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GEOGRAPHY is now become the moft fafhionable as well as the rhoft rational Amufe 



* 

>f the prefent polite and enlightened Age, the Authors of this Work will^ decline faying any thing 
in favour of a new Performance of the Kind, except that many Years have elapfed fmce any real New Syftem of 
Geography has been publifhed^ and fince which the moft important Difcoveries have been made by various 
Navigators of different Nations, particularly by our Countryman Captain Cook, and Ws Succellbrs, who have 
explored, and defcribed, Regions never before difcovered. 

■ 

To give an ample Difplay of the great Advantages arifing from a compleat Knowledge of Geography would 
fax exceed the Limits of a Preface. Suffice it to fay, that it is a Science now ftudied by the polite of all Na- 
tions and Countries, and is ufeful, in an eminent Degree, to all Ranks of People. In particular, to Men of 

■ 

Letters, becaufe no Hiftory can be properly underftood without it. To Politicians, as being necefiary to under- 
ftand the true Interefts of States and Kingdoms. To military and naval Officers, by informing them of the 
State of Countries, Nations, Towns, Cities, Fortifications, Sea Coafts, &c. To Naturalifts, from the animal, 
vegetable and mineral Productions of various Climates, which greatly improve their Syftem. To the Antiqua- 
rian, by reflecting on the Ruins, but yet remaining Splendor, of former Ages. To Merchants and Traders, to 
aflift them in taking prudent Meafures for the Advancement and Circulation of Commerce throughout the 
World. And to the curious Enquirer, to give him an ample Gratification in his Thirfl: after Knowledge. To 

With that made by the celebrated Dr. Watts, who fays, There is not a Son or Daughter of Adam but has Jome Con* 
ttm in Geography. 



We 



The Progrefs of Geography, till of late Years, was bat How and irregular ; Ncceffity, Emulation, Chancy 
Commerce, Curiofity, an ardent Defire of Knowledge, and a fortuitous Combination of Circum fiances, toge- 

■ 

ther with Royal Munificence, have given birth to numbcrlefs and valuable Difcoveries. Our modern Naviga- 
tors have opened PafTages to a World unknown before, and the Globe itfelf has, by thefe refpccTive Improve- 
ments and Difcoveries, been comparted with lefs Difficulty than the Anticnts could have coafted the Meditcrra- 
nean Sea only; all of which Difcoveries it will be our Tafk to incorporate in the moft plfafing and inftrudtive 
Manner in the Body of our Work ; nor rtiall any thing be inferred but what is fuitable to the Dignity of Truth, 
and worthy of being tranfinitted to Pofterity. 



In the Study of this delightful Science the Reader will not only be amply acquainted with the Subftance ot 
the moft remarkable Events and Revolutions that have taken place in Empires, Kingdoms and States, antient 
and modern Difcoveries, Conquefts and Settlements throughout the World h but with every other Circumftanc* 
that can inform his Mind, or gratify his Curiofity. Her* ht will behold new Countries, new Inhabitants, 



new 



Cuftoms, 
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Cuftom* Arts and Manufactures, with every thing that is uncommon, curious or remarkab 
^Jea^irci reflect on the Defcription he reads of the Hut of the Savage, the Cave of the Gre 
Mountains, the dreadful Volcanos, and other aftonifhing Produ&ions of Nature. In fiW, h 
View, take a retrofpea: of that great Expanfe, the Known World, and will have the Opportu 



will 



ing and admiring not only the prodigious Wonders of Nature 
lightfully engaged with a juft Senfe of the furprizing Works 



£ * .f and while his Mind is dc- 



his diftinguifhed 



f 




As Paintings In .Miniature fet forth die Qfiie ftipeaments of ,a Face without being, the lefs admired' fpr being 
fmall aiid void of Life ; fo this Work, though compleated in One Volume only, will contain the Effenee of all 
the Books, of Geography,, Voyages and Travels that have hitherto been publiflied in the Engliih or any other L,an- 
guage. The Difcoveries of the numerous Navigators and Travellers of different Nations, from whom we lhall 

■ 

feleft their Beauties and Offences, (as a curious Florift would the choiceft Productions of a Garden) will, of 
courfe, render our Performance more compleat and entertaining than any hitherto offered to the Public, and from 
the amazing Fund it will contain of univerfal Knowledge, may be rather called a LIBRARY than a BOOK. 



In Our Hiftorical Accounts of the particular Circumftances which have occafioned the various Revolutions that 

B ■ 

have taken place in different. States and Kingdoms, we lhall preferve a ftriffc Impartiality, and relate iKr-Circum- 
ftance whatever but what is fatisfadfcorily and undeniably authenticated i nor fhall the Defcription of our own 

v 

Country, (fo little noticed by former Geographers, and which has extended its Navigation, Commerce and Dif- 



coveries throughout the World) 



# w * 

We lhall not attempt to point out the Defers of preceding Writers on the Subject. Suffice it to fay, it lhall 
be our Bufinefs to avoid their Errors, and die material Articles which they have omitted lhall be moft amply 
fupplied in the prefent Undertaking. We (hall likewife take particular Care not to infert any Circumftances but 



hitherto difgraced Works of a fimilar 



The Beauty and Elegance of our Work will be greatly heightened by the unufual Number of Copper-Plate* 

■ 

with which it will be embelliflied, confuting of Views, Whole Sheet Maps, Plans, Charts, Antiquities, Qg.-.- 
drupeds, Birds, Fifties, Reptiles, Vegetables, Men, Manners, Habits, Cuftoms, Ceremonies, &c. the Whole! 
of which will be executea in a fuperior Stile by the firft Artifts in the Kingdom. 



As the forming a Compleat Syftem of Geography is a Talk which requires the moft laborious Refearchcs, and 
the moft unremitted Application, and is confequcntly too great for any one Perfon to execute, either with Credit 
to himfelf, or Advantage to the Public ; in order, therefore, to render compleatly perfect this New Syftem, feve- 
ral Gentlemen of Literary Genius have contributed their Abilities to our Work, which we hope will not fail 
meeting with the Approbation of our Readers, as we flatter ourfelvcs fuch an Advantage of a Claflical Unio* 

will make it the moft compleat Performance of the K 
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BOOK 



NEW 



I. 



DIS COVERIES 




A 



INTRODUCTION. 

> an enterprizing fpirit ftill prevails amongft us 
with unabating ardour, and the lateft difcoveries, 
from their nature and importance, appear to 
engrofs converfation from the politeft circles, and 
throughout every clafs in the kingdom ; we are in- 
duced;^tfidl we prefume, on juftifiable principles, to 
introdugjfthem to the public on the commencement 
of our fork. The refult of thefe difcoveries, it may 
be obferiisd, has been productive of that utility, whicn 
it was natural to expect from defigns undertaken, 
and lb liberally fupported, through royal fanction, 
and executed with confummate fkill and intrepidity. 
They tend eflentially to the advancement of Geography, 
by eftablifhing certain knowledge, inftead of conjectural 
delufion; to fupply the aftronomer with valuable in- 
formation, to furnifh navigators with many practical 
improvements, and exhibit to the naturalift a new 
world. In fine, we are hereby made acquainted with 
•millions of the human lpecies, which were before 
-fcarcely known to have exiftence ; and the curious en- 
quirer after the operations of the human mind, in an 
uncivilized ftate, is fupplied with abundant matter for 
teafoni ng and reflection. 

Arfuch important advantages are evidently to be 
^derived from thefe refearches, to render the objects of 
•them as completely defcriptive, and highly entertain- 
•inji as p'oflible, we have collected the moil: authentic 
Hcc6unts, felected all the ftriking characters and in- 
cidents, and difpofed them in fuch arrangement, as 
piay conduce to promote thofe valuable ends. 

This plan we mail invariably purfue throughout the 
whole of our work, in the defcription of the other 
parts of the world ; and by means of incorporating fome 
articles of novelty already in our pofTeflion. and fuch 
as may hereafter be obtained through future dif- 
coveries, hope to exhibit it as a performance worthy of 
public fanction. 

CHAPTER I. 



N E W 



HOLLAND 



inba- 



S K C T ION I. 

Origin. Dif cowries, Defaiption of the country , 

bit ant s> habitations^ manners and cujloms. 

f | k H I S immcnle track in the fouthcrn clime, called 
«*• New Holland, from its having been chiefly ex- 

Kored by Dutch navigators, wan never afcertaincd as 
and or continent, rill Captain Cook, with an ardour 

No. i. 



and perfeverance peculiar to himfelf, and which dif- 
tinguifhed him from predecetfora of every country, 
explored it on the eafternmoft coaftin 1770, and dif- 
covered it to be an ifland of vaft extent* reaching from 
10 to 44 degrees fouth, between 1 10 and 154 degrees 
eaft of London* 

Here it may be proper to obferve, that the res- 
pective parts on this coaft being difcovered by differ- 
ent navigators at different periods of time, they had 
names given them by thofe who difcovered them* 
Thus the firft land difcovered in thefe parts was called 
Eendraght (or Concord) Land, front the name of the 
veffel in which the difcovery was made in 1 6 1 6, in 
24 deg. 25min. fouth. The next fituated in 15 degrees 
fouth was called Arhheim and Diemen, by Zeachen, 
who difcovered it in 16 18, dioughSuft the fame part 
with that afterwards called Diemen V Land, by Taf- 
man, which is the fouthern extremity of the ifland, 
in latitude 43 degrees, and was difcovered in 164a* 
Jan Van Edels gave his name to a fouthern part by 
him difcovered in 16 19. A ooaft that communicates 
to Leawen'a land towards the weft ward, and a part of 
the weftern coaft, near the tropic of Capricorn* was 
called De Witts, from Peter Van Nuitz, who difcover- 
ed them in 1 637 s as was the great gulph of Carpen- 
taria, between 10 and 20 degrees fouth, from Pefer 
Carpenter, a Dutchman, who difcovered it in 1628. 
Dampier, an EngSlhman, failed from Timor in 1687, 
and coafted the weftern parts of New Holland, In 
1699, as the Dutch fupprcfTed their difcoveries, he 
left England in order to explore this Country, and fail- 
ing along the weftern coaft, from 18 to 15 degrees, faw 
the land of Eendraght and of Dc Witt. Returning 
to Timor, he fet out from thence to profecute his 
defign, explored the ifles of Papua, failed round New 
Guinea, difcovered the palTage that bears his name, af- 
terwards gave the appellation of New Britain to a con- 
futable ifland that forms this paflage, and then re- 
turned to Timor by the way of New duinea. 

Our countryman Captain Cook, in confequence of 
his difcovery, gave it the name of New South Wales. 

This country is in general low and level, and, upon 
the whole, rather barren than fruitful, yet the rifing 
ground is chequered with woods and lawns, and the 
vallies and plains are, in many places, covered 
with herbage. The face of the country is by far moft ' 
pleafing to the fouthward, the trees in that quarter 
being taller, and the herbage more verdant, than to- 
wards the northward j thegrafs in general is high but 
thin, ami the trees, where Target, are fcl lorn lels than 

* forty 
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orty feet afunder. The whole eaftern coaft is well 
watered by fm all brooks and fp rings... Tfapugfr jjierc . 

i\0 ffrtfnr rivers, tKFfe brooks in ight "probably be 
encreafed in rainy weather j it being die height of the 
dry fealbn when Captain Cook vifited it. 

There are but two forts of Tin^ei>trtjes;; the %fg£ft 
is the gum-tree which grows all over the iflanci ; it 
produces a gum of a deep red ; the wood is heavy, 
hard, and dark coloured, _refcmbling t^eJignum vjt^e, , 
with narrow leaves, .like .thofe of zhc willow. Xhe 
other is a fort of pine, fomething like the live oak of 
America. Of Palm-trees there are three forts. There ; 

is alfp a kjpd^of cjjerry-tree aqd J*££ s "^itb a r^d ap-. . 
pie, as,alfo*trees wi$h a fbj(t baik., wjud| is eaflly peeled 
off, -and is --the fame Avifch -that i*fed for caulking 
fhips in the Eafl Indies. ^ Though there are but 
few efculent plants in thefe parts, they afford a va- 
rlfecy of ftictrtt arCadapted" to "gfafifyT the ciinolity of 
tiie natural ill. 

There were not many animals feen in this country : 
the only tame ones were dogs. Of the wild fpecies of 
quadrupeds was a kind qf oppfTum; about the fi?e *of 
a large rat, a creature with a membranous bag near 
the ftomach, in which it conceals and carries its young 
when -apprehensive of^tenge-r. Th e r e is ft remapk-ttb^ 
animal, called by the natives kanguroo, which, wru-n 
full grown, is as large as a fheep, fome weighing 
upwards of eighty pounds. It goes in an erect pof- 
ture, and i$s rnotioo is by fuccc0iv£ leaps or hops of 
a great length. The flcitt is covered wivh a fhort iur 
of a dark mpyfe or grey colour, except the head and 
ears, which are fomewhat like thofe of a hare,- which 
it alfb referhbles- in tafte, but is deemed better flavoured. 
They have likewile an animal referribling a pole-car, 
which the natives call quoll\ the back is brown ipntt'd 
with white, and the belly is unmixed white. It- was alio 
affirmed by. fome of Captain Cook's people, .that 
they had feen . fome animals of the wolf and .v.eazcl 
kind; but as th*y were not caught, they cannot be 
defcribed. 

Of water-fowl here arc gulls, fhaggs, foland-geefe, 
or gannets,of two forts, boobies, noddies, curlieus, ducks, 
and pelicans of an enormous fize. The principal land 
birds are brown hawks or eagles, crows, huge pi- 
geons, parrots, paroquets, cockatoos or doves, quails, buf- 
lards, herons, cranes, and many others. 

Here are ferpents, of which fome are venemous, 
others harmlcfs, fcorpions, centipedes and lizards. The 
moll remarkable infec"t found in this country is the 
ant, of which there are feveral forts ; one is green, 
and builds its neft upon trees, by bending down feveral 
leaves, each of which is as broad as a man's liand, 
and gluing the points of them together, fo as to form 
a purle. Thoufands of diefe bufy inledls were feen 
\initing all their ftrength to hold the leaves in due 
pofition, while other bufy multitudes were employed 
within, in applying die gluten, which is an animal 
juice to prevent their returning back. 

Another kind burrows in the root of a plant which 
grows on die bark of trees, in the manner of mifletoe, 
and is about the fize of a large turnip. When cut, it 
appears interfered by innumerable winding pafiagesj 
all rilled with thele infedls ; yet the vegetation of the 
plant does not appear to flitter any injury. Another 
lort arc blackj their habitations are the inful e of the 
branch' s of trees, which they render hollow by work- 
ing out the pith, almoft to the extremity of the twigs, 
yet the tree flouri/hrs at the lame time, as if it had no 
ftich inmates. Thele three {pecies of ants are all 
furniflied with flings, which caule a kind of pungent 
ritilation * but it foon ceafes. 

There is ftill another lort poflcfling no power of 
tormenting} they relcmble the white an^s of the l£aft 
Indies, and the conftruction of their habitations is ftill 
more curious than that of the former. They have 
two forts, one fufpen led on the branches of trees, and 
the other built on the ground. The materials of the 

rirft Ice in to be formed of (mall parts of vegetables 



kneaded together with a -glutinous matter, with which 

. aatilie J^is , . ^roiMkly. fup.pliCd-theiii. Upon : brcakiijg 

the outffde of dus "d welling/ innumerable cells, fivarm- 
ingwith inhabitant s, appear in a great variety of wind- 
ing directions, all communicating with each other 
- and yritfc. %yeral apertures that lead to other n efts upon 
the fame tree. ' Their habitations upon the ground are 
generally at the root of a tree. They are of different 
. fi^es, foraned like ^n la-jcgjalar ficied cone, and fome- 
tioi-s uuore ..than Six. vfeet • high. 3fhe-outfide is of 
well tempered clay, about two inches thick, . and with- 
in are the cells, which have no opening out ward. Thefe 
flruflty respire proof.-^ainu; any-w^t thajc can -fell, 
which thole on the trees are noy' froin tlie nature .and 
thihft^fs of their -cVuft or walh 1 '' " 

There is abundance of fiih here, and of various 
kinds, but unknow n in Europe, except the mulle t: 
*anct TorneTof "th'e Thell-hlh7" "Upon tTielhoals and reefs 
are great quantities of the fineft green turtle in the 
f *worlg) anjd oyfters of various kinds, particularly the 
rock and pearl oyfter. In the rivers and fait creeks are 
alligators. ; " ' 

'This ejetdnfive country appeafs ' to be very thinly 
inhabited; during Captain Cook's range along the coaft, 

panics together tlian thirty. The inland parts are, 
mod probably, quite uninhabited,' as no part of the 
coaft that, was .vilited 'had any ^appearance of cultiva- 
tion i and the. wretched natives drew their whgle fub- 
fiitencc from the .fea. The whole, tribe, with which 
any intercowrfe was eftablifhed, confifted of twenty-one 
pcrfons, twelve men^ feven women, a boy and jx 

, The men are of middle flature; their complexion is 
nearly of a chocolate colour, their features tolerable, 
their eyes pretty good, and their teeth rather even and 
regujar. 'Their hair, which naturally grows long and 
black, they crop fhort ; their beards grow bufhy and 
thick, but they keep them fhort by fmgingthem. In 
general, they are clean limbed, and remarkably vigo- 
rous, acVive and nimble. Their countenances arc not 

without exprcfUon ; but their voices are remarkably 
foft and effeminate. 

Both fexes go flark naked, not having any confeious 
fenfe of indecency, in difcovering the whole bpdy : 
yet they are not without their ornaments, die principal 
of which is a bone, which they tloruft through die car- 
tilage that divides the noftrjls from each other, and 
reaching quite a-crofs the face, caufes the wearer to 
fnuffle, fo as fcarcely to be underftood, and , obliges 
him to keep his mouth conflantly open in order to 
breathe freely. Befides this nofe-ornament, they wear 
necklaces made of fhells, bracelets of fmall cords wound 
two or three times about the upper part of the arm, 
and a it ring of human hair plaited, about as diick as a 
thread of yarn, tied round the waifh Some had large 
gorgets of fhells hanging on the breaft, and a few wo- 
men had feathers on their heads {luck on with gum. 

As thty wear no clothes, they paint their bodies both 
white and red, and draw a circle of white round each 
eye i they have holes in^ their ears; but were not feen 
to wear any thing in them. On their bodies were 
feveral large fears in irregular lines, apparently made 
by fome blunt inllruments, probably as memorials of 

grief for the dead. 

There was feen neither town or village in the 
whole country, nor did either art or industry appear in 
the ennfh udlion of their houfes, if they can be fo called. 
TIvv are built with pliable rods, not thicker than a 
linger, in the form or an oven, by bending them and 
flicking the two ends to the ground. The covering is 
of palm leaves anil pieces of bark, and the entrance- 
by a Lar^c hole at one end, oppofite to which the 
fire is made. Some of them are juft high enough to 
ftt upright in, but not large enough for a man lo ex- 
tend himfelf in any direction ; fo that the tenants of 
thefe hovels are under the nereiTity of coiling them- 
fclvcs up with their heels to their heads, in order to 

make 
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make room for three or four of them to fleep together. 
The warmer the climate the (lighter the fheds are con- 
ftru&ed i one fide is entirely open, and none of them 
are more than four feet deep. They are put up oc- 
cafionally as exigence may require, by thofe people, 
who may be confidered as a wandering herd in queft 
of any place that would furnifh them with a temporary 
fubfiftence, and therefore leave them behind them 
when they remove to another fpot. When diey take 
up their refxdence only for a night in a place they put 
up no fhed, but repofe on the bufhes and grafs which 
grows here to a great height. Their utenfds are a 
vefTel made of bark to hold the water they fetch from 
fprings and a bag about die fize of a moderate cab- 
bage^net, which die men carry upon their backs with a 
firing which pafles over their heads. It contains paint, 
fifh-hooks, darts, and bracelets, which compofe the 
whole property of the richeft men amongft them. 

Their fifli-hooks, of which many are extremely fmall, 
are made with great nicety, and their mode of ftriking 
turtle is curious. For this purpofe they have a peg of 
wood about a foot in length and well bearded. This 
fits into a focket at the end of a ftarF of light wood, in 
length about feven or eight feet, and about die thick- 
nefs of a man's wriflt. One end of a loofe line, about 
three or four fathoms long, is tied to the flafF and the 
other end fattened to the peg. In order to ftrike the 
turtle, die peg is fixed into the focket, fo that when it 
has entered the body and is there retained by the barb, 
die fluff flies off' and ferves for a float to trace their 
victim in the water. 

Their principal food is fifh, though they fometimes 
contrive to kill the kanguroo and birds of various 
kinds. They cither broil or bake their provifions by 
the help of hot ftones like the inhabitants of the South- 
fea iflands, for there is no appearance of their eating 
any animal food raw. The only vegetable that can 
be confidered as an article of food is the yam, though 
they may probably eat of thofe very few fruits the 
country produces. 

Their method of producing fire and afterwards 
fpreading it, is wonderful. To produce it they take 
two pieces of foft dry wood, one a round flick about 
eight or nine inches long, the other piece is flat. One 
end of the round piece they lhape into a bluntifh point 
and make a hole in the flat piece. In this hole they 
twirl the end of the flick, in the manner that we do a 
chocholate mill, prefling it down in the hole as much 
as poflible. By this method they get fire in lefs than 
two minutes, and from the fmallett fpark encreafe it 
with aftonifliing (peed and dexterity. They will wrap 
up a fpark in a little dry grafs, which by moving will 
be fanned into a blaze. Thus a man will run on for 
miles, and without any fire vifiblc in his hands will at 
every fifty or hundred yards (loop down and leave fire 
behind him. 

The principal means of annoying dieir European 
vifitors, was by Petti ng fire to the high grafs in the 
neighbourhood of the place where the tents were fixed, 
which being very dry, burnt with great rapidity and 
did much damage. 

The weapons of thefe people are fpcars or lances of 

different kinds j fome with four prongs, pointed with 
bone and barbed. The points are fmeared with hard 
refin which gives them a polifli and makes them enter 
deeper into what they ftrike. To the northward, the 
lance has but one point, the (haft is made of cane very 
(trait and light, and from eight to fourteen feet long. 
Thefe weapons are dirown with great force and dex- 
terity; if intended to wound at a fnort diftance, as from 
ten to twenty yards, fun ply with the hand, but if at the 
diftance of forty or fifty yards, with a throwing flick, 
and that with fo good an aim that die natives are as fure 
of their mark as the molt expert fportfman widi a fowl- 
ing piece. Thefe lances cannot be drawn out of a 
wound without tearing away the flefh or leaving the 
fharn ragged fplinters of die bone or (hell which forms 

the barb behind them. 



The canoes of this country make as vn-ctched an 
appearance as the houfes, or rather hovels. Thofe on 
the fbuthem part of the coaft are made of one piece of 
bark, tied together at die ends and kept open in the 
middle by fmall bows of wood. In (hallow water they 
pufh them on by a pole, in deeper by paddles about 
eighteen inches long, two of which they ufe at a time. 
To the northward, they are made of the trunk of a tree 
hollowed out by fire. They arc about fourteen feet in 
length, very narrow, and fitted with an out-rigger to 
prevent their overfetting. None of thefe boats wfll 
carry more than four people. 

The only tools feen amongft them were an adze 
utchedly made of (tone, fome fmall pieces of the 
fame fubftance in form of a wedge, a wooden" mallet, 
and fome (hells and fragments of coral. 

The New Hollanders have no idea of traffic, for 
though they received the things that were given them, 
tiiey appeared wholly infenfible to all the figns that 
were made them that fome thing was expected in return. 
Many of the trinkets that were given them were after- 
wards found negligently thrown away in the woods, 
like toys, the charms of which ceafed with their 
novelty. 

The caufe of the fmall number of the human fpecies 
which are to be met with throughout this country can- 
not be afcertained j but f om their total ignorance of 
agriculture, commerce, and the means of procuring 
the comforts and conveniences of life, it is plain that 
they are amongft the moft miferable of beings, that can 
be {tiled human. 



SECTION II. 

# 

Particular description of BOT ANT BAT in New South 
Wales. Its fever al productions. Genius and cuftoms 
of the inhabitants. 

BOTANY BAY, fo called from the great quantity 
of plants collected there and where our new fet- 
tlement is to be made, lies in latitude 34 fouth, and in 
longitude from Greenwich 151 degrees 23 minutes. 
Captain Cook defcribes it as capacious, fafe, and con- 
venient; to be known by the land on the lea coaft 
which is nearly level and of a moderate height, with 
fleep rocky cliffs next the fea, which have the appear- 
ance of a long ifland lying clofe under the more. 
About the middle of this land lies the harbour, which 
on approaching it from the fourhward is difcuvered be- 
fore the vefTel comes abreaft of it, but is not difcovercd 
fo foon from the northward : the entrance is a little 
more than a quarter of a mile and lies in W.N.W. 

There are but two kinds of timber wood here. 
The trees are as large or larger than the Englifh oak, 
and one of them has fome refemblancc of it. It is 
that which yields the reddifh gum like dragons bldbd, 
and the wood is heavy, hard, and dark coloured like 
lignum vit<c. The other, which grows tall and flraighr, 
is fome thing like the pine, and the wood of ir, which 
bears fome fimilirude to the live oak of America, is 
likewife hard and heavy. There are a few fhrubs and 
feveral kinds of palm : mangroves abound towards the 
the head of the bay. The country in general, as far 
as it was obferved, is level, low, and woody. 

In the woods are great numbers of birds of exqni- 
fite beauty, particularly of the parrot kind; there were 
found alfo crows exactly fimilar to rhofc in Kngland. 
There is great plenty of water fowl towards the head 
of the harbour, where are large Hats of fund and mud, 
but their fpecies is chiefly unknown. One of the moft 
remarkable was black and white, much larger than a 
(wan and in fhapc fomewhat refembling a pelican. 
The banks of fand and mud produced great quanti- 
ties of oyflers, mufcles, cockles, and other Hull ftth, 
which feem to be the chief fubfiflcnrc o'' the inhabi- 
tants, who go in fhoal water with their little canoes 
and gather them up. Ik- fides thefe they catch other 

filh, 
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fifh, fome of which they ftrike with giggs, and fome 
they take with hook and line. 

Captain Cook and his company having had the 
faireft opportunity of obferving the manners and cuf- 
toms of the natives, while the veflTels continued in this 
bay, as well as of exploring the adjacent country, we 
cannot give our readers a more fatisfactory defcription 
. than that which is feledted from their accounts. Ofth eir 
precife manner of life little can be known as no con- 
nection was formed with them, for they never afforded 
*n European navigator an opportunity for a parley, 
nor would they touch any one article that was left in 
their huts (or any places they frequented) on purpofe 
for them to take away. 

From the place where the fhip anchored in April 
1770, which was a-breaft of a fmall village confuting of 
fix or eight houfes, as they were preparing to hoift out 
the boat they obferved an old woman and three chil- 
dren come out of the wood, where they had been to 
fetch materials for firing. She frequently call an eye 
towards the veflel, but exprefled neither in look or 
gefture the fmallcft degree of fear or furprize. Hav- 
ing kindled a fire, fome men landed from four canoes 
that came in from fifhing, and having hauled up their 
boats began to prepare their food, wholly unconcerned 
about the ftrangers, though within only half a mile of 
them. They had not yet feen one of them but what 
was flark naked, the old woman herfelf being destitute 
of the leaft covering. 

A company let out from the fhip (with Tupia one of 
the natives of that clime of the party) with a defign of 
landing on the fpot where they law the people, hoping 
to meet no interruption, as they fo little regarded their 
coming into the bay. But they found thernfclves dif- 
appointed, for as foon as they approached the rock, 
two of the natives came down, each armed with a lance 
abqut ten feet long, and a fhort (tick which appeared 
to be ufed as a machine to aflTft them in throwing it. 
They feemed determined to defend their coaft, though 
the party that landed were forty in number. 

The Englifh commander with his wonted humanity, 
defirous of preventing hoftilities with fuch inequality of 
force, ordered the boat's crew to lie upon their oars, 
when they parlied by figns W\d to procure their good 
will he cau fed nails, beads, and other trifles to be thrown 
to them, which they took up with apparent fatisfaction. , 
Signs were then made by the Europeans that they 
wanted water, and every means ufed that could be 
deviled to prevail witli them to believe the innocence 
of their defign. The natives waving to them being 
interpreted as an invitation they put on the boat, but 
the men on fliore relumed their pofture of defence. 
One appeared to be a youth about nineteen or twenty, 
and the other a man of middle age. Captain Cook, 
now urged by ncceflity, fired a mufket between t heart, 
upon the report of which, the younger dropped a 
bundle of lances, but upon inftantaneous recollection, 
fnatched them up in great hafte. 'I' wo difcharges of 
fmall lhot from the mufket on the one party, and a 
Oifcharge of a flone and a lance from the other enfued, 
in confequencc of which the eld eft of the natives was 
ilightly wounded in the legs, but the Europeans re- 
ceived no hurt ; when on the fuggeftion of Mr. Banks 
(now Sir Jofeph) that the lances might be poifoned, it 
was deemed imprudent to venter into the woods. 
They then vifneu the huts, in one of which were fome 
children hid behind a flue Id and fome bark. They 
were left in their retreat without knowing they had 
been difcovered, and the vifitors on their departure 
threw in fome beads, ribbons, pieces of cloth, and 
other prefents in order to conciliate the inhabitants on 
their icturn. They took away with them all the lances 
they found lyiny about to tlie number of fifty. They 
were in length from fix fo fifteen feet, had four prongs 
lik a fifh K»gg, rath pointed with a fiih bone and very 
flmrp. They were Imeared with a vifcous fubftancc 
of a green colour, which favoured the opinion of their 



being poifoned ; though it proved after to be a miftake, 
for it was difcovered from the fea weed that adhered 
to them, that they had been ufed for the purpofe of 
ftriking fifh. 

The* canoes on the beach feemed to be the worft 
that had been f**en. They were between twelve and 
fourteen feet long, and made of the bark of a tree in 
one piece, which had been drawn together and tied up 
at each end, the middle being kept open by (ticks, 
which were placed from gunwale to gunwale as thwarts. 
It was now remarked that this boldnefs of the natives 
dwindled into a general trepidation, not only from the 
fmall fliot which had been difcharged at the two 
champions who firft defended the coaft, but Jikewife 
the havock made by the- fmall arms amongft the birds. 

The Europeans having reimbarked in their boat, 
depofued their lances on board, and proceeded to the 
north point of the bay, but the inhabitants they had 
feen on their entrance had by this time totally defer ted 
it. Upon going on fliore the following day in quelt of 
water, a fmall itrcam was found fully anfwcrable to 
their purpofe. It was obferved by fome of the officers, 
upon revifitrng tlie huts where they had feen the chil- 
dren, that the beads, ribbons, &c. which had been left 
there the preceding night, remained in the very fame 
place untouched, nor was there an Indian to be feen. 
Thofe alio whom they faw upon a future excurfion 
fled at their'approach, as they did upon every occafion 
of the like nature. 

In proeels of time Captain Cook, accompanied by 
Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and feven others, determined 
to make an excurfion into the country, and having 
properly accoutred themfelves for the expedition, fee 
out and firlt vilited the huts, near the watering place 
where fome of the natives daily reforted, and though 
they found the prefents ftill remained untouched, they 
left other articles of more value, and then went up into 
the country. The foil was found to be either fwamp 
or light fand, and the face of the country to bepleafing- 
ly variegated by woods and lawns. The trees are falf, 



ftraight, and ftand at fuch a diltance from each other, 
that the whole country, or that part at leaft where the 
fwamps do not interpofe, might be cultivated without 
felling one of them. The ground between the trees is 
covered with grafs, of which there is great abundance 
growing in tufts as large as can be graf}>ed in the hand, 
which Itand very clofe to each other. Many fhuds of 
the natives and places where they had flept on the grafs, 
without any inciter were feenj but only one of the 
people, who fled the moment he was difcovered. Pre- 
fents were left at all thefe places, with the lame view as 
before of producing confidence and good will. 

With refpect to difcoveries on this firft excurfion, it 
is noticed, that they had a tranfient and imperfect view 
of a auadruped about the fize of a rabbit. An Englifh 
grey-hound, which was with them, got fight of it and 
would probably have caught it, had he not been lamed 
by a (lump that lay concealed in the grafs. They after- 
wards faw the dung of an animal that fed upon grafs 
and which they judged could not be lefs than a deer; 
and the footfleps of another, which was clawed like a 
dog and feemed about the fiy.e of a wolf. They alio 
traced a fmall animal whole foot rcfcmbled that of a 
pole-cat or wca/lc. 

The trees abounded with birds of various kinds, 
fome of them of exejuifite beauty, particularly loriquets 
and cockatoos, winch flew in numerous flocks. The 
trees were not of many forts, but it appeared that ftcps 
had been cut in fome of them at certain diftances for 
the convenience of climbing. 

The day following the fame party made another ex- 
curfion along the fea coaft to the louthward, and gathered 
many plants, belidcs which they faw nothing worthy of 
notice. The natives, as upon every occalion, fled ar 
their approach, from which they inferred, that not- 
withftanding their intrepidity at firft, they were now in- 
timidated by the lire arms, not that they apprehended 
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the people were much hurt by die fmall fhot they were 
obliged to fire at them, but had molt probably feen the 
effects of them from their lurking places upon the 
birds. 

Captain Cook, with his wonted perfeverance, went 
with two ingenious gentlemen to the head of the bay 
in order to explore diat part of the country, and make 
farther attempts to form fome connection with the 
natives. Proceeding up the country to fome di Ranee, 
they found the face of it nearly the fame with that 
which has been already defcribed; but the foil was 
much richer, for inflead of fand there was diicovered a 
deep black mould, which appeared very fit for the 
production of grain of any kind. In the woods was 
found a tree which bore fruit that in colour and fhape 
refembled a cherry, the juice was agreeably tart, though 
it had but little flavour. Interfperfed were fome very 
fine meadows; fome places were rocky, but thofe were 
comparatively few; the ftone is fdndy and might be 
ufed with advantage for building. 

A petty officer, having ilraggled a long way from 
his companions, met with a very old man and woman 
and fome little children fitting under a tree by the 
water fide, and though neither party faw the other till 
they were clofe Together, the Indians flu* wed figns of 
fear, but did not attempt to run away. The man and 
woman were both grey headed with age, the hair on 
the man's head was bulhy, and his beard long and 
rough, the woman's hair was cropped, and both of them 
were ftyrk naked. 

A party afterwards went over to the north fhore and 
made an excurfion a few miles into the country, pro- 
ceeding afterwards in the direction of the coafl. This 
part was found without wood and fomcwhat refem- 
bling the marjhes in England. The iurfacc of the 
ground was covered with a thin brufh of plants about 
as high as the knees : the hills near the coafl: are low, 
but others rife behind them, encreafing by a gradual 
afcent to a confiderablc diflancc, with marflies and 
morafles between. 

To the northward is Ilervey's Bay, in which was 
found a real mangrove, fuch as grows in the Welt 
Indies, and the firfc of the kind met with in thefe feas. 
In the branches of this mangrove were many nefbs of a 
remarkable kind of ant as gi een as grafs. There were 
alfo fc-n upon them great numbers of fmall green 
caterpillars, their foreheads were thick let with hairs, 
and they were ranged upon the leaves fide by fide like 
a file of foldiers to the number of twenty or thirty 
together. The hair of their bodies on touching them 
was found to have the quality of a nettle, and gave a 
much more acute though lefs durable pain. 

Further to the northward was found a fprcics of the 
billiard, as large as a turkey, one of which weighed 
feventeen pounds and an half. Thofe who partook of it 
allowed it to be the be ft bird they had ralh d lince they 
left England* and in honour of it they called the inlet 
Buflard Bay. It lies in latitude 24 degrees 4 minutes, 
and 151 degrees 42 minutes ealt. Here are oyftcrs in 
great plenty; amongfl. others the hammer oyller, and 
abundance of fmall pearl oyftcrs, from whence Captain 
Cook took occafiOM to remark, " that if in deeper 
water there was equal plenty of fuch oyflers at their 
lull growth, a pearl fiflu ry might be cllablifhed here 
to very great advantage." 

As rhey fct fail from Botany Bay the 6th of May, we 
have only to obferve, that Captain Cook, during his 
flay in the harbour, canfed the Englilh colours to be 
a if played on fhore every day, and the /hip's name and 
the date of the year to be inferibed on one of the trees 
near the watering place, to perpetuate the mcmoty of 
his transitions. 

Along the coafl of New South Wales the fea in all 
parts conceals fhoals that fuddenly project from the 
fhore, and rot ks that abruptly rife like a pyramid from 
the bottom for an extent of degrees latitude, more 
than 1300 miles. Off Cape Tabulation our hold and 
hitherto fortunate adventure is very nearly c fc aped the 

No, 1. 



miferies of fliipwreck ; for on the xofh of June 1770/ 
at eleven o'clock at night, the fliip fuddenly ftuiek' 
again ft a coral rock and became immoveable, cxcrrK 
by the heaving of the furge, which beat her againfl the 
crags of the rock upon which flie lay, and caufed lb 
violent a concufTion, that it was with the utmoft difH- 
culty the ableft man on board could Hand upon his legs. 
At length, after a ferks of hnrdfhips, fatigue and danger, 
they were happily delivered, and the river which afford- 
ed them relief in this emergency was named Endeavour 
River. 

Captain Cook, being refolved to determine whether 
this country did or did not join to New Guinea, in 
effecting his defign braved fuch dangers as would have 
appalled the refolution of any man whole fpirit for dif- 
covery had not a bl orbed all regard to perianal fafety. 
After much invefligation he found the two countries to 
be divided by a narrow lea, which he therefore called 
Endea vour S trails. 



The mofl northern promontory of the country is 
Y01I: Cape, in 142 degrres eall longitude; 10 degrees 
37 minutes fbuth latitude. On a fmall iiland our 
countryman took pofTeffion of the whole eaftern 
coail in right of ins Majelly King George the Third, by 
the name of New South Wales, on which account the 
iiland received the name of PoffetTion Ifland. Here 
the few inhabitants that were feen, both men and 
women, were alfo Mark naked. Endeavour Straits, be- 
fore mentioned, are ten leagtics long from north-eaft 
to fouth-wefl, and about five leagues broad. The 
north-eaft entrance of this paliage is formed by New 
Holland, and the fouth-eafl by an aflemblage of ill and s, 
which have been called the Prince of Wales's Iflands, 
and probably extend near to New Guinea. Monfieur 
de Bougainville the celebrated Erench navigator who 
earner jull at the entrance of thefe limits to the mofl 
fouth-calb parts of New Guinea, called that fea, " The 
Gulph of the Loufiade," the ftrairs fince navigated by 
Captain Cook being not then known to exilt. 
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Particular defeription of Fan Diemen's Land* the font hem 
extremity of New Holland* with remarks on the perfons* 
manners ', cujhms* language* and char a tier of the nati ves % 
and the Jeveral productions of the country. 

'TTMIE fpirit of dlfeovery Mill prevailing in Great 
£. Britain, as an object worthy the profecution of a 
commercial people, the fuccefs of the former circum- 
navigators, viz. Byron, Wallis, and Carteret gave birth 
to a far more ex ten live plan carried into execution by 
Cook. But that nothing might be left unattemptcd, 
though much had lv-m already done, the fame com- 
mander, v/hofe profi ffional (kill could only be equalled 
by the perfevering diligence with which he had exerted 
it in the courfe of his former relearches, was called upon 
once more to relume, or rather to complete; the furvcy 
of the globe 

Accordingly another voyage was undertaken in 
1776, in the courfe of which he again vifitcd the coafl 
of New 1 iolland, which he approached from the 
fouthward. On the 24th of January, 1777, « e fell in 
with Van Diemcn's Land, and on the 26th anchored in 
Adventure Bay, in latitude 43 degrees, 11 minutes 
fouth, being about live degrees more to the fouthward 
than that part of the land which he lirftfaw in his courfe 
from New Zealand in the year 1770. Before we pro- 
ceed to relate the particular tranf ictions of our modern 
navigators, we deem it proper to let forth the fil l* ac- 
count of the country now under confident ion upon its 
difi overy. 

Captain Abel Janfen Tafinan having been lent fro n 
Hatavia for the cxprefs purpofe of making a per feci: 
furvcy of ibis country, in Auguft 1642, found Jiimfclf, 
on the 6ih of November following, in latitude 49 de- 
grees, 4 miji. fundi, longitude 114 dcg. 56 call. Strcls 
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of weather then determining him to (land towards the 
north eaft, on the 24th of the fame month, being in the 
latitude of 4a dee;. 25 min. fouth, longitude 163 deg. 
50 min. he difcovered Land lying eaft fouth-caft, 
which he called Van Diemen's land. On the 1 ft of 
December he anchored in a Bay, which he called the 
Bay of Frederic Henry. 

He heard, or at leaft fancied he heard, the found 
of people upon the fhore, but faw no perfon. The moft 
remarkable and worthy of obfervation, were two trees, 
of two fathoms, or two fathoms and a half in girth, and 
60 or 65 feet high, from the root to the branch. 
They had cut with a flint a kind of fteps in the bark, 
in order to climb up to the birds nefts. The fteps 
were at the diftance of five feet from each other, from 
whence it was concluded, either that thofe people were 
of prodigious fize, or that they have fome way of climb- 
ing trees unknown to Europeans. In one of the trees 
the flips were fo frefh, that it was judged they could* 
not have been cut above four days. A noife heard re fern- 
bled that of fome fort of a trumpet ; it feemed to be 
at no great diftance, but no living creature was feen 
notwithstanding. The marks of wild beafts were per- 
•d in the fand ; they refembled thofe of a tyger, 
or fome fuch creature. Somv gum, and likewife fome 
-lack, were gathered from the trees. Smoak was ob- 
served in feveral places; not! ing more was done, how- 
ever, than fetting up a poft, >n which every one pre- 
fent cut his name and his mak, and upon which the 
commander Tafman hoifted a flag. But, to return. 

The natives, v ho tuft prefented themfclves to view 
at the wo').''* 1 ,-pi.ice, were eight men and a boy. They 
approac hed with great confidence, none of them hav- 
ing any weapons but one, who had a fhort Mick pointed 
at one end. Our countrymen defcribe them as of 
middling ftature, and fomewhat llender, their hair black 
and woolly, and their fkin alfo black. They were 
entirely naked, with large punitures or ridges ; fome 
in curved and others in ilrait lines, on different parts of 
their bodies. They were not diftinguimed by lips re- 
markably thick, nor their nofes lb flat as the natives 
of Guinea on the contrary, their features were far 
from being dilligreeable. They had pretty good eyes, 
and their teeth were tolerably even and regular, 
though very dirty. Moft of them had their hair and 
beards fmeared with a red ointment, and fome had 
their faces alfo painted with the fame compofttion. 
They received the prefents that were made them with- 
out the leaft appearance of fatisfac"tion. W'lien fome 
bread was given them, and they were made to un- 
derstand, that it was to be eaten, they either returned 
or threw it away without ever tafting it. They alfo 
refilled fome elephant fifh ; but accepted ibme birds 
tjiat were prefented, aiaJ, in fuch a manner, as indicat- 
ed they were fond of fuch food. 

Our countrymen, being defirous of knowing the ufe 
of the flick which one of the Indians carried in his 
hand, made fjgns to them to fhew them, on which one 
of them took aim at a piece of wood let up as a mark, 
at the diftance of about twenty yards; but, after re- 
peated trials, he was ft ill wide from the object. 

A dead calm prevented the fhips from failing; the 
commander lent partu s on (hore to cut wood and 
grafs, and accompanied the wooding party himfelf. As 
jevei al of the natives had been obferved faunrcring 
on the lhorc, and thereby indicated they had no ap- 
prehenfion of injury ; but, on the contrary, were de- 
firous of maintaining an intercourfe, it was natural for 
him to willi to be pn fent on the occafion. 

The party had not been long landed, before about 
twenty of them, nu n and boys, joined them, without 
exprefTing the leaft fear or difiruft. One of tins com- 

Eany was diftinpuifhed not only by his deformity, 
ut the drollery f his gc (lures, and the fceming hu- 
mour of his fp< • lies, which, however, could not be 
underftood by thofe for whofc entertainment they 
were fupnofeu to be exhibited. Their language ap- 
peared to be different from that fpoken by the tnha* 



bitants of the more northern parts of this country 
explored in a former voyage, which is not extraordi- 
nary, fmce thefe our navigators law now, and thofe they 
then vifued, differed in many other refpects. Some 
of the prefent groupe wore round their necks three or 
four folds of final 1 cord, made of the fur of Ibme 
animal ; others had narrow flips of the kanguroo fkin 
round their ancles. They were each of them pre- 
fented with a firing of beads and a model, and feemed 
to receive them with fome fatisfaction. They did not 
appear to fet any value on iron, or even to know the 
ufe of fifh -hooks, though it is more than probable 
they were acquainted with fome method of catching 
fifh. 

Some deferted habitations were obferved near the 
head of the bay. There were little fheds or hovels, 
built of flicks, and covered with the bark of trees. 
There appeared evident figns of their abode in the 
trunks of large trees, which had been hallowed by fire, 
moft probably for this very purpofe. In or near all 
thefe habitations, and wherever there was an heap of 
fhells, there remained the marks of fire, an indubi- 
table proof that they do not eat their food raw. 

Soon after the commander left the fhore, feveral wo- 
men and children made their appearance, and were 
introduced, by die men, to Lieutenant King. Thefe 
females wore a kanguroo fkin, in the fame fliape as it 
came from the animal, over their fhoulders, the only 
ufe of which feemed to be to fupport their children on 
their backs ; for it left thofe; parts uncovered which 
modefty directs us to conceal. In all other refpects 
they were as naked as the men, and as black, and their 
bod'es marked with fears in the lame manner. They 
differed, however, in having their heads fhaved, fome 
of them being completely fhorn, others only on one fide, 
while the reft of th~rn had the upper part of the head 
fh yv .d, leaving a very narrow circle of hair all round 
fo:TV what refcmbling the tonfure of the Romifh ccclefi- 
allicv. Many of the children had pleafing features; 
but of :he perfons of the women, efpecially thofe ad- 
vanced in years, a lefs favourable report was made. 
Son' of the gendemen paid their addrcftes to them, 
and made liberal offers ; but they were rejected with 
great dilllain ; whether from a fenfe of virtue, or fear 
of difplcaflng their men, cannot be determined. That 
this gallantry was not very agreeable to the latter is 
evident ; for an elderly man, as loon as he obferved ir, 
ordered all the women and children to retire, which 
they obeyed, though fome flic wed a degree of reluc- 
tance. It is here to be obferved, that the people now 
feen differed, particularly in the texture of the hajr» 
from the natives of the more northern parts of this 
country. 

Van Dicmen's Land had been twice vifited before. 
In the beginning of our account, it is fet forth to have 
been fo named by Tafman, who difcovered it in No- 
vember 1642. From that time it had efcaped all far- 
ther notice by l\uropcan navigators, till Captain Fur-- 
neaux touc hed at it in March 1773. Captain Cookob- 
ferves, that if the whole of the country now deferibed 
does not deferve the name of a continent, it is, by far, 
the large ft ifland in the univerle. 

The land, for the moft part, is of a good height, 
agreeably diverfified with hills and vallies, and exhibits, 
upon the whole, a verdant appearance. It abounds 
with wood, anil, from what was met with in Adven- 
ture Ba \ frens nor ill fu, »plied with water; for plenty 
was found ir three or four plates in this bay. The 
be ft, or what i 11. oft convenient for fhips that touch 
here, is a rivulet, which is one of feveral that fall into 
a pond that lies behind a beach at the head of the bay. 
It there mixes with the fca water; lb that it muft be 
taken up above this pond, which may be done with • 
out any great trouble. In feveral places fire- wood is 
to be procured with great cafe. 

As Mr. Anderfon, furgcon of the Uefohition, (a per- 
fon well vcrfed nor only in thofe fubjecls which relate 

to his own profcfllon, but things in general,) with his 
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ufual diligence, fpent the fmall time the fhips remained 
in Adventure Bay, in examining the country, we mail 
orefent our readers with his remarks on the inhabitants 
and their language, and his account of the natural pro- 
ductions of the country ; which are to the following 

PU ^ere is a beautiful fandy beach, about two miles 
lone, at the bottom of Adventure Bay, formed, to all 
appearance, by the particles waflied by the fea from a 
wry fine white fand-ftone. This beach is well adapted 
for hauling iHeine : behind it is a plain, with a black- 
ifh lakei^out of which were caught, by angling, fome 
bream and trout. The other parts of the country are 
imoftly hilly, and are an entire foreft of tall trees, ren- 
dered almoft impaflable by fhrubs, breaks of fern and 
fallen trees. 

The foil on the flat land, and on the lower part of 
the hills, is fandy, or confifts of a yellowifh mould, and, 
in fome parts, of a reddifh clay ; but farther up the hills 
it is of a grey tough caft. The country, upon the 
whole, bears many marks of being very dry, and the 
heat appears to be great. > 

No mineral bodies, or ftones of any other than the 
white fand ftone, already mentioned, were obferved, 
nor were there any vegetables found that affbrajed fub- 

iiftence for man. 

The foreft trees are all of one kind, and, in general, 
quite ftrait ; they bear clufters of fmall white flow- 
• crs. 

The principal plants are a fpecies of gladiolus, rufh, 
bell-flower, famphire, wood-forrel, milk-wort and Job's 
tears, with a few others peculiar to the place. 

The only animal of the quadruped kind feen diftinct- 
ly, was a fpecies of opoflTum, about twice the fize of a 
large rat. The kanguroo, another animal, found far- 
ther worthward in New Holland, muft cerainly inhabit 
here, as fome of the natives had pieces of their fkins. 

There are fever al forts of birds 5 but all fo fcarce 
tnd fhy; that it is plain they are harrafled by the na- 
tives, who chiefly fubfift upon them. In the woods, the 
principal forts are large brown hawks or eagles; crows 
nearly the fame as ours in England; yellowifh paro- 
quets, and another fmall one, which has part of the 
head and neck of a moll beautiful azure colour, and 
was thence named tnotacilla cyanea. On the (hore 
were feveral gulls, black oyfter- catchers or fea-pies, 
and plovers of a ftone colour, with a black hood. 
About tfye pond or lake behind the beach, a few wild 
ducks were feen, and fome (hags were obferved to 
pearch upon the high leaflefs trees near the (hore. 

Some olackim fnakes pretty large were feen in the 
woods, and a lizard was killed that was fifteen inches 
long and fix round, beautifully clouded with black and 
yellow. 

The fea affords qprat variety of fifti, as the elephant- 
fifb, rays, nurles, leather- jackets, white bream, foles, 
flounders, gurnards, befides a fort not recollected 30 
have been leen before, and which partakes of the na- 
ture, both of a round and a flat-fifli. 

Upon the rocks are plenty of mufcles and other fmall 
fhell-fiih ; and fome pretty Medufa's heads were found 
upon the beach. 

There is a confiderable variety of infects here, though 
they are not numerous. The molt troublefome are the 
mufquitoes, and a large black ant, whole bite inflicts 
extreme pain. 



The natives here met with had little of that fero- 
cious afpect common to favages 5 but, on the con- 
trary, feemed mild and cheerful, without referve, or 
jealous of ftrangers. They are devoid almoft of per- 
fonal activity End genius, and, in thofe particulars, 
nearly upon a par with the inanimate inhabitants of 
Terra del Fuego, who are lb deficient in point of inven- 
tion, as not to be capable of making clothing for de- 
fending themfelves from the extreme rigour of their 
climate, though furnifhed with the materials. They 
difplay indeed fome ingenuity in their method of cutting 
their arms and bodies in lines of different directions, 
raifed above the furface of their Ikins. However, 
their want of curiofity, indifference for prefents made 
them, and general inattention, plainly terrified they 
are not pofleflfed of any acutenefs of underftandin. 

Their colour is a dull black, fometimes heightened 
by fmutting their bodies, as was fuppofed from their 
leaving a mark behind on touching any clean rub- 
ftance. Their hair is perfectly woolly, and clotted 
with greafe like that of the Hottentots. Their nofes, 
though flat, are broad and full, and the lower part of 
the face projects confiderably. Their eyes are of a 
moderate fize, and though not remarkably quick and 
piercing, give the countenance a frank, cheerful and 
pleafing caft. Their teeth are not very white, nor well 
let, their mouths are rather wide; they wear their beards 
long and clotted with paint. In other relpects they 
are well proportioned, though the belly projects rather 
too much. 

Their mod favourite attitude is to (land with one 
fide forward, and one hand grafping acrofs the back 
the oppofite arm, which, on this occafion, hangs down 
by the fide that projects. 

Near the more in the bay were obferved fome 
wretched conftructions of fticks, covered with bark, 
which Icarcely deferve the name of huts. They feemed, 
indeed, to have been merely temporary, as many of 
their largeft trees appeared to have been converted into 
more comfortable and commodious habitations. The 
trunks of thefe were hollowed out by fire to the height 
of fix or feven feet. That they fometimes dwell in 
them was evident from the hearths in the middle, made 
of clay, round which four or five perfon.s might fit. 
Thefe places of fhelter are rendered durable by their 
leaving one fide of the tree found, fo that it continues 
growing; as luxuriantly as thofe which remain un- 
touched. 

From a variety of circumftances it feems evident that 
the natives of Van Diemen's Land originate from the 
(lock with thofe of the northern parts of New Holland* 
If in fome, or many inftances they vary, the difference 
may reasonably be confidered to arife from diftance of 
place, entire feparatioh, diverfity of climate, and length 
of time. The operation of all thefe concurring caufes 
will account for greater differences, both as to perfons, 
manners, and cuftoms, than thole defcribed between the 
natives of Van Diemen's L,and and thofe in Captairt 
Cook's firft voyage. That there is not a refembfance 
in their language is an argument eafily obviated : ir 
fhall then furhxc to remark, that though agreement of 
language among people living at a diftance from each 
other may be adduced as a ftrontf proof of their hav- 
ing fpninjj from one common foiucej di (agreement of 
language is by no means a proof of the contrary. 



* sis the various sir ticks of 'information refpefting ^^Cn^^^rjA^fcfiGbAf^^M^^^ ~'^< r ^?X" < I TolI:iricl, TS^rv^ Zealand, New 
Caledonia, New Hebrides, Friendly and Society? ;, lffll!a I, Otahcite, Owhyce, Sandwich J Hands, (j?c. 
are equally important and entertaining, we judged it expedient to pre fen t them to our Readers in an 
abftratted point of vte:v t and have therefore rejerved a [pace for the infection 0/* Norfolk, and the otbsr frit- 
tered I Hands, thai b.ivc hem difeovercd between the Equator and the Southern tropic, which we fhall enumerate 
and dejeribe together an or ding to the tnofl modern and accurate amounts. 
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SECTION I. 

Djj'c every. Dejcription of the country as to ft t nation, 

extent, foil, climate, mountains, &c.&e. 

TASMAN, a Dutch navigator, mentioned on a 
former occafion, dilcovered this high mountainous 
country in the year 1462. He coafted the eaflcrn 
part from latitude 34 to 43 degrees. Meeting with a 
very hoflile reception from the natives, as loon as he 
came to anchor, he thought it prudent to weigh with- 
out fo much as attempting to land; but gave the ap- 
pellation of Murderer's Bay to the road in which lie 
dropped anchor, and the general name of New Zea- 
land to the whole country, at that period fuppofed to 
be part of a fouthern continent. 

New Zealand has been repeatedly vifited by Captain 
Cook, firfl in 1769, in the clofe of which and the be- 
ginning of die en filing yea] - , he coafted the country 
during a fpace of fix months, and found it to confiil of 
two large iflands divided by a paffagc, (now called 
Cook's Straits) about four or live leagues broad, and 
lying nearly north and fouth of each other, between 
the latitudes of 34 degrees 21 minutes and 47 degrees 
£5 minutes fouth, and between the longitude of 166 
and 1 80 degrees call. The lame navigator vifited it 
.again in 1773, and for the third time in 1774. 

Tliefe two iflands are nearly of the fame extent, and 
taken together as large as Great Britain, having many 
fin all iflands about them. The northernmoft is called 
by the natives Fahei-nomarve, and the fouthernmoft 
Tovy or Tovai-Poenammoo. The Litter is moftly 
hilly, and, to appearance, barren and thinly inhabited ; 
but the former, though very mountainous, is tolerably 
fertile, and can boaft of a rivulet runnim* through every 
valley. Though thefe vallies do not abound with 
wood, yet, fiom the apparent nature of the foil, it was 
the opinion of our ingenious and fpcculative country- 
man, that every kind of Kuropcan grain would flourifh 
here, and that through the cxemon of indnlliy in cul- 
tivation, not only the neecllai ie\ but luxuries of life 
might |v obtained in rich variety. The climate, upon 
the 'Whole, is laid If) lie more tempuatc than that of 
Kit gland, fiom the vi geiables that were found ^.'row- 
ing there in llie winter feafon. 

Captain Cook, during the couifeof his fix months 
circuit, in which he fully cxplotcd the toalls of both 
iUands, gave names to f veral bays, rivers, and oilier 
parts of thole eoalls, from remarkable characters and 
various occurring c ircuuillanccs. For inflance, he 
called the full place where he anchored Poverty B.iy, 
becaufe no ncccfliuics weie found there but wood, 
'l ive next port he made was named Mercury Bay, be- 
caufe an obferv.ition was there made- of the Tranlit of 
Mercury over the Sun; it is hunted in latitude- ^6 
degrees 5/ nunutis. The rivei that empties itklf at 
the head of Mercury Hay was called The River 
Thames, fiom its appurnt refcmhlance to our liver of 
that name; anil its banks are pointed out as the moll 
advantageous fpul in thefe iflands for planting a colony. 
The Hay of' I (land 1 , lying mote to the northward, de - 
rives its appellation from the puat number of illanils 
contiguous ami from its fveial harbours, whit h arc 
equally fale and commodious. 

North Cape, or t\ipe North, fo called from its fu na- 
tion, is tlie noiilmn extiemiiy of land on the liland 
lv..ilu i-nomarve. 'I'he coafl along the uiflern fliore 
vie, 1 ailed, The JVIirt Coall, and a peak r< maikably 

liigli, of moll majelUc appeal ance, and from the fpace 



which the fnow occupies on it, fuppofed to be not 
much inferior to the Peak of Teneriffe, named Mount 
Kgmonr, and the lhore under it, forming a large cape, 
received the appellation of Cape Kgmont. 

"I'he fouthern iiland was as accurately furveyed as 
the northern. Here like wife, from the caufes above- 
mentioned, names were given to feveral parts, a* 
Banks's Iiland, Cape Saunders, The Traps, Duflty Bay, 
Admiralty B ly, ccc. oVc 

In Queen Charlotte's Sound, (in which is fituatcd 
Murderer's Bay, fo called by Tafman) was difeo- 
vered a fine dream of excellent water, and wood in 
abundance. The inhabitants, who fcarcely exceeded 
four bundled in number, were difperfed along the (hore; 
they ai\- poorer than the inhabitants of other parts of 
the country, their ground is uncultivated, their chief" 
food is filh and fearn- roots, ant) their cano«K are without 
ornament. The climate here is much rnilaer than that 
of Duflty Bay, and as no froft was feen at the beginning 
of June, almofl tlie depth of winter, it is probable that 
it feldom freezes here. There were fome curiofities 
found on the hills and beaches, and from many differ- 
ent appearances, the former exitlence of a volcano in 
New Z- aland was more than conjectured. Queen Char- 
lotte's Sound is particularly eligible as a port and place 
of rcfrefhmcnt, from the number of anti-fcorbutic 
plants v.hich grow upon every beach, many of whicji 
contribute both to health and aliment. 



SECTIO N II. 

Product 'ion s, Vvgetahle and yJn'vm.1, as Trees, PianU^ 

luj\\\h, Birds, DeajLsy bij'hes, ijc. 

KOM the hired account it appears tint the vcrc- 
\} table piodiiclions of this country fuiriciencly indi- 
cate the ijuility of the foil ; indeed the ftrength in vc-i 
geration mud be greatly affifled by the temperature of 
the limate. The hills, except a few towards the f/:\ 
are one continued fored of lofty trees, which fiourilh 
v.ith uii'o vigour; and it was remarked that 

no count iy a'K)iinded upon the whole fo much with trees 
and plants that were entirely unknown to the naturalifh 
of Kurepc as New Zealand. Tlie fize, growth and du- 
rability of the timber render it fit for any kind of build- 
in;?. 

i'he large trees on the hills are chiefly'of two forts, 
one of them is of the fizc of our htrgefl firs, tnd grows 
lUAiiy in the fame manner. A decoction of" its leaves 
fermented with fugar or treacle, fupplics the place of 
Ipruce in making beer, and our countrymen acknow- 
ledged it to be little inferior to American fpruec beer; the 
other fort of nee is like a maple, and often plows vtiy 
large, but is only lit for fuel, the wood being too heavy 
for malls and $*aid\, though it was the general opinion, 
that if fome means could be deviled to lighnn them, 
they would produce mall ; iuperior to thole of any 
country in h o rope. 

Tlure we. lound in Dolby Hay a beautiful tree in, 
(lower, of the myrtle kind, of which an infufon wan 
drank inlb ad ol tea. It . have-, are aiomatic, allringt nt, 
and have a very plealant flavour at the full infufion, 
whi<:h is changed to a Ilrong bitter on pouring water on. 
the leaves a fecund time. 

A great variety of tree;, grow on the flats behind the 
beaches: two or ih,ve beat a kind of plumb of the 
fi/.e of prunes; (he < MU - \ V |,h h is yellow is called 

kanaca, and the other, which i> Mark, maiiao, thorn h 
neuhcr of them alibi Jed a pleaj'ant uih \ The woods 
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in many parts were fo over-run with fupple jacks, that 
it was fcarely poffible to force a way through them* 
feveral of thefe were fifty or fixty feet long. 

The moft profitable plants which this country pro- 
duces are wild celiery and a kind of crefles, which grow 
in abundance on all parts of the fea coafts. Thefe are 
fometimes ufed as fallad or dreffed as greens. In all 
thofe ways they are excellent, and, together with the 
fiih, form a defireable refrefliment. Here is the proper 
mulberry-tree, but extremely rare, and a berry which 
ferves the natives inftead of flax and hemp, and exceeds 
all that are made ufe of for fuch purpofes in other 
countries. There are two forts of this plant, in one 
kind the flowers are yellow, and in the other, a deep 
red. Of the leaves of thefe plants, with very little 
preparation, the natives make all their common ap- 
parel of thefe alfo they make all their lines and cor- 
dage for every purpoie. Thefe are much ftronger 
than any thing we can make with hemp. This plant 
grows in all places near the fea, and fometimes a con- 
fide rable way up the hills, in bunches or tufts j being 
perennial it may be cut down to the root every year, 
and requires little care and attendance in the cultivation. 
It is remarked that our botanifts were greatly tanta- 
lized here by the appearance of numerous trees and 
ihrubs, which had loll their flowers and fruits, and only 
ferved to give them an idea of the great profufion of 
vegetables in this country v 

There is not a great number of infedts in this coun- 
try. There is a fort of little crane fly, particularly 
troublefome in the fouthern parts during bad weather. 
The land fly, the only noxious one, is very numerous 
here, and is almoft as difagreeable as the mufquitoe. 
Their bite caufes a fwelling and intolerable itching. 
There are fome butter-flies, two forts of dragon-flies, 
fome fmall grafshoppers, feveral forts of fpiders, fome 
black ants, and fcorpion flies, with whofe chirping the 
woods refound. There are fnakes and lizards of an 
enormous fize, described as eight feet long, and equal to 
a man's body in circumference. 

The woods abound with birds, fome very beautiful, 
and moft of them peculiar to the place. The only bird 
here which refembles any in Europe is the gannet; 
here are ducks and lhaggs, but very different from any 
among us; their hawks, owls, and quails differ but 
little. There is a fmall green bird, almofr. the only 
mufical one to be found here. His melody is fo 
fweet, and his notes fo varied, that the liftener would 
imagine himfelf furrounded by a variety of birds, when 
he exerts his vocal powers. From this circumftance he 
was called, the mocking bird. 

Here are water hens of a large fpecies ; rails are 
fcarce in all parts of New Zealand, except at Bulky 
Bay, where they were fecn in great numbers ; alfo cor- 
morants, oyfier-catchcrs or feapies, albatrofles, ducks, 
penguins, and other forts of the aquatic kind. Five 
fpecies of ducks were found in Dulky Ray, differing 
from each other in fize and plumage. Among the 
fmall birds, are the wattlc-binl, the poy-bird, and the 
fantail. Of the fantail there are different forts ; but 
the body of the moft remaikable one is fcarccly larger 
than a good filbert, yet It fprcads a tail of mod beau- 
tiful plumage, furpi i/.ing in extent confidering its 
fize. Our late travellers remark, that though it would 
be difficult and fatiguing to follow the birds of (port on 
account of the quantity of underwood and the climb- 
ing plants, yet by continuing in one place, a fowler may 
fhoot as many in a day as would feive feven or eight 
perfons. The reafon afligncd for tin 1 ; obfervation is, 
that thefe birds were fo little acquainted with mankind 
that they familial Iv perched on the nr., reft branches and 
hopped even on the ends of the fowling pieces, looking 
at every one that came near them with the greateft 
niriofuy. 

It is remarkable, that in this extenfive country, the 
only quadrupeds which are known are dogs anil rats. 
I he dogs are of the rough, long haired fort, with 

pricked ears, and much rcfembling the ihcphcrd't cur* 
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they are of different colours, and though kept by the 
natives as a domeftic animal, pampered and indulged 
with fifh as food in common with their matters ; their 
bodies are afterwards eaten by them, and their (kins ap- 
plied to various ufes of drefs and ornament. The 
cuftom of eating dog's flefh is partly general among 
the inhabitants of thefe fouthern climes, and was at 
length adopted by our European navigators as a relief 
from the loathfome tafle of fait provifions. The leg of 
a dog, killed on board one of the fhips, was roafled and 
ferved up at the captain's table, which the company 
through difufe could not diftinguifh from mutton. 

Many forts of fifh were caught here by the feine, and 
amongft the reft a fpecies unknown in Europe, but very 
delicious. Every creek fwarms with them. Mackarel 
of various kinds were caught in immenfe fhoals ; but 
the higheft luxury which the fea affords here, is the 
lobfter or fea Cray- fifh, which differs from thofe in 
Europe in feveral particulars. They have a great 
number of prickles on their backs and are red when 
firft taken out of the water. There are elephant- fifh, 
mullets, foles, flounders, bream, conger-eels, and a fifh 
of five or fix pound weight, called by the natives a 
mogge. With the hook and line was caught a bLxkifh 
fifh called cole-fifh by the feamen, but differing greatly 
from that of the fame name in Europe. There is alfo 
a fort of fmall falmon, fkate, gurnards and nurfes. Thefe 
in general are well flavoured, but the fmall falmon, cole- 
fifh, and mogge are fuperior to the other. There 
are vaft quantities of mufcles among the rocks, many 
cockles in the fand of the fmall beaches, and in fome 
places oyfters, which, though fmall, have an agreeable 
taftc, together with other fhell fifh of various kinds. 

Before we clofe an account of the natural produc- 
tions of this country, we fhall remark that there is not 
here any mineral defer ving notice, except a green jaf- 
per ftone of which the tools and ornaments of the in- 
habitants are made. This is held in high eftimation 
among them, and they entertain fome fuperftitious no- 
tions about the mode of its generation, but the par-* 
ticulars our countrymen could not comprehend* 

SECTION III. 

Defer ipt ion of the perfons of the inhabitants. 'Their drefs w 
habitations ■, food, utenfils, weapons, canoes, and their 
appurtenances. 

TH E number of inhabitants bears no proportion 
to the extent of country. The fouthern part is 
very thinly inhabited, confiding chiefly of wanderers • 
but the northern is better peopled, though the weltcrn 
fide of the ifland is quite a defert, and the interior 
parts are lb mountainous that fcarce any place is inha- 
bited but the fea coafls. 

Tiie Hature of the New Zealandcrs in general is 
equal to the Europeans, but they are not fo well form- 
ed, cfpecially about the limbs, which are diftorted by 
fitting fo much on their hams, and being depiived, by 
the mountainous nature of the country, from ufing that 
kind of excrcife which would render the body ftraighc 
and well proportioned. Some, however, are well made, 
vigorous and active, anil have a good (hare of adroit- 
nefs and manual dexterity. 

Their complexion in geneial is brown, though not 
deeper than mat of a Spaniard who has been expofed 
to tlie heat of the fun. They ;«re rather ciukcr in the 
fouthern ifland. Their faces are commonly round, 
their lips rather full, and rlui.* nofes (though not flat) 
large towards the point. T heir eyes are large, their 
teeth broad and irregular, their hair in prne-al black, 
It rung and ftraight, commonly cut fhort on the hinder 
part, ami the reft tied on the crown of the head. The 
countenance of the young is generally free and open, 
but in many of the men it has a leriuus or iiillen cafr. 
The men are larger than the women, who are not re- 
markable for any peeuli.ir graces cither of form or 
feature | but their voices are exceeding foft and hat- 
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tnotrious, by which they are chiefly diftinguifhed, the 
drefs of both fexes being nearly the fame. Like the 
women of other count tie -, they have a cheai fulnefs fu- 
perior to the men, and a greater flow or animal fpi - 

They have a garment made of filky flax, about five 
feet in length and tour in breadth. This appears to be 
their principal manufacture, which is performed by 
knotting- Two corners of" this garment pais over the 
fhoulcters, and they fallen it on the breaft with that 
which covers the body * it is ag'in fattened about rhe 
belly with a girdle made of "mar. It is ibmerimes 
covered with dog ftcin or large (Varhtrs. Many of them 
wear coats over this garment, extending from the fhotil- 
ciers to the heels. The mofl: common covering, how- 
ever, is a quantity of the fedgy plant badly manufactur- 
ed, fattened to a firing and thrown over the fhouJdc*s, 
whence it falls down on all fides to the' middle of the 
thHis. They adorn their heads with feathers, combs of 
bone or wood, pearl fhells, and the inner (kin of leaves. 
Both fexes have their ears flit, in which are hung beads, 
pieces of jafper, or bits of cloth. Some have rhe 
fcepttrm of the nofe bored in she lower part, but no 
ornament was feen in it. 

Their tattowing is done very curiovrfly, in fpi nil and 
other figures, ami in many places indented with their 
fkin, fo as to look like carving; but, at a diftance, it 
appears as if it had been only fmeared with black paint. 
This tattowing" and training the face is peculiar to the 
principal men among them; thofe of inferior rank, as 
well as women, content themfelves with befmearing 
their faces with red paint or ochre. The women wear 
necklaces of fliarVs teeth, or bunches of long beads, and 
fome of them h?ve fmall triangular aprons, adorned 
with feather* or pieces of penrl-fhells fattened about the 
waift with a double or treble fet of cords. Their winter 
drefs is a fhaggy cloak, called boghee boghee, which 
hang round their necks like a thatch of draw. Their 
cloth is white and as gloffy as filk, worked by hands, 
and wrought as even as if it had been wrought in a 
loom, and is chiefly worn by the men, though it is 
made by women, who alio carry burthens and do all the 
drudgery. 

As many families e reeled their huts clofe to thefpots 
where our countrymen fixed their temporary abode, they 
had a full view of them, and expreffed furprize at the 
facility with which they build them. They have been 
feen to eredl above twenty of them on a lj>ot of ground 
which was covered with plants and fhrubs not an hour 
before. The favages had "no fboner leaped from the 
canoes, than they tore up the fhrubs and plants from rhe 
ground they had fixed on, and put up fome part oft lie 
framing of a hut. Thefe hitts are fiifTiciently calcu- 
lated for affording fhelter from the rain and wind, and 
are built contiguous to each other. The heft feen was 
built rn the manner of one of our country barns, and 
was about fix feet m height, fifteen in breadth and 
thirty-three in length. The infidc was fr 



frron^ and re- 
gnlar, well fattened by means of whlies, cv'c. and painted 
red and blacfc. At one end it has a hole fcrving as .t 
door to creep out at, near which is a fquarc hole, whit h 
ferves both for window and chimney. I bider this par- 
ticular we infioduce a brief account of their hippahs, or 
fortified villages, which are very remarkable. 

They are \\ rung holds, erected on rocks, and fecured 
on the land fide by a bank, a ditch, and an high paling 
within i lu* ditch. Some have nut -wo lies curiofly con- 
structed. Thefe places feein only to be the occafional a- 
bodes of the natives in cafe of danger from their ene- 
mies ; fur as loon as their flare of tranquillity returns, 
they (jiiit thefe heights for the level country. 

Their chief food is filh, which they catch with differ- 
ent kinds of nets, or wooden fifh hooks pointed with 
bone, but made in fo extraordinary a manner, that it 
appears alhaiilhing how they can anfwer fueh a purpofe. 
They fhew( d themfelves more expert fifhermen than 
any of their Ivuropean vifitants, nor were any of the 
methods pim' tiled by our people- equal to theirs. They 



drefs their fifh by roafting, or rather baking, them, bc-s 
ing entirely ignorant of the art of boiling. It is thus 
they alio drefs the root of the large fern-tree, in a hole 
prepared for that purpofe i when drefled, they fplit it 
and find a glutinous fubftance within, not unlike fagci 
powder. The fmaller fern-root feems to be their fub-j 
fiitutc for bread; being dried and carried about with 
them, together with great quantities of dried fifh, when 
they go far from their habitations. 

Their only liquor is water, and they conftantly refufed 
to touch either wine or brandy, when on board the Eu- 
ropean veffels, and drank pure water or fweetened with 
fugar, though they partook very freely of the provifior.s 

that were put on the table. 

They are reprefented as filthy in their feeding as in 
their perfons, which often emit a very offenfive efflu- 
via, from the quantity of greafe about them, and from 
their never warning their garments. 

For an uncivilized people, their ingenuity claims 
notice; as, without the affiflance of metal tools, they 
make every thing by which they procure their fubfif- 
tence, cloathing and warlike weapons, with neatnefs, 
flrength and convenience. Their chief mechanical 
tools are tlie adze and axe, made of hard black flrone, 
chifTels of human bone, or fragments of jafper. They 
elleem their axes the mofl valuable of their poflVffions y 
nor will part with one of them upon any con federation. 
They have bafkets of various kinds and fizes, made 
of wicker-work. The making of nets feems to be the 
flaple manufacture of thofe parts of the country which 
were vifited. Thefe nets are of a circular^ form, ex- 
tended by two hoops, and about feven or eight feet in 
diameter ; the top is open, and they fatten lea-ears to 
the bottom as a bait. They let down this net, fo as to 
lie upon the ground ; and when they imagine fifh enough 
are collected over it, they draw up by a gentle motion, 
fo that the fifh rife with it fcarcely fenftble that they are 
lifted, till they come near the furface of the water, and 
then a Hidden jerk brings them with the net into the 
boat. 

Thev have a lingular tafle for carving, which mil ft be 
admitted as their matter-piece. This appears on the 
mofl trifling things : the ornaments on the heads of 
fome of their canoes not only difplay much ckfign, but 
execution. Their tools in general are very awkward. 
A fhell, a piece of flint or jafper, is their fubflitute for 
a knife, and a fhark's tooth fixed on the end of a piece 
of wood is their augur. 

Their chief weapons are fpears or lances, darts, bat- 
tle-axes, and the patoo-patoo. The fpear is fourteen 
or fifteen feet long, pointed at both ends, and fome- 
titnes headed with bone. They are grafped by the mid- 
dle, fo that the part behind balancing that before makes 
a pufh more difficult to be parried than that of a wea- 
pon which is held by the end. The patoo-patoo is 
formed like a pointed battledore with a fhort handle 
and fharp edges, and defigned for clofe fighting : through 
the handle there is a firing to twill round rhv hand when 
the weapon is ufed. The patoo-patoo is worn in the 
girdle, as a confiderable military ornament, and feldont 
tails of doing execution. 

The chiefs cany about them a Raff of diflinclion, 
generally the rib of a whale, ornamented round the top 
with carving, dog- flvin and feathers, like our halberts. 
Sometimes this flaff is meerly a flick about lix feet long* 
adorned in the fame manner, and inlaid with a (hell 
relcmbling mother-of-pearl. 

The New Zealandcis difplay ingenuity in the con- 
fliuclion of their canoes, which are of different fizes, 
and much refemblc the New Kngland whale-boat. Some 
of the laigeft fort feem to be built for war, being near 
levcnry feet long, five feet broad, and thi ee feet and an 
half deep. They have a fharp bottom, confiding of 
three trunks of trees hollowed, of which that in the 
middle is the longefl. The fide-pinnies are fi xry -two 
feet long in one piece, and not defpicably carved in 
has relief; rhe head is flill more richly adorned with 

carving. The gunwale boards are like wife frequently 
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lamented with tufa of white feathers R^Jg^ 
black eround; Their boats are worked by paddies, 
atout frTfeet long, neatly made, the blade being oval, 
pSed at the bottom and gradually lofing its oval form 
fn the handle. They make their ftrokes with thofe pad- 
dles with incredible quicknefs, and keep time fo exaftly 
Sat all the rowers fee m actuated by one common im- 
pulse Sails of matting fixed upright, between two 
poles, are fometimes tiled ; but they can make no way 
with theft, unlcfi it be right before the wind. The 
fmaller canoes were no other than trunks of trees, in- 
tended wholly for fifhing, without either convenience 
or ornament. The New Zealanders are by no means 
expeFt in navigation, their knowledge being wholly 
confined to what is called plain-failing. 



SECTION IV. 

Difpofition and cuftoms of the inhabitants of JVW Zea- 
land. Their Jkill in agriculture ; innate feroctty ; 
horrid cruelties j incidental difeojes ; religious tenets, 

PERPETUAL, divifions prevail amongft the na- 
tives of this country, who live under continual ap- 
prehenfions of being deftroyed by each other; moll of 
their tribes having, as they think, fuftained injuries from 
fome other tribe/which they are over-eager to revenge. 
They generally fteal upon the adverfe party in the 
night i and if they chance to find them unguarded, which 
feldom happens, they put every one to death without 
diftinclion, not fparing even women or children. When 
they have compleated the inhuman maffacre, they either 
gorge themfelves on the fpot, or cai ry off as many bo- 
dies as they can, and feaft on them at home with the 
moft horrid acts of brutality. If they are difcovered 
before they have time to execute their fanguinary pur- 
pofe, they ufually fteal off again ; and fometimes they 
are purfucd and attacked by the adverfe party in 
their turn. They never give quarter, fo that the van- 
quifhed mud truft ro Might alone fdrfafety. From this 
ftate of perpetual hoftility, and this deftructive mode 
of carrying it on, a New Zealander acquires fuch ha- 
bitual vigilance and circumfpection, that he is fcarce 
ever off his guard ; indeed, they have the moft powerful 
motives to be vigilant. 

Though the inhabitants of the fouthern ifle in parti- 
cular lead a wandering kind of life, and feem to be 
under no regular kind of government, the head of each 
tribe is refpected, and, on fome occafions, commands 
obedience. Thofe of the northern ifle acknowledge a 
fovereign to whom great refpedb is paid, and by whom 
jullice is probably adminiftered. The European vifit- 
ants were given to undcrfland that they poflefled their 

authority by inheritance. 

"Witli refpcc"t to the different employments of the 
men and women of this country, it fhould feem that the 
former till the ground, make nets, catch birds, and fi Ih 
with nets and lines. The women dig up fern-roots, 
collect. Iobfters and other fhell-fifh in the (hallow 
waters near the beat h, drefs the food and weave cloth. 

Refpeel is paid to old men amor\g them, who may 
be fuppofrd to owe their confequence to the long ex- 
perience they have gained i hut their chiefs are ftrong, 
aclive young men, in the prime and flower of their 
life. 

Though the ferocity of thefe people is evident from 
in fiances already mentioned, it will appear more glar- 
ing in their cruelties towards fome of our countrymen 
in the year 1 77;?. 

The two mips commanded by the Captains Cook and 
Fu meat ix having parted company, and not happening 
to join again, fome time after the departure of Captain 
Cook, Captain lmrneaux arrived in the month of 
Dec ember in (^uren Charlotte's Sound.— While he lay 
there, a c inrer with two nctty ofiicers and eight fea- 

nicn being lent up a creek to procure wood and wa- 



ter, not returning; the day following a boat was fent 
with an officer in queft of them. They were foon a- 
larmed by the fight of fome parts of the cutter, and 
fome (hoes, one of which was known to belong to a 
midfhipman who was one of the party : prefently a piece 
of meat was found* which at fir ft was fuppofed to be 
fome of the fa l ted meat belonging to the cuttei 's crew } 
but on clofcr examination, it was found to be frefli. 
Several bafkets "lay oh the beach tied up, which they 
eagerly cut open, and found to contain mailed flefh and 
fern-roots, which ferved them for bread. On farther 
fearch many filoes were found} and a hand, which was 
immediately known to belong to a forecaftleman, it 
being marked with the initial letters of his name with an 
instrument, by a native of Otalieite. Many other ar- 
ticles were found, till having fearched in vain in every 
part of the beach for the cutter, a fhocking fpcctaclc 
fuddenly opened to their view. Here were fcattered 
the heads, hearts and lungs of feveral of the unhappy 
men who had beeh mafiacred by the natives, and dogs 
were feeii devouring their entrails. The failors flood 
aghaft> flruck with horror at the fight, and with im- 
precations vowed revenge* which was foon executed by 
firing and killing many of the favages, and deftroy- 
inor all the canoes that lav on the beach. 



Notwithstanding the divided ftate in which thefe people 
live, and the ferocity evident in divers inftances in their 
difpofition, our countrymen had an opportunity of re- 
marking, not only their perfonal fubordination, but fome 
proofs of their hofpitality* 

Going on fhore in fearch of the natural productions of 
the country, two very ingenious gentlemen accidentally 
fell in with an agreeable Indian family. The principal 
were a widow and a darling fon about ten years old. 
The widow was mourning for her hufband, according 
to their cuftom, with tears of blood, and t! child, by 
die death of the father, was become proprietor of a 
diftrict of land. The widow and her Ion were fitting 
\ipon mats, and the reft of the family, to the number of 
16 or 17 of both fexes, fat round them in the open 
air for they did not appear to have any S..me or other 
flicker from the weather, the inclemencies of which 
cuftom had enabled them to endure without any lifting 
inconvenience. It was remarked that their whole be-* 
haviour was obliging, affable, and unfufpicious. They 
prefented their vifitants with a fifh, and a brand of fire to 
drefs it, and importuned them to ftay till morning, which 
they would have done, had they not expected the veffel 
to fail. 

When our Britifli navigators firft explored thefe parts, 
the firft inhabitants they faw were a man and two wo- 
men. The man flood with a batde-axe and club in his 
hand, on the rocky point of an ifland, and called to the 
commander and other who werepafling near him in a 
boat. The women were behind him, each with a long 
fpear in her hand. His falutation was anfwerrd in the 
language of Otaheite, " Tayobarre mai Friend, come- 
hither. He did not, however, ftir from his poft ; but 
held a long fpeech, frequently fwinging round his club, 
on which he leaned at other times. The commander 
landed on the rock alone. The poor native gave evi- 
dent tokens of fear, but flood however firm on the fame 
fpot. The commander went up to him and embraced 
him, according to the cuftom of the country, by joining- 
nofes. This token of amity difpellcd all appiehcn- 
fions on the part of the natives. The man iccrived flic 
prefents that were made him, and the two women joined 
company. One of them had a prodigious exrrrf cno: 
on the upper lip, and was in every refpect rcmaiktUy 
ugly. 

On a renewal of the vifit the next day, the natives 
received all the articles that were offered them with juv.it 
indifference, except hatchets and fpike nails j in return 
for which, they parted with feveial of their ornaments 
ami weapons, nut did not feem inclined to pair with 
their fpears. A good underflanding hcinn- now efta- 
blifhcd, the next time our countrymen vi fired 1 hem, 
they found them dicflcd out in the hijjhefl tulle of the 
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country. Their hair was combed, tied to the crown 
of the head, and anointed with oil or greafe; white fea- 
thers were flack at the top; (bine had fillets of white 
feathers all round die head, anil others wore pieces of 
an albatrok fkin with the fine down in their ears, A 
cloak of red baize was presented to the chief, in return 
for which he gave the commander a patoo-patoo, 
which he drew from his fide : it was a fiiort club made 
of fifth bone, 

A man and young woman being prevailed on to come 
on board, the former, before he left the fhore, broke off 
a fmall green branch from a bufh, walked on with it in 
his hand, and having ftruck the (hip's fide with it feve- 
ral times, began to recite a kind of fpeech or prayer, 
which feemed to have regular cadences, and to be ar- 
ranged in metre as a poem. It laded two or three mi- 
nutes, and when over, he threw the branch into the main 
chain, and went on board. His manner of delivering 
folemn orations r.nd making peace is practifed by all 
nations in the South Seas, as appears from the teftimo- 
nies of various voyagers. 

Every thing they fuw excited the curiofity both of the 
gil l and the man : they were particularly pleafed to find 
the ufe of chairs, and that they might be removed from 
place to place ; but it was notpoffible to fix their atten- 
tion to any one thing for a fingle monent. 

Of all the various prefents that were made the man, 
hatchets and Ipike nails flail continued to be mod: valu- 
able in his eyes > thefe he never would fuffer to go out of 
his hands after he had once laid hold of them, whereas 
he would lay many other articles carelefsly down, and 
at lafi: leave them behind him. They could not be pre- 
vailed upon to eat any thing ; but parted fome compli- 
ments on our countrymen according to their own forms 
and cufloms. 

In a Jhori time an acquaintance was cultivated with a 
few more of the natives, w ho feemed to be the only inha- 
bitants in this part of the country. Thefe coveted the 
polleflion of every thing they fiw, or could lay their 
hands on, except mulkcts, which they would nor touch, 
having learnt to dread them as inftruments of death, 
from the deftruction they had feen them make among 

the wild fowl. 

The difpolition of tluf • people is very remarkable, as, 
if they had not difcovered themielves, and thereby made 
the firft advances, they might with great cafe have kept 
thcmfelve:. concealed but a certain opennels and ho- 
nelty appeared fiiongiy to majk their character; for had 
they been inclined to treachery, they would have endea- 
voured to have rut off iinall parties that were frequently 
difperfed in dirTcjent j»arts of the woods, in which they 
might have been hut too fuoccfsful. 

As a difplayof the difpofition of thefe people in par- 
ticular, and the attraction of novelty in general, we fhali 
lubjnin fome ane< dot's which, it is prefumed, will con- 
duce to the entei raininent of our readers. 

A New Zealander came on board an European vef- 
fel when flu- lay in Queen Charlotte's Sound, accom- 
panied bv his fon and daughter. Being introduced into 
The cabbin, the Ion \\.»s picfenrcel by the captain with 
divers tiinkcts, and diclUd out in one of his own white 
ihirrs. Unable to wtlhltand the impulfe of puerile va- 
niiy, lie ran upon do k in 01 der to (hew his finery to his 
countrymen. An old he-goat, conceiving a kind of ca- 
pricious elillike to tin- ludicrous fmure or poor Khoaa, 
(foi that was the hoy'.s name) a Hailed him, and railing 

v.iih one hurt of his head, laid 

The fat he)-, amazed to lee 
■■ Min u J with filth, bellowed 
u.'ir fufrerer, in token of his 
i . vevt r, In' warning, was loon 
line of putity; and what was 
'd all over; moll probably for 
but the provident mi her, dread- 
ing iinoilur mill ham e h (he piccious vdtment, care- 
fully rolled it up, and taking off his own drefs, made a 
bundle of it, in ivhLh he placed all th« prefents he and 
his fon had received. 



hit nU II on lir hind h ;•' 
huu j poll i ,U e on tin- i It 

the in* llimable pn h nt 
many blow ■» on the im l< 
lefenfi ivent. Tlu ih»- * , 
lu ought [,) its (01 niei 

ii i< u e, t he 1 >o\ was v. a 
the fu !l lime in his life 



A difpofition to (leal and fecrete every thing they could 
lay their hands on was difcoverable in all that came on 
board the veffel in Queen Charlotte's Sound, and thofe 
that wcie detected weie treated with merited difgrace 
and ignominy. 

They appeared to feel the whole weight of fliame 
which their behaviour brought on them $ nuy, one of 
them uttered threats, and made violent gefhires in his 
canoe. Upon another occafion of the like nature, a 
young New Zealander difcovered his refentment by link- 
ing a failor, meiely for recovering his property that had 
been ftolen ; but the tar, according to the law of retali- 
ation, imprinted the maiks of hii till on the face of hii 
aggreflbr. 

A boy about fourteen years of age was prevailed on- 
to drink a glafs of Madeira wine, which at firft caul; d 
him to make many wry faces ; butaglais of fweet Cape 
wine being filled our lo him, he relifhed it fb well as to 
lick his lips, and deni ed to have another, which he like- 
wife drank off. The generous juice foon began to ele- 
vate his fpirits, as appeared from the volubility of his 
tongue and his antic geflines, as well as his expreffion 
of indignation at being refilled divers articles, for which 
he had conceived a predilection. In a word, his beha. 
viour was fuch, as exhibited a very juft fample of the im- 
patient temper of thofe people. 

Among the natives who vifited the veiTel, feveral 
had very expreffive countenances; particularly fome old 
men with grey and white beards, and fome young men 
with great quantities of bulhy hair, which hung wildly 
over their faces, and increafed the ferocity of their look?* 
As proofs of the force of fu per ior genius, their enqui- 
ries after Tupia, and the concern they (hewed for his 
death, were Angularly emphatical. It was flircwdly ob- 
ferved by one of our countrymen prefent, that this man, 
with the capacity with which he was endowed, and which 
had been cultivated no further than the fimplidty of 
his native manners extended, was p:obably better qiali- 
fied for civilizing the New Zealande. :., than any of the 
more enlightened I Europeans. 

Their various mediods of r. track and defence, as ex- 
hibited befoie the Fairopeans, were as follow : One of 
their young men mounted a fighting iVage, wliich they 
call pora\ a, and ajiother went into a ditch. Both he 
who was to defend the place, and he who was to aflault 
it, fung the evar-fong, and danced with frightful gelti- 
eolations. Thefe were practifed as means of woiking 
themfelves up into that mechanical fury, which among 
all uncivilized nations is the neceflary prelude to a battle. 

Their battles, whether in boats or on more, are ge- 
nerally hand to hand, and the llaughter mull confequcnt- 
ly be great, as a fecond blow with any of their weapons 
is unneccflary, if the firit takes place. Their trull, 
however, feems to be principally placed in the patoo- 
patoo, already defcribcu. 

They feemed to take a pride in their cruelties, and 
fhewed their vifitors the manner in which they dilpatchcd 
their prifoners, which was to knock them down with 
their patoo-patoos, and then to rip them up. They 
made no fcruple of declaring their practice of eating 
their enemies. Tlie bones of a man were feen with the 
flc/h off; and every circumllancc concurred to 
render it evident that thefe people were canibals, for 
there was found in one of their piovifion balkets, the 
remaining flefh, which appeared to have been drcfled by 
fire, and in the grifiles at the end were the marks of 
teeth which had knawed them. To afcertain the fact* 
Tupia (the native who, as before ohlrrved, attended our 
countrymen) was directed to afk what bones they were; 
the Indians without heiitation, rcpHcel, the hones of a 
man: when alked what was become of the flrfh, thev 
replied, they had eaten it. One being aftei wards alked 
why they did not eat the body of a woman that was it cn 
floating upon the water? the woman they laid, died of 
adifeafc; and added, that fhc was their relation, and 
they cat only the bodies of their enemies. 

Though the people of New Zealand are more patTion- 
ate than the other South Sea iilandcn in general, they 
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are however, more modeft ; and if the women are not 
invincible, the terms and manner of their compliance 
are as decent as thofe in marriage amongft the Euro- 
peans. When an overture is made to any young wo- 
man, the party is given to underftand, that the confent 
of friends is neceffary 5 that a fuitable prefent mult be 
made } that the conferring female muft be treated with 
good manners ; that no unbecoming liberties mult be 
taken, and that day-light muft not be witnefs. to what 

partes between them. . 

The lower garment worn by the women is bound 
faft round them, except when go they into the water to 
catch lobflers, and then they take care not to be feen 
by the men. But, in courfe of time, the morals of the 
natives, both male and female, appeared not to be at 
all mended by their intercourfe with Europeans. It 
was oblerved by our countrymen, on dieir fecond vifit, 
diat inftead of behaving with the fame referve that had 
marked their conduct before, both fexes had aban- 
doned dieir native principles, and the men promoted 
a fliameful traffic of their daughters and fitters. It 
did not appear, however, that the married women were 
fuffered to have any intercourfe of this kind. The 
ideas of female chaftity, which prevail here, are quite 
different from ours; for here a girl may grant her 
favours to a plurality of lovers, without any ftain on 
her character ; but if me marries, conjugal fidelity is 
rigoroufly expected from her. 

Polygamy is allowed here ; and it is not uncommon 
for a man to have two or three wives. The females 
are marriageable at a very early age ; and it fhould 
feem that one who is unmarried is but in a forlorn 
(late : ihe can with difficulty get a fubfiftence, at lead 
fhe is in a great meafure without a protector, though in 
conftant want of a powerful one. 

In fbme places to the northward, there were confi- 
derable traces of cultivation, and the ground appeared 
as well broken and tilled as amongft us. The plan- 
tations were of different extent from one or two acres 
to ten, and in the whole of Poverty Bay there appeared 
from 1 50 to 200 acres in cultivation, though an hun- 
dred people were not feen all the time the Europeans 
continued there. 

As Tupia was perfectly underftood in his own lan- 
guage by the natives of this country, and there feemed 
to be a fimilarity of dialect in all the i (lands vifited by 
our European navigators, it was deemed a ftrong argu- 
ment for the inhabitants, being all defcended from one 
common (lock. Difcoveries (ince made do not, how- 
ever entirely confirm that opinion, as exceptions are 
now found to the univerfality of the language, among 
the inhabitants of New Caledonia and the New He- 
brides. 

Their war-fong is extraordinary, and worthy of no- 
tice. In it the women join the men with horrid diftor- 
tions of countenance and hideous cries, which they ut- 
ter in extreme good time. Their mufical inftruments 
conliit of a trumpet, or tube of wood, about four feet 
long and pretty ftrait. It makes a ftrangc and un- 
cooth noife, and it was obfcrved they always founded 
the fame note. Another trumpet was made of a large 
whelk mounted with wood, curiouflv carved and 
pierced at the point where the mouth was applied. 
An hideous bellowing was all the found that could 
be produced from this instrument. The natives were 
frequently heard Tinging on more, as well as in their 
canoes, and fomc times they fang onboard the European 
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Some of the New Zealandcrs, inhabitants of Queen 
Charlotte's Sound, exhibited an beiva* or dance, on the 
quarter-deck. They placed themfelves in a row, and 
parted with their (hagf»y upper garments ; one of them 
Jang fome words in a> rude manner, and all the reft ac- 
companied the gelhircs he made, alternately extend- 
ing their arms, and flumping with their feet in a violent 
and moll frantic manner. The laft words, which might 
be Aippofed to be the chorus, they all repeated together, 
and lome fort of metre was. diftinguUhabk, but whether 

No. a. 



it was calculated to make rhyme or not could not be 

difcovered. 

With refpedt to found nefs of body, the eafe with 
which their wounds heal is adduced as a ftrong proof of 
the health which thefe people enjoy. One of them had 
a fhot with a mufket ball through the flelhy part of the 
arm, which without any application foon appeared well 
adjufted, and in a fair way of being perfectly healed. 
The venereal difeale is now, indeed, too common a- 
mong them. This dreadful diforder is faid to have been 
introduced among the natives, by the crew of a veflcl 
unknown, that put into an harbour on the north-weft 
coaft of Teerawittc, a few years before our countrymen 
arrived in the Sound in the Endeavour. The only 
method they practife as a remedy, is to give the patient 
the ufe of a kind of hot bath, produced by the fteam of 
certain green plants placed over hotftones. 

The religious tenets of the New Zealanders feem 
to be much the fame with fome of the inhabitants of 
many other parts of the fouthern clime. Though 
they acknowledge a Supreme Being, they believe in 
many inferior divinities ; yet there was nop a (ingle 
ceremony obferved in any part of New Zealand that 
could be fuppofed to have a religious tendency, nor did 
they appear to have any priefts. Here were no 
places of public worfhip, like the Morais in other 
parts j but in a plantation of fweet potatoes was feen 
a {mail area of a fquare figure furrounded with Hones, 
in the middle of which a fharp flake, (which they ufe 
as a fpade) was fet up. The natives being queflioned 
about it, faid, it was an offering to the gods, by which 
the owner hoped to render them propitious, and to 
reap a plentiful harveft. 

Their manner of burying their dead could not be 
afcertained. From the minuted enquiry, it feemed, 
that in the northern parts they buried them in the 
ground, and in the fouthern, that they threw them into 
the fea; the only procefs which they ufe being to tie 
a Hone to the body to caufe it to fink. They affect, 
however, to conceal every thing relating to the dead 
with a kind of myflerious fecrefy. Whatever may be 
their forms and modes of funeral, they lament the lols 
of their friends in a manner the mod tender and af- 
fectionate. Both men and women, upon die death of 
a relation or friend, bewail them with the moll: mifer- 
able cries, at the fame time cutting large gaihes in 
their foreheads, cheeks, arms, or breads, with (hells 
or pieces of flint, till the blood flows copioufly and 
mixes with their tears. They alfo carve the refem- 
blance of a human figure, and hang it about their necks 
as a memorial of thofe who were dear to them. They 
likewife perform the ceremony of lamenting and cut- 
ting for joy at the return of a friend who has been 
fome time abfent. 



SECTION V. 

Minutes of the laft voyage re/petting New Zealand, 

in 1777. 

CAPTAIN COOK, on his laft vifit to this country 
in 1777, anchored in his old ftation in Queen 
Charlotte's Sound, foon after which fcveral canoes 
rilled with natives came along fide the vefTels j but 
very few of them would venture on board, which ap- 
peared the more extraordinary, as the commander wai 
well known to them all. There was one man in par- 
ticular amongft them whom he had treated with re- 
markable kindnefs during his whole (lay : yet now, 
neither profeflions of fiiendfhio, nor prefents, could 
prevail upon him to come into the (hip. This fhynefs 
was to be accounted for only upon this fuppofition, 
that they were apprehend ve of a re vifit to revenge the 
deaths of our countrymen on a former voyage. The 
commander, therefore, deemed it expedient to ufe 
every endeavour to afliire them of the continuance of 
hi* friendfhip, and that he (hould not difturb them on 
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that account. It fhould feem that this had the de- 
fired effeft ; for they foon laid afide all manner of 
reftraint and diftruft. As a proof of this, great num- 
bers of families came from different parts of the coaft, 
and took up their refidence clofe to the Europeans, 
from which they derived very confiderable advanta- 
ges, and, in particular, an ample fupply of fifh and 
vegetables. 

It was remai ked upon an excurfion up the ifland, 
that though upon the former voyage feveral fpots were 
planted with Englifh garden feeds, not the leaft veftige 
of thefe ever remained > and it was there fuppofed that 
they had been all rooted out to make room for build- 
ings when thefe fpots were re-inhabited ; for at all the 
other gardens then planted by Captain Furneax, al- 
though now wholly over-run with the weeds of the coun- 
try, were found cabbages, onions, leeks, purflain, ra- 
difhes, muftard, and together with a few potatoes. 

When the commander, accompanied by feveral offi- 
cers, Omai (who was then oj> his return to his own 
country) and two of the natives, proceeded about three 
leagues up the found, in order to cut grafs, &c. They 
vi(i ted on their return Grafs Cove, the memorable fcene 
of the maflacre of their country men. Here the com- 
mander met with a friendly chief, called Pedro, who 
had attended him on a former occafion, and therefore 
availed iiimfelf of the opportunity of enquiring into the 
circumflances attending their melancholy fate, ufed 
Omai as interpreter: the natives anfwe red all the ques- 
tions that were put to them on the fubjeft without re- 
feive, and like men who are under no dread of a pu- 
nifhmcnt for a crime of which they are not guilty: for 
it was already known that none of thefe had been con- 
cerned in the unhappy tran faction. 

Though the narration was in lome degree intricate, 

it appeared upon tlu whole that the quarrel firft took 
its rife from fome thefts, m the commiffion of which the 
natives were detected. The Europeans chaflifcd them 
with blows forth. "ff< v:c, in refentment of which the 
quarrel opened, ;w. \ two New Zealanders were fhot 
dead by the only two nuifkets that were fired j for be- 
fore our people had time todifcliarge a third, orto load 
again thole that had been fired, the natives rufhed in 



upon them, overpowered them with their number and 
put them all to death. Thofe prefent, betides relating 
the ftory of the maflacre, made the party acquainted 
with the very fpot that was the fcene of it. They point- 
ed to the place of the fun to mark to them at what hour 
of the day it happened, according to which it muft have 
been late in the afternoon. They alio mewed the place 
where their boat lay, and it appeared to be about two 
hundred yards diltant from that where the crew were 
ieated at dinner at the lime of the commiffion of the 
tin ft of lome bread and fifh. They all agreed that 
there tvus no premeditated plan of hloodihed, and that 
if the theft had not been unfortunately too haflily re- 
fented, no mifehief would have happened. Amongll 
nc rational vilttors was a chief, named Kahoora, who 
flood charged as the head of the party that committed 
the maflacre: hut his grcatclt enemies, at the fame 
time that they folicited his dcltruction, exculpated him 
from any intention to quarrel, much led to kill, till 
the fray had actually commenced. 

It appeared alii) that the unhappy victims were under 
no apprchenlion of their fate, othct wife they would not 
have ventured to fit down to a rcpait at fo confiderable 
a diUance from their boat, amonglt people who were the 
next moment to be their murderers. What became of 
the boat could noi be learnt. Some faidfhc was pulled 
to pieces and burnt, others laid ihe was carried they 
knew not whither by a party of ft rangers. 

The party continued here till the evening; when 
having loaded the tell of the boats with grafs, cellery, 
Jcurvy grafs, btc. they embarked to return to the lhips. 
The day following, I'cdro and ail his family tame and 
took up his abode near their European vifuors. The 
proper name of this chief is Matthouah, the other be- 
ing [riven him by lome of the people daring the loft 



voyage, which till now was unknown to the commander. 
He was, howe ver, equally well known amongft his 
countrymen by both names. 

Our people were vifited at one time by a tribe or fa- 
mily, conlilling of about thirty perfons, men, women 
and children. The name of their chief was Tomarorr- 
geauooramec, a man of about forty-five years of age 
with a chearful open countenance. It was remarked, 
indeed, that the re ft of his tribe were the handfbmeft of 
the New Zealand race eecr met with. 

By this time great numbers of them daily frequented 
the mips and the encampment on the more, but the 
latter became by far the mo ft favourite place of 
refort, while our people there were melting fome Tea! 
blubber. It appeared from obfervation, that no Green- 
lander was ever fonder of train-oil, than the New Zea- 
landers j for rhey relifhed the very fki turnings of the 
kettle and dregs of the cufks ; but a little of the moft 
(linking oil was a delicious repaft. 

The fhips weighing anchor and ftanding out of the 
cove, were feen from ftrefs of weather under a necei- 
fity of coming to again a little without the ill and of 
Mohcara, to wait for a more favourable opportunity of 
putting into the itreight. Here three or four canoes fil- 
led with natives came off to the crews, and a brifk 
trade was carried on for the curiofities of this place. 
In one canoe was Kahoora already mentioned as the 
leader of the parry who cut off the crew of the Adven- 
turer's boat, lie was pointed out to the commander 
by Omai, who folicited him to moot him. Not iatis- 
fied with this, he add re (Ted himfcM" to Kahoora, threat- 
ening to be his executioner, if he ever prefumed ro face 
our people again. The New Zealander, however, paid 
lb little regard to his tin-eats, that the vety next morn- 
ing he returned with his whole family, men, women 
and children, to the number of twenty and upwards. 

Omai then renewed his folicitations to the com- 
mander to kill him; and though he ufed feveral fpeci- 
ous arguments rhey had no weight. He defired him, 
however, ~o ail: the chief, why "he had killed Captain 
Furneaux's people. At this rpuvilton Kahoora folded 
his arms, hung down his he id, and there was every 
reafon fiom his appearance third;, he expected in- 
fra:): deatli : but no foonerv,as he af/urcd of his i\ifiety, 
than he became chearful. He did not, however, feeni 
willing to anfwer the queftions put to him, till repeat- 
edly promifed he fliould not be hurt. He then ven- 
tured to gi\e information, that one of his countrymen 
having b; ought a Hone hatchet to barter, the man to 
whom it was offered took it, and would neither return, 
or give any thing for it ; on which the owner lhatched 
up the bread as an equivalent, and then the quarrel 
began. 

The remainder of KahooraVs account of this unhap- 
py affair differed very little from what had been before 
related by his countrymen. 

It was evident, that moft of I he natives well knew 
that the Krinih commander was acquainted with the 
hiftory of the maflacre, and expected it to be avenged 
in the death of Kahoora. Many of them indeed feem- 
ed not only to with it, bur e\prefled a furprize at what 
they deemed lb undefcrved a forU-arance. The com 
mandcr profeffes this admiration of his courage in put- 
ting himlelf in his power, and of the proofs he gave of 
placing his whole lafetv in the declarations he had uni- 
formly made to thofe who folicited his death, "that he 
had even been a friend to them all, and would continue 
lo unlets they gave him caufe to .u I otherwife ; that a» 
to their inhuman treatment of his countrymen he fhould 
think no more of it, the tranfaclion having happ neil 
long ago, and when he was nor prefent ; but that, if ever 
they made a i- -oral attempt of tliis kind, they might 
roil affurcdof f eeling the weight of his refentment.*' ' . 

Omai, lome time before the at rival of our Hups at 
New Zealand, had cxpreiVed a tlelire of taking one of 
the natives with him to his own countiy, and foon had 
an opportunity of being gratified in the fame ; for a 
youth about 1 even teen ov eighteen yeutsof age, ruined 
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Taweihooa, offered to accompany him and took up his 
refidence on board. The commander paid little atten- 
tion to this at firft, imagining that he would go off when 
the (hip was about to depart. At length, finding that 
he was fixed on his refolution, and having learnt that 
he was the only fon of a deceafed chief, and that his 
mother, ftill living, was a woman much refpected there, 
he was apprehenfive that Omai had deceived him and 
his friend, by giving them hopes and aflurances of his 
being fent back. He therefore caufed it to be made 
known to them all, that if the young man went away 
with the fhips, he would never return. But this decla- 
ration feemed to make no fort of impreffion. The af- 
ternoon before the (hip left the Cove, his mother came 
6n board to receive her laft prefent from Omai. The 
fame evening Ihe and Taweihooa parted with all the 
marks of tender affection that might be expected be- 1 
tween a parent and a child, who were never to meet 
again. But fhe faid fhe would cry no more, and indeed 
ihe kept her word ; for when flie returned the next 
morning to take her laft farewell of him, all the time 
fhe was on board fhe remained chearful, and went away 
fully unconcerned. 

That Taweihooa might be fent away in a manner 
becoming his birth, another youth was to have gone 



with him as his fervant, and with this view, as was fup- 
pofed, he remained on board till the ftiip was about to 
fail, when his friends took him on more. His place, 
however, was fupplied next morning by another boy of 
about nine or ten years of age, named Kokoa. He 
was prefented to the commander by his own father, who, 
it was believed, would have parted with his dog with 
far lefs indifference, He dripped the boy of the very 
little clothing he had, and left him as naked as he was 
born. It was totally in vain to endeavour to perfuade 
thefe people of the impoflibility of thefe youths ever 
returning home. Not one, not even their neareft re- 
lations, feemed to trouble themfelves about their future 
fate ; and as this was the cafe, the commander was well 
fatisfied that the boys would be no lofers by exchange 
of place ; he therefore, the more readily gave confent to 
their going. 

We obferve, in fine, from all that we have been able 
to collect from the narratives of thefe voyages, with 
refpect to the morals, opinions and cuftoms of thefe 
people, that they are wholly influenced by the practices 
of their fathers, whether good or bad, in which they 
are inftructed at an early age, and to which they ge- 
nerally adhere during life. 
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NEW CALEDONIA, and Iflands contiguous 



SECTION I. 

Dijcovery. Situation i and general defcription. 

THIS ifland was called New Caledonia, by Cap- 
tain Cook, in confequence of his having dif- 
covered it in 1774, after many fruitlefs endeavours to 
learn from the natives the Indian name. Indeed, it is 
probable that it was not known by one general name, 
as it has been reprefented as the largeft ifland that has 
been diicovered in the fouthern Pacific Ocean, New 
Zealand and New Holland excepted, extending from 
19 deg. 37 min. to 22 deg. 30 min. fouth latitude, and 
from 163 deg. 37 min. to 167 deg. 14 min. eaft long. 
In length it is computed to be 87 leagues, in the direc- 
tion of north-weft and fouth-eaft, but its breadth no 
where exceeds ic. It is fituated about 11 deg. dif- 
tant from New Holland. 

The country is defcribed as a fpot diverfified by hills 
and vallies of various extent. From the hills iflue 
many fine ftrcams, which render the vallies both fer- 
tile and pleafant, and but for which the whole fpot 
might be called a dreary wade, nature having been 
lefs bountiful to New Caledonia than to the other tro- 
pical iflands in the South-teas. The mountains, and 
other high parts, are, for the general, incapable of cul- 
tivation, confiding chiefly of barren rocks. The ifland 
hears upon the whole, a rcfcmblance to thole parts of 
New South Wales that are under the fame parallel of 
latitude ; lev era 1 of its natural productions being the 
lame, and the woods without underwood, as in that 
comvry. The whole coall appeared furrounded by 
reefs or Jhoals, which render the acccis to it very dan- 
gerous; though, at the fame time, they guard it from 
the attacki of wind and fea, cauie it to abound with 
tifli, and lecure an eafy and fife navigation along it 
or'canocr. The coalt in general fccim to be inha- 
bited; the plantations in the plains appear to be laid 
out with judgment, and cultivated with induilry. Some 
of them wen- lyin.r fallow, fume feemed to be lately 
\m\ down, and others of longer date, parts of which 
they were again beginning to dijrup, having previoufly 
let hie to the giaC, ike. that hud over-run the furfacc. 

4t was mmrUd, U U l thou"), recruiting the land by 



letting it continue fallow for a feries of time was ob- 
ferved by all the different nations in this fea, none ap- 
peared to have any notion of manuring it. On the 
beach was found a large irregular mafs of rock, not 
lefs than a cube of ten feet, which con lifted of a clofe 
grained ftone, fpeckled, full of granets, rather larger 
than pins heads ; from whence it was conjectured that 
fome rich and ufeful mineral might be depofited in this 
ifland, 

SECTION II. 

Productions, vegetable and animal. 



TH E vegetable fyftcm in this country can boafl 
neither plenty or variety. Several plants, how- 
ever, of a new fpecies were found here, and a few 
young bread-fruit trees; but they feem to have come 
up without culture. There arc a few plantations and 
fugar canes, and fome cocoa-nun trees final 1 and 
thinly planted. A new kind of paflion flower was alfo 
met with, which was never before known to grow wild 
any where but in America. Several trees called caputs 
trees were found in flower. They had a loofe bark, 
which in many places built oft' from the wood, and 
concealed within it beetles, ants, fpiders, lizards and 
fcorpions. This bark is laid to be ufed in the Ealt 
Indies for caulking (hips. The wood of the tree is 
very hard, the leaves are |on<r and narrow, of a pale 
dead colour, and a fine aromatic. 

A great variety of the feathered ti ihe, and for the 
moft part, entirely new, were found here, particularly 
a beautiful fpecies of parrots unknown to naturalilts. 
There were alfo ducks, large tame fowls with bright 
plumage, a kind of final 1 crow tinged with blue, turtle - 
doves, fly-catchers, hawks, boobies, tropic birds, and 
others. 

There are turtles and fllh in plenty, particularly a fpe- 
cies of a poilonous quality, as appeared from its efl'ects 
upon fome of our count! ymen, who ear a fm all parr of 
the liver for funper. Thefe perlbns, a few hours after 
they had retired to tell were awaked by very alarming 
fymptoms, being feized with extreme giddinefs ; their 
hands and feet were numbed, fo as Icarcely to be able 
to crawl, and a violent languor fjok pofleJiion of their 

whole 
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whole frame. Emetics were adminidered with fome 
fuccefs i but fudorifics proved moft effcrtuaL It feem- 
ed that the natives had not the leaft notion of goats, 
fwine, dogs, or cats, as they had not even a name for any 
one of them. Of infefts the chief are mufquetos which 
abound here. 



SECT ION III. 

Perfons, drefs, habitations, canoes, implements, difpofition, 
language, muftcal inftruments, difeafes, cuJloms y fcfe. 
of the inhabitants. 

TH E natives of New Caledonia are flout, and in 
general well proportioned. They have good fea- 
tures, black hair, drong and frizzled. Their general 
colour is fwarthy, or what we call mahogany. Some 
wear their hair long, and tie it up to the crown of 
their heads. Others differ only a large lock to grow on 
each fide, which they tie up in clubs ; many of the 
men as well as all the women wear it cropped fliort. 
They ufe a kind of comb made of f ticks of hard wood, 
from feven to ten inches long, and about the thicknefs of 
knitting-needles. A number of thefe amounting to 
about twenty are fattened together at one end, parallel to 
each other, and near one tenth of an inch afunder : the 
other ends, which are a little pointed, will fpread out or 
open like the Ricks of a fan. Thefe combs they wear 
conrtantly in their hair, on one fide of their head. Some 
had a kind of iliff black cap, like that of an HufTar, 
which appeared to be a great ornament among them, 
and was (lippofed to be worn only by chiefs and war- 
riors. 

The men go naked, only tying a wrapper round the 
middle, and another round die neck. A piece of 
brown cloth, which is fometimes tucked up to the belt, 
and fometimes hangs down, fcarccly deferves the name 
of a covering, and in the eyes of Europeans would ap- 
pear rather obfeene than decent. This piece of cloth 
is fometimes of fuch a length that die extremity is 
faftened to a firing round die neck. To this firing 
they hang fmall round beads of a pale green nephritic 
done. Coarfe garments were feen among them, made \ 
of a fort of matting ; but they feemed never to wear ! 
them except when in their canoes, and unemployed. They 
ftretch the flaps of their ears to a great length, cut out 
the whole cartilage or grilllc, and hang a number of 

tortoife fhcll rings in them. 

The women of New Caledonia are kept at a diftance 

by the men, and feem fearful to oft end them, either by 
look or gcltute. They were the only perfons in the 
family who feemed to have any employment, fcveral of 
them bringing bundhs of (licks and fuel on their backs. 
Their indolent hufbands fcarcely deigned to regard 
them, though they exhibited that Ibcial rhearfulnefs 
which is the d'Htinguilhing ornament of the lex. They 
.carried their infants on their backs in a kind of fatchel, 
and weie feen to dig up the earth in order to plant it. 
Their ft situ re is of the middle fr/.e, and their whole form 
rather clumfcy. Their drefs is very disfiguring^ and 
gives them a thick lipiat Ihapc It is a fhort petticoat 
lefembling fringe, confiding of filaments or little cords 
about eight indies long, jull dropping below the wailh 
Thefe filaments were fometimes dyed black ; but fre- 
quently thole on the outfide only were of that colour, 
whilft the re(l were of a dirty ey. They wore (hells, 
ear rings, and pieces of nephritic Hones, like the men, 
and tattow or befmear themlclves in three black f trait 
lines from the under lip downwards to the chin. 

Their features oxpicfted much good-natute. Some 
of them were Ihy, and Teemed by their motions to in- 
dicate an appiehenfion of being flain if oblerved alone 
with a (Iran gor i while others exprcftcd no dread of the 
jealoufy of the men. They came ninong the crowd, 
and fomcvimes amufed themfclvcs in encouraging the 
propofals of the tailors, though they conftantly eluded 

their purfuit, and heartily derided their diftppointrncitt. 
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It was lcmaikable, that during the veffei*s day in the 
idand, there was not a fingle indance of the women 
permitting an indecent familiarity from an Euro- 
pean. _ 

Their houfes or huts here are of a circular form, fome- 
thing like a bee-hive, and full as. clofe and warm: the 
entrance is by a fmall door, or long hole, jud big 
enough to admit a man bent double : the roof is lofty, 
and brought to a point at the top : die framing is of fivall 
reeds, &c. and both fides and roof are thick and ck ft 
covered widi thatch made of coarfe long grate. In the 
infide of the habitation are fet up pods to which coarfe 
fpars are faftened, and platforms made for the conve- 
nience of laying any thing on. In moft of thefe huts 
were no fire-places, and there was no paflage for the 
fmoak but through t Ik.- door ; they were infupportable, to 
thofe unaccudomed to them : the fmoak was fuppofed 
to be defigned to drive one the mufqukoes that iwarm 
here : they commonly creel two or three of thefe huts 
near each other, under a cluder of lofty fig-:rees, whole 
foliage is fo thick as to keep off the rays of the fun. Thefe 
trees are defcribed by voyagers as lliooting forth roots 
from the upper part of the dem, perfectly round, as if 
made by a turner : the bark fcems to be the fubftance 
of which they prepare the linajl pieces of cloth fo re- 
markable in nheii drefy. 

Their canoe* are heavy and clumfy, and made oul 
of two large trees hollowed out, the gunnel railed about 
two inches high, and clofedatcneh end with a kind of 
bulk head of the fin.e height. Two canoes thus con- 
ftrucbed are lecured to each other about three feet afun - 
der, by means of crofs fpars which projert abocrt afoot 
over each fide; over which is Lid a deck or heavy plat- 
form made of plank, or vhich they have fire -hearth, 
and generally a fire burning : they are navigated by one 
or two fails extended on a final 1 yard, the end of which 
is fixed in a notch or hole in the deck. 

Their working tools are made of the fame materials, 
and nearly in the manner as thofe of the iflands conti- 
guous: they have no great variety of houfehold utenfih, 
the principal is a jar made of red clay, in which they 
bake their roots, and probably their rim. 

They are well provided with offenfive weapons, fuch 
as clubs, fpears, darts and flings for calling (tones : 
their clubs are about two feet and a half long, and of 
various forms ; fome like a fcyrhe, others like a pick- 
axe; fome have a head like a hav.k, and others have 
knobs at the ends ; but they are all neatly made and well 
polifhed. Many of their darts and fpears are orna- 
mented with carved work : their flings are as Itmple as 
poflible, being no other than a (lender round cord no 
thicker than packthread, with a taflel at one end, a 
loop at the other and in the middle : they take fome 
pains to form the (tones they ufe into a propc r 
fhape, which is fomething like an egg : thefe exactly 
fit the loop in die middle of the fling, and are kept in a 
pocket of matting, tied round the waift for that pur- 
pofe. They cad the dart by the aili dance of fhort cords 
knobbed at one end and looped at the other, which the 
feamen called Heckets, and were dexterous in the ufe 
of them: their fpears are fifteen or twenty feet long, 
blackened over, and have a prominence near the mid- 
dle, carved fo as to bear fome reiemblance to an human 
face. 

The language of the inlvibirants of New Caledonia 
bears little affinity to any of the various dialcrts fpokeu 
in the other iflands in the South -feus ; the work Areektr, 
and one or two more excepted : this is the more ex- 
traordinary, as different dialects of one language were 
fpoken, not only in the caf Icily iflands, but at New 
Zealand: their pronunciation is . dittir.ct. 

Theie people are remarkably courteous ami friendly, 
and not m the lead nddirtrd to pilfering, in which re- 
fpertable quality they Hand alone. They are (rood 
iwimmcrs, and fon 1 of tinging and dancing. The only 
muftcal infl run lent oblerved among them was a kind 
of whiflle made of a polifhed piece of brown wood, a- 
bout two inches long, lliaped like a boll, though appa- 
rently 
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i r ^Ath «. jTine fixed at the fmatt end : two 
E£Z££-tH& taSKJJS bafe, and anpthef near 
Sffin of rope, all which conuitoicatrf *tth 
SSStter. - ««» by blowing in the uppermoft, a ftrdl 

found like whittling was produced. * ' 

ifis obferved a judicious writer, that manyulri- 
hato in New cWLb were feen witH^ very t&ck 
leas and arms, which feemed to be affefted with a kind 
3F lepr ofy" The fwelling was found to be extremely 
hard?DUt y the fkin was not alike harfh ^ r ^»«J 
the fick perfons. The preternatural cxpanfion of the 
leg and arm did not appear to be a great inconvenience 
to thofe who filtered it, and they indicated, by tokens, 
that they felt pain in it very rarely ; but in fome the 
diforder began to form blotches, which were marks of 
a great degree of virulence. m 

The manner the people of New Caledonia depofit 
their dead in the ground is more judicious and de- 
cent than that of fome others in the South-fear, where 
they expofe them above ground, till the flefh is putri- 
fied. This cuftom muft be attended with the moft 
pernicious confequences, and produce dreadful epide- 
mical diftempers. Such a difeafe as the fmall-pox, for 
inftance, if introduced, would go near to depopulate the 
whole country. The grave of a chief who had been 
flain in battle here, bore refemblance to a large mole- 
hill, and was decorated with fpears, darts, &c. all ftuck 
upright in the ground round about it. It appears a 
cuftom univerfally prevalent with mankind to erect a 
monument on the fpot where their dead are bu- 
ried. 

One of our officers was fhewed a chief whom they 
called Tea-bobma, and ftiled their Areekee> or king; 
but little is known of their mode of government, and 
lefs of their religion. They gave die Europeans a very 
Welcome and peaceable reception, addrefling the com- 
mander firft in a ftiort fpeech, and then inviting him on 
Ihore ' 9 but they are indolent and deftitute of curiofity: 
the greater part of them did not, move from their feats 
when the ftrangers pafled them for the firft time : they 
are remarkably grave, fpeak always in a ferious tone, 
and laughter is hardly ever obferved among them. 

As an object worthy of attention we recount, that 
when Captain Cook firft landed in this part, he was ac- 
companied by a native who appeared to be a man of fome 
weight, and who had come on board the vefTel before 
fhe came to an anchor. The natives aflembled in great 
numbers on the beach, induced merely by curiofity, 
for many had not fo much as a ftick in their hands : the 
party were received on landing with the greateft cour- 
tefy, and with the furprize natural for people to exprefs 
at feeing men and things fo wonderful. The com- 
mander made prefents to all whom his companion point- 
ed out ; but on his going to give a few beads and me- 
dals to fome woman who flood behind the crowd, the 
chief held his arm, and would not fuller him to do it. 
As they proceeded up the creek one of the party fhot a 
duck, which was the firft ufe the natives had feen of fire- 
arms : the friendly chief rcqueftcd to have it, and when 
he had landed, he told his countrymen in what manner 
it was killed. From this excurlion, the party learnt 
that they were to expeft nothing from thefe people, but 
the privilege of viflting their country undiiturbed, for 
they had little elfe than pood nature' to beftow, In 
this particular, they are (aid to have exceeded aU the 
nations our voyagers had met with; and they obferved, 
that although it did not fatisfv the demands of nature, 
it at once pleafed, ami left all their minds at cafe. 
. A hatchet was nor quite fo valuable as a fpike nail| 
Imall nails were of little or no value'to them i nor did 
mvf admire beads, looking planes, &c/ Many of «h« 
natives came on board the (hip with perfect confidence, 
and one of them exchanged a yam for a piece qf red 
cloth. They admired eveiy tiling that had a red co- 
lour, particularly red clot I) or baize, but did not 

%W*%™y x thing in exchange. Caotain . Cook 
u nt the K hut I ea-booma a dog and a bitch, both young, 

hut nearly full K ,own, which may be mean! dsL^t 
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in g the country with that fpecies of animals; ^and to 
tlsbai, the friendly. fchkf before fpoken of, he 'gave a 
fow aud boar pig, in-order to provide, if poffible, a 
-ftock of domefticanimak, for. a nation, whole. inofFen- 
. fire char after . feemed . higjtdrf defcrving of fuch. a pre- 
fjfent. 'fo enhance their, value with the Indians, *and 
thereby induce them to be more careful of their ftock 
of hogs, it was explained t6 them how many young ones 
the females would have at one time, arid how foon this 
would multiply to fome hundreds. Nodbneof the na- 
tives attempted to take .the.fozft trirte by ftealth, but 
all behaved with the ftric~teft honefty. < Some of them 
fpoke of a great land to, the :northward, which they 
called Mingha, the inhabitants of which were their ene- 
mies, and very warlike. They likewife pointed out a 
fepulchral mount or turhuliis, "where one of tReir chiefs 
lay bulged, who had been killed, fighting in the de- 
fence of his country, by a native of Mingha. The ap- 
pearance of a large beef bone, ^whicrran officer began 
to pick, towards' the conclufion of the f upper, inter- 
rupted this converfation. The natives talked loudly 
and earnellly to each other, looked with, great furprize 
and fome marks of dilguft at the ftrangers, and at laft 
went away altogether, expreiTing by figns, that they 
fuppofed it to be the limb of a man. The officer was 
very de (irons of freeing himfelf and his countrymen 
from this fulpicion, but was prevented by two infur- 
mountable obftacles, want ot language, and the na- 
tives having never feen a quadruped. At another time 
the Europeans were given to underftand by very figni- 
ficant gefture, that the natives had enemies who feafted 
upon flefh, which, doubtlefs, had caufed them to im- 
pure the fkrrie practice to their new vifitors. Tliis if- 
land remains entirely unexplored on the fouth fide: iv 
minerals and vegetables have not been touched upon ; 
animals, it Ihould feem to have none, from the igno- 
rance which the natives to the northward difcovered of 
fuch as they faw. To perpetuate the memory of the 
expedition, the commander caufed the following inferip- 
tion to be cut in a remarkable large and fliacly tree on 
the beach clofe to a rivulet: " His B/itannic Maj efty > 
Ship Refolution, September, 1774.*' 

■ * 
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Defcription opljlayds 'contiguous to New Caledonia t and 

of Norfolk Jjlaud, more to the Southward. 



ISLE of PINES 

LIES to the S. W, of New Caledonia. It is about 
a mile in circumferene, and in latitude 22 dcg. 40 
min. foiith, longitude 167 dcg. 40 min. eaft. 

B O T ANY ISLAND 

■ 

IS about two mjlcs in circuit, entirely flat and fandy, 
fix leagues diftant from the fouth end pf New Cale- 
donia. This iflandwas fo'calledby Captain Cook from 
its containing in fo fmall fpace a flam of near thirty fpe- 
cies, among which were feveral new ones. It is a fmall 
ifland wholly covered with cyprefs trees, but in the in- 
terior:. part it is mixed with vegetable earth, from the 
trees and plants which continually decay on it without 
being cleared away by human indtiHiy. 

NORFOLK ISLAND. 

T.#t$ ipand likewife received its name from 
Cap*£i) ; ,CoqH> who difcovered it in the year 
177^4. It i>(fituatcd im latitude 29 dcg. 21 fouth, lon^ 
jjitudc 168 Ueg. ^6 min. ealt. It abounds like the for- 
lWf (t wich cxpr^ir.eps. There were foundings at a 
great diftance in about twenty fathom, and eight leagues 
fcmvfthc Iputli-^ali end bottom was found at thirty and 
forty tadtfupL. .[The rocks of this jfland confill of acorn- 
ixu^o y<rllp^i(h ( c)ayey itone and fujalj bits of horouy 
re^di^ ^a^fejeh iremed to be decaying, and indie at- 
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cd that this ifland had been a volcano. It is but a few 
miles long, very fteep, and uninhabited, and is fup- 
pofed never to have had a human footftep upon it till 
that time. Vegetables here thrive with great luxuri- 
ance in a rich black mould, accumulated durin. 
paft from decayed trees and plants. The cyprefs and 
cabbage-palm flourilh here in great perfection : the for- 
mer yields timber, and the latter a mod palatable re- 
freshment. The central (hoot, or heart of this fruit, 
more refembles an almond than a cabbage in tafte. 
Here were parrots parroquets, pigeons, and a number 
of fmall birds peculiar to the fpot, fome of which were 
very beautiful. The fifh caught, together with the 
birds and vegetables, enabled the whole (hip's company 



to fare fumptuoufly for a day or two. Here is likewife 

the flax-plant, and rather more luxuriant than any where 

in New Zealand. It was the opinion of two eminent 

naturalifts, that if this ifland was of greater extent, it 

would ferve every purpofe of cftablifhing an European 
fettlement. 

This is the moll accurate account we could colle£t of 
this fpot ; but as it is within the lcope of our extenfive 
plan, to prefent our readers with the moft authentic 
intelligence of any difcoveries that may be made during 
the courfe of the publication of this work, they may reft 
aflured of our particular attention to whatever may be 
obtained concerning this or any other parts that may 
be explored by future navigators. 
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THE northernmoft of this clutter of iflands was dis- 
covered by De Quiros, in 1606, and at that time 
confidered as a part of the Southern Continent, which 
till very lately was fuppofed to exift. In 1768 they 
were vifited by the great French navigator, Monf. de 
Bougainville, who, oefides landing on the ifland of Le- 
pers did no more than difcover that the land was not 
connected, but compoled of iflands, which he called The 
Great Cyc lades. 

Captain Cook, in the year i774> befides afcertaining 
the extent and fituation of thefe iflands, added the 
knowledge of feveral in this groupe that were before 
unknown. He explored the whole clufter, and thence 
claiming a right to affix to them a general appellation, 

named them THE NEW HEBRIDES. They are 
fituated between the latitudes of 14 deg. 29 min. and 
ao deg. 4 min. fouth, and 170 deg. 11 min. eaft lon- 
gitude. They extend 1 25 leagues in the direction of 

N. N. W. and S. S. E. 

The whole clufter confifts of the following iflands, 
fome of which have received names from the different 
European navigators j others retain the names they bore 
among the natives. They are as follow : Tierra del 
Efpiritu Santo, Mallicollo, St. Bartholomew, Ifle of 
Lepers, Aurora, Whitfuntide, Ambrym, Apee, Three 
Hills, Sandwich, Montague, H inchinbroke, Erromarrgo, 
I miner* Annatom and Tanna. 

TIERRA DEL, ESPIRITU SANTO. 

This is the moft weftern and largeft of all the 
Hebrides, being twenty-two leagues long, twelve 
broad* and fix in circuit. It lies in 15 deg. 10 min. 
fouth latitude, and 166 deg. 50 min. eaft longitude. 
The land, efpecially to the weft fide, is very mountain- 
ous, and in many places the hills rife directly from the 
lea. Every part of it, except the cliffs and beaches, is 
covered with trees or laid out in plantations, and every 
valley watered with a ftream. On the north fide is a 
very fine bay, called by De Quiros, St. Philip and St. 
J ago: the two points which form its entrance lie at 
ten leagues diftance from each other. Here De Quiros 
is fuppofed to have anchored, and to have given the 
name of Vera Cruz to the port in which his mips lay. 
He defcribes it as capacious enough to contain 1000 
ihips with clear foundings. 

The country feemed fertile and populous : two canoes 
with triangular fails came off towards the fhip : the 
men were tall and ftout, of a dark, colour, and had 
woolly hair: they were naked; fome of them had a 
bunch of feathers on the top of the head, and others 
wore a white (hell tied on the forehead. On their arms 
they wore bracelets of fhell work, and round their mid- 
dle a narrow belt, from whence two Jong flips mat- 
ting hung down before and behind. 

On the firft day of the arrival of our navigators, no 
tokens of friend (hip could prevail with the natives to 
eome near enough to \vM any intcreourfc : the next 
morning, however, they ventured fa dafif is to rtcejve 



HEBRIDES. 

a prefent of nails, medals, and red baize ; but the naifo 
were moft valued. They faftened a branch of the pep- 
per plant to the fame rope by which the nails had been 
lowered to them from the fhip ; and this was the only 
return they made for what had been given them : the 
diffidence with which they approached the veflel may 
well be accounted for, from the traditional knowledge 
which doubtlefs fubfifts among them concerning the vi- 
fit made them by De Quiros ; for on his coming to an 
anchor, and fending a boat from the fhip, a chief (as 
he is called in die narrative, the king) attended by fome 
Indians, came to the ftrand and endeavoured to ex- 
cite their departure by prefents of fruit, but the Spa- 
niards leaping on the fhore made figns of peace : the na- 
tives, ftill anxious for the departure of the Grangers, 
and the latter perfifting in their endeavours to force 
their way, hoftilities commenced between the parties ; 
but the arrows of the one flew without effect, whilft the 
fire-arms of the other laid the king and many of his fol- 
lowers breathlefs on the beach. 

It was regretted by naturalifts, when our country- 
men vifited thefe parts, that they did not land on this 
ifland, as, from appearance, its vegetable productions 
would have afforded the botanift an ample harveft of 

new plants. 

MALLICOLLO. 

_ This is the moft confiderable ifland next to Ef- 
piritu Santo: it is eight leagues long, and fituated in 
16. deg. 25 min. fouth latitude, and 167 deg. 57 min. 
eaft longitude. ^ On enquiry of the natives concerning 
the name of this ifland, anfwer was made that it was 
Mallicollo, which has the clofeft refemblance poflible 
to Manicollo, the name which De Quiros received for 
it 168 years before. He did not vifit the ifland, but 
had his intelligence from the natives. 

When our countrymen touched at Mallicollo, they 
attentively examinecf the fouth coaft, and found it lux- 
uriantly cloathed with wood, and other productions of 
nature. They picked up an orange, which the natives 
call abbi-mora. This was the firft orange that was met 
with in this fea, and the only one that was feen here j 
being decayed, it cannot certainly be known whether 
it was fit to be eaten. 

The country is defcribed a9 mountainous and woody, 
but the foil is rich and fertile, producing fugar-canes, 
yams, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, bananas, and turmeric. 
There arc hogs here, and various kinds of birds j and 
as the frequent fqueaking of pigs was heard in the 
woods, it was concluded that there were abundance of 
the former. 

A mark was caught, which meafured nine fect in 
length, and afforded the crew a very palatable rcfrefh- 
ment. This fhark, when cut open, was found to have 
the bony point of an arrow ftickino; it its head, having 
been (hot quite through the flcull. The wound was 
healed fo perfectly, that not the Jmallcft veftige of ic 
appeared on the outfldo. A pice© of the wood ftill re* 

maincd 
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^3Fa*&iEL Sf on ; but both *e 

S3 JSftJfi^. « * ™ ed - 10 crumble into 

fifh of the fea-bream kind wa, like- 

•r S.f but it oroved of very noxious quality, for 
wife caught, but * with violent pains in the 

whofe wS that thefe fifh may not always be I^onous, 
i,,7 rLr like many fpecies in the Eaft and Weft In- 
dTes, £ey ^may -quire that quality by feeding on poi- 

^° The Stives 1 of this ifland are defcribed as remark- 
ably ugly, dark, ill-proportioned, diminutive in fize, 
and in every refpect different from the other lflanders 
in the South-fea. They have flat nofes and foreheads, 
woolly hair and fhort beards. To add to their na- 
tural deformity, they have a cuftom of tying a belt or 
cord, uncommonly light,, round the waifl, fo that the 
belly feems in a manner divided, one part being above 
and the other below the rope. They wear bracelets of 
fhells on the arm, a piece of white curved (lone in die 
noftrils, and on their breaft hangs a rtiell fufpended by 
a firing round their necks : fome wear tortoife-fhell ear- 
rings and other rings of fhells. 

The firft natives that were feen upon the ifland car- 
ried clubs in their hands, and waded into the water, car- 
rying green boughs, the univerfal fign of peace. In a 
day's time they ventured to come within a few yards of 
the fhip's boat, which was fent out, when they dipped 
their hands into the fea and gathering fome water in the 
palms, poured it on their heads. The officers in the 
boat, in compliance with their example, did the fame, 
with which the Indians appeared to be much pleafed, 
repeating the word Tomarr, or Tomarro, continually. 
The greater part being now armed with bows and ar- 
rows, they ventured near the fliip, and received and ex- 
changed a few prefents. They continued about the 
lhip talking very loudly, but in fuch a manner as was 
very entertaining. Some continued about the (hip till 
midnight ; rinding, however, at length they were but 
little noticed, they returned on fhore, where the found 
of finging and drums was heard all night. 

Thefe people feemed to covet whatever they faw, but 
never repined at arefufal. They were highly delighted 
with the looking-glafTes that were given them j and not* 
withllanding their remarkable deformity, were enrap- 
cured at viewing thernfelves. 

The enfuing morning the natives came off to the 
vefTel in their canoes, and four or five of them went 
on board without any arms. They foon became fa* 
miliar, and with the greatefl eafe climbed up the 
fhrouds to the mafl head. When they came down the 
commander took them all into the cabin, and gave them 
prefents of various articles. They appeared the moll 
intelligent of any nation that had been feen in the Soudi 
fca; readily underftood meanings' conveyed by figns 
and gefture, and foon taught the officers words in their 
language, which appeared peculiar to thernfelves. 

When fome of the mod refpeclable of our country- 
men went on lhore, the natives with great good-will 
fat down on the flump of a tree to teach them their 
language. They were furprifed at the readinefs of 
their gueftsin remembering, and feemed to fpendforne 
time in pondering how it was poflible to preferve the 
found by fuch means as pencils and paper. Nor were 
they lcis apt in catching die founds of die European 
languages, from whence it was juftly remarked, that 
what they wanted in perfonal beauty was compenfated 
in acute nefs of understanding. They cxprefled their ad- 
miration by hiding like a goofe. 

There appeared but few women amongfl: them i 
thofe few, however, were no lefs ugly than the men. 
They were of fmall llature, and their heads, faces and 

&ou)4*r» were painted red. Some wore a kind of 



petticoat, others a bag made of a kind of cloth in 
which they carry their children. The younger female* 
went (lark naked, like the males of the fame age* 
The women in general were not obferved to have any 
finery in their ears, or round their necks and arms, it 
being fafhionable in this ifland for the men only to a- 
dorn thernfelves ; and wherever this cuftom prevails the 
other fex is commonly opprefled, delpifed, and in a 
ftate of fervility. Here the men feemed to have no 
kind of regard for them ; none of them came off to 
the (hip, and they generally kept at a diftance when 
any party landed from the boat. 

The houfes, or rather huts, here, are low and thatch- 
ed with palm leaves. Some few are e nolo fed with 
boards, and the entrance is by a fquare hole at one 
end. 

Their weapons are bows and arrows, and a club a- 
bout 'two feet and a half in length, made of hard 
wood, commonly knobbed at one end and well poli fil- 
ed. This weapon they hang on their right fhoulder 
from a thick rope made of a kind of grafs. Their 
arrows are made of a kind of reed made of hard 
wood or bone, fuppofed to be poifbned. They are 
very careful of them, and keep them in a fort of quiver 
made of leaves. 

As they apply thernfelves to hufbandry, their food 
feems to be principally vegetables j though as fowls 
and hogs are bred, thefe may conftitute a part of theif 
fubfiflance, as well as that derived from the ocean* 

Their canoes were fmall, not exceeding two feet in 
width, of indifferent workmanfhip, and without orna- 
ment, but provided with an out rigger. 

One of the 1 at eft navigators gave the following re- 
lation, which we cite as an indication of the genius 

and difpofition of thefe people*. 

€ * When the natives law us under fail for Our depar- 
ture from the ifland, they came off in canoes, making 
exchanges with more confidence than before, and giv- 
ing fuch extraordinary proofs of their honefty as fur- 
prifed us. As the vefTel at firft had frefh way through 
the water, feveral of the canoes dropped a-ftern afte r 
they received goods, and before they had time to de- 
liver theirs in return. Inftead of taking advantage of 
this, they ufed their utmoft efforts to get up with us 
and deliver what they had already been paid for. One 
man in particular followed us a conliderable time, and 
did not reach us till it was calm, and the thing was 
forgotten. As foon as he came along fide he held up 
the article, which feveral on board were ready to buy ; 
but he refufed to part with it, till he faw the perfon 
to whom he had before fold it, and to whom he gave 
it. The perfon, not knowing the man again, offered 
him fomething in return, which he refufed; and (hewing 
him what had been given before, made us fenfible of 

the nice fenfe of honour which had actuated this In- 
dian/* 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW. 

This ifland was fo called by Captain Cook, 
from its having been difcovered on St. Bartholo- 
mew's day. It is between fix and feven leagues in 
circumference, and fituated in latitude i$ deg, 23 
min. fouth. 

ISLE op LEPERS, 

So called, as wc arc informed, by Monficur de Bou- 
gainville* from the number of people afflicled with the 
leprofy that were feen upon it, lies between Efpiritu 
Santo and Aurora ifland, eight leagues from the for- 
mer and three from the latter, in latitude 15 deg. 11 
min. fouth. It is of an oval figure, very high, and 
18 or ao leagues in circuit. Many beautiful cafcades 
of water were feen pouring down from the lulls. Here 
the palms grow on the hills. The iflanders are of 
two colours 1 their lips arc thick, their hair woolly, 
and fomctimci of a yellowifli caft. They arc fliort, 

ugly 
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ugly'and ill proportioned, and moft of them infec"bed 
with the leprofy. The women are no lefs difgufting 
than the* inen. They go al mod naked ; they have 
bandaged to carry their children on their backs ; in the 
Cloth of Which thefe bandages are made, arc very 
pretty drawings of a fine crimibn colour. 

None of thefe men have beards : they pierce the 
nofein order to fix fome ornament to it : they likcwife- 
wear on the arm, in form of a bracelet, a tooth, of a 
iubftance like ivory > on the neck they have pieces of 

tortoife-ihell. 1 

Their arms are bows and arrows, -clubs of hard wood 
and ftones, which they ufe without flings. The arrows 
are reeds armed with a long and very (harp point made 
of bone. Some of thefe points are formed in fuch a 
manner as to prevent the arrows being drawn out of a 
wound. 

The natives appeared to be very friendly to M. de 
Bougainville When he touched here in 1768, until all 
the men were embarked, when they fent a flight of 
arrows after them ; which aflault, although it was at- 
tended with no bad confequences, was revenged by 
difcharging a volley of mufketry, which killed feveral 
of the natives. It is not, therefore, to be wondered 
at, that when Captain Cook appeared off their coaft 
tne natives fhould be fo fhy of any intercourfe with 
ftrangers, when the hafty refentment of fuch had ftained 
their mores with blood. Indeed, two or three natives 
put off in a canoe ; but no tokens of fricndfliip could 
induce them to come near the fhip. 

AURORA. 

Inhabitants were difcovered here and fbme canoes j 
but none came off to the fhip. A fine beach and moll 
luxuriant vegetation pre fen ted diem ic Ives. The whole 
country was woody, and a beautiful cafcade poured 
through a forefl. The ifland is about twelve leagues 
long, but not above five miles broad in any part, lying 
nearly north and fouth. A channel divides this illand 

Iron j 

WHIT - SUNDAY ISLE, 

Which lies, as was computed, about four miles to 
the fouth, runs in the fame direction, and is of the 
fime length, having more floping expofures dian Au- 
lOraj it appears to be better inhabited, and to contain 
more plantations. 

A M B R Y M 

Is about 17 leagues in circuit, and two leagues 
and a half from the fouth end of Whit-Sunday Ifle. 
Its fhores are rather low, but the land rifes with an un- 
equal a 1 lent to an high mountain in the middle of the 
illand, which gave occafion to fuppofe that a volcano 
was feated there. 

A P E E 

Is diflant from Ambrym about five leagues, and not 
Ids than twenty leagues in circuit. Its longed direc- 
tion is about eight leagues north weft: and fouth eaft. It 

is of con fide r able heighth, and richly divcrfificd with 
woods and lawns. 

SANDWICH ISLE, 

So miLd in compliment to Lord Sandwich, is 10 
leUtfiK'S lonjj and 25 in circuit. It exhibits a delightful 
view, the hills gently floping 10 the lea. Several imall 
illamU hiy difpofed about here, to which Captain Cook 
•yave the names of the Shepherd's I (lands, Three Hills, 
T\so Hills, The Monumenr, Montagu and Hinchin- 
brook. 

ERROMANGO 

T.ais eighteen leagues from Sandwich Ifland, and is 
between 24 and -25 leagues in circuit. The middle of 
it lies in 18 deg. 54 m in. fouth latitude. The natives 
of this ifland feem to be of a different race from thofc 

of Mallicullo, and fpeak a different language. They 



are of the middle fize, have a good Ihrape-ahd tolerable 
features. Their colour is very dark, and they painc 
their faices, foine with black, and others with red'pig- 
mont ; their hair is very curly and crifp, and in fome 
degree woolly. But few women were feen, and thol> 
very ugly. They wore a petticoat made of the leaves 
of fome plant. The men were in a manner naked, hav- 
ing only the belt about the waift, and a piece of cloth 
or leaf ufed for a wrapper. No canoes were icen in 
any part of the ifland. They live in lioufes' covered 
with thatch, and their plantations are laid out by line,, 
and fenced round. 

Captain Cook went on fliore here with two boats. 
He prefented fome of the natives with medals and 
cloth, and received every token of amity in return. 
Making figns that he wanted water, one of them ran 
to a hovel at a imall diftance, and prefently returned 
with a little in a bamboo. On afking for fbmething to 
eat, he was as readily prefented widi a yam and fome 
cocoa nuts. During this time the whole groupe were 
armed with clubs, fpears, darts, bows and arrows, 
which excited fome fufpicion,. and led Captain Cook to 
cut fhort his vifit, telling the chief, by figns, that he 
mould fbon return. Seeing their guefts about to de- 
part, they endeavoured to haul that boat on fhore, 
which had the commander on board, v/hilft others 
fnatched the oars out of the peoples hands. At the 
head of this party was the chief. Thofe who could 
not come at the boat, ftood behind, armed with wea- 
pons, ready to fupport thofe that were moft forward. 
Signs and threats having no effect on thefe people, per- 
fonal fafety became the only consideration ; but in riiis 
emergency the Britifh commander was unwilling to 
fire among the crowd, and refolved to make the chief 
alone fall a victim to his own treachery. His mufket, 
at that critical moment, miffed fire, which could not 
fail of giving the natives a very mean opinion of the 
weapons that were oppofed to them. They deter- 
mined, therefore, to fhew how much more effectual 
theirs were, by throwing ftones and darts, and mooting 
arrows. This being the cafe,, a general di I charge of 
fire-arms could no longer be avoided. It threw them 
into confufion ; but a fecond was hardly furficient to 
drive diem off the beach. Four lay to all appearance 
dead on the fhore but two of them afterwards crawled 
into the bufhes. Not half of the mufquets would go- 
off, which laved die lives of many of thefe poor mif- 
taken wtetches. One of the men in the boat was 
wounded in die cheek \yith a dart : ah arrow ftruck the 
mafter on tlie breaft, but as its force was jpent it hardly 
penetrated the fkin. The report of the mufquets on 
fliore alarmed thofe in the fhip, and another boat was 
immediately fent off, and a fwivel, that fired to the 
part where a number of the natives were afiembled. 
and^agrcat gun fired towards the hills, which ftruck 
them with a panic, and they all haftened to fkrecn 
themfclves in the bufhes. All intercourfe ended with 
this unhappy fkirmifli. 

I M M E R 

Is the mofl eaftern ifland of all the Hebrides. It 
appeared to be about five leaguee in c ircuit, of a con- 
fiderable height, and ihutifli top. 



A N N A T O M 

Is the fouthermofr ifland, fituated in latitude 20 cleg. 
3 min. fouth i longitude 170 deg. 4 min. e*fr. 

T A N N A 

Lies fix leagues on the fouth fide of Erromango. It 
is about eight leaguer, long, three or four broad, and 
twenty-four in circuit. Its latitude is 19 deg. 30 min. 
fouth, and longitude 169 deg. 38 min. Its name fig.' 
njfics earth in the Malay language. The foil m fome 
places is a rich black mould j in other jpvts it fctaial 
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r v dcf„7wi£h wTs 4n about. eleven miles to the 
wJftv^d of the veffel burning with great fury. The 
^.m^rv is In general fo covered with trees, flirubs, and 
£2*- to cloak up the bread fruit and co«. 
ffi country is not poF»°« s nor ±e houfeS COnf<> 

qU D«S X'toeen days of Captain Cook's conti 
nuance hire, the volcano emitted at different nmes vaft 
quantities of fire and fmoke, accompanied with an ex- 
qudiiuii _ ._ or.;rv,n-»<! Some of thefe 




which occafioned much pain when they fell into the 
eve- at one time great ftones were feen thrown up into 
the air fome of which were at leaft as large as the hull 
of a fhip's long boat. It firft prefented a moft jnag- 
nificent fight. The fmoak, which rolled up from time 
to time in thick and heavy volumes, was coloured with 
all the various hues of yellow, orange, crirnfon, and 
purple, which died away into a reddj(h grey, and brown. 
As often as a new explofion happened, the whole 
counU7, with its fhaggy forefts, were tinged with the 
fame orange and purple, according to its diftance, or 
particular expofure to volcanic light. It fome times 
continued quite filent for five or fix days together. It 
was remarked that the explofions of the volcanos re- 
commenced after a lhower of rain, fo that it fliould 
feem that rain excites them by promoting or encreafing 
the fermentation of various mineral fubftances in the 
mountain. The black allies with which the whole, 
country was ftrewed were found to be long, needle- 
like, and femi-tranfparent, and to contribute greatly 
to that luxuriance of vegetation which is remarkable on 
this ifland ; many plants here attaining twice the height 
which they reach in other countries; their leaves aj-e 
broaden their flowers larger and more richly fcented. 

Several new plants were collected here, and a variety 
of odoriferous fhrubs, and fome others were cultivated 
only for their elegant appearance. The plantations on 
this ifland conflft for the moft part of yams, bananas, 
eddoes, and fugar canes, all which being very low per- 
mit the eye to take in a great extent of country. Here 
are great numbers of fig-trees, which the natives culti- 
vate for the fake of the fruit and leaves. They are of 
two or three different kinds, and one fort in particular 
bears figs of the common fize, which are woolly like 
peaches on the outfide, and have a beautiful crirnfon 
pulp like pomegranates; they are fweetilh and juicy, 
but rather infipia, 

Some fmall birds were feen here with a very beau r 
tiful plumage, and of a kind diat had not been fecn 
before. 

Of the fifh on this coafl but little was known, but as 
the natives were feen to have no methods of catching 
them but by (hiking, it is probable that they draw but 
little of their fubfiftence from the water. Upwards of 
three hundred pound weight of mullet and other fi(h 
were caught by three hauls with the feine. 

A young native was (hewn every part of the (hip, but 
nothing fixed his attention a moment or caufed in him 
the leail lurprize. He had no knowledge of goats, 
dogs, or cats, calling them all hogs (booga). The 
commander made him a prefent of a dog and a bitch as 
he (hewed a liking to that kind of animal. 

They appear to have plenty of hogs, but very few 
domefhc fowls. Some rats of the fame kind, as is 
common on the other iflands in the Pacific Ocean, 
frequent the fields of lugar cane, in which they make 
great depredations ; the natives, therefore, dig feveral 
holes all round thefc plantations, in which they catch 
thefe animals. 

The natives of this ifland arc of a middle fizc, and 
tolerably proportioned. Their colour is a dark chef- 
nut brown, with a very fwarthy mixture. They go 
naked, having only a firing round the belly, which aid 
not, however, cut the body in fo fhockinR 
ner as that in the ifland of Mallicollo. Th™ 
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generally black or brown, growing to a tolerable length, 
and very crifp and curly. Their beards, which are 
ftrong and bufliyi are generally ihort. The women 
wear their hair cropped, as do the boys, till they ap- 
proach manhood. They make ufe of a cylindrical 
piece of alabafter two inches long, which they wear 
in the cartilaginous part between the noftrils, as a nofe- 
jewel. Not one Angle corpulent man was feen here; 
all are active and full of (pints. Their features are 
large, the nofes broad, but the eyes full, and in general 
agreeable. 

They make incifions chiefly on the upper arm and 
belly, which are inftead of punctures y they cut the flefh 
with a bamboo, or (harp fhell, and apply a particular 
plant, which forms an elevated fear on the furface of 
the (kin after it is healed. Thefe fears are formed to 
reprefent flowers and other fancied figures, which axe 
deemed a great beauty by the natives. Moft of them 
have an open, manly and good-natured air, though 
fome were fecn as in other nations, whofe countenances 
indicated malevolence... 

It is a general remark, that though, like all the tro- 
pical nations, ' they are active and nimble, they were 
not fond of labour," nor would ever afllft in any work 
that the fliip's company was carrying on, which the In- 
dians of the . other iflands ufed to delight in. They 
throw all the laborious drudgery on the women, from 
which occafioh was taken to remark, that though they 
were not beauties, they were handfome enough for the 
men, and ,too handfome for the ufe that was made of 
them. ' 

Their ears are hung full of tortoife-jfhell rings, and 
necklaces of fhells fall on their bofoms. Some of the 
elderly women had caps made of a green plantain lea£ 
or of matted work but this head-drefs was rather un- 
common. The number of ornaments confiderably in- 
creaied with age $ the oldeft and uglieft being loaded 
with necklaces, ear-rings, nofe-jewels and bracelets. 
The women here are expert cooks. They roaft and boil 
the yams and bananas, they ftew the green leaves of * 
kind of fig, they bake puddings made of a pafte of ba- 
nanas and eddoes, containing a mixture ot cocoa-nut 
kernel and leaves. 

The dpmcftic life of the people of Tanna, though 
they are rather of a ferious turn, is not wholly deftitute 
of amufements, and their muflc is in greater perfection 
than any in the South Seas. 

Their European vifitants gave them a variety of airs, 
in return for which, the natives fane feveral times very 
harmonioufly. They likewife produced a mufical in- 
ftrument, which confiftcd of eight reeds regularly de- 
creafing in fize, and comprehending an odlave, though 
the fingle reeds were not perfectly in tune. 

Their houfcs are like the roof of a thatched houfe in 
England taken off the walls and placed on the ground. 
Some were open at both ends, others clofed with reeds, 
and all were covered with a palm thatch. A few of 
them were thirty or forty feet long, and fourteen or fix- 
teen broad. Befides thefe, they have other mean hovels, 
which were fuppofed to be defigned only to fleep in. 

Their weapons, in point of neatnefs, come far (nort 
of fome that were feen in other iflands. They are 
clubs, fpears or darts, bows and arrows, and ftones. 
The clubs are of three or four kinds, and from three 
to five feet long. They feem to place moft depen- 
dance on the darts, with which they kill both birds and 
fifh, and are fure of hitting a mark within the compafi 
of the crown of a hat, at the diftance of eighteen yards 1 
but at double that diftance, it is a chance if they hi* a 
mark the fize of a man's body, though they will throw 
the weapon fixty or (eventy yards. The arrows are 
made of reeds pointed with hard wood; fome are 
bearded, and fomc are not, and thofc for (hooting 
birds have two, three, and fometimes four points. 
The ftones they ufe in general are the branches of coral 
rocks from eight to fourteen inches long, and from an 
inch to an inch and an half diameter. Thofc who 
ufe ftones keep them generally in their belts. 

U Thoir 



A NEW, ROYAL, and AUTHENTIC SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY. 



%6 

Their canoes can boaft neither art or ornament; all 
of them have out-riggers, and fome may contain 
twenty people. Their fails are low triangular mats, of 
which the broadeft part is uppcrmoft and the lharp 
angle below. A long piece of timber hollowed out 
in the middle forms the bottom of the canoe, and 
upon this one or two planks are fixed, forming the 
two fides, by means of ropes of the cocoa-nut fibres. 
Their oars are ill-fhaped and very clumfily made. 

Befides the. common language of the land, and a 
dialect of the neighbouring iflands, fome words were 
collected of a third language, which was chiefly current 
among the inhabitants of the weftern hills. Some of 
our intelligent voyagers, on comparing their vocabu- 
laries, to discover that two different words were ufed to 
hgnify the iky, applied to one of the natives to know 
which of the expreflions was right. He immediately 
held out one hand and applied it to one of the words ; 
then moving the other hand under it, he pronounced 
the fecond word, intimating that the upper was pro- 
perly the fky, and the lower, clouds that moved under 
it. 

They feem to have no other liquor than water and 
the cocoa nut juice. They fignified, in the molt point- 
ed manner, to our countrymen that they eat human 
flefh, and that circumcifion was praclifcd arnong them. 
Nay, they introduced the jcibjeft of eating human flefh 
by afking our people if it was a pniclice among 
them. 

They appeared to have fome nominal chief with 
very little authority. One old chief was faid to be the 
king of the ifland. His name was Geogy, and they 
gave him the title of Areekee. Notwithftanding his 
advanced years, he had a merry open 'countenance. - — 

No information could be derived reflecting the re- 
ligion of thefe people, only every morning at day break 
was heard a flow folemn fong or dirge, fung on the 
caftern iide of the harbour, which lafted more than a 
quarter of an hour. As this was fuppofed to be a re- 
ligious act, the curiofity of our navigators was excited 
to enquire further concerning it. But when they at- 
tempted to pals that way, the natives crouded about 
them, and entreated them with the greatelb earneftnefs 
to return. As they full feemed to perfift, they were at 
length given to underftand, that if they remained ob- 
ftinate in their attempt they would be killed and eaten. 
They now yielded to their foli citations and turned off 
towards a hut about fifty yards diflant, where the 
ground began to rife, on which feveral of the Indians 
took up arms out of ' the hut, apparently meaning to 
force them to return back. Unwilling, therefore, to 
give offence, our people checked their curiofity, and 
were content to leave this point undetermined. No- 
thing however was fecn in the general behaviour of thefe 
people that bore any refemblance to a religious aft, 
nor any thing that could be conftrued into iuper- 
ftition. 

Upon the boat's firft going on fhore from the fhip, 
the natives were drawn up in great numbers on the 
beach, armed with clubs, darts, fpears, flings and 
ftones. From this hoftile appearance the Britifh com- 
mander was induced to re -embark fpeedily to prevent 
difagreeablc confequences. In order to terrify without 
hurting them, he ordered a mufket to hv fired over 
their heads, but the alarm was only momentary, as the 
natives inrlantly recovered rhemfelves and began to 
difplay their weapons. A few great guns, however, 
being fired from the fhii>, they all dilpcrfrd, leaving 
the beach free for a feeonu debarkation. 

The commander having marked out boundaries on 
the fhore with a line, the natives came gradually for- 
ward, (bme unarmed. An old man, named Powang, 
(hewed a very friendly dtfpofitioh and interconrfe be- 
tween the* commander and the natives. Such was the 
honelty of this old man that he brought an axe which 
had been left by the frtip's company upon the beach. 
They were extremely jealous of any one going up the 
country, or even along the fhore of the harbour, a dif- 

I 



pofirion that greatly obftructed the naturalifts 5n their 
attempts to explore. 

As the carrying of bundles is the office of the wo- 
men in this country, the natives imagined' thai thofe 
from the fliip who carried loads were females. A man 
who Carried a bag which contained the plants feleclred 
by die naturalifts, was followed by fome of them, who 
by their converfation, which was overheard, confidered 
him as a woman, until by fome means they difcovered 
their miftake, in which they cried out, rrromange I er- 
romangt I it is a man ! it is a man !'' 

A tillar to the rudder being wanted, the darpertter was 
fent on fhore to look at a tree for the purpofe, and with 
him an officer with a party of men to cut it down, pro- 
vided leave 4 could be obtained of the natives. The of- 
ficer underftanding that there was no objection, the 
people accordingly went to work, but as the tree* was 
large the felling/>t it was a work of time, and before ft. was 
down, word was brought thjit Paovjangyv&s not pleaifed ; 
orders were therefore fent from on board to deftft; 
The commander foon after went on fhore, and fending 
for Paowang prefented him with a dog and a piece of 
cloth, and then explained to him the 'purpofe for which 
the tree was wanted. All the natives prefent difcovered 
great fatisfaction at the means that were ufe'd to obtain 
the grant of the tree, and unanimoufly confented to its 
being felled. 

Many of the natives were afraid to touch the prefents 
that were offered them, nor did they feem to have any 
notion of exchanging one thing for another. But few 
refrefhments were obtained on this ifland ; fome fruit 
or roots were^ daily procured from the natives, though 
greatly inadequate to the demands of the fhip's com- 
pany. As the natives had no knowledge of iron, nails, 
iron tools, beads, &c. which were fb current in other 
parts, they were of no value here, nor was cloth of any 
ufe in a country where the inhabitants went moftly naked. 
The only commodity they feemed defirous of obtain- 
ing was tortoife fhell ; but as no demand was expected 
for fuch an article, there were only a f *w fmall pieces 
remaining in the fhip, which had been purchafed at 
another ifland. The failors, however, notwithftandirg 
the ldathfomcnefs of fait provifions of long (land ing, had 
not a fingle provident thought for the future, but 4 ex- 
changed their tortoife-fhell for bows and arrows, inftead 
of furnifhing themfelves with a ftock of yams. 

A party from the fhip pafling through a fhrubbery, 
obferved a native at work cutting (ticks, and feein 
him make a very flow progrefs with his hatchet, whic 
was only a bit of fhell in lieu of a blade, they fet about 
helping him with an iron hatchet, and in a few minutes 
cut a much greater heap than he had done the whole 
day. Several Indians who were witnefles to this dif- 
patch, exprefTed the greatcfr. aftonifhment at the uti- 
lity of this tool, and fome vere very defirous of poffef- 
fing it by offering their bows and arrows for it. This 
was confidered as a favourable opportunity for pro- 
curing hogs ; but they were deaf to every propofal of 
that kind, and- never exchanged a fingle hog j one pig 
only was obtained as a prefent to the commander from 
Paowang. 

As there is great reafon to fuppofe that the inha- 
bitants of Tanna are harraffed by frequent wars ; the 
diftriifl which they expreflfed on the ftrfl debarkation 
from the fhips is not Jurprifing. But as foon as they 
were afTured of the pacific difpofition of their new vi- 
fitants, all fufpicions entirely fubfided. They did not 
trade, indeed, becaule they had not die means in pro-*- 
portipn to the other ifianders ; but they were as affi- 
duous in offering their fervices, and from lefs interefled 
motives. If any of the botanifts had procured a plant 
of which he was defirous of having other fpecimens, he 
had only to fignify it to fome natives who would im- 
mediately haften to the fpot where it was to be found, 
and briny it with the moft engaging alacrity. The 
civility of the natives was confptcuous in this particu- 
lar inftance. If they met any officer or gentleman of 
the fliip in a narrow path, they always flopped afide in 

order 
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order to make way for them. If they happened to know, 
their names they pronounced them with a fmile, which 
could be extremely well underftood as a falutation. If 
they had not feen them before, they commonly en- 

order to know them again. They 



have upon the whole the fame engaging manner of ex- 

preffing their , friendfhip by a mutual exchange of 
names, as in common in the moft «aftern iflands of this 
fca. 



CHAP. 



V. 



The 



FRIENDLY ISLANDS. 



TH E Friendly Iflands (fb called from the amica- 
ble intercourfe that fubfifts amongft the natives, and 
their hofpitable treatment of ftrangers) form a clufter ex- 
tending about there deg. of latitude and two of longitude. 
The principal are Middleburg, Rotterdam, or Ana- 
mooka, Hapaee, Amflerdam, or Tongataboo, and 
Pylftart, fo denominated by Tafman ; there are alfo 
others which have been feen and vifited by more mo- 
dern navigators. We fhall attend to them feverally 
in their respective order. 

SECTION I. 

MIDDLEBURG, called by the natives Eooa. 

THIS idand, which being difcovared, was alfo 
named by Tafman in 1642-3, is about ten leagues 
in circumference, and lies in 11 deg. 17 min. fouth 
latitude, and 174. deg. 44 min. weft longitude. 

Middleburg,. from the nature of its fituation, forms a 
very beautiful landfcape. Its fkirts are in general laid 
out in plantations, efpecially thofe on the north-weft 
and fouth-weft fides. The interior parts are not, in- 
deed, lb well cultivated as they might be, but this 
heightens the profpect; for while the other ifles of this 
clufter are level* the eye can difcover nothing but the 
trees that cover them ; here the land rifing gradually 
upwards prefents an extenfive view, where groves of 
trees are' only interfperfed at irregular di fiances, in a 
kind of beautiful difbrder. . It is ftiaded near the fhore 
with various trees, amongft which are the habitations of 
the natives, laid out in fuch order as convenience re- 
quires, and they may boaft a mbft delightful fitu- 
ation. 

About half way up the ifTand is a deep valley, the 
bottom and fides of which, though compofed of hardly 
ny thing but coral rock, are clothed with trees. The 
ibil in general is reddifh clay, which in many places 
feems to be very deep. On the moft elevated part of 
the ifiand is a round platform or mount of earth, fup- 
ported by a wall of coral ftones, to bring which to fuch 
an height mult have coft much labour. This mount, 
called by the natives Etchee s is faid to have been creel- 
ed by order of one of their chiefs. Not many paces 
from this, though on a former Voyage, complaint was 
made of a dearth of water ; on the Faft was found an 
excellent fpring, and about a mile lower down a Tun- 
ing ftream, which, it was faid, found its way to the 
fca when the rains were copious. It appeared from in- 
formation, that all or moft of the land in this ifland be- 
longed to the great chiefs of Amfterdam or Tongata- 
boo, and that the inhabitants were only tenants or 
vaflalstothem. This, indeed, is rcprefented to be the 
cafe at all the other neighbouring ifles, except Rotter- 
dam or Anamooka, where there are fome chiefs who 
feem to act with a degree of independence. 

The principal articles of food here are yams, with 
other roots, bananas and bread-fruit 1 but the latter 

e pepper tree, or ava ava, 
of which they make a favourite intoxicating liquor, alfo 
grows heir. There are many odoriferous trees and 
fhrubs, and one in particular of the lemon fpeciesj na- 
turahfts hkewife met with divers new kinds of plants. 
1 he cafuaria, or club-wood, as in fome neighbour- 



ing iflands, points out alfo to the repofitories of their 
dead. The (haddock, and feveral other trees are found 
Upon the ifland. 

The common complexion of the natives is mahogany 
or chefnut brown, with black hair. Some are of an 
olive colour, and fome of the women much fairer, 
which may be the effect of being lefs expofed to the fun. 
The men in general are of the middle ftature ; though 
fome meafured fix feet. Their bodies are well pro- 
portioned, though mufcular, which feems a con- 
fequence of much exercife. Their features are various, 
nor are they characterifed by any general likenefs, un- 
lefs it be a fullnefs at the point of the nofe, which is 
very common. 

The women in general are not fo tall as the men ; 
their bodies and limbs are well proportioned, and what 
peculiarly diftinguilhes them is the uncommon fmall- 
nefs and delicacy of their fingers, which may be put 
in competition with the fined in any part of the world. 
Puncturing, or tattowing, the fkin is in full fafhion 
amongft the men here ; on the tendereft part of the 
body are marked configurated fears, which muft be 
very painful as well as dangerous. The chiefs arc ex- 
empted from this cuftom. The drefs of both men and 
women are much the fame, and confifts of a piece of 
cloth or matting, (though moftly the former) about two 
yards wide, and two and an half long, fo as to wrap in 
great abundance round the waift, to which it is con- 
fined by a girdle or cord. Before it is double, and hangs 
down like a petticoat as low as the middle of the leg. 
This, as to form, is the general drefs j but large pieces 
of cloth and fine matting are worn only by thofe of 
Tuperior rank. The inferior clafs are fatisfied with 
finall pieces, and often wear nothing but a covering 
made of leaves of plants, or the maro, which is a nar- 
row piece of cloth or matting like a fafh. This they 
pafs between the thighs and wrap lound the waift, 
but the ufe of it chiefly confined to the men. They 
have various drefles made for the purpofe of their haivas 
or grand entertainments; but the form is always the 
fame ; the richeft are adorned more or lefs with red 
feathers. Both fexes fometimcs fcreen their faces from 
the fun with little bonnets made of divers materials. 

The fexes differ as little in their ornaments as their 
clothing. Of thefe the moft 
'made of various fweet feen ted 
the general name of Kabul la. 
, firings of fmall fhells, fliarks teeth, and other things, 
( which hang loofe upon the brcaft. In the fame man- 
ner they hkewife wear a mother of pearl fhcll, neatly 
polifhed, and a ring of the fame fubftance carved, on 
the upper part of the arm, as alfo rings of tortoife-fhell 
on the fingers, and a number of thefe joined together as 
bracelets on the wrifts. 

The lobes of the ears are perforated with two holes 
' 'in which they wear cylindrical pieces of ivory, ftuck 
through both fides the holes. Some ufe reeds filled 
with a yellow pigment. This feems to be a fine pow- 
der of Turmcric % with which the women rub them- 
lelves all over in the fame manner as the European fe- 
males ufe dry rouge upon their cheeks. 

But what particularly characterizes t hefe people, and 
was remarked by Tafman, is, that m«.fl of them want 
the little linger on one, and fomctiines on both hands; 

nor 



common are necklaces 
flowers, which go under 
Others con ft ft of feveral 
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did the difference of age or fex exempt from this 
amputation, for the very children were obferved to 
have fuffered that lofs. They had alfo a round fpot 
on each cheek bone, which appeared to have been 
burned or bliftered. On lbme it feemed to have been 
recently made, on others it was covered with fcurf, and 
the mark was flight } but the purport of it could not 

be difcovered. 

The women in general here are reprefented as modeft 
and referved in their behaviour, though, as in all other 
iflands, diere were fome exceptions. 

The natives of thefe iflands are much commended 
by voyagers for their cleanlinefb, to produce which 
they are faid to bathe frequently in ponds which feem 
to ferve no other purpofe. Though the water in molt 
of them is naufcous to a degree, they prefer them to 
the fea, imagining that fait water hurts their fkins. 
"When neceflity obliges them to bath in the fea, they 
commonly have lbme cocoa-nut fhells tilled with frefh 
water poured over* them, to walh it off. The cocoa- 
nut oil has an admirable effect on the fkin in rendering 
it fmooth i for which thefe people hold it in fuch efti- 
mation, that they not only pour a great quantity of it 
upon their heads and moulders, but rub the body all 
over brifkly with a fmaller quantity. The language 
here is foft and not unpleafing, and whatever they lay 
is fpoken in a kind of finging tone. 

They do not difcover much tafte or ingenuicy in 
building their houfes ; though the defect is rather in 
the defign than the execution. Thofe of the lower 
people are poor huts, thole of the better are larger and 
more comfortable. Their houfes, properly fpeaking, 
are thatched roofs or (beds fupported by polls and 
rafters difpofed in a tolerably judicious manner. The 
floor is a little raifed, covered with ftrong thick mat- 
ting, and kept very clean. They are moftly clofed on 
the weather fide with the fame fort of matting, the 
other being open. A thick ftrong mat, of two or three 
feet broad, bent into the form of a femicircle and fet 
upon its edge, with the ends touching the fide of the 
houfe, in fhape refembling the fender of a fire hearth, 
bidofes a fpace for the mafter and miftrefs of the 
family to flecp in. The latter indeed fpends mod of 
her time during the day within it. The reft of the 
family fleep upon the Moor wherever they pleafe to lie 
down, the unmarried men and women apart from each 
other. If the family be large there are fmall huts ad- 
joining, to which the ieivants retire in the night, fo 
that privacy is as much obferved here as can be ex- 
pected. They have mats made on purpofe for fleeping 
on, and the clothes they wear in the day ferve for their 
covering in the night. Their houlhold furniture con- 
fifts of fome bowls and platters, cocoa nut fhells ■> fome 
fmall wooden ftools which ierve them for pillows, and 
perhaps a large ftool for the mafter of the family to 
fir on. 

Their weapons are clubs, fpears, bows and arrows. 
The former are of a great variety of fhapes, and many 
of them fo heavy as not to be managed with one hand, 
but with difficulty. The moft common form is a 
quadrangular. The far greater part were carved all 
over in many checjuered patterns, which feem to have 
required great patience and a long time to work up, as 
a inarp Hone or piece of coral are the only tools made 
ufe of. The whole furface of the plain clubs was as 
highly polifhed, as if furnifhed by an European artifl 
with the beft inllruments. Their fpears arc fometimes 
plain (harp pointed flicks, and fometimes barbed. 
Their bows and arrows are of a peculiar conftruction. 
The farmer, which is about fix feet long, is about the 
fize of a little finger, and when flack forms a flight 
curve: the convex part is channelled with a fingle deep 
groove in which the bow-ftring is lodged. The arrow 
is made of reed near fix feet long and pointed with 
hard wood. When the bow is to be bent, inftead of 
drawing it fo as to cncrcafc the natural curve, they 
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draw it the contrary way, make it perfectly ftraight, and 
then form the curve on the other fide. 

Much ingenuity is difplayed in the conftruction of 
their canoes. They have out-riggers made of poles, and 
their workmanfhip is admirable. Two of thefe is 
joined together with furprifing exactnefs and the furface 
is polilhed in a very curious manner. Their paddles 
have Ihort blades and are very neatly wrought. 

A circumftance occurred in this place which afforded 
an opportunity of obferving how thefe people treat 
conjugal infidelity. Some of our people, on their re- 
turn from an excurfion, being informed that a party of 
the natives had ftruck orte of their 6wn countrymen 
with a club, which laid bare, or, as others faid, fractured 
his fkull, and then broke his thigh with the fame, en- 
quired the reafon of fuch treatment, and were given to 
underfland that he had been difcovered in a fituation 
rather indelicate with a woman that was tabood y that is, 
forbidden. But the female delinquent had by far the 
fmaller fhare of punifhment ; for her mifdemeanour, as 
our people were told, fhe would only receive a flight 
beating, 

Our navigators, when they firft vifited this ifland, 
obferved, that feveral of both fexes were affe&ed with 
leprous diforders in the moft virulent degree, in various 
parts of their bodies. The face of one woman wrs 
corroded by the acrid humours fb as to exhibit a moft 
horrid fpectaclc. Many others were likewise fb dis- 
figured by the diforder, that they could not be beheld 
without a mixture of difguft and pity. 

The amicable difpofition of the natives is fully 
evinced from the friendly reception all ftrangers have 
met with who have vifited them. "When Captain Cook 
firft anchored on the W.N.W. fide of this ifland, two 
canoes with feveral men in each came along fide the 
fhip; one of them on board, without the leaft hefitatlon, 
prefented a root of the pepper tree, touched the notes of 
the officers with his own in token of friendfhip, and 
then fat down on the deck without fpeaking a word. 
The native was prefented with a nail, which, on receiv- 
ing, according to the general cuftom of the ifland, he 
held over his head, pronouncing the word fagafctai or 
fagafatie. This was moft probably meant as an ex- 
preffion of his thankfulnefs. No people could give 
greater proof of liberality of difpofition, for they came 
in great numbers about our veflels, threw bales of cloth 
into them, and retired without fo much as waiting for a 
return. 

As an inftance of their hofpitality, Captain Cook, 
with feveral officers and gentlemen, were conducted on 
their landing, by a chief, named Tioony, to his man- 
fion, delightfully fuuated about three hundred yards 
from the lea, at the head of a fine lawn, and under the 
fhade of lbme fhaddock trees, and there elegantly en- 
tertained. The very fame chief, on the commander's 
laft vifit, then called Taoofa, vifited him on board 
immediately as he came to an anchor, and with the ut- 
moft cordiality rendered him every friendly fervice 
within his power. The European flrangers indeed were 
carefled by old and young, men and women, who em- 
braced them, kifTed their hands, and laid them on their 
breafts with the moft expreffive looks of affection. It 
was very remarkable that the difcharge of guns neither 
excited their admiration, nor their fear, which plainly 
proved that their civility arofe from the bent of natural 
difpofition, and not from a motive of conciliating the 
favour of their guefts, becaufe they knew them able to 
deftroy them. 

The only glaring defect that fullies their character 
is, a propennty to theft, which, in one of the narra- 
tives of the firft voyage, is faid to be confined to nails, in 
which they fet fo high a value, that they would endea- 
vour to poflefs them at any rate : but we are forry to 
fay, that truth and candour obliges us to confefs, that 
fiom later experience, in many inftances, the propen- 
fity in fome appeared to be fo univcrfal as to admit of 
no bound or reftraint. 
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SECTION II. 

t 

Vejeription of the cuftoms, manners, religion? government ', 
language, 13c. &c. of the inhabitants of the Friendly 
IJlands in general. 

AS there appears to be a fimilarity in the perfons, 
genius, manners, cuftoms, rites, ceremonies, &c. 
of the inhabitants of the Friendly I (lands in general, we 
prefume it may not be uncntemiining to our readers to 
feledl them from the beft authorities, and prefent them 

in one point of view. 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands are fo agreeably cir- 

cumflanced, as neither tobefubjec~t to exceflive labour 
on the one hand, or fupine indolence on the other. 
Their occupations are agreeably diverfified, and their 
recreations and amufements follow in pleafing fucceffi- 
on, fo that they neither difguft or tire. To the women 
is committed the care of making the cloth, and to them 
isalfo configned the manufacture of their mats. 

Conformable to the powers peculiar to their fex, the 
men are afligned the moft arduous and laborious em- 
ployments. • Architecture, boat-building, agriculture, 
andfifhing, are the principal objects of their care. As 
cultivated roots and fruits form their chief fubfiftence, 
they find it necefiary to practife husbandry, which they 
have brought by their diligence to fome degree of per- 
fection. In planting yams and plantains, they dig 
lmall holes for their reception, and afterwards root up 
the furrounding grafs. The inftruments ufed by them 
for this purpofe are called hoco j and are nothing more 
than (lakes of various lengths, flattened and fharp- 
ened to an edge at one end ; and the iargefl ones have 
a fliort piece fixed tranfvei fely, by means of which they 
prefs the implement into the ground with the foot. 
When they plant the two above-mentioned vegetables, 
they obferve fuch particular exactnefs, that, whichever 
way you turn your eyes, the rows prefent themfelves 
complete and regular. 

Some of their vegetable productions, and in particu- 
lar the bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees, are (battered 
without order and reared without pains. The fame 
may be faid of another large tree, which produces a 
roundifh comprefled nut, called eeefee t and of a fmaller 
tree bearing an oval nut, with two or three triangular 
kernels. The kappe is, in general, planted regularly, 
and in large fpotsj but the tnawhaha is interlperfed a- 
mong other things, as arc alio the yams and jeejee. Su- 
gar-cane is ufually in fmall fpots, clofely crowded. 
The tree, of which the cloth is made, is kept very 
clean, and has a good fpace allowed for it. The pan- 
danus is commonly planted in a row, clofe together, at 
the fides of the fields. 

The ftructure of their houfes (if fo they may be call- 
ed) afford proofs neither of defign or execution. Thofe 
of the lower clafs of people are wretched huts, fcarce 
fufficient to fheltcr them from the weather. Thofe of 
the better fort are larger, as well as more commodious 
and comfortable. An houfe of a middling fize is of the 
following dirnenfions, viz. about twelve feet in height, 
twenty in breadth, and thirty in length. Their houfes are, 
properly fpeaking, thatched roofs or fheds, fupported 
yy rafters and pofls. The floor is raifed with earth 
Imoothed, and covered with i hick matting. Some of 
their habitations arc open all rounds hut the major part 
of them are enclofed on the weather fide with* (trong 
mats, or with branches of tin- cocoa- nut tree, plated or 
inteiwoven with each othr-r. A thick mat, about three 
feet broad, bent into a femidi cular form, ami placed 
edgeways, with the ends touching the iide of the houfe, 
cnclofes a fulHcient fpace for the mailer and miflrefs to 
ijeep in. The reft of the family fleep upon any part of 
the floor, the unmarried men and women lyinf apart 
from each other. If the family is large, there arc little 
JiUts adjoining, in which the fervants fleep. Their whole 
furniture confllh of fome wooden Ilools, which ferve 

them for oil lows j bafkets of dill emit fl/.c S in which 




they put their combs, fifli-hooks, and tools j two or 
diree wooden bowls, in which they make kava ; ibme 
cocoa-nut fhells, a few gourds, and a bundle or two of 
cloth. 

Bur the deficiency fo apparent in the building of their 
houfes is amply compenfated in the conftruftion of 
their canoes, which dilplay much tafte and ingenuity. 
The double ones are made fufficiently large to carry 
about fifty perfons, and fail at a great rate. Upon them 
they generally fix a hut or fhecl, for the reception of 
the mailer and his family. They are made of the breadr 
fruit tree, and the workmanfhip is extremely neat. They 
appear on the outfide as if they were compofed of one 
folid piece j but, upon clofer infpeclion, they are found 
to confift of a great number of pieces, which fit each 
other exactly, and by means of a ledge on the infide 
are fecured together with cocoa-nut line. The fingle 
canoes are furnifhed with an outrigger. The only 
tools which they make ufe of in the conftru&ion o£ 
thefe boats, are hatchets, or adzes, of a fmooth black 
{tone; augers, made of mark's teeth; and rafps, com- 
pofed of the rough fkin of a fifh, faftened on flat pieces 
of wood. The fame tools are all they have for other 
works, except fhells, which ferve them for knives. 
Their cordage is made of the fibres of the cocoa-nut 
huik, which, though not above ten inches long, they 
plait about the fize of a quill, to whatever length is re- 
quired, and roll it up in balls ; from which the ropes 
of a larger fize are made, by twilling feveral of thole 
together. Their filhing-lines are as flrong and even as 
our belt cord. Their fmall hooks confift entirely of 
pearl-fhells ; but the large ones are only covered wit£ 
it on the back ; and the points of both are, in general, 
of tortoife-fhell. With the large hooks they catch albi- 
cores, and bonnetos, by putting them to a bamboo-end, 
about twelve feet long, with a line of the fame length* 
They have alfo numbers of fmall feines, fome of whick 
are of the moft delicate texture. 

Their mufical reeds or pipes, which refemble the 
fyrinx of the ancients, have eight or ten pieces placed 
parallel to each other, moft of which are of unequal 
lengths. Their flutes are made of a joint of bamboo, 
about eighteen inches long, and are clofed at both ends, 
having a hole near each end, and four others ; two of 
which, and only one of the firft, are ufed by them in 
playing. They clofe the left noflnl with the thumb of 
the left-hand, and blow into the hole at one end with 
the other noftril. The fore-finger of the right-hand is 
applied to the lowcll hole on the right, and the middle 
finger of the left to the firft hole on that fide* In this 
manner, with only three notes, they produce a pleafing, 
though fimple mufic. 

Their warlike weapons are clubs, cilrioufiy orna- 
mented, fpears, and darts. They alfo make bows and 
arrows ; but thefe are intended for amufement, fuch as 
fhooting at birds, and not for the purpofe of war. 
Their Ilools, or rather pillows, are about two feet long, 
but only four or five inches in height, and near four in 
breadth, inclining downwards towards the middle, with 
four flrong legs and circular feet i the whole compofed 
of brown or black wood, neatly polifhed, and lome- 
times inlaid with ivory. They likewife inlay with ivoiy 
the handles of fly-flaps 5 and, with a fhark's tooth, 
fhape bones into figures of men, birds, &c. 

Plantains, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit and yams comv 
pole the greater part of their vegetable food. Their chief 
articles of animal food ate hogs, fifli, and fo-vls; but 
the common people frequently eat rats. Their hogs, 
fowls, and turtle, however, fecm to be only occasional 
dainties ferved for people of rank. Their food is, in 
general, drcflcd by baking; and they make, from dif- 
ferent forts of fruit, feveral dirties, which are very good. 
They Ibmetimes boil their filh in the green leaves of 
the plaintain-tree, which ferve as a bag to hold both fifh 
and water : having tied them up, they wrap them again 
in three or four other leaves, ami place them upon 
Hones heated for the purpofe : when they are fufficiently 
done, tliev nor only eat the fifli, but drink the liquor or 
foup. Tncy are not very cleanly either in their cookc- 
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ry, or their manner of eating. Their ufual drink at 
their meals is waCer, or cocoa-nut milk, the kaya being 
only their morning beverage. The food that is ferved 
up to the chiefs is generally laid upon plantain-leaves. 
T he king, at his meals, is commonly attended upon by 
three or four of the natives, one of whom cuts large 
pieces of the fifh, or of the joint, another afterwards di- 
vides it into mouth fuls, and the reft (land by with co- 
coa-rtuts, and whatever elfc he may happen to want. 
The women are not excluded from taking their meals 
with the men ; but there are certain ranks that arc not 
allowed cither to eat or drink together. This diftincVi- 
on begins with his majefty, but we know not where it 
ends. 

According to thole rules which are molt conducive to 
health of body and vigour of mind, they rife at day- 
break, and retire to reft as foon as it becomes dark. 
They, for the mod part, fleep alfo in the day time, 
when the weather is very hot. They are fond of affoci- 
ating together ; • in confequence of which it is not un- 
common to find feveral houfes empty, and the polTefTors 
of rhem affembled in fome other houfe, or upon fome 
convenient fpot in the neighbourhood, where they relax 
themfelves by converfation and other amufemcnts. 
Their private diverfions chietly confift of dancing, 
flnging, and mil He. When two or three women fnap 
their fingers, and fing in concert, it is called oob at ; but 
when there are more, they form feveral parties, each 
of which lings in a different key, which conftitutes an 
agreeable melody, and is termed beeva or haiva. The 
longs are generally accompanied with the mil fie of their 
flutes. The dance's both of the men and women are 
■performed with an cafe and grace which are difficult to 
oe defer i bed. 

The nature of their marriages could not be afcer- 
tained, either in point of form, or obligation j it is cer- 
tain, however, that the major part of the men con- 
tent themfelves with one wife. The chiefs, indeed, 
commonly have feveral women, though only one is 
confidered in the light of miftrefs of the family. 

They difplay a ftriking inftance of humanity in the 
manner in which they are affected by the lofs of their 
friendsand relations. Befides the tooge, and burnt cir- 
cles and fears, they ftrike a mark's tooth into their 
heads till the blood flows confiderably, beat their teeth 
with ftones, and thruft fpears not only through their 
cheeks into their mouths, but alfo into the inner parts 
of their thighs, and into their fides. The more painful 
operations, however, arc only practifed when they 
mourn for the deaths of thole who were molt nearly 
connected with them. When one of them dies, he is 
wrapped up in mats and cloth, and then interred. The 
Jiatookas feem to be appropriated to the chiefs and other 
ju rfons of diftinction, as their burial-places ; but the 
inferior people have no pat titular fpot let apart for their 
interment. It is uncertain what part of the mourning 
ceremony follows immediately afterwards ; but there is 
fornething befides the general one which is continued 
for a confidcrable time. They feem to confide r death 
as a great evil, to avert which they praclife a very fin- 
gular cnliom. Whin Captain Cook, during his fecond 
voyage, firft vilited thefe iflands, he oblerved that ma- 
ny of the natives had one or both ot their lit tie fingers 
cutoff; of the reafon of which mutilation he could not 
then obtain a fatis factory account, lint he was now in- 
formed, that they perfoim this operation when thcyaic 
afflicted with Ibme dangerous difurdcr, which they ima- 
gine may bring them to the grave. They fuppofe, that 
the little linger will be accepted of by the Deity, as a 
kind of propitiatory facrihee fuffiricntly efficacious to 
procure their recovery. In cutting it off, they make 
ule of a frone hatchet. There is fcarcely one perlbn 
in ten who is not thus mutilated i and they fometimcs 
cur fn i lofe, as to encroach upon that bone of the hand 
which joins the amputated linger. It is alfo common 
for the lower rials of people to cut off a joint of their 
little lin«»ri t on account of the ficknefs of the chiefs 
to whom they 1 effectively belong. 

1 



From the lingular ceremonies they obferve on tfie 
occalion before mentioned, it might be expected,' 
that they endeavoured thereby to fecure to themfelves* 
eternal happinefs ; bm their principal object regard* 
things merely temporal j for they have apparently little 
conception of future punifhment for fins committed in 
the prefent- life. They believe, however, that they 
meet with juft punifhment upon earth ; and, therefore, 
put every method in practice to render their divinities 
propitious. They admit a plurality of deities,- all of 
them inferior to Ka/Iafootonga, who they fay is a female,' 
and the fupreme author of moft things, refiding in the 
heavens, and directing the wind, rain, thunder, &c. 
They are of opinion, that when fhe is much difpleafed 
with them, the productions of the earth afe Dialled, 
many things con fumed by lightning, and themfelves 
afflicted with ficknefs and death ; but that when her an- 
ger abates, every thing is immediately re{lo*ed to its 
former ftace. Among their fubordinate deities, they 
mention Futtafaibe or Footafooa, who has the adminif- 
tration of the lea, and its productions; Toofoca-toolootoo^ 
god of the clouds and fog ; Talleteboo, Mattaba, Taree- 
ava, and odiers. The fame fyftem of religion does 
not extend all over the Friendly Iflands ; the fupreme 
deity of Hapaee, for inftance, being called Ak Alo. 
They entertain very abfurd opinions relative to the 
power and various attributes of thefe beings, who they 
fuppofe have no farther concern with them after deadi. 
They have, however gutter fentiments of the immortality 
and immateriality of the foul; which they call life, the 
living principle, or an Otooa, that is, a divinitv. They 
imagine that, immediately after death, the fouls of their 
chiefs are feparated from their bodies, and go to a de- 
lightful region called Boolootoo y the god of which is 
named Goolebo* By this Goolebo they probably perfoni- 
fy death. His country, according to their mythology, 
is the general repofitory of the dead; and thofe who 
are once conveyed thither are no more fubject to death, 
but feaft on all the favourite productions of their na- 
tive foil, with which this blifsful abode is plentifully 
furnifhed. As for the fouls of people of an inferior 
clafs, they are fuppofed by them to fuffer a kind of 
transmigration; or are eaten up (they fay) by a bird 
called ioata, which walks on the graves with that intent. 

They do not worlhip any vifible part of the creation, 
or any things made by their own hands. They make 
no offerings of dogs, hogs, or fruit, unlefs emblemati- 
cally. But there feems to be no reafon to doubt of 
their offering up human facrifices. Their Jiatookas or 
morais are, in general, burying-grounds and places of 
worfhip : fome of them, however, appear to be ap- 
propriated only to the former purpofe : but thefe are 
imall and greatly inferior to. the reft. 

Our navigators could derive but little information as 
to their mode and form of government, A fubordi- 
nation, refembling the feudal fyftem of our anceftors in 
Europe, is eftabhmed among them ; but of its fubdi- 
yifions, and the conftituent parts, we are ignorant. 
Though fome of them afferted, that the king's pow- 
er is unbounded, and that he has the abfolure cfifpo- 
lal of the lives and properties of his fubjects ; yet the few 
cii cumftances that offered themfelves to our obferva- 
tjon, comradifted, rather than confirmed, the idea of 
defpotic Iway. Marcewagee, Feenou, and Old Toobou, 
acted each the part of a petty fovereign, and not un- 
frequcntly counteracted the meafures of the king. 
Nor was his court fupcrior in fplendor to thofe of Old 
Toobou and Mareewagee, who, next to his majefty, 
were the moil potent chiefs in thefe iflands; and next 
after them, lecnou appeared to Hand highrft in rank 
and authority. But, however ind< pendent of the king 
the principal men maybe, the infeiior people are to- 
tally fubject to the will of the chief:, to whom they fe- 
verally belong. 

The illand called Tongataboo is divided 
gieat number of dilli iols, each of which has its 
chiefs, who diftributes juftice, and decide s t 
within his own territory. Moil of thefe chieftains have 
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eftates in other - iflands, whence they procure fupplies. 
The king> at ftated times, receives the product, of his 
diftant domains at Tongataboo, which is not only the 
ufual place of his refidence, but die abode of moil per- 
fons of diftinction among thefe iflands. Its inhabitants 
frequently call it the Land of Chiefs, and flagmatize 
the fubordinate ifles with the appellation of L^ands of 

Servants. : 

Great deference and even worfhip may be laid to be 
paid to their chiefs, who are ftyled Lords of the earth,, 
and alfo of the fun and fky. The royal family affumc 
the name of Futtafaihe, from the god diftinguifhed by 
that appellation, who is probably confidered by them 
as their titular patron. The king's peculiar title is 
fimply Tooee Tonga. The order and decorum obferved 
in his prefence, and likewife in that of the other chiefs, 
are truly admirable. Whenever he fits down, all the 
attendants feat themfelves before him, forming a femi- 
circle, and leaving a fufficient fpace between them and 
him, into which no one, unlefs he has particular bu- 
iinefs, prefumes to come. Nor is any one fufFered 
to fit or pafs behind him, or even near him, without 
his permiflion. When a perfon wifhes to fpeak to his 
majefty, he comes forward, and having feated himfelf 
before him, delivers in a few words what he has to fay ; 
then, after being favoured with an anfwer, retires. If 
the king fpeaks to any one, the latter gives an anfwer 
from his feat, unlefs he is to receive an order ; in which 
cafe he rifes from his place, and feats himfelf crofe- 
legged before his majefty; To fpeak to the king 
Handing would here be confidered as a glaring mark of 
rudenefs. 

In implicit obedience to the commands of their 
chiefs, in decorum and order of behaviour, as well as 
in harmony and unanimity, none of the civilized nations 
have excelled them. Such a behaviour manifefts it- 
felf in a remarkable manner, whenever their chjefs ha- 
rangue a body of them alfembled together, which fre- 
quently happens. The greater! attention and moft 
profound filence are obferved during the harangue; 
nor is there ever feen a fingle inltance of any one pre- 
fent fhewing figns of being difpleafed, or feeming in 
the leaft inclined to difpute the declared will of the 
ipeaker. 

It is a peculiar privilege annexed to the perfon of the 
king not to be punctured, or circumcifed, or rather 
fupercifed, as his fubjects are. Whenever he walks 
out, all who meet him muft fit down till lie has pafTed. 
No perfon is fufFered to be over his head ; but, on the 
contrary, all muft come under his feet. The method 
of doing homage to him, and the other chiefs, is as 
follows : the perfon who is to pay obeifance fquats 
down before the great perfonage, and bows the liead 
down to the fole of his foot, which he taps or touches 
with the under and upper fide of the ringers of each 
hand ; then rifing up, he retires. His majefty cannot, 
refufe any one who is defirous of paying Iiim this ho- 
mage, which is called by the natives moe moea- t for the 
people frequently think proper to fliew him thefe 
marks of fubmiflion when he is walking; and he is on 
thefe occafions obliged to (lop, and hold up one of 
his feet behind him, till they have performed this re- 
fpectablc ceremony. The hands, after having been 
thus applied, become, in fome cafes, ufelefs for a little 
time i for, till they are waJhed, they muft not touch I 
food of any fort. This prohibition, in a country where I 
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time has elapfed, wafhes herfelf in one of their baths, 
which are in general dirty ponds of brack ifh water. 
She then waits upon the fovereign, and having paid the 
cuflomary obeifance, takes hold of his foot, which 11 ic 
applies to her fhoulders, breafr, and other parts ; he 
then embraces her on both fhoulders, and ihe imme- 
diately retires, purified from her unclearinefs. If it be 
alway* necelfary to have recourfe to his majefty for this 
puipofe; it may be One reafon of travelling from one 
ill and to another. 

Divers fignificatibns are annexed to the word taboo. 
They call human facrifices tan gat a taboo ; and when 
any particular thing is prohibited to be eaten, or made 
ufe ofj they fay it is taboo. If the king goes into a 
houfe belonging to one of his fubjects, that will, in 
confequence, become taboo, and can never be again 
inhabited by the owner of it; fo that, wherever his 
majefty travels, there are houfes peculiarly afligned for 
his accommodation. A certain perfon is appointed as 
1 1 an infpector of all the produce of the iQand, who takes 
11 care that each individual mail cultivate and plant his 
quota* at the fame time directing what mall, and what 
fhall not, be eaten. By fo prudent a regulation, they 
take effectual precautions againft a famine; fuflicienc 
ground is employed in raifing provifions; and every* 
article is fecured from unneceflary consumption. By 
another good regulation, an officer is appointed to 
fuperintend the police, whole bufinefs it is to punifh all 
delinquents: he is alfo generaliffimo, or commander in 
chief of the forces of the iflands. If this commander 
fhould act inconfiftent with the duties of his office, or 
govern in fuch a manner as n ay be injurious to the 
public welfare, he would, by the collective body of the 
peopl-, be depofed from his fovereignty and put to 
death. A monarch thus fubject to controul and punilh- 
ment for abufe of power cannot juftly be deemed a 
defpotic prince. 

It was natural to fuppofe, on a review of thefe iflands 
and the remote diftance at which fome of them are 
fituated from the feat of government, that many efforts 
would have been made to throw off the yoke of fu'b- 
jection. But fuch a circumftance never happens* 
One reafon of their not being thus embroiled in do- 
meftic commotions may be this ; that all the principal 
chiefs take up their refidence at Tongataboo. They 
alfo fecure the dependence of the other ifles, by the 
decifive celerity of their operations; for if a feditious 
and popular man fhould ftart up in any of them, the 
commander is immediately difpatched thither to put him 
to death, by which means they cxtinguifh an infurrec- 
tion while it is yet in embryo. 

The different clafTes of their chiefs feem to be nearly 
as numerous as among us; but there are few, com- 
paratively fpeaking, that are lords of extenfive dtftrifts 



that it is cuflomary to give them to the cldeft fon of 
the deceafed, with this condition annexed, that he mould 
provide, out of the eftate, for the other children. The 
crown is hereditary; and it is known, from a particular 
circumftance, that the Futtafaihes have i eigne 1, in a 
direct line, for the fpace of at leaft one hundred and 
thirty-five years, which have elapfed between our coun- 
tnrmcn vifiting thefe iflands, and TaJimn's difevery 
of them. Upon liuniinng of them, whethet anv tra 
ditional account of the arrival of Tafman's Hups hid 
been prefrrved among them till this time, it was found, 
that this hiftoiy had been delivered down to them f.o n 
their anceftors, with great accuracy: for they did ,h u 
his two Hups refembJed ours, and alio me ntioned the 



When the hand, are in this Htuatioii, they term T taboo c7whTt! ^ "* 



uirred, by doing homage to a perfon of rank, it may 
thus raf.ly be wafhed off* but in feveral other cafes, 
! l uwl l ™mimie for a certain period. Women, who 
nave been taboo rema are not fed by themfelves, but 
by others. The interdicted perfon, after the limited 



us how long ago this affair had happened, they co n 
mumcated to us the name of the Kmiufajhe who 
reigned at that tune, and thole who had !,,< <•< eded him 
in the lovereignty, down to PouJaho, who is the fifih 
monarch lincc that period. 

Their 
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Their rank of precedence ever appeared a matter 
of great difficulty to ai certain. It was generally fn ppofed 
i hat the prefent fovereign of the Friendly Ifles had 
the higheft rank of any perfon in His dominions. But 
it was found to be otherwife ; for I .atoolibooloo and 
three women, are fuperior, in fome refpects, to Poulaho 
himfelf. Theie gieat perfonages are diftinguifhed by 
the title of Tammaba^ whicli implies a chief. The late 
kin?,, father of Poulaho, left behind him a fitter of 
equal rank, and older than himfelf j fhe, by a native 
of Feejee, h id a Ion and two daughters ; and thefe three 
perfons, as well as their mother, are of higher rank than 
the kin^. 1'ndeavonrs were made to dilcover the rea- 
lbn of this pre-eminence of the Tamtnabas, but without 
effect. The mother, and one of her daughters, named 
Tooeela-kaipa, refided at Vavaoo. The other daugh- 
ter, called Moungoulakaipa, and Latoolibooloo the ion, 
dwelt at Tongataboo. Latoolibooloo was fuppofed, by 
his countrymen,- to be difordered in his fenfes. 

According to the obiervations of the more fpecu- 
lative part of our countrymen, the language of the 
natives of the Friendly Iflands bears a linking rcfem- 
blance to thofe of New Zealand, of Otaheite, and the 
Society I lies. The pronunciation of thefe people 
differs, indeed, in many initances, from that both of 
Otaheite and New Zealand; but, notwithstanding that, 
a great number of words are either very little changed, 
or exactly the fame. The language, as fpoken by the 
Friendly Iftanders, is fufHcicntly copious to exprefs all 
their ideas ; and befides being tolerably harmonious 
in common converfation, is eafily adapted to the pur- 
poles of muficv They have terms to fignify numbers 
as far as an hundred thoufand, beyond which they either 
would not, or could not, reckon. 

The latitude of that part of Tongataboo where our 
countrymen creeled an obfervatory, and which was near 
the middle of the north fide of the ifland, is, according 
to the moft accurate obfervations, n deg. 8 min. 19 
fee. fouth; and its longitude, 184 deg. 55 min. 18 fee. 
eaflr. 

. The tides are more confiderable at the Friendly 
Iflands, than at any other of Captain Cook's difcoveries 
in 1 1 lis ocean, that are fituare within either of the tropics. 
At Annamooka the tide rifes and falls about fix feet 
upon a perpendicular. At Tongataboo it rifes and 
falls four feet and three quarters on the full and change 
days, and three feet and an half at the quadratures. 

SECTION III. 

ROTT ERD/i M> called by the natives Annamooka, 

Difpo/stiott, enftoms and manners peculiar to the inha- 
bitant*. 

Til 1 S ifland being likewife difcovered by Tafman, 
the Dutch navigator, in the fame year with the 
former, was alio named by him. It lies in latitude 

10 cleg. 15 min. fouth, and longitude I74clcg. 31 min. 
welt. The fhore conlifis of a itcep rugged coral rock, 
about nine or ten feet high ; but thci e are two fandy 
beaches, whic h are defended from the fea by a reef of 
the fame kind of rock. In the center of the ifland is 
a l.ilt water lake, in breadth about a mile and an half. 
On the riling pans, and efpecially towards the fea, the 
loil is either of a blarkifh mould or redd i Hi clay, 
though not a ft ream of water was to be found upon the 
ifland but what was bmckith. The perfons, difpo- 
fitions, diets, manner?;, cuftoms, language, &c. of the 
inhabitants here Pre almoll the fame as thofe of the 
natives of Middlehuru, and indeed of the Friendly 

1 1 lands in general, as before deforibed. 

Upon the whole, the land appears to be well culti- 
vated, and it* fome pans lie watte, the detign is evident- 
ly, that they rnudu recover that llrengtli which had 
been exhaultcd by too fiequenr culture. The chief 
plantations were yarns ami plaintains. Breadfruit and 
cocoa trees ate alio i titer fper fed without regular order, 



but are chiefly found near the^ habitations of the natives. 
The ifland is in general covered with luxuriant trees 
and bufhes, but particularly thofe parts towards the fea 

and round the lake. 

They gave proof of that courteous difpofition frorr : 
which their country is denominated, to all the ftrangers 
they met from our veflels, bowing their heads and 
ufing the expreffion, lelei woa> good friend, or fotne 
word to that import. 

They readily undertook to conduct fuch as applied 
to them into the re ce lies of their country, climbed the 
higher! trees to procure them flowers, and took, to the 
water, like fpaniels, after birds that were fhot: they 
pointed out the finch: plants and gave them their pro- 
per names, and whenever any intimation W'as given 
that fpecimens of a certain kind of plant were wanted, 
they would go to any diltance to procure them. 

Thefe people manage their canoes with the greateit 
agility, and fwim with furprifing cafe. Their common 
trailing canoes are neatly made and curioufly poliflied. 
They confifl of two, f aliened to a tranfverfe platform ot 
planks, in the midit of which they erect an hut, where 
they place their goods, their arms, and utenfiis, and, 
where they pafs great part of their time. They have 
alfo holes which give into the body of each caooe: 
their mails are (trait poles; which can be (truck at plea- 
fur e ; and their fails are very large and triangular,' but 
not very proper to make way before the wind. Their 
cordage, in general, is excellent, and they have alfo 
contrived a very good ground tackle, confiding of a 
ftrong rope with large (tones at the end, by means of 
which they come to an anchor. 

It was evident, from the enquiry of a great number 
of the natives on the arrival of the veffel in the ifland, 
that the fame of thefe voyagers had already reached this 
fpot. They fupplied dieir European vifitors with plenty 
of fruit and roots. A few fowls and one or two fmall 
pigs were all the animal food procured here. 

No king, on the firft vifit, was diftinguifhed amongft 
thefe people, and their method of government was en- 
tirely unknown. A young dog and a bitch were left 
here, as they had no fuch animal among them, and were 
the firft: of thofe they faw. The people here are more 
afflicted with the lepiofy, or fome fcrophulous diforder, 
than at any of the other iflands. 

When captain Cook re-vifited thefe iflands in 1777 
he refumed the fame ftation for anchorage as he had 
before occupied, and, as he thought, moll probably in 
the fame place where the firft difcoverer of this and 
fome of the neighbouring iflands anchored in 1643. 
The officers fometimes amufed themfelves in walking 
up the count! y, and (hooting wild ducks, refemblim 
our widgeon, which are very numerous on the fait 
lake, as well as on the pool where water was procured. 
They found, in thefe excurfions, that the inhabitants 
frequently deferud their houfes to repair to the trading 
place, without entertaining the leaft fufpicion that Gran- 
gers would take away or deftroy any property that be- 
longed to them. From this circumftancc it might be 
iuppofctl, that moft of the natives were fometimes col- 
lected on the beach, and that there would be no great 
difficulty in forming an accurate computation of their 
number; but the continual rcforcof vifitors from other 
iflands rendered it impofiible. However, as they never 
faw more than a thoufand perfons collected at one time, 
it may be reafonably fuppofed, that there are about 
twice that number upon the ifland. 

The natives, as upon a former occafion > fhewed their 
European vifitors every mark of civility. In the courfe 
of a few days they were vifited by a great chief from 
Tongataboo, or Amfterdam, whofe name was Feenoti, 
and to whom the commander was introduced as king of 
all the Friendly Ifles. 1 Ic was alfo given to underlland, 
that on his arrival a canoe had been difpatched to Ton- 
gftbjuoo with the news, in confequence of which this 
chief immediately palled over to Annamooka. 

When the Britdh commander went to pay this great 
man a vifit, having flrft received a prefent of two fifli 
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from him, brought oh board by one of h £*™™>£ 6 
came up to him immediately on his landing. He ap- 
pSred ?o be about thirty years of age, taff, but dmjj 
and had more of the European features than had been 
feen before. Captain Cook after the firft ialutati on, 
afked if he was the king , for notwithftanding the m- 
formation he had received, finding he was not the man 
he had remembered to have feen under that character 
during a former voyage, he began to entertain doubts. 
Taipa, a friendly chief who had accompanied him 
fince his laft arrival, officioufly anfwered for him, and 
mentioned . many iflands of which he faid Fencru was 
the fovereign. The monarch and five or lix of his at- 
tendants having done the European vifitor the honour 
of accompanying him on board, he gave fuitablc pre- 
fents to them all, and having entertained them in finch; 
a manner as he thought would be moft agreeable, at-; 
tended them on fhore in the evening, and received a 
return for the prefents he had made. 

There now happened an accident of which the rela- 
tion will convey fome idea of the extent of the authority 
exercifed here over the common people, very little of 
which was known before. While Fenou was on board 
the Ihip, an inferior chief, for what reafon our people on 
ihore did not know, ordered all the natives to retire 
from the poft they occupied. Some of them having 
ventured to return, he took up a large flick and beat 
them moft unmercifully. He ftruck one man on the 
fide of the face with fo much violence, that the blood 
gulhed out of his mouth and noftrils, and after laying 
lome time motionlefs, he was removed from the place in 
convulfions. The perfon who had inflicted the blow, 
being told that he had killed the man, only laughed at 
it, and it was evident that he was not in the leaft forry 
for what had happened. It was heard afterwards, how- 
ever, that the poor fufFerer had been fo fortunate as to 
recover. 

One of the natives having ftolen a large junk axe our 
of the (hip on the firft day of arrival, opportunity was 
taken of an invitation to apply to Fenou to exert his 
authority to get it reftored j and fuch was the effect of 
his mandate, that it was brought on board before the 
captain's departure. 

The natives, upon this fetond vi fit, gave frequent 
proofs of their expertnefs in theft. And it is remarked 
from experience, that even fome of their chiefs did not 
think this profeflion beneath them. For one of them 
war detected carying out of the fhip, concealed under 
his clothes, the bolt belonging to the fpun-yarn winch, 
for which he was fentenced by the commander to re- 
ceive a dozen laflies, and kept in confinement till he 
paid for his liberty. Their fervants, or flaves, however, 
were ftill employed in this dirty work, and it feems at 
the inflation of their mafters, who, neverthelefs, 
when any of them happened to be caught in the act, 
fo far from interceding for them, would advife the 
Furopeans to kill them. As this was a punifhment 
they did not chiife to inflict, and flogging feemed to 
make no greater impreffion on them, than it would have 
done on the main-maft, a mode of treatment was de- 
viled which was thought to have had fome effect. The 
delinquents were put under the hands of the barber, 
who compleatly fhaved their heads, thus pointing them 
as objects of ridicule to their countrymen, and enabling 
our people to deprive them of future opportunities for 
a repetition of their rogueries by keeping them at a 
di fiance. r ° 

Fenou was fo fond of 




hi ,f ^ 7 r ° n e a taboo. Fenou, underloading 
m ull i i 1 0,1 ' ,m Portuned him flrongly to alter his plan, 
o which lie exprefled as much an averfion as if he had 



fm tir 1 lr r imCrrft C ° ? nfwcr b >' Averting him 

m ifiiml In ^^enceto it, he warmly recommended 

an ifland, or rather a group of iflands, called Hat 

No. j. 1 



lyin^ to the north-eaft, where he allured him he might 
obtain a plentiful fupply of every refreflirnent in the ea- 
fieft manner ; and to add weight to his advice, he 
engaged to attend his new fiiends thither in perfon. 
Arguments fo founded could not fail of having full 
weight, and Hapaee was accordingly made choice of 
for tke next ftation. Indeed, as it had never been vifit- 
ed by any European fliips, the examination of it became 
an object of importance. 
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SECTION IV. 
Ifles of HAPAEE. 

t 

' Various forms, ceremonies ± and entertainments. 

■ 

TO the north and north-eaft of Anriamooka, and ih 
the direct track to Hapaee, whither our voyagers 
were now bound, the fea is fprinkled with a great num- 
ber of very fmall ifles. As from the flioals and rocks 
adjoining to this group there was no aflTurance that there 
was a free or faie paflage for large veflels, though the 
native's failed through the intervals in their canoes, it 
was deemed expedient to go to the weftwardof the above 
iflands, the courfe was framed N. N. W. towards Kaa 
and Toofa, the two moft wefterly iflands in fight, arid 
remarkable for their great height. 

Thefe ifles lie fcattered at unequal drftances, and are 
ih general nearly as high as Anna mooka. Moft of them 
are entirely cloathed with trees; amongft which are ma- 
ny cocoa-palms, and each forms a proipect like a beau- 
' tiful garden placed in the fea. 

When Hapaee was in fight, our navigators could 
judge it to be low land, from the trees only appearing 
above the water". On a nearer view, they could fee it 
plainly forming three iflands, almoft of an equal fize, 
: and foon after a fourth to the fouthward as large as the 
others. Each feemed to be about fix or feven miles 
long, and of a fimilar height and appearance. The 
northermoft of them is called Haanno ; the next Foa, 
the third Lefooga, and the fouthermoft Hoolaiva ; but 
all four are included under the general name of Ha- 
paee. 

When the European veflels came to an anchor at 
Hapaee they were vifited by the natives, and furround- 
ed by a multitude of their canoes, filled alfo with them. 
They brought from the Ihore hogs, fowls, fruit, and 
roots, Fenou and Omai having come on board after 
it was light, in order to introduce the commander to 
the people of the ifland, he accompanied them on fliore 
for that purpofe, landing at the north part of Lxfooga, 
a little to the right of the fliip's ftation. 

Being afked how long he intended to ftay, and re- 
plying five days, Taipa was ordered by the king to 
proclaim to the people, (as by Omai, his interpreter, he 
was given to underftand) that they were all, both old 
and young, to look upon the vifitor before them as a 
friend, who intended to remain with them a few days; 
that, during his ftay, they muft not fteal any thing, nor 
moleft him any other way, and that it was expected 
they fhould bring hogs, fowls, fruit, o>c. to the fliips, 
where they would receive in exchange for them a oreat 
variety of articles, which he enumerated. Taipa then 
took occafion to fignify to the commander that it was 
neceffary he fliould make a prefent to the chief of the 
ifland, whofe name was Earoupa, in confequence of 
which fuch articles were prefented him as far exceeded 
his expectation. Fenou then ordered Earoupa to fit 
by him, and to harangue the people as Taipa had clone 
before him, and to the fame purpofe. 

The fupply of provifions at this place was copious, 
for in the courfe of one day our people gor by barter 
along fide the fhip about twenty fmall hogs, befules a 
large ipiaruity of fruit and roots. The com iiander 
was informed that on his firft landing in the mo-ruin r 
a man came oft* to the fhips, and ordered ever/ one of 
the natives to go on fliore. Frobably thii, was done 
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with a view to hive the whole body of inhabitants pre- 
lent at the ceremony of his reception ; for when that 
was over multitudes of* them returned again to the 

fhip. 

Soon after Fenou, attended by Omai, came on board 
to require the prefwice of the commander upon the 
ifland. In landing, he was conducted to the fame place 
where he had been failed the day before, and where, 
feeing a large concourfe of people already aflembled, 
lie conjectured that fomething more than ordinary was 
in agitation, but could obtain i:o information as to par - 
ticulars. 

He had not been long feated before near an hundred 
of the natives appeared in fight, and advanced laden 
with yams, bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and ltigar canes. 

They depofited dicir burthens in two heaps or piles upon 
the left-hand. Soon after arrived ;\ number of others 
bearing the lame kind of articles, which were collected 
into two piles on the right. To dicfe were tied two 
pigs and fix fowls, and to thofe upon die left -hand fix 
pigs and two turtles. 

F.aroupa feated himfelf before the feveral articles to 
the left, and anodicr chief before diofc on the right j 
they being, as was judged, the two chiefs who had 
collected them, by order of Fenou, who feemed to be 
as implicitly obeyed here as he had been at Annamooka j 
and in confequence of his commanding fuperiority over 
the chiefs of H apace, had laid this tax upon them for 
the prefent occafion. 

As foon as this munificent collection of provifion was 
laid down in order, and difpofed to the beft advantage, 
the bearers of it joined the multitude, who formed a 
large circle round the whole. Prefently a number of 
men entered the circle armed with clubs made of green 
branchcj of the cocoa-nut tree. Theft paraded about 
for a few minutes and then retired, the one half to the 
one fide, and the other half to the other fide, feating 
chemfelvcs before the fpeclators. Soon after theyfuc- 
ceflively entered the litis and entertained them with 
Angle combats. One champion rifing up and Pepping 
forward from one fide challenged thofe on the other 
fide, by exprcflive g>elturcs more than by words, to fend 
one of their body to oppoi'e him-. If the challenge 
was accepted, the two c ombatants put thcmfelves in 
proper attitudes, and then began the engagement, which 
continued till one or other owned himfelf conquered, 
or till their weapons were broken. As foon as each 
combat was over, the vi£lo»r fquatted himfelf down op- 
polite to the chief, then i oie up and retired. At the 
fame time fomc old men, who feemed to fit as judges, 
gave their plaudits in a few words; and the multitude, 
rfpecially thofe on the fide to which the victor belonged, 
celebrated the glory he had acquired in two or three 
loud huzzas. 

During the intervals of fufpenfion from this enter- 
tainment there were both wreflling and boxing matches ; 
the latter differed very little from the method prac- 
tifed in Fngland. But what moft furprifed our peo- 
ple was, to fee two hilly wenches llep forth and begin 
buxing, without ceremony, and with as much art as 
the men. This contort, however, did not laft above 
half a minute before one of them gave it up. The 
conquering heroine received the fame applaufe from 
the fpeel arors which they bellowed upon the- fuccefsful 
combatants of the other lex. The Europeans expreffed 
fomc chlTikr at this cntei tauimcnt, which, however, 
did not piwci.t two other females from entering the 
lills. They feemed to be girls of fpirit, and would 
certainly have given each other a good drubbing if 
two old women had not interpofed to put them. All 
the combats weie exhibited in the mid ft of, at leaft, 
three ihouland people, and were conducted with the 
grcatelt good humour on all fides j though fomc of the 
champions, women as well as men, received blows 
which they uvH have felt for fome time after. 

When the divei lions weie ended, the chief gave the 
commandri to nudeiftaml, that the heaps of provjfion 
on the ri^ht hand were a piefent to Omai* and thofe 



I on the left hand, being about two tliirds c>f the r\v], u k 
I quantity, were given to himfelf. He affined him thaf 
I a guard was needlefs, as not die fmalkft article would 
I be taken away by the natives. So, indeed, it ,proycd ; fur 
I when the provifions. w ere removed on board, u< >k a -cocoa 
I nut was miffing. It was remarked that thr; jaxTeiu 
I of Fenou excelled any that had been made the cum- 
I mander by any of the fove reigns of the v al io vis Ifland* 
j he had vifited in the Pacific Ocean. His libt 
I rality, indeed, was compenfated by the befl.ov.al of futit 
I commodities as were fuppofed to be mofl valuable in 
| his eftimation. 

I Fenou having exprefTed a defire to fee the marines 
go through their military exerciie, they were accord- 
ingly ordered on fhore from both ihips; and having 
performed various evolutions, and fired feveral vollies 
to the gratification of the fpeclatorsj the chief enter- 
tained his . vifitors, in his turn, wjth . an exhibition, 
which, as acknowledged by all, was performed wirix 
dexterity and exactnefs, far furpafllng the fpecimen 
the Europeans had given of their military manoeuvres. 
This was a dance performed by men, and in which no 
I lefs than one hundred and five perfons bore their parts_ 
Each of them had in his hand an. inftrument neatly 
j. made, in fhape refembling a paddle, of two feet and an 
' half in length, with a fm all handle and a thin blade, ib 
. that they were very light. With this inftrument they 
made many and various flourifhes, each of which Was 
, accompanied with a different attitude of the body, or 
a different movement. At fird, die performers ranged 
themfelves in diree lines, and by various evolutions, 
each man changed his ftation in fuch a manner, that 
thofe who had been in the rear came into the front. Nor 
did they remain long in the fame pofition, but thefe 
changes were made by pretty quick tranfitions. At 
one time they extended themfelves in one line; they, 
then formed into a femicircle, and laftly, into two 
fquare columns. While this laft: movement was ex- 
ecuting one of them advanced and performed an anric 
dance before the commander, with which die wholj 
ended. It was the general opinion of the patty prefect 
that fucli a performance would have met with univci fal 
applaufe upon an European ftagc, and itfo far exceeded 
any attempt our people had made to entertain them, 

, that they ieem to plume themfelves upon their fuperi- 
ority. 

They held none of our mufical inftrument* in the 
leair. cfteem, except the drum. The French-horn? in 
particular feemed to be held in great contempt, for 
neidier here* or at any other of the iflands > would they 
pay the leait attention to them. 

In order to give the natives a more favourable opi- 
nion of Englifh amufemcnts, and to have their minds 
fully imprelTed with a fenfe of our fupcrior attain- 
ments, the commander directed fome fire-works to be 
prepared, and after dark caufed them to be played off, 
in the piefence of Fenou, the other chief, and a valt 
concourfe of their people. They fuccccded in general 
ib well as to anfwer the end propofed. The water anil 
fky-rockets in particular pleafed and aftoni fixed them 
beyond all conception. 

As a prelude to another entertainment of dances 
which Fenou had prepared for his gucfts, a band of 
mufic, or chorus ot eighteen men, feated themfelves be - 
fore them in the centre of the circle compofed by the 
numerous fpeclators, the area of which was to be the 
fcene of the exhibitions. Four or five of this band had 
pieces of large bamboo, from three to five or fix feet 
long, each managed by one man, who held it neatly in 
a vertical pofition, the upper end open, but the other 
clofed by one of the joints. With this clofe end tip- 
per formers kept conitantly linking to the giound, 
though (lowly, thus producing different notes, accord- 
ing to the different lengths of the inftru merits, but all of 
them of the hollow cr bafeforti tp counteract which 
a perfon kept linking quickly and with two flicks, a 
piece of the fame fubftanc<\ fplit and laid along the 
ground, and by that producing a tone as acute as thofe 

pro- 



New Discoveries.} 



pRIENDLi ISLANDS. 



proceeding from the others were grave, the reft of 
the band, as well as thofe who performed on the barn- 
boo, fung a How and foft air, which fo tempered the 
harfher notes of the above inltruments, that no by- 
(lander, however accuftomed to hear the moll perfect 
modulations of fweet founds, could avoid confetti ng the 
vaft power and pleafing effecT: of this Ample har- 
mony, r 
When this concert had continued about a quarter or 

an hour, twenty women entered the circle. Mod of 
them had upon their heads garlands of crimfon flow- 
ers of China rofe, or others 5 and many of them had or- 
namented their perfons with leaves of trees* cut 
with great nicety about the edges. They formed a 
circle round the chorus, turning their faces towards it, 
and began by finging a foft air, to which refponfes were 
made by the chorus in the fame tone, and thefe were 
repeated alternately. All this while the women ac- 
companied their fong with feveral very graceful mo- 
tions of their hands towards their faces, and in. other 
direclions, at the fame time making constantly a itep 
forward and then back again with one foot, while the 
other was rixed. They then turned their faces to the 
afiembly, lung fomc time, and retreated flowly in a 
body, to that part of the circle which was oppofite to 
the fpot where the principal fpcclators fat. After. this 
one of them advanced from each fide, meeting and 
pafling each other in the front, and continuing their 
progrefs round till they came to the reft. On which 
two advanced from each fide, two of whom alfo pafled 
each other, and returned as the former ; but the other 
two remained, and to thefe came one from each fide by 
intervals, till the whole number had again formed a 
circle about the chorus. 

Their maimer of dancing was now changed to a 
quicker meal lire, in which they made a kind of half 
turn by leaping, and clapped their hands and fnapped 
their fingers repeating fome words in conjunction with 
the choius. Towards the end, as the quicknefs of the 
mufic encrc;*fcd, their geftures and attitudes were va- 
ried with wonderful vigour and dexterity, and fome of 
their motions by our countrymen might be deemed in- 
decent: though probably tins part of the performance 
was not meant to convey any wanton ideas, but merely 
to difplay the aftonifliing variety of their .move- 
ments. 

This exhibition of females was followed by another 
performed by fifteen men ; and though fome of them 
were old, time feemed to have robbed them of but lit- 
tle of their agility. They were difpofed in a kind of 
circle, divided at the front. Sometimes they fung 
flowly, in concert with the chorus, making feveral 
graceful motions with their hands, but differing from 
thofe of the women ; at the fame time inclining the 
body alternately to either fide, by raifing one leg out- 
ward, and retting on the other; the arm of the fame 
fide being alio flretched upward. They then recited 
fentences, which were anlWered by the chorus ; and 
occaflonaliy inereafed the meafiire of the dance, by 
clapping tf K . hands, anil quickening the motions of the 
feet. Towards the conclufion, the rapidity of the mu- 
fic and dancing fo much inereafed, that the different 
movements wne hard to be dillinguimed. 

Aim* ilic conrlulion of this dance, twelveorher men 
advance*], pi u'ing ihemfelvrs in double rows, fronting 

each orlur. On one fide was Rationed a kind of 
prompter, wivr, novated f cv< ra ] f tn tences, to which 
iclponle*. made by the pei formers and the chorus. 

They luii/. .md d.m< ed Mov ly ; .md gradually grew 
quicker, like li.ull whom they' had fuccccded. 

The n, -u v.Iim exhibited ilV nifc Ives were nine wo- 
men, wiiM Cm (Iu.wi oppose the hm where the chief 
had placed hin.fcir. A man immediately rofe, and 
gave the litll of thefe women a blow on the bark with 
both his fiihs joined. 1 le treated the fceond and third 
in the lame manner; but when he came to the fourth, 
he flrurk her upon the brcalc. Upon feeing this, a 
pcrion inilamly riling from among the crowd, knock- 



ed him down with a blow on the head, and he wa., 
quietly carried away. But thi> did not eycufe die n 
ther five women from fo extraordinary a di fcipl tne ; for 
they were treated in the fame manner by a pcrion who 
fuccccded him. When thefe nine women danced, their 
performance was twice difapproved of, and they were 
obliged to repeat it again. There was no great differ- 
ence between this dance and that of the hilt women, 
except that diefe fometimcs raif.d the body upon one 
leg, and then upon the other, alternately, by a fort of 

double motion. 

Soon after a peifon entered making fome ludicrous 
remarks on what had been exhibited, which extorted 
a burfl of laughter from the crowd. The company had 
then a dance by the attendants of Feaou ; they formed 
a double circle of twenty-four each rou;>d the chorus, 
and joined in a gentle lbothing fong, accompanied with 
motions of the head and hands. They alfo began with 
flow movements, which gradually became more and 
more rapid, and finally clofed with feveral very inge- 
nious tranfportations of the two circles. 

The entertainments of this memorable night con- 
cluded with a~ dance, in which the principal people 
prefent exhibited, and which was pei formed with fo 
much fpirit, and fo great exactnefs that they met with 
univeifal approbation. The native fpecTacors who no 
doubt were per feci: j udges whether the feveral perform- 
ances were properly executed, could not with-hold their 
applaufes of fome particular parts, and even a ftranger 
who never faw the diverfion before felt fimilar fatis- 
fadtion at the fame initant. 

The place where thefe dances Were performed was ah 
open fpace amongft the trees, juft by the fea, with lights 
at finall intervals placed round the infide of the circls* 
The concourfe of people was pretty large, though not 
equal to the number afTembled when the marines went 
through their exercife. Some guefled there might be 
prefent about five thoufand perfons, others thought 
there were more; but the firfi: erTimate feems the near- 
eft approach to truth. 

Curiofity being now furrkiently gratified on both 
fides, by the exhibition of the various entertainments 
defcribedj the commander next day took a tour into the 
ifland of L.efooga, of which he was defirous to obtain 
fome knowledge, and found it to be in feveral refpects 
fupcrior to Annamooka. The plantations were more 
numerous and more extenfive. In many places, indeed, 
towards the fea, efpecially on the caft fide, the country 
is ftill wafte, owing probably to the fandy foil, as it is 
much lower than Annamooka and its furrounding ifles. 
But towards the middle of the ifland the foil is better, 
and the marks of confiderable population and of im- 
proved cultivation were every where feen. The party 
which went on the excurfion obferved large fpots co- 
vered with the paper mulberry- trees, and the planta- 
tions in genet al were well flocked with fuch roots and 
fruits as are the natural produce of the ifland. To 
thefe fome addition was made by our countrymen in 
lowing the ieeds of Indian corn, melons, pumpkins, 
and the like. 

The ifland is not above feven miles long, and in 
fome places not above two or three broad. The eafl 
lide of it, which is expofed to the trade -wind, has a 
reef running to a confiderable breadth from it on which 
the fea breaks with great violence. It is a continu- 
ation of this reef that joins I^efboga to Foa, which is 
not above hall" a mile diflant, and at low water the na- 
tives can walk upon this reef, which is then partly dry 
fiom one ifland to another. The fhore it 1 elf i 
either a coral rock fix or feven feet high, or a fandy 
beach i bin higher than the well fide, which in general 
is not more than three or four feet from the level of the 
fea, with a fandy beach its whole length. 

A party in a walk happened to ftep into a houfe 
where a woman was d re fling the eyes of a young child 
who feemed blind, the eyes being much inflamed, and 
a film fpread over them. The inftruments fhe ufed 
were two flender wooden probes, with which flic had 
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brulhed the eyes fb as ttf make rhem bleed. It feems 
worth mentioning that the natives of thofe ifland s 
ihould attempt an operation of this fort, though our 
countrymen entered the houte too late to defcribc ex- 
actly how this female occulilt employed the wretched 
tools ftie had to work with* 

They were, however, fortunate enough to (ix a dif- 
ferent operation go on in the fame houfe of which they 
were able to give i\ tolerable account.- They there 
found another woman fhaving a child's head with a 
fhark's tooth (tuck into the end of a piece of ftick. It 
was obferved, that flic MX wetted the hair with a rag 
dipped in water, applying her initr&ment- to that part 
which had been previously foaked.- The operation 
feemed to gvve no pain to the child, although tin* hair 
was taken off as dole as if one of our razors had been 
employed. A per fori of curio ffty amongft the party, 
encouraged by what he faw, foon alter tried one of 
thefe lingular inftruments upon himfclf, and found it to 
be an excellent fliift. The men of tlielc iilands, IvJw- 
ever, have rccourfe to another contrivance when theV 
fhave their beards. They perform the operation, as 
before mentioned, with two (hells, and there are that'c 
amongft them who fecm to profefs this trade. It was 
as common, according to the account of our voyagers, 
to fee the jailors go on more to have their beards fcraped 
off after the fafhion of Hapaee, as it was to fee their 
chiefs come cm board to be (haved by our barbers* 

Near die fouth end of the Iflarvd I^efooga was an 
artificial mount. From the fize of fonie trees that 
were growing upon it, and from other appearances, k 
fuppoied to have been railed in remote times* At 
aottom of this mount flood a ftone which mull have 
been hewn oat of coral rock. It was. four feet broad, 
two and an half thick, and fourteen high, and our peo- 
ple were told, by the natives prefent, that not above 
half its length appeared above ground. They called 
it tangata <irA'M, (tangata La their language is man , 
•arekee, king) and faid thac it had been fet up and the 
mount raifed by fome of their forefathers in memory 
of one of their kings ; but how long fmce they could 
not tell. 

The patty that landed at Hoolaiva did not find the 
leaft maik of cultivation or habitation upon it, except 
a fingle hut, the refidence of a man employed to catch 
ftfh and tuirtle. Uninhabited as Hoolaiva is, an arti- 
ficial mount, like that at the adjoining ifland, has been 
raifed upon it as high as the furrounding trees. 

"While the Ihips lay in this pJace a large failing canoe 
came under the commander's Qern, in which was a per- 
fon named Tuttafailie or Poulaho, or both, who, as the 
natives then cm board informed our people, was king 
of Tonga taboo, and was king of all the neighbouring 
iflands that wc had feen or heard of. The commander 
was liirprizcd at having a ft ranger introduced to him 
tinder that dignified character, which he had been be- 
fore allured belonged to another ; but the natives per- 
fifted in their declaration, and for the firft: time con- 
ferred that l*enou was not die king, but only a fob- 
ordinate chief, though of great power, as he was often 
fir nt from Tongataboo to the other iilands on warlike 
expeditions, o» to decide differences. 

It being the intereit as well as inclination of the 
commander to pay court to all the great nu n without 



enquiring into the validity of their afTumed titles, Pou- 
laho was invited on board; ftor was he an unwelcome 
gueft, for he brought with him as a prefent two good 
tat hogs, though not ft) fat as himfelf. If weight of 
btfdy co\ild give weight rri rank or power, he was cer- 
tainly the moft eminent man in that refpect, who had 
been feen ; for,- though not very tall, he was very un- 
weildy and almoft fhapelefs with corpulence. He ap- 
peared to be a fed ate fenfible man, viewed the fhip and 
the feveral new objects with uncommon attention, and 
aiked many pertinent qtfeftions. 

Poulaho foon became as IbKcitous himfelf as his 
people were y to convince his new friends that he was 
king, and not Fenou, who had patted with them as fuch. 
For he foon perceived they had fome doubts about it, 
which Omai, from his attachment to Fenou, was not 
very defirous of removing, 

Poulaho fat down to tabky eat little, drank lefs, and 
on rifing deftred the commander to accompany him oft 
fhore. This was accordingly complied with, after pre- 
fen ting him with fuch articles as he was obferved to 
value moft and were even beyond his expectation to re- 
ceive-. This munificence was however amply compen- 
fated both by prefents and honours, as foon as they 
reached the fhore* The commander was placed at his 
lide, while he received the feveral articles his people 
had got by trading on board the Ihips. At length he 
ordered every thing to be reftored to the relpcclivc 
owners, except a glais bowl, with which he was lb 
much pleafed that he referved it to himfelf The per- 
ions who brought thefe things to him firft. fa tutted 
themfelves down before him, then depofited their 
feveral purchafes, and immediately rofe up and retired. 
The fame refpeclful ceremony was obferved in taking 
them away, and not one of them prefumed to fpeak to 
hina Standing* The commander (laid till feveral of his 
attendants left him, firft paying him obedience, by bow- 
ing the head down to the fole of his feet, and touching 
or tapping the fame with the upper and under fide of 
the fingers of both hands. The commander was 
charmed with the decorum that was obferved,. and de- 
clared that he had no where teen the like, even amongft 
more civilized nations, 

Poulaho continued to heap favours on his new friend, 
and, in particular, prefented die commander with one 
of their caps, whicli were known to be valued at 
Otaheite, one of the places of their future deftination. 
Thefe caps, or rather bonnets, are compofed of the tail 
feathers of the tropic bird, with the red feathers of 
the parroquets wrought upon them, or jointly with 
them. 

After various courfes, hazards, and difficulties they 
arrived and landed at Kotoo in order to examine that 
ifland. It is fcarcely accettible by boats on account of 
coral reefs that furround it. It is not more than a mile 
and an half or two miles long, and not fb broad. The 
north-weft end of it is low, like the iflands of Hapaee, 
but it rifes fuddenly in the middle, and terminates in 
reddifh clayey cliffs at the fouth-caft end about thirty 
feet high. The foil in that quarter is of the fame fort 
as in the cliffs ; but in the other parts it is a loofe 
black mould. It produces the fame fruits and roots 
which were found at the other iilands, and is tolerably 
cultivated, but thinly inhabited. 
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ISLANDS between the Equator and the Southern Tropic. 



AS fom£ of thefe are comprehended under the lift 
of the Friendly Iilands, as fuch they will be 
pointed out and firft attended to. 

I'Voni the bcit accounts, we may include not only 
the group at 1 1 apace vilitcd by our late navigators, but 
thole discovered nearly under die fame meridian to the 



north, as well as fome others under the dominion of 
Tongabatoo, which, though not the lajgcft is the capi- 
tal feat of government. 

This archipelago mull be very extenfive, for the 
natives reckoned a great number of iilands. t Fifteen of 
them were laid to be very lofty. 

The 
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thofc feen on the laft voyage have 
Eooa, Annamooka, Hapaee, and 



PvLSTART Island was fo called by Tafman who 
firft law it. The name fignifies arrow tail. This 
ifland lies in latitude 22 deg. 26 nun. fouth, and longi- 
tude 170 deg. 59 ™n- welt > h is mountainous, barren, 
and about two or three miles in circumference. 

Amm vttafoa. It was concluded from the appear- 
ance of a thick fmoke arifing from this ifland, and a 
fire iflirmg from it in the night, that there was a vol- 
cano upon it, and this opinion was confirmed by infor- 
mation rece ived from the natives that the appearances 
are conllant. Near to this ifland is a high peak called 
Oghoa. They are both inhabited, feem barren, and 
are about twelve leagues diftant from Annamooka. 

Captain Cook doubts not but that Prince William's 
Iflands, difcovered and fo named by Tafman, are in- 
cluded in this lift, and afligns as a reafon that while he 
lay at Hapaee, he received information from one of 
the natives, that at the diftance of three or four days 
fail from thence to the north-well, there was a cinder 
of fmall jflands, and this account correfponds with that 
given in Taf nan's voyage. 

From th«" btrt information our late navigators could 
obtain (and this was deemed authentic) the mod con- 
fideraolc in this neighbourhood are Hamod, Vavaoo, 
and t-x-jee. Kach of thefe was reprefented to them as 
larger than Tongataboo: our countrymen in their late- 
voyages did not vifit them. 

Ha mo a lie? two days fail north-weft from Vavaoo. 
It is fa id to be the largcfT of all their iflands j affords 
harbours and good water, and produces, in abundance, 
all the articles of rcfrefhmeni that are found at the 
places our people viflted. Poulaho frequently refides 
upon this ifla.id; and the people here are in high 
ellimation at Tongat.tboo. 

Fefjue lies in the direction of north-weft by weft, 
about three dayj fail from Tongataboo. It abounds 
with hogs, dogs, fowls, and fuch Fruits and roots as are 
to be found in any of the others, and is much larger 
than Tongataboo i but not fubjecTt to its dominion, as 
the other iflands of this archipelago are. Feejee and 
Tongataboo frequently engage in war aga'nft each 
other; and the inhabitants of the latter are often fo 
much afraid of this enemy, that they bend the body 
forward, and co/er the face with their hands, to ex- 
prefs the fenfe of their own inferiority to the Feejee 
men. This is, indeed, no matter of furprize, for thofe 
of Feejee have rendered themfelves formidable, by 
their dexterity in the ufe of bows and flings; but more 
fo, by their favn^e pract ice of eating fuch of their 
enemies as they kill in buttle. 

It has been maintained, that extreme hunger, (to 
juttify the practice of t anibals) Hi ll occafioned men 
to feed on human flcfli ; but where could be the in- 
ducement for the Feejee people to continue it in the 
midft of plenty? ]t is held in defoliation by the in- 
habitants of Tongataboo, who feeni tn c ultivate the 
friendihip of their lavage neighbour", of Feejee through 
tear; though they, occaiionally, venture "to fkirmifh 
with them on their own territory, and: cany off Urge 
cjiiantities of red feathers as trophies. When a pro. 
found peace reigns between the two iflands, they have 
frequent mte.cmi.fe together; though, it is probable, 
ihj7 have nor long been known to caeh other ; or, it 
jnjffht be iuppoled that Tongataboo, and its neighbour- 
ing iflands, would, before this time, have been fmmlied 
with a bleed of dogs, wl.hli are numerous at Feejee 
and we.e not introduced ar 'I ongauboo, when full 
vintecl by our countrymen ;n 177^ 

wJ.\ C0 ^ l T f'^n^ivrsonVrcjc'r, met with here, 
Was a ihadc darker than any of the inhabitants „f 
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I other Friendly Iflands. One of the native-, was feen, 
who had his left ear flit, and the lobe 10 ftretched, that 
it aim oft extended to his flioulder ; which Angularity 
had been obferved at other iflands in the South Seas 
during a fonuer voyage. The Feejee men \ve \ c much 
reverenced here; not only on account of their power 
and cruelty in war, but alio for their ingenuity; for 
they greatly excelled die inhabitants of Tongataboo in 
workmanfhip. Specimens were fhewn of their clubs 
and fpears, which were ingenioufly carved. Some of 
their beautifully chequered cloth, variegated mats, 
earthen pots, and other articles alio diiplayed a fupe- 
riority in the execution. 

As lias been already mentioned, Feejee is three days 
fail from Tongataboo; thefe people having no other 
method of exprefling the diftance from ifland to ifland, 
but by mentioning the time required for the voyage in 
one of their canoes. That this might be ascertained 
with lome precifion, Captain Cook failed in one of 
their canoes, and by repeated trials with the logj found 
that flic went clofe hauled, in a gentle gale, feven 
miles in an hour. He judged from this, they could 
fail, with fuch breezes as in general blow in their teas, 
feven or eight mij.es an hour on an average. Each day, 
however, is not to be reckoned at twenty-four hours; 
for when they talk of one day's fail, they mean no 
more than from the morning to the evening, or ten or 
twelve hours at the moft. From the morning of the 
firft day till the evening of the fecond, is, with them, 
two days fail. In the day, they are guided by the fun; 
and, in the night, by ftars. When thefe are obfeured, 
they can only have recourfe to the points from whence 
the winds and waves come upon the vefiel. If, at that 
time, the winds and the waves fhould fhift, they are 
quite bewildered, often milling their intended port, and 
being never heard of more. 

Traitor's, or Keppel's Island, lying in i$dcg. 
55 min. latitudes 175 deg. 3 min. longitude weft, is 
three miles and a half in extent and two in breadth. It 
was feen by Le Mair in 17 16, and by him named, The 
Ifland of Traitors. When Captain Wallis arrived 
here, in the Dolphin, in 1765, he found a good landing 
place. The natives appear to be of a difpofition fi mi- 
jar to what we have defcribed of thofc of the Friendly 
Iflands in general, and refemble them in the cloathing 
and the amputation of the little ringers. At that 
time no hogs were feen upon this ifland, and the re- 
frefhments procured were trifling. 

Captain Cook founds his reafon for comprehending 
both this, and the following, called Bofcawen's Ifland, 
in the lift, from the following circumftances. En* 
auiring one day of Poulaho, the king, in what manner 
the inhabitants of Tongataboo had acquired the know- 
ledge of iron, and from what quarter they had pro- 
cured a fmall iron tool, which he had feen amongft 
them when he firft vifited their ifland: he was inform- 
ed they had received it from an ifl.nl, wl.Lh lie called 
Neeootabootaboo. On a more minute enquiry, the 
king faid, that one of thofe iflanders fold a club for five 
nails to fome of the crew of a ihip that had i 'niched 
there, and that thefe five nails wcie aftcrwaids font to 
Tongataboo. I le added, that this was the firft iron 
known amongft them, fo that what Tafman left of that 
metal mull have been worn out and forgotten long 
ago. On ftill further enquiry, the leading farts ap- 
peared to be frefh in his memory. He faid there was 
hut one ihip, that Ihe did not come to Anchor, bur left 
the ifland after her boat had been on fliore. From 
feveial particular*;, which he mentioned, it could not 
lie many years fmce this had happened. It appeared, 
further, from his account, that there were two iflands 
near ea( h other, at which he had been himielf. The 
one he deierihed as high and peaked, like Kao, and he 
called it Kootahee; the other, where the people of the 
fhip landed, called Neeootabootaboo, he reprefented as 
much lower. I le added, that the natives of both are 
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the fame fort of people with thofe of Tongataboo ; 
build their canoes in the fame manner 5 that their 
ifland had hogs and fowls, and in general the fame 
vegetable productions. Upon the whole, it appeared 
evident to Captain Cook, that the fhips fo pointedly 
referred to, in this convcrfation, could be no other 
than the Dolphin, the only fhip from Europe, as far as 
could be learned, that had touched, of late years, at any 
ifland in this part of the Pacific Ocean, prior to his 
former vifit of the Friendly Iflands. 

Cocos, or Boscawen's Island. This ifland re- 
ceived the former name from L,e Mair and Schouten, 
who firft vifited it in 1716, and the latter from Captain 
Wallis, who faw it the fame voyage as he did the fore- 

It lies in latitude 15 deg. 50 min. fbuth, and 
longitude 175 deg. weft. 

The natives of this, as well as Traitors Ifland, are of 
a favage difpofition. Their cloathing confifts of rufhes 
or mats; they have their hair in different forms, and 
are robuft and well proportioned. The flaps of their 
ears are flit and hang down almod to their (boulders. 
They wear whiikers and a fhort tuft under the chin, and 
their bodies are punctured or tattowed. 

On the arrival of the firft Europeans, at this fpot, one 
of the chiefs put off from the fhore, in a canoe covered 
with a mat in the form of a rent, and accompanied by 
a number of people in thirty canoes. As they ap- 
proached Schouten's fhip, the chief cried out three 
times with a loud voice, and at the fourth all the at- 
tendants joined him. He prefented the commander 
with a paper drefs and a fine mat, for which he receiv- 
ed due 1 1 mpenfation. Thefe people foon gave proofs 
of an iriv'i'w.bV proven fity to theft, attempting to pilfer 
every thing they law ; the) even tried to draw out the 
nails from the flv ' .ide with their teeth - 9 nay, fome 
fv.am under the verv keel and ft rove to draw the nails 

0 

from thence, til! ! -red at they defifted. A vaft 

number of them, ho.. >er, next day put off from 
fl-.ore with fome hogs, bananas, fowls, and cocoa nuts, 
of which they have plenty. When the chief, or 
I .atow, as he is there called, gave the fignal from his 
double canoe, there was a general fhout, followed by a 
volley of ftones thrown on board the fhip. The chief, 
indeed, was fo ahfurd ar, to fuppofe that he could run 
down the fhip with his canoe, and made the ridiculous 
attempt, in which he (truck the head of it to pieces. 
This exafperated the lavages, and they renewed the at- 
tack, but they were foon put to flight, by the dilcharge 
of fmall anus and a few great guns. 

Hervey Islam d, fo called by Captain Cook, in 
honour of the earl of Briftol, was difcovered by him in 

J 773* I* ' s fituated low, in latitude 19 deg. 8 min, 
fouth, longitud<" 158 deg. 4 min. weft. 

When Captain Cook re vifited this ifland, on his laft 
voyage, our people obferved on their appioach, feveral 
conoes coming from the fhore towards the fhips, a cir- 
rumfiance which ocrafioncd much liirprize, as no traces, 
or figns of inhabitants were fern when the ifland was 
firft dill overt d. It might, indeed, he owing to a 
bulk gale thai then blew, and prevented their canoes 
from corniri" 0111 . 

Tl e r.iir.rs % that t ame off Hupped at a fhort diitance 
from tin veflel : ir was with difficulty they were pre- 
vailed en to conn* along fide, bur could not be induced, 
by any means, to come on board. They foon, however, 
begin to rvince their propcnlity to theft, fo univeifally 
prevah nt in this pari of the globe, in dealing oars, cut- 
ting av. ,w .1 net, containing meat, that hung over the 
ftein of one of the (hips, and other acts of pilfering. 
It appeal ed t!i it rluy had a knowledge of bartering, for 
they exchanged fouic lith f r fome of our fmall nails, 
of which tluv wne rx' avagantly fond, and called 
them froorr. Pines < paper, or any other trifling 
article thai was thtov.i to them, they caught with the 
^rented avid it v , ;id if what was thrown fell into the 
lea, they immediately plunged in to fwim after it. 



The colour of the natives of Hervey's ifland is of .i 
deep caft, and feveral of them had a fierce lavage au 
pect, like the natives of New Zealand, though fo:n<: 
were fairer. Their hair was long and black, cidicr 
hanging loofe about their fhoulders, or tied in a bunch 
on the top of the head. Some few, indeed, had it- 
cropped fhort, and in two or three of them it was of .\ 
red or brownifh colour. Their cloathing was a narrow 
piece of mar, bound feveral times round the lower part 
of the body, and palling between the thighs. A fine 
cap of red feathers was leen lying in one of the canoe*, 
and fome amongft them were ornamented with the 
ftiell of a pearl-oyfter, polifhed and hung about the 
neck. 

The boats that were lent to reconnoitre the coall 
could advance no farther than the other edge of the 
reef, which was computed almoft a quarter of a 
mile from the dry land. A number of the natives came 
upon the reef, armed with clubs and long pikes, mean- 
ing, as was fuppofed. to oppofe the people's landing ; 
though, at the fame time, tlirey threw cocoa-nuts to 
them, and requefted them to come on fhore ; yet, not- 
with (landing this feeming friendly treatment, the wo- 
men were very active in bringing down a frcfli fupply 
of darts and (pears. 



Palmkrston's Island was difcovered by Captain 
Cook in I774> and lies in latitude 18 deg. 4111*111. fouth, 
and longitude 163 deg. 10 min. weft. This ifland 
confifts of a group of fmall iflets, about nine or ten in 
number, connected by a reef of coral rocks, and lyinu 
in a ciicular direction. It appeared from obfervation 
made by fome of our people in going on fhore upon the 
laft voyage, that the ifland does not exceed a mile in 
circumference, and is not elevated above three feet be- 
yond the level of the lea. It confifts almoft entire!/ 
of a coral fand, with a fmall mixture ofblackifh mould, 
wiiich appeared to be produced from rotten ve-g:- 
tables. 

The foil, poor as it is, however, is covered with 
fhrubs and bu flies, a great numbei of man of wit 
birds, tropic birds; and alio two forts of boobies wotc 
perceived, which were then laying their eggs, ; nd fo ex- 
ceedingly tame as to differ themfelves to be taken of.', 
their nefts, which confided only of a few (ticks Looiely 
put together. 

Theft tropic birds differ euentially from the com 
mon fort, being of a beautiful white, (lightly tinned 
with red, and having two long tail-feathers of a decpiih 
crimfbn. Our people killed a confiderable number of 
each fort, which, though not the rnoft delicate kind of 
food, were highly acceptable to fuch as had been a 
long time confined to a fait diet. There were plenty 
of red crabs creeping among ihe trees; and feveral lilli 
caught, which, when the fea retreated, had been left 
in holes upon the reef. 

At one part of the reef, which bounds the l il.c 
within, almoft even with the furface, there appeared 
a large bed of coral, which afforded a mod enchanting 
profpec~t. Its bale, which was fixed to the fhore, ex - 
tended fo far that it could not be feen, fo that it ap- 
peared to he fufpended in the water. The fea was tlu n 
unruffled, and the refulgence of the fun expofed the 
various forts of coral, in the mod beautiful ordu . 
fome parts luxuriantly branching into the water; othei . 
appearing in vaft variety of figures; and the whole 
greatly heightened by fpangles of the richell colour-, 
glowing from a number of large clams ituerlperfed m 
every part. Even this delightful feene was <_»ieatlv im- 
proved by the multitude of fifties, whole colour:, ucie 
the moft beautiful that can be imagined ; blue, yellow, 
red, &c. (ar excelling any thing ifui can he product d 
by art. The richnefsof this view was greatly increai - 
ed by their various forms \ and the whole could nor 
poflibly be furveyed without a mod plcaling tra.u- 
port. 

No traces wcr^ difcovcrablc of inhabitants bavin ■ 
been here, except a piece of a canoe that wa. found 
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upon the beach j and probably that might4iave been 
drifted from fome other lfland. Some fmall brown rats 
were found on this ifland j a circumftance, perhaps, not 
eafily accounted for, unlefs the poffibility of their be- 
ing imported in the canoe, of which the remains were 

feen, be admitted. 

Here was found an ample fupply for the fubfiftence 
of the cattle, confifting principally of tender branches 
of the wharra-tree, palm-tree, palm-cabbage, and 
young cocoa-nut trees. Amongfl the great number 
of fifli found upon the reefs, were fome beautiful large 
fpotted eels, which would raife themfelves out of the 
water, and endeavour to bite their purfuers. There 
were alio fnappers, parrot-fifh, and a brown fpotted 
rock-fifh, not larger than a haddock, fo tame that it 
would remain fixed, and gaze at the people. If they 
had been really in want, a fufficient fupply might eafily 
have been had. There were alfo fome fhell-nfli j and 
when the tied flowed, feveral fharks came with it, 
fome of which were killed by our people ; but their 
prefence rendered it, at that time, unfafe to walk in 
the water. Mufquitoes abound here. 

Theiflets, comprehended under the name of Palmer- 
fton's Ifland, may be faid to be the fummits of a reef of 
coral rock, covered only with a thin coat of fand j 
though cloathed with tiees and plants, like the low 
grounds of the high iflands of this ocean. 

Our late navigators, in their courfe to Annamooka, 
paffed 

Savage Island, difcovered by Captain Cook in 
1774. It lies in latitude 19 deg. 1 min. fouth, and 
longitude 169 deg. 37 min. weft. On his firft landing 
the inhabitants difcovered a mofl favage ferocity, and 
withftood every poflible intimation of good will. They 
gave fuch evident tokens of hoftile defigns in darting 
a fpear which grazed the commander's fhoulder, and 
•other inftances, that a party polled on a rock, to fe- 
cure a retreat in cafe of an attack, found it neceflfary 
to fire on the natives to relcue him, and thofe who 
were with him, from impending defl ruction. From 
the general afpect. and conduct of thefe iflanders, Cap- 
tain Cook vvas induced to call this fpot Savage Ifland. 
It is in circuit about feven leagues, of a round form, 
good height, and has deep water clofe to its (hores. 
As no foil was to be feen towards die coafts, and the 
rocks alone fupplied the trees with moifture, the inte- 
rior parts are fuppofed to be barren. 

Eimeo, or Wallis's Duke of York. Ifland, was 
firft difcovered by Captain Wallis in 1767. It was 
vifited by Captain Cook in 1777. 

The harbour, which is called Taloo, is fituated on 
the norrh fide of the ifland. It runs between the hills 
about two miles fouth, or fouth by eafh For fafety and 
foundnefs of bottom it is pronounced by our navigators 
equal to any harbour met with in this ocean, to which 
is added this peculiar convenience, that a veflel can 
Jail both in and out with the reigning trade wind. A 
rivulet falls into it fiilficicntly capacious to admit 
boats a quarter of a mile up, where the water was found 
perfectly frcfli. The banks of the rivulet are covered 
with what the natives call the Pooroo tree, which is in 
no elliimtion, and folcly tiled for firing. From thefe 
two eaufes wood and water abound here. 

There Is another haibour called Parowroah, about 
two nvi es to the cafUvaul on the lame fide of the ifland. 

hough much larger wi'hin than T.iloo, the opening in 
ihy reef lies to leward of it, and is in no cUree 
wide. Horn thefe two d». \\ . I , ,| K . luibour of Tal< 
is evidently luperior. On the foufh fide of the ifland 
air one or two more luihours, hut they arc ineonfidcr- 
able compared with thole above deUribcd. 

dear numbers of the natives ram«- on board the V 
ropean vrHels as Toon as they had am hored, from 

nv^r ,n r nty, , USapJ,r inTi l 7 ,hrir l),m K in R out com- 
.muffatm Cor the purpol. of traflie. Several canoes 

hQwcvcr, arrived die next day from more remote qt. £ 
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ters with an abundant Ripply of bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts 
and a few hogs, which were exchanged for beads, nails 
and hatchets. 

The chief of the ifland, whofe name was Maheme, 
accompanied by his wife, vifited the commander on 
board ; but through extreme caution and deliberation, 
betrayed much diftruft. They were prefented with 
fuch articles as appeared moftly to engage their atten- 
tion, which they took with them on more, and return- 
ed with a hog in compenfation ; but received an addi- 
onal prelent to its full value. 

This chief was between forty and fifty years of age, 
and bald headed, which in thefe iflands was rather fin- 
gular at that time of life. From what caufe could not 
be afcertained, he feemed defirous of concealing this 
baldnefs as he wore a turban, from whence was infer- 
red that it was held difgraceful; a very probable fup- 
pofition, as one of the natives had his head fliaved, as 
a punifhment for theft. This propenfity to pilfering 
prevailed here in common with the iflanders in general, 
and the lofs of a goat on the part of the Europeans, 
had nearly been attended with the moft ferious confe- 
rences. The natives were guilty of great duplicity 
of conduct upon this occafion. The chief retired to a 
remote part of the ifland ; their replies were equivocal 
on demanding reftoration of the animal, infomuch that 
it was deemed expedient to fend on ihore an armed 
party which drove the natives before them. However, 
as afTurance was given them of their fafety, it put a 
flop to their flight. Perfifting in their denial of any 
knowledge of the animal, fix or eight of their houfes 
were fet on fire, two or three canoes were confumed, 
and a mefTenger was diipatched to Maheme with a pe- 
remptory declaration, that on his refufing immediate 
reftoration of the goat, a fingle canoe fhould not be left 
on the ifland, nor fhould hoftilities ceafe while the 
ftolen animal continued in his pofTeflion. Thefe means 
had the defired efFecl: j the goat was returned ; and, 
it appeared from good intelligence, that it was brought 
from the very place where the inhabitants, but the day 

before, declared their total ignorance of the mat- 
ter. 

The produce of this ifland is nearly the fame with 
that of thofe adjoining. The women are remark able 
for being of a dark hue, low of ftature, and of d<fa- 
greeable features. The country is hilly, has little low 
land except fome vallics, and the flat border that al- 
moft furrounds the fea. Thefe hills, though rocky, 
are generally covered almoft to their tops with trees. 
At the bottom of Taloo harbour the ground gradually 
rifes to the foot of the hills, but the flat border on each 
fide becomes quite ftcep at a very fmall diftance from 
the fea. This gives it a romantic cad, pleafmg to the 
view. In the low grounds the foil is of a yc llowifli 
ftirfmould ; on the lower hills it is blacker and loolcr, 
and the (lone that compofes the hills is of a bloifli co- 
lour, with fome particles of glimma interfperfed. Near 
where the veifels lay were 2 large Hones, or rather rocks, 
concerning which the natives entertain fome fupcrftitious 
notions, confidering them as brother and filler, and 
holding them to be Katocas, or Divinities bi ought thi- 
ther by fuper natural agency. 

O-Heteroa. This ifland is thirteen miles in cir- 
cumference, fituated in latitude 22 dug. iy min. fouth, 
and longitude 150 deg. 47 min. wed. Though moiv 
even and uniform, it is neither fo populous 01 fertile 
as the adjacent iflands. The inhabitants are no, hofpi- 
table, nor have they an harbour for the accommoda- 
tion of (hipping. There is a bay on the weftcrn fide of 
the ifland ; the bottom is foul and rocky > but the 
water is fo clear that the bottom can be ieen at the 
depth of 25 fathom, or 150 feet. 

The natives are of an hoflile difpofition, and gene, 
rally armed with lances near twenty feet long, made 
of a very hard wood, polilhed and fharpened at one 
end. They diflcrmuch in the form of tlwir drefs from 
the other iflanders, though the mateiiak aie the fame. 

Some 



A NEW, ROY AT, and AUTHENTIC SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY. 



4o 

Some of them wear caps made of the tall feathers of 
the tropic bird, and cover their bodies with (tripes of 
different coloured cloth, as yellow, red and brov/n. 
Their habit b a kind of (hort jack ;t of cloth, which* 
reaches to the knee. It is of one piece, and having a 
hole in the middle, with long ftitches round it, is 
thereby rendered different from the drefs of all the o- 
thrr iflanders. Through this hole the head is put, and 
the whole being bound round the body by a piece of 
yellow cloth or fafh, which pafTing round the neck behind 
i\ croflcd upon the bread and collected round the waift: 
like a belt, which paffes over another belt of red cloth, 
ii> that they are reprefented as making a very gay and 
war-like appearance. They take fingular pains in a- 
dorning their canoes, by the cmbellifhments of carv- 
ing, and fome rows of white feathers hanging down 
from head to ftcrn. 



Islands of Danger, lo called by commodore By- 
ron, from the' hazard 10 which a veflel is expofed from 
the rocks and broken ground between them, which be- 
ing lb low a fliip may be clofe in with them before they 
are feen. They are three in number, and their filia- 
tion is differently laid down by Commodore Byron and 
Captain Cook, the former placing them in latitude 1 1 
dcg. 23 min. fouth, longitude 167 deg. 47 min. well. 
The length of the mod extenfive of thefe iflands is about 
three leagues. From the extreme points runs out a reef 
upon which the lea breaks to a tremendous height. 
Innumerable rocks and ihoals ft retch near two leagues 
into the fea, on the north-weft and weft fides, and ■< 
extremely dangerous. Thefe i Hands are populous, and 
appear fertile and beautiful ; but they are fecluded from 
investigation by their very dangerous fituation. 

Byron's Duke of York's Island. This ifland be- 
ing dif covered, was named by Commodore Byron in 
ijf'S. It lies in latitude 8 deg. 41 min. fouth, and 
longitude 17 3 deg. 3 min. welt. It is a dreary f|>ot un- 
inhabited 3 adieadful fea breaks upon almoft every part 
of the coaft, nor could foundings be any where found. 
The boats landed with great difficulty, and procured 
fome cocoa-nuts, which greatly refrefiied the crew, a- 
rnidft a dearth of whokfome food. The ifland ap- 
peared as if it never had been trodden by a human being 
before. Innumerable lea- fowls were feen fitting upon 
their nefts, built upon high trees ; but fo tame that they 
fuffercd themfelves to be knocked down without leav- 
ing their nelts. No other animal was feen but land- 
crabs, with which the ground was covered. 

Turtle Island, fo denominated by Captain Cook, 
who rirft vi filed it, from the number of turtles with 
which it abounded, lies in latitude 19 deg. 48 min. 
fouth, and longitude 178 dcg. 2 min. weft. 

Qui: en Charlotte's Islands. When thefe iflands 
were Jirfl difrovcred by Captain Carteret, feven of them 
were counted; but there was reafon to jfiuppofe there 
w ere more difperfed within the clufter. The water here 
is excellent j but there is a dearth of wholefomc veget- 
ables. The colour of the natives is black, their hair is 
woolly, and they go Itark naked. A party lent on 
Ihorc upon this ifland by Captain Wallis to procure 
pioviftons, by their infolent behaviour, brought upon 
themfelves the refentment ofthc natives, and thereupon 

tnlucJ a fkirmifli, in which the matter of the fliip, and 



three feamen were wounded by arrows, and afterwards 
died, while the Dolphin lay here. To protect the Frig- 
lifh on fliore from the fury of the natives, grape fhot 
was fired from the fhip's guns, which fo intimidated 
them, that they abandoned that part of the ifland, and 
left the people to fill water without annoyance. Heie 
candour obliges us to exculpate the commander from 
being acceflary to the carnage, as the infult given t > 
the natives was contrary to his exprefs orders, and In* 
was under an indifpenfable neceflity of procuring water 
by any means. 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands nre very nimble and 
vigorous, and of an amphibious compound, as they 
were in and out of their canoes every minute. 

Thefe iflands lie in latitude 1 : deg. longitude 164 
deg. eaft. 

Byron's Island, fo called from Commodore Byron, 
who difcovered it in 1765, lies in 1 deg. 18 min. fouth 
latitude, and 170 deg. 50 min. eaft longitude. Theie 
being no part favourable for anchorage, the people 
could not go on more, nor procure any refrefhmems. 
It was fuppofed to be about tour leagues in extent, and 
was evidently very populous, for as foon as the vefftls 
came in light, the natives aflembled on the beach, to 
the number of above a thoufand, and more than fixty 
canoes, or proas, put off from the fhore, made towards 
it and ranged themfelves in a circle round it. Having 
gazed for fome time, one of them jumped out of his 
proa, fwam to the fhip, and ran up the fide like a cat. 
Having ftepped over the gunwale he fat down upon it, 
burft into a fit of exceflive laughter, and ftarting up 
fuddenly, ran up and down the fhip, feemingly defirous 
of fteallng whatever he could lay his hands on, but 
could not efTedt his defign, as being Hark naked it was 
irnpoffible to conceal his booty. Much merriment 
was produced in the failors drefling him in a jacket and 
trowlers, as he dien difplayed all the droll gefticula- 
tions of an ape. He eat fome bread which was given 
him with a moft voracious appetite ; and having played 
a number of antic tricks, leaped over board in his new 
garb, and fwam to his proa. 

The natives of this ifland are of good ftature, pro- 
portion and features. Their complexion is of a bright 
copper, and the mixture of chearfulnefs and intrepidi- 
ty difcovcrable in their countenances (hikes the be- 
holder. They have long black hair ; fome had long 
beards, others only whifkers, and others nothing more 
than a fmall tuft at the point of the chin. They were 
all Itark naked except ornaments, which confifted of 
(hells fancifully difpofed and ftrung together, which 
they wore round their necks, wrifts and waifts. Their 
cars were perforated, but they had no ornaments in 
them, though it feemed that they had worn very heavy 
ones, for their ears hung down almoft: to their moulders, 
and fome were fplit quite through. A perfon amongft 
them of apparent importance had a firing of human 
teeth tied about his waift, which was fuppofed to be a 
badge of his valour, as he would not part with it upon 
any confidcration. Some were armed with a kind of 
fpcar very broad at the end, and ftuck full of mark's 
teeth, which were as fharp as a lancet. They werw 
evidently of a moft lavage difpofition ; for when our 

Ccople fhewed them fome cocoa-nuts, and indicated, 
y ligns, that they wanted more, inflead of (implying 
them, they difcovered a defirc of depriving them oi* 
thofc few they had remaining* 
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SECTION I. 

Defcription of the ijland. Drefs, complexion and fixe of 
the inhabitants^ their canoes, language and man- 
ners. 

TH I S ifland is fituated in 21 deg. 5901111. Couth 
latitude, and 201 deg. S3 min. ealt longitude, 
and was diCcovercd by Captain Cook in March 1777. 
As an attempt to land from boats appeared impracti- 
cable, on account of the furC ; and no bottom could 
be found tor anchorage till they came within a cable's 
length of the breakers, our late navigators were obliged 

to leave this ifland unvifited. 

Such parts of the coaft, however, that Cell under ob- 
fervation, are guarded by a reef of coral rock, againft 
which a heavy Curf is continually breaking. This ifland 
is about five leagues in circumference, and though of a 
moderate and pretty equal height, may be Ceen in 
clca - weather at the diftance of ten leagues. In the 
interior parts it riles into Cmall hills, whence there is 
an eafy defcent to the ihore, which, in the Couth-weft 
part, is fteep, though not very high, and has fevcral ex- 
cavations made by the dafliing of the waves againft a 
brownifh Cand ftone, of which it condfts. The deCcent 
here abounds with trees of a deep green, which Ceern 
to be all of one fort, except neareft the fhore, where 
was obferved a nuinber of that Cpecies found in the 
woods of New Zealand. The Ihore on the north-welt 
part terminates in a Candy beach, beyond which the 
land is broken into Cmall chaCms, and has a broad bor- 
der of trees, which refemble tall willows. Farther up, 
on the afcent, the trees were of the deep green above- 
mentioned. Some trees of the higher fort were thinly 
Scattered on the hills, the other parts of which were ei- 
ther covered with Comething like fein, or were bare, 
and of a leddifli colour. The ifland, upon the whole, 
has a pleafing appearance, and might, by proper culti- 
vation, be made a beautiful Cpot. 

iFrom the numbers and afpe£fc oC the natives, it is 
highly probable, that inch articles of pro vi lion as the 
ifland produces are found in great abundance. Our 
counli ymen were inCorme J, that they had no hogs or 
dogs, though they had heard of both thofe animals; but 
that they had plantain?., taro, and bread-fruit. The 
only birds obftrved were Come terns, noddies, white 
cgg-biuU, and one white- hei on. 

Out people, as they approached the ihore, Caw many 
of the natives running along the beach, and, by the 
afliftanee ofglafles, could perceive that they were arm- 
ed with long fpears and rlubs, which they brandifhed 
in the air with figns of threatening, or, as Come. Cup- 
pnfrd, with invitations to land. Mod oC them were 



naked, except having a kind of girdle, which was 
hi ought up between the thighs ; but Ibme of them 
wore about their fliouldns pieces of cloth of various 
colours, white, ftriped, v>r chequered; and almofl all 
of (hem had about their head, a white wiapper, in ibme 
degree reiembling a turban. I hey were of a tawny 
complexion, robuft, and about the middle fr/c. 

At this time a man getting into a fm.ill canoe, at a 
Uiflant part of the be.u h, pm off, as with a view of 
reaching the ihip; but his courage failing, he quickly 

returned towards the fliore. Another man Coon after .. .... r . Tlt L „ IcllIl -. m imnv ot 

joined him in the canoe ; and then both of them pad- them complied, it was imagined that he was a pcrfon 
dial towards it. 1 hey leemed, however, afraid to no- of Come confequence. Several of them inftinated hv 
ptoachti 11 tluMr apprelunlions were partly removed by ciiriofity." Cwam from the flioie to the boats, and came 
Uiinu, who addrefled them in a language they under- on board them without refer vc. It was difficult to keep 

*~* them 



ftood. Thus encouraged, they came near enough to 
receive Come nails and beads, which, being tied to Come 
wood, were thrown into the canoe. They, however, 
put the wood afidc without untying the things Crom it, 
which might perhaps have proceeded Crom Cuperftition ; 
Cor Omai told our people, that when they obferved 
them offering preCents they requefted Comething for their 
Eatooa. On being afked by Omai whether they ever 
eat human fiefh, they replied in the negative, with 
equal abhorrence and indignation. One oC them, nam- 
ed Mourooa, being queftioned with regard to a Ccar 
on his Corehead, Caid it was the confequence of a wound 
he had received -in righting with the natives of an ifland 
lying towards the north-eaft, who Cometimes invaded • 
them. They afterwards laid hands on a rope, but 
would not venture on board, telling Omai, that their r 
countrymen on Ihore had Cuggefted to them this caution ; 
and had likewiCe directed them to enquire when our {hip 
came, and to learn the name of the captain. Their 
chief, they Caid, was called Orooaeeka, the name oC the 
ifland Mangy a or Mangeea, to which they Ibme times ad- 
ded nooe> nai, naiwa. 

One oC the natives was rather corpulent, and though 
not tall well proportioned. As his perCon was agree- 
able Co was his difpofition, as appeared Crom Come droll 
gefticulations, which indicated humour and good-na- 
ture. He alCo made others oC a ferious kind, and re- 
peated Come words with an air oC devotion, before he 
would venture to take hold of die rope ai the ftern of 
the (hip. His complexion was nearly of the Came cafi 
with that oC the natives oC the moil Couthern parts of 
Europe. His companion was not Co liandfome. They 
boih had ftrong, ftrait, black hair, tied together on the 
top oC their heads widi a piece oC white cloth. They 
had long beards ; and the infide of their arms, from the 
elbow to the fhoukkr, and Come other parts, were 
tatooed or punctured. The lobe* oC their ears were flit 
to Cuch a length, that one oC them ftuck therein a knife 
and fome beads that were given him. The Came per- 
fon had hung about his neck, by way oC ornament, 
two poliflied pearl fliells and a bunch of human hair, 
loofely t willed together. They wore a kind of girdle, 
of a Cubflance manufactured Croir the morus papyri f era t 
and glazed like thole u fed in the Friendly Iflands. They 
had on their feet a fort of fandals, made of a grafly 
Cubflance interwoven, which were obferved to be all 
worn by thofe feen on the beach. The canoe in which 
they came was the only one of the natives feen. It was 
very narrow, and not above ten feet long, but ftrong 
and neatly made. The lower part was of white wood ; 
but the upper part black, and their paddles were made 
of wood of the Came colour ; theie were broad at one 
end and blunted, and about three Ceet long. The fore 
part hail a flat board faftencd over it, which projected 
out, to. prevent the water from getting in. It had an 
upright ftern, five Ceet high, which terminated at top 
in a kind oC Cork. They paddled indifferently either 
end of the canoe forward. 

Din ing the time that our officers were employed in 
reconnoitring the coaft in two boats the natives throng- 
ed down upon the rceC all armed. Mourooa, who was 
in the boat with Captain Cook, thinking, perhaps, that 
this war-like appearance deterred them from landing, 
commanded his own people to retire. As many of 
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them out, and prevent their pilfering whatever they 
could lay hands upon. At length, when they obferv- 
ed our people returning to the /hips, they all departed 
except Mourooa, who, though not without manifeft 
indication of fear, accompanied the commodore on 
board the Refolution. The cattle and other new ob- 
jec"b that he faw there did not ftrike him with much 
furprife ; his mind, perhaps, being too much occupied 
about his own fafety, to allow him to attend to other 
things. He feemed very uneafy, gave but little new 
intelligence ; and therefore, after he had continued a 
fhort time on board, Captain Cook ordered a boat to 
carry him towards the land. In his way out of the ca- 
bin, happening to flumble over one of the goats, he 
flopped, looked at the animal, and afked Omai what 
bird it was ; but not receiving an immediate anfwer 
from him, he put the fame queftion to fome of the 
people who were upon deck. The boat having con- 
veyed him near the furf, he leaped into the water and 
fwam a-fhore. His countrymen, eager to learn what 
he had feen, flocked round him as foon as he had 
landed ; in which fituation they remained till our people 
loft fight of them. 

Thefe iflanders Ipeak a language refembling that 
fpoken at Otaheite, but their pronounciation is more 
guttural, and they have fome words peculiar to thern- 
fclves. It was remarked that they itemed to rcfemblc 
the natives of Otaheite in their perfons more than any 
other nation feen in thefe leas, having a fmooth fkin 
and not being mufcular. Their general difpofition and 
method of living, as far as theie were opportunitie s of 
judging, were fuppofed to be fimilar. One houfc was 
obferved near the beach. It was pleafantly fituated in 
a grove of trees, and appeared to be about 30 feet long, 
and feven or eight feet high, with an open end. 

Their nio'i ,t falutation is that of joining nofes, with 
the additional ceremony of taking the hand of the per- 
son whom they falute, and rubbing it with a degree of 
warmth upon their nofe and mouth. 



SECTION II. 
W A T E E O O. 

DiftoverY. Situation. Soil. Perfons y dre/s, difpofttion 

and manners of the natives. 
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/ I ^ H I 3 iHand, difcovercd alfo by Captain Cook in 

1777, is fituated in latitude ao deg. 1 nrin. fouth, 

.md longitude io\ deg. 45 min. eaft. It is a beauti- 
ful fpot about fix leagues in circuit, with a furfare co- 
vered with verdure, and computed of hills and plains. 
The foil in fome parts is light and fandy, but on the 
rifing ground of ? reddiih calh 

Some of the natives, foon after the arrival of the Eu- 
ropean vefiels, pur off horn the fhore in lcveral canoes, 
and came along fide of them. Their canoes are lon t 
*mcl narrow, and fupported with out-riggers ; the hea< 
is Mar above, bur prow-like below, and the (tern about 
four feet high. Tlwy feemed to have no idea of barter 
or traffic ; as after having received fome prefents of 
knives, beads and other trifles, they gave our people 
ibme cocoa nuts in confequence o! having afked for 
them, but not by way of exchange One of them with 
a little perfuafion came on board, and others foon 
followed his example*. They appeared to be perfectly 
free from all appi ehenfion of danger. 

When intioduced into ihc cabin, and conduced to 
other parts of the (hip, though fome objects feemed to 
fur pi ile them, nothing could fix their attention. They 
were afraid to venture near the cows and horfes, of 
whole nature they could form no conception. As for 
the iheep and goats, they pave us to undcrftand, that 
they knew them to be birds. Jt is matter of aftonifh- 
ment that human ignorance could ever make fo grofs a 
tiiiilake, as there is not the fm a 11 eft refcmblance between 
any winged animal and a iheep or a goat. But thefe 



people feemed unacquainted with the exiftence of any 
other land animals, than hogs, dogs, and birds ; and 
as they faw tliat our goats and fheep were very differ- 
ent from the two former, they abfurdiy inferred, that 
they niuft belong to the latter clafs, in which they; 
knew there were a great variety of fpecics. . Thoiiofr 
the commodore bellowed on his new friends what he 
fuppofed would be moft acceptable, yet they feemed 
rather difappointed. 

Such of the natives as were feen in thefe canoes were 
in general of the middle ftature, and not unlike thuj'c 
of Mangeea. Their hair either flowed loofe over their 
moulders, or was tied on the crown of the head ; and 
though in fome it was frizzed, yet that, as well as die 
{trait fort, was long. Some of the young men were 
handfome. Uke the inhabitants of Mangeea, they 
wore girdles of glazed cloth, or fine matting, the ends 
of which were brought between their thighs. Their 
ears were bored, and they wore about their necks, by 
way of ornament, a fort of broad grafs, ftained with 
red, and ftrung with berries of the night-made. They 
were punctured or tatooed from the middle downwards, 
particularly upon their legs ; which made them aj->pear 
as if they wore boots. Their beards were long, and 
they hud a kind of fandals on their feet. They were 
frank and chearful in their deportment, and very friend- 
ly and good-natured. 

There were fome cocoa-nuts and plantains, and a 
hog, brought in fome canoes, for which the natives de- 
manded a dog in return, refufing every other thino- 
orTeicd by way of exchange. Though one of our peo- 
ple on board had a dog and a bitch, which were great 
nuifances in the fhip, and which might have ferved to 
propagate a race of fo ufeful an animal in this ill and, 
yet he could not be prevailed upon to part with them. 
However, to gratify them Omai gave them a favour 
dog he had brought from Great Britain ; with \vhkh 
acquifition they were highly pleafed. 

Some of them, now and then, brought a few cocoa 
nuts to the fhips, and exchanged them for wharewr 
was ofieied. The following aceount of tranfactic n ., 
which is very circumftantial, and include fome obfer- 
vations on the illand and its inhabitants, is prefented as 
a general difplay. 

Some of our people rowed towards a fandy beach, 
where a great number of the natives had aflemblcd, 
and came to anchor at the diftance of an hundred yards 
from the reef. Several of the illanders fwam 
bringing cocoa-nuts with them; and Omai gave th o 
to underitand, that our people were defirous of land- 
ing. Soon after two canoes came off - t and to infpirc 
the natives with greater confidence, they refolved to ^o 
unarmed. The conductors of the canoes watchin^ with 
great attention the motion of the furf, landed them 
fafely on the reef. A native took hold of each of them 
with a view of fupporting them in walking over the 
rugged rocks to the beach, where fcvcral others, hold 
ing in their hands the green boughs of a fpecies of ?/;/- 
moja, met rhem, and fainted them by the junction of 
nofes. They were conducted from the beach amidll ,b 
vaft multitude, who flocked round them with the mofl 
eager curiofity ; and being led up an avenue of cocoa . 
palms, foon came to a number of men, arranged in 
two rows, and armed with clubs. Proceeding onward 
among thefe, they found a perfon who appeared to be 
a chief, fitting crofs-legged on the ground, and cooling 
himfelf with a kind of triangular fan, made from the 
leaf of the cocoa-palm, with a polmcd handle of black 
wood. He wore in his ears lanre bunches of beauti- 
ful feathers of a red colour ; but had no other mark to 
diitingnilh him from the reft of the people. Our com.- 
trymen having faluted him as he fit, marched on a- 
mong the men armed with clulv,, and c ame to a fci ond 
chief, adorned like the former, and occupied like him 
in fanning himfelf. Me was iem.uk able, for his and 
corpulence, though he did not appear to be above thirty 
years of age. They were conducted in the fame man- 
ner tg a third chief, who iccmcd older than the two 
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former : he alfo was fitting, and was ornamented with 
red feathers. After they had faluted him as they had 
done the others, he defired them to fit down ; which 
they willingly confented to, being greatly fatigued with 
walking, and with the extreme heat they felt amidft the 
furrounding multitude. 

The people being ordered to feparate, they faw, at 
a fmall diftance, about twenty young women, adorned 
like the chiefs with red feathers, engaged in a dance, 
which they performed to a flow and folemn air, fung 
by them all. They rofe up, and walked forward to fee 
thefe dancers, who, without paying them the fmallefl 
attention, ftill continued their dance. They feemed to 
be directed by a man, who mentioned the feveral mo- 
tions they were to make. They never changed the fpot, 
as Europeans do in dancing, though their feet were 
not entirely at reft : this exercife confided chiefly in 
moving their fingers very nimbly, holding their hands 
at the fame time near the face, and occasionally clap- 
ping them together. Their dancing and finging were 
performed in the exacted concert. They were in ge- 
neral very flout, and of an olive complexion, with 
black hair flowing with ringlets down their necks. 
Their fhape and limbs were elegantly formed ; their 
drefs coufiflcd only of a piece of glazed cloth tied 
round the waift, which fcarcely reached fo low as the 
knees. Their features were rather too full to confti- 
tute a perfect beauty. Their eyes were of a deep black, 

and their countenances expreffed a great uegree ofmo- 
defty and complacency. 

During the time of the dance a noife was heard by 
our countrymen, as if fome horfes had been galloping 
towards them ; and, on turning their eyes afide, they 
faw the people armed with clubs, who had been de- 
fired to entertain them, as they fuppofed, with an 
exhibition of their mode of fighting; which they now 
did, one party purfuing another which ran away. 

One of our people found that the natives pilfered 
feveral trifling things which were in his pocket; and 
on his complaining of this treatment to the chief he 
juitified their behaviour. From thefe circumftances 
it was apprehended, that they defigned to detain the 
party among them. In this fituation he afked for fome- 
thing to eat j upon which they brought him fome co- 
coa-nuts, bread-fruit, and a fort of four pudding , and 
when he complained of the heat, occafioncd by the 
multitude of people, the chief himfelf condescended to 
tan him. 

To try whether their fufpicions were well founded or 
not, they attempted to get to the beach; but were foon 
flopped by iome of the natives, who faid they mud 1 
return to the place which they had left. On their 
coining up, they found Omai under the fame anpre- 
henfions , but he had, as he imagined, ,n additional mo- 
tive »| terror ; for, having obferved that they had due 
a hole ,n the ^ouiul for an oven, which they were now 
jeanng, he could affij-n no other rafon for it, than 
that they fended to ,oafr and devour onr parti: he 
even went fo far as to ,1k them whether that was their 
intention, at which they were much Airprifcd, afff 
«n return, whether that cuflo.n prevailed^/^"^ 

cn,en l l P 'l7 77 ron, » l »« n y in * croud, who frc- 

c uunly delncd them to uncover parts of their fkin 
t ic lu^ht of which flnuk .he iHanders with a h n rS 
' 7 »' th , e Uiiu- Htle-l their pockets; a of 
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him and his friends. The chief alfo fent fome of his 
people to provide food for the cattle, and thty returned 
with a few plantain trees, which they conveyed to the 
boats. In the mean time our parry made a fecond at- 
tempt to get to the beach ; but, on their arrival, they 
found themfelves watched by people who feemed to have 
been ftationed there for that purpofe ; for, when one of 
them endeavoured to wade it upon the reef, a native 
dragged him back by his cloaths. They alio infilled 
upon his throwing down fome pieces of coral diat he 
had picked up, and, on his rcfufal to comply, took 
them from him by force. Nor would they fuffer him 
to retain fome fmall plants which he had gathered., 
They likewife took a fan from an officer, which, on his 
coming afhore, he had received as a prefent. Finding 
that obedience to their will was the only method of pro- 
curing better treatment, our people returned to the 
place they had quitted ; and the natives now promifed, 
that, after they had partaken of a repair, which had been 
prepared for them, they fhould be furnifhed with a ca- 
noe to carry them off to their boats. Accordingly, the 
fecond chief to whom they had been prefented, Tiavinff 
feated himfelf on a low flool, and directed the multi- 
tude to form a large ring, made them fit down by him, 
A number of cocoa nuts were now brought, with a 
quantity of baked plantains, and a piece°of the pig 
that had been drefled was placed before each of them! 
Their fatigue, however, had taken away their appe- 
tites ; but they eat a little to pleafe their entertainers. 
It being now near fun-fet, the iflanders fent down to 
the beach the remainder of the provifions that had been 
drefled, to be carried to the fhips. Our people found 
a canoe prepared to put them off to their boats, which 
the natives did with great caution ; but as they were 
pufhing the canoe into the furf, one of them matched a 
bag out of her, which contained a pocket piftol, but 
the owner calling out to the thief with marks of the 
higheft difpleafure, he fwam back to the canoe with the 
bag. The iflanders then put them on board the boats, 
with the cocoa nuts, plantains, and other provifions \ 
and they immediately rowed back to the fhips. 

The reftrained fituation of the parry gave them very 
little opportunity of obferving the country : for they 
were feidom an hundred yards from the place where 
they had been introduced to the chiefs, and confequently 
were confined to the furrounding objects. The flrft 
thing that attracted their notice was the number of 
people, which mud have been at lead two thoufand. Ex- 
cept a few, thofe who had come on board the fhips were 
all of an inferior clafs ; for a great number of thofe 
feen on fhore had a fuperior dignity of demeanor, and 
their complexion was much whiter. In general, they 
had their hair, which was long and black, tied on the 
crown of the head. Many of the young men were 
perfect models in fhape, and of a delicate complexion 
The old men were, many of them, corpulent; and 
they, as well as the young, had a remarkable fmooth- 
nels of fkm. Their general drefs confided of a piece 
of cloth wrapped about the waiir, but fome had piec es 
of mats mod cunoufly variegated with blac k and white 
formed into a kind of jacket without flecvcs ; while 
others wore conical caps made of the core of a cocoa 
nut, interwoven with beads. In their ears, which wen- 
pierced, they hung pieces of the inemhianous part of 
iome plant, or duck there fome odoriferous flower 

rJ u n h,efs> , and ° l,UT ! )crfons of ra » k . foul' two 
little balls, with a common bafe, made of bone, which 

they hung round their nec ks with fmall cord. Red 
eathers are here confidcrcd as a particular mailt of di- 
itinclion j for none but the chiefs, and the youn/r wo- 
men who danced, aflumed them. Some of the" men 
were punctured all over the fides and bark, and Iome 
of the women had the fame ornament (if it defer ves 
that name) on their legs. The elderly women had 
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flic fucklcd the infant much after the manner of our 

Another chief introduced his daughter, who 
v/as young, beautiful and mod eft:. No perfonal defor- 
mities were obferved in either lex, except in a few in- 
dividuals, who had fears of broad ulcers remaining on 
the face, and other parts. 

Their weapons were fpears and clubs, the latter of 
which were generally about fix feet long, made of a 
hard black wood neatly polifhed. The fpears were 
formed of the fame wood fimply pointed, and were in 
general twelve feet long ; but fome were fo fhort as to 
Seem intended for darts. 

Our party continued all the day under the (hade of 
various trees, where they preserved their canoes from 
the fun. They faw eight or ten of them, all double- 
ones j that is, two fingle ones fattened together by raft- 
ers lafhed acrofs. 

Molt of the trees obferved were cocoa-palms, fome 
fpecies of bibifcus, a fort of euphorbia, and many of 
the fame kind as had been feen at Mangeea. The latter 
are tall and (lender, rcfembling a cyprefs, and are call- 
ed by the natives etoa. Here was feen a fpecies of con - 
volvulus^ and four* treble-mi iftard. The foil, towards 
the lea is nothii » jr :e than a bank of coral, gene- 
rally deep and rujged, which, though it has been for 
many centuries expofed to the weather, has differed no 
further change th«" 1 . :oming black on its Surface. 

The pai M v :Ji lande d upon this occaMon were gra- 
tified in no particular except that of enriofity in fpeeu- 
lation ; for tin y u. ' : ot prot:ure any article that could 
be ranked among the grand objects in view. Omai 
was queftioned by the natives concerning us, our coun- 
tiy, our (hips and arms: in anfwer to which he to!d 
them, among many other particulars, that our country 
had (hips as large as their ifland, on board of which 
were implements of war (describing our guns) of Inch 
dimcnfions as to contain feveral people within them; 
one of which could demolifh the illand at one (hot. 
A i , for the guns in our two fhips, he acknowledged they 
\*rrc but Small in companion with the former; yet even 
thefe lie i'a;d could with great eaSe, at a considerable dis- 
tance, di liroy the ifland and all its inhabitants. On 
tlkir cnqu'iing by what means this could be done, O- 
nui produc. d fome cartridges from his pocket, and 
having fuhmiLtcd to infpedtion the balls, and the gun- 
powder b. which they were t<> be fet in motion, he 
difpofed the latter upon the ground, and, by means of a 
piece of lighted wood, fer it on lire. The Sudden blaft, 
tot: m.iij?,)»'j flam*- and Smoke, that infl antaneouflv fuc- 
ceed<\h filled die naiivi .v with Such aftonifh men t, that 
they no longer doubted die formidable power of our 
weapons. i lad it not been for the tenible ideas they 
entertained of the guns of our ihips, from this fperimen 

of their mode of operation, it w as imagined they would 
have detained the narty on ihorc the whole night ; for 
Omai aiTuicd them, that, if he and his friends did not 
return on board the fame day, they might expect that 

the i o. miu,dore Would fire upon the ifiand. 

But the Europeans were nor the only (trangcrs upon 
t ; >is ifiand, as w;ts discovered by Omai's accompany- 
ing our countrymen on llioie. I le had Scarcely landed 
on the beaih, when he found ainon^'the crowd three 
of his own countrymen, natives of die Society Iflcs. 
'1 hi mutual hirpiifc and pleafe;ein which they engaged 
m i onvi 1 1.» i ion may rafdy be imagined. Their dory 
is a way a fueling one. About twenty perfons, male 
and ft male, had embaiked in a canoe at Otaheite, with 
an mteniH*.'! ul trolling over to Ulierea ; but were pre- 
vented by (oiitiuiy wind*, from reaching the latter, or 
retnrnin" to the former ifland. Their flock oS pro- 
vrfioM luiny, loon (xhaullcd, they Suffered inconceiv- 
able haullli'; . They puffed many days withour Suf- 
u nance, in i onlcquen e of" which tfveir number gradually 
djminifhed, worn out by famine and fatigue. Only 
four men luivivid, when tin ii i anoe was overfet. The 
ilrftruclion of this Small leinnant now feemed inevita- 
ble j however, they continued h-'nging by the Side 

of the vclHvl, during Sumy of tJ; . laft days, till they 



providentially came in Sight of the inhabitants of tUfa 
ifland, who Sent out canoes and brought them on fhore. 
One oS thefe four died. The other three were 
lb well Satisfied with the generous treatment they met 
with here, that they reSuSed the offer made them by 
our party, at the requeft of Omai, of taking them on 
board our iliips, and reftoring them to their native 
iflands. They had arrived upon this coaft at leaft 1 2 
years before. Their names were Tavee, Otirreroa, 
Orououte : the former was born at Huaheine, the Se- 
cond at Ulietea, and the latter at Otaheite. This 
circumftancc will Serve to explain, in a more Satisfac- 
tory manner than the conjectures of Some Speculative 
reaibners, how the detached parts oS the world, and, 
in particular, the iflands of the Pacific Ocean, may 
have been firit peopled i thoSe eSpecially that lie at a 
considerable diftance from each other, or from any in- 
habited continent. 

Several of the houfes of the natives were obferved to 
be long and Spacious. The produce of this ifiand ii 
nearly the fame with that of Mangeea. 

According to Omai's report of what he learned from 

his three countrymen in the courSe of conversation, the 

manners of the people of Wateeoo, their general habit* 

of life, and their method of treating (b angers, greatly 

reSemble thofe at Otaheite, and its neighbouring ifiand*. 

There is alfo a Great Similarity between their reliciotis 
opinions and ceremonies. From every circumfianre, 

indeed, it may be confidered as indubitable, that the 
inhabitants of Wateeoo derive their deSeent from the 
fame flock,, which has lb remarkably difiufed it Self o- 
ver the immenfc extent of the Southern Ocean. Omai 
afTured our people, that they dignified their ifland with 
the pompous appellation of JVenooa no te Eat con y im- 
plying a land of Gods ; efteeming themfelves a kind < f 
divinities, poflefied with the Spii it oS the Eatooa. Their 
language was equally well underflood by Omai, and 
by the two Mew Zea hinders who were on board. 

From divers particulars already mentioned, it ap- 
pears that Wateeoo can be of little Service to any Snip 
that wants reSrelhment. unlefs in a caSe oS the moil 
abfolute ncceflity. r 

The natives being ignorant oS the value of fome of 
our commodities, might be induced to bring off* fruit* 
and hogs to a (hip (landing off and on, or to boats |\ - 
ing off the reef, as the boats of our latcft circumna 
vigators did. It is doubtful, however, if any frvlh 
water could be procured \ for though Some was h.ouoj.t 
in cocoa-nut (hells to the party who went on fhore, th< 
were told, that it was at a considerable diftance ; and 
probably it is not to be met with but in Some fragnate 
pools, as no running ftream was any where Seen, 
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SECTION III. 
OTAKOOTAIA. 

HIS ifland lies in latitude to, deg. i$ min. 
South, and longitude 201 deg. 37 min. ea(h lr 
was discovered by Captain Cook in 1777. It is about 
three or Sour leagues difbmt fmn Wateeoo, and fup- 
poft d not to exceed three miles in circuit. 

The natives unhappily labour under a dearth of wa- 
ter. The only common trees found here w.is the 
cocoa palms, of which there were feveral tluflci and 
great quantities of die ivharra or pandanus. Theic 
were alio the ra//oph//um t furiana, with a few mhn 
ihrubs, alfo a fort of' l/imt-wetl % treads muftard % a \\ e- 
cics of fpur&Cy and t he wctluda lilri folia. 

The only bird feen among the trees was a beaut • 
ful cuckoo of a chefnui brown, variegated with black i 
but upon the fhore was a final I lore of curlew, blue 
and white herons, fome egg-birds, anil a gi eat number 
of noddies. 

A lizard was caught running up a tree, and though 
Small, had a forbidding afped. Many of another kind 

were likcwiSc Seen. Infinite numbers of a kind of motk 

elegantly 
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elegantly fpeckled with black, white and red, fwarm- 
ed on the bullies towards the fea. Other forts of moths 
and pretty butterflies were feen. . . , , . 

Though our countrymen faw no fixed inhabitants 
upon this ifland, they difcovered a few empty huts, 
which proved that it had been at leaft occafionally vi- 
fited. Monuments, confifting of feveral large ftones, 



were alfo erected under the fhade of Ibme trees : there 
were alfo fome fmaller ones, with which feveral places 
were inclofed, where it was thence inferred their dead had 
been buried. As many cockle fhells were found very 
large and of a particular kind, it was fuppofed that the 
ifland muft have been vifited by people who fometimes 
feed on fhell-fifli. 
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OTAHEITE, or King George's Island 



SECTION I. 

Dijcovery. Various entertaining incidents. Situation, 
Climate. Soil and face of the country. Vegetable pro- 
ductions , &c. 

VARIOUS have been the opinions of authors con- 
cerning the firft difcovery of this ifland ; but as 
many of them have not been duly authenticated, we 
fhall attend only to thofe accounts which are founded 
upon indubitable facts. 

Captain Wallis, who failed from England i:i Auguft 
1766 in the Dolphin, with the Swallow Sloop under his 
command, for die grand purpofc of exploring foreign 
climes, having puffed ieveral (mail iflands in the South 
Seas in 1767, difcovered, in his progrefs from thelaftof 
thofe iflands, a high fpot of land, where he came to an 
anchor, as the weather was hazy. When the fog was 
difperfed there was every reafbn to fuppofe the fpot dif- 
covered was populous, and therefore an object worthy of 
particular attention j for a great number of canoes, in 
which were fome hundreds of natives, fui rounded the 
(hip. They gave figns of amazement in feeing the 
veflel, and feemed to hold a conference on the novelty 
of the incident. Several trinkets were exhibited to 
allure them on board, accompanied by fignificant mo- 
tions, in confeqnence of which, after fome apparent 
deliberations and previous ceremonies, an individual of 
fingular refutation ventured to embark. To promote 
confidence, and difpel timidity, pre fen ts were offered 
him, but he rejected them all ; till a confutation be- 
ing held with his countrymen from the canoes that ap- 
proached the veflel, and feveral branches of the plan- 
tain-trees being thrown on board in token of amity, 
many others joined him ; but the very awkard manner 
in which they afcended was generally remarked. One 
of them, terrified by the attack of a g©at on board, 
which bufed him with his horns, to prevent a ftf-ond 
onfet, made a precipitate leap over the (hip's fide, and 
his countrymen immediately followed his example. The 
alarm, however, was foon over, and they came on 
board again.^ Articles were (hen offered in exchange 
for others of their own produce; but they could not 
comprehend the dcfip.n of our countrymen. 

1 -ike the natives of thefe parts in general, they had 
feareely mmbarked than they gave pi oof of their uni- 
veri.il jnopcnfity to theft >, for one of them took an op- 
po.runity of I'naiehing a new l.uvd hat fron an officer, 

leaping into the fea, and criyin... i L off. 

As the ihip failctl alon;?, tl,.« (Viore, the ( inoes made 
towards land.ihe nor being abh-m keep pace with them; 
bur when five came to, and the boats were fl-nt out iti 
quell ol a Ipot f or anchorage, t!u . y f MinaIM J^ t | lcnl< 

he natives at length, fiotn a gun Ivin fired over 
their beads by way of awe, (giving figns of hoitile in- 
tenttons) amuApiet was tli!rhan V d, winch wounding 
one of thnr countrymen v. ho had commenced holli- 
mies they niired in the ntmotl confirmation. 

Aim lauing along the eoat\, and coining to an 
anchor an often as neceflity required, tim ing which 
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time canoes occafionally came on board, and exchanged 
fruits, fowls and hogs, for nails, toys and other Eu- 
ropean commodities, and hoflilitics frequently com- 
menced and fubfided, the fhip reached the fpot of 
intended anchorage, and came to within a little diftance 
of a fine river. 

The natives, on the firft arrival of our people amongft 
them, were fometimes inclined to a friendly intercoui fe t 
and fometimes to hoflile attacks, difcharging ftones 
from flings, with fingular dexterity, at the fhip from a 
great diftance. A commerce being now carried on be- 
tween the fhip's company, fome canoes came off, hav- 
ing on board a number of women, whole behaviour, in 
divers inftances, exceeded the bounds of modefly. 
Soon after a number of large canoes furrounded the 
fhip, loaded with pebble ftones ; the Indians on board 
playing on a kind of flute, fome finging, and others 
blowing a fort of fhells. 

One of thefe canoes advanced, in which was a 
py or awning, under which fat one of the natives, in- 
dicating, by figns, a deflre to come on board. The 
captain confenting, he came along fide, and delivered 
to one of the failors a bunch of red and yellow feathers, 
making figns that they were intended as a prefent for 
the captain, who readily accepted them. But whilft a 
prefent was preparing for him in return, the canoe put. 
off from the fhip, and a branch of rhe cocoa-nut tree 
was thrown into the air. This was evidently the fignal 
for an engagement j for there was a general fliout from 
the canoes, which, approaching the (hip, poured vol- 
lies of ftones into every part of her. It being found 
unavoidably neceflary to have recourfe to fire-arms, 
two of the fhip's guns were difcharged, together with 
the mufquetry, which, at firft, riifconcerced the Indi- 
ans, though they foon rallied, and returned to the at- 
tack. Observing thoufands of them on more embarking 
with all poffible fpeed in canoes prepared to receive 
them, orders were given for firing the cannon, fome of 
which were brought to bear upon the Indians, who 
ceafed hoflilities for a fliort time; but they foon ad- 
vanced again, and poured in vol lies of ftones that 
wounded feveral of the feamen. At length, they were 
totally difmayed, by a Jhot from a gun which (truck a 
canoe that appeared to have a chief on board, and pun 
a final clofe to the conteft ; for the canoes rowed off, 
and the people that crouded the fliore ran for flicker 
behind the hills. 

Information being received from a party fent to re- 
connoitre the coaft, that they had difcovered a fpot for 
procuring excellent water, and that there was not a ca- 
noe to be feen; Lieutenant Iuirneaux was difpan lied 
on fliore, with the bouts well armed, and a party of ma- 
rines, with orders to land his men under cover of the 
fliii) and boats. The lieutenant, having executed his 
orders, took pofleffion of the fpot in the name of his 
majefty the king of Great Britain, and difplayed a 
broad pendant upon a ftaff (Vr up for the pui pofe. 

An old man was obferved on the oppolite fide of a 
river near which they had taken their Nation, in a fup- 

eating noflurc, anil apparently terrified. On figns 
being made him to croft it, he crawled on hi* hands 
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and knees towards the lieutenant, who pointed at fome 
ftonesthat had been thrown at the vefTcl, and gave him 
intimation, that the natives need not be apprchcnfive 
of injury, unlefs they were the aggreflbrs* He then 
caufed fome hatchets to be produced, and ordered two 
of the water-cafks to be filled, to point out to the In- 
dian, that they wifhed to barter for provifions and to 
obtain a fupply of water. To conciliate the friend/hip 
of the old man, the lieu renant ordered fome trifles to 
be prefented him, and then re-imbarked his nu n on 
board the boats. The old man, to exprefs his joy, 
danced round the flag-ftaffand then retired. He foon 
returned, accompanied with feveral natives, who, in a 
humiliating pofture, drew near the flag-ftaffj but fee- 
ing the pendant fhaken by the wind, they retreated 
with evident tokens of alarm* They foon returned, 
however, bringing two large hogs, which they laid 
down before the flag-ftaff, and began to dance round 
it as before. The hogs were then put into a canoe, 
which the old man having brought along fide the fhip, 
he pronounced a formal fpeech, and between the feveral 
parts delivered, one by one, a number of plantain- 
leaves, and then exprefltd a deli re of going on Ihore. 
He would not accept of any prefents, but put off his 
canoe and rowed back again. 

The natives, notwith (landing their late appearances 
of amity, foon renewed their hoitile practices in attack- 
ing a party going on more for water, who deeming it 
prudent to retreat, they feized upon the cafks and glo- 
ried in their plunder. They had alfo the hardincis to 
take away the ftag-ftafF, embark in their canoes, and 
make towards the fhip. Upon this orders were given 
to fire, which had the de fired effect, and caufed them 
to difperfe in the utmoft confirmation. To put a final 
end to the conteft, by convincing the natives of the 
force which they fo peremptorily oppofed, orders were 
given by the commander to fire fiift into the woods, 
and after wa ids towards the hills where mine thoufands 
had retreated •> fo that, alarmed at the diftance to which 
the guns were brought to bear, they <jnftandy difap- 
peared. 

To prevent the execution of future mifchievous de- 
figns, the carpenter and crew were difpatched on more 
under a ltrong guard, with orders to deftroy all the ca- 
noes they could meet with, which they accordingly ef- 
fected to the number of upwards of fifty, and more of 
the larger fize. Thefe proceedings produced fome to- 
kens of amity from the natives, a fmall party of whom 
came to the beach, (luck up fome green boughs and 
then retreated to the woods. They loon returned, and 
brought fome hogs and dogs with their legs tied, toge- 
ther with bundles of cloth, all which they left on fiiore, 
making figns for die people on board to take them a- 
way. A boar! was fent on fhore for that purpofe, and 
in return hatchets, nails, and other things were left on 
the beach, which were carried off by the natives with 
tokens of joy. 

A perfect friendfhip now fub fitted between the natives 
and our people, through the mediation of the old man 
before mentioned on the one part, and that of the 
Officers on fhore on the other. To this defirable end 
the following trivial accident very materially conduced. 
The imp's furgeon being on fhore to fu per intend the 
care of the fick, he happened on a walk to fhoot a 
wild duck, which dropping on the other fide of the 
river in the pre fence of many of the natives, they 
ran away affrighted j but flopping within a fhort fpace, 
the furpeons made figns to bring the duck over, which 
one of them at length was nerfuaded to do, but not 
without evident tokens of tear. Several other ducks 
Hying over his head at the fame inftant, a fecond fhot 
brought three of them down. The natives by this in- 
cident had fuch tcnible apprehenfions of the effect of 
Hie- arms, that the levelling of a cannon, or pointing a 
tnufket, was fnfticiciu to difperfe bodies collected to the 
amount of thou lands. 

The ihips, on reaching Oiaheite, or, as it was lately 
named by our people, Kin^ CSeorge the Third's Ifland, 

A 



anchored in Port Royal harbour, within half a mile «/f 
the fhore. 

The fhip had not been in the harbour many days, 
when a tall female, of majeltic deportment, with ; [ 
pleafing countenance, came on board, and was intro- 
duced to the captain by the gunner. She appeared, o„ 
her firft entrance, perfectly eafy, free from all j eiiiain:, 
and indicated, by her general behaviour, a fupeno:it v 
of birth, and a mind interfperfed with conlcious fupi**. 
macy. The captain, by way of introduction, pi right- 
ed her with an elegant blue mantle that i eached fh.ni 
her moulders to her feet, which he tied on himielf Wi;}i 
ribbons; alfo a looking-glafs, beads of feveral foru. 
and divers other articles, which fhe accepted, with a 
ftriking air of complacency, and was attended by the 

gunner on fhore. 

The captain, who had been indifpofed for fome time, 
being in fome degree reftored, next day vilited her at 
her houfe, which was a very capacious building. Per- 
ceiving that his diforder had rendered him very weak, 
me ordered fome of her attendants to take him in their 
arms, and carry him not only through the river, but 
all the way to her houfe. As he was proceeding thither 
a valt concourfe of people thronged around, but were 
difperfed on the bare motion of her hand, without ut- 
tering a word. As foon as the captain's attendants en- 
tered the houfe, the royal hoftefs made them fit down, 
and calling for fome young girls, fhe affilted them her- 
felf in taking off the captain's flioes, drawing down his 
ftockings, and pulling off his coat, and then directed 
them to fmooth down the fkin, and chafe it gently with 
their hands. The fame operation was alio performed 
on Mr. Furneaux, the firft lieutenant, and the purfer i 
but upon none of thofe who Teemed to be in health. 

During the performance of thefe good offices, the 
furgeon, who was very warm with walking, to cool and 
refrefh himfelf took off his wig. This circumfiancc, 
occafioning a fudden exclamation from one of the na- 
tives, drew the attention of the reft, fo that in a mo- 
ment every eye was fixed on the prodigy, and every ope- 
ration fufpended. The whole affembly flood motion- 
lefs in filent aftonilhment, which could not have been 
more forcibly exprefied if they had even difcovered th 
the limbs of their gueft had been ferewed on to his 
trunk. The young women, however, who were chaf- 
ing the fick, in a little time refumed their employment, 
and having continued it about half an hour drafted them 
again. Tnis operation produced very falutary effects* 
On his return the queen herfelf took the captain by 
the arm, as he chofe to walk, and whenever they came 
to any water, or dirt, fhe lifted him over with as much 
care as a man would lift a child. 

The natives of this ifland having no veflbl in which 
water could be fubjected to the motion of fire, they of 
courfe had no more idea that it could be made hot, than 
that it could be made folid. A circumflance that led to 
the following humourous incident. 

As the ciueen was one morning at breakfafr. with the 
captain and fuperior officers on board the fhip, one of 
her attendants (a man of fome rank) and one who, 
from his appearance, was fuppofed to be a prieft, law 
the furgeon fill the tea-pot by turning the cock of nn 
urn that itood upon the table. The attendant ha vine; 
remarked this with great curiofity, prefently turned tlu; 
cock, and received the water upon his hand. As loon 
as he felt himfelf fcalded, he roared out and began to 
dance about the cabin with the mofl extravagant and ri- 
diculous expreffions of pain and aft. niflinicnf. Tlu; 
other natives, not being able to conceive what was ih<? 
matter with him* flood flaring in amazement, and uou 
without great fear and concern. The furgeon, who had 
been the innocent caufe of the miichicf, applied a re- 
medy, which appeafed the excruciating pain of the 
poor native. 

The gunner, who was appointed comptroller of the 
traffic eftablifhcd on fhore with the natives, ufed to 
dine on the foot. The aftonifhment of the natives was 
great to fee nim drefs his poik and poultry in a pot. 

Ac 
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At length, an old man, who was exceeding ferviccable 
in bringing down provifions to be exchanged was put 
into poflfcffion of one iron pot, and from that time he 



in bringing 



and his friends eat boiled meat every day. 

The captain, in return for the number of prefents re- 
ceived from the queen, fent her two turkies, two geeie, 
three Guinea hens, a cat big with kitten, iome china, 
looking-glalTes, Hurts, needles, thread, cloth, ribbons, 
pears, kidney beans, about fix forts of different garden 
feeds, a (hovel, and a confiderable quantity of etidery 
wares, confifting of knives, icifiars, bill hooks and 
other articles. Our people had already planted feveral 
forts of the garden feeds, and afterwards had the plea- 
fure of feeing them come forward in a very flounfhing 
manner. 

Captain Wallis went to the queen's houle, and as a 
curiofity fhewe/l her a reflecting telefcope. After me 
had admired its ftructure, he endeavoured to make her 
compiehend its life, fixing it fo as to command feveral 
diftant objects with which fhe was well acquainted, but 
which could not be diflinguifhcd with the naked eye. 
He brought her to look through it : as foon as fhe faw 
the objects fhe darted back with aftonifliment, and di- 
recting her eye as the glafs was pointed, flood fbme time 
raotionlefs and filent. She looked through the glafs 
again, and again fought in vain with the naked eye for 
the objects which the teleicope difcovered. As by 
turns they vanifhed, or re-appeared, her countenance 
and gefhires difcovered a ftrong mixture of furprize 
and farsfaction, which no Language can defcribe. 

At length, after an intimacy had been lb me time 
eftablifhed, the captain intimated to her his intention 
of departing. She received this intimation with great 
concern ; but when fhe found her perfuafions to keep 
him longer were ineffectual, on the day of his depar- 
ture fhe vifited him on board the fhip. When the an- 
chor was weighed, and the fhip under fail, with extreme 
reluctance fhe got into the boat, where ihe fat weeping 
with inconfolable forrow. The captain made her many 
valuable prcfenvs, which flic filently accepted, but took 
little notice of any thing. A frefh breeze then fpring- 
ing up, a lafl farewell was taken, with fuch tendernefs 
of affection and grief, as rilled both the hearts and eyes 
of each party. 

This ifland, which is fituated in latitude 17 degrees 
46 min. fouth, and longitude 149 deg, 13 min. weft, 
and known by the general name of Otaheite, forms 
two diftinct kingdoms, which are united by a narrow 
neck of land. The largefl of thefe kingdoms is called 
by the natives < Tiarrabou y or Otabeite-nuc\ the fmaller 
Opuureonu, or Gtabeiie-Ete* 

It is furrounded by a reef of coral rocks, forming 
feveral bays, among which the principal is Port Royal^ 
called by the natives Matavai. The country affords a 
beautiful profpect. It rifes in ridges, forming moun- 
tains in the middle of the ifland that may be fcen at die 
dillance of fixty miles. Towards the fea it is level, 
ami covered with fruit trees of divers kinds, but par- 
tiaihuiy the cocoa-nut. In this part are the houfes of 
the inhabitants, which do not form villages, hcingrang- 
ed along the whole border at about fifty yards diftance 
from each other. 

The foil, which is of a blackifh colour, being wa- 
tered by a number of rivulets, is rich, ;uk! of courfe 
luxuriant in its products. On the borders of the valley 
through which the river flows there are feveral houfes 
with walled gardens, s v H | plenty of fowls and hogs. 
Channels are cut in many places to conduct die water 
from thr hills to the plantations. Streams meander 



through v.tnous windings, and ftupendous mountains 
overhang the valhcs. Towards the fea the view is de- 
lightful, the fides of the hills being covered with trees, 
and the vail.. , with grafs. No underwood was found 
beneath the trees, neither on the fides or bottoms of the 
hills, but there was plenty of good grafs. Many fine 

Buft from the borders of tKc m , nmtain y a „ of 

Which were covered with wood on the fides, and fern on 
the lummits. Knmr ,».., 



tlu. , Su W\ c t anc C«'«w without cultivation on 

wic high land, a* did alio turmeric and ginger. 



This ifland is not only one of the moft delightful but 
healthy fpots in the world. The heat is tempered by 
the pureft air. It is not fubject conflantly to the bleak 
winds from the call, but generally under the milder 
breezes from eaft to fouth-fouth-eaft. It is remarked, 
u] -on the whole, by Monf. de Bougainville, that the cli- 
mate is fo healthy, that the greateft part of the feamen 
fent on fhore for the cure of difbrders in general con- 
tracted from heat, fait provifions, and a variety of caufes 
incidental upon long voyages, and more particularly the 
i "curvy, regained their flrength. From thefe lingular 
endowments of nature, this charming fpot is juftly de- 
nominated <c 'I he Queen of Tropical Iflands." 

The vegetable productions of this ifland are as va- 
rious as numerous in their refpective fpecies. There 
are bread-fruit, cocoa nuts, bananas of many forts, 
fweet potatoes, plantains, yams, a delicious fruit known 
here by the name of jatnbu y fugar cane, the paper mul- 
berry, ginger, turmeric, and leveral forts or figs, all of 
which the foil produces fpontaneoufly, or with very litde 
culture. They have the ava ava, from which they ex- 
tract the intoxicating liquor already defcribed in die 
other iflands. A moll extraordinary tree here received 
the name of Barringtonia. The leaves are of a moft 
beautiful white tipped with a bright crimfon. It is called 
huddoo by the natives, who affirm, that its fruit, which 
is a large nut, being bruifed, mixed with fhell fifli, and 
ftrewed in the fea, has an effect lb intoxicating upon 
the fifli, that they will come to the furface of the wa- 
ter and fuffer themfelves to be taken with hands. There 
are ocher plants of a fimilar quality in thefe climates, 
particularly one called tubbe> which grows on another 
ifland, and intoxicates fifli in the fame manner as the 
barr'wgtonia or huddoo. It is remarked from obferva- 
tion, that die firft caught by means of thefe intoxicating 
plants were neidier naufeous or unwholefome. There are 
alio the wharra, pandanus y and a fort of fhady trees co- 
vered with a dark green foliage, bearing what they call 
golden apples, which refemble, in flavour and juri- 
es, the anana, or pine. 



SECTION II. 

PerJonSy drefs y ornaments* habitations, difpofaion, Ian* 
guagey and mental endowments of the inhabitants. 

rr\ HE natives of thefe iflands are robufr, well pro- 
X portioned, comely and alert. With refpect to 
llature, the men in general are from five feet (even to 
five feet ten inches. The tailed man fcen by captain 
Wallis meafured fix feet three inches and an half, and 
O-T 00, king of Otaheite, is defcribed by captain 
Cook as reaching that ftaturc. Monf. de Bougainville, 
who vifited this ifland a few months after captain Wallis, 
Gxys, that they would, in point of form, be moft ex- 
cellent models for painting an Hercules or a Mars. 
The llandard of the women in general is near three 
inches fliorter. Their nofes are generally rather flat, 
though in other refpects they are handfome and agree- 
able, having delicate fkins, eyes fully exprelfive, and 
teeth beautifully white and even. Their hair is for the 
moft part black, though fome, in contradiftincrion from 
the natives of Afia, Africa and America, in general, 
have it brown, red, or flaxen ; the children of both 
fexes in particular have that of the latter colour. The 
complexion of the men is tawny, though that of thole 
who go upon the water is reddifh. The women are of 
a fine clear olive colour, or what we call a brunette. 
Hie men wear their beards in various forms, plucking 
out a great part. Contrary to the cuftom of mofl other 
nations, the women of this country cut their hair (hurt, 
whereas the men wear it long, fomerimes hanging loofe 
upon their (boulders, and at other times tied in a knot 
on the crown of the head, in which they (tick the lea- 
tliers of birds of various colours. 

They have a cuftom in common with the Chincfe, 
which is, that the principal men of the ifland fuffer the 
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nails of their fingers to grow very long as a fridge of 

an indication of their not being fubject 



Tiie nail of the middle 



honour, and as 
to any fervile employment, 
finger on the right-hand was obferved to be fhort ; but 
the reafon of that peculiarity could not be learned. 
Their mien and deportment are perfectly grace- 
ful. 

Tattowing or puncturing is in general pracTtiled here 
with both fexes and performed in the fame manner as 
at the other iflands in thefe feas already defcribed. They 
ufually undergo this operation at the age of about ten 
or twelve years, and in different parts of the body ; 
but thofe which fuffer molt feverely are the breech and 
the loins, which are marked with arches carried one a- 
bove another a confiderable way up the back. 

Mr. Banks, who accompanied Captain Cook, was 
prefent at the operation of tattowing performed on the 
pofteriors of a girl between twelve and thirteen years of 
age. The inftrument ufed had twenty teeth, and at 
each ftroke which was repeated every moment, iffticd 
an ichor or ferum tinged with blood. The girl bore the 
pain v/ i tli great refolution for fome minutes, till at 
length it became fo intolerable, that Hie burftout into 
violent exclamations ; but the operator, notwithstand- 
ing the rnoft earn* ft entreaties to defift, was inexora- 
ble, whjjft two women who attended upon the occafion 
both chid and hc.it her for rlruggling. The operator 
had continued for- the: fpace of a quarter of an hour, 
in which only one fide was tat towed, the other having 
imdci'L'onc the fame cemmony fome time before, and 
the arches upon the loins, whirh they deem the moft 
01 n 1 mental, w is vet to he made. 

'i heirdi^fs confifts of cloth and matting of various kinds; 
the fitll they wear in fine, the latter in foul, weather. 
Two ] eces of 1 his cloth or matting compote the drefs ; 
one of them h.iviiv*" a 1; ;•• in the middle to put the 
head through, the long rnd.i hang before and behind ; 
the other pieces, which are between four and five yards 
-long, and about one broad, they wrap round the body 
in an eaiy manner. The mens drefs differs from the 
v omens in this inllancc, that in one part of the fer- 
ment, in (lead of falling below the knees, it is brought 
between the legs. This drefs is worn by all ranks Of 
people ; but that of the better fort of women confifts of 
a great quantity of materials. In the heat of the day 
both fexes wear only a piece of cloth tied round the 
waifl. 'J hey h ive fundi bonnets made of cocoa-nut 
leaws or matting, conftruclcd, in a few minutes, to 
fhadc the ii f'u-es^ h orn the fun. The ornaments of both 
fe\cs cool ul of feathers, tlov/eis, fhells and pearls, but 
the lait'T aie more worn by the women. Hoys and 
fiuls go n.'U' d, the former till they are feven or eight 
ve.hs old, and the latter till ihty are five or fix. Their 
(. lothes aie in general fliongly pci fumed. They have a 
1 ill lorn in many hot commit s of anointing their hair 
with cocoa-nut oi\ the lmcll of which ii very atrree- 



abU 



The (h.f-r ufes for which the houfes of the inhabi- 
tants of (>i ht ; te are defigwd are to fleep in, or to a- 
\ .'id lain ; ;»s «:i fair weather they ear in the open air un- 
t\n- the fh id'- of 1 ires. # 'I ht y are at bed but fheds, and 
ic j'enM.il \\\v 1. mi ihvifion or apartments. The roof 



n .1 r. bit", our d< \u hed houfes, and confifts of two flat 
h '•« '• i 1 1 * 1 1 : « t pj tach other. The floor is covered 
v. nil '...vv, c.Vi 1 aVkIi they Ipread nuts. The fize of the 
houic. 1 , 1 1 mi (!:!!'"! 10 the number of the family, 
ami il.e u ^-i.m <' j .utmerus adapted for the conveni- 
ent of the u.r.'ts'Mi ranks. The maftcr and his wife 
rej'.le in the middle; round them the married peo- 
ple, next the 111 .man ied females ; then, at fome dif- 

thc ex- 

uir, in f iir weather, in the open 
• 1 hit fs differ in fome particulars, 
ir.oie convenient ap titmenrs conflrucled for 
pi (v..i y. Souk a.e i'o formed a*> to be carried in ca- 
noe,; thevnr e v 11 limit, and enclofed with leaves of 
the coi oa -juit, i>ut die air uevcuhdefi penetrates; thcic 



r.uu e, the unm.uiied men; then the fervants 

treu lit v < >f the flu d, 
ail , ' I he !:< nle*. of tfu 
It. win; * 



arc 
great 



defimied 
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only for the accommodation of i] 



With refpeft to the difpohuion and temoer of thefj. 
iflandeo*, it Las been remarked that their paHion- ire 
violent, and fubje<£t to frequent tr?n fit ions from om 
treme to another, efpecially after the fucceffion of 
and rapture. A c - they feem nbforbed in luxury, it i 
tural to fuppoie them un.'ble to endure- pain in 
cute degree ; but it will appear other wife when oh 
ferved, that the women undergo the moft exenjei if : , 
tortures from their own hands on the death of relation', 
as will hereafter be defcribed. They point o*:r ] . 
ticular friends by taking off" a part of their cloth 
and putting it on than. Their treatment ot* our 
countrymen, after prejudices arifing from novel ! .v h:d 
fubfided, was generous and courteous. When revifiuvi 
by Captain Cook, they recognized their old acqu.'ir- 
tance with warmth and f it is faction, and enquired ai\c? 
thofe that were abfent with earn eft concern. Nay 
they expreffed an ardent defire of feeing them apain. 
If an engaging look from a native was returned by a 
fmile from any of our countrymen, they would avail 
themfelves of the opportunity to prefer the requeil of 
a bead, or fome other bauble ; but maintained an e- 
vennefs of temper whether granted or denied. When 
the frequency and importunity of their ibiickations 
became fubjecTts for the difplay of farcafm amongft our 
people, they would only carry it off with an hearty 
laugh. Novelty was the leading topic of their conver- 
sation ; their intercourfe with ft rangers, and the infor- 
mation they derived, and obfervations they made, were 
fubjecTts referved for the entertainment and diverfion of 
each other. Though tlvy always ex pre Med emotions 
at the explofion of gun-powder, they overcame, le- 
degrees, their former dread and apprehtnficn. 

Their mode of paying obeifance to Arrangers or in 
pcriors, at a firft meeting, is by nncovering\hemfelv< 
to the middle 5 and they have a common phrafe wlu 
any onefneezes, implying c< may the (5ood Genius a^ake 
you, or, may not the I'Vil Genius lull you a-fleep." 

Though they p.^fTefb many good qualities, they 
partake of the propenfity to theft/ tint ch ara<5terifes t he 
inhabitants of the South-Sea J (lands in general. We 
have given one inftance in the cafe of the officer who 
loft his laced hat. Their thefts became io notorious, 
that Captain Wallis would not admit them into th ■ 
Jhip, and was obliged to have rccourfe to the feveial 
menaces, to compel them to reftore what they Ind 
purloined; nay, fometimes he put in execution' mtv- 
fures of definition. The terrible apprehenfions of th.: 
efFedts of fire-arms, as, upon every occafion, never 
failed of producing reflitution, 

^ One of the natives having the dexterity to crofs the 
river unperceived and ftc^al a hatchet, die gunner of 
the Dolphin, who was commanding officer of a watering 
party on fhore, fignified by figns to an old man who 



was appointed to fuperintend commerce on the part of 
the Indians, the offence committed, and drew out fome 



1 * 



it 



of his j)eople^>as if he would have gone into the woods 
in queft of the delinquent. The old man, intimidated 
by this fpecious preparation, gave the officer to un- 
derftand he would prevent the execution of his defieu) 
by reftoring the article miffed ; and ferting oft' imnie- 
d iately, leiurned in a very fliort time with the hatcher. 
The gunner infilling on the thief being produced, 
was complied with, though with apparent reluctance ; 
and being known to bean old offender, he was lent 
pri toner on board. The captain, however, only pu - 
niflied him with apprehenfion, and then difmiffed and lent 
him on fhore. He was received on his return by his 
countrymen with loudtft acclamations, and carried off 
in triumph by them into the woods. Confcious, how- 
ever, of the lenity of the gunner, he expreffed his 
gratitude by preferring him with a roafled hog, and 
iome bread fruit. 

Another era it of the difpofition of thefe people i., 
tliat they have not an idea of any thing being indecent, 

and 
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and tranerefs the rules of modefty, without the lead 
r&?TlhLe, or notion of impropriety. Notwith- 
ftanding this difpofition, the wives here owe their ■ huf- 
blnd f blind fubmiftion, nor does the paffion of jea~ 
loufy prevail amongft them in the lead degree. 

On the firft arrival of the Dolphin on the coaft, 
which was fuppofed to have been the 6rft ftup ever 
Sn here, a great number of women appeared on the 
beach were very importunate, with the men in the 
Kmc onfhoref and endeavoured to allure them 
by various geftures. When a regular traffic was ef- 
tablifhed on fhore, it was fettled that a river ftiould fe- 
mrate the natives and the ftrangers, and that a few 
onlv of the former fliould crofs at a time for the pur- 
pofe of trading. Several young women were then per- 
mitted to crofs the river, who, though not averfe to 
the granting of favours, appeared to be very merce- 
nary in their views. 

As the language of the natives of this liland abounds 
in vowels, it is thereby rendered foft and melodious, and 
the pronunciation of it was eafily acquired. European 
vifitorshave not yet been fufficiently acquainted, whe- 
ther it is copious or otherwife ; but they have difcover- 
ed that it is very imperfect. 

The fagacity of thefe people 'in foretelling the 
weather, particularly die quarter from whence the wind 
will blow, is very extraordinary. In their long voy- 
ages they fteer by the fun in the day, and in the night, 
by the liars, all of which they diftinguifh feparately by 
names, and know in what part of the heavens they will 
appear in any of the months during which they are vi- 
able in their horizon. They can alfo determine with 
precifion the times of tlieir a nnual appearing or dif- 
appearing. 
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WITH refpecl to the food of the inhabitants of 
this ifland, there is great difference according 
to their rank. Vegetables compofe the chief part of 
the diet of the common people, whilft thofe of exalted 
rank feed on the flefh of hogs, dogs and fowls, and 
gormondife to an excefs. Amongft the articles of ve- 
getable food, are the bread-fruit, bananas, plantains, 
yams, apples, and a four fruit, which, though not plea- 
fan t in itfelf, affords an agreeable relifh to roafted 
bread-fruit, with which it is frequently beaten' up. 
The bread-fruit, which is the chief liipport of thefe peo- 
ple, is attended with no trouble after the tree is planted 
than that of climbing to gather its produce. When the 
fruit is not in feafon, its deficiency is fupplied with 
cocoa-nuts, bananas and plantains. 

A very common difh is a pudding compofed of 
bread-fruit, plantains, taro, and pandanus nuts, each 
rafped, fc raped, or beat up very fine, and baked by 
itfelf. A ounntiry of the juice of cocoa-nut kernels are 
put into a large tray or wooden vcflel, in which the 
oihei articles from the oven are pur, together with 
fome hot Hones, in order to make the contents' fim- 
nv r. Three or four perfons are employed in ftirrinc 
up the ftver.il ingredients, till rhey are perfectly incor- 
porated, and the juice of die cocoa nut turns to oil- 
and, at lah\ the whole mafs is nearly of the confiftency 
of a h.nly pudding. Some of thefe puddings are ex- 
cellent, ami lew thai we make in Kngland equal to 
them. ° 1 

They luhlli.me inuVad of the bread-fruit, a kind of 
pane made- of rocoa-nuts, bananas and plantains, which 

Jhev -;-tl,er heforc the hi end-fl int is perfectly ripe, and 

lay in lv*ap% eovcrtn,* it dofHy with leaves. It then 

ferments, after which the core h extracted, and the 

frun put „^ ;a hole 4, K in the eat rh, which is lined 
with gin Is. | | m lf aIlu c<)Vcrcd witU k d 
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fed down with a weight of {tones. This occafions a 
great fermentation ; when the fruit becomes ibur it is 
then baked and eaten. It will keep a confiderabie 
time before it is baked and afterwards. The pafte fo 
made is called Maline. Different dimes are made of 

the bread-fruit itfelf. 

The flefh of their fowls is well tafted, but that of 
dogs is preferred by the natives to every other kind. 
They eat the fmall fifh in general raw, and convert 
every thing that can be procured from the fea into an 
article of food, though ever fo naufeous and difgufting 

to. the palates of Europeans. 

Their method of killing fuch animals as are intended 

for food is by fuftbeation ; Hopping the mouth and 
nofe with their hands. This done they finge off the 
hair by holding the animal over a fire and fcraping 
him with a fhell. They then cut him up with the fame 
inftrument, take out, wafh the entrails, and put them 
into cocoa-nut fliells, together with the blood. Contrary 
to the nature of thofe animals in England, fuch dogs as 
aredefigncd for food are fed wholly upon vegetables ; 
and fome of our countrymen who have taftedthe flefh of 
that animal thus fed have declared it to be little inferior 
to Englifh lamb. 

In drefling their food they obferve the following 
procefs. Firft, the fire is kindled by rubbing one piece 
of dry wood upon the fide of another. Then digging 
a pit about half a foot deep and two or three yards in 
circumference, they pave the bottom with large peb- 
ble ftones, which they lay down very fmooth and even, 
and then kindle a fire in it with dry wood, leaves, and 
the hufks of cocoa-nuts. They take out the embers 
when the ftones are 'fufficiently heated, and, after rak- 
ing up the afhes on every fide, cover the ftones with 
a layer of cocoa-nut leaves, and wrap up the animal that 
is to be drafted in the leaves of the plantain. If it is 
a large hog they fplit it, and if a fmall one they wrap 
it up whole. Having placed it in the pit and covered 
it with hot embers, they lay upon them bread-fruit and 
yams, which are alfo wrapped in the leaves of the 
plantain. Over thefe they frequently fpread the re- 
mainder of the embers, mixing among them fome of 
the hot ftones with more cocoa-nuts among them, and 
then clofc up all with earth, fo that the heat is kept 
in. The oven is kept thus clofed a longer or fliQrtcr 
tim, according to the fize of the meat that is drcf- 
fing. 

The ufual fauce to their food is fait water : thofe who 
live near the fea have it furnifhed as it is wanted ; thofe 
at a diftance keep it in large bamboos. The kernels 
of the cocoa-nut furnifh them with another fauce, which, 
made into pafte, fomething of the confiflence of but- 
ter, -arc beaten up with fait water, that has a very 
ftrong flavour, and, at firtt, feems naufeous, but af- 
ter being ufed fome time is much relifhecl, They 
are quite unacquainted with the method of boiling, 
having rrt> veflels that will hear fire. 

H"aving* remarked the friendly and focial difpofition 
of thefe people, it will appear firange that they fhould 
exclude their women from their table, whofe fbeiefy, 
among Kuropenns upon that occafion, i,s chiefly dr 7 
fired. I low a ftated form that, in all other pafrs/ 
brings families and friends together, fliould feparate 
them hec, they never explained, any farther than bv' 
faying they eat alone hrcauie it was right. Such', 
indeed, was their prejudice in favour of this euftom, 
that they exprefTed their difguft even at their vifitants 
earing in rhe foeiety of women, and of the fame food. 
And the women were fo aceudomcd ro this mode of 
feparation, that the Kuropenns could never prevail 
with them to partake with them at their table when 
they were dining in company. When any of them has 
been occafionally alone with a woman, (he has fbmc- 
timcs eaten ; but not only exprefTed the greateft re- 
luctancc, but e xtorted the flronjrrft promifes'of feereey. 
Kyeri brothers and fifters among them have their ft- 
parate balk ets of pro vi (ions, and feparate apparatus 
for their meals. ' The women have their food Irparaiely 
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prepared by boys kept for that purpofe, and thcfe 
boys.depofit it in feparate fheds. 

Though the women were fo inflexibly attached to 
this cuftom, they frequently aiked our countrymen to 
cat whh them, when they vifited thole with whom they 
were particularly acquainted at their own houfes ; 
nay, upon fuch occafions, they have eaten out of the 
fame bafket, and drank out of the fame cup. But 
the elder women were offended in the highefl degree 
at this liberty, and would throw away both victuals 
and bafket if touched by the hands of a ftrangcr. 

They ufualJy eat under the fhade of a fpreading 
tree ; their table-cloth is compofed of broad canvas 
fpread in great abundance. If a per fun of rank, he is 
attended by a number of iervants, who feat them- 
felves round liim. Before he begins his meal he walhes 
his mouth and hands very clean, and repeats this 
practice feveral times while he is eating. He peals 
off the rind of the bread-fruit with his fingers and 
nails. He never eats apples before they are pared, 
to do which a fmall fhell, of a kind that is to be 
picked up every where, is to (Ted to him by one of 
the attendants. Whilll he is eating he frequently 
drinks a fmall quantity of fait water, either out of a 
cocoa-nut (hell which is placed by him, or out of the 
hand. If he ears fifh it is d retted and w rapped up in 
canvas ; the hfh bcimr broken into a cocoa-nut of fait 
water, he feeds himfelf by taking up a piece with the 
fingers of one hand, and bringing with it as much of 
the filt water as he can retain in the hollow of his 
palm. 

When he dines on fl' fh, a piece of bamboo is tolled 
to him to ferve as a knife ; having fplit it tranfverfely 
with his nail, it becomes fit for ufe, and with this he 
divides the lieJh. He crams a great, quantity into his 
11: ouch at a time, and ends his repaft by lipping fome 
bread -ft uit pounded and mixed with- water, till it is 
brought to the conhflency of an unbaked cultard. He 
then wafhes his mouth and hands ; at the fame time 
the attendants clofe the cocoa-nut Shells that have been 
ufed, and place every thing that is left in a kind of 
balket. 

Thole of the higher clafi are fed by women;. land, 
fuch is their averfion to feeding thcmfelvcs, that one 
of the chiefs, on a vifiton board an European veflel,' 
would have gone without his dinner, if one of the lei - 
vants had not fed him. 

A party of the Engl i Hi hail an opportunity of ob- 
ferving a lingular in fiance of gluttony. Arriving, 
upon an exc union, at a neat houfe, they faw a very 
corpulent man, who feemed to be a chief of the dis- 
trict, lolling at his cafe, while two iervants were pre- 
paring hisdeferr, by beating up with water fome bread- 
fruit and bananas in a large wooden bowl, and mixing 
it with a quantity of fermented four pallc ; while .this 
was doing, a wom.'n who fat near him crammed) into 
his throat, by lundfuls, the remains of a large baked 
fifh and fome bread- fruit, which he fwallowcd molt 
voraeioufly. 1 Je had a heavy phlegmatic countenance 
which feemed to indicate, that all his enjoyment centered 
in the gratification of his appetite, or, in other word.i, 
that he wifhed to iive meiely to gormandize. 

The natives of this ifland appear to have an aveifion 
to flrong liquors, their chief di ink being water or milk 
of the cocoa-nut. If any of them became intoxicated 
by drinking too fjccly with the J e amen, they ever 
after refuted the liquor which had produced that effect. 
They have the plant already mentioned called ava ava, 
but they ule the liquor from it with great moderation. 
Son u times they chew die root, and ibmctimcs cat it 
wholly. 

One of out counuymcn,a man of peculation, made 
particular inquiry concerning the nature of the per* 
funic- root, wi ill which the natives perfume their cloaths 
and oils. One of them more communicative than the 
re It pointed out 10 him fevtral plants, which are fome- 
times ufed as fwbliitutcsj but he would not or could 
not point out the real plants. Recording to the ac- 



counts received afterwards, there are no lefs than four- 
teen different plants ufed in the preparation of perfume, 
fiom which it appears that thefe people were particularly 
fond of a compound of fmells. 

From the excellency of their climate, and fimplicity 
o f their vegetable food, difeafes in general do not. 
prevail fo much in this ifland as in many others. The 
natives, however, are fubject to leprous complaints, 
which appear in cutaneous eruptions. Some had ul- 
cers in different parts of their bodies, but they were fo 
little regarded, that no application was made, even 
to keep off the flies. 

'j hey are fometimes afflicted with cholics and coughs, 
and thofe who live luxurioufly are liable to the attack 
of a diforder fimilar to the gout. It is affirmed by 
Monfleur De Bougainville's furgeon, that many had 
evident marks of die fmall pox. 

The crew of the French fhip that vifited this ifland 
a fhort time after Captain Wallis had left it, are fakl 
to have entailed the venereal difeafe upon the natives. 
Above half of Captain Cook's people, in 1769, had 
contracted it during a ftay of three months. The na- 
tives diftinguifhed it by a name implying rottennefs, 
but of a more extenfive Signification. They defcribed 
the fuffcrings which the firft victims to its rage endur- 
ed in the moft moving terms; and aflured our people 
that it caufed the hair and nails to rot off, and the 
rlcfh to rot from the bones ; that it excited fuch dread 
and horror among the inhabitants, that the infected 
were abandoned by duir neareft relations, and fuffered 
to peiifh in extreme milcry. But they feem fince to 
have foun<\ out a Specific remedy for it, as none were 
feen labouring under the dreadful Symptoms before men- 
tioned upon future vihts. 

The management of the lick belongs to the priefts, 
whofe method of cure generally confifts in pronounc- 
ing a let form of words, after which the leaves of the 
cocoa tree plant are applied to the fingers and toes of 
the (ick ; fo that nature is left to conflict with the dif- 
eafe without the afliiiaucc of art. 

Definite as they Hem to be of medical knowledge, 
they appear to pofleis confiderable fkiil in furger), 
which they difplaycd while the Dolphin lay in Port 
Royal harbour. One of the crew, who, on fliore, hap- 
pened to run a large iplinter into his foot, and the 
f lbrgcon not being at hand, one of his comrades en- 
deavoured to take it out with a pen-knife ; but, after 
giving the man great pain, he was obliged CO defiil. 
An old native, of a friendly focial difpofu-ion, hap- 
pening to be prcfent, called a man of his country from 
the other fide of the river, who having examined the 
lacerated foot, fetched a fhell from the bench, which 
he broke to a point with his teeth, and wjth diis in- 
llrument laid open the wound and extracted the Splinter. 
Whije this operation was performing, the old man 
went a little way into a wood, and returned with ionic 
gum, which he applied to the wound with a piece of 
clean cloth that was wrapped round him, anil in the 
fpacc of two days it was perfectly healed. The furgeon 
of the lli ip procured fome of this gum, which wjw 
produced by the apple -tree, and ufed it as a vulnerary 
ballitm with great fuccefs. 

When Captain Cook was here in I7°9> he faw 
many of the natives with dreadful fears, and amon c »it 
the reil, one man, whole face was almofl entirely tUW 
rroyed, his uofc-bonc included was quite flat, and one 
check and one eye were fo beaten in, that the hollow 
would almolt receive a man's fill, yet no ulcer icmainuh 
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ture of blue and red on their feathers. There is ano- 
ther fort of a greenifh colour, with a few red fpots ; thefe 
were frequently feen tame in the houfes of the natives, 
who valued them for their red feathers. Here is a 
king-fifher of a dark green, with a collar of the fame 
hue round his white throat; a large cuckoo and a blue 
heron. There are fmall birds of various kinds which 
harbour in the (hade of the bread-fruit and other trees. 
Contrary to the commonly received notion, that birds 
in warm climates are not remarkable for their fong, 
thefe have a very agreeable note. 

The domeftic poultry here are cocks and hens, ex- 
actly like thofe in Europe. There are befides wild- 
ducks, alio turtle-doves, and large pigeons of a dark 
blue plumage and excellent tafte. 

The only quadrupeds in the ifland are hogs, dogs 
and rats. The natives are faid to have a fcrupulous 
regard for the latter, and that they will by no means 
kiU them. But Captain Cook in 1773, turned a num- 
ber of cats on the ifland, from which, it is reafonable to 
fuppofc, the number of thefe favoured vermin mult be 
reduced. 

Flies were found very troublefome when our coun- 
trymen firft arrived here ; but mufquito nets and fly- 
flaps in fome nieafure removed tne inconvenience. 
Voyagers differ much in their accounts of thefe infects. 
One fays, that the natives, from a religious principle, 
will not kill them : another, that this ifland is not in- 
fefted by thofe myriads of troublefme infects common 
to other tropical countries : and a third, that not a 
knat o: mufquito hummed unpleafantly, or raifed an 
apprehenfion of its bite. 

From thefe different accounts it appears, that this 
Inconvenience is felt at a certain feafon of the year, 
and in certain parts of the country more fenfibly than 
at other times and in other places. Here were found 
neither frogs, toads, fcorpions, centipedes, or any kind 
of ferpent. The only troublefome animal was the ant, 
of which there were but few. 

They have fifli in great variety, and of excellent fla- 
vour. Their principal employment is to catch, and 
their principal luxry to eat, them. 

They make ropes and lines, and thereby provide 
themfelves with fifhing-nets of the bark of a tree, which 
fupplies the want of hemp : of the fibres of the cocoa- 
nut they make thread, with which they fatten the dif- 
ferent parts of their canvas, and fubferve odier pur- 
pofes, 

Their flming-lines are made from the bark of a 
nettle which grows on the mountains, and is called 
crawa ; they arc capable of holding any kind of fifli. 
Their hooks are made of mother-of-pearl, to which 
rhey fix a tuft of hair made to refemble a fifh. Inftead 
of being bearded, the point turns inwards. They have 
a kind of feme made of a coarfe broad grafs, the blades 
of which arc like flags. Thefe they twin: and tie to- 
gether in a loofe manner, till the neck, which is a- 
bout as wide as a large fack, is fiom 60 to 80 fathoms 
long. This feine they haul in fhoal, fmooth water, 
and us own weight keeps it lb dole to the ground, 
that iearcelv a Angle fiih can cfcape. They have har- 
poons made of cane, and pointed with hard wood 
wnh which they can unite fifli mom effectually than 
an kuropean can with one loaded with iron. They 
have no method, however, of fee u ring a fifli when they 
have only pierced it with their harpoon, as the inftru- 
mcnt is nor (aliened to a line. Pieces of coral are ufed 
as files to form mother-of-pearl and other h rd (hells 
info the fli »pe required. 

Infoimuion was received from a native, that there 
•tn; lea Inakrs on tlm call, whole bite is mortal. 

1 he clue! man-.fad.ure o! Ouhcilc is cloth: of this 
lure are three loirs, all whUi are made out of the 
bark of dilKTi-m trees namely, the mulberry, die 
h ead f it and a tree wind, bears fome refemhlance 
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*;i lU mu ' m »;» <! 'T>- u ^ The nrft of thefe 
ucrs the hneu, which is feldom worn but by thofe 
>c lull rank. The next fort is rrmdc of the breu - 



fruit tree; and the laft: of that which. rcfembles the 
wild fig-tree. But this laft fort, though the coarfeft, 
is fcarcer than any of the other two, which are manu- 
factured only in fmall quantities, as the fame manner 
is ufed in manufacturing all thele cloths. The fol- 
lowing defcription will furnce fcr the reader's inform-* 
at ion. 

The bark of the tree being ftripped off, is foaked in 
water for two or three days ; they then take it out 
and feparate the inner bark from the external coat, by 
fcraping it with a fhell, after which it is fpread out 
on plantain leaves, placing two or three layers over 
one another, care being taken to make it of an equal 
thicknefs in every part. In this ftate it continues till it 
is almoft dry, when it adheres fo firmly, that it may 
be taken from the ground without breaking. After 
this procefs, it is laid on a fmooth board and beaten 
with an inftrument made for the purpofe, of the com- 
pact heavy wood called Etoa. The inftrument is a- 
bout fourteen inches long, and about feven in circum- 
ference ; it is of a quadrangular fhape, and each of the 
four fides is marked with longitudinal grooves or fur- 
rows, differing in this inftance, that there is a regular 
gradation in the widtli and depth of the grooves on 
each of the fides j the coarfer fide not containing more 
than ten of thefe furrows, while the rineft is furnifhed 
with above fifty. It is with that fide of the mallet 
where the grooves are deepen: and widen: that they be- 
gin to beat their cloth, and proceeding regularly, 
finifh with that which has the greateft number. By 
this beating, the cloth is extended in a manner fimilar 
to the gold that is formed into leaves by the hammer ; 
and it is alfo marked with fmall channels refembling 
thofe which are vifible on paper, but rather deeper ; 
it is in general beat very thin ; when they want it 
thicker than common, they take two or three pieces 
and pafte them together with a kind of glue prepared 
from the root called Pea. This cloth becomes ex- 
ceeding white by bleaching, and is dyed of a red, yel- 
low, brown, or black colour ; the firft is exceeding 
beautiful, and equal, if not fuperior, to anv in Eu- 
rope. They make the red colour from the mixture of 
the juices of two vegetables, neither of which ufed fe- 
paratelyhas this effect:. 

The whole procefs of making cloth is performed by 
women who are drefTed in old dirty rags of this cloth, 
and have very hard hands. They prepare a red dye" 
which is made by mixing the yellow juice of a fmall 
fpecies of fig, called by the natives mattee* with the 
greenifh juice of a fort of fern, or of feveral plants 
which produce a bright crimfon, and this the women 
rub with their hands if the whole piece is to be uni- 
formly of the fame colour ; or they make ufe of a 
bamboo reed if it is to be marked or fprinkled with 
different patterns. This colour fades very foon, and 
becomes of a dirty red, befides being liable to be fpoil- 
ed by rain, or other accidents. The cloth, however, 
which is dyed, or rather flained with it, is highly va- 
lued by the natives, and worn only by thofe of 
rank. 

Their matting manufacture is very confiderable : ir 
conftitutes a great part of their employment, and may- 
be faid, in its produce, to excel any in Europe. The 
materials they work up for this puipofe are rufhes, 
grafs, the bark of trees, anil the leaves of a plant they 
call ivharraw. The ufes to which they apply their 
matting are various : on that of the canvas kind they 
fleep in the night and fit in the day. The fine foit the y 
convert into upper garments in rainy weather, as their 
cloth is loon wetted through. 

They are very dexterous at bafket and wicker work • 
both men and wonien are employed at it, and they make 
them of many different patterns. 

A dramatic haiva, or play, confifls of dancing and a 
kind of comedy, or rather farce. The performers are 
of both fexes; The roufic on this oeealion confills of 
drums only i it lads about an hour mid an half, or two 
hours, and upon the whole is generally well conducted. 

Some 
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Some part of one of thefc haivas feemed formed on 
the circurnftance of the vifit made them by the Eu- 
ropeans, as the names by which they called feveral of 
our countrymen were introduced. The dancing drefs 
of one of the women who fuftained a part in this di- 
verfion was elegant, heing decorated with long taficls 
made of feathers, hanging from the waift down- 
wards. 

One of their dances is called Timor e dee y which is 
performed by eight or ten young girls, and confifts of 
foofe attitudes and geftures, in which they are trained 
from their infancy. Their motions are fo very regu- 
lar, as icarcely to be excelled by die beft performers 
upon any of the ftages of Europe. 
• Their principal mulical inftruments are the flute and 
the drum. Their flutes have only two ftops, and there- 
fore found no more than four notes by half tones. 
They are founded like our German-flute, only the per- 
former, inftead of applying it to the mouth, blows it 
with one noftril, flopping the other with his thumb. 
They are made of a hollow bamboo about a foot long. 
To the flops they apply the fore finger of the left hand, 
and the middle finger of the right. While thefe in- 
ilruments are founding, others ling and keep time to 
them. The drum is made of a hollow block of wood, 
of a cylindrical form, folic! at one end and covered at 
the other with ;i fhark's fkin. They are beaten with 
their hands inftead of flicks. Their fkill extends to 
turning of two drums of different notes into concord : 
they can likewife bring their flutes into unifon. Their 
longs arc generally extemporary and in rhime. 

When they are to exhibit the performance of wrcft- 
ling, die combitants who are naked, except a cloth 
fattened about the waifl, enter the area, and walk (lowly 
round it in a (looping poflure, with their left hands on 
their right breads, and their right hands open, with 
which they frequently fir ike the left fore arm, fo as to 
produce a quick fmart found, which is their manner 
of giving a general challenge to all prefent. This 
done, each proceeds to lingle out his particular anta- 
gonist, which is done by joining the finger-ends of 
both hands, and bringing them to the breall, at the 
fame time moving the elbow up and down with a quick 

motion. If the pcrfon to whom this is add reflect ac- 
cepts the challenge, he gives the fame figns, and im- 
mediately both parties put thcmfclves in an attitude 
to engage. The next minute they dole, each endea- 
vouring to lay hold of the other, fir ft by the thighs, 
and if that fails, by the hand, the hair, the cloaths, 
or wherever he can. When this is effected, they grap- 
ple without the leafl dexterity or fkill, till one of them 
having a moie advantageous hold, or mufeular force, 
throws the other on his back. When the contcll is 
over, the old men amongft the fpectators give their 
plaudits in a few words, which they repeat together 
in a kind of tone. The conqueror is generally cele- 
brated with three huzzas. 

The entertainment being fufpended a few minutes, 
another company of wrcftlers come forward and en- 
gage in the fame manner : if neither is thrown after a con- 
teft of about a minute, they part, either by con lent or 
the intervention of friends, and then each flaps his 
arm as a challenge to a new engagement. A Angular 
inftance of the placidity of thefe people is, that the 
conquerors do not exult, nor the vanquiflied repine at 
the event of the conflict •> but the whole is carried on 
with perlecl good will and good humour. 

They have alio an exercife of throwing the lance, not 
at a matk, but for diftancc. The weapon is about 
nine feet long - t the mark is the bowl oi the plantain, 
and the diftancc about twenty yards* 
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S ILCTION V. 

went* King. Naval Armaments. Lances, Wea- 
pons. Tools. Swimming. TmJ/ic. 

I T 11 r< fpeft to the form of government in 
Otaheite, it bears rcfcrnblancc^ in point of fub- 



ordination, to the early date of all the nations in ! u 
rope when under the feudal fyftem. The people ar* 
divided into four ranks or claffes, viz. Earee RakL s 
fignifying king, or luperior governor; Ear?e amVering 
to the title of baron; Manahonni to that of varft), and 
Towtow to that of villain, according to the old law 
term amongft us. Under the latter is included die 
lowed order of the people* 

. The Earee Rabie or king, of which there are twa- 
in this ifland, (that is one belonging to each of the 
peninfulas of which it confifts), is treated with great 
refpect by all ranks of people. The Eezrees, or batons, 
are lords of one or more of the diftricls into which 
thefe governments are divided. Thefe part their ter- 
ritories into lots among the Manahounis, who refpect- 
ively fuperintend the' cultivation of the lot they hold 
under the baron. The laborious work in general i* 
done by the.? "oiv tows. Each of t lie lb Earees maintains 
his own dignity, and has a retinue chiefly coinpofed of 
the younger brothers of their own tribe, who hold par- 
ticular offices under diem. 

As children in this country fucceed to the title and 
authority of their fathers as foon as diey are bo*n, 
the fovercignty of the king of courfe ceafes as foon ;is 
he has fon born. It is fo likewife with the Earee^ 
or baron, as the fon fucceeds to the titles and ho-t 
nours of his father as foon as he is born. He is indeed 
reduced to the rank of a private man, all marks of 
refpect being transferred to the fon. But here it is pro- 
per to obierve with refpeel to the former, that a regent 
is chofen, and the father generally retains his power 
under that title, till the fon becomes of age ; and as 
to the latter, that the etlates remain in his pofiefli.ai 
and under the management of the father to the fame 
period. 

The fubordination of the Towtows, or lower claf*, 
deferves attention. Though employed in feeding the 
animals for their luxurious chiefs, they are not fufrered 
to taflc a morfel of their food. They undergo, with- 
out daring to repine, the fevereft chaftifemenrs, if 
through the unavoidable means of a concourfe, they 
prefs upon or incommode the king or any chief in his 
progrels ; and this fubordination is preferved without 
any formal power vcflcd in the king to enforce it. ilc. 
does not appear to have any military force, either to 
pwe his fubjects into obedience, or fupprefs a fpceies 
of rebellion. He has no body Or life guard; the ba- 
rons who attend his pcrfon do not go armed ; fo that 
the diftin<5lion of rank that is maintained here mull he 
attributed to the placid and complacent difpofition of 
the people in general. 

Notwithstanding this diftinction of rank, and it* 
confequent fubordination, the nece Maries of life are 
within the reach of every individual, at the expence of 
very moderate labour ; and if the higher clafs poflcK 
exclufivcly fomc articles of luxury, as pork, ft Hi, fowl* 
and cloth, there arc no objects here Jo extremely del- 
titute and wretched as thofe which too often flunk the 
humane beholder in more civilized dates. 

The conduct of thefe people does not appear to be 
under the rellricYion of any dated form of government. 
l'Yom divers can fes very few actions among them are 
deemed criminal. They have no idea of the ufe of 
money ; though adultery is held ei jruinal, y< t as coin u- 
hinage with unmarried women is exempt from thar 
imputation, it takes off from the temptation to it. 
Helidc., in a country where there is very little or 
none at all of that delicacy prevalent' in more en- 
lightened or civilized pair of i he vm Id, a predilection 
for any one woman !•; not liable to be attended with 
any ferious conlequenees. 

Adultery, however, is lometimes punifhed with 
death from the hands of the injured party, when under 
the influence of a palhon naturally excited by fueh a 
caufe i though in general the women, if detected, only 
undergo a levere heating, and the gallunt j wiles un- 
noticed. 

The principal defect in the government of this coun- 
try 
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contending parties are determined ro conquer, or dir. 
Indeed, in this inftance, one or the other mu ft infal- 
libly happen ; for they never give quarter unleis it be 
to referve their prifoncrs for a more cruel death the 
following day. All the power and flrength of thefe 
Iflands lie in their navies. 

A general engagement on land was never heard of; 
and all their decifive actions are on the water. When 
the time and place of battle are fixed by both parties, 
the preceding day and night are fpent in feafting and 
diverfions. When the day dawns, they launch the ca- 
noes, make every neceflary preparation, and with the 
day begin the battle ; the fate of which, in general, 
decides the difpute. The vanquifhed endeavour to 
fave themfelves by a precipitate flight j and thofe who 
reach the lhore fly with their friends to the mountains ; 
for the victors, before their fury abates, lpare neither 
the aged, women or children, They affemble the next 
day at the Morai, to return thanks to the Eatooa for 
the victory, and offer there the flain and the prifo- 
ners as facrifices. A treaty is then fet on foot j and 
the conquerors obtain ulually their own terms ; where- 
by large diftridb of land, and even whole iflands, fome- 
times change their proprietors and mailers. 

Their naval armament was acknowledged by one of 
our moft celebrated navigators to have exceeded every 
idea he had formed of* the power of this finall ifland. 
The fame remark was made of their dock yards, in 
which were large canoes, fome lately built, and others 
building ; two of which were the largeft ever feen in 
that fea, or any where elfe under that name. 

The power and confequence of the ifland never ap- 
peared to fuch advantage as when, upon another oc- 
cafion, the fleet of war canoes was afTembled: The 
amount of thofe collected was 1 5 9 of the largeft, be- 
fides 70 fmaller ones. The concourfe of people was 
more furprifing than the number of canoes ; for, upon 
a moderate computation, they could not contain left 
than fifteen hundred warriors, and four thoufand row- 
ers or paddlers. Our countrymen were given to un- 
derftand, that this formidable fleet was only the naval 
force of a Angle diftridt, and that all the others could 
furnilh a naval armament in proportion to their number 
and fize. 

The officers were drefled in their war habits, which 
confided of a great quantity of cloth, turbans, breaft- 
plates and helmets ; fome of the latter were of fuch a 
length as greatly to encumber the wearer. 

Their whole drefs appeared rather calculated for (how 5 
than ufe, and not adapted to the pnrpofe defigned. 
The veflels being decorated with flags, ftreamers, 6rc, 
made upon the whole a noble appearance. 

They have two kinds of canoes, one they call Iva- 
hahs, the other Pahies ; the former is ufed for fhort 
voyages at fea, and the latter for long ones, Thefe 
boats do not differ either in fhape or fize, but they are 
in no degree proportionate, being from fixty to feventy 
feet in length, and not more than the thirtieth part in 
breadth. Some are employed in going from one iflanl 
to another, and others ufed for fifhino. There is alfo 
the Ivahah, which ferves for war j mcfe are by far the 
longeft, and the head and flern arc con fiderably above 
the Tbody. Thefe Ivahahs are fattened together fide by 
fide when they go to fea, at the difiance of a few feet, 
by ftrong wooden poles, which arc laid acrofs then 
and joined to each fide. A ftagc or platform is raifed 
on the forepart, about ten or twelve feet long, upon 
which (land the fighting men, whofc mi (Tile weapons 
arc flings and fpears. Beneath thefe ftnges the rowers 
fit, who fupply the place of thofe who arc wounded 
The nlhing Ivahahs are from thirty or forty to ten feet 
in length, and thofe for travelling have a finall houfc 
fixed on board, which is faftenca upon the fore-part, 
for the better accommodation of perfons of rank, 
who occupy them both day and night. The Pahies 
differ alfo in fize, being from fixty to feventy feet 
long, they are alfo very narrow, and are fometimes 
ufed for righting, but chiefly for long voyages. 

O In 



who inflicts punifhmen 



delinquent at his own win, without any. reftri(fbon. 
The chiefs, however, in ads of flagrant violation of 
juftice and humanity, fometimes interpofe. 

The fervants of the higher clafs are diftinguifhed by 
a peculiar drefs, refembling what we call liveries. They 
wear their fafhes higher or lower in proportion to the 
rank of their mailers. The fervants of the chiefs 
are diftinguiihed by the fafli being fattened clofe un- 
der the arm; thofe of the inferior, rank of nobility by 
its going round the loins. One cirtumftance which 
does honour to their fyftem of government is, the ob- 
taining immediate information of any defign that is 
formed. As a proof of this it is obferved, that one 
of the water caflcs being ftolen from an European vef- 
lel in the night ; the tranfaction next morning was uni- 
verfally known among the Indians, though, it was 
evident* the theft was committed in a diftant part of 
the ifland. By the fame means the Europeans were 
apprifed of a iimilar intent the following night; fo 
Chat in confequence of placing a centinel over the 
caflcs, the thief who came accordingly was difap- 
pointed of his booty. 

It feemed that feveral parts of the ifland were pri- 
vate property, defcending to the heir of the poflfeflbr 
at his death, and that defcent appeared to fall indif- 
crirninately to man or woman. 

One of the two kings is fuperior in title to the other 5 
the Earee, or king, of the greater peninfula, aflbming 
the title of the king of the whole ifland, though the 
fmaller peninfula is governed by a king. 

The number of the inhabitants of one diftricl of the 
ifland was eftimatcd at 0400, women and children in- 
cluded. 

As there were frequent wars between the two king- 
doms, there was of courfe a neceflity for keeping up a 
Handing naval armament. Captain Cook, on a certain 
occafion, receiving information from Otoo the king, 
that the war canoes of feveral of his diftricts were a- 
bout to undergo a general review, went in his boat to 
take a furvey of it. 

Their war canoes which are with'ftages whereon they 
fight, amount to about 60 in number and there are 
nearly as many more of a fmaller fize. The captain 
was ready to have attended them to Oparrce ; but the 
chiefs refolved that they would not move till the next 
day. This happened to be a fortunate delay j as it 
afforded him an opportunity of getting fome fight into 
their manner of fighting. He therefore defired Otoo 
to give orders, that fome of them fhould go through 
the neceflary manoeuvres. Two of them were accord- 
ingly ordered into the bay; in one of which were the 
king, Capt. Cook and an officer, and one of the i (landers 
went on board another. As foon as they had got fuf- 
ficient fea room they faced and advanced, and retreated 
by turns as quick as their rowers could paddle. In 
the mean time, the warriors on the ftages flourifhed 
their weapons, and played a variety of antic tricks, 
which could anfwer no other purpofe than that of rouf- 
jng their pnflions, to prepare them for the onfet. The 
king flood by rhe fide of the ftages, giving the necef- 
fary orders when to advance, and when to retreat. 
Great judgment and a quick eye feems to be neceflary 
in this department, to feize every advantage, and to 
avoid every ili fad vantage. At length the two canoes 
clofgd ftagc to ftage ; and after a fevere%iough fliort 
conflict, all the troops on Otoo's ftage were iuppofcd 
to be killed, and the oppofite party boarded them j 
when inflantly Otoo and the paddlers in the canoe, 
leaped into the fi a, as if reduced to the neceflity of pre* 
lerving thrir lives by fwirnmtog. 

But their naval engagements are not always con- 
ducted in thk manner j for they fometimes lafh the 
two veflels together head to head, and fight till all 
the warriors on one fide or the other are killed i yet 
thk clofe combat it n«vcr praftifed, except when the 
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In going from one ifland to another they are out fome- 
timcs a month, and often at Tea a fortnight or twenty 
days i and if they had convenience to ltow more pro- 
visions, they could flay out much longer. Thele vef- 
fels are very ufeful in landing, and putting off* from the 
fhore in a iurf, for by their gre.it length and high ftern 
they landed dry, when the F.nglifli boats could icarce- 
ly land at all. 

They arc very curious in the conftruction of thefe 
vefftls, the thief parts or pieces whereof" are formed fe- 
parately without either f;rw, duffel, or any other iron 
tool, which rentiers their fabrication more furprifing 
ami worthy obfervation. Thele parts being prepared, 
the keel is fixed upon blocks, and the planks are fup- 
ported with props, till they are fewed or joined to- 
gether with ftrong plaited thongs, which are pa fled 
feveral times through holes bored with a duffel of 
bone fiich as they commonly make ule of, and when 
finifhed, they are fufficiently tight without caulking. 

Their inftrurnents of war are clubs, fpears and 
froncs. They ufe their flings as before obferved vuth 
great dexterity. They have likewile bows and arrows; 
hut the arrows aic of no other ufe than merely to 
bring down a bird, being headed only with a flone, 
and none of them pointed. Their targets are of a 
femicirciilar form, made of wicker work and plaited 
firings of the c ocoa-nut fibres, covered with glorfy blu- 
ifh green" f eri thcrs, and ornamented with mark's teeth , 
eurioufly difplayed. 

The tools which thefe people make ufe of for build- 
ing houfes, conflructing canoes, hewing Hones, and 
for cleaving, carving and polifhing timber, confift of 
nothing more than an adze of ftone, and. a chiflTel of 
bone, moft commonly that of a man's arm ; and for a 
file or polifher, they make ufe of a rafp of coral and co- 
ral fand. The blades of rheir adzes are extremely 
tough, but not very hard ; tbey make them of various 
fizes, thofe for felling wood weigh fix or feven pounds, 
and others which are nfed for carving, only a few 
OMnces ; they are obliged every minute to fharpen them 
on a Hone, which is always kept near them for that 
p\u\)ofc. T he mofl difficult tafk they meet with in 
the ufe of thele tools, is the felling of a tree, which 
employs a great number of hands for feveral clays to- 
gether. The tree which is in general ufe is called 
Aoi, thefiem of which is ft rait and tall. Some of the 
fmaller boars- are made of the bread-fruit tree, which 
is wrought without much difficulty, being of a light 
fpongy nature. Inltead of planes they ufe their adzes 
with great dexeritv. Their canoes are all fhaped with 
the hand, the Indians not being acquainted with the 
met' lod of warping a plank. 

The amazing expertnefs of the natives in fwimming 
has been patticularly noticed by voyagers. It is re^ 
latcd that on a pan of the fhore where a tremendoufly 
high furf broke, infbpiuch that no European boat could 
live, ami rhe heft fwimmcr in Europe could not pre- 
ferve himfelf fiom drowning, if by any accident he 
had been expo fed to its fury, ten or eleven Indians 
were fwiipining h<ye for their amufemenr. If a furf 
broke near them they dived under it and role again on 
rhe <>f hi I fide. They availed themli Ives greatly of the 
llem of an old canoe, which they took before them and 
fwan our with it as far as the outcrmoft breach, when 
two or three getting into it and turning the fquare end 
to the breaking wave, were driven towards the fhore 
with incredible rapidity, Ibmctimes almofl to tin- beach; 
bur generally the wave broke over them before they 
j'ot half way, in which cafe they dived and rofe on the 
other fide with the canoe in their hands, and fwim- 
ming; our with it again, were again driven back. Du 
ling this arduous effort, none of the fwimmcrs at- 
tempted to come on fhore, but feemed to enjoy the lport 

in the highell degree. 

It is fun hu added, that a bead intended to have 
been chopped into a canoe, having accidently i\\l\cn 
into the lea, a little boy about fix years old jumped 
immediately overboard, and, diving after it, recover- 



ed his jewel. Our officers, to encourage the child; 
dropped more: beads, which excited the defire of a 
number of both fexes of the natives to amufe the 
itrangers with their feats in the water ; they dlv :d, and 
not only brought up feveral beads fcattered at once, 
but likewife large nails, which, from their weight, 
defcended quickly to a confidcrable depth. Swimmji g 
feems to be familiar to both fexes from the earlieft chile 4 , 
hood, and the pliancy of their limbs and eafy pofitiom 
in the water were moft amazing, and feemed to indi- 
cate that they were a kind of amphibious creatures. 

The ftate of traffic in this country was found to be 
fluctuating ; for Captain Cook obferves, that on his 
former voyages the moft valuable commodities were 
new axes, hatchets, fpikes, large nails, looking glaf. 
fes, knives and beads ; whereas a total change took 
place on his laft vifit. Feathers, of which great quan- 
tities had been procured at the Friendly Iflands, were 
now held in univerfal eftimation. Amongft other ufes, 
thefe were applied to that of adorning the drefs of their 
warriors. 

Feathers alfo at this time became an article of the 
higheft value with the women, and of courfe objects 
which attracted their particular attention. They f tiled 
them Oora, and they feemed to have been prized e- 
qual to jewels in Europe. 

The moft attractive were thofe celled ooravine, which 
grow on the head of the green parroquer, and the na- 
tives foon became judges competent to diftinguifh the 
fuperior from the inferior forts. Our people endea- 
voured to impofe dyed feathers upon them for thoJe 
of a genuine colour j but all their arts of deception 
were abortive. The rage for the pofTeffion of feathers 
became boundlefs, and they were the wages of prof ti- 
tution with females in general; nor did even hufbands 
feem to difcountenance them in throwing out allure- 
ments to our countrymen to obtain pofleflion of them. 
To fuch a degree of phrenzy did their .defire for this 
article prevail, that a fingle little feather was preferred 
to a bead or a nail, and a very fmall piece of cloth 
clofely covered with them was received with a rap- 
ture of delight equal to any that could be excited in 
the mind of an European on the preformation of a 
diamond of the firft magnitude. Their warriors ex- 
, changed their very helmets for red feathers, and the 
1 failors purchafed targets innumerable with them. 

Their curious and fingular mourning drefles, which 
formerly had been prized fo highly, were dilpofed of 
when feathers became the objects of barter. Captain 
Cook prefented one of thefe mourning drefTes to the 
Britifh Mufeum. 

The iflanders alfo at this time difcovered great in- 
clination for bafkets, clubs and painted cloth, and 
were executively taken with the mats of Tongataboo, 
though, in general they refemble thofe of their own 
' manufacture. Our people, however, availed them- 
felves of this dilpofition, and impofed on them, under 
another name, the very mats they had formerly pur- 
chafed at Otaheite, and they had more fuccefs in this 
deception, than in the impofuion of dyed feathers. 



SECTION VI. 

Longevity. Marriages. Religion. Human Sacrifices. 
Particular Cuftoms. Morais. Burials. Mourning. 

TVTOTWITHSTANDING the damp air to which 

the inhabitants of Otaheite are inevitably ex- 
pofed, and particularly thofe of the lower clafs, from 
the conduction of their huts, they are in general 
healthy and robult, live to an advanced age without, 
being much incommoded by infirmities, retain their 
intellectual powers, and prefcrve their teeth to the laft. 
Monf. de Bougainville, the J ; rench navigator often re- 
ferred to, deferibes an old man, who had no other trait 
of age than that venciable on<- which is imprinted on 
a fine figure. Silver locks and a white beard adorned 

his 
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his head. His body was nervous and his fleft folid. 
He had neither wrinkles or any other tokens of decre- 
Side. This man, however, fo refpeftabk in appear- 
ance feened averfe to the fociety of (trailers: he 
was orally regardlefs of their . carets, and gave no in- 
dications of fear, aftonifhment, or cunofitv. Thofe 



SXthat exited ^the 'rapture of the mu jritude had 
no charms for him: he accounted them baubles from 
which confideration it appeared that his mind was as 
found and unimpaired as his body. 

The fame navigator relates, that his people found 
upon this ifland five or fix men of moil Angular ap- 
pearance. Their flcins were of a dead white *e the 
nofe of awhitehorfe, fcurfy, covered with a kind of 
down and of a hue that could not admit of being 
termed complexion. The hair on their heads, eye- 
brows and beards were of the fame dead white : they 
had eyes refembling thofe of a ferret, and were re- 
markably near fighted. They were, upon the whole, 
confulered as being of no particular race of mankind, 
nor did they appear to propagate beings fimilar to them- 
felves. 

Marriages in this ifland do not come vnder the cog- 
nizance or fanaion of the priefts, being merely fecular 
contracts, abftracled from any folemn tie, or formal 
ceremony. But if the priefts are deprived of the be-' 
nefits that might refult from marriages, if under the 
lift of their functions', they are amply compenfated by 
an exc lu five right to perform the ceremony of tattow- 
ing, which being univerfally adopted' mtift be very lu- 
crative, and furnilh them with all the luxuries of life. 
The males in general undergo a kind of circumcifion, 
which they intimate as done from a principle of clean- 
linefs: however, it is deemed a foul difgrace not to- 
fubmit to it. The performance of this ceremony is 
likewife the exclufive right of the priefts. 

The religion of thefe iflanders appears to be very my- 
ftcrious } and as the language adapted to it was diffe- 
rent from that which was Ipoken on other occafions, 
our voyagers were not able to gain much knowledge of 
it. All the information they could obtain in regard to 
this particular was, than the natives- imagined every 
thing in the creation to proceed from the conjunct ton of 
two perfons. One of thefe - (which they confider as the 
Hrft) they call Taroataihetoomo, and ; the other Tapapa ; 
and the year which they call Tettowmatatayo they fup- 
pofe to be the daughter of cheie two. »<Thcy alio ima- 
gine an inferior fort of deities, known by the name of 
Eatooas, two of whom, they fay, formerly inhabited 
the earth, and they fuppofe that the fir ft man and wo- 
man defcended from them. The Supreme BeingJthey 
ftile " The Caufer of Earthquakes but more fre- 
quently addrefs their prayers to Tane, whom they con- 
ceive to be a fon of the fiift progenitors of nature. 
They believe in the exiftence of the foul in a feperate 
ftate, and fuppofe that there are two fituations differing* 
in the degrees of happinefs, which they confider as re- 
ceptacles for different ranks, but not as places of re- 
wards and punifhments. Their notion is, that the 
chiefs and principal people will have the preference ro 
thofe of lower ranks. For as to their actions - they 
cannot conceive them to influence their future ftate, as 
they believe the deity takes no cognizance of them. 

It had been afTerted by Monf. Bougainville, on the 
teftimony of a native, whom he took with him to 
France, that human iacrificcs conftitute a part of the 
religious ceremonies of the people of Otaheftc. 

Captain Cook, however, defirous. of having farther 
information concerning fo interefling a' matter, went 
to a morai, or place of wodhip (which we (hall dc- 
(rnbe in courfe) acc6mpanied by captain Furneaux of 
the Adventure, having with them a teaman who fix>ke 
the language tolerably well, and feveral of the' nativci. 



affirmative. On enquiry being made whether they fa- 
crificed men to the Eatooa, the anfwer was taate erto, 
« bad man;" firft tiparrhy, beating them till they were 
dead. When the queftion was put, If good men wejre 
put to death in this manner, the reply was in the nega- 
tive. Being afked whether Towtows, that is, men of 
the loweft clafs, were ever thus facriflced, if good men, 
a native replied in the negative, repeating the words 
tnato eno, or bad men. It appeared, from what could 
be gathered upon this occafion, that men, for certain 
crimes, were condemned to be facriflced to the Deity, 
provided they did not poftefs any property to jrurchafe 
their redemption. But as more certain information, as 
well as a view of the ceremony, was obtained, by the 
laft mentioned navigators on the voyage following, we 
are thereby enabled to prefent our readers with fuch an 
account of the ceremony of human facrifices as we hope 
will prove fatisfa<5tory. 

Captain Cook receiving information that a man was 
to be facriflced at the great morai, at Attahooroo, where 
the prefence of the king (Otoo) was neccfiary, re- 
quefted the liberty to .accompany him, and be prefent 
at the folemnity. This being readily granted, he fee 
out, attended by fome officers arid others, and followed , 

by Omai in a canoe. 

As foon as they landed at Attahooroo, Otoo defired 
that the failors mi^ht be ordered to continue in the 
boat; and that the perfons prefent would take off. 
their hats as foon as they mould come to rfie Morai. 
To this they immediately proceeded, followed fc'y num- 
bers of men and fome boys j but not one woman was 
' prefent. They found four priefts with their afiiftahts ; 
waiting for them, and on their arrival the ceremonies 
commenced. The 1 dead body or facrifice was in a" 
; fmall canoe that lay on the beach fronting the Moral-' 
« Twa'oT the jpriefts, With feveral of their attendn fits,' 'were 
1 fitting by the. canoe that lay on the, beach ; r the others! 
at the Morai. The company flopped at tfre diftance 
of 20 or 30 paces from the pri(ft?. Here Otoo placed 
himfelf ; the European vifi tors and a few others Hand- 
ing by him, while the bulk of the people were re- 
moved to a greater diftance. The ceremonies ; now; J 
! commenced. One of the affiftants of the priefts brought ; 

a young plantain tree, and laid it down before, the : 
. king.- Another approached, bearing a fmall tuft of. 
' red feathers, twifted on fome fibres of the cocoa-nut' 
hufk, with which he touched one of Otoo's feet, and af- 
} terwards retired with it to his companions. One of 
i the priefts who were fea ted at the Morai then began a' 
! long prayer, and at particular times fent down young 

• plantain trees, which were placed upon the facrifice. 
During this prayer, one of the natives who ftood by 
the officiating prieft, held in his hands two bundles, in 
one of which, as was afterwards found, was the royal 
marb * and the other, if it maybe allowed the expfef- 
fion, the ark of the p^atooa. The prayer being firu'fli- 
ed, the 'priefts at the Morai, with t heir afliftanrs, went 

! and fat down by thofe who were- upon the beach, car- 
rying the two bundles with them. They here re- 

• ne wed their prayers - during which the plantain trees 
, were takefti, One by one, at various times, from oft* 
, the dead body, which, being wrapped up in cocoa- 
; leaves and fmall branches, was now taken out ol" the 

canoe and laid upon the 'beach. The priefts placed 
themlelves round it, fome (landing, and other, fit- 
' tirrg ; and one or more of them repeated fentences for 

• about ten minutes. The hotly was now dripped of die 
' leaves a*id branches, and placed parall 1 with the fea- 

fhore. Then one of the priefts Handing at the feet of 
the corpfe, pronounced a long prayer, in which hr was 
j joined oecafionally by others, each of them holding a 
tuft of red feathers in his hand. While this prayer w.m 
1 repeating, fome hair was pulled off the head of 



Obfervmg in the morai a kind of bier with a (bed \\\ the intended facrifice, -and- the Jeft eye was taken 
maul over it, on wluch lay a corpfe and lome provi.' U' out; both which behm wrapped in a jneen leaf, 
hons, enquiry was made if the plantains were, fur the 
hatooa or Divinity, and if they facriheed t<i him ho*s, 
dogs, fowls, Sic. To all this a native replied in the 
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; out j Dot 11 wlut 11 being wrapped in a g;ieen leaf, 
were prefrnted to the king, who> however, did nor 
touch, them, but gave to the man who brought them 
to him the tuft of red feathers which he had uceived 

from 



A NEW, ROYAL and- AUTHENTIC SYSTEM or UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY. 



Sf 

from Towha who was related to the king and chief o** 
the diftrict of Tettaha. This, with the eye and hair, 
were taken to the priefts. Not long after this the 
king fent them another bunch of feathers. 

In the courfe of this laft ceremony, a king-fifher 
making a noife, Otoo faid to Captain Cook, " That 
is the Eatooa*" and he feemed to confider it as a fa- 
vourable prognoftic. The corpfe was then carried a 
little way, and laid under a tree, near which were fix- 
ed three thin pieces of wood neatly carved in various 
figures. The bundles of cloth were placed on a part 
of the Morai and the tufts of red feathers were laid 
at the feet of the dead body, round which the priefts fta- 
tioncd themfelves ; and our people were at this time 
permitted to go as near as they pleafed. He who 
feemed to be the chief prieft fpoke for about a quar- 
ter of an hour, with different tones and geftures> 
fometimes appearing to expoftulate with the deceafed, 
at other times alking feveral queftions j then making 
various demands,, as if the dead body had power 
himfelf, or intereft with the deity, to engage him to 
grant iiich requefts ; among which, he defired him 
particularly to deliver Eimeo, Maheine its chief, the 
women, hogs, and other things of the ifland into their 
hands ; which was, indeed, the exprefs object of the , 
facrifice. He then prayed near half an hour, in a whin- 
ing tone, and two other priefts joined in the prayer, 
in the courfe of which one of them plucked fome more 
hair from the head of die corpfe, and put it upon one 
of the bundles. The high prieft now prayed alone, 
holding in his hand the feathers received from Towha. 
Having finilhed, he gave them to another prieft, who 
prayed in like manner : then all the tufts of feathers 
were placed upon the bundles of cloth, which conclud- 
ed the ceremony at this place. 

The dead body was now carried to the moft confpi- 
cuous part of the Morai, with the feathers, and the two 
bundles of cloth, while the drums beat ftowly. The 
feathers and bundles were laid againft a pile of ftones, 
and the body at the foot of them. The priefts hav- 
ing again feated themfelves round the corpfe, renewed 
their prayers, while fome of their afliftants dug a hole 
about the depth of two feet, into which they threw 
the victim, and covered it over with ftones and earth. 
While they were dcpofiting the body in the grave, a 
boy fqueaked aloud, upon which Omai told the cap- 
tain, it was the Eatooa. In the mean -time, a fire hav- 
ing been made, a lean dog half ftarved was prod 

ed, and killed by tw;fting the neck. The hair 

then finged off, and the entrails being, taken out, they 
were thrown into the fire, and left *here to be confurn- 
ed ; but the- kidney, heart and liver, were baked on 
heated ftones. 

The carcafe, after having been rubbed over with the 
blood of die animal, [were, with the liver, &c. laid 
down before the prieh% who were feated round the 
grave praying. The/, for fome time, uttered ejacu- 
lations over the dog, while two men, at intervals, 
beat very loud on two drums - % and a boy fcreamed in 
a loud fhrill voice diree times. This, they faid, was 
to invite the Eatooa to feaft on the banquet that they 
had prepared for him. 

When the priefts had finifhed their prayers, the 
body, heart, liver, 6ec. of the dog* were placed on a 
wharta, or fcaftbld, about fix feet in height, on which 
lay the remains of two other dogs, and of two pigs, 
that had been lately faci ificed. The. priefts and their 
attendants now gave a lhout, and, this -proclaimed the 
ceremonies ended for the prefent. 

The evening being arrived our people were con- 
ducted to a houfe belonging to PataJuou, twherc they 
were entertained and lodged for the ni(;nt. Having 
been informed, that the religions right. 1 * were to be re- 
newed the next day, theyl could not quit the place 
while any thing remained to be feen. 

En i ly in the morning they lepaircdtQ the fecne of 
action j su.J f • n afterwards a pig was facrificd, and 
laivl w t )iA\ the Umc fcaflbld with the others. About 
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eight o'clock Otoo took our party to the Morai, where 
the prieft and a great multitude of people were by this 
time aiTembled. The two bundles occupied the place 
where they had been depofited the preceding evening 5 
the two drums were in the front of the Morai, and 
the priefts were ftationed beyond them. The king 
placed himfelf between the drums, and defired Captain 
Cook to ftand by him. The ceremony commenced 
with bringing a young plantain tree, and laying it at 
the king's feet. A prayer was then repeated by the 
priefts, holding in their hands feveral tufts of red, and 
a plume of ollrich feathers which die commodore 
had prefented to Otoo on his firft arrival. 

When the priefts had ended the prayer, they change 
ed their ftation, and placed themfelves between our 
party and the Morai. One of them,, the fame who 
had performed the principal part ijie preceding day t 
began another prayer, which continued near half an 
hour. During the prayer, the tufts of red feathers were 
put, one by one, upon the ark of the Eatooa* Not 
long after, four pigs were produced, one of which 
was killed immediately, and the three others were ta- 
ken to a neighbouring ftye. 

One of the bundles was now Untied, and it contained 
the Maro with which the natives inveft their kings. . 
When taken out of the cloth, it was fpread on the 
ground at full length, before the priefts. It is a girdle 
about fifteen feet in length, and one foot and a quar- 
ter in breadth, and is probacy put on in the fame 
manner as the comrncn Maro, or pit>ce of cloth, ufed 
by thefe i (landers to wrap round the waift. It was 
ornamented with yellow and red feathers; but princi- 
pally with the former. One end of it was bordered 
with eight pieces, about the fize and figure of a 
horfe-ihoe, whpfe edges were fringed with black fea- 
thers ; the other end was forked, having the points of 
various lengths. The feathers were ranged in two 
rows, in fquare compartments, and produced a pleafing 
effect. They had been "firft fixed upon fome of the 
cloth of the iiland, and then fewed to the upper part 
of the pend ant, which Captain Wallis had left flying on 
fhore, the firft time of his arrival at Matavai. The 
priefts pronounced a long prayer, relative to this pact 
of the ceremony ; and after it was ended, the badge of 
royalty was folded up with great care and put into the 
cloth. 

The other bundle, already mentioned, under the 
name of the ark, was next opened at one end ; but 
our party were not permitted to approach - near enough 
to examine its myfterious contents. The intelligence 
they obtained re fpecting its contents was, that the Ea- 
tooa (or rather, what is fuppo&d to reprefent him) was 
concealed dierein. 

This facred repofitory is compofed of the twitted 
fibres of the hulk of die cocoa-nut, and its figure is 
nearly circular, with one end conGderably thicker than 
the other. The pip that had been killed was by this 
time cleaned, and its entrails taken out. Thefe hap- 
pened to have many of thofe convulfive motions, which 
frequently appear, indifferent parts, when an 'animal is 
killed ; and this was coniiderea as a very favourable 
omen. After having been cxpofed for fome time, the 
entrails were carried and laid down before the prieibv 
one of whom clofely infpected them, turning tfhem for 
this purpofe gently with a (tick. Having been fufHci- 
ently examined, they were thrown into the fire. The 
faenficed pig, and its liver, heart, &c. were now put 
Hp On the fcaftbld where the dog had been depofited 
and then all the feathers, except the oftrich plume, be- 
ipg enclofcd in the ark, an end was put to the whole 
folrmnity. 

Four double canoes remained upon the beach all the 
time, before the place of facrificc. A fmall platform, 
covered with palm leaves, fattened in myfterious knots, 
was fixed on Wie fore part of each of thofe canoes j and 
this alio is called a Morai. Somo plantains, cocoa - 
nuti». bread-fruit, fim, and other articles, lay upon 
each of thefc naval Morais. The natives faid that rhcy 

belonged 
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belonged to the Eatooa, and that they 'were to attend 
the fleet fent out againft Eimeo. 

The unfortunate victim offered on this occafion was, 
to appearance, a middle aged man, and one of the low- 
eft clafs of the people; but it did not appear that they 
had fixed upon hirn on account of his having com- 
mitted any particular crime that dellrved death. It is 
certain, however, that they ufually feiect fuch guilty 
perfons for facritkes, or elfc vagabonds, who have no 
vifible way of procuring an honeft livelihood. Hav- 
ing examined the body of the unhappy fufferer, now 
offered uu as the obi eel of thefe people's adoration, 
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the manner in wmcn ne nau ueen u.u»cu j aim it icy wnc 
informed, that Jie had been knocked on the head with a 

ft one. 

The wretches who are devoted on thefe occafions are 
never prcviouily aj)prifed of their face. Whenever any 
one of the principal chiefs conceives a human facrifice 
necefluiy, on any great emeigency, he fixes upon the 
victim, and then difpatches fume of his trufly fcrvants, 
who fall upon him fuddenly, and either I tone him to 
death or beat out hi> biains with a club. The king 
is then acquainted with it, whofe pjefiv.ee is faid to 
be abiolutely necellary at the folemn rites that follow; 
and, indeed, in the late performance, Oroo boie a. ca- 

The folemnity itfelf is called Poore Eree, 

termed 
where 
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or the prayer of the chief : and the victim is i 
Taata-taboo, or confecrau-d man. The Moiai, 
the late facrifice was offered, is always appropriated 
for the burial of the king of the whole ifland, and 
likewife of his family, and fome other perfons of diftin- 
guifhed rank. It differs little, except in extent, from 
the common Morais. Its principal part is a large ob- 
long pile of flones, about 13 feet in height, and con- 
tracted towards the top, with a quadrangular area on 
each fide, loofely paved with pebbles, under which 
die bones of the chiefs are depofited. 

Not far from the end ncarefl the fea, is the place of 
facrifice, where is a very large whatta, or fcaffoid, on 
which the offerings of fruits, and other vegetables arc- 
placed; but the animals are laid on a (mailer one, and 
the human facrifices ai e interred under the pavement. 
There are feveral reiiques fcatteied about this place \ 
fuch as fimll ftones railed in feveral parts of the pave- 
ment ; iome with bits of cloth fattened round them 5 
others intircly covered with it ; and upon the fide of 
the large pile fronting the area are a great number 
of pieces of carved wood, in which their gods are fup- 
pofed to refide occafionally. 1 

There is an heap of Hones at one end of the large 
fcaffoid, with a fort of platform on one fide. On this 
are depofited all the fkulls of the humnn facrifices which 
are taken up after they have remained under mound 
for fome months. Juft above them many of the carv- 
ed pieces of wood are placed 5 and here the Maro, and 
the other bundle, fuppofed to contain the ro d Ooro 
were h u d during the celebration of the late folemn 

It is probable, that this barbarous cuflom of offer- 
ing human i.ieririces prevails in all, or mod of the 
>nands of the Pa.-.hc Ocean, however diftant Horn each 
other Iome of then, may be. Ami though it may be 
luppofeel that not more than one perfon \ offe.ed u 
one tune, tuber at Otahcite, or otlu r Mantis, yet thefe 
occafions, ,n all probal.il. y oeeur fo fremu-, -Iv 
make a ten ,ble luvock of ,he human fp -. k' ' fo , o 
els than 4y kulls of Conner NuMims*, v „ • ? 

hole kul. 1 ^, °' J i • lt , AMa, V'«'-' i «• none of 

thole fkulls apptan-tl to have foUVieJ any « unfidenblr 
changer tk-ciy (nnn the wvathcr it ., I I ' r i 

ever'"^ 1 mT| ,i , l i; U ' tk r' t ' , ° 1 ,, « h . nM '""'-ler.uion what- 

;v<r canm.il. en teak- to be detell ihl,- , i . 
K«. he thought IO be lrfi,torime S; t ^ 
IKrfl,, if ,. .:on„,buteJ lo impels a,,/ .J fo r the 



deity, or veneration for religion, upon the minds of 
the ipectators ; but this was far from being the cafe on 
the late occafion ; for though a vaft multitude had af- 
fembled at the Morai, they fhewed very little reverence 
for what was tranfacting : and Omai happening to ar- 
rive after the ceremonies had begun, many of the 
iflanders thronged round him, and were engaged, for 
the remaining part of the time, in making him recount 
fome of his adventures; to which they Jiftened with 
great eagemefs of attention, regardlefs of the folemn 
offices which their priefls were then performing. In- 
deed, the priefls themfelves, except the one who fuf- 
tained the principal part, either from their being fa- 
miliarized to fuch objects, or from their repofing no 
great degree of confidence in the efficacy of their re- 
ligious initiations, maintained very little of that fo- 
lemnity, To neceffary to give to acts of devotion their 
proper effect. 

Their habit was but an ordinary one ; they converg- 
ed together with great familiarity; and the only attempt 
' they made to preferve decorum, was by exerting their 
authority, to prevent the populace from encroaching on 
the fpot, and to fuffer our party, as Grangers, to come 
forward. They were, however, very candid in the an-* 
fwers which they gave to any interrogatories that were 
put to them, with regard to this inhuman inftitution. 
Being afked, what -was the defign of it ? They re- 
plied, that it was an antient cuftom, and highly pleaf- 
ing to their god, who came and fed upon the facri- 
fices ; in confequence of which, he granted their 
petitions. It was then objected, that he certainly did 
not feed on thefe, as he was neither feen to do it, nor 
were the bodies of the facrificed animals foon contain- 
ed ; and that as to the corpfe of a human victim, they 
prevented his feeding on that by interring it. In an- 
fwer to thefe objections, they obferved, that he came 
in the night, invifibly, and fed only on the lbul, or 
immaterial part, which (as thefe people fav) remains 
about the place of facrifice, till the carcafc of the vic- 
tim is wholly wafted by putrefaction. 

Human facrifices aie nor the only ftrange cufloms 
that ftill prevail among the inhabitants of Otaheite, 
though, in many refpects, they have emerged from the 
brutal manners of favagc M\; Bolides cutting out the 
jawbones of their enemies flain in battle, which they 
carry about with them as nopMcs, they, in fome mea- 
fure, ohVr up their bodies to the Eatooa: for after an 
engagement, in which they have come off victorious, 
they collect all the dead, and bring them to the Morai, 
where, with great form and ceremony, they dijra large 
hole and bury them all in it, as lb 'many offerings to 
their divinities. 

They treat in a different manner their own chiefs 
that fall in battle. A late king, Tootaha, Tubourai 
I amaide, and another chief, who were llain in an 
engagement with thole ofTiaraboo, were brought to 
the Morai at Attahooroo ; at which place the priefls 
cut out their bowels before the great altar; ami their 
dead boiues were afterwaids interred in three different 
places near the great pile of ilones above-mentioned » 
and the common men who loft their Jives in the bat- 
tle, were all buried in one hole, at the foot of the lame 
pile. 1 his was performed the day after the barrU\ with 
much pomp and formality, amidll a numerous o n- 
courje of people, as a thank fgiving offered to the deity 
for the victory they had obtained the preceding day 
I he vanquilhed, in the mean time, had taken "refuse 
in the mountains, where they remained upwards of a 
wt ek, till the fury of the victors began to abate A 
treaty was then fer on foot, by which it was agreed, that 
Otou fliould be proclaimed king of the whole ifland i 
ant the folemnity of inverting him with the Maro, or 
bac ge of royalty, was performed at the fame MoraL 
with great magnificence. 

The natives call their places of interment Morais, at 
they do their places of worfhip. A party of our lateft 
voyagers to the ifland law a vail buildup, which they 

were informed to be the Morai of Obcica. It was one 
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• of tin- moil ronfiderable pieces of arclntefture in 
ifland. Ir confifled of an enormous pde ot tone woi k 
railed in the form of a pyramid, with a flight of ilens 
on each fide. It was near a 7 o feet Ion-, aU.it one 
third as wide, and between 40 and 50 feet hi-h. 1 In- 
foundation confuted of rock (tones, the Heps were o 
coral, and the. upper parr w.h of 1011ml pebbles, all of 
the fame fhapc and fr/e. The rock and coral loncs v.crc 
fquaiedwith the utmofl neatnels and rcgulaMty, and 
the whole build. ng appeared as compact and hrm as 
if it had been erected by the b IV workmen in huropc. 

In the eenrer of the Viimmit was the rcprelentat ion 
of a bird rarved in wood, neai which was the figure 
of a Hfli in (lone. The pyramid conflituted part of one 
fide of a court or fquare, die fdes of which were near- 
ly equal j notwithtl and'mg which pavemenr, icwral 
plantains and trees, which t'v n.-t:<\ -s call L'.toa, grew 
within the eiu lofure. Ar a fuuil diilance to the weft- 
ward of this edifice was another paved fqu an-, ealied 
by the natives J\ .7. vduch appeared to be altars 
whereon thev placed tin* offering:, of their deities 

They approach rb«:e Morais with the greatcft 
iv/e and icvrvcncc; inn, as ir fhould lecm, becaufe 
they efteem any thin-; there ficred, but be ca life they 
there woifhip'an invisible being, for whom they en- 
tertain the pi-ofouiuieil r< fj cct, although not excited by 
the hope of icward, or the dread of punifhrncnt. They 
hold thefe cenvtries or places ofwoMhip, lb venera- 
ble, that the chiefs rhcmfclvcs and their wives, on puf- 
fing them, take their upper garments from their lhoul- 
dcrs. 

The manner in which they bury their dead, andex- 
prefs their forrow for tin- iofs of relatives and friends 
departed, is thus d\ fcribed by the latell and moft in- 
telligent obl'ervirs. 

The corplc was placed in the open air, till the 
bones became quite dry. A Died was erected near 
the rdidence of the decc.ifed ; one end was left quite 
open i the ot!u rend and the two fides were partly cn- 
clofcd with a fort of wicker woik. The bier was a 
fiame of wood, like that on which the feamens beds, 
called cots, are pined, with a matted bottom, and 
fuppomd by four polls, at the height of above four 

feet from the ground. 

Thebo.lv was covered firft with a mat, and then 
with white cloth. By the fide of it lay a wooden 
mace, one of the implements of war, and near the 
head of it cocoa-nut (hells ; at the other end a bunch 
of green leaves with fome dried twigs, all tied toge- 
ther, were lluck in the ground, by which lay a (lone 
as big as a c oco 1- nut. Near thefe lay one of the young 
plantain h aves that are ufed for emblems of peace, 
and clofe by it a ftone axe. At the open end of the 
fhed alfo hung a great number of palm nuts, in fe- 
veral filings ; ant' without the fhed was (luck up in 
the ground a lleili of a plantain tree, about fix feet 
high, upon the top of which was placed a cocoa-nut 
Audi fulloRrefh water : againfl the fide of one of* thefe 
puffs hung a fundi bag containing fome bread-fruit 
leady mailed. The food thus placed by the corplc 
was dcligneil as an olfering to their duties. 

'1 hey call round about the fpot where the body is 
plated ' final 1 pieces of cloth, on which the tears and 
blood of the mourners have been fhed j for in their 
paroxyfms of grief, it is an imiverfal < ulloni to wound 
fhemfclves with a iliark's tooth. 

Mr, Banks was fo dclirous of being prefntat the ce- 



remony of one of their burials, that he agreed to tA-.? ? 
part in ir, when he was informed that he could not be 
a fpecaator on any other condition. 1 1c went actojd- 
ingly in the evening to the place where the body w :i r 
depofited, where he was met by the relations of die" 
deceafed, and was afterwards joined by fcvei al oth r 
perfons. Tubourai Tamaide, one of their chief,, vvas 
the principal mourner, and Ids drefs was vvhimfical 
though not altogether ungraceful. Mr. Banks was 
obliged to quit his European drefs, and had no other 
covering than a fin all piece of cloth that was tied round 
his middle his body was blacked over with charcoal 
and water, as were the bodies of leveral others, and 
among them fome females, who were no more cover- 
ed than himfelf. 

The proceffion then began, and the chief mourner 
uttered ibme words which were judged to be a prayer, 
when he approached the body, and he repeated thefe 
words when he came up to Ids own houfe. They after- 
wards went on, by pcrmiflion, towards the fort. It 
is ufual for the reft of the Indians to fhun thefe pro- 
ceffions as much as poffible ; they accordingly ran into 
the woods in great hade, as foon as this came in view. 
From the fort the mourners proceeded along tbelhoie, 
croffed the river, then entered the woods, paffing f.-- 
veral hollies which became immediately uninhabited ; 
and during the real of the procefilon, which continued 
for half an hour, not an Indian \v;ia vifiblc. 

Mr. Banks idled an office which they call Niinv-ch, 
and there were two others in the lame character. W.'.en 
none of the other natives were to be feen, they ap- 
proached die chief mourner, faying, Imatata j ' t:;en 
thofe who had affifted at the ceremony bathed in th ■ 
ver, and relumed their former drefs. Such wa, this 
uncommon ceremony, in which Mr. Banks performed 
a principal part, and received applaufe from I'ubomai 
Tamaide, the chief mourner. 

"What can have introduced among "thefe Indians Lb 
ftrange a cuftoin as that of expofing their dead above 
ground, till the flefh is confumed by put refaction, and 
then burying the bones, it is difficult to guefs ; nor is 
it lefs difficult to determine, why the repofitories of 
their dead mould be alfo places of worfhip. 

The mourning that is worn here is an head-drefs of 
feathers, the colour of which is confecrated to death, 
and a veil over the face. The drefs is called ICeva. 
The whole country is faid to appear thus on the death 
of their king. The mourning for fathers is very long. 
The women mourn for their hufbands j but not the 
hufbands for their wives. 

Having 1 elected the moft authentic accounts we could 
polfibly procure of the pre fen t ftate of Otaheite, the 
people, cuftoms, manners, language and arts, as re- 
ipeclively arranged in the foregoing fections, we have- 
only to add fome conclufive remarks that may tend to 
the advantage of other Britifh navigators, who may 
hereafter vifit that part of the world* 

As the illand produces no commodities that can be 
converted to the purpofe of traffic, the main, and in- 
deed only, benefit that can accrue from a knowledge of 
it is the iiipplying of Ihips with refrefhments in paffing 
through t he South Seas : it is obferved by the moil: intel- 
ligent and Ipcculative navigators, that it: might be ren- 
dered competently fubfei vient to that deflrablc purpoie, 
as fucb luiropean productions, both animal and veget- 
able, as are conducive to the fame, might be abun- 
dantly cultivated in fo fertile a fpot. 
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THE various discoveries that have been made, and incidents that have occurred during the ■ conr/e of 
diLm times at which Captain Cook has viftted tins patt of the globe, afford a mo I plcaflng 
. , , , j ft as Captain Cook then returned with Omai, from whofe inter] >f 
entering ; narrative, r^^^ 1 ^^ * it is our intention to blend amufement with information, 

every P tranfad ion worthy of record, in his fir*, fecand, tlurd and hft voyages. 



S E C T I O NT L 
FIRST VOYAGE. 

Arrival of the Endeavour at Otaheite. Rules for cftci- 
blifhini commerce with the natives. Various incidents. 
Fort eretled. VifiU from divers chiefs. Interna* 
with Qberea, fuppofed queen of the Iflami. Remark- 
able ceremony. Divine fcrvke performed at the Kng- 
iilb fort, and attended by the natives. Celebration of 
bis Majeflfs birth-day attended by fever a I Indian 
chiefs. Two marines defer t 9 but one brought back. 
Account of Vupia, a native, who accompanied our na- 
vigators on their voyage. Departure from the ifland. 

CAPTAIN COOK, in the Endeavour, arrived 
at Otaheite, or King George the Third's Ifland, 
the fpot of our confideration, and anchored in Port 
Royal harbour, called by the natives Matavai, on the 
13th of April, 1769. Man/ of the inhabitant:, came 
off immediately in their canoes, and brought with 
them divers eatable commodities heretofore Specified, 
winch they bartered for beads and odier articles with 

the (hip's company. 

The molt refptctabTc to appearance of thofe who 
came on board v/as an elderly man, named Owhaw, 
known to feveral officers who had vifited this ifland 
with Captain Wallis. Owhaw being confidcred as a 
very ufeful man, the officers and others on the prclcnt 
occafion fludied to pieafe him, and to gratify all his 
wi/hes. As their continuance on the ifland was not 
likely to be very fhort, certain rules were drawn up 
to be obferved by every perfon on board his majefly's 
bark the Endeavour, for the better cftablifhing a re- 
gular trade with the natives. 

The fubftancc of thefe rules were, <c That in order 
to prevent quarrels and confufion, every one of the 
fhip's crew fhould endeavour to treat the inhabitants of 
Otaheite with humanity, and, by all fair means to cul- 
tivate a friendfhip with them. That no officer, feu- 
man, or other perfon, belonging to the fliip, excepting 
fuch only who were appointed to barter with the na- 
tives, fliouki trade, or offer to trade, for any kinds of 
provifion, fruit, or other produce of the ifland, with- 
out having cxpivlk leave fo to do. That no perfon 
fhould embezzle, Iradc, or offer to ti ade, with any 
pari of the flop's (lores ; and, that no fort of iron, or 
any filing maile of iron, nor any fort of cloth, or other 
nfeful articles in the fhip, fliouki be given in exchange 
for any tiling but provifion." 

Thefe ncceflary rules were 
maraier, anil, being his orders, 
of them were annexed certain 
punilhnrcnt according to the 
navy. 

The vcflVl being brought to her moorings, the 
commander, Mr. Hanks, and l>r. Solandcr, went on 
ihorr, with a party under arms, and their frU'iu] the 
old Indian. They were rev ived by ibmv hundreds of 
the natives with awe and rcvvrcticc, who exchanged 
the tokens of peace, anil ofleied to conduct ihcm to a 
IpOt of gi ounu which would be more convenient for 
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them to occupy than that where they had landed. On 
their way, the Engliih made the Indian*: fbme prcfents, 
which the* latter very thankfully received. They now 
took a circuit of about four miles through the groves 
of the bread-fruit and cocoa-trees. Intermingled with 
thefe were the dwellings of die natives, which confided 
of huts without walls. In the courfe of their journey 
they found but few fowls or hogs, and underftood that 
none of their conductors, or any of the people they had 
hitherto feen, were persons of rank in the ifland. Thofe 
of their own crew who had before been at Ocuheite in 
the Dolphin, were likewife of opinion, that the queen's 
refidence had been removed, as no traces of it were 
now to be difcovered. 

Early next morning, feveral canoes furrouncfed the 
veflel, in two of which were many pel fons, whofe drefs 
and deportment denoted them to be of a fuperior clafs. 
Two ot thefe came on board, and each of them fixed 
upon a friend : one of them chofc Mr, Bank:,, ;:nd the 
other Captain Cook. They then made ligns f -r their 
new friends to go with them to the pl.t. e* (if their abode; 
and the latter being defiiou.* of becoming acquainted 
with the people, and finding out a more convenient har- 
bour, accepted the invitation, and went with them, 
accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. SoI.mJer and others. 
They landed in two boats about the dnlan e of ihree 
miles, among a great number of the na :w- t who 
conducted them to a large h.ibii-i&inp, where tin »• wire; 
introduced to a middle agtd man, nam.\l Tootahah. 
When they were feated, he prcleutcd Mr. Banks a 
cock, a hen, and a piece of perfumed clodi, which 
com})3iment was returned by a pn n nt. Th y were 
then conducted to A vera! other large dwellings, "uhcie- 
in they walked about with great fiecdom. 7 he ladies, 
fo far from fhunning, invited, ami even prcfi\d, them 

to be feated. By frequently pointing to the 11 ats upon 
the ground and other indications, they had no doubt 
of their being lefs jealous of oblervation than they 
were. 

Directing their courfe along the fhore, they met, 
accompanied with a great number of natives, another 
chief named Tubouri Tamaide, with whom 1 hey fer- 
tletl a treaty of peace, in the manner before deft ribtd. 
This chief gave them to undcifland, he had piovifions 
at their l'ervice if they chofe to ear, which he produced, 
and they dined heartily upon the bread-fruit, plantains 
anil liJb. A proper fpot was then fixed upon by the 
commander, with the concui renee of Mr. HanLs and 
others, to erect a fort for their defence, during their 
flay on the ifland, and the ground was accord/ugly 
marked out f or the purpofe ; a great number of (he na- 
tives looking on all the while, and behaving in the moil 
peaceable and \ \ iendly manner. 

As they had lien no pouluy, and but a few hogs, 
they fufpectcd that they hat! been diiven up the ioun- 
tiy; for which lealbn they determined to pinetiate 
into the woods, the tent being guarded by a petty of- 
ficer and a patty of marines. On this cx< ml)-)}] h ve/al 
of the natives accompanied the Englifti. While the 
party were on their march they wi re alarmed by the 
difchaige i>f two pieces fired by the go.ud oi the tent. 
OwJuw having now called together the can' an j's pa ty % 
diiperlcd all the Indians, except tin ee, who, in token 
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of their fidelity, broke branches of trees, according to 

their cuftom. . . . f 

On their return to the tent, they found that an In- 
dian having fnatched away one of the centinel's muf- 
quets, a young mk!(hipman, who commanded the 
party, was fo imprudent as to give the marines orders 
to fire, which were obeyed ; but this did not fatisfy 
them, as the offender had not fallen > they therefore 
purfued him, and revenged the theft by his death. 
They were afterwards informed that none of the o- 
thers weie either killed or wounded. 

Next morning obferving but few of the natives on 
the banks, and none came on board, it was concluded 
that the treatment they had received the former day 
was not yet forgotten ; and the Englifh were confirmed 
in this opinion by Owhaw's having left them. In con- 
sequence of thefe_ appearances, the captain brought the 
fhip nearer to the fliore, and moored her in inch a 
manner as to make her broad-fide bear on the fpot 
which they had marked out for eiecYing their little for- 
tification. But in the evening the refentment of the na- 
tives feemed to have fubfided. 

The day following died Mr. Buchan, a gentleman 
Whom Mr. Banks had brought out as painter of land- 
scapes and figures. He was regretted as a Sober, dili- 
gent, and ingenious man, and one capable of gratify- 
ing his friends in England with representations of this 
country and its inhabitants, which no other perfon on 
board could delineate with the lame accuracy and ele- 
gance. . 

Soon after Mr. Banks received a vifit from Tu- 
bourai Tamaide who brought with him his wife and 
family, with the materials for erecting a houfe, intend- 
ing to build it near the fort. He afterwards afked 
that gentleman to accompany him to the woods. On 
their arrival at a place where he Sometimes refided, he 
prefented his gucft with two garments, one of which 
was of red cloth, and the other was made of fine mat- 
ting. Having thus clothed Mr. Banks, he conducted 
him to the tent, and ftaid to dinner with his wife and 
Son. 

They had a dim ferved up that day, which was pre- 
pared by the attendants of Tubourai Tamaide, which 
feemed like wheat flour, and being mixed with cocoa- 
nut liquor, it was Stirred about till it became a jelly. 
Its flavour was fomething like blanc mange. A fort of 
market was eftablifhed without the lines of the fort, 
which was tolerably well Supplied ; and Tubourai Ta- 
maide was a frequent gueft to Mr. Banks and the other 
Englifh gentlemen. He was the only native who at- 
tempted to life a k^iife and fork, being fond of adopting 
European manners. 

Several of the natives brought their axes to grind and 
repair, moft of which they had obtained from Captain 
Wallis and his people in the Dolphin ; but a French 
one occaSioned a little Speculation ; and at length, upon 
enquiry, it appeared to have been leSt here by M. de 
Bougainville. 

The refidence of our people on Chore would have 
been by no means diSagreeable, had they not been in- 
ccflantly tormented by flies, This inconvenience pre- 
vented the parties from working. 

A fhort time after Tubourai Tamaide came to com- 
plain, that the (hip's butcher had threatened to cut his 
wife's throat becaufe (he would not barter a (tone hat- 
chet for a nail. It appearing clearly that the offender 
had infringed on one ol the rules enjoined by the captain 
for trading with t!>c natives, he was flogged on board 
in their light. When the firlt Stroke had been given, 
they were humane enough to interpofc, and entreated 
earneftly that the culprit might be untied j but when 
this favour was denied them, they Ihewcd Strong figns 
of concern, and burft into tears and exclamations, 

Tubourai Tamaide having been feverely reprimand- 
ed by Mr. Banks for having Suddenly Seized a gun 
from his hand, cocking and obferving the trigger 
thought it only flafhed in the pan, Terapo, one otnis 
female attendant*, came down to the fort in the grcat- 
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eft affliction, the tears gufhing from her eyes. Mr, 
Banks, Seeing her full of lamentation and ibrrow, in 4 
Sifted upon knowing the cauSe, but inftcad of answer- 
ing, (he (truck herSelf feveral times with a (hark'* 
tooth upon her head, till an effufion of blood foil owe J, 
while her diftreSs was disregarded by Several other In- 
dians, who continued laughing and talking with the 
utmoft unconcern. After this fhe gathered up Sonus 
pieces oS cloth, which (he had thrown down to catch 
the blood, and threw them into the Sea, as if fhe vuflu 
cd to prevent the leaft trace or mark of her abSurd be- 
haviour. She then bathed in the river, and with re- 
markable chearfulneSs returned to the tent as if nothing 
extraordinary had happened. 

Oberea was again brought forward, being obServcd 
at Mr. Banks's tent by the matter of the Endeavour, 
who declared her to be the perSon that, when he was 
here with captain Wallis in the Dolphin,, was imagined 
to be queen of the ifland. 

The eyes of every one were now fixed on her, of 
whom So much had been Said by the crew of the Dol- 
phin, and in the account given of her by the captain. 
With regard to her perSon, (lie was tall and robuft, 
about forty years of age, her (kin white, and her eyes 
had great expreflion in them : (he had been handfome, 
but her beauty was now upon the decline. When h?r 
rank was known, an offer was made to conduct her on 
board the fhip, which (lie accepted. Many preSents 
were made her, particularly a child's doll, which had 
captivated her fancy. Captain Cook accompanying ^ 
her on fhore, they met Tootahah, who, though not 
king, Seemed to be at this time inverted with Sovereign 
authority. As envy is Sound among thoSe who areSup-r 
poSed to be * the children of Simple nature, Tootahah 
no Sooner Saw the doll than he discovered Strong Symp- 
toms oS jealouSy, nor could any method be found of 
conciliating his friendfhip, but that of complimenting 
him with another. A doll was mow preferable to a 
hatchet; but a very fhort time taught die Indians the 
fuperior value of iron, which, on account of its ufc- 
fulnefs, prevailed over every other consideration, 

Oberea had a hufband named Oamo, but they had 
been long Seperatecl by mutual conSent. after (he had 
brought him a Son and daughter. The boy, whofe 
name was Terridini, was faid to have been heir to the 
Sovereignty of the ifland, but further information has 
pointed this out to be an error. He was probably loid 
of the district where they refided. 

One morning Tomio, wife of Tubourai Tamaide, 
came in great hafte to the tent, and taking Mr. Banks 
by the arm told him, that her hufband was dying, ow- 
ing to Somewhat that had been given him by our peo- 
pie, and entreated him inftantly to go to him. He ac- 
cordingly went, and found the Indian very Sick. I Ie 
had been vomiting, and had thrown up a leaf, which 
they Said contained poiSon. Mr. Banks, having ex- 
amined the leaf, found it was nothing but tobacco* 
which the chief had begged of Some oS the Ship's com- 
pany. 

Tubourai Tamaide really concluded, from the 
violent SickneSs he lufFcred, that he had Swallowed (bine 
deadly drug, the terror of which, no doubt, contri- 
buted to make him yet more fick. While Mr. Bank a 
was examining the leaf, he looked up to him as if he 
had been juft at the point of death. Mr. Banks, be- 
ing (bon matter of his dileafe, only ordered him to drink 
ot cocoa-nut milk, which foon reftoved him to health, 
and he was as chearful as before the accident happened. 
Thefe people feemed in particular instances to be Some- 
times Strangely afflicted from flight caufcs. 

Captain Cook having produced an iron adze, which 
was made in imitation of the ftonc ones ufed by the 
natives, lhewed ic to Tootahah, as a curioficy. The 
latter fnatched it up with the grcateft cagernefs, and 
earneftly requcftod mat he might hare it \ and though 
he was offered the choke oS any of the articled in the 
chefts which were opened befbre turn, yet he would not 
accept of any thing in its (lead. 

Upon 
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Open this firft vifit of Captain Cook,an un— 
reremonv was prefented to view. As Mr. tfanKS was 
SStahiB boat, trading. with the natives as ufual, 
fome g women, who were ftrangers, advanced in procef- 
S towards him. The reft of the Indians on each 
fide eaTe way and formed a lane for the yifitors to oafs, 

SSmffip to Mr. B^J^«^^2T 
parrots featTiers, and various kinds ^ P 1 ^^^ 
who ftood by Mr. Banks, afted as his matter ot the 
J^SS^^icccWnj; the branches, which were 
brought at fix different tunes, laid them down in the 
EE 8 After this fome large bundles of cloth were 
brought, confiding of nine pieces, which being di- 
vided into three parcels, one of the women called 
Oorattooa, who appeared to be the principal, ftepping 
upon one of them, took up her garments, and then, 
with an air of unaffefted innocence and fimphcity, 
turned round three times. This ceremony me repeat- 
ed, with fimilar circumftances, on the other two parcels 
of cloth ; and the whole being then prefented to Mr. 
Banks, the women went and falutedhim; in return tor 
which extraordinary favours he made them fuch pre- 
fans as he thought would be mod acceptable. In the 
evening the gentlemen of the fort were vifited by Obe- 
rea, and Otheorea, her favourite female attendant, who 
was a very agreeable girl, and whom they were the 
more pleafed to fee, becaufe it had been reported that 

flie was either fick or dead. 

This ceremony at firft may have the appearance of 
indecency, but when it is obferved that it is a ftate cu- 
ftom, it nnift tend, in fome degree, to obviate all cen- 
fure. 

The commodore having directed that divine fervice 
fhould be performed* on Sundays, the Eng;lifh officers 
were defirous that fome of the principal natives mould 
be prefent ; but before the time fixed on for beginning 
the fervice arrived, mod of them were gone home. Tu- 
fcourai Tamaide and his wife were prefent, but though 
they behaved with much decency, they made no en- 
quiries with refpett to die ceremonies, and their bre- 
thren were as little inquifitive upon their return. 

The day thus began by the Englifh was concluded in 
a very different manner by the natives, who, in every 
inflance, indulged that licentious difpofition for which 
they are lb remarkable. 

Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander, had 
determined on a vifit to Tootahah, but as he had re- 
moved to a place almoft fix miles f>om his former refi- 
dence, it was almoft evening before they arrived. They 
found the chief, as ufual, luting under a tree with a 
great crowd about him. Having made their prefents 
in due form, confiding of a yellow ftuff petticoat, and 
other trifling articles, they were invited to fiupper, and 
to pafs the night there. The party confided of fix 
only ; but the place was crouded with a greater num- 
ber than the houfes and canoes could contain. Among 
other guefts were Oberea with her train of attendants. 
Mr. Banks having ncceptcd a place inOberea's canoe, 
left Ins companions in order to retire to reft. Oberea 
had the charge of his clothes ; but notwithstanding her 
care they were ftolen, as were alto his piftols, his pow- 
der horn, and feveral other things out of his pockets, 
An alarm was given to Tootahah, in the next canoe, 
who went with Oberea in fcarcli of die thief, leaving 
Mr. Banks with only his breeches and waiftcoat on 
i hey foon returned, but without fuccefis. Mr. Banks 
thought proper to put up with the lofs at prefent, and re- 
tired a fecond time to .reft > but jull as he had com- 
pofed himfelf to deep, he was ran fed by fome mufic, 
and obferved lights at a lmall difUnce from the fiiore! 
He then aroie to go and lind his companions. As 
loon as lie approached the lights he found the hut ^lerc 
captain Cook and three otners of the gentlemen lay, 
whe W he began to relate his misfortune to them : 
they told him in return, that they had loft their flock- 
ing* and jackets. In (hurt, Dr. Solander, who joined 
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Their cloaths, and the other things which had been 
ftolen, were never heard of after ; but Mr. Banks got 
fome cloaths of Oberea, in which he made a whimfical 

appearance. 

The neceflary preparations being made, the parties 
that were lent out to make their obfervations on the 
Tranfit of Venus, for which the , voyage was under* 
taken, had good fuccefs, though they differed a little 
in their accounts of the contact- 
On the celebration of his majefty's birth-day feveral 
of the Indian chiefs partook of the entertainment, and 
in turn drank his majefty's health by the name of Ki- 
hiargo, the neareft imitation they could produce of 
King George. 

A lhort time before the depai ;ure of the Endeavour, 
two young marines one night withdrew themfelves from 
the fort, and in the morning were not to be met with. 
Notice having been given the next day that the fhip 
would fail that or the enfuing day, as they did not re- 
turn, Captain Cook began to imagine that they defign- 
ed to remain on more ; but as he knew, in fuch a cafe, 
no effectual means could be taken to recover them 
without running a" rifque of deftroying the harmony 
fubfifting between the Englifh and the natives, he re- 
folved to wait a day, in hopes of their returning of 
their own accord. But as (after the expiration of that 
time) they were ftill mi (Ting, inquiry was made after 
them, when she Indians declared, that they did not 
propofe to return, having taken refuge among the 
mountains, where it was impoflible for them to be dis- 
covered; and added, that each of them had taken a 
wife. In confequence of this it was intimated to fe- 
veral of the chiefs that were in the fort with the wo- 
men, among whom were Tubourai Tamaide, Tomio, 
and Oberea, that they would not be fufFered to quit it 
till the deferters were produced. They did not fhew 
any figns of fear or difcontent, but affured the captain 
that the marines fhould be fent back. In the mean 
time an officer was difpatched in the pinnace to bring 
Tootahah on board the fhip, and he executed his com- 
miflion without giving'any alarm. Night coming on, 
captain Cook thought it not prudent to let the people, 
whom he had detained as hoftages, remain at the fort : 
he therefore gave orders to remove them on board, 
which greatly alarmed them all, efpecially the females, 
who teftified the moft gloomy apprehenfions by floods 
of tears. Captain Cook efcorted Oberea and others to 
the fhip ; but Mr. Banks remained on fhore with fome 
Indians, whom he thought it of lefs importance to de- 
tain. 

In the evening one of the marines was brought back 
by fome of the natives, who reported, that the other, 
and two of our men who went to recover them, would 
be detained while Tootahah was confined. Upon thii 
thc officer was immediately fent off in the long boat, 
with a flrong body of men, to refcue the prifoncrs ; at 
the fame time the captain told Tootahah, that it was 
incumbent on him to afllft them with fome of his peo- 
le, and to give orders in his name, that the men fhould 
e fet at liberty ; for that he would be expected to an- 
fwer for the event. Tootahah immediately complied, 
and this party releafed die men without the leaft oppo- 
fition. 

At length they returned, but without the arms that 
had been taken from them when they were made pri (on- 
ers: thefe, however, being reflored foon after, the 
chiefs on board were allowed to return, and thofe who 
had been detained on fhore were alfo fet at liberty. On 
examining the deferters it appeared, that die Indians 
had told the truth, they having chofen two girls, with 
whom they would have remained in the iflaiid. 

Among the natives who were moftly with thc Eu- 
ropean viators was Tupia, whofe name has been often 
mentioned. He had been minifter of Oberea when In 
thc height of her power, which was now confiderably 
on thc decline. He was alfo the chief Tahowa, or 
prieft of the ifland, and confequcntly well acquainted 
with thc religion of his country, as well of its cere- 
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monies as principles ; to which he had added a know- 
ledge of navigation, and an acquaintance of the num- 
ber and fituation of the neighbouring iflands. 

As the fhip was about to depart, Tupia expreflld a 
defire to go with his European friends, who thinking 
he would be ufeful to them in many particulars from 
his intelligence and accomplifhments, his requeft was 
readily complied with. Tupia then went on fhore for 
the laft time to bid a farewell to his friends, to whom 
he uiwz feveral piefents, as parting tokens of remem- 
brance. 

.h Banks being willing to obtain a drawing of the 
Meiai, which Tootahah had in his pofleMlon at E- 
arre his chief refidence, Captain Cook accompanied 
_ irn thither, together with Dr. Solander. They im- 
mediately, upon landing repaired to Tootahah's houfe, 
where they were met by Oberea and feveral others. 
A general good underflanding prevailed. Tupia came 
back with them, and they promiied to vifit their Eu- 
ropean friends early the next day, as they were told 
the fhip would then fail. 

Thefe friendly people accordingly came very early on 
board, and the fhip was furrounded with a vaft num- 
ber of canoes, filled with Indians of the lower fort. 
Between eleven and twelve they weighed anchor j not- 
withstanding all the little mifunderflandings between 
the Englilh and die natives, the latter, who pofleiTed 
a great fund of good nature and much lenfibiliry, took 
their leave, weeping in an arrccYionate manner. As to 
Tupia, he fupported 1 i n felt* through this fcene wkh a 
becoming fortitude. Tears flowed from his eyes, it is 
true, but the effort that he nv.de to conceal them did 
him an additional honour. He went with Mr. Ranks 



to the mall- head, and waving his hand to the canoes 
as long as they continued in fight, took a lad farewell 
of his country. Thus our voyagers left Otaheite, hav- 
ing continued there exactly three months. 



SECTION II. 
SECOND VOYAGE. 

tfbe Refolution and Adventure arrive at Otaheite ; are in 
a critical fituation. TrarifaStion while they lay in Oa- 
tipiha Bay, alj'o at Matavai Hey. State of Agriculture 
in the country. Curious incidents. Embarkation cf 
Omai on board the Adventure, Captain Furneaux. 
State of Otaheite when our navigators left it cn afe- 
cond voyage. 

QAPTAIN COOK failed on his fecond voyage in 
the Refolution, having under his command the 
enture, Captain Furneaux. The former, as foon 
as he was in fight of Otaheite, came to and waited for 
the Adventure to come up with him, in order that the 
two films might put into Oaitipiha bay to procure re- 
frefhments before they ihould anchor in Matavai 
bay. 

When the Adventure came up they made fail ; the 
breeze foon began to fail them, which, being fuccecd- 
ed by a dead calm, they hoifted their boats out to tow 
the fhip ofY from a tremendous rock which they were 
approaching. But the imnetuofity of the tide rendered * 
their utmoib efforts ineffectual. The fhip Mruck at 
every fall of the fea, and fuch a dreadful furf broke 
under her Rem as threatened momentary defrruclion, 
while all the horrors of fhipwrcck flared them in the 
tare. The Adventure, however, very fortunately 

brought up i lofe upon the bow of the Refolution with- 
out flrikins'. 

At length a (light breeze came off from the land, 
and the tide ecafed to ac~t fo powerfully 
that Captain Cook, at length, with the gieateft pains 
as well us exertion of unequalled (kill, got her ofT, to 
the greatelt- joy of th; C i ew, aft.-, narrowly eleaping 
bcm<r wrerked on the veiv ifland, they had but a few 
days before lb ardently willed to be at. The commodore 



had given orders to all the boats to affift the Adven- 
ture but before they reached her /he was under 
fail. 

During the time they were in this perilous fituation, 
a number of the natives were on board and about the 
fhips. They feemed infenfible of danger, difcovering 
not the lead furprife, joy or fear, even while the \effel 
was finking, and quitted it a little before fur -It witl - 
out concern. 

The next morning the fhip anchored in Oatipiha 
Bay. It was evening before any enquiry was made by 
the natives of Tupia ; and when they heard of his death 
and the caufe of it, they did not feem to regret his 
lofs. Several people afked for Mr. Banks, and oth< r 
people who were at Otaheite with Captain Cook before. 
Our officers were informed by thefe people, that there 
had been a battle fought between the two kingdoms ; 
that Toutaha, the regent of the greater peninfula, was 
flain, and that Otoo reigned in his Head. 

In this battle fell Tubourai Tamaidc. A peace was 
now eftablifhed between the two kingdoms. The com- 
modore receiving intelligence that Waheatow was come 
into the neighbourhood and wilhed to fee him j he ac- 
cordingly went in company with Captain Furneaux. 
About a mile from the landing place they met the 
chief, advancing to meet them with a numerous train. 
When the prince perceived the company he halted. 
He knew Captain Cook very well, as they had feen 
each other feveral times in 1769. He went at that 
time by the name of Terace, and took his father's name 
at his death. They found him fitting on a flool ; 
and as foon as the ufual falutation was over, he feated 
Captain Cook on the fame ftool with himfelf ; the reft 
fat on the ground. He enquired after feveral who 
had been on the former voyage, and feemed fbrry 
when told they muft fail die next dayj offering the 
captain, if he would ftay, hogs in plenty. Captain 
Cook made him many prefent~, and ftaid with him 
till morning. 

The nek people on board the Adventure got much 
relief from the fruits they procured here. Many of 
them had been fo ill as not to be able to move with- 
out amftance. 

Early in the morning they put to fea, and were 
accompanied by feveral canoes, who brought cargoes 
of fruit for fale, which they difpofed of. 

When they arrived at Matavai Bay, the decks w< re 
crouded with natives before they could get to anclaoj 
almoft all of them were acquainted with Captain Cook. 
Otoo their king and a great crowd were got together 
on the fhore. Captain Cook was going on fhore to 
pay him a vifir, but was told he was gone to Oparce in 
a fright j which feemed very extraordinary to the cap- 
tain, as all others were much pleafed to fee him, Ma- 
litata, a chief was on board, and advifed the captrun to 
defer his vifit till next morning. The captain then fi t 
out for Oparee, after having given directions to fetch 
tents for the reception of the fick, &c. attended by 
Captain Furneaux, Maritata and his wife, and fontc 
others. They were conducted to Otoo as foon as tin y 
landed, who fat on the ground under a fhady tree, 
with a great number of people round him. Captain 
Cook made him feveral pnfents. After the ufual com- 
pliments had pafl'ed, his Otaheitan majefty thought pro- 
per to depart, and was entertained as he went with bag, 
pipes and the feamen dancing. Some of his people 
danced alfo in imitation of the feamen, and pci formed 
their parts tolerably well. 

Next day the king Otoo came to pay his European 
friends a vifit, attended by a numerous train i he lent 
before him two large tifh, fome hogs, fruit, and a Luge 
quantity of cloth. After much perfuafion he came oi\ 
board himfelf, accompanied by his fillers, a younger 
brother, &c. with many attendants, who all received 
prefents ; nnd when they had breakfafted, carried them 
home to Oparee. Upon landing, an old lady, the mo, 
ther of Toutaha, met Captain Cook, feiztd him by 
both hands, and, weeping bitterly, told him that he* 
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ed Eer lamentations. 

The commander took a trip to Oparee, early in 
the morning, attended by lbme officers and gentle- 
men, and made the king iuch prefents as he had not 
before feen j one of them was a broad fword j at the 
fight of which he was very much intimidated, and 
defired it might be taken out of his fight. With much 
perfuafion, he was prevailed upon to fuffer it to be put 
on his fide, where it remained a very fhort time. 
They received an invitation to the theatre, where they 
were entertained with a dramatic piece, confifting of 
comedy and dance. The fubject they could not well 
find out; though they heard frequent mention of 
Captain Cook's name during the performance. 
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He fent more fruit and fiih the next morning. Captain 
Furneaux gave the king a male and female goat. 
Captain Cook prefented him with three Cape fheep, 
as it was his laft vifit. With this prefent he was well 
pleafed, though he had not much reafon to be fo, as 
they were all weathers ; this he was made acquainted 
with. Toutaha's mother again prefented herfelf to 
Captain Cook; but could not look upon him wi thout 
ihedding many tears. 

They determined to leave the ifland, and the king 
feemed much affected when Captain Cook told him 
of his refolution. They embraced each other feveral 
times and departed. 

When the lieutenant returned who had been fent for 
die hogs prom i fed, there came" with him Pottatou 
(the chief of the diflxict of Attahounou), with his wife, 
to pay Captain Cook a vifit, and made him a prefent 
of two hogs and fomc fifh. The lieutenant got like- 
wife two more hogs. As the wind was wefterly, they 
were obliged to difmifs their friends fooner than they 

wifhed ; but diey were very well fatisfied with their 
reception. 

Captain Wallls had planted feveral forts of o-arden- 
iced and divers kinds of fruits, of which there were no 
remains when Captain Cook left the ifiand on the for- 
mer voyage. On his arrival in 1773, he found none 
of the various feeds that had been fown by Europe- 
ans had fucceeded except pumpkins, and for thefe 
the natives had not, as may be well fuppofed, the leaft 
eftccm. 

During the Ihip'a flay at the ifland of Otaheite, Ter- 
yah, a fenfible old chief, invited two of the gentlemen 
into his canoe, ,n which they accompanied h?m and his 
wife to the place of their relidence. In their P aflk« 
the old man alked a variety of queftions relative to the 
nature and conftjtuuon of the country, from whence 
rtefe wonderful ftrangers came. He concluded that 
Mr Banks, whom he had feen a few years before 
could be no It- ft than the king's brother, and that Cap-' 
win Cook was h>gh admiral. The information d£t 
was g,ven him was received with the greateft marks of 
ftirpnfe and attention , but when he was (old dS in 
England there were neither bread-fruit nor cocoa-nut 
trees, he feemed to think but meanly of it, after all hi 
other advantages were circumftantially enume a te d 

A fliort time before the flups eot under J 
man whofe name was Purely cf me on bSr«i S£r? 

and , r ^ ucfte . d the commander to take fim 

offered ^t^i£lS^r\^"J ° therS - 
propofed by this youth were «„ ,' , ^ terms 



It now appeared that. the whole was a trick, dexlgried- 
to anfwer mercenary* pupofes ; as the kjitg,lwas x i\Of in/ 
the neighbourhood, and muft be ignorant of the mas- 
ter. Pores, however, feemed at rirft undetermined- 
whether he lb ou Id go or ftay> but foon inclined to the 
former* The commodore then declared if they would, 
return the axe and fpike nail, he mould go , but they 
allured him they were on Ihore and then departed. 
The youth at laft feemed pretty well fatisfied, but could 
not refrain from tears, when he turned his back on his 
native country* 

An Irifh failor, who had fettled a plan of efcape with 
I fome of the natives, flipt over board with great fecrecy, 
and juft as the Refolution was getting under way, and 
being a good fwimmer, made towards the ihore j but 
he was difcovered, puri'ued, and brought back. This 
man had been a failor in the Dutch fervice, and. Cap-, 
tain Cook had taken him on board the Endeavour ,at : 
Batavia, in his former voyage in 1774. It feems he 
had neither friends or relations to attach lrim to any 
particular part of the world ; therefore his wim. to 
make this lpot Ms refldence was not very furprifmg 1 
though it is highly probable* that if he had fucceeded 
in his attempt, having been long accuftomed to .an. 
active life, the infipid uniformity of that for which he 
had changed it would have become intolerable. 

In the year 1767 and 1768, the iiland of Otaheite^ 
as it were, fwarmed with hogs and fowls j but at this 
time it was fo illfupplied with thefe animals, .that hardly 
any thing'would tempt the owners to part with them ; and 
the little Hock they had feemed to be at the difpofal < 
of their kings. When the vefTels lay at Oaitipiha Bay, - 
in the kingdom of Tiarrabou, or leiTer Peninfula, our . 
people were given to understand, that every hog and 
fowl belonged to Waheatoua; and that all the king* 
dom of Opoureonu, or the greater Peninfula, belonged 
to Otoo. While at this illand they got only 24 hogs 
in 17 days ; half of wjiich came from the kings them- 
selves, and the other half they were inclined to think 
were fold by their permiflion. 

They attributed die fcarcity of hogs to twocaufes, 
firft, to the great number of thefe animals which had 
been confumed, and carried away for ftock, by the 
fhips that had touched here of late years; fecondly to 
the frequent wars between the two. kingdoms. Two 
they knew, had commenced fince the year 1767 ; but 
now peace reigned among them, though they did not 
1 feem to entertain a cordial friendfliip for each others - 
Our people could not learn the occasion of the late 
war, nor who were victorious in the conflict j but they 
learnt, that in the laft battle which terminated the dif- 
pute, numbers were killed on both fides. On the 

part ,°f. 9* x>l,rconu > Toutaha > their very good friend, 
was killed, and feveral other chiefs. 

Such was the prefent ft ate of OtaheiCe, but the 
other lflands, that is, Huaheine, Ulietea, and Otaha 
which will be treated on in fucceffion, appeared in * 
more flounfhing condition, than they were when firft 
vifitcd; fince which having enjoyed the bleffinirs of 
peace, the people poUcis not only the neceflaries, buc 
many of the luxuries of life in great profuiion. 

Captain Furneaux, in September I773 , agreed to 
receive on board h.s. Hup a young man named Omai, 
a native of Uhetea or Ra>ctea,one of the Society Iflands!' 

5 C L hac ! fomc P ro P c " v > of which he was did 
poiTefled by the people of Bolabola. The two mips 
ieparating in a ftorm a few months afterwards, the 
voyage of the Adventure was brought to a much earli- 
er conciufion than that of the Rciolution : Yor fiir ar- 
rived atSpithcad in July following. 

Captain Cook at firft did not think Omai a proper 
perfon to bring to England, but, upon his arrival, was 
convinced of his error, and had the candor to acknow- 
ledge, that he much doubted whether any others of the 
(natives would have given more general satisfaction by 
his behaviour among! our people , being of opinion, 
•that the qualities of his head and heart did honour to 
human nature. He is Jefcribcd as paiTcfllng a good 
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underftandmg, quick parts, an romoanv 
which rendered him acceptable to the be J «™ W 
and a proper degree of pride, which induced mm to 
avoid the 'company of perfons of inferior rank ; and 
d£ though, d P oubtlefs/he had paiTions mc = 
wkh others of the fame age, as having judgme« 
enough not to indulge them to an excefs. His prin- 
cipal patrons whilft in England were the carl of Sand- 
wich, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander. His nob e pa- 
tron, then firft lord of the admiralty, introduced him to 
his majefty at Kew, and during his (lay in England he 
was carelTed by many of the principal nobility. He 
naturally imitated that eafy and elegant pohtenels, 
which is prevalent among the great, and which is one 
of the ornaments of civilized fociety. Indeed, he 
adopted the manners, the occupations and amufements 
of his companions in general, and gave many proofs of 
a quick perception, and a lively fancy. 

It was remarked, however, that though Omai lived 
in themidft of amufements during his refidence in Eng- 
land, his return to his native country was always in his 
thoughts, and though he was riot impatient to go, he 
exprefled a fatisfaction as the time of his return ap- 
proached. After a flay of two years, and having been 
inoculated for the fmall-pox, he embarked with Cap- 
tain Cook on board the Reiblution, when (he was fitted 
out for another voyage, loaded with prefents from his 
fevf-r;il friends, and duly grateful for the kind recep- 
tion and treatment he had experienced in this country. 

Such is the very candid and liberal account of this 
extraordinary Indian, refpecYing his conduct and beha- 
viour whilft: in England. We cannot, therefore, but 
exprefs concern on a review of fome tran fact ions at his 
return to his native country, which indicated a dege- 
neracy from the principles he was faid to pofTefs. 
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SECTION III. 
THIRD V O Y A G E. 

Arrival of Captain Cook with the Refolution and T) if co- 
very under bis command at Otabeite. Reception and 
tnanfaclions relative to Omai. Divers entertaining oc- 
, currences, &c. (Jc. 

CAPTAIN Cook failed on his third and lafl voy- 
age from Plymouth Sound in July 1776, in the 
Refolution, having under his command the Difcovcry, 
Captain Clarke, who had been his fecond lieutenant on 
board the former (hip, in his fecond voyage round the 
world. 

As upon die former, fo on the prefent occafion the 
commodore, on making the iflandof Otaheitc, (leered 
for Oaitipiha Bay, intending to anchor there, in order 
to procure ionic refrefhmcnts from the S. E. parts of 
the ifland, before they failed to Matavai, where they 
expected their principal fupply. As they approached 
the ifland they were attended by fevcral canoes, each 
containing two or three men : but 4 being of the lower 
clafs- Omai took no particular notice of them, nor they 
o£ him. They did not know that he was one of their 
countrymen, though they had converfed with him for 
fome time. At length a chief, whom Captain Cook 
had known before, named Ootee, and Omai'a brother- 
in-law, who happened to be now at this corner of the 
ifland, and three or four others, all of whom knew 
Omai before he embarked with captain Furneaux, came 
on board; yet there was nothing in the leaft tender or 
ftriking in their meeting;, but, on the contiary, a per- 
feet indifference on both fides, till Omai, conducting 
hip brother into the cabin, opened a drawer, and gave 
him a few red feathers. This circumllance being foon 
<ommunicated to the raft of the narives on deck, 
Ootee, who before \.ould hardly fpeak to him, now 
begged, that they might be Tayoi (friends) and ex. 
tlywgc names. Omai readily accepted of the ho- 
nour, and a prefent of red feathers jatified the agcec- 



ment. By way of return, Ootee fent afliore for a hog. 
It was evident, however, to all prefent, that it was not 
the man, but his property, that they efteemed. Had 
he not difplayed his treafure of red feathers, a com- 
modity of great eftimation in the ifland, it is matter of 
doubt whether they would have beflowed a fingle co- 
coa-nut upon him. Such was Omai's Mi ft reception 
among his countrymen j and though it was not ex- 
pected it would be otherwife, yet it was hoped, that 
the valuable flock of prefents, with which he had been 
pofleffed by the liberality of his friends in England, 
would be the certain means of raifing him into confe- 
quence, among the firft perfons of rank throughout 
the Society I (lands. This, indeed, rnufl h ave been 
the cafe, had he conducted himfelf with any degree of 
prudence ; but he paid little attention to the repeated 
advice of his bed friends, and laid himfelf open to 
every impofition. 

Through his means our people were informed by the 
natives who came off, that fince Captain Cook lafl: 
vifited this ifland in i774> two (hips had been twice in 
this bay, and had left animals there refembling thole 
they had on board ; but on a minute enquiry into par- 
ticulars they were found to confifl only of hogs, dogs, 
goats, a bull, and the male of another animal, which 
the natives fo imperfectly defcribed, that they could 
not conjecture what it was. Thefe (hips, they faid, had 
come from a place called Reema, which was luppofed 
to be Lima, the capital of Peru, and that thefe late 
vifitors were confequently Spaniards. They added, 
that the fh fl- time they arrived they built a houfe, and 
left ' behind them two priefts, a boy or fervant, and a 
fourth pcrfon whom they called Mateema, much fpo- 
k>en of at this time; taking away with them, when they 
failed, four of the natives : that about ten months af- 
ter the fame fhips returned, bringing back only two of 
the natives, the other two having died at Lima ; and 
that, after a fhort (lay, they took away the people they 
had left, but that the houfe they had erected was then 
(landing. 

So precarious and fluctuating was the (late of traffic 
and barter, that a quantity of feathers, which might be 
taken from the body of a tom-tit, would, early in the 
morning, have purchafed a hog of forty or fifty pounds 
weight : but when the whole (hip's crew were pqflefled 
of fome of this precious article, it decreafed above five 
hundred per cent, in its value in a few hours : however, 
' the balance, even then, was confiderably in favour of 
our people; and red feathers flill preferved a ftipeiio- 
rity over every other commodity. 

The lhips had not long anchored before Omai's 
fifler came on board, to congratulate him on his arri- 
val. It was pleafing to obferve, that, to the honour 
of both thefe relations, their meeting was marked with 
expreffions of the tendered affection, more eafily con - 
ceived than defcribed. 

Captain Cook having received a meflage from Wa- 
heiadooa king of Tiarraboo, notifying his arrival, and 
reciuefting he wou,ld come alhore to meet him, Omai 
and thci captain prepared to make him a vifit in form. 
Omai, on this occafion, took fome pains to drefs him- 
felf, not after the manner of the Englifh, nor that of' 
Otaheite, or Tongataboo, or in the drefs of any other 
country j but in a ilrange medley of all the habiliment 
and ornaments of which he was pofTefled. Thus 
equipped, on landing, they firfl paid a vifit to Etary, 
an old chief, who being cariied on an hand-barrow, 
accompanied them to a large building, where he was 
fet down. Omai feated himfelf on one fide, and the 
captain on the other. The young chief foon after ar- 
rived, attended by his mother and feveral principal 
men, who all feated themf elves npnofitc to their vifitors. 
One who fat near the captain made a fhort Ipeeclu con- 
fiding of fepcratc fentences, part of which was dictated 
by thofc about him. Another, on the oppofite fide, 
near the chief, fpoke next j Etary after him, and then 
Omai. The fuojects of thefe orations were, Captain 
Cook's arrival. The Refolution took her old ftation in 
Matavai J3ay. Ic 
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It is impoffible to give an adequate idea of the joy, 
which the natives exprefled on the occafion. 1 he 
fhores every where refounded with the name of Cook : 
not a child that could lifp Toote (the appellation they 
gave to Captain Cook) was filent. The manner where- 
by thefe people exprefs their joy is ib different from our 
fenfations, that were we to Ice perfons ftabbing them- 
felves with (hark's teeth, till their bodies were befmear- 
ed with blood, we fliould think they were pierced 
with the moft frantic defpair, and that it would be al- 
moft impoffible to afluage their grief ; whereas, beat- 
ing their breafts, tearing their hair, and wounding their 
heads and bodies, are the moft fignificant figns of 
their gladnefs to fee their friends. But, notwithftand- 
ing this appearance of joy, and their affectation of li- 
berality, they foon difcovered a mercenary dilpoficion 
totally centered in felf-intereft. 

Soon after the arrival of the Europeans, Otoo, the 
king of the whole ifland, accompanied by a great num- 
ber of the natives, in their canoes, came from Opar- 
ree, his place of refidence, and having landed on Ma- 
Point, fent a meflenger on board, intimating his 
defire to fee Captain Cook there. The captain ac- 
cordingly went on fliore, attended by Omai, and fome 
of the officers. They found a vaft multitude of peo- 
ple afTembled on this occafion, in the midft of whom 
was the king, with his father, his two brothers, and 
three fillers. The captain faluted Otoo, and was fol- 
lowed by Omai, who kneeled and embraced his legs. 
Though Omai had prepared himfelf for this ceremony, 
by drefllng himfelf in his beft apparel, and behaved 
with great refpect and modefty, yet very little notice 
was taken of him. He made the king a prefent of 
two yards of gold cloth, and a large tafiel of red fea- 
thers ; and the captain gave him a gold laced hat, a 
fuit of fine linen, fome tools, a quantity of red feathers, 
and one of the bonnets worn at the Friendly Iflands. 

This vifit being over, the king and all the royal fa- 
mily accompanied Captain Cook on board, followed 
by feveral canoes plentifully laden with all kinds of 
provisions. Each family owned a part, fo that the 
captain had a prefent from every one of them ; and 
each received from him a feparate prefent in return. Not 
long after the king's mother came on board, bringing 
with her fome provifions and cloth, which fhe divided 
between the captain and Omai. Though the latter was 
but little noticed at firft by his countrymen, they no 
fooner gained information of his wealth, than they be- 
gan to court his friendfhip. Captain Cook encou- 
raged this as far as lay in his power, being defirous of 
fixing him with Otoo. 

Intending to leave all the European animals at this 
ifland, he thought Omai would be able to give the na- 
tives fome inftructions with regard to their ufe and 
management But unfortunately Omai rejected his 
advice, and behaved in fo imprudent a manner, that 
he foon loft the friendfhip of Ocoo, and of all the moft 
considerable people at Otahcite. He aflbciated with 
thofe of the lowed clafs, whofe fble intention was to 
Plunder him , and if the Englifh had not interfered 

iSe^Thi?? w c ; i eft him a , fing,e artidc 

value. 1 h,s conduct drew upon him the ill-will of the 
principal chiefs, who found 'that they could not ob 
:»n. h-om any one in either Hup,. fJh valuabU • pre- 
fent* as were bellowed by Omai on the lowed JdS 
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tol, and fired it over diem, which never failed to make 

them run away. 

During the ftay of the (hips in Matavai Harbour, 
the commanders, with the principal officers and gen- 
tlemen, embarked on board the pinnaces, which, on 
this occafion, were decked in all the magnificence 
that fdken ftreamers, embroidered enfigns, and other 
gorgeous decorations could difplay, to pay a vifit to the 
king at Oparree. Omai, to furprife them the more, was 
cloathed in a captain's uniform, and could hardly be 
diftinguiflied from a Britifli officer. 

From Matavai to Oparree is about fix miles ; when 
the party arrived at the landing place, they were re- 
ceived by the marines then under arms. As fbon as the 
company were difembarked, the whole band of mufic 
ftruck up a military march, and the procefilon began* 
The road from the beach to the entrance of the pa- 
lace, (about half a mile) was lined on both fides with 
natives from all parts, expecting to fee Omai on horie- 
back, as the account of his appearance on the other 
fide of the ifland, had already reached the inhabitants 
on this. Appearing to them in ctifguife, he was not 
known : they were not, however, wholly difappointed, 
as the grandeur of the procefilon exceeded every thing 
of the kind they had ever fecn. The whole court were 
likewifc afTembled, and the king, with his lifters, on 
the approach of Captain Cook, came forth to meet 
him. As he was perfectly known by them, the'r firit 
falutations were frank and friendly, according to their 
known cuitoms ; and when thefe were over, proper 
attention was paid to every gentleman in company, and 
that too with a politenefs quite unexpected to thofe who 
had never before been on this ifland. 

As (bon as the company had entered the palace, and 
were feated, fome difcourle pafTed between the king 
and Captain Cook ; after which Omai was prefented 
to his majefty, and paid him the ufual homage of a 
fubject to a fovereign of that country, which confifts 
of little more than being uncovered before him, and 
then entered into a familiar converfation on the fubject 
of his travels. 

The Earees, or kings of this country, are not a- 
bove difcourfing with the meaneft of their fubjects ; 
but Omai, by being a favourite of the principal men 
of the (hips, was now confidered as a perfon of fome 
rank. The king, impatient to hear his ftory, afked 
him many qu eft tons, before he gave him time to an- 
fwer one. He enquired about the King of England $ 
his place of refidence ; his court; his attendants ; his 
warriors ; his fhips of war j his morai j the extent of 
his pofTeftions, &c. &c. Omai did not fail to mag- 
nify the grandeur of the Great King. He reprcfentcd 
the fplendour of his court by the-brilliancy of the (tars 
in the firmament ; the extent of his dominions, by the 
vaft expanfe of heaven ; the greatnefs of his power by 
the thunder that (hakes the earth. 1 le faid, this mo- 
narch had three hundred thou fa nd warriors every day 
at his command, and more than double that number of 
failors. That his fhips of war exceeded thole at Ma- 
tavai in magnitude, in the fame proportion as thole 
exceeded the (mall canoes at Oparree. 

His majefty appeared all aftonifhmcnt, and could not 
help interrupting him. He afked, if what he laid was 
true: where the Great King could find people to na- 
vigate fo many (hips ? And, if he could have men, 
where he could find provifions forfo large a multitude ? 
Omai affined him, that in one city only there were 
more pconle than were contained in the whole group of 
iflands that the country was full of large populous 
cities i notwithstanding which provifions were fo plen- 
tiful, that for a few pieces of yellow metal, like thofe 
of which he had fecn many, (meaning the medals 
given by Captain Cook to the chiefs) the Great King 
could purchafe a quantity of provifions fumcicnl for 
the maintenance .of a fiulor for a whole year. That 
in the country of the Great King, there were more than 
an hundred different kinds of four-footed animals, from 
the fizc of a rat, to that of ullage creeled on an ordi- 
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fiary canoe 5 and that' all thefe animals were numerous 
in their feveral kinds, and propagated very fad. 

Omai having, by this relation, obviated Otoo's 
doubts, adverted to his firft queftion. He faid the 
jhips of* war, in Pretanne, were furnifhed with poo- 
poos, (guns) each of which would receive the largeft 
poo-poo his majefty had yet feen, within it'; that fome 
carried an hundred and more of thofe poo-poos, with 
fuitable accommodations for a thoufand fighting men, 
and do wage for all kinds of cordage and warlike 
flores, befides provifions and water for a thoufand 
days j that they were fometimes abroad as long, fight- 
ing with the enemies of the Great King; that they 
carried with them frequently, in thefe expeditions, poo- 
poos that would hold a fmall hog, and which threw 
hollow globes of iron, of vail bignefs, filled with fire 
and all manner of combuftibles, and implements of 
deftru&ion* to a great diftance ; a few of whicjj, were 
they to be thrown among the fleet of Otaheite, would 
fet them on fire,, and deftroy the whole navy, were 
they ever fo numerous. The king feemed more af- 
tonifhed than delighted at this narration, and fuddenly 
left Omai, to join the company that were in conver- 
sation with Captain Cook. By this time dinner was 
nearly ready, and as fbon as the company were properly 
Jeated, was brought in by as many tow- tows as there 
were perfons to dine ; befides thefe, the king, the two 
commanders, and Omai, had each of them feveral 
perfons of fuperior rank to attend them. The 
dinner confided of fifh and fowl of various kinds, drefled 
after their manner ; barbicued pigs, dewed yams, and 
fruit of the molt delicious flavour, all ferved with an 
cafe, and regularity, that is feldom to be found at Eu- 
ropean tables, when the ladies are excluded from mak- 
ing part of the company. 

As foon as dinner was over, the gucfts were conduc- 
ted to the theatre ; where a company of players were 
in readinefs to perform a dramatical entertainment. 

The drama was regularly divided into three acts : 
the firft confided of dancing and dumb fhew ; the fc- 
cond of comedy, which, to thofe who underftood the 
language, was very laughable; for Omai, and the na- 
tives, appeared highly diverted the whole time; the 
lad was a mufical piece, in which the young princefTes 
were the fole performers. Between the acis fome 
feats of arms were exhibited, by combatants with 
lances and clubs. One made the attack, the other dood 
upon the defend ve. He who made the attack bran- 
difhed his Inner, and either threw, pufhed, or ufed it 
iivflead of his Huh. lie who was upon the defenfive, 
fiuck the point 'if his lance in the ground, in an ob- 
lique (hi cttion, f > that the upper part rofe above his 
head ; and by obferving the eye of his enemy, parried 
bus blows, or his itrokes, by the motion or his lance, 
audit was rare thai he was hurt by the club. If his 
nutagonift (truck at his I^gs, he fliewed his ability by 
jumping over the club ; and if at his head, he was 
no lels nimble in crouching under it. Their dexte- 
rity confided chiefly in the defence, otherwife the com- 
bat might have been fatal, which always ended in pood 

humour. 

Thefe entertainments, which generally laded about 
four hours, were really diverting. In the hornpipe 
they excelled the Europeans, for \hey had contortions 
of the face and mufcles to the nimblenefs of the foot, 
that were inimitable, and would, in fpite of our gravi- 
ty, provoke laughter ; their country dances were" well 
reiui and j and they had others of their own, that are 
equal to thole of our bed theatres: their comedy 
leemcd to conlilt of fome fimpk- dory, made laugh- 
able by the manner of delivery, fomewhar in the dyle 

of the merry-andrews formerly at the fairs in Eng- 
land. B 

The play being over, and night approaching, the 
commanders took their leave, after inviting the kin* 
and his attendants to dine aboard the Rcfolut.on 
I hey were conduced to the watcr-fide, in the fame 



manner as they approached the palace, and were attend 
ed by the king and royal family. The next morning 
Omai's mother, and feveral of his relations arnved° 
Their meeting was too unnatural to be plea fi no-. q u ^ 
people could not fee a woman frantically drikin:/ j Jcr 
face and arms with Hi ark's teeth, till die was alfover 
befmeared v/ith blood, without being hurt j as it c ; •« 
veyed no idea of joy to feeling minds, they never coua] 
be reconciled to this abfurd cufcom. 

Our [people had brought from the other ill rinds fe- 
veral fhaddock trees, which they planted he.e, :Vt)i [ 
there appeared to them a probability of their li.cf.ct'!- 
ding, unlefs their growth fhould be checked by t : l( . 
fame idle cui iofuy which deftroy ed a vine planted at 
Ohaitipiha by the Spaniards. Many of the natives 
allembled to tade the firfl fruits it produced ; but being 
dill four, they confulered it little better than poifon, 
and trod it under foot. 

On a particular occafion the captain attended Otoo 
to his father's, where lie faw feveral people employed 
in drefling two girls with fine cloth after a very fin^ular 
fafhion. There were feveral pieces, one end of each was 
held over the heads of the girh 9 while the remainder 
was wrapped round their bodies under the arm-pits. 
The upper ends were then let fall, and hung in folds 
to the ground, over the other, fo as to bear fome re- 
femblance to a circular hoop-petticoat : ladly, round 
the fides of all were wrapped feveral pieces of cloth, 
of various colours, which confiderably increafed the 
fize; it being five or fix yards in circuit* and the 
weight of this fingular attire was as much as the poor 
girls could fupport. To each were hung two taames, 
or bread-plates, in order to edabliih the whole, and 
give it a pidlurefque appearance. Thus equipped, they 
were taken on board, together with feveral hogs, and 
a quantity of fruit, the whole being a prefent to the 
Englifh commander from Otoo's fuller. 

Thofe who are dreded in this manner are railed 
j atte 5 but this ceremony is never performed except 
where large prefent s of cloth are to be made, lr ne- 
ver was feen praclifed upon any other occafion ; bur, 
both Captain Cook and Captain Gierke had cloth pre- 
fen ted to them afterwards wrapped round die bea: e; s in 
the fame manner. 

Captain Cook, excited by curiofity, went to feen an 
embalmed corpfe, near the refidence of Otoo. On 
enquiry, it was found to be the remains of Tee, a chief 
well known to him, when he lad vifited this ifiand. 
It was lying in an elegant toopapaoo, in all relm-cU 
fimilar to that at Oaitipijia, in which the remains of 
VVahciadoaa were depofited. The body was found un> 
coveie I within the toopapaoo, and wrapped up , n elorii 
At the captain's delire, the pcrfon who had the cure 
of it brought it out and placed it upon a kind of bicK 
fo as to exhibit a perfect view of it. 

The corpfe having been thus exhibited, they onw* 
mented the place with mats and cloths, difpoled in 
iuch a manner as to produce a pleafim? effect. Th" 
body was entire in every part j putrefaction feemrd 
hard y to be begun ; and not the lead difagrceahlc 
fmell proceeded bom it ; though this was one of !hc 
hotted climates, and Tee had been dead above four 
months. There was, indeed, a fhrinking of the nui! ■ 
cular parts and eyes, hut the hair and nails were in 

their original date, and the feveral joints weic pli- 
able. 1 

On enquiry into the method of thus prefervinp t lv\r 

dead bodies, our people were informed, that foon aft, r 
they arc dead, they aie difcmbowcllrd, by dnwino 
out the intedines, and other vilcera, alter which the 
whole cavity is fluffed with cloth; that when any 
rnoiflurc appeared, it was immediately diied up, and 
the body rubbed all over with pcrfmn/d eocoa-nur oil, 
winch, frequently repeated, pn-ferved them iiveral 
months ; after which they mouldeted away m'adu illy. 
Omai told them, that the bodies of all their great men, 
who die a natural death are thus prcferved, and ex- 
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pofed to public view a confiderable time after. At firft 
they are exhibited every fine day, afterwards the inter- 
vals become greater, and at laft they are fcldom to be 

To caufe furpf ife, as well as draw the refpect of the 
natives, the two captains mounted on horfeback, and 
rode round the plain of Matavai, to the aftonifhment of 
aft train of fpectators, who gazed upon them with as 
much furpriic as if they had been centaurs. The 
cattle were in good cafe and looked extremely well. 
What the captains had begun were repeated daily, 
by one or other of our people ; and yet the curiofity 
of the natives continued tin abated. 

After they had feen and underftood the ufe of thefe 
noble animals, they were exceedingly delighted with 
them ; and our people were of opinion, that they 
conveyed to them a better idea of the greatnefs of other 

nations, than all the novelties that had hitherto been 
carried among them. 

Several of the failors being very defirous to flay at 
Otahcite, Otoo interefted himfelf in their behalf, and 
endeavoured to prevail on Captain Cook to grant their 
rcqueft ; but he rejected peremptorily every application 
of that kind, though often repeated ; nor would he fuf- 
fcr any of the natives to enter on board, though many 
would have gladly accompanied the Europeans where- 
ever they intended to fail, and that too after they 
were aflured, that they never intended to vifit their 
country cny more. Some of the women alfo would have 
followed their Ehoonoas, or Pretanne hufbands, could 
they have been permitted 5 but the commander was 
equally averfe to the taking any of the natives away, 
as to the leaving his own people behind. 

The king, when he found he could not obtain his 
wa flies in this refpecl, applied to Captain Cook for an- 
other favour, which was to allow our carpenters to 
make him a cheft, or prefs, to fecure the treafures he 

even begged that a 
bed might be placed in it, where he intended to fleep. 
1 his rcqueft the captain readily granted ; and while the 
workmen were employed in making this uncommon 
piece of furniture, they were plentifully fupplicd with 
barbicued hog, and fuch dainties as tlie country af- 
forded, fo that they thought themfelves amply com- 

peniated for their pains. 

Captain Cook accompanied Otoo to Oparree 5 and 
before he left it, took a furvey of the cattfe and poul- 
try wh,ch he had configned to his friend's care, /very 

to. 1 wo of the geefe, and two of the ducks, were fit- 
ting i but the pea-hen and turkey hen had neither of 
them begun to lay. Me took four goats from O t0 o, 
two of winch he intended to leave at Ulietea, and to 
wfcnre two for the ufe of any other iflands he might 
touch at in his paflage to the north g 

Soon after Otoo came on board, and informed Can- 
tarn Cook that he had got a canoe, which he a*gJ& 
he would take with him as apre^'from the Fatee of 

< hc Earecrahic of Pretanne The CaptaCi 
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e...»de. At firft he fuppofed it to be a model of g Q ne 
>' lu-.r vein-Is of war, but it proved to b™ filial! iva 
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fent for him, in return for his friendlhip, which he 
fuppofed would be agreeable : " but (fays Otoo) Toote 
muft not be informed of this, becaufe he wanted it, 
and I refufed to let him have it." Accordingly he put 
the gjlafs into Captain Clerke's hands, alluring him, at 
the lame time, that he came honeftly by it. Captain 
Clerke, at firft, wilhed to be excufed from accepting it ; 
but Otoo infiflred that he mould, and left it with him. 
A few days after, he reminded Captain Clerke of the 
glafs ; who, though he did not wifh to have it, was 
yet defirous of obliging Otoo ; and thinking a few axes 
would be more acceptable, produced four, and offered 
them in exchange. Otoo immediately exclaimed* 
c< Toote offered me five for it." Well, fays Captain 
Clerke, if that be the cafe, you fhall not be a lofer by 
your friendlhip forme j there are fix axes for you. He 
readily, accepted them, but again defired that Captain 
Cook might not be made acquainted with the tranfac 
tion. 

By calms, and gentle breezes from the weft, our 
people were detained here fome time longer than they 
expected, during which the fhips were crouded with 
friends, and furrounded with canoes, for none of them 
would quit the place till they departed. At lenoth, 
the wind came round to the eaft, and they weighed°anl 
chor. When the Refolution and Difcovery were under 
fail, to oblige Otoo, and to gratify the curiofity of his 
people, feveral guns were fired, after which all friends, 
except his majefty, and two or three more, took leave 
of their vifitors with fuch lively marks of forrow and 
affeftion, as fufficiently teftified how much they re- 
gretted their departure. Otoo being defirous of fee- 
ing the Refolution fail, fhe made a ftretch out to fea 
and then in again immediately, when the king took his 
laft farewell, and went afhore in his canoe. It was 
ftri&ly enjoined the captain by Otoo to requeft, in his 
name, the Eareerahie of Pretanne (meaning the king 
of England) to fend him by the next fhip fome red 
feathers, and the birds which produced them; alfo 
axes, half a dozen mufkets, powder and fiiot, and by 
no means to forget horfes. 7 
The moft valuable things that Otoo received as pre- 
sents from the Englifh were left in the captain's pof. 
feffion till the day before they failed, the king declar, 
ing that they could be no where fo fafe. From the ac- 
quisition of new riches, the inducements to pilfering 
muft certainly have incrcafed, and the chiefs were fen- 
fible of this from their being fo exceeding defirous of 
having chefts. The few that the Spaniards had left 
among them were highly prized ; and they were con- 
tinually afking for others from our people. Locks and 
bolts were not confidercd as a fuflieicnt fecurity, fo that 
it muft be large enough for two people to fieep upon, 
and confequently guard it in the night. 

It may appear extraordinary, that no diftincl: ac- 
count could be obtained of the time when the Spani- 
ards arrived, the time they (laid, and when they de- 
parted. 1 he more enquiry was made into this nutter 
the greater was the proof of the incapability of moft 
of thefe people to remember, calculate, or note the 
time, when nail events happened, efpecially if for a 
longer period than eighteen or twenty months. It ap 
peared, however from the infeription upon the croli 
the Spaniards had fet up, and by the information of the 
natives, that two mips came to Oaitipiha Bay in 1774. 
not long after Captain Cook left Matavai, which was in 
May the fame year The live flock they left here con- 
fifted of one bull, ome goats, hogs and dogs, and the 
male of another animal, which, according to informa- 
tion, was a ram, at that time at Bolaboja. The ho«s 
being large had already much improved the breed ori- 
ginally found upon the ifiand. 6oat* were alfo pica. 
tift.1 there being hardly a chief without them. 

J he dogs that the Spaniards put afhore were of two 
or three fo.is: had they all been hanged, inftead of 
bcinff left upon the ifiaml, it would have been better 

SrfbiCSJT A « -m fell a vidim to one of 

Four 
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Four Spaniards remained on fhore when their fhips 
left the ifland, two of whom were jpricfts, one a fer- 
vant, and the other was much carefTed among the na- 
tives, who diftinguifhed him by the name of Mateema. 
He feemed to have fo far ftudied their language, as to 
have been able to Ipeak it, and to have been indefati- 
gable in imprelTing in the minds of the Otaheitans ex- 
ulted ideas of the greatnels of the Spanifli nation, and 
inducing them to think meanly of die Englifh. 

With what views the priefts remained on the ifland 
cannot eafily be conceived. If it was their intention to 
convert the natives to the catholic faith, they certainly 
have not fucceeded in a fingle inftance. It did not. ap- 
pear, indeed, that they ever attempted it ; for the na- 
tives faid, they never converfed with diem, either on 
this or any other fubject. The priefts refided the whole 
time at Oaitipiha ; but Mateema roved about continu- 
ally, vi firing many parts of the ifland. After he and 
his companions had ftaid ten months, two fhips arriv- 
ing at Otaheite took them on board, and failed in five 
days. Whatever defigns the Spaniards might have on 
this ifland, their hafty departure fliewed they had now 
laid them afide. They endeavoured to make the na- 
tives believe, that they intended to return, and would 
bring them all kinds of animals, and men and women 
who were to fettle on the ifland. Otoo, when he men- 
tioned this to Captain Cook, added, that if the Spani- 
ards lhould return, he would not permit them to enter 
Matavai fort, which, he faid, belonged to die Eng- 
lifh. The idea pleafed him; but he did not confider 
that an attempt to complete it would deprive him of 
his kingdom, and his people of their liberty. Tho' 



this fliews how cafily a fettlement might be effected at 
Otaheite. 

As Captain Cook had received a vifit from one of 
the two natives of this ifland who had been taken to 
Lima by the Spaniards, it is fbmewhat remarkable that 
he never faw him afterwards, efpecially as the captain 
received him with uncommon civility. It was imagined 
that Omai, from motives, of jealoufy, had kept him 
from the captain, he being a traveller, who, in fome 
degree, might vie with himfelf. Captain Clerke, who 
had feen the other man fpoke of him as an inconfide- 
rable character ; and his own countrymen entertained 
the fame opinion of him. In fhort, thofe two adven- 
turers feemed to be held in little or no efteem. They 
had not been fb fortunate, it is true, as to return home 
with fuch valuable property as had been beftowed upon 
Omai, whofe advantages were fo great from having 
been in England, tharif he fhould fink into his origu 
nal ftate of indolence, he has only himfelf to blame 
for it. 

..Omai would not have behaved fo inconfiftently as 
' he did in many inftances, had it not been for his After 
and brother-in-law, who, together with a few felett 
companions, engrofTed him to themfelves, in order to 
ftrip him of every article he pofifefTed *. and they would 
certainly have fucceeded, if Captain Cook had not ta- 
ken the moft ufeful articles of. his property into his 
pofTeflion. The commodore difappointed their farther 
views of plunder by forbidding them to appear at II ua- 
heine, while he continued at the Society Iflands, to 
which, on his leaving Otaheite, he intended to direct 
his courfe. 
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ISLANDS 



J | ^IIESE iflands compo/e a group of fix in number, 
JL uncfcgf the following names, by which they are 
called by thef .natives, viz. Htiaheine, Ulietea, or Rai- 
etea, Bolabola, Otaha, Tubai and Mawrua, or Moroua. 
Capt. Cook, who fir ft directed his courfe thitherin 1769, 
the inftance of Tupia, a very intelligent and accom- 
plished Indian, who embarked with him on his depar- 
ture from Otaheite, gave them the general appellation 
of the Society Iflands, for caufes which will appear in 
the fequel. They lie contiguous between the latitude 
of 16 deg. 10 min. and 16 deg. 55 min. fouth, and 
between the longitude of 150 deg. 57 min. and 152 
deg. weft. 

The luxuriant productions of thefe iflands, and be- 
nevolent difpofilioii of the natives, are highly celebrat- 
ed by different voyager*. The country is represented 
as richly endowed by nature, and the people as poflefl*- 
ing an extreme liberality of mind, evinced in a more 
particular manner by their chearfully contributing to 
fupply the wants of inch navigators whom chance or 
dclign might dircdt to their holpitable fpot. 

Nor are they lefs friendly than munificent, as ap- 
peared from the very condefcending afliduities (hewn 
to their European vifuois, fuch as carrying them in and 
out of the boats to prevent their catching cold from the 
I'urf wetting their feet j loading themfelves with the 
commodities they nurchafcl, going into the water for 
any bird that had lu-en fhot, inviting our people to re- 
pole in their dwelling*., after the fatigue of an excur- 
fton, or beinfr ex poled to the fcorehing rage of the fun, 
and many other alt* equally laudable. 

As the chiefs of j lief e iflands in general arcdefcended 
from the lame family, they naturally fuppofed that all 
thofe of liiperior rani; on board the fhip were allied, 
and p.irtiiularly a; ihey inefled together. Hence, 



whenever they paid a vifit to any of the chief*, befoie 
their departure they were adopted according to their 
refpective ages, as father, brother or Ton. In a word, 
their hofpitality upon every occafion appeared fo di- 
ftinguifhed, that it is. mentioned as a virtue worthy not 
only of the warmed commendation, but precife imi- 
tation of the moft civilized parts of the globe. The 
propriety, therefore, of the appellation given them by 
Capt. Cook is clearly evident. 



SECTION I. 
H U A H E I N F. 

TH E ifland of Huahcine, difeovered by Captain 
Cook two days after his departure from Ota- 
heite, in 1769, lies in latitude 16 deg, .43 min. fouth, 
and longitude 1 50 deg. 52 min. weft. It is about 30 
leagues diftant from Otaheite, and about 20 miles in 
circumference, having a commodious harbour 0.1 the 
weft fide. 

It is divided into two peninfulas joined by an ifth- 
mus, which at high water is overflowed : it feems to have 
been difturbed by volcanoes ; and the face of the coun- 
try refembles that of Otaheite, 

When the Endeavour was in fight feveral ca:ioes put 
offj but they appeared fearful of appio.iching the 
fhip, till they faw Tupia, who totally removing their 
apprchenfions, they ventured to come alon^-fidcj and, 
upon affu ranees of friend (hip, the king and queen 
went onboard. They cxpreflcd attonifhment at every 
thing that was (hewn them, though, at the fame time, 
they appeared fatisfied with what was prefented to 
their oolcrvation, making no enquiry after any other 

objects, 
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©bjecls, notwithftanding it was reafonable to fuppofe 
that a building of fiich utility and extent as the fhip 
jnuft have afforded many curiofnies. The ceremony 
of exchanging names, generally confidered as a mark 
of friendfhip in thefe iflands, paffed between the king, 
whofe name was Oree, and Captain Cook, 

Having come to anchor in a fmall but fine harbour, 
Captain Cook went on Ihore, accompanied by Mr. 
Banks and fome other gentlemen, with Tupia and the 
king. Various ceremonies then parted between the 
king and our people, which were confidered as a kind 
Of ratification of a treaty between the Englilh and the 
king of Huaheine. 

The level part of this ifland is very fertile, and abounds 
with bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees; and its productions 
are more forward than thofe at Otaheite. 

The mountains here, as in the Society I Hands in 
general, continually attract the vapours from the at- 
Tnofphere, and many rivulets defcend from the broken 
rocks into the plain, fo that they are fupplied with 
plenty of water, which contributes both to the comfort 
and health of the natives. 

The iflanders take great pains with the cultivation of 
their cloth-tree, having drains made through beds of 
earth to draw off the water, and the fides neatly built 
up with ftones; and in the drains they plant the arum, 
which yields the yam they call tato. 

On the departure of the Endeavour from this ifland, 

the commander prefented the king with a fmall plate of 

pewter, on which was inferibed, " His Britannic Ma- 

jefty's Ship Endeavour, Lieutenant Cook, Commander, 
1 6th July, 1 7 69." 

Many of the younger men of the natives, during the 
ftay of the fhipat this ifland, voluntarily offered to take 
their paflage with the Commander for England. From 
the whole he fingled out one called, by fome, Oedidce, 
by others, Mahine. This vouth was a native of Bola- 
bola, and a near relation of O-Poony, the king of that 
ifland and conqueror of feveral adjacent ones.° He is 
defcribed as pofTefling mental and perfonal accomplish- 
ments, which endeared him to the people in general 
on board the fhip. 

When Captain Cook directed his courfe to the fouth- 
ward, and arrived in 62 degrees latitude, Mahine ex- 
prefTed his furpnfe at feveral little fnow and hail fhow- 
ers on the preceding days, fuch phenomena beinc 
utterlyunknown in his country. The appearance of • 
white ftones, which melted in his hand, was altogether 
miraculous in his eyes ; and though pains were taken 
to explain to him that cold was the caufe of their forma 
tion, his ideas on that fubjeel: did not feem to be verv 
dear. A very heavy fall of fnow furprifed him more 
than ever ; and after long confideration of its fibular 
qualities, he faid he would call it white rain when he 
got back to his own country. In fine, it was with dif- 
ficulty he was periuaded to believe that fnow and ice 
were only frefti water, till he was fliewn fome concealed 
in a cafk on the deck. He ftill, however, declared that 
he would call this « the whirr l,n,l • \2 ' T J C S *? ac 



.„ . . „ tne white land, 

guifhing it from all the reft. 



by way of diftin- 



wK " ad ^llt^ed a number of little (lender twi- 
which he carefully tied in a bundle, and made ufe of 
inftead of a journal : for every ifland he had fecn and 
viflted after his departure from the Society Ifl Zh h 

time amounted to about nine or ten, of which he re 
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desired of i^K'^ 



his countrymen, when he fhould go back to recount 
the wonders of congealed .rain, and of perpetual 
day. 

The approach of winter led Captain Cook once more 
to feek the refrefhments of milder climes, and there- 
fore determining on a vifit to the Society Iflands, made 
Otaheite in his paflage, where Mahine met with 
feveral of his relations, and married the daughter of a 
chief of the diftrict of Matavai. Unfortunately die 
ceremony performed on this occafion was not obferved 
by any of the fhip's company, who could convey any 
kind of idea of it : a petty officer, indeed, who was pre- 
fent, reported, that a number of ceremonies were per- 
formed which were extremely curious, but could not 
relate any one of them, fo that this interefring* particu- 
lar, refpe<5ting the manners of thefe people, remains 
entirely unknown. Mahine embarked with Captain 
Cook for Huaheine, leaving, as fuppofed, his new- 
married wife at Otaheite ; for no farther mention is 
made of her. 

He would willingly have proceeded for England, had 
he had the leaft hopes "given him of ever returning to his 
native home ; but, as Captain Cook could not promife, 
or even fuppofe, that more Englifh fhips would be 
fent to thefe iflands, Mahine chofe to remain in his 
native country ; but he left the fhip with regret, fully 
demonftrative of the efteem he bore to the finglifh. 

Words cannot defcribe the anguifh that appeared in 
this young man's breaft.when he went away. He look- 
ed up at the fhip, burft into tears, and then funk down 
into the canoe. Juft as he was going out of the fhip, 
he made a requeft to Captain Cook, with which he 
complied, and then gave him a certificate of the time 
he had been on board, and recommended him to the 
notice of thofe who might touch there after him. 

When Captain Cook vifited this ifland on his fecond 
voyage with the Refolution and "Adventure under his 
command, the former anchored in 24 fathoms water 
but the latter got on fhore on the north fide of the 
channel, though fhe was happily got off again without 
receiving any damage. The natives received our peo- 
ple with the utmoft cordiality. 

Capt. Cook was informed that Oree was ftill alive 
and waited to fee him. The commanders, with o- 
thers, went to the place appointed for the interview. 
The chief had carefully perferved the piece of pewter 
with an inscription on it, which Captain Cook had pre- 
fented him with in 1769, together with a piece of 
counterfeit Englifh coin, which, with a few beads, were 
all in the fame bag the captain made for them ; thefe 
the chief fent on board. This part of the ceremony 
being over, our party were defired by their guide to 
decorate three young plantain trees with nails, lookine- 
glafles, beads, medals, &c. With thefe in their hands 
they landed, and were conducted through the multi- 
tude. They were directed to fit down a few paces be- 
fore the chief, and the plantains were laid one by one 
before him. They were told that one was for the Dei- 
ty another for the king, and a third for friendfhip. 
f ins being done, the king came to Captain Cook, 
fell on his neck and kitted him. A great cffufion of 
tears fell down the venerable cheeks or this old man • 
and ,f ever tears fpokc the language of the heart, furel* 
thefe -did. Prefcnts were ma3c to all his attendants 
and friends. Captain Cook regarded him as a father 

and therefore prefented him with the moft valuable at - 
tides he had. 

The commander on going on fhore after break fa ft, 
earnt that one of the inhabitants had been very info- 
lent and troublefome. The man was fliewn to him. 
equipped in his war habit, with a club in .each hand 
1 he captain took thefe from him, as he perceived him 
bent or 1 mifchief, broke them before his face, and o- 
bhged him to retire. Being informed that this man 
was « chief, he became a little fufptcioui of him, and 
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luckily they did him no harm, though tliey (truck him 
fevcral times with his own hanger. They made off 
when they had done this, and another of the natives 
brought a piece of cloth to cover him, 

This gentleman prefentiy appeared at the trading- 
place, where a number of the natives were aflembled, 
tvho all fled at feeing him* Captain Cook perfuaded 
fome of them to return, a/Turing them that none fliould 
fuffer who were innocent. When the king heard this 
complaint, he and his companions wept bitterly ; and 
as foon as his grief was alTuaged, he made a -long ha- 
rangue to the people, telling them the bafenefs of fuch 
actions, when the captain and his crew had always be- 
haved fo well to them. He then took a very particu- 
lar account of all the things the gentleman had loft, 
and prom i fed they mould be returned, if it was in his 
power to find them. After this, he defired Cap- 
tain Cook to follow him to the boat, but the people 
being apprehenfrve of his fafety, ufed every argument 
to difluade him from it. It is impoffible to defcribe 
the grief they exprefied in the intrearies they ufed j 
-every face was bedewed whh tears, and every mouth 
was filled with the molt difluafive arguments. Oree 
was deaf to them all, and infilled on .going with the 
captain ; when they both were in the boat, he defired 
it might be put off. The only perfon who did not op- 
pofe his going, was his filler, and (he fhewed a mag- 
nanimity of fpirit equal to her brother. 

Peace was now perfectly re-eftablifhed, provifions 
poured in from all quarters, the gentleman's coat and 
hanger were returned, and thus ended thefe trouble- 
some tran factions. 

The captains, Cook and Furneaux, went to pay their 
farewell to Oree, and preftnted him with things both 
valuable and* ufefuL They left him a copper-plate with 
this inscription, " Anchored here his Britannic Majef- 
•ty's fhips Refolution and Adventure, September, 1773." 
Having traded for fuch things as were wanted, they 
took their leave, winch was very affectionate. On return- 
ing to th« mips, they were crowded, as on arrival, with 
canoes filled with hogs, fowls, &c. Soon after they 
were on board, the king came and informed them that 
the robbers were taken, and defired them to go on 
fhore in order to behold their exemplary punifhment. 
This they woukf willingly have done, but were pre- 
vented by the Adventure's being out of the harbour, 

and die Refolution under fail. 

The good old king ftaid with them till they were 
near two miles out at fea, and then, after taking ano- 
ther affectionate leave, parted. During their fhort 
ftay at die final 1 but fertile ifland of Huaheine, they 
procured upwards of 300 hogs, befides fowls and fruit 
*n great abundance. 

The Kt'fokitioq and Difcovery, on Captain Cook's 
third voyage, anchored on the 12th of October, 1777, 
at the northern entrance of Owner re harbour, fituatcd 
on the wed fide of this ifland. Omai, in his canoe, 
entered the harbour juft before them, but did not 
land; and though many of his countrymen crouded to 
fee him, he did not take much notice of them. Great 
numbers alio came off to the (hips, infomuch that they 
were greatly incommoded by them, 

The next morning, all the principal people of the 
illand repaired to the European mips agreeable to the 
withes ul the commodore, as it was now time to fetrJe 
Omai, and he fuppofed that the nrcfcncc of thefe chiefs 
would enable him to effect it in a fatisfactory man- 
ner. Buc Omai now feemed inclined to eflablifh him- 
fclfat IMieteaj and if he and C sip tain Cook could have 
agreed with refpect to tl\c mode of accompli (lung that 
defign, the latUT would have conferred to adopt it. 
His father had been deprived by the inhabitants. of Ro- 
labola, when they fubdued U lie tea, or fome land in 
that ilLuid ; and the captain hoped he mould be able 
to get it rellored to the £>n without difficulty. For 
this purpole, U was nccefljiry that Omai fliould be 
urion fncrully terms with thofe vwhc* had become mailers 
oi the illand i but, he would not liltcn to any fuch pro- 



pofal, and was vain enough to imagine that the captain 
would make ufe of force to reinftate him in hh for* 
feited lands.; 

This prepoflefTion preventing his being fixed atUli. 
etea, the captain began to con fid er Huaheine as the 
more proper place, and therefore determined to avaft 
himfelf of the prefence of the chief men of diat ifland 
and propofe the affair to them. ■ 
The fhips were no lefs crouded with hogs, than with 
chiefs, the former being poured in fafter than the but- 
chers and falters could difpatch them. Indeed, for fe- 
veral days after arrival, fome hundreds, great and final} 
were brought on board j and, if any were refufed, they 
were thrown into the boats and left behind. 

The captain prepared to make a vifit in form to 
Taireetarcea, the Earee rahie, or then reigning kijx* 
of the ifland/ Omai, who was to accompany him* 
dreffed himfelf very properly on the occafion, and p ro ! 
vided 2 handfome pre fen t for the chief himfelf, ^ 
another for his Eatooa. Their landing dreW moft of 
thevilitors from the ft>ips > fo that the concoutfe* of peo- 
ple became very great. 

The captain waited fome fime for the king; hut 
when he appeared, he found his prefence might have 
been difpenied with, as his age did not exceed ten years 
Omai, who flood at a little diftance from the circle of 
great men, began with making his- offerings to the <rodi 
which confilled of cloth, red feathers, &c. Another 5 
offering fucceeded, which was to be. given to the goA 
by the young chief; and after that, feveral other tuft* 
of red feathers were prefented. The different articles 
were laid before the prieft, being each of them del 
hvered with a kind of prayer, which 'was fpoken bv 
one of Omai's friends, though in a great meafure die'- 
tatcd by himfelf. In thefe prayers he did not forget his 
friends in England, nor thofe who had condu&ed him 
fafe back to his native country. The Earee rahie or 
Pretanne, (king of Great Britain,) the Earl of Sand- 
wich, Toote (Captain Cook,) Tatee (Captain Clerke,) 
were mentioned in every one of them. Thefe offer- 
ings and prayers being ended, the prieft took each of 
the articles in order, and, after repeating a conclud- 
ing prayer, fent every one of them to the Morai. 

After the performance of thefe religious rites, Omai 
feated himielf by the Captain, who beftowed a prefent 
on the young prince, and received another in return. 
Some arrangements were then agreed upon, relative u> 
the mode of carrying on the intercourfe between our 
people and die natives. The- eflablifhment of Omai 
was then propofed to this, aflembly of chiefs. 1 hey 
were informed,, that the Englifh had conveyed him info 
their country, where he was well received by the gre.it 
king of Pretanne, and his Earces; and then hail been 
treated, during his whole flay, with all the marks of 
regard and afieaion ; that he had been brought bad: 
again* enriched with a variety of articles, which, it was 
hoped, would be highly beneficial to his countrymen; 
and that, befides the two horfes which were to con- 
tinue with him, many other new and ufcful animals 
had been left at Otahcite, which would fpeedily mul- 
tiply, and furniih a fufficient number for the life of 
all the neighbouring i Hands. They were then given c<> 
undeiitand* it was the commodore^ earneft requefl, 
that they would give his friend, Omai, a piece of land, 
upon winch he might build a houfe, and raife provifions 
for himfelf and family ; adding-, that if he could nor 
obtain this at Huaheine, cither by donation or purchafc, 
he was refolved to carry him to Ulietea,. and fettle him 

there. 

It was obfcrved that this roncUifion feemed to gain 
the approbation of all the chiefs > and the reafon was 
obvious. Omai had flattered himfelf, that the captain 
would ufe force in reftoring him to his father's pof- 
fdljons in Ulietea; and he had vaunted himfelf en this 
fubject among forae chiefs, at this meeting, who 
expected that they fhould be affifted by our peopl 
aninvafion ofUlictea, and driving the Bolabohna out 
of that ifland. 
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It being proper, therefore, that they fhould be uh- 
deceived in this particular, the captain, with this view* 
fignifted to them, in the moft decifive manner, that he 
would neither give them any afliftance in fuch an en- 
terprize, nor even fuffcr it to be put in execution, 
while he remained in their Teas 5 and that, if Omai el- 
tablifhed himfelf in Ulietea, he fhould be introduced 
as a friend, and not forced upon the people of Bolabola 

as their conqueror. # 

This peremptory declaration immediately gave a 
new turn to the fentiments of the council j one of whom 
exprefTed himfelf to this effect : that the whole ifland 
of] Huaheine, and whatever it contained, were Cap- 
tain Cook's, and therefore he might difpofe of 
what portion he pleaied to his friend : but, though O- 
mai feemed much plea fed at hearing this, he defired 
them to mark out the fpot, and likewife the exact 
quantity of land, which they intended to grant for the 
fcttlement. Upon this, fome chiefs, who had retired 
from the aflembly, were fent for, and after a fliort 
confutation, the commodore's rcqueft was junanimoufly 
complied with, and the ground immediately fixed upon, 
adjoining to the houfe where the pre fent meeting; was 
held. It extended along the fhore of the harbour near 
aoo yards ; its depth, to the bottom of the hill, was 
ibmewhat more ; and a proportionate part of the hill 
was comprehended in the grant. 

In order to give him a confequence, Captain Cook 
rode with Omai on horfeback, followed by the natives, 
who, attracted _ by the novelty of the fight, flocked 
from the moft remote parts of the ifland to be fpecta- 
tors. 

Orders were given, during the flay of the mips in 
this harbour, to carry the bread on fhore to clear it of 
vermin. The number of cock-roaches that infefted 
the fhip at this time is almoft incredible. The damage 
fuftained by them was very confiderable ; and every at- 
tempt to deftroy them proved fruitlefs. If any kind 
of food was expofed for a few minutes, it was covered 
with thefe noxious infects, who foon pierced it full of 
holes, fo that it refembled a honeycomb. 

The natives were fo fond of ink that they fucked it 
out of the writing on the labels fattened to different ar- 
ticles ; and the only thing that preferved books from 
their ravages, was the clofenefs of the binding, which 
prevented thefe voracious deftroyers from infinuating 
themfelves between the leaves. 

The affair being fettled between the commodore and 
the chief, the carpenters and caulkers were ordered on 
fhore to erect a houfe for Omai, wherein he might fe- 
cure the various European commodities that he had in 
his pofl'eflion : at the fame time others of our people 
were employed in making a garden for his ufe, plant- 
ing vines, fliatklork, melons, pine-apples, and the 
feeds of various kinds of vegetables ; all which were 
in a flourifhing ftate before their departure from the 
ifland. 

Omai began now to pay a ferious attention to his 
own affairs, and heartily repented of his ill-judged pro- 

e was now the only rich man in 
the kingdom ; and being matter of an accumulated 
quantity of a fp.-cies of trcailire, which his countrymen 
could not create by any art or induilry of their own, it 
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was natural, therefore, to imagine, that while all we 
debrous of fliarw K this envied wealth, all would L. 
ready to join in attempts to lbip its fole proprietor 
As the moft hkely means of preventing this, taptain 
Cook advded him to diftribiiu- fome of his moveables 
among two or three of the piinripal chiefs, who, on 
being thus gratified, might be induced to favour him 
with their patronage, and l>iicld him from the injuries 
of others. Omai promilol to follow this advice and 
before our people laded this prudent flep was taken. 
Ihe captain, however, not confiding wholly in the 
operations of gratitude, had recourfe to the more for! 
cibk and efteffi.nl motive of intimidation, tak ng every 
pportunuy „f uot fyili t0 tKe i„h a bi«n*.7ff KZ 
Jm.1ntet.tton to make another vifit to their ifland' aft" 
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having been abfent the ufual time ; and that if he did 
not find his friend in the fame ftate of fecurity in which 
he fhotild leave him at prefentr, all thofe who had been 
his enemies might expert to become the objects of his 
refentment; . . 

The intercourfe of trade and friendly offices between 
the Englifh and the inhabitants of Huaheine was inter- 
rupted ; for, in the evening, one of them found means 
to get into Mr. Bayley's obfervatory, and carry off a 
fextant unobferved; Captain Cook was no fooner in- 
formed of this theft, than he went afhore, and defired 
Omai to apply to the chiefs to procure reftitution. He 
accordingly made application to them, but they took 
no fteps towards recovering the. inftrument, being more 
attentive to a beeva that was then exhibiting, till the 
captain ordered the performers to defift. Being now 
convinced he was in earneft, they began to make fome 
enquiry after the delinquent, who was fitting in the 
midft of them, with fuch marks of unconcern, that 
the captain was in great doubt of his being guilty, par- 
ticularly as he denied it. Omai afluring him tnis was 
the perfon, he was fent oft board the Refolution, and 
put in irons. This raifed a univerfal ferment among 
the i (landers, and the whole body fled with precipita- 
tion. The prifoner being examined by Omai, was with 
fome difficulty brought to confefs where he had eon^- 
cealed the fextant, and it was brought back unhurt the 
next morning. After this, the natives recovered from 
their confirmation, and began to gather about the Eng- 
lifh as ufual. As the thiet appeared to be a fhamelefs 
villain, the commodore puniilied him with greater fe- 
verity than he had ever done any former culprit; for^ 
befides having his head and beard fhaved, he ordered 
both his ears to be cut off, and his eye-brows to be 
fleed, than which no punifhment could have fubjefted 
him to greater difgr ce. In this bleeding condition he 
was fent on fhore, and expof. d as a fpe&acle to inti- 
midate the people from meddling with what was not' 
their own. * The natives looked with horror upon the 
man, and it was eafy to perceive that this aft gave them 
general dilguft : even Omai was affected, though he 
endeavoured to iuftify it, by telling his friends, that if 
fuch a crime had been committed in the country where 
he had been, the thief would have been fentenced to 
lofe his life. But, how well foever he might carry off 
the matter, he dreaded the confequences to himfelf, 
which, in part, appeared in a few days, and were pro- 
bably more feverely felt by him foon after the departure 
of the fhips. 

A general alarm was fpread, occafioned by a report, 
that one of our goats had been ftolen by the before- 
mentioned thief j and though, upon examination, every 
thing was found fafe in that quarter, yet it appeared 
that he had deftroyed and carried off from the grounds 
of Omai feveral vines and cabbage plants ; that he had 
pubhckly threatened to put him to death, and to fet fire 
to his houfe as foon as his European friends fliould quit 
this place. To prevent his doing any farther mifchief, 
the captain ordered him to be feized, and confined ao-ain 
on board the fhip, with a view of carrying him off the 
ifland; and this intention feemed to give general faris- 
faction to all the chiefs, l ie was a native of Bolabola; 
but there were too many of the people here ready to 
co-operate with him in all his deflgns. 

Their Earee rahie was hut a child; and it was not 
obferved, that there was an individual, or any fet of 
men, who held the reins of government for him ; lb 
that whenever any mifundcrftanding occurred between 
the Enghfh and the natives, they never knew, withjuf- 
hcient precifion, to whom it was ncceflUry to apply, in 
order to effect an accommodation, or procure rcdrefs. 

i t? W i mornin e> fivc davs after his impiifonmcnr, 
the 13olabola-man found means to cfcape from his con. 
hnemcnt, and out of the fhip, carrying with him the 
fliacklcof the bilboo,bolt that had been put about his 
leg, which was taken from him as foon a* lie arrived 
on fhore, by one of the chiefs, and given to Omai, 
who went with all expedition on boaid the fhip, to 
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inform the captain, that his mortal enemy was again 

let Ou/ e pe U o7c we« pleafed at hearing that the delin- 
quent ShoVcaped *had gone over to Uhetea ; but it 
was thought by fbme he only intended to conceal him- 
felf till their departure, when he would revenge the 
fuppofed indignity by open or fecrec attacks upon O- 
maT whofe houfe being nearly finifhed, many of h.s 
moveables were carried on Ihore. Among other ar- 
ticles was a box of toys, which greatly pleafed the 
eaxing multitude ; but as to his plates, dirties, dnnk- 
fnc mugs, glafles, and the whole train of apparatus, 
fcarce one of his countrymen would even look at them. 
Omai himfelf began to think, that they would be of 
no fervice to him ; that a baked hog was more favory 
than a boiled one ; that a plantain leaf made as good 
a dilh or plate as pewter ; that a cocoa-nut fliell was 
as convenient a goblet as one of our mugs. He 
therefore difpofed of moft of thofe articles of Engli.Ti. 
furniture among the Crew of the fliips ; and received 
from them in return, hatchets, and other implements, 
which had a more intrinfic value in this part of the 

• A 

world. 

Among the numerous preicnts beftowed upon him 
in England, fireworks had not been omitted ; fomc 
of which were now exhibited, before a great number 
of people, who beheld them with a^nixturc of pleaiure 
and fear. Thofe that remained were put in order, 
and left with Omai, purfuant to their original deto- 
nation. 

Preparations were now made for departure from Hu- 
aheine, and every thing taken off from the fhore ex- 
cept a goat big with kid, a horfe and a mare, which 
were left in thepofleflion of Omai, who was now to be 
finally feparated from his Englifh friends. They 
•ave him alfo a boar and twp lows, of the Englifh 
Jreed * and he had two fows of his own. The horfe 
had covered the mare at Otaheite ; fo that the intro- 
duction of a breed of horfes into thefe iflands has pro- 
bably Succeeded by this valuable prefent. 

Omai's European weapons confided of a fowling- 
piece, two pair of piftpls, feveral fwords, cutlafles, a 
muflcet, bayonet, and a cartouch box. After he had 
got on more whatever belonged to him, he frequently 
invited the two captains, and moft of the officers of 
both mips to dine with him ; on which occafion his 
tabic was plentifully fpread with die boll: provifions that 
the iiland could afford. 

Omai, thus powerfully fupported, went through the 
fatigues of the day better than could have been ex- 
pected from the defpondency that appeared in his 
countenance, when firft the company began to aflem- 
ble. Perhaps his awkward fituation, between half 
Indian preparations, might contribute not a little to 
cmbarrafs him ; for having never before made an en- 
tertainment himfelf, though hc had been a partaker at 
many both in England ana. in the iQands, he was yet 
at a Ws to conduct himfelf properly to fo many guefts, 
all of them fupcrior to lumfelf in point of rank, though 
he might be laid to be fupcrior, in point of fortune, to 
moft of the chiefs prcfent. 

Nothing, however, was wanting to imprefs the in- 
habitants with an opinion of- his confequencc. The 
drums, trumpets, bagpipes, hautboys, flutes, violins, 
in fhort, the whole band of mufic attended, and took 
it by turns to play while dinner was getting ready j 
and when the company were feated, tne whole band 
joined in full concert, to the admiration of crowds of 
the inhabitants, who were affemblcd round the houfe 

on this occafion. 

The dinner confuted, as ufual, of the various pro- 
ductions of the iiland, barbicucd hogs, fowls dreiTed, 
fomc after the manner of the country, and others after 
the Englifh fafhion, with plenty of wine and other li- 
quors, with which two or three of the chiefs made very 
free. Dinner over, hcivas and fire-works fucccedcd j 
and when night approached, the multitudes that at- 

1 



tended as fpectators, difperfed, without the leaft dis- 
order, - 

Before they fet fail, the commodore caufed the fol- 
lowing infeription to be cut in the^ front of Omai's 
houfe. 

■ 

Georgius lertius* Rto, 1 NbvemMs, 1777, 
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The commodore having thus executed his main de- 
fign, took advantage of an eafterly breeze, and failed 
out of Owharre harbour. Upon this ifland our peo- 
ple had procured more than 400 hogs. 

It was agreed upon, that immediately after the de- 
parture of the fhips, Omai mould erect a fpacious 
houfe, after the falhion of his own country ; and the 
chiefs of the ifland promifed to contribute their afiifU 
ance. Many of the natives continued on board till the 
veffels were under fail ; when the captain, to gratify 
their curiofity, -ordered five of the great guns to be 
fired. They then all departed except Omai, who re- 
mained till the /hips went out to fea. 

Omai went on fhore in a boat, and took a very af- 
fectionate and final leave of the captain, never to fee 
him more. On this occafion he gave him his laft in- 
fixuetions how to act, directing him to fend his boat to 
Ulietea, to acquaint him with the behaviour of the 
chiefs in the abfence of the mips, which he was to fig- 
nify by particular and private tokens. He had en- 
deavoured to prevail on Captain Cook to let him re- 
turn to England, which made his parting with -him and 
our officers the more affecting. If tears could have 
prevaileclon the commander to let him return, Omai's 
eyes were never dry ; and if the rendereft fupplications 
of a dutiful fon to an obdurate father could have made 
any imprcflions, Omai hung round his neck in ail the 
feeming agony of a^ child trying to melt the heart of a 
relunctant parent. He twined his arms round him 
with the ardour of inviolable fricndfliip, till Captain 
Cook, unable any longer to contain himfclf, broke 
from and retired to his cabin, to indulge that natural 
fympathy which he could not refift, leaving Omai to 
dry up his tears, and compofe himfelf on the quarter 

deck. 

Having then bid farewell, he was accompanied by 
lieutenant King in the boat, who informed Captain 
Cook he had wept all the time he was going on 
fiiorc. It was hoped that he would exert his endea- 
vours to bring to perfection the various fruits and ve- 
getables that were planted by his Englifh friends, which 

be no fmall acquintion. 

The principal advantage thefe iflands are likely to 
receive from the travels of Omai, will prpbably arifc 
from the animals that have been left upon them; 
which, perhaps, they never would have obtained, if he 
had not come over to England. When thefe multi- 
ply, Otahcite, and the Society Iilcs, will equal any 
places in the known world, with refpect to provifions. 
Omai's return, and the fubftantial proofs he had dis- 
played of Britifh liberality, encouraged many to offer 
themfelves as volunteers to accompany our people to 
Pretanne. 



SECTION II. 

ULIETEA, or RAIE'TEA. 

THIS ifland is about 20 leagues in circumference. 
When Captain Cook, Mr. Banks and others 
went on fhore, accompanied by Tuf>ia, they were re- 
ceived by the natives in the moft courteous manner ; 
reports concerning them having been tranfmitted from 
Otahcite, After fame ceremonies had patted, Captain 
Cook took pofTcflion of this and the adjacent iQands, in 
the name of the king of Great Britain. 

The 
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The country has extenfive plains and high hills, the 

foil on the top of which was found to be a kind of 
ftone n\arle. On the fides w C re fome ******** 
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mieht be lodged in the mountianous parts of the ifland. 

It's vegetable produttions are chiefly plantains, cocoa 
nuts and yams : thofe of the animal kind hogs and 
fowls : but the latter articles do not abound. 

There is great fimilarlty in perfon, manners and 
cuftoms between the natives of this and the .Hands 
adjacent. Ulietea, however, was diftinguifhed from 
the reft, by a remarkable Morai, which the natives 
called Tapodeloatea. The walls which were about 
ight feet, were raifed of coral ftones, fome extremely 
large. The whole enclofed an area, of about 25 yards 
fquare, which was filled up with fmaller ftones. Upon 
an altar, at a fmall diftance from this enclofure, was 
depoftted as a facrifice, a hog weighing about four- 
fcore pounds, very nicely wafhed. 

Several ftructures dedicated to the deities were placed 
about here. Thefe ftruclures are a kind of cheft or 
ark, the lid of which is fixed on with art, and neatly 
thatched with palm-nut leaves. Each of them was 
fixed on two poles, the ufe of which feemed to be to 
remove it from place to place. 

Another curiofity found upon this ' ifland,, was the 
model of a canoe, about three feet long, to which 
were tied eight human jaw bones. According to 
Tupia's explanation, they were the j a ws of the natives 
of the ifland, which had been hung up by the people of 
Bolabola, as a token or memorial of their conqueft of 
the country. Tupia, indeed, pointed out to the of- 
ficers, &c. as the vefTel entered the bay, the poflefllons 
which he had held upon this ifland ; but of which he 
had been difpo defied by the Bolobolan conquerors. 
This relation was confirmed by the inhabitants. 

On the firft arrival of Captain Cook here, he re- 
ceived a prefent of conflderable value from Opooney, 
the tremendous monarch of Bolabola who was then at 
the ifland of Otaha. In return for the compliment, the 
commander, principal officers, Sec. determined to pay 
him a vifit ; when, behold, to their aftoniftiment, this 
triumphant conqueror, this fcourge of his trembling 
neighbours, appeared to be nothing more than a poor 
,.enngn of mortality, tottering with the decrepitude of 

age, incapable of the common functions of life, and in a 
word a mere lumpifh mafs. 

Three extraordinaiy perfons were feen at this ifland ; 
two of them were as brother and fifter : the former mea- 
fured fix feet four inches, and the filter younger than 
him five feet ten inches and an half. The third was a 
chief named Herca, a native of Bolabola. He was 
the moft corpulent man in any of the South-fea iflands. 
He meafured round the waift no lefs than 54 inches ; 
one of his thighs was 3 1 inches and 3-quartcrs in girth. 
His hair was likewife remarkable i for it hung down 
in long black wavey trefTes to the fmall of his back, 
and in inch quantities, that it increafed rhc apparent 
bulk of his head conftdcrably. 

When Captain Cook anchored here, on his fecond 
voyage, he was vifited by Oreo, the chief, who brought 
with him a handfomc prtfent. A party of them went 
on more to make him a return, and as they entered 
the houfe, were met by five old women, who were in 
lamenting on iome incident, and had cut their faces in 
a mocking manner. This was not the worft part of 
the ftory, for they were obliged to fubmit to their 
embraces, and got themfelves covered with blood. 
After the ceremony was over, they wafhed themfelves. 
and appeared as chearful as any other perfon. 

Soon after intelligence was received, that two of the 

^fc 17 . 8 ! P - 0| t * a midmi P™» and a gunner's mate, 
had made their cfcape in a canoe, and landed 

a view to continue their wuunc 

with iw' aS $°\** thcy had a ' rni ^ themfelves 
with provihons for the voyage They were no Iboncx 
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miffed and report made to Captain Cook, than he or- 
dered all the boats to be manned, and a purfuit to 
commence with all poffible expedition at the fame 
time putting the king, his two fons, and two of the 
principal chiefs of the ifland under confinement, on 
board the Difcovery, till the fugitives fhould be taken 
and reftored. 

This he did, no doubt, fo intereft the people of the 
ifland in the purfuit, and to prevent their aflifting the 
deferters in making their efcape. He alfo .promifed a 
reward of large axes, looking-glafles, and other articles 
of confiderable value, to any of the natives/ who 
fhould be inftrumental in apprehending and bringing 
them back. To enforce his orders he caufed all the 
velTels to be ieized, and threatened deftruction to 
the country if his men fhould be with-hekL He even 
threatened the king and the young princes with death, 
if they were not brought back within a certain time* 
This might feem hard ufage, yet it had its effect ; as 
without this fteady refolute proceeding, the deferters 
would never have been recovered. 

The fliip's boats went day after day to "all the ad- 
joining iflands, without being able to learn the leaffc 
trace of them and this they continued, till haying 
fearched every ifland within the diftance of two day's 
fail, they were at length obliged to give over any far- 
ther fearch as fruitlefs. 

At length, after fourteen days abfence, fome In- 
dians came on board, and acquainted Captain Cook 
that the fugitives were found, and that in a few days 
they would be brought back ; defiring, at the fame 
time, the releafe of the prifoners, as a condition with- 
out which they would again be fet at large. But Cap- 
tain Cook paid no regard to this information. On 
the contrary, he renewed his threatnings, which he faid 
he would inftantly order to be carried into execution, 
if the men were not delivered up. 

The very day following, about five in the evening, a 
number of canoes were feen at a diftance, making to- 
wards the , fliips, and as they approached nearer they 
were heard to fing and rejoice as if they had fuc- 
ceeded in finding what they went in fearch of. About 
fix they came fo nigh, that they could difcern, with 
glafles, the deferters faftened together* They were no 
fooner brought on board, than the royal prifoners were 
releafed, to the unfpeakable joy of all but the two 
fugitives, who were under great apprehenfions for their 
lives ; their puniihment, however, was not; fo fcVere as 
might have been expected^ 

As foon as Captaia -Cook, on his third voyage^ en- 
tered the harbour of Ulietea, in the Refolution, having 
the Difcovery, Captain Clcrke, under his command* 
the natives furrounded the fliips in their canoes, for the 
purpofe of exchanging their commodities for thofe of 
our people. 

A few days after their arrival, a ccntinel on fhore, 
named John Harrifon, deferted, taking with him his 
mufjeet and accoutrements. As foon as intelligence 
gained which way he was gone, a party was de- 
tached in fearch of him 5 but they returned in the even- 
ing without fuccefs. The next day the captain ap- 
plied to the chief concerning this a flair, who promifed 
to fend a party of the i Hauliers after the fugitive, and 
gave hopes tiiat he fhould be brought back in the courfc 
of that clay. This, however, did not happen j and 
there was rcafon to imagine, that Oreo the chief had 
taken no ftcps to find him. 

At this time, a confiderable number of the natives 
were about the fliips, and feveral thefts committed, 
the confluences of which, being apprehended by them, 
very few came on board the next morning. Oreo 
himfclf caught the alarm, and fled with his whole fa- 
mily. Captain Cook confidered this as a good oppor- 
tunity to infift upon their delivering up the defcrtcr » 
and having heard he was at a place called Hamoa, 
fituate on the other fide of the ifland, he repaired thi- 
ther with two armed boats, attended by a native. In 
their way, they .met wift the chicjf who embarked with 
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them. The captain, with a few of his men, landing 
about a mile from the fpot, marched up to it with great 
expedition, left the fight of the boats fhould give the 
alarm, and allow the offender fufficient time to efcape 
to the mountains. This precaution was found unne- 
ceflary ; for the natives of that part of the ifland having 
obtained information of the captain's approach, were 
prepared to deliver the cVferter. He was found with 
his mufket lying before him, feated between two wo- 
men, who, the inftant that the captain entered the 
Jioufe, rofe up to plead in his vindication. 

As fuch proceedings deferved to be difcouraged, the 
captain, with a ftern look, bid them be gone * upon 
which they burft into tears, and retired. Paha, the 
chief of the diftrift, now came with a fucking pig, and 
a plantain-tree, which he was on the point of preferr- 
ing to Captain Cook, as a peace-offering, who rejected 
it ; and having ordered the chief to quit his prefence, 
embarked with the deferter in one of the boats, and re- 
turned to the fhips. 'After this, harmony was fpeedily 
reftored. The delinquent made no other excufe for 
his conduct, than that the natives had enticed him a- 
way i Which, perhaps, was in a great meafure true, as 
Pana, and the two women above mentioned, had been 
*t the fhip the day before his defertion. As he had re- 
mained on his poft till within a few minutes of the time 
in which he was to have been relieved by another, the 
punifhment he received was not very fevere. 

About a fortnight after they arrived at Ulietea, Omai, 
according to inftruftion given him by Captain Cook, 
difpatched two of his people in a canoe, with intelli- 
*gence, that he continued undiflurbed by the inhabi- 
tants of Huaheine, and that every thing fucceeded with 
him, except that his goat had died in kidding. This 
.information was accompanied with a requeft, that the 
.captain would fend him another goat, and alfo two 
axes. Fleafed with this additional opportunity of ferv- 
ing his friend, the captain fent back the meffengers to 
Huaheine, with the two axes, and a male and female 

kid. 

The circumftance attending the defertion of thefe 
people, and particularly the confinement of the chiefs, 
induced the natives to meditate an attempt for their 
rejief, which had it not been prevented, might have 
involved our people in ftill greater diftrefs. Captain 
Cook being on ihore, a-breaft of the fhip, obferved all 
their canoes, in and about the harbour, began to move 
-off. He enquired, in vain, for the caufe of\this ; till 
information was received from the Difcovery, that a 
body of the iflanders had feized Captain Clerke and 
, Lieutenant Gore, as they were walking at a fmall dif- 
,tance from the .fhips. 

The commodore, (truck with the boldnefs of this 
fcheme of retaliation, which feemed to counteract him 
in his own way, inftanuy commanded his people to arm ; 
and in a few minutes, a flrong party, under the con- 
duel of Mr. King, were lent to the refcue of the two 
gentlemen. At the fame time, two armed boats were 
difpatched to intercept the flying canoes in their retreat 
to the Ihore. Theie detachments had fcarcely gone 
out of fight, when intelligence arrived, which proved 
the information enoneous, to that they were immedi- 
ately, in conirquencc of this, called in. However, it 
appeared from feveraj corroborating particulars, that 
the natives had sic" hi ally formed the defign of feizing 

• Captain Clerke - t and ihey even made no fecret in fpeak- 
ing of it the following day. 

The principal part of the plan of their operations 

. was to have 1 ecu ml the perlbn of captain Cook. He 
was acciiflomed ro bathe every morning in the frefli 

■ water j on which occalions he frequently went alone, 
unarmed. Expecting him to go this evening, ai ufual, 
they had refolved upon feizing him, ana Captain 
Clerke like wife, ji he had accompanied him. But the 
commander, after con lining the chief's family, had ta- 
ken care to avoid putting himfclf in their power i and 
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Oreo, in the courfeofthe aft ernoon, afked the com- 
modore, three or four times, if he would not go to the 
bathing place ; till at length finding that he could- not 
be prevailed upon, he retired, with his people, noN 
withstanding many entreaties to the contrary. Having 
no fufpicion at this time of their defign, Captain Cook 
! imagined that a fudden panic had feized them, which 
would be foon over. Being difappointed with reipect 
to him, they fixed upon" thofe whom they thought more 
in their power. 

It was a fortunate circurnftarnce that they did not 
fucceed in their defign, and that no mifchief was done 
on the occafion ; no mufkets being fired except two or 
three to flop the canoes ; to which firing, perhaps 
Captain Clerke and Mr. Gore owed their fafety ; but 
Mr. King afcribed this to the captain's walking with a 
piftol in his hand, which, he fays, he once fired ; at 
which time a party of the iflanders, armed with clubs, 
were marching towards them, but difperfed on hear- 
ing the report of the mufkets. 

This confpiracy was firft difcovered by a girl, who 
had been brought from Huaheine by one of our offi- 
cers. Happening to over-hear fome of the Uliete- 
ans fay, diey would feize Captain Clerke and Mr. Goie, 
fhe immediately ran to acquaint the firft .of our people 
that fhe met with of the defign. Thofe who ha 1 been 
trufted with the execution of the plan threatened to 
put her to death, as foon a? the fhips fhould quit U- 

lietea, for . difappointing them. Being aware of this, 
it was fo contrived, that the girl's friends fhould come 
a day or two afterwards, and take her out of the fnij), 
to convey her to a place where fhe might remain con- 
cealed till an opportunity fhould offer for her cfcaping 
to Huaheine. 

This is the laft occurrence worthy of notice till the 
fhips took their departure from Ulietea. 

This ifland of Ulietea differs effentially from the 
reft of the Society I Hands in one particular inftar.ee, 
which is, that the women have more liberty here, and 
are not rcftrained from eating in company wkh rJ:e 
men. 



SECTION III. 
BOLABOLA, &c. &c. 

THIS ifland is fituated about four leagues diflant 
from Otaha ; furrounded by a reef of coral rocks, 
and feveral fmall j Hands, in compafs together about 
eight leagues, and made up of one forked peak, with 
feven low iflands round it. 

Oteavanooa, the harbour of Bolabola, lying on the 
weft fide of the ifland, is very capacious, and though 
our countrymen did not enter it, they had the fatis- 
faction of being informed, by perfons employed for 
that purpofe, that it was a very proper place for the 
reception of flaps. There are many little iflets that 
furround it, which add to the number of its inhabitants, 
and the amount of its vegetable productions. 

The principal reafon that induced Captain Cook to 
touch at this ifland on his voyage was to procure one of 
the anchors which had been loft at Otaheite by Mon- 
fieur de Bougainville, which he was informed, had 
been afterwards found by the natives there, and lent 
by them to Opoony, the chief of Bolabola. It was 
not on account of the want of anchors that he was an- 
xious to feet poffefllon of ir ; but the people having 
parted with all the hatchets and other iron tools and 



implements, in purchaflng refrefhmenrs, they weie now 
obliged to create a frefli aftbrtmcnt of trading articles, 
by fabricating them from the fpare iron they could find 
on board, and even the greater ft. part of that had been 
already expended. Captain Cook, therefore., fup- 
.pofed Mont, de Bougainville's anchor would, in a great 
metftire, fupply the want of that ufeful material, agd 
he did not entertain a doubt but Opoony might be in* 
duced to p*rt with it. 

Oreo, 



from the 



officers not to go 



New Discoveries.] 



SOCIETY ISLANDS, 



75 



' Oreo, accompanied by fix or eight others from U- 
lictea, attended the commodore to Bolabola j and, in- 
deed, moft of the natives, except the chief, would 
gladly have taken their paflage to England* 

The commodore, immediately on landing, was in- 
troduced to Opoony, furrounded by a vaft concourfe of' 
people. The neceffary formality of compliments be- 
ing over, he requcfted the chief to give him the an- 
chor ; and by way of inducement produced the prefent 
he intended for him. It confifted of a linen night- 
gown, ibme gaufe handkerchiefs, a fhirt, a looking- 
glafs, fome beads and toys, and fix axes. Opoony, 
however, refufed to accept the prefent till the common 
dore had received the anchor j and ordered three per- 
fons to go and deliver it to him, with directions to re- 
ceive from him what he thought proper in return. With 
theie meflengers perfons deputed fet out in boats for a 
neighbouring ifland, where the anchor had been depo- 
fited ; but jt was neither fo large or fo perfect as was 
expe&ed. By the mark that was upon it, it appeared 
to have originally weighed 700 pounds j but it now 
wanted the two palms, the ring, and part of the fhank. 
The reafon of Opoony's refufing Captain Cook's pre- 
fent was now apparent j he, doubtlefs, fuppofed that 
the anchor, in its then ftate, was fo much inferior to its 
former value, that, when he faw it he would be difpleafed. 
The commodore, notwithstanding, took the anchor as 
he found it, and fent the whole of the prefent which he 
at firft intended. 

When the difparity in point of extent between Bo- 
labola and fome others of the Society Iflands which 
greatly exceed it is confidered, it is remarkable that it 
fhould acquire and maintain a predominance. We 
therefore prefume that the following concife account of 

the war by which it was cffe&ed will be acceptable and 
entertaining. 

Ulietea and Otaha had long been friends ; or, as the 
natives emphatically exprefs it, they were confidered 
as two brothers, whofe views and interefts were the 
fame. The ifland of Huaheine was alfo admitted as a 
friend, but not info eminent a degree. Like a traitor 
Otaha leagued with Bolabola, jointly to attack Ulietea, 
whofe people required the affiftance of their friends in 
Huaheine againft thefe united powers. The inhabi- 
tants of Bolabola were encouraged by a pretended 
prophetefs, who predicted their fuccefs. 

Elevated with the hopes of victory, the canoes of 
Bolabola attacked thofe of Ulietea and Huaheine : the 
encounter lafted long, they being lamed ftrongly to- 

rii Lk£ 1 «4 n^itWtarfing the predion, 
the Bolabola fleet would have been vanquifhed, had 
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Z n J,° f ^ e B°labolans * and their enemies were 

ed fl^fT*' J?** <H S aftcr thc <=«qucror. invad! 
fenc ed c ' fubdued » k bci "g palely de- 

irt 1fi, a v ? ltS Warri0rs wcrc then Many 
^iZd^r^ 5°"??' h r in ^ g° c to Otaheiie, there 
of thet SST ^ mclanchol y s tale. This fo affefted thofe 

lere I 7 ? btained thcir *™™<*- They 

which h^S^Sr^ fig J2 ting canoc >> *™ 
5u^2SW^ b K forcc } y cflfcfted a landing at 

& £SSe lSlT^ iB,lt 1 and ; Bolabola men 

reft Th»: d t many of thcm * and «ifperfed the 

feffed of theirT^ th n y ^ h Y onc bold Sort, pof! 
ndepemlent a nT ' l0in * w,,, « aL **y rcmSns 

reated, the men of Hobffi^ ™* 
allies of Otaha to be nll™^ applied to by their 

<j»c(ts. This CuZ SSfaf 5 ^Vr flharc of * c 
during the war oZSLI . thc alhancc broke, and, 

to Opoony the wirfffvi j bM 8 nly deputes 

iOand. fivcbS w^e SJS; J**?" 1 of ^ two- 
wh«h great nu mbcrs "Utfc £ in 



So exceeding deficient are the natives in recollecting 
the'exact dates of paft events, that though this war hap- 
pened but a few years ago, our people could not guefi 
with any precifion at the time of its commencement and 
duration. Since the conqueft of Ulietea and Ot ah a, e 
Bolabola men are confidered as invincible $ and their 
fame is io far extended, that, even at Otaheite, if not 
dreaded, they are refpefted for their valour. It is af. 
fated, they never fly from an enemy, and that they 
are victorious againft an equal number of the other 
iflanders. 

The eflimation in which the people of Bolabola are 
held at Otaheite may be gathered from M. de Bougain- 
ville's anchor having been fent to their fpvereign. The 
intention of tranfporting the Spaniih bull to their ifland 
muft be afcribed to the fame caufe. They alfo had a 
third European curiolity brought to Otaheite by thc 
Spaniards. This animal had been fo imperfectly de- 
fcribed by the natives, that our voyagers had been 
much puzzled to conjecture what it could be. When 
Captain Clerke's deferters, however, were brought 
back from Bolabola, - they faid the animal had been 
fhewn to them, and that it was a ram. Had our men 
not deferted, it is probable more would have been 
known about it. In confequence of this intelligence, 
Captain Cook, when he landed to meet Opoony, took 
an ewe with him in the boat, of the Cape of Good 
Hope breed, whereby a foundation is laid for a breed 
of fheep at Bolabola. He alfo left with Oreo, at Uli- 
etea, two goats, and an Englifh boar and fow : fo that 
the race of hogs will be confiderably improved, in a 
few years, at Otaheite, and all the neighbouring iflands $ 
and they will, perhaps, be flocked with many valuable 
European animals. When this is really the cale, thefe 
iflands will be unrivalled in abundance and variety of 
refrefhments for the fupply of future navigators. Even 
m their prefent ftate they are hardly to be excelled. 
When the inhabitants are not difturbed by inteftine 
broils, which had been the cafe for feveral years pad 
their productions are numerous and plentiful. * 
As the following mode of curing pork adopted by 
Captain Cook in his feveral voyages proved of very fa' 
Iutary efFeft, it is prefented on its prefumed benefit to 
tuture navigators. 

The hogs were killed in the evening, and, when 
cleaned^ were cut up, after which the bones were taken 
out. The meat was falted while hpt, and laid in fuch 
a manner as to permit the juices to drain from it, till 
the next morning : it was then falted again, put into a 
cafk, and covered with pickle. It remained, in this 
ntuation, four or five days, when it was taken out, and 
carefully examined , and if any of it appeared to be in 
trie leaft tainted, which fometimes happened, it was fe- 

f^Am ^ IT \ the rC /*' Which was repacked, headed up, 
and filled with good pickle. It was again examined In 
about eight or ten days time, but there appeared no ne. 
ceflltv for it, as it was generally found to be all tho- 
roughly cured. Bay and white fait mixed together an* 
fvvers the heft, though either of them will do alone 
Great care was taken that none of thc large blood-! 
veflels remained in the meat, and that not too much 
mould be packed together at the firft faking, left thofe 
pieces which are in the middle fhould heat, and hinder 
the fait from penetrating them. In tropical climates, 
meat ought not to be falted in rainy and ful try weather 
Captain Cook quitted Bolabola, and took leave of 
thc Society Iflands the 8th of December 1777. 

OTAHA. 

™ A a J r°f nt ' r £ u ? ot POP"!™*- The harbour 
on the egft fide was founti fafe and convenient, with 
good anchorage. 

Otaha is 1 ntuated witWn about two miles of UJierea. 
but as both iflands are enclofed in one reef of coral 
rocks, there is no paflage for (hipping between them. 

UX9 the inhabitants of every part of this focial fpot, 

they 
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they received our countrymen who landed from the 
boat on their coaft with all tokens of court*. .and 
paid particular refpeB to Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, 
ufing the fame honorary compliments to them as they 
did to their kings. 

TUBAL 

This ifland is very inconfiderable, producing nothing 
but cocoa nuts, and is faid to be inhabited only by 
three families. As the coaft abounds with fifh, the 
fhore is frequently vifi ted by the people of the adjacent 
iflands. 

MAWRUA, or MOROUA, 

Is a fmall ifland furrounded with a reef of rocks, 
and has no harbour for fhipping. It has fome few in- 
habitants, and produces the fame articles with thofe ad- 
jacent. In the midft of* it is an high round hill, which 
may be feen at the diftance of ten leagues. 



SECTION IV. 

PerfortSy Difpofttion, Manners, Cuftoms, Religion, iSe. 
of the Inhabitants of the Society Iflands in general. 

S the productions, both animal and vegetable, of 
thefe iflands refemble, in a very near degree, 
thofe of Otaheite heretofore defcribed, we mail pafs 
them over, and proceed to the confederation of fuch 
particulars only as are conducive to our main defign. 

Thefe inlanders in general are flout and well made, 
and many of them tali. They are not of fo dark a 
complexion as thofe of Otaheite, and the women are 
in general as handfbme, and nearly of the fame colour 
as Europeans. 

With refpect to difpofition, they are exceeding indo- 
lent, and have very tittle curiofity. Dogs, in fpite of 
their ftupidity, are in great favour with all the women, 
** who (fays an ingenious obfervcr) could not have ca- 
" relied them with a more ridiculous affection if they 
* c had been European ladies of fafhion." Here was 
feen a middle aged woman, whofe breafts were full of 
milk, offering them to a little puppy that had been 
trained up to fuck them : the fight di (gulled thofe who 
{aw it to fuch a degree that they could not forbear ex- 
preffing their diflike of it ; but the woman only fmiled 
at them, and laid, that Hie fuffered little pigs to do the 
fame : it appeared afterwards that this woman had loft: 
her child. 

The veneration of the inhabitants for certain kinds 
of birds is evident from the following circumftance. 
On a (hooting party our people happened to kill feve- 
ral king-fi fliers ; and jufl as they had brought down 
one of thofe birds, they met Oreo and his family walk- 
ing with Captain Cook the chief took no notice of the 
bird, but his fair daughter lamented the death of her 
Eatooa ; her mother, and molt of the wornen, feemed 
alfo grieved at its fate; and on ftepping into the boat, 
Oreo himfclf defircd then), with a very ferious air, not 
to kill the king-fifhers and the herons, allowing them, 

arthr fame l : m:, the liberty of killing any other forts 
of bird*?. 

The inhabitants mix the cocoa-nuts with yams, and 
make a food which they call foe i having fcraped both 
very fine, and mixed them together, they put the whole 
into a kind of wooden truugrh y with a number of hot 
/tones, by which nn oily kind of hafty pudding is 
clueed, wluch, when fried, tailen very agreeable. 

Great quantities of die root called ava ava arc cul- 
tivated in thefe iflands, with which the natives make 
their intoxicating liquor. This is no other than the 
pepper plant. It feems, however, that drunkennefs 
here is punifhed like all otlter cxcefTes, with difcafes \ 
the old men who make a practice of hard-drinking arc 
lean, and covued with a fealy or fcabby flcin, have 



pro- 



red eyes, and red blotches on all parts of their bodies : 
they acknowledge th'efe evils to arife frOm intempe* 
ranee, and perhaps diofe leprous diforders that fome 
were feen to be afflicted with at Otaheite are produced 

by taking large potions of this liquor. 

Their entertainments of a public nature confift of 
dancing, and a kind of dramatic exhibition. 

As their dances refemble thofe of Otaheite, already 
defcribed, we pafs on to fome account of their dra- 
matic exhibitions, as well as feftive entertainments, 
which, from their Angularity, are worthy of attention. 

. A party of our people wereprefent at Ulietea, where 
a performance was exhibited, called by the natives Mi. 
diddij Marramy ; which fignifles " the child is com- 
ing." It concluded with a reprefentation of a woman 
in labour, acted by a fet of great brawny fellows, one 
of whom brought forth a great ftrapping boy about fix 
feet high, who ran about the ftage, dragging after him 
a large whifp of ftraw, which hung by a ftring from his* 
middle. Captain Cook obfervecf, that the moment 
they got hold of the fellow, they flattened or preffed 
his nofe, from whence he concludes, that their new 
born infants are fo treated, which accounts for the 
natives in general having flat nofes. 

The only aclrefs at Oreo's theatre was his daughter 
Poyadua, a pretty brown girl, at whofe fhrine many 
offerings were made by her numerous votaries on thefe 
occafions. 

Another dramatic exhibition was prefented to our 
people at Huaheinc : the piece reprefented a girl run- 
ning away from her parents, and feemed to be level- 
led at a female pafTenger whom they had brought from 
Otaheite, who happened to be prefent at the repre- 
fentation. It had fuch an impreflion upon the girl, that 
(he could fcarcely be perfuaded to fee the piece out, or 
to refrain from tears while acting. It concluded with 
the reception fhe was fuppofed to meet with from her 
friends at her return, which was made out to be not a 
very favourable one. 

Thefe people introduce extempore pieces on occa- 
fion, and it is moft probable, that this was meant as a 
fatyr upon the girl, and to difcourage others from acl- 
in the fame manner. 

9 

Oreo likewife gave a public dinner to the captains 
Cook and Furneaux, feveral of the officers of both 
mips, and the paflengers. On this occafion a great 
part of the fpacious houfe was fpread with large quan- 
tities of leaves, which fcrved for a table-cloth, round 
which the vifitants feated thcmfelves, together with the 
principal people of the ifland. Soon after, one of the 
fervants, or towtows, brought a hog fmoaking on his 
moulders, which was roafled whole, and wrapped in a 
large bundle of plantain leaves ; this he threw upon 
the floor, round which the company was feated. An- 
other fmaller hog was tofled in the fame manner, and 
both fo hot as hardly to be touched : the table, or ra- 
ther floor, was garnilhed about with hot bread-fruit 
and plantains, with a quantity of cocoa-nuts for drink. 
Each man being ready with his knife in his hand, the 
hogs were prelently cut to pieces, and the European 
part of the company agreed, diat they tafled better than 
an Englifh baibicue : the equal degree of heat with 
which it flews under ground, had preferved and con- 
centrated all its juices ; the fat was not lufcious and 
furfeiting, and the (kin, inftead of being very hard 
which is the cafe of roafled pork with us, was as 
tender as any other part. One of thefe hogs weigh- 
ed between 50 and 60 pounds, and the other about halt* 
as much, yet all the parts were equally done. 

The chief, his fon, and fome others of his male 
friends, partook of this repaft with their guefts : the 
men eat with great gufl \ but all the women were fta- 
tioncd behind, and were not admitted as fharcrs in the 
feaft. — 

It is /the cuflom at thefe iflands for all the great fa- 
milies to have burial places of their own, where their 
remains are interred. This undoubtedly gave rife to 
Oreo's enquiring of Captain Cook, (when he could 

' not 
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not obtain his promife to return ift departing frorti 
Ulictea in his fecond voyage,) the name of his Morai, 
or burying-place. Herice it appear s that the/'e people 
eotrld not give a greater proof of their affection to 
their Englim friends, than in expreffing a dfefire to re- 
member them even beyond the perrod of their li ves. 

From the beft accounts that could be obtained of 
the religion of the inhabitants of the Society Iflands, it 
appeared that they had a diverfity of gods peculiar 
to each iftand. But they beHeve in general every 
man to have a fep*rate being within himfelf, named 
fee, which acts in consequence of the impreflion of the 
ienfes, and combines ideas into thoughts, which they 
call parou no te 6bob> which literally Signifies u words in 
the belly." This mind they fuppoTe to have an ex- 
iftence after the diflblution of the body, and that the 
man in that ftate feafts on bread-fruit and pork, which 
need no preparation from the fire. 

Bcfides their greater divinities, they have a number of 
inferior ones, f6me of whom they fupfofe to be inimical 



to mankinds The high pHeft of the ifland is called 
Tahowaranai - r to hfrh the Eatooa, or God, is fuppofed 
to defcend, and hold converfe with him, whilA he re- 
mains mvifi'ble to the people that fur round him. Of- 
ferings are made to the deities of hogs anc! pouhay 
roafted, and of all . kinds of eatables * but the inferior, 
and particularly the malevolent fpirits> are only re^ 
vered by a kind of hiffing. 

The priefts in thefe iilands continue in office . for 
life, and the dignity is hereditary, The high prieft is 
always an Earee who has the higheft rank next to tne 

king. 

They are confulted upon many important occafions j 
partake largely of the good things of the country, and,, 
in fhort, have found means to make themfelves necef- 

fary. , 

Befides the priefts, there are in every diftrict 
teachers, Or tnta-d-rerros, who inftrucl: the people k* 
agronomy and the navigation of thofe Seas. 
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Defcriptioii <tf the MARQUESAS ISLANDS, and the Low 

Iflands to the South- Weft. 
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THIS group of iflands bcin£ difcovcred ill l $ 
by Mendana, a Spaniard^ received from him 
general appellation of JMarqtjdfai, as did the refpecl 
iflands which compote it ; (one excepted) theit parti 
lar names. Thefe are la Magdtflena, St. Pea>Oj 
Dominica*, arid Soma Chrifbrtav 

Hood Ifland, not feen by Mendana, but difcovefed 
by Captain Cook in April T774, was fo called, by him, 
from the name, of one of the crew, of the Refolution, 
who firft fa w. the land. The Whole group of thefe 
iflands occupy dnc degree of latitude and neat half a 
degree of Ibnfgitude^ 

HOOD ISLAND 

Is the moft northern of the group, and fkuated five 
leagues and an half from the eaft end of La Domiriica, 
in latitude 9 deg. 26 min. lbuth, and 139 deg. 13 mill, 
weft longitude. 

LA MAGDALEN A 

Was only feen at 9 leagues d"iftance, and was fup- 
pofed to be about 5 leagues in circuit, to He in latitude 
10 deg* 25 min.foutli, and longitude 138 deg. <o mm. 
weft. 

ST. PEDRO, 

Called by the natives Onateyo, is very inconfider- 
able m extent, fertility and number of inhabitants. It 
1* about : three league* and an half diftont from the eaft 
end of La Dominica. 

LA DOMINICA 

TM. Si* St**"" u W**' L and ftf F een in circumference. 
Tins ifland is called bv the natives H*evaro*i is in 

"* ™<*" » buti to the northward, there are 

Jpires, and fcveral hollow fummits, in the centre of the 

No. 7. 
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ifland, that it hs» been fubjecl: to the tremendous effects 
of volcano* and earthquakes. AH the eafterrt fide is 
one prodigious ftcep, almoft perpendicular, of vaft ele- 
vation, which forms a- fharp ridge fcattered ?nto fpires 
and precipices. 

* 1 

. ST. CHRISTINA, 

Called by th* native* Waitaaoa, is the moft weftern 
of the group,- and lies in ktftude 9 deg. 5 5 min. foutri', 
altd longitude r«c/cteg. 8 miri. weft. It rs in extent, 
fr6m north t6 fbuth, about three leagues, and about 
feven 01- ei^t in eirctamference. Orte ridge of hills- 
runs through the ifland'; but the vallies are luxuriant in 
vegetation, and watered 1 by fweet rivulets. The foil 
is- rich, ^wctr cultivated, and Copious in its produaions. 
This lftand has atfo urtdergone' the effecTis of volcanos, 
as clifferent kind* of lava, fome of wjiich we're full of 
white and greenilh fhells, were feen on the rocks. On 
the Weftern fide, under the higheft land is an harbour, 
in which Mendajitt anchored in 1595, and to which he 
~av<c the apbettation of Madre 1 de Dios } bm Captain 
00k called it Refo4ution Bay. 



S £ C T I O N II. 

P"-£n: ; Brejs. Habitations. Cances. Weapons. Beajls. 
Birds Food, Drink. DiftqfitioH> of the 

j inhabitants of the MaTquefas Iflands in gdneraL 

rip HE inhabitants of the Marquefas Iflands in 
J general are declared, by Captain Cook, to ex- 
cel all the nations of the South Seas, in fymctry of form 

mentions in particular, 
that not one dirproporrioned perfon was feen uport the 
ifland of Chriftina 1 but that all were robuft, well 
made and active. Their countenances were open and 
* lively. The men are about five feet fix inches in ffa- 

^ rC * i, ,r hairi!l of divcrs colours, but none red. It 
is moftly worn fiiort, unlefs it be a bunch tied in a knot 
on each fide of the crown. Their complexion, naturally 
tawny, is rendered almoft bladk by punctures over the 
# who e body. Their only cowing was a fmall piece 
of cloth round the waift and loins. * 

The women were inferior to the men in ftaturc, but 

u well 
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brown 



Their general complexion was 



body drefs was a (ingle piece of cloth made 



nees 



* They uVc a head-drefs, a kind of broad fillet, curi- 

_..n ' J_ ~C CkrM r»f fh*« hud-q «f COCOa-nUt-S. 



made 

This fillet is interfperfed with mother-of-pearl ana 
tortoife-fhells, wrought into curious figures, and oil- 
played in divers forms. To the fillet is fixed the tail 
feathers of tropic birds, which, landing upright when 
it is tied on, the whole together makes a very brilliant 
appearance. They wear a kind of rufF, or necklace, 
made of light wood j die outer and upper fides covered 
with fmall 6eas, fixed on with gum. They have alfo 
fome bunches of human hair raftened to a firing and 
tied round the legs and arms. 

But no one perfon is ever decorated with all thefe 
ornaments. They were none of them held in eftima- 
tion like the human hair, the bunches of which, it is 
probable, were worn in remembrance of their deceafed 
relations, and therefore looked upon with a degree of 
veneration. Or, they might have been the fpoils of 
their enemies, worn as badges of conqueft. 

They had a kind of fan to cool themfelves in hot 
weather, formed of a tough bark or graft, very firmly 
and curioufly plaited, and frequently whitened with 
fhell lime. Some had large feathered leaves of a kind 
of palm, which anfwered die purpofe of an um- 
brella. 

The king, on a vifit to Captain Cook, was com- 
pletely decorated with all thefe ornaments, and the only 
one ever feen fo drefTed. He complimented the captain 
with fome prefents, and gave him to underftand the fu- 
periority of his rank. 

Their extraordinary ornaments are necklaces and 
amulets made of fhells. They had all their ears pierc- 
ed, though none were feen with ear-rings. 

Their habitations, which are in the vallies and on 
the fides of the hills near the plantations, refemble, in 
form, thofe of Otaheite, but are much meaner, and 
covered with leaves of the bread-fruit tree.. They are 
built, in general, On a fquare or oblong pavement of 
ftone, railed fome height above the level of the ground. 
They have alio a pavement near their hoofes Tor die 
©urpofe of fitting to eat, regale and arnulc them- 
felves. Our people, by the help of glafjes, could 
difcern, along the uppermoft edge of a mountain, a 
row of flakes or palhfides cloielv connected together* 
like a fortification, which feemed to refernble the Hip- 
pahs of New Zealand already defcribed. 

Their canoes are like thofe of Otaheite in form, but 
not in fize. On the heads was a human face, coarfely 
carved. The fails were cornpofed of matt of triangular 
form, and broad ar the top. The paddles were fhort, 
but fharp pointed, with a knob at the upper end. The 
general length of the canoes were from fixteen to twen- ! 
ty feet, and the breadth about fifteen indies. ! 

Their weapons were plain fpears, clubs, and flings. 
The two former were made of the club-wood, or cafua- 
rina. They threw Hones with their flings with great 
velocity, and to a great diftance, but were not expert 
markfmcn. 

Hogs and rats were the only quadrupeds feen here. 
There were alfo fowls, and many fmall birds in the 
woods, that warbled mod melodioufly. Notwithftand- 
3ng thefe iflands produce fowls, hogs, and, at certain 
times, fifh in abundance, the inhabitants fubfift chiefly 
on vegetable food. As cocoa nuts do not abound, pure 
water is their drink in ordinary. In the article of eating, 
thefe people are by no means fo cleanly as thofe of Ota- 
heite. They arc alfo dirty in their cookery. Pork and 
fowls are drefled in an oven of hot (tones : but fruit and 
roots they roaft on the fire j and after taking off the 
rindorfkin, put them into aplattcr or trough, with wa- 
ter, out of which Captain Cook affirms, he faw both 
men and hogs eat at the fame time : though he very 
candidly acknowledges, that the actioniofa few indi- 



viduals, Ihould by no means fix a ftigma on a whole 
nation* # , 

From the volcanic productions beforementioned, it 
appears that thefe iflands are fimilar in their origin^ and 
the nature of their minerals, to the {Society Iflands, the 
greater part of which feem to have been burning moun- 
tains. 

Thefe inlanders difcovefed the fame timidity on the 
approach of ftriingers, in common with the natives of 
thofe fouthern climes; nor could be induced for fome 
time, to come on board the fhips, by any figns of 
frienculup that could be made them. They ventured 
indeed to come along-fide, and offered fome pepper- 
roots, which were fixed on the fhrouds, as tokens of 
reciprocal friendfliip. The exchange of nails for fifh 
and bread-fruit, in great perfection, was highly falutary, 
as well as gratifying to the whole fhip's company, who, 
for the courfe of nineteen weeks, had fublifted on fait 
provifions, which having then been two years on board, 
were neither agreeable in flavour, nor, of a nutritive qua- 
lity. The canoes retired a little after fun-fet, according 
to the general curtom of the natives of the South-lea 
iflands, who cannot be prevailed on- to- keep awak* 
a fingle night, by the moft attracting novelty. 

Such parts of thefe iflands as are capable of cultiva- 
tion are very populous ; but as they are in general 
mountainous, and have many inacceflible rocks, it is 
doubted whether the whole group contain fifty nhotifand 
inhabitants. ' According to Dairymple's. account, the 
manners of tliefe people are gen tie and inofFenfive; 
though thefe good qualities did not prevent the Spani- 
ards, on their firft landing, from butchering fever al of 
the natives at Magdalen a. 

Intercourfe had; not been long field between our peo- 
ple and the natives, before it was evident they were 
more difpofed to receive than to give ; for having taken 
a nail in exchange for fome bres " ' 
the article fo purchaied, till Captain Cook had recourfe 
to the ordinary means of firing a muflcet over their 
heads, and thirs terrified them into fair dealing- 

Nor were thefe iflanders exempt from that propenfitjr 
to theft, which characterizes the nations of the South 
! Seas. Soon after they had courage enough to • ven 
oh board, one of them ftole an iron ftatmchion from the 
' gangway, with which he fprang into the fea, and not- 
: withstanding its weight, fwam with it to his canoe* and 
was making to the Ihore with all fpeed. A muflcet 
was fired over his head to frighten him back, but to no 
effect* he ftill continued to make off with his hoary. 
The whittling of another ball over his head was as in- 
effectual. An officer, lefs patient of fuch an injury than 
reafon and humanity mould have taught him to be, le- 
velled at him, and (hot him through the head. Cap- 
tain Cook had given orders to fire over, the canoe, but 
not to kill any one. He was in a boat, and came up 
with the canoe foon after. There were two men in her* 
one fat bailing out the blood and water, in a kind of 
hyileric laugh & the other, a youth of about fourteen or 
fifteen years of age, who afterwards proved to be the fon 
of the deceafed, fixed his eyes on the dead body, with 
a fcrious and dejected countenance. This act of feve- 
rity, however, did not eftrange the. ifUndcrs to the fbip, 
and a traffic was carried on to the fatis fact ion of both 
parties. Bread fruit, bananas, plantains, and fome 
nogs, were given in exchange for fmall nails, knives, 
and pieces ©f Amfterdam cloth. Red feathers of the 
Amfterdam illand were greatly efteemed here. Cap- 
tain Cook, accompanied with the gentlemen of the ftnp, 
in their walks about the country, came accidentally to 
the houfc which had been the habitation of the man who 
had been (hot j there they found d\is forii who fled at 
their approach : they anquired for his female relations, 
and were told that they remained at the top of the 
mountain, to weep and mourn for the dead. Not- 
withflanding they were then among the relations of a 
man who had been killed by them, not the leaft tokens 
of animoflry or revenge, were dilccrniblc among the 
na rives, 

to 



#KW DlSCOVIKlM 



qu 



$ AS I' St AN D Si 



79 



. As thefe iflande", .like *e rtanves <* * C J><*'"7 
' Ifle* look on themfel ves as one family} fo they enter- 
J22d » idea of the lame relative tie fybfift.ng be£*en 
m ? rcoote A failor having been chaftifed oy Captain 
<£JFfc'nc&& of duty, ^they exclaimed, on feejng 
him receive fcveral blows, tape-a^tr-Hita I *« He 
«Mbe*Thfe bSSr F^m other injlaneesi hpwevtr, 
that occurred, it was evident that they knew the fupeno- 
rity of the commander over his people. 

VVhen the natives became familiar with our people, 
thevfrequcntly danced upon deck, for the d.verfion of 
Katfors Their dances and mufical performances 
refemble thofe of Otaiieite ; as did their language, more 
than any other dialect in the South Seas. 



SECTION III. 

Hefcri1>lian of Iflands termed by Navigators, " the Low 

THE molt confiderable of this group of iflands, 
•which are connected by a reef of coral rocks, and 
lie (tattered in general, between the latitude of 14 deg. 
2 8 min. fouth, and the longitude of 138 deg. and 56 
min. weft, are the following : King George's, Difap- 
pointment, Pallifer, Dog, Queen Charlotte's, Lagoon, 
Thumb-Cap, Bow, The Groups, Bird, Chain, Ofna- 
burg, and Pitcairn Iflands. Of thefe we lhall treat in 
their refpeftive order. 

KING GEORGE'S ISLANDS. 

m 

Thefe are two iflands, fird difcovered by Commo- 
dore Byron in 1765. When the Englifh fir ft went on 
fhore, they found many huts deferted by the natives, 
the dogs being the only tenants ; and thofe animals, 
terrified by the appearance of ftrangers, kept an incefTant 
howling all the time they continued on Ihore. The ho- 
vels, though very mean and low, were fituated in a 
charming (pot, amidft a grove of lofty trees, fome of 
which were the cocoa, and others of a (pedes unknown. 
The natives feemed to derive the neceflaries of life in 
general, from the cocoa nut tree, as it fupplied them not 
only with food, but foils, cordage, and timber. The 
cocoa-palm may well be deemed the ftaple of life, as it 
produces every eflential requifite for the fupport of many 
nations on the globe. Every part of it is converted to 
fome ufeful purpofe : as for inftance; the nuts, whilft 
green, contain a liquor pleafant to the palate, and of a 
quality fo Angularly cooling, that it allays thirft, and 
affords refrefhmcnt in a hot climate, beyond any other 
production. When in due progrefs the kernel forms, 
it is at firft of the fubftance of a rich cream ; and after- 
wards growing firm and oily, like an almond, becomes 
equally balfamic and noun filing. The oil extracted 
from it is adapted to divers purpofes, and particularly 
that of annointing the hair, and frequently the whole 
body. Cups are made of the hard fhell $ and a variety 
of cordage, elaftic and durable, from the fibrous coat- 
ing around if. Several articles of Indian household fur- 
niture, and divers kinds of ornament*, are fabricated of 
thefe materials. The long-feathered leaves or branches, 
which fpread from the top of the ftcm. are convenient 
coverings for their houfes \ and thofe, when plaited, 
make excellent bafkets for provifions. A cloth fufficient 
for covering the body in a hot climate is made of the 
inner bark : and the very ftcm itfelf, when grown too 
old to bear, may be ufed in the conftruction of a hut, or 
the maft of a canoe. All thefe very eflential benefit* are 
derived from this one production. 

The Ihore was covered with coral, and the (hells of 
very large pearl oyfters. 

The belt description that can be given of the natives, 
their cuftoms, &c, from Commodore Byron's account 
is the following. The women wear a piece of cloth 
hanging from the waift down to the knee \ and the men 
were naked. Near their houfes were buildings of a dif- 



ferent kiiid; WJHch Were fiippoftd to be burying placet. 
Thefe were fituated urider lofty trees ; the fides and tops 
were of, ftphe j and in th«r figure, they fometimes re* 
fembled the fquare tombs with A flat top; which are in 
our country church-yards; , Near thefe buildings were 
found many heat boxes, full fcf human bpnes : and upon 
the branches of the tree* . which (haded them hung a 
great number of the heads and bones of turtle, and a 
variety of fim,- encrofed in a kind o£ba(ket-work of reeds; 
on examining which, nothing appeared to remain but . 
the (kin and the teeth :. the bones and entrails feemed 
to have been extracted, and the mincular flcflx, dried 

■ * 

But Captain Cook, who gives a more ample arid la-» 
tisfactory account of them, failed between- thefe two 
iflands in April 1774 : he fays they lie nearly eaft and 
weft. The iflarid to the eaftward is called by the liar ' r 
tives 'Tiookea j it is (bmethirig of an oval (hape, and" 
about ten leagues in circuit. The inhabitants of this 
ifland, and probably of all the low ones, are of a rnurh 
darker colour than thofe of the higher iflands, and of; an" 
hoftile difpofition. Their origin is doubtlefs one and the 
fame j but being dependent on the fea for a fubfifter^ee, 
and from their way of life expofed to the fun. and w^a r .*v 
ther, their colour is darker, and their bodi cd become 
more hardy and robuft. The figure of a fi(h is punc- ! 
tured or marked on their bodies* A lieutenant* with 
two boats well armed, were fent on Ihore ; two gentle-, . 
men were of the party ; they landed without any omo^^ 
tion from the natives. As fpon as they came oh more^ 0 
the iflanders embraced them by touching nofes,, a rn^oxJfi.,. 
of civiliry' ufed in New Zealand, which' is fome huhdr-eu ^ 
leagues diftance, and the chief place bc'fides this where 
the cuftom has been obferved to prevail. . . < 

Our naturali (Is found here various plants, and parti* 
cularly a fcurvy-grafs. The natives (hewed them that 
they bruifed this plant, mixed it with (hell fifh, and ' 
threw it into the fea, whenever they percei ved a (ho&h of 
filh, which, intoxicated hy it, were caught on thefurface 
of the water without trouble. The foil is but barren, 
the foundation confiding of coral, very litde elevated 
above the furface of the water. 

The officer of the boats perceiving the Indians col- . 
lecting into a body, having diftributed prelents totliole 
who fur rounded, him, (bon prepared to go, <le(Jrous of 
avoiding any affray. The collected body crowded about 
the boats, and feemed doubtful whether they (hdiild de- 
tain our people^ or fufier them to depart. At length, 
however, they aflifted them in puftiing off t 1 ie boats. 
Some of themoft turbulent threw (tones into the water," 
and feemed to glory as if they had driven them off. Cap- 
tain Cook, from this circumftance, found it expedient 
to give orders for firing four or five cannon (hop 
into the fea, clofc by the (hore, and over the heads bf" 
the Indians, as tney were feated along the beach, to lhcw 
them that they were entirely at the mercy of their, vifi- 
tors. Notwithstanding thefe inimical appearances, the 
party brought off to the (hip five dogs, with which the r 
ifland (eemcd to be plentifully fupplied. Thefe they 
purchafed with (mall nails, and (orrie ripe bananas,' 
which latter they brought from the Marcjuefas. The 
dogs had fine long hair, and were of a white colour. 

The other ifiand, which is inconfiderable, is fituated 
two leagues to the weftward of Tiookea, is four leagues 
in length, and from five to three miles in breadth. 

ISLANDS OF DISAPPOINTMENT. 

I 

* 

Thefe were firft difcovered by Commodore Byro i in 
1765, and (b named from the (hores affording no an- 
chorage for his (hips, on which account he was obliged 
to quit them, without landing or procuring any refrefh - 
ments for his crew, who were then languilhing with 
ficknefs. They are a clufter of fmall iflands, and lie 
in latitude 14 dep. 10 min. fouth \ longitude, 141 deg. 
6 min. weft. Tney are inhabited by Indians, who ap- 
peared on the beach with (pears in their hands, that were 
at lead fixteen feet long. They every where difcovered 

hoftile 
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hoftile intenrioru, and fame* Hp* to threaten the 
£SJ£ in the bo« with death, if tKeyc^ on ^ J ore. 
Shere are cocoa trees in gr<*t abundance, and the 
fhore abounds with turtle. 



PALL1SER ISLANDS. 
Thcfe iflands, difcoVered bf Captain Cook 



in 



April V774 he in IS dcg. ,6 trtin' fbui, and t f deg 
1 P rnim 7 weft. They are four in number :. the largeft 
fJtorn miles long, and not above two broad The 
grS diftance of °one from the other is not above fix 

"fOe, huts, canbes, and places eredW for drying 
filh, Were feen here. The natives were armed wtth long 

f B Htes. , '. 

• £*,b'-Is t Awn, fedeg. 13 min. fob*, was difcovered 
by Ltf'Mair and Scnouten, April i6«5, who gave it that 
mme from having feen three Spantltrdogs on the !fland. 

•QuTrfiN CfJAittOTTt's f sLAKD y 19 deg. iff min. 
f*ith; il* deg: 4 min. welt; fi'rft diicovdred by Cap- 
tain WaHis, ia the tfolbKih, in 1767, *^ foot P^ r " 

fion of iriri die name oftfmg George the Third. . Here 
is good water, and plenty of cocoa-nuts,, palm-nuts, 
andfeurvy-grafs. The inhabitants are of a middle fta- 
nire, and dark complexion, with longhair hanging Ioofe 
over their moulders. The men well made, and the 
worri^ri handfome. Their eloadling is a kind of coarfe 
cloth, or iriatting, which they fatten about their middle. 

Lacoon Island, 18 deg. 47 rmn. fouth; 139 deg. 
a8 min: weft ; is of an oval form, with a lake in the mid- 
dle. Which occupies much the greater*, part of it. The 
whole iftatid* is covered with trees of different verdure. 
It is inhabited by a race of Indians, tall, of a copper 
colour, with long black hair. Their weapons are poles, 
or fpikes, which react* twice as high as themfelves. 
Their habitations were feen under fome clumps of palm 
trees, which formed very beautiful graves. This ifland 
was difcove'red by Captain Cook, April 1769. 

1 

Thumb-Cap lies ,abo*t feven leagues north-weft: of 
f _*gooa Ifland : it is a loW,, woody* ifland!, of a circular 
form, and not much above a mite in cumpafs. There 
was no appearance of inhabitants ; the land was covered 
with verdure. 

.Bow Island, fo called By Captain Cook, in >76*9, 
on account of its lingular figure, being fnaped exactly 
like a bow; the arch and curve of which is land, and 
the {pace between them water.. The curve is a fiat 
beach, without amy fignsof vegptatiori, nayiag. nothing 
upon it but heaps of fct -weed, ft appeared- to be nar- 
row, and about three or four leagues in length. The 
horns, or extremities of the bow, were two Targe tofts 
of cocoa-nut trees, of different hcifAt and figure. From 
the fmoak feen in different parts the, ifland appeared to 
be inhabited* 

Tns Groups are long, narrow ftrips of land, rang- 
ing in all directions 1 fome of them ten miles or up- 
wards in length, but none more than a quarter of a 
mile in breadth. T»eea« of various kinds, particularly 
the cocoa-nut, abound here. The people appeared to 
be well made, of a brown complexi<wij, molt of them 
carried' in their hands a (lender pole, about fourteen 
feet long, pointed like a fpear : they had likewile fortuN 
thing fhaped like a paddle, about four feet long. Their 
canoes were of different ftzes t ionic fo fin aft, as to carry 
no more than three men j others had fix or liven ^ a-ml 
fome of their boats hoilled a* fail-. 



Brao Island, fo called by Captain. Cook, from (J 
great number of birds that were i ecn on it, is 1 up po l ed 
to be about four miles in circumfeiciKr. It is low 

1 
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with a piece of water in the middle, tfo inhabitants 

^^hTin-Island feerhed about five leagues long, i* 
the direction of north-weft arid fouth-eaft, and about 
five miles broad. It appeared to be a- double range of 
woody iflands* joined together by reefs, fb as to com- 
pote one ifland in the form of an elipfis, or oval, with 
a: lake in the middle, The trees are large, and from 
the fmoak that iffued. from the woods it feemed to be 
inhabited. 

Oshaburch-Islan-d, called by the natives Maitea, 
was frrft dilcovered by captain WalHs m ^ 1767. Ic is- 
an high round ifcinct, not above a league* in circuit; in 
fome parts covered with trees, in others a naked rock, 
and is 44 leagues diftant from Chain Ifland, weft by 

lbuth. 

■ * ■ 

Pitc Ai rn -Island was difcovefed by captain Car- 
teret. Captain Cook was; very near it m Auguil 1773, 
but could not fall in with it. 
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Befides thefe, which we have defcribed from the moft 
authentic accounts, Captain Walfo alfo faw five other' 
iflands, which he named Whftftmday, Egmemf, Glotceejfterj 
Cumberland, and Prince fVmiart Henry 3 and in Au- 
guft *773 Captain Cook fell in with five others, which 
he named Reftlutio7i> Doubtful, Fumeaux\ Adventure 
and Cbane. Some of the moft weftwardfy of theie 
fcattered iflands were feen by M. d'e BoTrgainville, and 
called Les quatre Facardins> and Ifle des Landers. That 
navigator very properly calls this clutter of low, over- 
flowed iflands, The dangerous Archipelago. 

To the ibuth-weft of this group is the ifland of 

TOOBOUAI^ 

Dlfcovered by Captain Cook in 1777. It is fituated 
in latitude 23 deg. 2.5 min. fbuth, longitude 2x8 deg. 
37 mm. eaft. The ipot, at firft view, appeared like 
ieveral dittincl: iflands, but on nearer approach it was* 
found to be connected, and to form but one ifland". Ic 
is guarded by a reef of coral rock, extending in fome 
places a mile from the land> with an high furr breaking; 
upon it. Our people obferved from the mips the na- 
tives walking or running along fhore, and then faw two 
canoes launched, in which were about a dozen men- 
making towards theiru Stopping fuddenly when they 
came near the fhips* Oraai, according to cuftom, ^as 
defired to uie his endeavours to prevail on them to come 
nearer, but all his efforts proved ineffectual. Thofe in 
the canoes, however, indicated by flgns a ftroag defire 
for our people to go on fhore, and thofe , on- the beach 
difuluycd iomcthing white, which was corrfidtrcd as an 
intimation to die fame purport. 

Their landing might have been effected with cafe and 
fafety : there was good anchorage without the reef, ami 
art opening in it free from furf. But as- no refiefli- 
inents wcije. wanting, and Captaiiv Cook was defirous of 
availing hiiufelf of a fair wind fur the profecutioai of 
-his voyage, after divers ineffectual attempts to prevail- 
on the natives to come near the veffel, and hold inter- 
courfe, he left them, and ilood to the northward. 

From obfervation on boai"d, the grcateft extent of this, 
id^^ in> any direction, could not be above five or fix 

lies. 



miies. There are hid Is in it , of con fide rable height. At 
tlie foot of tlicfe is a narrow border of flat land, extend- 
ing alunoft round it, with a white fluid -beach. The 
hills, except a few rocky clifts, were covered with 
herbage. According to 1 he information our people de- 
rived from the men in the canoes, the ifland abound* 
with the fame animal and vegetable productions as were 
found in its vicinity.- 

Thole of the nalives feen in the canoes were cnj>pcr- 
I coloured :. fome' wearing their hair (which was ilraight 
!* and black) flowing about the fhoulders, and others hav- 

|| in^ it tied in a lmnch on the crown of the head, Tlu'ir 

faces 
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fares were rather round ana tun, ana - 
^TSfpofiiion. All the covering of thofe m the 
canoes was a piece of narrow ftuff wrapped round the 
^,ZdpJng between the thighs, but fome uoon 
the beach were obferved to be completely dreflca in 
white. Several in the canoes wore ornaments of pearl 
ftdls about their necks, One in particular continued 
a confiderable time blowing a large conch-fhell, in a 



long tone without any variation; but what it portended 
our people could not determine; The men in the canoes 
finding the captain's refolution to depart, ftood up aiid 
repeated fomething aloud, though it was not known 
whether it expirefled hoftile dr friendly defigns. They 
had, however, no weapons with them $ nor could it be 
difcovered by the glafles, that thofe on fliore were 
armed; 
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SECTION I. 

Difcovery, Situation, Soil, Climate, &c. 

HE firft difcovery of this ifland is attributed to 
- Caprain Davis, an Englifhman, in 1686; and 
Captain Cook obferves, that the view of it from the 
eaft anfwered the geographical defcription given of it. 
Hence it was called Davis's Land. Admiral Rogge- 
wein touched at it in 1722, and gave it the name of 
Eafler Ifland : but the accounts given of it by the writers 
of his voyage appear rather fabulous than authentic ; 
at leaft they by no means agree with the ftate in which 
it was found by thofe Britifh navigators who laft vifited 
This ifland was called by the natives by a variety of 



it 



It 



~~ Wachu, Tamarehi, Whyh..., ___ _. 
feems that the Spaniards had vifited it in 1769, and 
given it the appellation of the Ifland of St. Carlos. 
Some figns of tins vifit were feen among the natives, 
and in particular, feveral articles of wearing apparel, 
which were of European manufacture. 

It is fitnated in latitude 27 deg. 30 min. fouth ; and 
longitude 109 deg. 46 min. weft* and is about ten or 
twelve leagues in circuit. 

Soon after the Refolution, Captain Cook, made the 
ifland, the mafter being fent out in a boat to found the 
coaft, one of the natives fwam off* to her, and infilled 
on coming aboard the ftiip. The firft: thing he did was 
to meafure the length ot the Ihip, by fathoming her 
from the tafFarel to the ftem, and as he counted the fa- 
thoms, it was obferved by our people, that he called 
the numbers by the fame names that they do at Otaheite ; 
neverthelefs, his language was nearly unintelligible to 
all of them. 

When Captain Cook went on fliore, accompanied 
by a party, to fee what the ifland was likely to afford, 
they landed at the beach, where fome hundreds of the 
natives were aflembled ; and who were fb impatient to 
fee them, that many of them fwam off to meet the boats. 

Not one of them had fo much as a ftick, or weapon of 
any fort in his hand. After diftributing a few trinkets 
among them, our people made figns for fomething to 
eat, on which they brought down a few potatoes, plan- 
tains, and fugar-canes, and exchanged them for nails, 
looking-glafles, and pieces of cloth. 

Near the place where they landed were fome tall fta- 
es, which fhall be defcribed hereafter. The country 
appeared quite barren, and without wood. There were, 
neverthelefs, feveral plantations of potatoes, plantains, 
and iiigar-canes. They alfo faw fome fowls, and found 
a well of brackifh water. 

The captain was obliged to content himfelf with re- 
maining at the landing place among the natives, as he 
was not yet quite recovered from a bilious cholic, which 
had been lo violent as to confine him to his bed. It was 
levmjl days before the moft dangerous fymptoms of his 
diiorder were removed, during which time, the furgeon 

tl™ i in? r n °\x?L ,y l fl V lful PMcian, but an aftec- 
*Z r ,fcr ' fi Whcn , ^ to "*over, a favourite 

dog fell a facrifice to Ins difordcrcd ftomach. They had 
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no other frefli meat whatever on board ; and the captain 
could eat of this flefh, as well as broth made of it, 
when he could tafte nothing elfe. Thus he received 
nourifhment and ftrength from food, which would have 
made moft people in Europe fick. So true it is, that 
neceflity is governed by no law. 

The foil of this ifland is in general a dry, hard clay; 
but towards the higheft part of the louth end it is a fine 
red earth, feemed much better, bore a longer graft, 
and was not covered with ftones, as in the other parts. 

The moft remarkable curiofity belonging to this 
ifland, is a number of gigantic ftatues, of which, how- 
ever, very few remain entire. Thefe ftatues are placed 
on the fea-coaft. On the eaft fide of the ifland were 
feen the ruins of three platforms of ftone-work, on each 
of which had ftood four of thefe large ftatues j but they 
were all fallen down from two of them, and one from 
the third : they were broken or defaced by the fall. 
One which had fallen, being meafured, was fifteen fee$>"/ 
in length, and fix broad over the moulders. Each Hottf^;. 
tue had on its head a large cylindric ftone, of a red co-<' 
lour, wrought perfectly round. Others were found that 
meafured near twenty-feven feet, and upwards of eight 
feet over the fhoulders : and ftill a larger one was feen 
(landing, the fhade of which was fufficient to fhelter all 
the party, confifting of near thirty perfons, from the 
rays of the fun. The workmanfhip was rude, but not 
bad, nor were the features of the face ill formed : the 
ears were long, according to the diftortion pradHfed in 
the country ; and the bodies had hardly any thing of a 
human figure about them. How thefe iflanlers, whol- 
ly unacquainted with any mechanical power, could raife 
iuch ftupendous figures, and afterwards place the cylin- 
dric ftones upon their heads, is truly wonderful ! 

The party, on their further progrefs, came to a more 
fertile part of the ifland, interfperfed with plantations, and 
not fo much encumbered with ftones, as thofe they had 
feen before : but they could find no water, except what 
the natives twice or thrice brought them, which, though 
brackifh and ftinking, was rendered acceptable, by the 
extremity of their thirft. They alfo patted fome huts, 
the owners of which met diem with roafted potatoes 
and fugar-canes, and placing themfclves a-head of the x 
party (for they marched in a line, in order to have the 
benefit of the path) gave one to each man as he pafled 
by. But at the very time fome were relieving the thirfty 
and hungry, there were others who endeavoured to ftcal 
from them the very things which had been given them. 
At laft, to prevent worfc confequences, they were 
obliged to fire a load of final 1 fhot at one, who was fo 
audacious as to fnatch the bag which contained every 
thing they carried with them. The fhot hit him on the 
back, on which he dropped the bag, ran a little way, 
and then fell : but he afterwards got up and walked, 
and what became of him they knew not, nor whether he 
was much wounded. This affair occafloned fome de- 
lay, and drew the natives together. They prefently tow, 
the man .who had hitherto led the way, and one or two 
more, coming running towards them * but inflead of 
(topping when they came up, they continued to run 
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round them, repeating, in a kind manner, a few words, 
until they fet forwards again. Then their old guide 
hoifted his flag, leading the way as before ; and none 
ever attemptccfto ileal from them the whole day after- 
wards. 

Towards the eaftern end of the ifland they met with 
a well whofe water was perfectly frefh, being confide- 
rably above the level of the fea * but it was dirty, ow- 
ing to a cuftom of the natives, who never go to drink 
without wafhing themfelves all over as ibon as they 
have done : and if ever fo many of them are together, 
the firft leaps right into the middle of the hole,, drinks, 
and wafhes himfelf without the leaft ceremony ; after 
which another takes his place, and does the lame. 
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SECTION II. 

* 

Productions, animal and vegetable. 

NO quadrupeds were feen upon this ifland, 
black rats, which are common to all the 
of the South Sla*. It appeared that the iflandcrs eat 
tiiefe rats ; for ovr people faw a man with fome dead 
Ones in his hand, and feemed unwilling to part with 
them, giving them to underftand, they were for food. 
There were a few domeftic fowls, imall, but well tafted : 
and two or three noddies were feen, which were lb 
Came as to fettle on the flioulders of the natives. 

The coaft did not appear to abound with fifty, at leaft 
our people could catch none with hook and line -j and 
they faw but very little among the natives. 

This country produces only a few fhrubs, the leaf and 
feeds of one of which (called by the natives TorremedoJ 
was not much unlike that of the common Vetch : the 
feeds had a difugreeable bitter tafte,, and are confidered 
by die natives as poifonous : the woodl is of a reddifh 
colour, hard and heavy, but crooked, and exceeding 
fix or feven f#tt in heighth : and not a tree was feen on 
the whole ifland that exceeded the heighth of ten feet. 
Another fmail fhrub was feen here, whofe wood is white 
and brittle, and> as well as its leaf, fomewhat refembles. 
the afh. There are alfb fome of the Otaheiteara cloth 
plant, but dwarfifh and weak, being from two. to four 
feet high. They are planted in rows among very large 
rocks, where the rains have wafhed a litde foil together. 
Here are fugar- canes, bananas, and yams, which thrirt- 
to admiration, confidering the ftony quality of the 
ground. The fugar-canes were about nine or ten feet 
Sigh, and contained a very fwect juice, which the in- 
habitants very hofoitably preferred to their guefls, when- 
ever they aflced for fomcthing to d"rinfe. Thefe are faid 
to be fweeter than thofc at Otaheite. The whole num- 
ber of plants growing on this ifland does not exceed 
twenty fpecies.. 

Here arc potatoes of a gold-yellow colour* as fweet 
as carrots : thefe were tound very nourifhing, and anti- 
scorbutic. Here is likewifc a fpecies of nightfhade, 
which is made life of at Otaheite, and the other iflands) 
as a vulnerary medicine, and is probably cultivated here 
for the fame purpqfe. The grafs, which commonly 
fpnngs up among the ftones* on the uncultivated foil, 
is carefully plucked up> and fpread over their planta- 
tions as a manure, or to preferve them in fome meafure 
from the parching beams of the fun. This is mention- 
ed asaproof of the ©economy and induftry of the natives 
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ftrfons, Drejst Dijpofititns, Cuftoms, Manners, IVen- 
fons> Canoes, Governments fcrY. of the Natives. 

THE natives of this ifland are in general flender, 
but bnfk and adlivc, have good features, and 
countenances not difagrccable. Their colour is of a 
chelnut brown i their hair black, curling, and re- 
markably fining , that on the head* as well as on the 

i 



face, is cut fhort. The men for the moft part arc 1$ 
a manner naked> wearing nothing but a flip of cloth 
betwixt their legs, each end of which is faftened to * 
cord or belt they wear round the waift. The cloth ft 0 tj 
Otaheite, as indeed any fort, was much valued by thefe 
people* The men have punctures on their bodies 
which is common, in a greater or lefs degree, to all 
the South-fea iflands. The greatcft Angularity is tht 
fize of their ears, the lobe or extremity of which is fo 
fli etched out, as almoft to reft on the fhcrtilder, and is 
pics ced by a very large hole, through which three or 
four ringers might be thruft with eafe. The chief or- 
naments for their ears are the white down of feathers 
and rings* which they wear in the infide of the hole- 
made of the leaf of the fugar-cane, which is very elaftic' 
and rolled up like a watch-spring.- Some were JVen 
covered with a kind of bright cloth, of an orange co- 
lour, and thefe were fuppofed to be chiefs. 

One of the natives who came on board the fhip had 
a belt round his middle, from whence a kind of net- 
work defcended before, but too thin to anfwer the pur- 
pole of a concealment. A firing was ued about his 
neck, and a flat bone, fomething fhaped like a tongue, 
and about five inches long, was faftened to it, and hung 
down on the breait, which he gave our people to under- 
ftand was the bone of a porpoife. He was prefented 
with nails, medals, and firings of beads, all of which 
he defired to have tied round his head. 

At hrft he fhewed figns of fear and diffidence, afking 
in a dialect of the language generally ufed in the South 
Seas, and which was fomewhat underftood by many on 
board, whether they would kill him as an enemy ? On 
being allured of good treatment, he became perfe&ly 
unconcerned, and ateafc,"and talked of nothing but 
dancing. 

< The women of this ifland are fmall, flender limbed, 
and have pun&ures on the face, relcmbling the patches 
fome times in fafhion among European ladies. They 
paint their whole face with a reddifh brown ruddle, over 
which they lay a bright orange colour, extracted from 
the turmeric root ; or they variegate their faces with 
ftrokes of white-fhell lime; which led an observer to re- 
mark, that the art of painting, is not cpnfaned to thofe 
laches whtt have an opportunity of imitating French 
fafhions. All the women were clad in fcanty pieces of 
cloth; one piece • wrapped round their loins, and ano- 
ther over their fhoulders, made a complete drejs. Both 
fexes have thin, but not favagc features. The women? 
wear their hair long, and fbmetimcs tied on the crown 
of their head* 

The violent acYion of the fun upon, their heads^has led 
them to contrive various coverings for that part. Their 
head-drefs is a round fillet adorned with feathers* and a 
flraw bonnet, fomething like a Scotch one ; the former 
worn by the men, the latter by the women. Many of 
the men wore arinjg about two inches thick, ftrong and 
curioufly plaited ofgrafs, and fitted dole round the head 
This was covered with the long feathers of the man of 
war bird. Others had huge bufhy caps of brown gull V 
feathers, which were almoft as large as the full-bottomed 
wigs of Fairopean lawyers; befidea which, fome wear a 
Tingle hoop ot wood, round which the long white fea- 
thers of the gannet hung nodding. In colour, features, 
and language, the inhabitants of Eafter Ifland bear 
fuch affinity to the people of the more weftern iflands 
that there ca/i be no doubt of their having had the fame 
origin. 

The niccfr calculation that could be made never 
brought the number of Inhabitants in this ifland to above 
feven hundred, and of thefe the males bore no propor- 
tion in number to the males. Either they have but few 
females, or elfc their women were reftramed from ap- 
pearing dining the flay of die fhip; notwithflandine, 
the men flic wed no figns of a jealous difpofition, or the 
women any fcruples of appearing in public ; in fiwS* 
they fecmed to be neither refeived or chafte. But as 
all the women who were feen were liberal of their fa- 
vours* it is more than probable, that all the married 

ami 



3 



fe A S T E R 1 i t A it- A 



«3 



and modeft had concealed thetnfelves frpmthcir.im- 
£tuom vifttants, in fomc difcant partt of the iHand; 
Ind what further ftrengthehs this fuppofuion is, that 
heaps of ftones were feen piled up in little hiUocks, 
which had one fteep perpendicular fide, where a Jiok 
went under ground. Thefe iflanders, in common with 
thofe of the South Seas, foon gave proofs of tteir pro- 
penfity to theft, as before obferved. It was with diffi. 
culty the fhip's crew could keep their hats on their 
heads, and hardly poffible to keep any thing in their 
pockets. One thief was fired at with fmall mot, which 
wounded him fo that he fell foon after he had thrown 
down the fatal acquifition. # 

There is a mildnefs and good-nature in the djipofinon 
of thefe people, which prompt them to behave as kirnily 
and hofpitably as their barren country will permit them; 
A party who had rambled up the ifland, and were re- 
turning to the lhip, patted a native who was digging 
potatoes in a field ; they no fooner complained to him of 
great thirft, than he ran immediately to a large planta- 
tion of fugar-canes, and brought out a load of the beft 
andjuicieft on his back, for their refremment. Their 
difpofition is far from being warlike, although they have 
weapons of defence. 

Potatoes, bananas, yams, fugar-canes, and about 
fifty fowls, were the only provisions obtained here ; in 
exchange for which the natives received, with great 
pleafure, empty cocoa- fliel Is, which had been procured 
upon other South-fea iQands. The cloth made at Ota- 
heite, and European cloth, bore the next degree of 
efteem, and iron ware held the loweft place. Moft of 
the natives, on receiving a cocoa-nut, piece of cloth, 
or a nail, in the way of barter, ran away immediately, 
as if apprehenilve, left the other fhould repent his bar- 
gain, and infift on a re-exchange. Their eagernefs for 
cloth led them to part with their caps, head-drefles, 
necklaces, ornaments for the ears, arid fever al human 
figures, made out of narrow pieces of wood, about 
eighteen inches or two feet long, and wrought in a 
much neater and more proportionate manner, than could 
have been expected from fuch a forlorn race. They 
reprefented men and women. The features were not 
pleafing, and the whole figure was much too long xo be 
natural ; but notwithstanding, there was fomething cha- 
racter iftic in them, which beipoke a tafte for the arts. 
The wood of which they were made was finely polilhed, 
clofe grained, and of a dark brown : nor can it be ex- 
plained how fuch toys could come into their polTefllon, 
as nothing could be found on the ifland, after the niceft 
fcrutiny, which produced this kind of wood, it being 
the perfume wood of Otaheitc. A very fingular figure 
thus carved, with long nails and ringers bent down- 
wards, was brought to England, and prefented to the 
Britifh Mufeum. 
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1 Theiir Uoufes arc low* milerable hutt, conftm&ed 
by fetting flicks upright hi the ground, at ftx or eight 
feet diftancej then bending UierA towards each other, 
and tying them tdgether at the top, forming thereby a 
kind of Gothic arch; The ldngeft fticks are placed in 
the middle* and fliorter ones each way, and at lefs dis- 
tance afunder; by which means the building is higheffc 
and broadeft in the middle i and lower and narrower to- 
wards each end: Td thefe are tied others horizontally, 
and the whole is thatched oyer with leaves of fugar- 
cane. The door- way Is in the middle of One fide, form- 
ed like a porch, and fo low and narrow as juft to admit 
a man to enter upon all fours; 

The. weapons of thefe, iflanders are fhort wooden 
clubs, and fpears about fix feet long, crooked; and 
armed at one end with pieces of flint; They have like- 
wife a weapon made of wood, like the patoO-patoo of 
New Zealand; 

Not more than three or four canoes were feen on 
the whole ifland, and thefe very mean, and badly con- 
ftrudled. From the fmall mimber, and flightnefs of 
their boats, it may be firppofed, that they procure Very: 
little of their fubuftence from fifhing, and particularly 
as no mention is made of any fifhing implements fieri 
here. 

A circumftance happened during the fhort time that 
the Refolution lay at Eafter Ifland, which plainly proved 
that the natives had no idea of private property* A 
field of fweet potatoes furnifhed a defirable article of 
traffic to the fhip's company. Several of the natives 
dug up thefe roots, and exchanged them with the offi- 
cers for what they moft valued. After they had cm- 
ployed themfelves in this manner for fome hours, ano- 
ther native arrived, who with great fury drove the in- 
truders away, and himfelf alone dug up the roots, and 
fold them in the manner that the others had done j from 
which circumftance it was inferred very naturally, that 
this man was the owner of the field, whom the others 
had robbed of the fruits of hh labour, being tempted to 
commit the trefpafs, by the ready market to which they 
brought their plunder. 

They have a king, whom they ftile aree, Or bareekee: 
he is defcribed as a middle-aged man, rather tall, his 
face and whole body ftrongly punclured. He wore a 
piece of cloth made of the mulberry bark, quilted with 
threads of grafs, and ftained yellow with turmeric. On 

his head he had a cap of long fhining black feathers, 
which might be called a diadem. No great degree of 
homage was obferved to be paid to him by the people - 9 
and from the poverty of the country, his fubjedts can af- 
ford to (hew but few distinctions to their monarch. Of 
the religion of there people, our navigators declare 
themfelves entirely ignorant. 
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NEW GUINEA, NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, NEW 

HANOVER, and other fmall Iflands. 



NEW GUINEA. 

FROM the beft accounts that can be obtained, thii 
.,„«"?? W " fi ' ft * ir » ed fa y an European ftup, in 
i CB 9 . I was called by Saavedra, a PoTtuguefe, Jvho 
d.fcovered the north-weft part of it, Terra & Papua,? 
or Papos, as was the fouth-weft part of it New Guinea 

^h^^mST' » Dutc u h difcoverer. Theeafternpar 
©Fit was ftded by a French navigator, Louifiadc. Dam- 
pier touched here , and after htm Admiral Waewrin 
Captam Cook made the coaft of this iOand in S^emC 
«77o, in latitude 6 deg. 15 min. fouth, longitude ijo 



deg. eait. But hi* furvev of the ifland could be but 
tranfienti for perceiving when he landed with a party or 
our people, that the Indiana were refolutely bent on hos- 
tilities, it was generally agreed upon, to prevent the 
destruction of thofe people, as they had no intention to 
invade their country, to return to the boat. They are 
faid by Captain Cook to make the fame perfonal ap- 
pearance as the New Hollanders j and the country in 
general is by him defcribed, as refembling the South- 
fea iflands, New Zealand, and New Holland, jn its 
vegetable prody&ions. Indeed, New Guinea was fup- 

pofed to be conneftcd with New I Iolland, until Capt. 

Cook 
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Cook difcovered the ftrait which fepafafces them, 
only particular circumftance relative to the people ot 
this ihand, mentioned in Captain Cook's account, is 

* Whe^w people got on board the bo*t, they roWed 
along the fliorc, and the number of Indians aficm bled 
feemed to be between fixty and an hundred, All the 
while they were (touting defiance, and throwing fcnt*~ 
thing our of tneir hands* which burnt exactly hke gun- 
powder, but made no report/ What thefe fires were, 
or for what purpofe intended, could not be gOerTed at, 
Thofe. who difcharged them had in their hand a fhort 
piece of flick, poflibty aJiohWcane, which they fwung 
fideways from them, and immediately fire and fmoke 
ifTued, exactly refembling the difcharge of a mufket, 
and of no longer duration. This wonderful phenome- 
non was obferved from the (hip, and the deception was 
o great, that the people on board thought they had 
lire-arms : and even in the boat, rf they had not been 
fo near as that they muft have heard the report, if there 
had been any, they fhoukl have thought they had been 
firing vollies. After looking at them attentively fome 
time, without taking any notice of their flafhing and 
vociferation, the failors fired fome mufkets over their 
heads* Upon hearing the balls ratde among the trees, 
they walked lei finely away,, and the boat returned to 
the fhip. Upon examining fome weapons which the na- 
tives had thrown, they were found to be light darts, 
about four feet long, very ill made, of a reed or bam- 
boo cane, and pointed with hard wood, in which there 
were many barbs. They were difcharged with great 
force ; for at fixty yards diftance they went beyond the 
party; but in what manner they were thrown could not 
be exaclly fcen. But the general opinion was, that they 
were thrown with a ftick, in the manner practifed by 
the New-Hollanders. 

The lateft accounts of New Guinea are thofe of 
Captain For eft, who vifked it in 1775. As the Tartar 
galley, belonging to the E'aft India Company, then un- 
der his command, flood on towards Dory harbour,, two 
of the natives of Papua came on board, and appeared 
perfectly complacent. Their hair was bufhed > or ra- 
ther frizzled out to an incredible extent. To render it 
as bulky as poflible, it was combed in a direction ftrait 
from the head, which is fometimes ornamented with 
feathers. The left ears of the women were perforated, 
and adorned with fmall brais rings. 

Coming to an anchor, our countrymen had an oppor- 
tunity of taking a view cf one of the capital maruions 
of thefe people, fituated on the bank. Thefe were 
erected on pofts fixed feverar yards below low water 
mark, for the convenience of the tenants, who occupied 
divers diftinct parts of the manfian, that contained many 
families. In this country, the married people, unmar- 
ried women, and children, live in the larger tenements; 
and the batchelors by themfelves in the fmaller. 

The common dcefs worn by the men was a thin fluff, 
produced from the cocoa-nut tree, tied about the mid- 
dle, and taken up behind between die thighs. Thar of 
the women was a coarfe blue fhirT, worn round the mid- 
dle, and tucked up behind like the men. The boy;, 
and girls went naked. Laborious office* here feemed 
to fall to the lot of the women, wliile the inenidly faun- 
tered about. The natives follow* the diverfion ofhunt- 
ingthe wild hog, which they called Ben, with a kind of 
fox-looking dogs they called Naf. Among final 1 
iflands, the wild hogs often fwim in a firing fiom one 
ifl and to another j the hog behind, leaning his fnouton 
thofe before fo that the fportfmen kilt them with cafe. 

The coait of the promontory of Dory is defcribed 
as extending about thirteen or fourteen leagues j the 
height not extreme, and the rife gradual. The country 
abounds with lofty trees, whofe branches afford the tra- 
veller an agreeable fhade. There are many rivurers of 

frefh water > and, fcattercd in particular tracks, good 
herbage. 

Of animal productions, the country abound* with 
hogsj a .id there are albecores, and other kinds of fifh. 



The birds of paradife, which fo much excite the cu- 
riofity of fpectilatifts, are faid to have been firft found 
by the Portuguefe, on the Ifland of Gilolo, the Papufas 
Iflands, and on New Guinea* T hey Were denominated 
Pajfaros de Sol> i. e. u Birds of the fun." By fome they 
were called Manneo Dtivata, " the bird of God." Capr. 
Foreft was informed at an ifland called Linty, on this 
coanS (the fmall iflands on which arfc rrumberiefs,) 
that the birds of paradife catne thither at certain feafons 
in flocks, and that fettling ott trees, they are caught 
with bird-lime, after which their bodies are dried with 
ths feathers on, as they are feen in Europe. It ap, 
peared further y that the account of thefe birds having 
no legs, being corrftantly on the wing, and living on 
the air, which gave rife to the coftorn of cutting off 
their legs wherr offered to fale, was without foundation-. 
The natives kill them as fbon as taken. They have 
formidable bills, and defend themfelves with great re- 
folution. But what diey fobflff on has not been yet 
dil covered. There are fiix diftincc fpecies of theft 
birds; and they have afforded great fcope fo* the ip«. 
culation of naturalifts. 

In Dory were found neither fowl or goat. All the- 
refrefhment that could be procured on fhore was the 
flefh of the wild hog, fome fpecies of fifh and vegeta- 
bels excepted. The quadrupeds feer* were hogs, dogs, 
and wild cats. 

The nutmeg tree was found at different iffands on 
this coaft, but when cut down, it appeared that the 
fruit was not ripe. Our people were informed by the 
natives, that there were many fuch trees about the 
country ; but they did not difcover any knowledge of 
their wordi and importance, though, shey feemed to i\t 
a due value upon other productions. They acknow- 
ledged that quantities of nutmegs were collected at cer- 
tain places, but for what ufe could not be learnt. The 
natives, inder d, did not feem inclined to gratify the cu- 
riofity of our people, as to this and other particulars. 

As. the Dutch cterive fuck a fource of wealth from the 
nutmeg tree, they are jealous, left aay foreign* power 
fhould deprive them of fo profitable a monopoly ; and 
being apprehenilve that the Chiwefe, from being fo near, 
fhould eftablifh a trade with the natives for this ulefu) 
commodirv, they have prevented them by an. agreement 
from coming to this place, though a trade might be fo 
advantageoufly carried on between the parties. They 
even fend out people yearly to deftroy all dxe nutmeg 
trees, wherever they can find them : but it being the 
natural produce ©f chb part of the country, it will 
grow, in fpite of their utmoft efforts to prevent it. 

Such is the value of iron amongft thefe people, that 
for the confidcration of receiving an axe or a chopping* 
knife, the receiver Dubjects his lands or his labour to a 
continual tax of fome article or other for its. ufe. 

The natives, and efpecially the females, feemed to be 
of a mufical turn. Some of them being afked by one 
of our people to Gng, fhe gave proofs of a good voice 
and ear i as did others upon future oc caftans- 

Their mode of courting is rather extraordinary. The 
lover comes freely to the manfion of the favourite fe- 
male, and without ceremony places himfelf by her. 
The old folks at a diftance are then faid often to caH 
our, " Well, Ivavc you agreed, V* If the parties agree 
before witnefTes, a cock, procured with great difficulty, 
is killed, and thus ends the ceremony. 

The tenements in which they dwell are poorly fur- 
niiheilj and as they cook in each feparate apartment, 
and have no chimney, the fmoke if Hies out at every 

part of the roof i fo that ax a diftance the whole rooX 
feems to fmoke. 

They arc very expert with the bqw. Some of their 
arrows are fix feet long. ; The former is made of bam- 
boo, and the firing of folic ratan. They carry on a 
coiiflderaNc traffic with theChinefe, of whom they pur- 
chafe iheir iron too!.?, beads, plates, bafnns, &c. They 
trade alio in (laves, amber^reafe, tortoifefhell, (malt 
pearls, and divers kinds of birds, and particularly the 



bird of paradife. 



The 



New Discoveries.] 



W BRITAIN, &*. 



The inhabitants of New Guinea are general re- 
prefented as numerous, fierce and hbftile, as appeared 
from their behaviour when vifited by Capt. Cook*. 

It appears, that the people of New Guinea are fre- 
quently invaded and carried into flavery by the Maho- 
metans of the Molucca iflands adjacent, 

NEW BRITAIN 

Was fuppofed to be connected with New Guinea 
until Dampier difcovered it to be divided by a ftreight. 
Its moft northern point is in 4 deg. fourh latitude, and 
it extends to 6 deg. 30 min. fouth. Dampier gave its 
moft: eaftern point the name of Cape Orford : it lies in 
151 deg. 34 min. eaft longitude : the weftern limits had 
not then been accurately furveyed. Dampier likewife 
o-ave names to feveral fmall iflands which he law in 
pafling between New Guinea and New Britain. From 
four of" thefe vol.canos were obferved emitting fmoak 
and fire. The country appeared to be high land mixed 
with vallies every where abounding with large and 
ftately trees, and well inhabited by a ftrong race of 
people of a very dark complexion. M. Bougainville 
reprefents the natives of this ifland as entirety black, 
with, frizzled wooly hair, which fome of them powdered 
white, having pretty long beards and white ornaments 
round their arms in form of bracelets ; their nudities 
but indifferently covered with leaves of trees, and in 
their perfons tall, active and robuft. He obferves, 
that they kept at fome diftance from the mips, and dif- 
covered a difpofition alternately inclined to war and 
traffic. No European had ever yet any friendly inter- 
courfe with the inhabitants of this ifland, 

NEW IRELAND 

Was fuppofed by Dampier, who failed round its nor- 
thern coart, to be a part of New Britain. That navi- 
gator called the moft fouthern point of it Cape St. 
George, which, together with Cape Orford in New 
Britain, were thought to be the two points that formed 
a deep bay, which he called St. George's Bay. But • 
Captain Carteret, who failed round it in 1767, found it 
to terminate in a narrow channel, to which he gave the 
name of St. George's Channel. This ifland is a long 
narrow flip of land lying north-weft and fouth-eaft, in 
extent about eighty leagues. The harbour, called by 
Captain Carteret Englifh Cove, lies in lat. 5 deg. fouth, 
Fong. 157 deg. 19 min. eaft. There is another harbour 
about four leagues to weftward, which he named Car- 
tcret Harbour. 

The crew of the Swallow, who at that time were in 
general perilhing with ficknefs, obtained relief from 
fome cocoa nuts found upon this ifland, as they did 
alfo from fome rock oyfters and cockles they procured 
from the rocks at low water. 

The upper part of the tree which bears the cocoa- 
nut is called the cabbage. This is a white, crifp, juicy 
ftibftancc : it taftcs fomewhat like a chefnut, but when 
boiled is fupenor to the beft parfnip, and is, perhaps, 
the moft powerful antifcorbutic in the world. For 
every one of thefe cabbages which were obtained, they 
were forced to cut down a tree, which was done with 
great regret but this depredation on the parent flock 
«£j?Jf aVOttl ? b, S' Thde , ^'"oft-expiring navigator. 

il I S l?T V f g , r f at ■rf"*™* from the fruit of a 
Mil tret that rcfcmbles a plumb, and particularly that 
which ,0 the Weft Indies is called the J; Y 

I'lumb. J 

h\I h L^T ab °" ' th ' S l ,' :lCC is rock y. » ntl the country 
high and mountainous, but covered with trees of vari 

t 6 ' r nutmeg-tree whs found in great 
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large bird with a black plumage, which makes a noife 
fp me what like the barking of a dog. 

The only quadrupeds feen in this ifland by the crew 
of the Swallow were two of a fmall fize, .which were 
fuppofed to be .dogs ; they were very wild, and ran with 
great fwiftnefs: here were feen centipedes, fcorp^ons, 
and a few fcrpents of different kinds, but nb people. 
They* fell in, however, with feveral deferted habitati- 
ons, and by the fhells that were fcattered about them, 
and feemed not to have been long taken out of the wa- 
ter, and fome flicks half burnt, the natives*' were fup- 
pofed to have jufl left the place when they* arrived. 
Captain Carteret was in lb enfeebled a ftate of body as 
to be prevented from attending circumftantially to a. 
defcription of the country* However, in Englifh Cove 
he took pofTeflion of it for his Britannic majefty, and 
nailed upon a high tree, a piece of board facei with 
lead, on which w..i engraved an Englifh union, with 
the name of the fkip and her commander, the name of 
the cove, and the time of her coming in and going out 
of it. M. de Bougainville touched here about a year 
after, and gave it the name of Port Praflin. He found 
part of Captain Caterer's infeription, which feemed to 
have been taken down and defaced by the natives. - 

In this ifland were found fome wild boars, large pid- 
geons of beautiful plumage, turtle doves, parrots, and 
crown birds. Ants fwarmed about the thatch-palm and 
cabbage-trees. The country appeared mountainous ; 
the foil light, yet producing feveral kinds of fine timber 
trees. The pepper-tree is faid to be common. Here 
was found a very extraordinary infect about three inches 
long 5 almoft every part of its body was of fuch a tex- 
ture as to appear like a leaf, even when clofely viewed. 
Each of its wings forms one half of a leaf, and when the 
two are clpfed together, it appears like an entire leaf. 
The under fide of its body refembles a leaf of a more 
dead colour than the upper one. It has fix legs, of 
which the upper joints are likewife fimilar to parts of 
leaves. Several jfhocks of an earthquake were felt here, 
which lafled about two minutes, and were verydiftincl- 
ly noticed on board, as well as on fhore. Here was a 
prodigious cafcade precipitated through vaft rocks, 
which diverfify the fall of water. 

In the weflern part of St. George's Channel lies 
Sandwich Island, on which coaft the Swallow an- 
chored. Soon after ten canoes put off from New Ire- 
land, with about one hundred and fifty men on board ; 
thfey exchanged fome trifles, but none of them would 
venture up the fide of the fhip. They preferred iron 
to every thing elfe, although none of it was manufac- 
tured except nails, there being no cutlery ware on 
board. One of thefe canoes was not lefs than ninety 
feet long, being very little fhorter than the fhip, not. 
withftanding which, it was formed of a fingle tree. It 
had fome carved ornaments about it, and was rowed or 
paddled by thirty- three men. There was no appear- 
ance of fails. The Indians were black and woolly 
headed like negroes, without their flat nofes and chick 
lips. They were all ftark naked, except ornaments of 
fhells about their legs and arms. Their hair, as well 
as their beards, was profufely covered with a white 
powder, They were armed with fpears, and long flicks 
or poles, like the quarter ftaff. 'As they kept a watch^. 
ful eye upon the fhip's guns, it is probable that they 
were not wholly unacquainted with the effecl: of fire- 
arms. They had fifhing nets with them, which, as 
well as their cordage, feemed to be very well made, 
After thev had continued this intercourfe for fome time, 
a breeze fprung up, and they returned to the fliorc, 

• The Swallow havingrcached thewcltern point of New 
Ireland, a fine large iQand prefented itfelf, to which. 
Captain Carteret gave the name of 

NEW II A N O V 15 R. 

The land is high, and finely covered with trees, 
among which are many plantations, and the whole has 

Y a beautiful 
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a beautiful appearance. About eight leagues to the 
weftward, appeared fix or feven fmall iflands, which 
received the name of the Duke of Portland's 
Islands. 

4 

Admiralty Islands lie in about i deg. 18 min, 
fouth latitude ; and 146 deg. 44 min. eaft longitude. 
There are between twenty and thirty iflands faid to be 
icattered about here, one of which is very extenfive. 
Captain Carteret, who fir ft difcovered them, was pre- 
vented touching at them, although their appearance 
was very inviting, on account of the condition of his 
Ihip { and as he was entirely unprovided with fuch arti- 
cles of barter as fuited the Indian trade. 

Thefe iflands abound with vegetable productions of 
various kinds ; and the natives feemed to be very nu- 
merous. Captain Carteret was of opinion that they 
produced fpices, as he found the nutmeg tree upon a 
foil comparatively rocky and barren, upon the coaft of 
New Ireland. 



CHRISTMAS ISLAND. 

This ifland was difcovered by Captain Cook, on the 
24th of December, 1777, and called by him Chriftmas 
Ifland, from the mips companies having kept diat fefti- 
val there. It lies in latitude 1 deg. c8 min. north} 
longitude 202 deg. 28 min. eaft. Its form is femicir- 
cular, and, like moft other ifles in this ocean, it is fur- 
rounded by a reef of coral rocks, extending but a little 
diftance from the fhore : and further out than this reef, 
on the weftern fide, is a bank of fand, which extends a 
mile into the fea. There is good anchorage on this 
bank, between eighteen and thirty fathoms. 

The foil of this ifland is in fome places light and 
blackifh, compofed of fand, the dung of birds, and 
rotten vegetables. In other parts, it is formed of bro- 
ken coral ftones, decayed (hells, and other marine pro- 
ductions. Thefe are depoflted in long narrow ridges, 
parallel with the fea coaft, and muft have been thrown 
up by the waves. This feems to prove that the ifland 
has been produced by different accefllons from the fea, 
and is in a ftate of augmentation ; the broken pieces 
of coral, and like wife many of the (hells, being too 
large and heavy, to have been brought from the beach 
by any birds, to the places where our navigators found 
them lying. 

Not a drop of frefh water could be found in the whole 
ifland, though our people frequently dug for it. They 
met with feveral ponds of fait water, which having no 
vifible communication with the fea, were fuppofed to 
have been filled by the water filtrating through the 
fand, during the time of high tides. Not the fmalleft 
trace of any human foot-ftep could be difcerned by our 
people, who went on fhore tor the purpofe ofobferving 
an eclipfe of the fun, which happened on the 30th of 
December * and alfo for the catching of turtle. Indeed, 
mould any human being be accidentally driven upon 
the ifland, or left there, they could fcarcely be able to 
prolong their exiftence j for though there are birds and 
fifh in abundance, there are no vifible means of allaying 
thirft, nor any vegetable that would ferve as a fubftitutc 
for bread, or correct the bad effects of our fait diet. Very 
little fruit was found on the few cocoa-nut trees upon the 
ifland, and though little, not good. 

A few low trees were obferved in fome parts, befides 
feveral Jmall fhrubs and plants, which grew in a very 
languid manner. There was a kind of purflane, a fpe- 
cies of Ada, or Indian mallow, with two ibrts of grafc. 

Under the low trees fat vaft numbers of anew fpecfes of 



tern or egg-bird, black above, and white below, hav- 
ing a white arch on the forehead. Thefe birds are fome" 
what larger than the common noddy : their eggs are 
blueifli, and fpeckled with black. There were like- 
wife many common boobies, a fort refembling a gan- 
net, and a chocolate-coloured fpecies with a white belly 
Man-of-war birds, curleus, plovers, tropic birds, p c J 
trels, &c. were alfo feen here. There were fmall rats 
numbers of land crabs, and lizards. 

Fifh was in fuch abundance on this ifland, that a 
party of our people brought on board as many as 
weighed upwards of two hundred pounds, from a grap- 
pling near the fhore. A great quantity were alfo taken 
with the hook and line, principally confifting of cava!- 
lias, fnappers, and a few rock- fifh of two fpecies, one 
with whitifli ftreaks fcattered about, and the other with 
numerous blue fpots. 

At this ifland was procured for both mips, about three 
hundred turtles, which weighed one with another about 
ninety pounds : they were all of the jjreen fort, and per- 
haps not inferior in goodnefs to any in the world. 

The only occurrence worthy of notice, during the 
fhort flay of the fhips upon this ifland, was the follow- 
ing. When the party that was employed in catching 
turtle returned on board, a failor that belonged to the 
Difcovery, had been mifling two days. At firft there 
were two men who had loft their way ; but happening to 
difagree with refpect to the track that was moft likely 
to bring them to their companions, they had feparated, 
and one of them found means to rejoin the party, after 
an abfence of twenty-four hours, during which he had 
experienced great diftrefs. There being, as before ob- 
ferved, no frefh water upon the ifland, and not one co- 
coa-nut tree in that part of it where he was ftragglfng, 
in order to allay his thirft, he had recourfe to the ex- 
traordinary expedient of drinking the blood of a turtle, 
which he had killed for that purpofe. His method of 
refrefhing himfelf, when fatigued, was equally Angular, 
though he faid he felt the good effects of it. He un- 
drefTed himfelf and lay down in the fhallow water on die 
beach for fome time. 

It was matter of aflonifhment how thefe two men loft 
their way. The land over which their journey lay, 
from the fea coaft to the place where the boats were fta- 
tioned, did not exceed three miles acrofs ; rior was 
there any thing that could obftruct their view, for the 
country was level, with a few fhrubs difperfed about it i 
and from many parts, the mails of the vefTels could be 
eafily difcerned. This, however, feemed to be a rule 
of direction which they did not think of ; nor did they 
recollect in what part of the ifland the fhips lay at an- 
chor; and they were totally at a lofs how to get back to 
them, or to the party they had fo carelefsly ftrayed 
from. 

A party was detached in fearch of the other man, and 
they loon had the good fortune to find their loft com- 
panion. The diftrefs of this man muft have been much 
reater than that of the other ftra 
ad been loft a longer time, but 
drink turtle's blood. 



gler, not only as he 
e was too delicate tu 



As there were fome yams and cocoa-nuts on board, 

in a ftate of vegetation, they were planted, by Captain 

Cook's order, on the fmall ifland where the aftronomers 

had obferved the late eclipfe j and fome feeds of melons 

were fown in another place. The captain alfo left on 

that little iflc a bottle, containing the following infcri|>- 
tion ; 

Georgius Ttr/ius, Rex, 3% Decembris, 1777, 

Naves i 7 a *> Cook > Pr. 

4 ^^\Di/covery 9 Car. Clerks, Pr, 
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SANDWICH 



SECTION I. 

General Description. 

THESE iflands were difcovcred by Captain Cook, 
on his la£t voyage to the Pacific Ocean in 1778, 
and by him diftinguifhed by the name of the Sandwich 
I (lands, in honour of the Earl of Sandwich. . . 

The firft five which he faw were called by the na- 
tives Woahoo, Atooi, Oneeheow, Oreehoua, and Ta- 
hoora. He received fbme intelligence with refpect to 
the cxiftence of a low uninhabited ifland in the neigh- 
bourhood, named Tammata-pappa, which was never 
vifited- Befides, he was farther informed, that there 
were other iflands both to the eaftward and weftward. 
Owhyhee, the lpot where our celebrated navigator fell 
a victim to the fury of the natives, with fome others, 
was not difcovered till fome time after thofe juft men- 
tioned, and will therefore be introduced, with every 
tranfacYion relative to that memorable event, in its pro- 
per place. All thefe iflands, he obferved, were fituated 
between the latitude of 21 deg. 30 min. and 22 deg. 1 5 
min. north ; and between the longitude of 199 deg. 20 
min. and 201 deg. 30 min. eaft. 

All the information that could be derived refpedting 
Woahoo, the moft eafterly of the iflands difcovered, 
was, that it is high land, and inhabited. 

Captain Cook tooched at Oneeheow, and was paid a 
degree of homage by the natives that came 'on board, 
as they crouched down upon the deck, nor would quit 
that humble pofture till they were requeftcd to rife. 
When he went on fliore, he took with him three goats, 
a young boar and fow of the Englifli breed, and alfo the 
feeds of onions, pumpkins, and melons. Thefe he dif- 
pofed of in fuch a manner, as he thought would beft 
tend to promote the production of the reipeaivc fpecies. 
This ifland is chiefly low land, excepting one part, 
which nfes immediately from the fea to a confide/able 
height; as does alfo its fouth^eaft point, which termi- 
nates in a round hill. Its chief vegetable productions 
are yams, and the fweet root called tee. Our people 
procured fome fait here, called by the natives/*,*/, 
which is produced in fait ponds. With it they cure both 
fifh and pork ; and fome of the fifh being purchafed 
proved good, and kept well. The anchoring place at 
this ifland was .n latitude 21 deg. JO min. north, and 
longitude 1 99 deg. 4$ min. eaft. Oreehoua and Ta- 
hoora, are two little iflands in the vicinity of the former. 
1 ahoora is uninhabited. 

Of Atooi, as the largeft fcen, and affording the moft 

M?T fC ° P / £° r ob * crvatio ^ as well as exhibiting a 
full diiplay of the natives, manners, cuftoms, &c. of 
die iflanders in general, we (hall give a particular de- 
fcnption in the two following fectfons. F * mCUlar ac 



SECTION II. 

fifUd on firft coming on board the Ship. RecZthnof%, 
Commodore onlanfing. R marks £\^SS De 

W of 



ISLANDS. 

to thofe who were in one of the canoes ; and they, in 
return, faftened fbme mackarel to the rope, by way of 
equivalent. This was repeated, and fome frndl hails, 
or pieces of iron, were given them for which they gave 
in exchange fome more fifh, and a fweet potatoes a 
Aire indication of their having fome notion of bartering, 
or, at leaft, of returning one prefent for another. One 
of them even offered for fale the piece of ftuff which he 
wore about his waift. 

The natives of this ifland were of the middling fea- 
ture, and of a robuft form. Their complexion was 
brown * and though there appeared to be little difference 
in the cafts of their colour, there was a confiderable va- 
riation in their features, Moft of them had their hair 
cropped rather fhort ; a few had it tied in a bunch at the 
top of the head ; and others fuffered it to flow loofe. It 
feemed to be naturally black $ but the generality of them 
had ftained it with fome ftuff, which changed ft to* a 
brownifh colour. Moft of them had pretty long beards. 
They had no ornaments about their perfons ; nor was 
it obferved that they had their ears perforated. Some 
of them were tatooed on the hands, or near the hips • 
and the pieces of cloth which were worn by them round 
their middle were curioufly coloured with white, black 
and red. They feemed to be mild and good-natured • 
and were furnifhed with no arms of any kind, except 
iome fmall ftones, which they had manifeftly brought 
for their own defence ; and thefe they threw into the 

fea when they found that there was no occafion for 
them. 

In procefs of time, as the fhips ranged along the 
cqaft, in queft of a convenient fpot for anchorage, fome 
of the natives ventured to come on board ; and it is re 
marked by our people, that none of the inhabitants thev 
ever met w,th before, in any other ifland or countr/, 
were fo aftonifhed as thefe people were, upon entering 
wt' . u eyCS T ere incefl * an ^y roving from one 

SbS«°fi!!w h ^ r = and j hc ^ 51 dn C fsof,heir1ookl and 
geftures fully indicated their perfect ignorance with 
refpeft to every thing they faw f and fSoJyVo^^ 
out, that they had never, till the prefent timeT been vifi- 
ted by Europeans, nor been acquainted with any of 
their commodities, exception. This metal, however 
they had in all probability only heard of, or had perhap. 
known it in fome inconfiderable quantity, brought to 
them at a remote period. They afked for it by me an- 
pellation of bamaitt, referring probably to fome inftrS- 
ment, ,n making which iron could 1>e ferviceably em- 
ployed- for they applied that name to the blade of a 
knife, though they had no idea of that particular inftru- 
ment, whicK they could not even handle properly 

ZkX S° fi frcqu rt ca,,ed iron b r thcna ™ of/Z 

which fignifies a hatchet or adze. On being (hewn fome 

thcr they were to be eaten ? But on their being inform- 
ed, that they were to be hung in their earss thfy S- 
ed them as ufelefs. They were equally in&<& 
with regard to a looking-glafs that w;* offered them, and 
returned ,t for a fimilar reafon. China cups, rfi of 
earthen ware, and other things of that kVnd.wcre fo 
new to thern^ that they alked* whether they wore made 
of wood ? They were, in many refpefts. natural^ Jo! 

hem^uft'bef* r- iOUS ° f P' °^ l,cc - sSfrf 
them, juft before their venturing on board, repeated a 

long prayer , and others afterwards f ung , and made va- 
rious motions with their hands. 

- 1 ^M en J hC with a P ro P cr ° mcer > we «-e difpatch- 

cd to look out for a convenient landing place, thelw 
modorc gave peremptory orders, that none of the cre W 
mould go on W ore, to prevent, if pofllble, the imp™ 
tation of a dangerous difeafe into this ifland, whicK 
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knew fomc of the people now laboured ^der ^nd which 
they unfortunately had already communicated to other 

iflands in this ocean. . - 

From the fame motive, he commanded that all fe- 
male vifitants mould be excluded from both the mips. 
Many perfons of this fex had come off in the canoes. 
Their complexion and feature were not very different 
from thofe of the men : and though their countenances 
were extremely open and agreeable, few traces of deli- 
cacy were vifible, either in their faces or other propor- 
tions The only difference in their drefs, was their 
having a piece of cloth about their bodies, reachin 
from near the middle, almoft down to the knees, inflea 
of the mora, worn by the male fex. Another prudent 
precaution was taken, by flricUy enjoining, that no pcr- 
fon, capable of communicating the mfetfion, mould be 

fent upon duty out of the fhip. 

When the (hips were brought to anchor, the Captain 
Went on more, and was received as at Gncehcow, in 
the moft fubmiflivc manner by the iflanders, who fell 
proftrate upon their faces, and continued in that pofture 
of humiliation, till, by figns, he prevailed on them to 
rife. They then prcfented to him many fmall pigs, with 
plantain trees, making ufe of nearly the fame ceremo- 
nies, which had been practifed on fimilar occafions at 
the Society and other ifles i and a long oration, or 
prayer, being pronounced by an individual, in which 
others of the aflembly occafionally joined. Captain 
Cook fignificd his acceptance of their proffered friend- 
ship, by bellowing on them in return fuch prefents as 



he nad brought on fhore. 

The captain, determining on an excurfion into the 
country, was accompanied by two gentlemen, and fol- 
lowed by a numerous train of natives, one of whom, 
who had been very active in keeping the others in order, 
the captain made choice of as a guide. This man, from 
time to time, proclaiming the approach of die ftrangers, 
every perfon who met them fell proftrate on die ground, 
and remained in that humble pofition till they had paffed. 
This they were afterwards informed is their method of 
Iriewing refpect to their own great chiefs. 

On tneir excurfion they faw a morai, which bore a 
ftriking rcfemblance, in feveral refpect s, to thofe they 
had fcen at Otaheite, and other iflands in this ocean. It 
was an oblong fpace, of confiderable extent, environed 
by a ftone-wall, four or five feet high. The enclofed 
fpace was loofcly paved j and at one end of it was 
placed the obelifk or pyramid, called by the natives 
benananoo, which was an exact model of the larger one 
that they had difecrned from the mips. It was about 
twenty feet in height, and •four feet fquare at the bafc. 
Its four fides were formed of fmall poles, interwoven 
with twigs and branches, thus compofing an indifferent 
wicker-work, hollow within, from the top to the bot- 
tom. It appeared* to be in a ruinous ftate, and had been 
originally covered jrith a thin greyifh cloth. On each 
fide of it were long pieces of wicker-work, termed bi- 
reanee>, in a condition equally ruinous \ with two poles 
inclining towards each other at one corner, where fomc 
plantains were placed on a board, fixed at the height of 
about half a dozen feet. This was called by the iflan- 
ders beraireuiy ; and they faid, that the fruit was an of- 
fering to their dciry. Before the benananoo were feveral 
piece* of wood, carved into fume rcfemblance of hu- 
man figures. There was alfo a flone near two feet in 
height, covered with cloth. Adjoining to this, on the 
outinle of the morai % was a fmall flied, which they de- 
non linatcd barecpabo u ; and before it there was a grave, 
where the remains of a woman had been depofitcd. 

On the further fide of the area of the meruit there wa$ 
a houfe or fheil, called benuitwii \ it was about forty feet 
in length i ten or eleven feet in height, and ten in 
breadth in the middle, but n at rower at each end j th6' 
t rmfulenibiy longer, it wan lower than their common 
habitations. Oppofite the entrance into this houfe 
fiood two images, near three feet high, cutout of one 
piece of wood, with pedeltals. They were faid to be 
lint ma no l'cbebta> or reprcfeutauons of goddeffes, find 
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were not very indifferent, either in point of execution or 
defign. On the head of one of them was a cylindrical 
cap, not unlike the head-drefs at Otaheite, called 
mou and oh that of the other, a carved helmet, fome- 
what refembling thofe of the ancient warriors ; and both 
of then* had pieccsrof cloth fattened about the loins, and 
hanging down a confiderable way. There was alfo, at 
the fide of each, a piece of carved wood, with cloth 
hung on ir. Before the pedefhds lay. a quantity of fern, 
which had been placed there at different times. In the 
middle of the houfe, and before the images jult defcrib- 
ed, was an oblong fpace, enclofed by an edging 0 f 
* Hone, and covered with fhreds of cloth. This was the 
grave- of feven chiefs, and was called beneene. 

I«Yom the fimilar ity between this morai, and thdfe of 
the iflands they had lately quitted, little doubt was en- 
tertained by our people, that a fimilarity exifted alfo 
in the rites here folemnized, and particularly in the. hor- 
rid oblation of human victims. Their fufpicions were 
foon confirmed : for on one fide of the entrance into the 
bemanaa, they observed a fmall fquare place, and ano- 
ther ft ill fmailer ; and on afking what thefe were, they 
were informed by dieir conductor, that in one of then? 
was interred a man who had been facrifked j and inihe 
other a hoe-, which had alio been offered up to the dei- 
ty. At no great diftancc from thefe were three other 
fquare enclofed places, with two pieces of carved wood 
at each of them, and an heap of fern upon them. Thefe 
were the graves of three chiefs ; and before them was 
an enclofed fpace, of an oblong figure, called Tangata- 
tahoe> by the guide, who declared to them, that -three 
human facrificcs, one at the funeral of each chief, had 
been there buried. Upon the whole, from appearances 
in general, there was not room to doubt of die unrVer- 
fal prevalence of this practice in the illand under de- 
fcription . 

Of all the various articles which' the natives brought 
to exchange with our people, nothing fo much at- 
tracted their notice, and, it might be added, their ad- 
miration, as a fort of cloak and cap, which, even in 
more poliflicd countries, might be efteemed elegant. 
Thefe cloaks are nearly of the fhape and fize of the 
fhort ones worn by the men in Spain, and by the wo- 
men in England, tied loofely before, and reaching to 
the middle of the back. The ground of them is a net- 
work, with, the mofl beautiful red and yellow feathers 
fo clofely fixed upon it, that the Surface, both in point 
of fmoothnefs and glofTinefs, refemblcs the rich eft vel- 
vet. The method of varying the mixture is very dif- 
ferent ; fomc of them having triangular fpaces of yel- 
low and red alternately j others, a fort of crefcent; 
while fome were entirely red, except that they had a 
broad yellow border. The brilliant colours of the fea- 
thers, in thofe cloaks that were new, had a very fine 
effect. The natives, at firft, refufed to part with one 
of thefe cloaks for any thing that was offered in rx- 
change, demanding no lefs a price than one of the 
mufkets. They afterwards, however, received as the 
pure hale of them fome very large nails. Thofe of the 
belt fort were fcarce } and it is probable, that they arc 
ufed only on particular occafions. 

The caps are made in the form of an helmet, with 
the middle part, or creft, frequently of an hand's 
breadth. They fit very clofe upon the head, and have 
notches to admit the ears. They fconfift of 'twigs ami 
ofiei s, covered with a net-work, into which feathers 
are wrought, as upon the cloaks, but fome what clofer, 
and lefs diverlihed j the major part being red, with 
fome yellow, green, or black ftripes on the fides. 
Thefe caps, in all probability, complete the drefs, with 
the cloaks j for the iflanders appeared, fomctimes, in 
both together, 

Ow people were at n lofs at firft to conjecture by 
what means they procured fuch a quantity of thefe beau- 
tiful feathers, but were foon made acquainted wjth that 
particular from the great number of fkins of a fmaJl 
red (Jttcica of bird they brought for fale. Thofe that 
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RSJSSt SnSp&g , L the fkins, though 
Act were moift, had neither fmell or tafte: 

Some iXnces occurred, which proved beyond a 
doubTthatTe inhabitants of this ifland feed upon hu- 
a-rtT One of them that came out in a canoe, 
Sing 'JSi by way of barter, and among* the 
reft Tome fifh-hooks, was obferved to ha ve a very fmall 
Scdfoftcned to the ftring; of one of them, which he 
&lly feparated, and referred for himfelf, when he 
Sfedof the hook. Upon enauiry what it was he 
poEted to his belly, and intimatecf fomething of its be- 
Fng dead; faying, at the fame time that 1 1 w as bad 
He was requefted to open the parcel, which he did 
with ereat relu&ance, and it was found that it contained 
a fmall thin piece of flelh, which had, to all appear- 
ance, been dried, but was then wet with lalt water. 
Our people imagining it might be human flelh, put the 
queftion to the producer of it, who anfwered, that the 
fieih was part of a man. Another of the iflanders, who 
ftood near him, was then aflced, whether it was a cuf- 
tom among them to eat their enemies who had been 
flain in battle, on which he replied in the affirmative. 

Candour, however, rendering our people extremely 
averfe to entertain a belief of the prevalence of this hor- 
rid cuftom, notwithstanding the late fufpicious circum- 
ftancc, they made further enquiries on this iubject. A 
fmall inftrument of wood, Wet with mark's teeth, 
had been purchafed, which, as it refembled the law or 
knife made ufe of by the favages of New Zealand, to 
diflea the bodies of their enemies, was fufpe&ed to »be 
employed here for the fame purpofe. One of ■; the 
iflanders being questioned on this point, "acknowledged 
that the inftrument before mentioned ferved the pur- 
pofe of cutting out the flefhy part of the belly, when any 
perfon was ftain. This explained and confirmed the 
circumftance before related, of the man's pointing to his 
. belly. The native, however, from who n thi3 intelli- 
gence was received, being afked whether his country- 
men eat the part thus cut out, ftrongiy denied it ; but, 
when the queftion was repeated, he (hewed folic degree 
of apprehenfion, and fwam off" to his canoe. An elder- 
ly man, who fat foremoft in the canoe, was then afked 
whether they eat the flefh, and he anfwered in the affir- 
mative. The queftion being put a fecond time, he 
again affirmed the fadt, adding, that it was favoury food. 

The curious enquiry, whether thefe iflanders were 
cannibals, was renewed when the (hips were orYOnee- 
heow. The fubjedt did not arife from any queftions 
put by our people, but from a circumftance that feemed 
. to remove all doubt. One of the natives, wlio wifhed 
to get in at the gun-room port, was refufed ; and he 
then a(ked, whether they would kill and eat him, if he 
fliould come in? accompanying this queftion with figns 
foexpreflive, that a doubt could not be entertained with 
refpett to his meaning. Our people had now an oppor- 
tunity of retorting the queftion as to this practice and 
a man behind the other in the canoe, inftantly replied, 
that if they were killed on more, they would not fcruple 
to eat them : not that he meant the natives would deftroy 
them for that purpofe, but that their devouring them 
would be the confequence of creating enmity. 

The obfervations which Captain Cook was enabled to 
make of the ifland of Atooi, combined with thofe of a 
very expert natural philofopher who accompanied him, 
furniih materials for the following fedtion. 
No. 9, 
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More particular De/criptu* of *»' V">™ ' " d^JuV- 
extent, Face of the Country, Sml, Cimate. Produc- 
tions, \n\maland vegetable. .^^'ff' N r ^ 

■ Dreb. Ornaments. - HaHtatsmt. JW. ° > £**'»- 
Divirfims. Mufical Inftru*ents. Manufactures. Tools. 
Weapons. Canoes. Agriculture. Government. Rxltgu*. 
Manners. And Language. 

FROM the beft obfervations that could he made* 
the ifland of Atooi is at leaft ten leagues frflui eaft 
to weft, from whence its circumference may be nearly 

guelTed. • • t f . . 

The land does not in the leaft refemble, in its ge- 
neral appearance, any of the iflands which our tote 
navigators had vifited within the tropic of Capricorn, 
except its hills near the center, which are high, but 
Hope gradually towards the fea, or lower lands* 
Though it prefents not to the view the delightful bor- 
ders of Otaheite, or the luxuriant plains of Tongatafcoo* 
covered with trees, which at once afford .a fhelter from 
the fcorching rays of the fun, a beautiful profpeel: to Jhe 
eye, and food for the natives, yet its pofTefling a greater 
portion of gently riling land renders it, in forne^ae- 
gree, fuperior to the above mentioned favourite iflands, 
as being more capable of improvement. The height 
of the land within, and the . number of clouds hanging 
over it, feemed to indicate that there was a fufficienc 
fupply of water, and that there were fome running^ 
fti earns, though our people had not an opportunity at 
feeing them. The ground, from the woody part to 
the lea, was covered with an excellent kind of graft., 
about two feet in height, which fomerimes grew in tufts, 
and appeared capable of being converted into abundant 
crop* of fine hay. But on this exftenfive fpace not even 
afhrub grows naturally. 

In the narrow valley leading to the moras the foil is 
of a dark brown colour, rather loofe* but on the high 
ground, it is of a reddifh brown, more ftiff and clayey. 
Its quality may be better eftimated from its productions* 
than from its appearance. For the vale, or moift 
ground, produces- taro, much larger than any feen be- 
fore i and the more elevated ground furniihes fweet po- 
tatoes, that feldom weigh lei's than two or three pound*, 
frequently ten, and fome times a dozen or fourteen. 

The temperature of > the climate may be eafdy guefjfed 
from the fituation of the ifland. It was remarked, how- 
ever,* by thofe of our people w&o were molt capable <of 
Judging, that, from what they experienced, it might 
be faid to be very variable j for, according to the ge- 
neral opinion, it was, at this time, the feafon of the 
year when, the weather is fuppofed to be mod fettled, the 
fun being at its greateft annual diftance. The, heat was 
now very moderate i and few of phofe inconyeniencies 
to which many countries lying within the tropics are 
fubjedt, either from heat or moifture, fcems to^ be ex- 
perienced here. Nor were there any dews of confe- 
quence > a circumftance which may partly be accounted 
tor by the lower part of die country being deftitute of 
trees. 

The rock that conftitutea the fides pf the valley is a 
dark grey ponderous ftone, but honey-combed, with 
fome fpotsof a rufty colour, and forne. ycry minute 
mining particles inter fp cried. It is of an irnmenfc depth, 
and feems to be divided into ft rata, though nothing is 
intcrpofed, for the Urge pieces al way* broke off to a 
determinate thicknefs, and did not appear to have ad- 
hered to thofe that were below jfrefn. Other ltpnes are, 
in all probability, much , more various than in the 
fouthcrn iflands. For during the ftiort time the (hips 
remained here, befldes the Tapis lydius t was ftund a 
fpecics of cream-coloured whecftone, fomeomei varie- 
gated with whiter or blacker veins, like marble* and 
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The only tame or domeftic animals found here were 
dogs, hogs, and fowls, which were all of the fame kind 
as thofe met with in the South Sea J Hands in general.. 
There were fome fmall lizards and fome rats, refemb- 
iing thofe of the other ifltnds. 

Our people did not meet with the fcarlet birds alive 
that were brought for fak but faw one fmall one, about 
•the, fize of a '^canary bird, of a deep crimfbn colour. 
They alio faw a large owl, two brown hawks or kites, 
•and 'a wild duck ; and heard from the natives the names 
of fbme other birds, among which were the otoo, or 
blueifh bird, and the tarata> a fort of whimbrel. It 
is probable "thit the fpecies of birds are numerous, if a 
judgment may be formed from the quantity of fine 
yellow, gree n, and fmall, velvet-like, blackifh fea- 
thers uled upon die cloaks, and other ornaments, worn 
by thefe people. 

The ifland did not appear to produce fifh either in 
quantity or variety, as the only nfh feen by our poople, 
betides the fmall mackarel, were common mullets; a 
ipecies of a chalky colour ; a fmall brownifh rock fifh, 
adorned with blue fpotsj a turtle, which was penned up 
in a pond ; and three or four forts of fifh faked. The 
few fnell-fifh feen were converted into ornaments, tho' 
dgjr were deftitute of the recommendation either of 
tZlity or novelty. 

^Or vegetables produced in this ifland are fix diffe- 
rent kinds of plantains, bread-fruit, a few cocoa-palms, 
feme yams, the kaffi of the Friendly Iflands, or Vir- 
ginian arum ; the efa tree, and odoriferous gardenia, 
er cafe jajmine* There were vend trees of the do'oe 
dooe> that bear fhe oily nuts, which are (luck upon a 
kind of fkewer, and made ufc of as cancties. The 
iflanders wear theft nuts, hung on (brings, round their 
necks. There is a fpecies of Jida, or Indian mallow ; 
alfo the morinda citrifolia y which is here called none a 
fpecies of convolvulus* the ava t or intoxicating pepper, 
foefides a great quantity of gourds. Thefe lad grow to 
at very large fize > and are of a remarkable variety of 
Jhapes, which are, perhaps, the effect of art. Upon 
t^e dry fand, about the village, grew a pfant, that had 
never been feen* by our people ta this ocean, of the fije 
of a common thiftle and prickly, bot bearing a fine 
Mower, greatly refembfing a white poppy. 

yhe natives of Atooi appear m be of a frank, eft ear- 
ful difbofition i eqoalhr free from the fickle levity that 
characterizes the inhabitants of Gcaheire, and the fe- 
; 4ate eaft which is obftrvable among many of thofe of 
Torjgasar They feem to cultivate a fecial inter- 
courje with each other^ aad* except the propenfity to 
thieving, which is, as te were, innate in moft of the 
people of thefe feaa> they were exceeding friendly. It 
does no Ifriall credit to their fenfibility to obfervc, that 
when they law the different articles of European ma- 
nufacWe*, they couW not refrain from expreflwig their 
aftonilnment, by a mixture of joy and eweem* that 
feemed to apply the cafe as a leflGba of hwnility to them- 
felvesj and, on every occafion, appeared to have a 
proper conic ioufhefs of their own mferiorky. It was 
pleating to obferve with what affection the women ma- 
naged their infants, and with what alacrity the rtien 
contributed their affiftance in fuch a tender office. 

They are. aftive, vigorous, and expert fwi miners ; 
leaving their cattoea upon the moft frivolous occafion, 
diving under them, and fwimming to others, though 
at a confidcraMe diftance.' -*Womcn were frequently 
feen with ntfiutti at their breaffa, when the (tw f Was k> 
hijgh as tp prevent their landing in the canoes, leap 
overboard, ajid fwim to the fliore. 

If judgment might be formed from the number feen 
bjr dur pidsle a* tnev ranged along the coaft, the inha- 
bitafft* .of tTvh ifland are pretty numerous. Including 
th* ftraggiipg houfcs, there might, perhaps, be in the 
whole ffland, ftxty fiich villages as that near which the 
drib* -anchored j, and* if allowanced* mack of Hve per- 
fbrft ta each hotife, there would" fcc, in every village, 
five hundred u or thirty thou fand iipon the ifland. This' 
mmbct U by no means exaggerated* for there were 



fomerimes three • thouiand people, at leaft, cofle&ed on 
the beach, when it could not he fuppoled that, above 
tenth part of the natives Were, prefent* a 
We have already defcribed the ordinary dref* pf ^ 
natives of both fexea j but fhaH now attend to particu- 
lars. The women have ofttfn much larger pieces of 

cloth Wrapped about them, extending froita j*ift below 
the breafts to the hams, and fometimes lower j and fe- 
veral were obferved with pieces thrown ktafejy over 
their fhoulders, which covered the greateft part of the 
body ; but the children, when very young, go entirely 
naked. They do nor wear any thing on tlic head ; but 
the hair, both of men and women, is cut in various 
forms, and the general falhion, particularly a*r>Qng the 
latter, is, to have it fhort behind and long before. The 
men frequently had it cut on each fide in fuch a man- 
ner, that the remaining part ibmewhat refembjed the 
creft of their caps or helmets. Both foxes, however 
foemed to be very carelefs about their hair, and had no 
combs, or any thing of the kind, to drefs it. The 
men fometimes twirt it into a number of feperate par- 
cels, like the tails of a wig, each about as thick as a 
ringer ; though moil of theje, which are fo long as to 
reach far down the back, are artificially fixed upon the 
head, over their own hair. 

The people of the Sandwich Ifles have-not their ears 
perforated, nor do they wear any ornaments in them 
Both men and women, however, adorn themfe.Ves with 
necklaces compofed of bunches of fmall black cord 
like our hat firing, often above an: hundred-fold. They 
have alfo necklaces of many firings of very fmall 
fhells, or of the dried flowers of the Indian mallow; 
and they fometimes hang round their necks- a (mall hu- 
man figure of bone, about the length of three inches. 
The women likewife wear bracelets of a tingle £hell^ 
pieces of black wood, with bits of ivory interfperfed* 
and neatly poiiflied, fattened together by a firing drawn 
clofely through diem; or others of hogs teeth placed 
parallel to each other, with the concave part outward, 
and the points cut off j fooic of which, formed only of 
large boar's tufks, are very elegant. 

The men lornetimes fix on rJheir heads plumes of fea- 
thers of the tropic bird, or i thole of cocks, fattened 
round neat poliflied fticks two ftet in length * and, for 
the fame purpofe, they few the fkin of a white dog s 
tail over a ftick, with its tuft at the end. They aiiu> 
frequently wear on the head a kind of ornament of the 
thic&nefs of a finger or more, covered with yellow and 
red feathers,, curioufly varied, and tied behind ; and, 
on that part of the arm which is above tho elbow, a 
fort of broad fliell-work grounded upon net-work. 

The men. fometimes puncture themfelves upon the 
hands or arms,, but frequently no marks at all were 
feen j though a few individuals had more of this fpe- 
cies of ornament than had been ufually noticed at other 
places, and curiouily executed in a great variety of 

lines and figures, on die arms and fore-part of the 
body. r 

i A hd f habitations Mattered about without the 
leaft order j. feme are large and commodious, from 40 
to 50 feet m length, and 20 or 30 in breadth ; while 
others are the moft contemptible hovels Their figure 
refeniblcs that of hay ftucks, or, perhaps, a better idea 
may be conceived of them, by fuppofing the roof of a 
barn placed on the ground in fuch a manner as to form 
an high fharp ridge with two low fides. The gable at 
each end, corresponding to. the fides, makes thefe 
dwelling places clofe all round ; and they are well co- 
vered with long graft, which is laid on deader poles. 
1 ne entrance is made either in the end or fide, and is 
an oblong hole extremely low : it is often fhut up by a 
board of planks fattened togedier, which ferves as «a 
door* but v as it has no hing* s> mud be removed oc- 
calionally. No light enters the houfe except by tliis 
opening j awl though fuch clofe habitations may be 
•comfortable places of retreat in bad weather, they feem 
but ill adapted to the warm climate of this country. 
They are kept remarkably clean, and the floors arc 
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ftrewed with dried grafs, over which mats are forbad to 
fit and fleep on. At one end ftands a bench about 
three feet high, on which the domeftic utenfils are 
placed. Thefe confift of gourd (hells, which the na- 
tives convert into veflels that ferve as bottles to hold 
water, and as baflcets to contain their food and other 
things ; and alfo of a few wooden bowls and trenchers 
of various fizes. 

Sweet potatoes and plantains conftitute the principal 
part of their vegetable diet ; lb tfiat yams and bread- 
fruit are rather to be confidered as rarities. Of animal 
food they appear to be in no want, as they have great 
numbers of hogs, which run without reftraint about the 
fioufrs } and, if they eat dogs, which is not altogether 
improbable, their ftock of thefe feemed very conflde- 
rable. The quantities of fifhing- hooks found among 
them indicated that they procure iome fupply of ani- 
mal food from the fea. They have a cuftom of fairing 
filh, and likewife porfc, which they preferve in gourd 
Jhells. The fait which they ufe for this purpole is of a 
reddiih colour, but not very coarfe. 

They bake their vegetable articles of food with heat- 
ed ftones > and from the great quantity which was fcen 
drefled at one time, it was fuppofed that all the inha- 
bitants of a village, or at leafc a confiderable number 
of people, joined in the ufe of a common oven. 

They eat out of a fort of wooden trenchers, and, as 
far as our people could judge from one inftance, the 
women, if retrained from feeding at the fame difh, as 
is the cuftom atOtaheite, are at leaft allowed to eat at 
the fame place near them. 

The diverfioqs of thefe inlanders are various. Our 
people did not fee the dances in which they ufe the fea- 
thered cloaks and caps ; but, from the motions which 
they made with their hands, on other occafions, when 
they fung, they judged that they \ /ere fomewhat fimilar 
to thofe they had met with at the fouthern iflands, tho' 
not fo fkilfully performed. They had not among them 
either flutes or reeds, and the only two mufical inftru- 
ments feen were of a very rude kind. One of them 
does not produce a found fuperior to that of a child's 
rattle. It confifts of what may be denominated a conic 
cap inverted, but very little hollowed at the bafe, made 
of a fedge-hke plant, the upper part of which, and 
likewife the edges, are embeUilhed with beautiful red 
feathers, and to the point, or lower part, is jixed a gourd 
fliell. Into this they put fomething to rattle, which is 
done by holding the inftrument by the fmall part, and 
fhaking it bnfldy before the face, at the fame time ftrik- 
mg the breaft with the other hand. The other inftru- 
ment was a hollow veflel of wood not unlike a platter, 
combined with the ufe of two fticks, on which one of 
the natives was ofcfcrved performing. He held one of 
the fticks, about two feet in length, with one hand, in 
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fembled a drum-ftick, m a quicker or flower meafure, I 
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was accompanied by the vocal performance of fome 
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browns In general, the pieces brought for exchange* 
were about die bread th of two feet, and four or five 
yards in length, being the form and quantity made ole 
of by them for their common drefs» or maro and even 
fome of thefe were compofed of pieces fewed together. 

They have alfo a particular fort that is th«i, and 
greatly refembles oil-cloth j and which is either oikd or 
ioaked in ibmekuid of varnUh; They fabricate num- 
bers of white mats* which are ftrong, with many red 
ftripes, quadrangular andN>ther figures interwoven on 
one fide. Thelej in all probability, make a part of 
their drefs 5 for when they offered them td iale, they put 
them on their backs; They manufacture • others of a 
coarfer fort, plain and ftrong, which they fpread bver 
their floors to fleep upon. 

They ftain their gourd-fhells neatly with uridulated 
lines, triangles, and other figures of a black: colour. 
They alio ieem to be acquainted with the art df varaifh- 
ingi for fome. of their ftained gourd-ihejls are covered 
with a fort pf lacker; and, on other occafions, they 
make ufe of a ftrong fize, or glutinous fubftancej to 
fatten things together. Their wooden.difhes and bowls, 
out of which they drink their ava y are of the etooatrcc, 
or (ordja, extremely neat, and well poliftiecL .They 
likewife make fmall fquare fans of mat or wicker-work, 
with handles of the feme, or of wood, tapering 1 from 
them, which are curioufly wrought with fmall cords of 
hair, and cocoa-nut fibres, intermixed. Their fifbmg- 
hooks are ingenioufly made j fome of bone, many of 
pearl-fhell, and others of wood, pointed with bone* 
The bones are for the moft part fmall* and confift of 
two pieces i and the various lor ts have a barb, either on 
the infide, or the outlide : but others have -"troth, the 
exterior one being fa/theft from the point. . JOf the lat- 
ter fort, one was procured,, nine inches in length, made 
of afingle piece of bone the elegant form and polifh 
of which could not be exceeded by any European ar- 
tift. They polifh their ftones by conftanr friction, with 
pumice-ftone in water ; and fuch of their tools as were : 
ieen refenibled thofe of the fouthern Wanders. Their 
hatchets, or rather adzes, were cxa£ly of the fame pat- » 
tern, and were either formed of a bkekim fton«, or of 
a clay-coloured one. They have alfo fmall instruments, 
compoled of fingle fliark's tooth, fome of which arc 
fixed to the fore part of the jaw-bane of a dog, and 
others to a thin wooden handle of a fimilar fhape * and 
at the other end there is a.bit of firing fattened through 
a little hole. They ferve occafionally as knives, and 
arc probably ufed in carving. 

The only iron tools fcen among them, and which 
theypoflefled before the arrival of our (hips, were a 
piece of iron hoop, about the length of two: inches, fit- 
ted into a wooden handle ; and another edge-tool, 
which was fuppofed to have been made of the point of 
a broad fword. Their having the actual poffeffion of 
thefe, and their being well acquainted with the ufe of 
this metal, inclined fome of our people to imagine, that 
they were not the firft European vifitors of thefe iflands. 
But the very great furprife which they teftifled on fee- 
ing our (hips, and their perfect ignorance of the ufe of 
nre-arms, cannot be reconciled with fuch an opinion. 

Indeed, very ingenious obfervations and reflections 
have been made by men of fpeculation, to (hew that the 
natives of Atooi might have received this metal from 
intermediate iflands, fituated between them and the Lo- 
drones, which the Spaniards have frequented almoft 
ever fince the period of Magellan's voyage in 17 19. 

Befides their foears, formed of a fine brownish wood, 
beautifully polifhed, fome c-f which arc barbed at one 
end, and flattened to a point at the other, they have a 
kind pf weapon which our people had never met with 
before : it- fomewhat refembjes, a dagger, and is, in go- 
neral, about eighteen inches in length, fharpened at one 
or both, ends, apd focured to the hand by a ftring. Its 
ule is to ftab in clolc combat, and it feems well adafitad 
for that pur^ofo^ Some of dicfe may be denominated 
double daggers, having a handle in the middle, with 
which they are the better enabled to ftrikc different 
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Ways, They have likewife bow* ami arrow*; but, both 
from their (lender conftnlclion, and their apparent 
fcarctty* it it probable that they never make ufe of them 
in battle. The knife or faw, with Which they diffea 
the dead bodies of their enemies, mav alfo be ranked 
among their weapons, its they both ftrike rfnd cut with 
it when engaged in clofe fight* It rt a fmall Bat woocVn 
in(hument,^>outa.foot in lengthy of art obkmg flrape, 
rounded at the corners i its edges arc furfounded wirli 
fhark's teeth/ ftrongly fixed to it, and pointing out- 
wards} and it has generally a hole in the handle, thro* 
which panes a long ftring, which they wrap fe vera! rime's 

round the wrifb 

The canoes of thefe peopfe are commonly abotft 
four and twenty feet in length, and have the bottom, in 
general, formed of a Angle piece of v/ood, hollowed 
out to die thfcknefs of an inch, or more, and brought 
to a point at each end. The fides are compofed of 
three boards, each about an inch thick, neatly fitted, 
andla/hed to the bottom. ..The extremities, both at 
head and ftern* ore a little elevated, and both are made 
iharp, fbmewhat refembiing a wedge, but they flatten 
more abruptly, fo that the two fide-boards join each 
other, fide by fide, for upwards of a foot. As they 
feldom exceed a foot and a half in breadth, thofe that 
gofingle (for they fometimes join them) have out-rig- 
gers, which are shaped and Acted with more judgement 
than any before feen. They arc towed by paddles, 
jiich has had been generally obferved at other iflands : 
and fonre of them have a light triangular faii, extended 
to a ma&or boom- The ropes which they ufc for their 
boats, and the Smaller cords for their fifhing- tackle, 
are ftrong, and neatly made. 

From appearances in general, the natives poflefs 
•a knowledge of agriculture. The vale-ground is one 
continued plantation of taro s and fome other articles, 
which have all the appearance of being carefully at- 
tended to* The poratoe-ftelds, and ipots of fiigar-cane, 
or plantains, on the higher grounds, are planted with 
great regularity j, but neither thefe, or the others, are 
■enclofetT with any fence, unlets the ditches in the low 
grounds may be confidered as fuch : which, it is more 
probable, are defigncd to convey water to the far a. 
jThe great quantity and excellence of thefe articles may, 
perhaps* be as much owing to (kilful culture, a* natu- 
ral fertility of foil, which feems better adapted to theirr, 
than to bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees ; the few of there 
latter which were ieeny not being in a thriving (late. 
Notwithftanding this (kill in agriculture, the ifland, 
from its general appearance, ieemed to be capable of 
more cxterilive improvement, and of maintaining thrice 
as many inhabitants as are now upon it j for the greater 

Jiart of |% that now lies, wa&e, was; apparently as good a 
oil as thofe parts that were cuirfwteci It muft therefore 
be inferred, that thefe people do riot encreafe iw that 
proportion, which would render it neceflkry for them to 
mice advantage of the extent of their ifland, towards 
railing a greater quantity of its vegetable productions 
for their maintenance. 

Our people had not an opportunity of forming an ac- 
curate judgment of the mode of government eftablilh- 
ed amoogu: thefe people j huvrfrurri tkeir general ob-. 
fcrvation, it formed reasonable to imagine, that it » of 
the fame nature with that which prevails in all the iflands 
they had hkhtrto vifited \ and r in all probability, their 
wars among themfclves are equally frequent. This in- 
deed might be inferred! from the number of weapons 
which were found in their pefefilon, and from the excel* 
lent order in which they kept them. But they had 
proofs of the fait from weir own coafeflfon» being in- 
formed, thefe wars are carried on between (he different 
dttri&i of their owVk ifland, as well as between it and 
the inhabitaat* of the neighbouring ifland 5, No other 
caufe than this need be aJlitf ned, to account for the ap- 
pearance before mentioned, or their population not 
being proportioned to the extent of their ground that is 
capable or cultivation. 

At we do not deem it fuificicnt to obferve Ins general, 



that there is an affinity between the manners of theft 
people, and the natives of the Friendly and Societf 
Iflands, we fhall cite a few particulars, that will fcrve 
to place this in a ftriking point of view. 

With refpecl to religious inftitutions, and the manner 
of difpofing of the dead, the inhabitants of Tongataboo 
bury the dead with great decency, and they alfo inter 
their human facrifkes but thev do not offer any other 
animal, or even vegetable to their deities. The Ota- 
heiteans do not inter their dead, but expofe them to 
waft* by time and putrefaction, though they afterwards 
bury the bones; and this being the cafe, it is remarka- 
ble that they fhould inter the entire bodies of their hu- 
man facrifkcs/ They alfo offer up to their gods other 
animals and vegetables ; but are far from being atten- 
tive to the condition of the places where they celebrate 
thofe folemn rites ; moft of their rHorais being in a ruin- 
ous flat*, and fhewing manifeft tokens of neglect. The 
people of Atooi, again, bury both their common- dead, 
and their human fecrifices, as at Tongataboo % but they 
refemble thofe of. Otaheite, in offering vegetables and 
animals to their gods, and in the neglected ftate of their 
religious placeSr 

As a farther inftance to fubferve our purpofe on the 
prcfent occafion, it may be obferved, that the taboo alfo 
prevails in Atooi, in its full extent, and apparently 
with greater ftridlnefe than even at Tongataboo. For 
the natives here always afked with great eagernefo, and 
with indications of a fear of offending, whether any par- 
ticular tlu'ng which they defired to lee* or our people 
were willing to fhew, was taboo y or (as they pronounced 
the word) tafoo ? meaning, forbidden. 

But in no inftance does the rcfemb lance between the 
natives of Atooi, and thofe of Otaheite, appear in f© 
(b iking a light, as in the fimilarity of language. In- 
deed, the languages of both places may be faid to be al- 
moft entirely the tome. 



section rr. 

Two Iflands difcdvered y called Mowee nnd Owbyee. 
Charatter of the Natives of the latter, DefcriptUn 

if Karakakoaa Bay. Inftance 5 of the deffoUJm of the 
Chiefs. Singular Conftruftion and Ceremonies of the 
Morai. Divers Ceremonies, Forms, Cufioms, and 
Manners* 

t 

OUR late navigator* were obliged to quit theft iflands 
before they had- procured a 'neceflary fupply of re- 
frefhments, by a» unfortunate incident. . T/ie anchor 
of the Reflation having ftarted, fhe drove off the bank 
a confidcrable way to the leeward of the (hip's hrft fta- 
tion-i. fo that the commodore forefeeing it would require 
more time to regain it than, he cfcofi: to employ, he made 
the figrral for the Difcovery to weigh anchor, and both 
fhips directed their courJc to the northward, in brofecu- 
tion of difcoveries*. Which was in February 1778. 

Captain Cook, after having explored the dreary re- 
gions of die north, for the courfe of feycral fucccetling 
month©, determined to revifit the Sandwich Iflands, in 
order to' pafs 4 few of the winter months, provided he 

fliould meet with the neceffary refrefhmenti. 

From a more exrenfive view of the fpot on the fecund 
vifit, which wat November 06, 1778 1 , it appeared tint 
the former difcovery made by our navigator?, pf the 
group of the Sandwich Iflands, had been very impcr- 
tt€ti thole which they had vifYttrf in their prognfs 
northward, all lying to th< kcwanj of theii 1 prcfent ibw 
tion^ 

An, elevated hill appeared In-the country, whofe fom- 
mit rofe above the clouds. The land, from this hill, 
Itll in a gradual flope>, terminating in a deep rocky 
cpaft t the feft breaking againft it in a moft dreaJfulfurk 
Unable to weather the ifland, they borW upv. and ranged 
to the weft ward. They new perceived people on many 
parts of the more, and ftveral hou/cs and plantadoni. 
The country appeared te> be well fupplied with wood 
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an d water, and ftreams were feen, in various places, 

^j!?^ r Sfign of revifning thefe iflands, which 
ASt nTc^urc it competent iupply of provifions, 
^IdVSted, if I free tra&eWh &e natives 
W ° fitted Captain Cook publifhed an order, pro- 

SjK^xrto ° n board £hc fhi P s from tradi , ng ' 

hlb r g rhofeCpointed by himfelf and Captain Clerke; 
SdSL*^^ limitations of trading only for 
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provinons and refrefomcnts. Injunctions were alfo laid 
Lainft the admittance of woi 
der certain refusions 



nftthe admittance of women into the (hips, but un- 

- • ~ • But the evil which was intend- 



ed to have been prevented by this regulation had alrea- 
dy cot amongft them. , . _ - 

As the fhips were ranging along the coalt, fome ca- 
noes came off, and, when they got along fide, many of 
the conductors of them came on board, without nefita- 
tion Our people perceived that they were of the fame 
nation as thofe iflanders more to the leeward, which 
they had already vifited 5 and, as they underftood, they 
were no Grangers to their having been there. . 

Thefe vifitors fupplied them with a quantity of cut- 
tle fifh, in exchange for nails, and iron. They brought 
but little fruit or roots, but faid they had plenty of them 
©n their ifland, as well, as hogs and fowls. 

Many of them afterwards brought divers commodi- 
ties which were bartered for fuch articles as our people 
had* to difpofe of. This ifland was called by the natives 
fAowee. The chief, who is named Terreeoboo, vifi- 
ted the commodore on board, and made him a prefent 

in the ufual form. , . 

Soon after another ifland was feen to the windward, 

called by the natives Owhyhee. Standing on and off 

the .ifland during the night, our people were greatly 

furprifed in the morning, at feeing the fummits of the 

mountains covered with fnow. Though they were not 

of an extraordinary height, the fnow, in fbme places, 

appeared to be of a considerable depth, and to have rc- 

niained there fbme time. Drawing near the fhore, the 

natives approached, and appeared a little fhy at firft; 

but fome were prevailed on to come pn board * and, at 

length, induced to return to the ifland, to bring a fup. 

Ely of what was wanted. Numbers followed, and 
rought a tolerable fupply of pigs, fruit, and roots. 
The commodore having procured a great quantity 
of fugar-cane, and, upon trial, difcovering that a de- 
cocTion of it made very palatable beer, he ordered fome 
of it to be brewed for general ufe 5 but, on broaching the 
calks, not one of the crew would even tafte the liquor. 
Having no other motive in preparing this beverage, 
than that of preferving the fpirits for a colder climate, 
he neither exerted his authority, or had rccourfe to 
perfuafion, to induce them to drink it; well knowing, 
that fo long as they could be plentifully fupplied with 
vegetables, there was no danger of the fcurvy. But, 
that he might not be difappointcd in his views, he or- 
dried that no grog fhould be ferved in either of the 
fhips. The officers continued to drink this fugar-cane 
beer, whenever materials could be procured for brew- 
ing it. Some hops, which were on board, improved 
it much j and it was, doubtlefs, extremely wholcfome; 
though the inconfidcrate crew thought it injurious to 
their health. 

Our people met with lefs refc rve and fufpicion, in 
their intercourfe with the people of this ifland, than they 
had ever experienced among any tribe of lavages. 

hf y frequently fent up into the flup, the articles they 
meant to barter, and afterwards came in themfelves, 
to traffick on the quarter deck. The inhabitants of 
Utaheite, whom they had often vifited, hail not that 
confidence in their integrity. Whence it may be in- 
ferrtd, that thofe of Owhyhee are more faithful in their 
dealings with each other, than tjfate of Otaheite. 

It is but jufticc to obfervc, that, at fii ft, they never 
attempted to over-reach in exchanges or to commit 
aUngle theft. They perfectly underftood trading, and 
clearly comprehended the rcafon of the fhips olvina 
»pon the coaft For though they brought off plenty of 

No. o. 



pigs, and other provifions, they were particular in keep- 
ing up their price j and, rather than dilpofe of them af 
an undervalue, would carry them afhore again. 

Canoes coming off from all quarters, there were ac 
leaft a thoufand about the two fhips, crouded with peo- 
ple, and laden with hogs and other provifions. Our 
people were perfectly convinced of their having no hoi- 
tile intentions ; not a fingle perfon having a weapon 
with him of any fort. Trade and curiofity were their 
only inducements to make the vifit. From the num- 
bers frequently on board, it might be expected that fome 
of them fhould betray a thievifh difpofition. One of 
them took a boat's rudder from the fhip, and was not 
detected, till it was too late to recover it. Captain 
Cook imagined this to be a proper opportunity to fhew 
thefe iflanders the ufe of fire-arms. Two or three muf- 
kets, and as many four pounders, wef e, by his orders, 
fired over the canoe, which went away with the rud- 
der : but as the fhot was not intended to take the effect, 
the furrounding multitude were only furprifed and 
frightened. 

When the fhips anchored in the bay, called by the 
natives Karakahooa Bay, they continued much crouded 
with the natives, and fur rounded by a vaft multitude of 
canoes. In the courfe of their voyage, our people had 
no where feen fuch vaft numbers of people afTembled 
at one place. Befides thofe who came in canoes, all the 
. fhore was covered with fpectators ; and hundreds were " 
fwimming about the jfhips, like fhoals of fifh. They 
were ftruck with the Angularity of this fcene; and few 
on board lamented their liaving failed, in their late en- 
deavoursf to find a northern pafiage homeward the laft 
fummer; fince to this difappointment they were in- 
debted for revifiting the Sandwich Iflands, and for en- - 
riching their voyage with a difcovery, in many refpects, 
the moft important that has been made by Europeans in 
the Pacific Ocean. 

Karakahooa Bay is fituated in the diftrict of Akona, 
on the weft fide 01 the Ifland of Owhyhee. It extends 
about a mile in depth, and is bounded by two points of 
land, bearing fouth-ealt and north-weft from each 
each other, at the diftance of half a league. The north 
point is flat and barren, on which is fituated the village 
of Kowrowa. A more confiderable village, called Ka- ' 
kooa, ftands in the bottom of die bay, near a grove of 
{lately cocoa- trees. An high rocky cliff, inacceffible 
from the fea-fhore, runs between them. Near the coaft, 
on the fouth-fide, the land has a rugged appearance ; 
beyond which the country gradually rife, and abounds 
with cultivated enclofures, and groves of cocoa- trees. 
The habitations of the people are fcattercd about in 
great plenty. Round the bay the fhore is covered with 
a black coral rock, except at Kakooa, where there is 
an excellent fandy beach, with a morai at one extremity, 
and a ipring of frefh water at the other. 

The fhips were no fooner brought to anchor, than 
the natives came off in aftonifhing numbers, exprefling 
their joy by finging, fhouting, and the moft extrava- 
gant geftures. • The decks, Adcs, and rigging, of the 
fhips, were covered with them. Women ana* boys,- 
who were unable to procure canoes, came fwimming 
round in great multitudes j fome of whom, not finding 
room to get on board, amufed themfelves the whole day, 
by playing in the water. 

Amongft thofe of the natives who came on board the 
Refolution, was a chief named Pareea. Though a 
young man, he was foon difcovered to be a perfon of 
great authority. He told Captain Cook that he was 
Jakane to the fovercign of the ifland, who was then on 
a military expedition at Mowhee, from whence he was 
expected to return in a few days. Our people could not 
learn whether the word Jakane was a name of office, or 
exprcflivcof affinity. Somcprefcnts from the com mo-, 
dore attached him to their intercfts, and thev found him 
exceedingly ufeful. Before they had been long at an. 
chor, the Difcovery had fo many people hanging on one 
fide, that fhe was obferved to heel confiderably j and 
our people found it impofliblc to prevent the crowd^ 

A a Jroin 



04 



A NEW, ROYAL awd° AUTHENTIC SYSTEM or UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY. 



1 

from preffing into her. Captaih Cook, apprehenfive 
that flic might receive fome injury, communicated his 
fears to Pareea, who inflantly cleared the fhip of its 
encumbrances, and difperfed the canoes that Airrounded 
her. 

It appears evident, from this circumftance, that the 
chiefs have a mofl defpotic authority over the inferior 
people. An inftance fimilar to this, happened on board 
the Refolution, where the crowd fo far impeded the or- 
dinary bufinefs of the fhip, that it was found neceffary 
to apply to Kaneena, another chief, who had alio at- 
tached himfelf particularly to Captain Cook . The in- 
convenience furTered was no fooner mentioned, than he 
ordered the natives immediately to quit the veflcl, when, 
without a moment's hefitation, they all jumped over- 
board, except one perfon, who loitered behind, and, 
by his manner, expreiTed tome degree of unwillingnefs 
to obey. Kaneena, obferving this contempt of his au- 
thority, took hold of him immediately, and threw him 
into the fea. 

Thefe two chiefs were exceedingly well proportioned, 
and h#d counte nances remarkably pleating. Kaneena 
was a fine figure. Mis height was about fix feet; his 
features were regular and expreffive; his deportment 
waseafyy firm, and graceful; and he had dark lively 
eyes. 

The two chiefs, Pareea and Kaneena, afterwards in- 
troduced a third on board, whofe name was Koah. He 
Was repr efen ted as a pried, and one who, in his early 
days, had dill inguifhed himfelf as a warrior. He was a 
little, old, emaciated figure, having fore red eyes, and 
his body covered with a leprous fcurf, occafioned by the 
immoderate life of the ava* Being conducted to the 
cabin, he approached the commodore with the greatcfl 
deference, threw a piece of red cloth over his moulders, 
|nd retreating a few paces, made an offering of a fmall 
pig, at the fame time pronouncing a dilcourfe of a con-* 
fid er able length. 

During their continuance at Owhyhee, this ceremo- 
ny was repeated often, and, from a variety of circum- 
fiances, appeared to be a kind of religious adoration. 
Red cloth is an article with which their idols are array- 
ed; and a pig is a common offering to the Eatooas. 
Their fpeeches were delivered with a volubility that 
indicated them to be conformable to fome ritual. 

At the conclusion of this ceremony, Koah dined with 
the commodore, and eat plentifully of the viands before 
him i but, like mofl of the iflanders in thofe feas, he 
could hardlv be induced to tafte wine or fpirits a fecond 
'time. In the evening,, the commodore went on fhore. 
As foon as they landed on the beach, they were preced- 
I ed by four men, bearing cash a wand tipt with dog's 
Jtair, and pronouncings with a loud voice, a fhort fcn- 
tence, in which the word Ortno was very diftinguifha- 
ble. The crowd which had aflembled on the fliore, re- 
tired at their approach j and not an individual was to be 
feen, except a few who had proftrated themfelves on 
die ground, near the habitations of the adjacent village. 

Here it may be proper to obferve, chat Orono was 
Captain Cook's general appellation among the natives 
of Owhyhee. Sometimes it was applied by them to an 

invifiblc being inhabiting heaven. It was alio a tide of 
great rank in the ill and. 

Though we have already defcribed feveral morais 
appertaining to different iflands of the South Seas, that 
of Qwhyhee is lb lingular in its canflruction, and fo 
peculiar in its ceremonies, that we prefume it cannot 
fail of beinp; entertaining in the detail. 

This morai con filled of a fquare folid pile of (tones, 
of the length of forty yards, the brendth of twenty, and 
the height of fourteen. The top of it was flat,, and a 
wooden rail liirrounded it, on which were displayed the 
ikulls of thofe natives, who had been tsurri Meed on the 
deaths of their chiefs. A ruinous wooden building was 
fituatrd in the center of the area, connected with the 
rail by a lrone wall, dividing the whole fpace into two- 
parts, Five poles, of about twenty feet in height, flip- 
ported an irregular kind of fcaffold, on the fide noxt 



the country; and, on the fide towards the fea, were 
two fmall houies, with a covered communication. 

The commodore^ accompanied by a party of gentle- 
men, was conducted to the fummit of this pil e \1 
Koah, one of* the chiefs before- mentioned. They be-, 
held, at their entrance; two large wooden images, with 
molt dill orted features, having a long piece of wood 
proceeding from the top of their heads, of a conical 
form inverted : the other parts were covered with red 
cloth.- Here Captain Cook was received by a ulj 
young man, having a long beard, who prefented him 
to the images, and chanted a kind of hymn, in wliicjf 
he was afiifted by Koah. The party were then 1-cl to 
that fide of the ?norai where the poles were erected, at 
the foot of which twelve images were ranged in the form 
of a femicircle ; the middle figure having a high tabic 
before it, on which was a putrid hog, and under itfomt 
cocoa-nuts, plantains, potatoes, bread-fruit, and pieces 
of fugar-cane. The commodore was conducted under 
this Hand by Koah, who, taking down the hog, hdj 
it towards him, when, having again addreffed him in a 
long and vehement fpeech, he furTered it to fall upon 
the ground, and afcended the fcaffolding with him, tho" 
at the peril of their falling. 

Ten men now advanced in folemn proceiTion, and 
entered the top of the morai, bearing a live hog, and a 
piece of large red cloth of confiderable dirnenfions. 
Advancing a few paces, they flopped, and proftrated 
themfelves ; and a young man approaching them, re- 
ceived the cloth, and carried it to Koah, who wrapped 
it round the commodore, and made him an offering of 
the hog. 

Thefituation of the commodore was truly whim/leal. 
He was aloft, fwathed in red cloth, and hardly able to 
keep his hold in the rotten fcaffolding. He was enter- 
tained, however, with the chanting of Koah and Kai- 
reekeea, (bine times in concert, and fometimcs alter- 
nately. After this office v* as performed, which was of 
confiderable duration, Koah let the hog drop, and he 
and the commodore immediately delcended. He then 
conducted him to the images, to each of which he ex- 
prefTed himfelf in a fneering tone, fhapping his fingers 
at them as he* pa fled. He then prefented him to that 
in the center, which, from its being habited in red 
cloth, appeared to be in the. highefl eflimation. He 
fell profrrate before this figure, andkiffed it, requefting 
Captain Cook would do the fame ; which he readily 
fubniitted to, being determined to follow Koah's direc- 
tions throughout the whole of this ceremony. 

The party were now conveyed into the other divifion 
of the ntarai, where a fpace, of about twelve feetfquare, 
was funk three feet below the level of the area. The/ 
defcended into this, and the commodore was immedi- 
ately feared between two idols, one of his arms being 
fnppor ted by Koah, and an officer was rcqueflcd to fuj>- 
port the other. 

A fecond procefTion of natives at this time arrived 
with a baked hog, a pudding, fome cocoa-nuts, bread- 
fruit, nnd other vegetables. As they drew near, K,u- 
reekeea placed himfelf before them> and prefented the 
hog to the commodore, in the ufual manner, chanting 
as before, and his companions making regular rcl'ponies. 
Their fpeeches and refponfes grew gradually fliorter and 
fhortcr; ami, towards, the conclufion, Kaireekcra'sdid 
not exceed three or four words, which was anfwered hv 
the word Oron$. 

At the conclufion of this offering,, the natives fe.iteJ 
themfelves fronting-our people, and began to cut up \\\ ' 
baked hog, to break the cocoa-nuts, and to peel the 
vegetables.. Others were employed bi brewing flic <ws 
by chewing it in the lame manner as at the iViemHf 
Iflands. Kaireekeea then chewed part of tlje kernel of 
a cocoa nut,, and wrapged it in a piece of cloth,* wiih* 
which he rubbed the captain^ head, face, handy, arms 
and (boulders. The aw was afterwards handed round, 
and when thev had all rafted it, Koah and Pareea pulled 
the flefh of the hog in pieces, and proceeded to put 

fome of it imp the mouths v£ our people. A« officer 
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had no particular objection to being fed by Pareea, who 
was remarkably cleanly in'his perfon* but Capt. Cook, 
to whom a piece was prefented by Koah; could not 
fwallow a morfcl, the putrid hog being ftrong in his re- 
collection j and as the old man, from motives of civi- 
lity, had chewed it for him, his reluctance was much 

increafed. J • . ' , 

When the ceremony was nniflied, the party quitted 

the Morai, after distributing among the populace ibme 

pieces of iron, and other articles, with which they were 

rnuch delighted. They were then conducted in pro- 

cefiion to the boats, the men attending with wands, and 

pronouncing fentences as before. Moil of the natives 

again retired, and the remaining few proftrated them- 

felves as they pafled along the fhore. 

Curiofity being excited by the regular attendance of 
the priefts at the Morai, the party determined to vifit 
the habitations" of a fociety of them which they had 
lately difcovered. ' Their huts were erected round a 
pond enclofed with a grove of cocoa trees, by which 
they were feperated from the beach and the village, and 
which gave the fituation an air of religious retirement. 

When the Commodore arrived at the beach, he was 
conducted to Harre-no-Orono, or the houfe of Orono. 
On his approaching this facred place, he was feated at 
the foot of a wooden idol, refembling tliofe which he 
had feen at the Morai. Here an officer agi«n fupport- 
ed one of his arms. He was then arrayed in red cloth, 
and Kaireekee a, aflifted by twelve priefts, prefented a 
pig with the ullr.il folemnitics. After this ceremony, 
the pig was ftrangleu, and thrown into the embers of a 
fire prepared for that purpofe. When the hair was 
finged oJf, a iecond offering was made, and the chant- 
ing repeated as before ; after which the dead pig was 
held, for .fome time, under Captain Cook's noie, and 
then laid, with a cocoa-nut, at his feet. This part of 
the ceremony being concluded, the performers fat 
down, and the ava was brewed and handed about ; a 
baked hog was brought in, and the party were fed as in 
the former ceremony. 

Whenever the commodore went on fhore, during 
the continuance of the mips in the bay, he was pre- 
ceded by one of the priefts, who proclaimed the landing 
of the Orono, and ordered the inhabitants to proftrate 
thtmfelves. He was conftantly attended by the fame 
perfon on the water, where he was ftationed in the bow . 
of the boat, having a wand in his hand to give notice' 
of his approach to the natives, who were in canoes - t on 
which they inftantly ccafed paddling, and fell on their 
faces till he had pafled. 

Left the aftronomical gentlemen mould be incom- 
moded at the obfervatory on fhore by the intrufion of 
the natives, the place was confecrated by the priefts, 
by placing their wands round the wall by which it was 
enclofed. 

This interdiction the natives call iedoo, a term fre- 
quently repeated by thefe Wanders, and fecmed to be 

of extcnfjve operation. No canoes attempted to land 

near die fpot j the natives only fat on the wall,««iot dar- 
ing to come within the tabooed fpace without obtaining 
permifllon. The men, indeed, would bring provifions 
into the field, but all endeavours were ineffectual to in- 
duce the women to approach. Prrfenfs were tried, but. 
Without JiiccWs. Attempt* were made to prevail on 
1 arm and Koah to bring them, but to no purpofe: 

t ie hatooa and 1 errecoboo, they faid, would kill them 
it they did. 

^T XVS ^ K 1^ v ^ kA S lrat anl "fcincnt to the 
pit on board, whither multitudes of people fpar- 

hiv wlrr"^ ? on \T M y Hot:kcd ' infbmiicl, that 
ti t) were frequently obliged to dear the veflW, in or- 

TwoV,, T'", t0 , l* rf i ,rm thcir duties, 
to ii u ' J r n ,,l '^^a wopenrere fom.ti.ne/ obliged 

• o W ' .,",T m M° ! he ^ atcr » w,,cre tlu -y continued 

• \ hl ■ • ■ ,,,fty ,, . n the y^»W be re-admitted. 

SiifubulsJT ? l * ny - !. m L ,horc liom lhe were 
«*nyiuppl,cd by then with hogs and vegetable* fufficU 
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ent for fubfiftencei and to fpare.j and canoes, 

with provifions, were as regularly Cent off to the lhips 



Nothing was demanded in return, nor was the hnaft di- 
stant hint ever given that any compenfatioh was expect- 



ed; Their manner of conferring favours appeared 
more like the difcharge of a religious duty than the 
reililc of mere liberality. All this munificence was at 
the expence of Kaoo, the chief prieft, and , grandfather* 
to Kaireekeeai who was then in the luit of the foTe reign 
of thfc iiland. 

Soon after the ceremony of the reception, of the 
Commodore at the habitations of the priefts} die king 
in a large canoe, with fome attendants in two others, 
Was feen paddling from the village, in great ltate, to- 
wards the fhips. Their appearance was noble and 
magnificent. Terreeoboo and his chiefs were in the 
firft canoe, arrayed in feathered cloaks and helmets, 
and armed with fpears and daggers. In the.fecond 
came Kaoo, the chief prieft, together with hi* bre- 
thren, having their idols difplayed on red Cloth. Thefe 
idols were figures of an enormous fize, made of wicker 
work, and curioufly ornamenred with final] feathers of 
a variety of colours. Their eyes were large pearl oy- 
sters, with a black nut placed in the centre j a double 
row of the fangs of dogs was fixed in each of their 
mouths, which, as well as the reft of their features, 
appeared distorted. The third canoe was laden With 
hogs and vegetables. As they advanced^ the pf iefts, 
in the fecond canoe, chanted their hymns with greac 
folemnity. After paddling round the vcfTels they did 
not come on hoard as was expected, but made imme- 
diately towards the fhore at the beach, where Our peo- 
ple were ftationed. 

On their approach the officers of the party ordered 
the guard to be drawn up in form to receive the king; 
and Captain Cook, feeing that he intended to go on 
fhore, went thither alfo, and landed alntoft at the fame 
inftant. They were ufhercd into the tent, and the king 
was hardly feated, when he rofe lip, and gracefully 
threw over the Captain's moulders the rich feathered 
cloak himielf had wore, placed an helmet on his head, 
and prefented him with a curious fan. Five or fix other 
cloaks, of great beauty and value, were fpread at the 
Commodore's feet. 

Four hogs were then brought forward by the king'* 
attendants, together with bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts and 
fugar canes. Then followed the ceremony of Terree- 
oboo'.-, changing names with Captain Cook, the ltrong- 
eft pledge of friendfhip among all the i (landers of the 
Pacific Ocean. A lblemn proceflion now advanced, 
confiding of priefts, preceded by a venerable perfo- 
nage, followed by a train of people leading large hogs; 
others being laden with potatoes, plantains, 6cc. It 
was eafily perceived, by the countenance and gestures 
of Kaireekeea, that the old man who headed the pro- 
ceflion was the chief prieft, on whofe bounty our peo- 
ple had fo long fubfifted. He wrapped a piece of red 
cloth round the moulders of Captain Cook, as a mark 
of peculiar refpect* 

The officers were not a little fnrprifed to recognize, 
in the perfon of the king, an emaciated old man," who 
had come on board the Rclblution, from the north-caft 
fide of the iiland of JMowee ; and perceived that fev«± 
ral of his attendants were the fame perlbns as before 1 
accompanied him. 

^ After the ufual ceremonies of interview had pafled, 
Captain Cook conducted Terreeoboo, and feveral of 
his chiefs, on board the Resolution. , They were re- 
ceived with every pofllble attention and refpettj and 
the Commodore nut a linen fliirt upon the fovereign, 
and girt his own hanger round him. Kaoo, and about 
half a dozen other ancient chiefs, remained on fhore. 

All this time not a canoe was permitted to appear in 
the bay, and thofe natives who djd not confine them- 
felves to their huts lay proftrate on the ground. Before 
the king quitted the Rcfohition, he granted leave for 
the natives to trade with the (hips as ufual, except tfte 
women, who were prohibited from thii privilege. 

SECTION 
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Social Difpqfition of the Natives. Propenfity to '"Theft. 
A boxing Match. Attention of the Priefts> and Cere- 
mony of the Natives, at the Funeral of a Seaman. 
Opinion of the Natives concerning the Objeft of the Vifit 
from our People. Magnificient Prefents from 'Terreeo- 
boo. "Departure of the Ships. Caufe of their return, 

THE natives of this ifland feem to have exceeded 
all others in the South Seas, in the hofpitable re- 
ception, and civil treatment, of their European vifi- 
tors, infomuch, that all apprehenfions of danger were 
banifhed from their minds. Such confidence was placed 
in them by our people, that the officers, &c. fre- 
quently made excurfions up the country, either fingly, 
or in fmall parties, and even ventured to continue out 
the whole night. Indeed, it would be endlefs to relate 
all the inftances of generofity they received upon thefe 
occafions. 

In all places the people flocked about them, anxious 
to afford every afllftance in their power, and appeared 
highly gratified, if they condefcended to accept of their 
ferviccs. Variety of innocent arts were pra6tifed to at- 
tract their notice, or to delay their departure. The 
boys and girls ran through their villages before them, 
Hopping at every opening, where there was a commo- 
dious place to form a group for dancing. They were 
at one time folieited to take a draught of die milk of 
cocoa-nuts, or accept of fuch other refrefhment as their 
huts afforded : at another they were encircled by a com- 
pany of young women, who exerted their (kill and agi- 
lity in amufing them with fongs and dances. 

The more agreeable the natives rendered themfelves 
to our people, by their inftances of hofpitality, the 
greater was their difguft and concern, at finding them 
prone to theft, the general vice of the iflanders of thefe 
feas. This was a dillrefllng circumftance, and fome- 
times obliged them to exercife feverity, which they 
would have been happy to have avoided, if it had not 
been eflentiatly nccclfaiy. Some expert fwimmers were 
one day detected under the fhips, drawing out the nails 
from the fhcathin^, which they ingenioufly performed 
with a flint ltone, fattened to the end of a fhort flick. 
This practice was fo injurious to the vefTels, that our 
people fired fmall flint at the offenders : but that they 
cafily evaded, by diving to the bottoms of the fhips. It 
therefoie became highly neceflary to make an example 
of one of them, by Hogging him on board the fliip. 

An rxcurfion into the country, by a large party from 
both fhips, afforded Kaoo a fre ih opportunity of cxer- 
cifing his civility and generofity. No fooncr was he in- 
formed of their departtre, than he fent after them a 
large quantity of provifions, with orders, that every at- 
tention and aHiflar.ee ihould be granted them by the in- 
habitants of thole difrriels through which they were to 
pafs. His conduct, on this occafion, was fo delicate 
and difmttreflod, that even the peopje he employed, 
were not permitted to accept of the ilnallcft prcfent. 
At the end of fix days the party returned, without hav- 
ing penetrated more than twenty miles into the ifland. 

To add to the amuftment of their vifitors, the na- 
tives prcfent ei I them with the exhibition of a boxing- 
mart h. Though thefe games were inferior, in every 
•fpecV, to ihofc tin y had JVcn exhibited at the Friendly 
Mauds, yet, as they weie Inmewhat different, a Ihort 
account of them may not be thought improper. 
. A vail coneourie of r eo].le aflembled on an even 
fpotof ground, not far diltant from the tents. A lonr 
vacant fpace was left in the center of them, at the upper 
end of which t!»e judges pi elided, under three fUndards. 
Mips of clotn, of various colours, were pendant from 
ihefe flanardsi as were the (kins of two wild geefe 
lome fmnll birds, and a few bunches of feathers. ' 
x When the neceflary preparations were made, the 
judge* gave the fignal, and two lombAtants appeared 



re 



in view. They advanced flowly, drawing up their f 
very high behind, and rubbing their hands upon th 
foles. As they came forward, they frequently furvevM 
each other from head to foot, with an air of concern ♦ 
looking archly at the fpedtatofs, diftorting their featu^' 
and praftifing a variety of unnatural gefturcs. Wh- ' 
they were advanced within the reach of each other t! ^ 
held both arms ftraight out before their faces, at l 
part they always aimed dieir blows. They ftruck wit' 1 
a full fwing of the arm ; did not attempt to parry b ' 
endeavoured to elude their adverfary's attack, by floo^ 
ingor retreating. The battle was expeditiouHy decid" 
edi for if either of them fell, whether by accident 
from a blow, he was deemed vanquifhed j and the vie"" 
tor expreffed his triumph by a variety of ftrangc geftures* 
which ufually excited a loud laugh among the fpecVta* 
tors, for which purpofe it feemed to be calculated. Th 
fuccefsful combatant waited for a feebnd antagontfh 
and, if again victorious, for a third i and lb on, till hp 
was at laft defeated. 

A fingular cuftom prevails in thefe combats, which 
is, that when any two were preparing to attack each 
other, a third may advance, and make choice of either 
of them for his antagonifl, when the other is under tic 
neceflity of withdrawing. Jf the combat proved lon^ 
and tedious, or appeared unequal, a chief generally in' 
terfered, and concluded it by putting a flick between 
the combatants. As this exhibition was at the def-i- 
of our people, it was expected that fome of them won] J 
have engaged with the natives; but, though they i L . 
ceived prefiing invitations to bear a part, they did not 
hearken to the challenges, not having forgot the blu.-i 
they received at the Friendly Iflands. 

As death had hitherto been uncommon amongfc the 
crews of the mips, and as it is lauJable to prefer vc thu 
memory of a worthy character, though inferior in fic- 
tion, the departure of William Whatman, a Hainan, of 
tlie gunner's crew, is particularly mentioned, l ie was 
a man in years, and much refpecTred for his attach men: 
to Captain Cook. He had ferved twenty- one years as 
a marine, and then entered as a feaman in ij" 2, an 
board the Refblution, and ferved with the commodore 
in his voyage towards the fouth pole. On their retun\ 
he got admittance into Greenwich Hofpital, through 
the interefi of Captain Cook, at the fame time with 
himfelfj and, anxious to follow the fortunes of hij be- 
nefactor, he alio quitted it with him, on his appoint 
ment to the command of the prefent expedition. Mc 
had been often fubject to flight fevers in the courfe of 
the voyage, and was infirm when the fhips arrived i:i 
the bay; where having been fent a few days on Ihort , 
bethought him felf perfectly rcftored, and recjuefkd t> 
return on board. I lis requeft was complied with; 
but the day following he had a ilroke of the ptlfy, 
which, in two days afterwards, put a period to Ins iifV. 

As an addition! inftance of refpece to his viiitois 
Terrecoboo caufed the remains of this honeft teaman to 
be buried in the morai % with great folemnity. K;u>o 
and his brethren were prefent at the funeral, who be- 
haved with great decorum, and paid due attention 
while the fervice was performing. On our people be- 
ginning to fill up the grave, they approached it with 
great awe, and threw in a dead pig, together with fome 
cocoa-nuts and plantains. For three fuccefTive nighn 
thev fin rounded it, fneriticing hogs, and reciting h/inns 
and prayers till morning. 

A poft was creeled at the head of the grave, and a 
piece of board nailed thereon, on which was iulciihcd 
the name and age of the deceafed, and the day of his 
departure from this life. Thefe the natives affin ed them 
they would not remove; and they will probably be per- 
mitted to remain, ib long as fudi frail materials can 
endure. \ 

J* 1 * toips being much in Jvant of fuel, Capt. Cook 
defired Lieutenant King to treat with the priefis for die 
purchafe of the rail on die moral Mr. King had hu 
doubts about the decency of this overture, and appre- 
hended that the bare mention of it might be deemed im- 
pious i 
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pious : but in this he was exceedingly miftaken. They 
exprefled no kind of furprife at the application, and the 
wood was delivered without the leaft: ftipulation. - » 

Strange as it muft appear to all who are tenacious of 
their religious rites, thefe people were fo unaffected by 
the circumftancej that they even afiifted in the removal. 
When the particulars were mentioned to Kaoo, he 
feemed exceedingly indifferent about the matter, defir- 
ing only the reftoration of the center image; which be- 
ing immediately complied with, it was conveyed to one 
et :he prieft's houfes. 

As the chiefs of the ifland had frequently exprefled 
an importunate defire to know the precife time fixed 
for the departure of their vifuors, a curiofitywas excited 
in the minds of the fpeculative part of them, to learn 
the opinion entertained by the iflanders, relative to them 
and the obje<5ts of their vifit. The only information 
that could be obtained was, that they fiippofed our peo- 
ple had left their native country on account of the fcan- 
tinefs of provifions, and had viflted them for the fble 
purpofe of filling their bellies. This conclufion was 
natural enough, confidering the meagre appearance of 
fome of the crew, the voracity with which they de- 
voured their frefli provifions, and their anxiety to pur- 
chafe as much of it as poflible. One ciicumflance may 
be added to thefe, which puzzled them exceedingly, 
namely, that of our people having no women with them. 

It was truly laughable to fee the natives patting the 
bellies of the failors (who were much improved in fleek- 
nefs after their arrival at the bay) and telling them, in 
the belt manner they could, rhat it was time for them 
to depart ; but if they would return the next bread-fruit 
feafon, they mould be better able to fupply them. 

The fhips had now "continued fixteen days in the 
bay, during which time the confumption of hogs and 
vegetables had been fo enormous, that our people could 
not be furprifed at their wifhing to fee them take their 
leave. It rather appeared that Terreeoboo had no 
other view in his enquiries, than a defire of having fuf- j 
ficient notice, to prepare fuitable prefents for them at | 
their departure : for when he was informed of dieir in- 
tention to quit the ifland in two days, a kind of pro- 
clamation was immediately made, requiring the natives 
to bring in their hogs and vegetables, for the kino- to 
prefent to the Orono. ° 

A droll genius among them, exhibited a variety of 
tricks for the entertainment of our people on fhore. In 
his hand he held an inftrument of mufic ; bits of Yea- 
weed were faftened round his neck; and, round each 
leg, forne ftrong netting; on which were fixed fome 
rows of dogs teeth, hanging lbofe. His dancing was 
accompanied with Arrange grimaces, and unnatural dis- 
tortions of the features, which, though fome times high- 
ly ridiculous, were, upon the whole, without meaninc 
or expreffion. This diverfion was clofed with wreft- 
hng and boxing matches : and our people, in return, 
cxh,b»ted the few fire-works they had remaining. No- 
thing could more effectually excite the admiration of 
he e maiKlers, or ftrike them with more exalted ideas 

Snr fl, l^ on VL- r,Knr Vi r it0rs ' t,ian ^ch z r^r C Cc^ 
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and laid feverally at Terreeoboo's feet ; and the cloth, 
feathers, and iron, were difplayed before him. 

The king exprefled. the higheft degree of fatisfaction 
at this mark of duty and affection from his fubj ects- 
and having caufed about a third of the iron uteniils, and 
fome pieces of cloth to .befelected, ordered thefe. to be 
fet allele by themfelves; and the remainder of the cloth, 
• hogs, vegetables, &c. were afterwards prefented to 
Captain Cook. . The value and magnitude of this pre- 
fent, far exceeded any thing they had met with. The 
whole was immediately conveyed on board. The large 
hogs were felected, in order to be faked for fea ftore ; 
but the fmaller pigs, and the vegetables, were divided 
between the crews. 

Lieutenant King being the laft on fhore, and waiting 
for the return of the boat, the inhabitants crowded about 
him, and having prevailed on him to fit down among 
them, expreiTed their regret at his feparation from them. 
It was even with difficulty that they would fufTer.birrrto 
depart. He. was, indeed, highly efteemed among them, 
as will appear from the following relation. 

Having had, while the fhips were in the bay, the 
command of the party on fhore, he became more ac- 
quainted with the natives, and they with him, than thofe 
who were required to be on board. He experienced 
great kindnefs and civility from the inhabitants in gene- 
ral; but the friendfhip fhewn by thepriefls was confront 
and unbounded. 

Being anxious to conciliate their efteem, he fo hap- 
pily fucceeded, that, when they were acquainted with 
the time of his departure, he was urged to remain be- 
hind, and received overtures of the molt flattering kind. 
When he endeavoured to excufe himfelf, by alledging," 
that Captain Cook would not permit it, they propofed 
to conduct him to die mountains, and there conceal him 
till the departure of the fhips. On further afllirance 
that the captain would not fail without him, the king 
• and .Kaoo repaired to Captain Cook (whom diey fup- 
pofed to be his father) formally requefting that he might 
be fuffered to remain behind. . The commodore, un- 
willing to give a pofitive refufal to a propofal fo gene- 
roufly intended, allured them, that he could not then 
part with him; but he fhould return thither the next, 
year, when he would endeavour to oblige them. 

Orders were at length given for the fliips to unmoor, 
which being done, they failed out of the bay, attended 
by a yaft number of canoes. It was Captain Cook's* 
intention to finifh the furveyof Owhyee, before he went 
to the other iflands, hoping to meet with a road more 
flickered than Karakakooa Bay ; and if he fhould not 
fucceed here, he meant to examine the fouth-eaft part 
of Mowee, where, he had been informed, there was a 
mod excellent harbour. 

The people on board, in their progrefs to the north- 
ward, obferved two men in a canoe paddling towards 
them. They naturally conjectured that they had been 
di iven off the fhore by ftrefs of weather, and flopped 
the fhip's way, in order to take them in. They were 
fo exhausted with fatigue, that had not one of the na- 
tives on board jumped into the canoe to their afliftance, 
they would hardly have been able to fix it to the rope 
thrown out for that purpofe. With difficulty, however, 
they were got up the fhip's fide, together with a child 
about four years of age, which had been lamed under 
the thwarts of the canoe, with only its head above the 
water. They informed our people, that they had quit- 
ted the land the morning before, fince which time they 
had not had food or water. Provifion was given them 
with the ufual precautions, and the child entrulled to 
the care of one of the women on board j and the next 
morning they were all perfectly recovered. 

The refolution having received very cfllmial damage 
in a gale of wind, infomueh as totally to obftruct her 
further progrefs, Captain Cook for fome time hefitated 
whether he fhould return to Karakakooa, or take the 
chance of finding a harbour in the i (lands to leeward.. 
The bay was not fo commodious, but that a better 
might probably be met with, cither for it-pairing the 
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marcs, or procuring refrefhments ; the latter of which, 
it was imagined, the neighbourhood of Karakakooa had 
lately been pretty well drained of. It was, on the other 
hand, confidcred as an imprudent ftep, to leave a tole- 
rable good harbour, which, once loft, could not be re- 
gained, for the mere poflibility of meeting with a bet- 
ter; efpecially as the failure of fuch a contingency, 
might nave deprived them of any refource. 

'oncluding, at length, upon a return, the fliips flood 
in for the bay, and, upon arrival, came to anchor in their 
former ftation. 



SECTION VI. 

Reverfe of Behaviour in the Natives, on the return of the 
Ships to Karakakooa Bay. Conefequences of a Theft 
on board the Difcovery. An attack on our People by 
the Natives. Reflections of Captain Cook upon the oc- 
cafion. Incidents which eaufe animofity. A Chief 
threatens Captain Cook, and is Jhot by him. General 
attack from the Natives. Death of Captain Cook. 
Sketch of his Character. 

INEXPRESSIBLE was the aftonifhment of our peo- 
ple, at the very different reception they met with on 
coming to anchor in Karakakooa Bay a fecond time, 
from that which they had experienced on their firft ar- 
rival. No fhouts, buftle, or confufion, but a folitary 
bay, with hardly a canoe llirring. The curiofity of the 
natives, indeed, might be fuppofed to be diminifhed by 
this time: but the hofpi table treatment our people had 
continually been favoured with, and the friendly foot- 
ing on which they parted, induced them to expect that, 
on their return, they would have received them with 
the greateft demonftrations of joy. 

The caufc of this Arrange appearance was -explained 
by the return of a boat, which had been fent on fhore, 
bringing intelligence, that Terreeoboo was abfent, and 
that the bay was tabooed. This account appeared very 
fatisfadtory to many of our people j but others were of 
opinion, that there was, at this time, fomething very 
dubious in the behaviour of the natives; and that the ta- 
boo, or interdiction, on pretence of Terrceoboo's ab- 
sence, was artfully contrived, to give him time to con- 
fult his chiefs in what manner they fhould be treated. 
They never could afcertain whedjer thefe fufpicions 
were well founded, or whether the natives had given a 
true account. 

A caufe of fufpicion might alio arife from the follow- 
ing cii cumflance. A native having fold a hog on-board 
the Kefolution, and rc< eive J the price agreed on, Pa- 
reea, who faw ii,e tranfaciu.n, advifed the feller not to 
part with his hop;, without an advanced price. For his 
interference in this bufincfs, he was harlhly fpoken to, 
and pi 1 J) icd away : and as the taboo was foon laid on the 
bay, it was at fu ll fuppofed to be in confcqucncc of the 
affront oifercd to the chief. Thefe two caufes confi- 
dered, it is extremely difficult to draw any certain con- 
clufions. 

Circumftanc es in pi oof of this fufpicion on the part 
of the illanders, foon began to encreafe. Laeutenant 
King received information that fevcral chiefs were af- 
femblcd near the brach, and were driving away the na- 
tives, who iifliited the tailors in rolling die cades to the 
fliofc 1 that their behaviour feemcd exceedingly fufpi- 
cions, and liable to r.iif<* farther difhirbance. The 
lieutenant fent a marine with the officer who brought the 
intelligence, agreeable to his requcft, but permitted him 
to take only his lidc-arms. The officer in a fhort time 
returned, and informed Mr. King that the inhabitants 
had armed themfelves with Hones, and were become 
tumultuous. He therefore went himfelf to the (pot, 
attended by a marine with his mulkct. At their ap- 
proach the iflanders threw away their (tones; and on 
Mr. King's application to fome of the chiefs, the mob 

Mr. 



ing on more in the pinnace. He related to him what 
had recently happened; and received orders to fire a 
ball at the offenders, if they again behaved infolcntly, 
and began to throw (tones. In confequence of thefe dil 
re&ions, Mr. King gave orders to the corporal, that the 
centinels pieces fhould be loaded with ball, inftead of 

fhot. # • 

A continued fire of mufkets being heard from the 
Difcovery, and perceived to be directed at a canoe 
which was haftening towards the fhore, with one of the 
fmall boats in purfuit of it, this firing, it was conclud- 
ed, was in confequence of a theft. Captain Cook, 
therefore, ordered Mr. King to follow him with a ma- 
rine armed, and to endeavour to feize the people as 
they landed. They accordingly ran to the place where 
the canoe was expected to come afhore, but did not ar- 
rive in time j the people having quitted it # and fled in- 
to the country before they came up. 

Being wholly ignorant, at this time, that the goods 
had been already reftored, and thinking it probable, 
from what they had obferved, that they might be of 
importance, they did not choofe to rclinquiffi their en- 
' deavours to recover them j and having enquired of the 
natives what courfe the people had taken, they purfued 
them till it was almoft dark, when they fuppofed them- 
felves to be about three miles from the tents; and 
thinking the iflanders amufed them with falfe informa- 
tion in their purfuit, gave up the fearch, and returnee}. 

An incident occurred during their abfence, that oc- 
cafioned a difirrc nee of a very icrious nature. The offi- 
cer who had been difpatched in the fmall boat after the 
thieves, and who was returning on board with the booty 
that had been reftored, feeing Captain Cook and Mr. 
King engaged in the purfuit of the offenders, fcized a 
canoe which was drawn up on the fhorc\ This c.moe 
unfortunately belonged to Pareea, who, at that inflant 
arriving from on board the Difcovery, claimed his pro- 
perty, and . pro te (led his innocence. The officer per- 
illed in detaining it, in which he was encouraged by the 
crew of the pinnace, then waiting for Captain Cook; 
in confequence of which a fcuffle enfued, and Pareea 
was knocked down by a violent blow on the head with 
an oar. Several of the natives, who had hitherto been 
peaceable Ipedlators, began now to attack our people 
with a fhower of ltones, that they were forced to a pre- 
cipitate retreat, and fwam off to a rock at a confulerable 
diftancefrom the fhore. The pinnace was plundered 
immediately by the natives, and would have been en- 
tirely demolifhed, if Pareea had not interpofed. 

Captain Cook, on hearing thefe circumftances, cx- 
prefled the greateft concern, and diicovered fome ap- 
prehenfions, that the iflanders would oblige him to pur- 
sue violent meafures ; adding, they muft not be permit- 
ted to fuppofe that they had gained an advantage. It 
was then, however, too late to take any fleps that even- 
ing : he therefore only gave orders that every iflander 
mould be immediately turned out of the (hip. This 
order being executed, Lieutenant King returned on 
fhore j and the events of the day having much abated 
former confidence in the natives, a double guard was 
polled on the moral, with orders to let Mr. King know, 
if any men were feen lurking about the beach. At eleven 
o'clock, five of the natives were feen creeping round 
the bottom of the worai : they approached with great 
caution, and, at laft, perceiving they were difcovercti, 
immediately letiretl out of fight. About midnight one of 
them ventured himfelf near the obfervatory, when a cen- 
tinel fired over him, on which they all fled; and there 
was no farther diflurbance during the remainder of the 
night. . 

Next morning Mr. King received information that 
the Difcovcry's cutter haj}> fome time in the night, been 
ftolen from the buoy where it had been moored. 

On going on board the R^lblution, he found the ma- 
rines were arming tnemfelves, and Captain Cook bu- 
lled in loading Kls double-barrelled gun. WhiHl nc 



was dlfperfeil. Every thing being now quiet, Mr. was acquainting him with what had happened in the 
King went to meet Captain Cook, who was then com- I night at the mcrai, he eagerly interrupted him, inform- 
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cd him that he had feceived intelligence of the lofs, and 
was making preparations to recover it. 

It was his utual pra&ice, in all the i (lands of this 
ocean, when any thing of confequence had been ftolen 
from him, by fome ftratagem, to get the king, or ibme 
of the principal Erees, on board, where he detained them 
as hoftages, till the property was reftored. This method 
having hitherto proved fuccefsful, he meant to adopt it 
on the prefent occafion and gave orders to ftop every 
canoe that fhould attempt to leave the bay ; refolving 
to feize and deftroy them, if the cutter could not be re- 
covered by peaceable means. Purfuant to this order, the 
boats of the fhips, properly manned and armed, were 
(rationed acrofs the bay ; and, before Mr. King quitted 
the fhip, fome great guns were fired at two canoes, that 
were attempting to efcapc. 

Captain Cook and Mr, King quitted the (hip toge- 
ther: the former in the pinnace, with Mr. Phillips, 
lieutenant of marines, and nine privates ; and the latter 
in the fmall boat. The laft orders Mr. King received 
from Captain Cook were, to quiet the minds of the na- 
tives on that fide the bay where our people were Ra- 
tioned, by the flrqngeft aiTurances that they mould not 
be injured; to keep his people together, and to be con- 
tinually on his guard. Captain Cook and Mr. King 
then feparated; the captain going towards Kowrowa, 
where Terreeoboo refided; and Mr. King proceeded to 
the beach. His firft bufinefs, when he arrived on 
fhore, was to ifllie ftricl: orders to the marines to con- 
tinue within the tent, to charge their mufkets with ball, 
and not, on any coniid.eration, to quit their arms. He 
then attended old Kaoo and the prieftsat their refpeclive 
huts, and explained to them, as well as he was able, 
the reafon of the hoftile preparations which had fo ex- 
ceedingly alarmed them. He found they were no 
ftrangers to the circumftance of the cutter's being fto- 
len, and allured them, that though the commodore was 
not only refolved to recover it, but alfo to punifh, in 
the moft exemplary manner, the authors of the theft, 
yet that they, and all the inhabitants of the village, on 
that fide, had not the lead occafion to be alarmed, or 
to apprehend the leaft danger. He importuned the 
pnefts to communicate this to the people, and iutreat 
them not to entertain an idea of fear, but to continue 
peaceable and quiet. Kaoo interrogated Mr. King, 
with great emotion, if any harm was to happen to Ter- 
reeoboo ? He allured him there was not ; and both he 
and his brethren appeared much fatisfied with this afTu- 
rance. 

■ 

In the mejm tim©.Captain Cook, having landed at 
Kowrowa, with the lieutenant and nine marines, he 
proceeded immediately into the village, where he was 
rdpeftfuUy received , the people, as ufual, proftratin 
themfelves before him, and making their accuftome 
offerings of fmall hogs. Perceiving that his defign was 
not iufpedtcd, his next ftep was to enquire for the king 
and the two boys, his fons, who had been almoft con- 
tinually his guefts on board the Refolution. The boys 
prclently returned with the natives, who had been fetch- 
ing for them, aud immediately conduced Capt. Cook 
to the habitation where Terrcohoo had dept. The old 
man had raft awoke ; and after fome conversation refpeft- 
jng the lofs of the cutter, from which the commodore 
wa "convinced that he was not in any wife privy to it, 

ZT l t hi , t0 . accom P. an y ,"»»> *" d fpend the day on 
boa.d the Refolution. The king accepted the invita- 
tion, and arofe immediately to accompany him. 

reft of Tn yt WCrC iJre . a . H y in thc P innace ' and the 
woman i?JJ ,7 a «T oac h in K r '" water fide, when a 
Z ol T JKanec-karalxca, the mother of th« boy,, 

ocLchin^m " b ,°° 8 faV ° l, r i . te wives - followcd h ™> 
SfXW tC u rS and i» tr ™ties, not to go on 

him a„d ■ r^ fs ' , wh ° "mc'wid, her, took hold of 

obLd him r„ v"f ' lC fh0l , ,ld P rocucd no fc'ther, 
ffiM u" <r0Wn ' l hc inanden, now collect 
'"g in yaft numbers along die (horc. who had probably 

Ac Lii!'^ by tht ' of* the «re« 

tne lu*d e appearances in the Say, gathered together 
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round Captain Cook and Terreeoboo. Thus fituatect, 
the lieutenant of marines, perceiving*that his men were 
huddled together in the crowd, and consequently un- 
able to ufe their arms, if/ there mould appear to be a 
neceflity for it, propofed to Captain Cook, to draw 
them up along the rocks, clofe to the edge of the wa- 
ter. The populace making way for them to pals, the 
lieutenant drew them up in a line, within about thirty 
yards of the place where Terreoboo was fitting. 

The old king continued, all this time, on the ground, 
bearing the moft vifible marks of terror and dejection 
in his countenance. Captain Cook, unwilling to aban- 
don the object which occafioned him to come on more, 
urged him moft earneftly to proceed ; whilft, on the 
other hand, whenever the king expreiTed any inclina- 
tion to follow him, the chiefs who furrounded him in- 
terpofed : at firft they had recourfe to prayers and en- 
treaties, but afterwards to force and violence, and even 
infilled on his remaining on fhore. Captain Cook, at 
length, perceiving the alarm had fpread too generally, 
and that there was not a probability of getting him off 
without bloodfhed, gave up the. point, obferving, that 
to compel him to go on board would probably occafion 
the lofs of many of the lives of the inhabitants. 

Though this enterprife had now failed, and was aban- 
doned by Captain Cook, yet it did not appear that his 
perfon was in the leaft degree of danger, till an acci- 
dent happened, which occafioned a fatal turn to the af- 
fair. The boats, Rationed acrofs the bay, having fired 
at fome canoes for attempting to get out, unfortunately 
had killed one of their principal chiefs. Intelligence 
of his death arrived at the village where Captain Cook 
then was, juft as he had parted from the king, and was 
proceeding with great deliberation towards the lhore. 
The ferment it immediately occafioned was but too con- 
fpicuous j the women and children were inftantly fent 
away, and the men were foon ciad in their war-mat*, 
and armed with fpears and ftones. 

One of the natives having provided himfelf with a 
ftone, and a long iron fpike (called by the natives a 
pabooa) advanced towards the Captain, flourifhing his 
weapon in defiance, and threatening to throw the ftone. 
The Captain requeftcd him to dafift } but the inlander 
repeating his menaces, he was highly provoked, and 
fired a load of fmall fhot at him. The man was de- 
fended in his war-mat, which the fhot could not pene- 
trate ; his firing, therefore, ferved only to irritate and 
encourage them. Vollies of ftones were thrown at the 
marines ; and one of the natives attempted the life of 
one of our people with his pabooa, but not fucceeding 
in the attempt, he received from him a blow wich the 
butt end of his piece. Captain Cook immediately dis- 
charged his iecond barrel loaded with ball, and killed 
one of the aiTailants. A general attack with ftones 
fucceeded, which was followed on the part of our peo- 
ple by a difcharge of mufquctry, not only from the 
marines, but thofe in the boats. The natives received 
the fire with great fi rm nefs j and without giving time 
for the marines to charge again, they milled in upon 
them with dreadful fhouts and yells. What followed 
was a fcene of horror and confufion, which can more 
eafily be conceived than properly related. 

Four of the marines retreated among thc rocks, and 
fell a facrifice to the fury of the enemy; three others 
were dangeroufly wounded > and the lieutenant ftabbed 
between the moulders, but having referved his fire, fhot 
the man from whom he had received the wound at the 
inftant he was preparing to repeat the blow. The laft 
time the unfortunate commodore was diftinftly fcen, he 
was ftanding at the water's edge, ordering the boats to 
ccafe firing and pull in. 

Thofe who were prefent fuppoTsd that the marines, 
and thofe who were in the boats, fired without Captain 
Cook's orders, and that he was anxious to prevent the 
farther effufion of blood : it is therefore probable, that 
on this occafion his humanity proved fatal to him j for 
it way>bferved, that while he faced the natives no vi- 
olence hud been offiwed him j bur, when he turned 

about 
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about to give directions to the boats, he was dabbed in 
the back, ami feJJ with his face into the water. A ge- 
neral Jhout was let up by the i (landers on feeing him 
fall, and his body was dragged inhumanly on more, 
where he was fun minded by the enemy, who, (hatching 
the dagger from each others hands,- di (played a favage 
eagernefs to join in his deftruction. 

Thus ended the life of the greateft navigator that 
this or any other nation ever could boaft, after having 
fuccefsfully led his crews of gallant Britifli teamen 
thrice round the world ; reduced to a certainty the non- 
existence of a Southern Continent, concerning which 
the learned of all nations were in doubt ; fettled rhe 
boundaries of the earth and fea, and (hewn the im- 
practicability of a north- weft paflage from the Atlantic 
to the Great Southern Ocean, for which our ableft na- 
vigators had contended, and in purfuit of which vaft 
funis had been expended in vain, and many valuable 
mariners had unfortunately perimcd. 

How fincerely his lois was lamented by thofe who 
owed their llcurity to his (kill and conduit, and every 
con/olation to his tendernefs antl humanity can be better 
conceived than defcribed, as can alfo the horror, de- 
jection and difmay which followed fo dreadful and un- 
expected a cataftrophc. We (hall, therefore, turn from 
fo calamitous a fcene, and endeavour to pay a ju(t tri- 
bute to his mcmoiy in a fliort (ketch of his character. 

Captain Janus Cook i ailed himfelf folely by his me- 
rit from a vciy ohfeure bit th to the rank of Poft Cap- 
tain in the Royal Navy. He polfe (Ted, in an eminent 
degree, all the qualifications requifite for his profeflion 
and great undertakings. Deliberate in judging; fa- 
gacious in determining j active in executing; unfub- 
dued by labour, difficulties and dilappointmcnts ; fertile 
in expedients, never wanting pretence of mind, but 
ever poiTeffing the full ufe of a found understanding. 
In discipline, though mild and juft, he was exact: he 
was a father to his people, who' were attached to him 
from affection, and obedient from confidence. By his 
benevolent and unabated attention to the welfare of his 
(hip's company, he discovered and introduced a fyftem 
for the preservation of the healths of feamen, which has 
proved wonderfully efficacious. With a company of 
1 1 8 peribns he performed his fecond voyage, and but 
one of thefe died of a difcafe. That fpirit of humanity 
and judice with which lie treated the favages wherever 
he found tlvm, when oppofed to the ferocious and in- 
human conduct of the (h it conquerors in the New 
World, doe', honour to his age and country, and will 
hand him down with reference to pollcrity. Nor was 
his humanity lei's confpicuous in his endeavours to civi- 
lize the native- of thofe remote regions, and to intro- 
duce into the moll dreary wilds fume of our mod uteful 
animals vegetables and grain. 

Ppon a P lu ral review of the character of this our 
worthy coumtyman, we may juftly conclude, that if 
ancient Koine d.need the higi. eft honours to him who 
faved the life o! a fjiigle c iti/en, what wreaths are due 
to that man, who, having himfelf faved many, perpc- 
r.Mtrs the means by wlii< h Biiuin may n«w, on the mod 
riifl.mt v'o),im. s> five numbers of her intrepid tens, her 
manners, who, b, aving every danger, have fo liberally 
contributed to the fame, to the opulence, and to the 
maiitimc empire of their country. 
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ttM* at Oivhjec after the death of Captain Cook. 
Depatturc of the Jbifs fiom Karakakooa. 

IT liac fern already related, that four of the marines 
were killed on the (pot. The reft, with the lieute- 
nant, threw thomfelves into the water, and made their 
eieape under covert of a fmart fire from the boats. 

On this occafion a ilriking mftance of Rallant beha- 
viour, aqd of affection for Ins men, was difphmd by 

the lieutenant * for he had feu .rely got into th? boat 



when, feeing one of the marines * who was a bad fwi m 
mer, (truggling in the water, and in danger of bein 
taken'by the iflanders, he inftantly leaped into the f ? 
to his affiftance, though confiderably wounded himfelf 
and after receiving a blow on his head from a done' 
which had almoft fent him to the bottom, he caueh* 
the man by the hair, and brought him off in fafety. 1 
Our people, for fome time, kept up a conftant fire 
from the boats, (which, during the whole tranfaction 
were at no greater diftance from the land than twentv 
yards) in order to afford their unfortunate companions 
if any of them mould (till remain alive, an opportu- 
nity of effecting their efotpe. Thefe continued efforts 
feconded by a few gins, that were at the fame time* 
fired from the Refolt tion, having at length compelled 
the enemy to retire, a fmall boat, manned by five mid- 
(hipmen, pulled towards the fhore, where they per- 
ceived the bodies lying on the ground without any firr ns 
of life. However, they judged it dangerous to At- 
tempt to bring them off with fo inconfiderable a force 
and therefore returned to the (hips, leaving the bodies 
in poffeffion of die natives, together with ten (lands of 
arms. 

When the general confternation confequent on the 
news of the late melancholy event had, in fome deoree 
fubfidcd, the grand object of attention was the party of 
our people at the Morai, whofe fituation was highly 
critical and important. Not only the lives of the men 
but the i(Tue of the expedition, and the return of at icaft 
one of the (hips, were involved in the fame common 
danger. For the ma(t of the Refolution, and the prin* 
cipal part of the fails, were on (bore guarded by onlv 
fix marines. 

The firft ftcp taken by Lieutenant King was to fta- 
tion the whole body of marines on the top of the Mo- 
rai, which formed a ftrong and advantageous port ; anil 
having entruftcd it to the command of an officer, he 
went on board the Difcovery, in order to confer with 
Captain Clerke on the critical fituation of affairs. 

The natives at firft attacked our people with (tones 
from behind the walls of their inclofures, and meetin" 
with no refiftance, they loon became more daring. A 
few courageous fellows, having crept along the brach, 
under cover of the rocks, fuddenly prefented rhemfelvcs 
at the foot of the Morai, with an intention of (turning 
it on the fide next the fea, which was its only acceffible 
part ; and they were not di (lodged before they hadftood 
a confiderable quantity of (hot, and had feen one of 
their number fall. 

The courage of one of thefe a(Tailants deferves to be 
recorded. Having returned with a view of cariying 
off his companion, amidit the fire of our whole party, 
he received a wound, which obliged him to quit the 
body, and retire; but a few minutes after he again made 
his appearance, and receiving another wound was un- 
der the necefiltyof retreating a fecond time. At that 
moment Mr. King arrived at the Morai, and law this 
man return a third time, faint from the loft of blood 
and fatigue. Being informed of what had happened, 
he foibad the foldiers to fire, and the iflander was dif- 
fered to carry off his friend, which he was juft ahle 

to accomplifh, and then fell down himfelf, and died by 
his fide. 

A ftrong reinforcement having landed from both 
flups, the natives retreated behind the wall, which af- 
forded Lieutenant King an opportunity of obtaining a 
truce, and thereby bringing oft with his party the v 
eftential articles that were left on fhore. 

A confutation having been held on board refprctin<$ 
futuie mcalurcs, the recovery of Captain Cook's body, 
and the refiitution of the boat, were objects univerfally 
infiitcd on, but different opinions were given as to the 
mode of effecting the Tame, fome being for rigorous 
and others for lenient meafures j the latter, however, 
were at length agreed upon to be adopted. 

The chief command of the expedition having devolv- 
ed oo Captain Clerke, he went on board the Refolution, 

and Mr. Gore took the command of the Dilcovery. 

purfuant 
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of an attack 

the iflanders 
but without 



Purfuant to mcafures agreed upoA at the late conful- 
Sn Lieutenant King proceeded towards the fhore 
T^ltom of both fhips, well manned and armed, 
A avicw of bringing the iflanders to a parley, and of 
• ina if poflible, a conference with .fome of the 
lfhcmouldfuccecd in this attempt, he was to 
i W lnd the dead bodies, and particularly that of Gapt. 
S to threaten them, in cafe of a retuial, with re- 
<* cnt- but by no means to fire, unlefs attacked; 
C H^oc to go on fhore on any account whatever. 

Mr King and his detachment left the fhips about 
nur o'clock in the afternoon ; and, as they approached 
the fhore they perceived every indication of a hoflile 
reception. The natives were all in motion ; the women 
and children retiring; the men arming themfelvcs with 
-lone fpears and daggers, and putting on their war- mats. 
It alfo appeared, that fince the morning xhey had thrown 
up breaft-workfc of ftone along the beach, where Capt. 
Cook had landed, in expectation, perhaps, 
at that place. 

As ibon as our party were within reach, 
J>egan to throw ftones at them with flings, 
doing any mifchief. Mr. King concluded, from thefe 
ippearances, that all attempts to bring them to a parley 
ould be ineffectual, unlefs he gave them fome ground 
for mutual confidence. He therefore ordered the arm- 
id boats to flop, and advanced alone in the fmall boat, 
jolding in his hand a white flag ; the meaning of which, 
from an univerfal fhoutof joy from the natives, he had 
t e fatisfaction to find was immediately underftood. 
he women inftantly returned from the fide of the hill, 
hither they had retired ; the men threw off their mats, 
tftd all feated themfelvcs together by the fea-fide, ex- 
;ending their arms, and inviting Mr. King to land. 

Though fuch behaviour feemed expreflive of a 
friendly dilpofition, he could not avoid entertaining 
[ufpicions of* its fincerity. But when hefawKoah, with 
ixtraordinary boldnefs and aflu ranee, lwi mining off to- 
ards the boat, with a white flag in his hand, he thought 
iroper to return this rryirk of confidence, and accord- 
ingly received him into the boat, though he was armed; 
circumftance which did not contribute to leflen Mr. 
ing's fufpicions. He had, indeed, long harboured 
an unfavourable opinion of Koah ; and therefore with- 
out ceremony informed him that he had come to de- 
mand the body of Captain Cook, and to declare war 
againft the natives*, unlefs it was re flora] without delay. 
Koah aflured him that this (hould be done as foon as 
poflible, and that he would go himfelf for that purpofc; 
and after requefting a piece of iron of Mr. King, with 
marks of great afTurance, he leaped into the water, and 
fwam aftiore, calling out to his countrymen, ttat all 
were friends again. 

Ojur people waited with great anxiety near an hour 
for his return. During this interval, the other boats 
had approached fo near the fhore, that the men who 
tT CFC n m a * cmcntercd in "> a converfation with a party of 



defcribed. After bewailing, with many tears, the lofi 
of the Ofono, as he called him, he informed the officers, 
that he had brought a part of his body. He then pro- 
duced a fmall bundle, which he brought under his arm ; 
and it is Impoffible to defcribe the horror with which our 
people were feized, upon finding in it a piece of human 
fleih, of the weight of about nine or ten pounds. This, 
he faid, was all that now remained of the body • that the 
reft had been cut in pieces, and burnt; but that the 
head, and all the bones* except thofe which belonged 
to the trunk, were in the pofTeflion of Terreeoboo, and 
the other chiefs ; that what they had brought had been 
allotted to K"aoo, the chief of the priefts, for the pur- 
pofc of being ufed in fome religious ceremoru/; and 
that he had fent it as a teftimony of his innocenTc, and 
of his attachment to them. 

Though thefe two friendly vifitants were preffed by 
the officers to continue on board till the next morning, 
they could not be prevailed upon j declaring that if this 
tranfactibn fhould come to the knowledge of the kin's 
or any of the Erees> it might be attedned with the molt 
fatal confequences to their whole fociety; to prevent 
which, they had been under the neceflity of coming in 
the dark; and the fame precaution, they laid, would be 
requifite in returning on fhore. They added, that the 
chiefs were eager to take revenge for the death of their 
countrymen ; and particularly cautioned our people 
againft trufting Koah, who, he allured them, was the 
implacable enemy of our people, and ardently longed 
for an opportunity of fighting. The two natives then 
took their leave, it being about eleven o'clock at night! 

The fituation of our people was noV extremely auk- 
ward and unpromifing; none of thepurpoies for which, 
this pacific plan of proceedings had been adopted, hav- 
ing hitherto been, in any refpect, promoted by it. No 
fatufactory anfwer had been given to their demands. 
They did not feem to- have made any progrefs towards a 
reconciliation with the natives, whoitill remained on this 
fhore in hoftile poftures, as if determined to oppofeany 
endeavours that might be made to land > and yet it was 
become abfolutely necefTary t04Kfcn.pt landing, as the 
completing the ftock of water waLdd not admit of any 
longer delay. ^ 

The iflanders behaved in a manner the moft diring 
and prefumptuous. One of them had the infolence to 
come within mufket-fhot ahead of the Refolution, and, 
after throwing feveral ftones, waved over his head the 
hat which had belonged to Captain Cook, while his 
countrymen on fhore were exulting and encouraging 
his audacity. 

Our people were highly enraged at this infult, and 
coming in a body on the quarter deck, begged they 
might no longer be obliged to put up with fuch reitera- 
ted provocations, and requefted Mr. King to endeavour 
to ootain permiflion for them, from Captain Clerke, to 
take advantage of the firft fair occafion of avenging the 
death of their much-lamented commander. On Mr. 



formid rk!t IS C - dl /^ nc f ' b X who ^ ^ey were in- King's acquainting the captain with what 

■mT Zrr^ . CapUin s bod y had been cut to F^es, hc ordered lome great guns to be fired at 
■no carnea up the country. 

«. J hcfC a PP eared > for fome time after, a decree of 



exceedingly dark, a canoe was heard paddlin* 

cent «!? ^ U , Was no fooncr Perceived, than° 
ccmmcls on deck fired into it. ~ 
natives m this canoe, 



??? Mm * » tU1 at one night, it being 

towards 
both the 
There were two of the 
. ,. - who immediately roared out 
Mr Kin»>. ^ c v w . as the ' r method of pronouncing 

vSm hfvT *«m which belonged to Capt. Cook. 

ftttS thl 'm* ° n b0 ? rd ' th, t,w the.Tifelve.at the 
fled I l r ne f °»cere, and feemed to he extremely terri- 

*»'hwt St* V J h . a PP" cd - t,1!lt ,wMu ' r * them 

gone SoXKSSr 8 bn ' h ° f ^ ^ ^ 
One of them C# 



Captain Conk Was . th 5 P erfor > who conftanrly attended 
, with the particular ceremonies before 

• 0. 10, 



- P a fling, 

he ordered lome great guns to be fired at the iflanders 

on fhore; and promifed the crew, that, if rhey fhould 
be molefted at the watering place, the next day, they 
fhould then be permitted to challife them. 

Before our people could bring the guns to bear, the' 
natives had lufpected their intentions, from the buftle 
and agitation they obferved in the mip, and had retired 
behind their houfes and walls. They were consequent- 
ly obliged to fire, [n fome degree, at random j notwith- 1 
itanding which the fhot produced all the efFedls that 
could be defircd. For, in a fhort time afterwards, they 
t>erceived Koah paddling towards them with the greateft 
Iiaftej and when he arrived, they learned, that fome 
people had loft their lives, and, among the reft, Maiha- 
Maiha, - ---- - - ' - - 

Soon 

the moras towards the veflTel, each armed with a long 
fpearj and after they had approached pretty near, they 
began, in a very folemn manner, to chant a long; ths 
Jubjeft of which, from their frequently mentioning tha 

C c word 



: niiu loit cncir uves, ami, among cue reit, iviama- 

, a principal Eree, nearly related to Terreoboo. 
n after Koah's arrival, two boys fwam ofT from 
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Word Oronoy and pointing to the village where Captain 
Cook had been Sain, was concluded to be the lace ca- 
' lamitous occurrence- Having fung for near a quarter 
of an hour in a plainuve itrain, during all winch time 
. they continued in the water, they repaired on board the 
Difcovery,. and delivered up their fpcars; and, after re- 
'maining there a mort time, returned on Ihorc. Our 
'people cotfld never learn who fent them* or what was the 
object of this ceremony. 

The two natives who had vi fired them before, came 
off again in the night, and attired them, that, though 
the effects of the great guns had greatly alarmed the 
chiefs, they had by no means relinquiflied their hoftile 
intentions, and adv'ifed diem tlx be on their guard. 

WHbn the boats of both mips were difpatched afhore 
to procure water, the Difcovery was warped dole to 
rhe beach, in order to protc& the perfons employed in 
that fervice. Owr people loon found that the intelli- 
gence fent by the priefts, was. not dt-ftitutc of founda- 
tion, and thai the iflanders were determined to neglect 
no opportunity of annoying them, when, it could be 
done without much hazard. 

Matters were now come to* fuck, a pafs, th£(t it was 
deemed abfoluteiy necefkuy to burn down fome ftrag- 
ling huts, near the wall behind which they had fhel- 
.tered thcmfelves. In executing the orders that were 
given for that purpofe, our people were hurried into acts 
of unnccefiaiy dev&ftation and cruelty. 

In efcaping from the flames, ieveral of the inhabi- 
tants werefhot* and our people cut off the heads of two 
of them, and brought them on board. The fate of one 
unhappy native was much lamented by them all- As 
he was repairing to the well for water, he was fhot at by 
one of die marines. The ball happened to. ftrikc his ca- 
iabafh, which lie inftantly threw from htm, and ran ofF. 
He was ])Ujfued into one of the caves, and no lion 
could have defended his den with greater bravery and 
tiercenefs i till at length, after he had found means to 
keep two of our people at bay for a confiderable time, 
he expired, covered with wounds. This accident firil 
brought our people acquainted- with the ufe to which 
thefe caverns were applied. 

A man, much advanced in years, was taken prifoner, 
bout|d, and conveyed on board the Refolution, in the 
fame boat with the heads of his two countrymen. Hor- 
ror could not be more ftrongly pourt rayed than in the 
face of diis pcrfon; nor lb violent a transition to immo- 
derate joy, as when he was untied, and given tounder- 
ftand, that he might depart in fafety. He fliewed that 
he was not deficient in gratitude, as he returned after- 
wards with prefents of provifions. 

It was remarked as rather extraordinary, that, amidlr. 
all thefe difturbances, the female natives who were on 
board, did not offer to depart, or dil cover any appre- 
henfions, cither for themlelves or their friends on more. 
They appeared, indeed, lb perfectly unconcerned, that 
fome of them who were on deck when the village was 
in flames, fcemed to admire the fpectacle, and fre- 
quently exclaimed, that it was maUai> or very fine. 

At length a chief named Eappo, a man of the firft 
diflinction, came with prefents from Terrecoboo, to fue 
for peace. Thefe prcienrs were accepted ; and the 
chief was di unified with die following anfwer : That no 
peace would he granted, till the remains of Capt. Cook 
mould be reftored. 

Information was received from Eappo, that the flcfli 
of all the bones of our people who had been Ilain, as 
well as the bones of the trunks, had been burnt ; that the 
limb- bones of the marines had been diflributed among 
the inferior chiefs \ and that the remains of Capt. Coo 
had been difpofed of as follows : the head to a great Erte, 
called Kahoopcou > the hair to Maiha-maiha; and the 
arms, legs, and thighs, to Terrecoboo. Eappo was 
very u' gent that one of our officers Should go on fliore, 
and offered to remain on board, in the mean time, as an 
ho ft age. This requcfl, however, was not complied 

with j and lie departed with a promife of bringing the 
bones the following day. 



Accordingly in die morning was feen a 
body of the natives defcending the hill, which 1 ^* 1 ^ 1 
the beach, in a fort of proceflion, each man * °^ 
on his jfhoulders two or three fugar-canes a !d 7^ 
bread-fruit, plantains* and taro, in his hand* t" 11 
were preceded by two drummers, who,. W k N 
reached the water fide* ieated themfelves* by Ca ^ 
Aag> and began beating their drums, while thof^f 
had followed them advanced* one by one, and d 
; ted the prefents they had brought with* them- 
which they retired in the fame order. Soon after 
Eappo appeared in his long feathered cloak be^ 
fomething with great folemnity in his hands ; and t ^ 
ing Rationed himfelf on a rock* he made fiLc ,l 
boat mould be fent him* - g S that a 



Captain Clerke,. fuppolrng thatd^ 
the bones of Captain Cook (which, indeed, pro V <f 
be the cafe) went himfelf in the pinnace to receive th *° 
and ordered Mr. King to attend him in the cuT* 
When they arrived at the beach, Eappo, entering u 
pinnace, delivered the bones to Captain Clerkc, wni 
ped up in a great quantity of fine new cloth, and cover 
ed with a /potted cioak of black and white feathers 

In this bundle were found both the hands of Capta 
Cook entire, which wers well known from a fear on ont 
of them, that divided th* fore finger from the thumb 
the whole length of the metacarpal bone j thefkull but 
with the fcalp feparated from it, and the bones of the 
face wanting ; the fcalp, with the ears, adhering to it 
and the hair upon it cut fliort : the bones of both the 
arms, with the fkin of the forearms hanging to them- 
the bones of the thighs a*id legs joined together, but 
without the feet. The ligaments of the joints wcreob- 
lervcd to. be entire : and the whole fhewed fufficiot 
marks of having been in the fire, except the hands, 
which had the flefh remaining upon them, and were cut 
in feveral places, and crammed with fait, mod proba- 
bly with a view of preferving them. The fkull was five 
from any fracture, but the iialp had a* cut in the back 
part of iu The lower jaw and feet, which were want- 
ing, had been feized, a* Eappo faid, by different Erm \ 
and he added, that Terrecoboo was ufing every meaiy 
to recover them. 

Eappo, and the king's fon, came afterwards on 
board, and brought with them not only the remaining 
bones of Captain Cook, but likewife the barrels of hi* 
gun, his fhoes, and fome other trifles which had lw« 
longed to him. Eappo declared that Terrecoboo, 
Maiha-maiha, and himfelf, were extremely defiroui of 
peace that they had given the moll convincing proofs 
of it v and that they had been prevented from giving it 
fooner by the other chiefs, many of whom were full dif- 
affected. He lamented, with the moft lively forrov, 
the deaths of fix chiefs, who had been killed by our peo- 
ple, fome of whom, he faid, were among their belt 
trie nds. He faid that the cutter had been taken away 
by Parcea's people, probably in revenge for the blow 
that he had 1 eceived, and that it had been broken up 
the following day. The arms of the marines, which 
had alfo been demanded, ha,d been carried off by the 
populace, and were irrecoverable. 

Nothing now remained on the part of our people, but 
to perform the laft lblemn offices to their excellent com- 
mander. Eappo was difmifled with orders to taboo all 
the bay > and in the afternoon, the bones having been 
depolited in a coffin, the funeral fervice was read over 
them, and they were committed to the deep with the 

ufual military honours. . 
Things being now amicably fettled, Captain Cicikc 

gave orders for the (hips to unmoor, and for all w 
natives to be difmiiled. The chiefs took a friendly 
leave of their vifitors j and the anchor being weighed, 
they flood out of Karakakooa Bay* but not without 
many fighs from the crews, at leaving the remains 01 
their ur* fortunate commander behind them, 
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SECTION VIII. 

ti^urnnces to the departure from the Sandwich IJlands. 
° Account of their Situation, Natural Hiftory, 

Cnfloms, Manners, Religion, 6rV. of the Natives, as 
• a supplement to the former Defcriptton. 

THE fliips on having Karakakooa Bay, in the 
Ifland of Owhyhce, pafTed Tahoora, and touched 
at YVoahooj and, in confequence of difappoiritment in 
attempting to water, proceeded to Atooi, and came to 
anchor in their former ftation. Our people immediate- 
ly obierved, on the natives coming on board, that there 
was not that complacency in their countenances, or 
cordiality in their manner, as when they firft vifited 
them. Indeed, they gave evident tokens of a difpofi- 
tion totally reverfe from that which they had difcovered 
before, and feemed much inclined to hoftility. The 
main defign, in touching at this ifland, was to procure 
water, in which the people were much annoyed, and 
obftrucled by the natives. At length, however, after 
great difficulty, and fome encounters, it was completed. 

When the officers, whofe prefence was required on 
fhore, returned to the fhips, they were informed that 
feveral chiefs had been on board, and apologized for the 
conduct of their countrymen. Prefents were afterwards 
exchanged between Captain Clerke and Toneoneo, who 
held the fupreme power, and apparent amity fubfifted 
till the fhips left the ifland, and proceeded to Oneeheow, 
from which tney failed, in profecution of their voyage 
to the northward, in March 1779. 

The group of i (lands called by the general appellation 
of the Sandwich Iflands, were found, at length, to be 
eleven in numbers and as our navigators could never 
learn that the natives had knowledge of any other 
iflands, it is moft probable that there are no others in 
their vicinity. Of thefe we have mentioned fix, viz. 
Woahoo, Atooi, Oneeheow, Oreehoua, Tahoora, and 
Owhyhce, the grand and principal fcene of action. 
The others are called Morotoi, Morotinnee, Ranai, 
Kahowrowhee, and Moodoo-papapa. Thefe agree, in 
general, with the defcription given of the former : and 
Morotinnee, as well as Tahoora, is uninhabited. 

There are two mountains in the Ifland of Owhyhee 
dtferving of notice. The firft, called Mouna Kaah 
(or the mountain Kaah) rifes in three peaks, continu- 
ally covered with fnow, and may be difcerned at the 
diftance of forty leagues. The coaft to the northward 
of this mountain, is compofed of high and abrupt cliffs, 
from which fall many beautiful cafcades of water. The 

mountain is very ftcep, and its lower part abounds with 
wood. 4 

When the fhips doubled the eaft part of the ifland, 
ciiey had fight of another ihowy mountain, called by the 
natives Mouna Roa (or the extenfive mountain) which, 
during the whole time they were failing along the 
kir. .-eallcrn fir #* r An »; M „~i »~ 1 °_ 5 1 



oil .-iMllern fide, continued to be a very conipicuous 
object. It was Hat at the fummit, which was perpetu 
a ymvolvcdm fnow; and they once obferved its.fidc 

alio lIliHuiV COVf-r*-r1 + U \* ' r.A i i i 



2mm£ T e [4 with lhow » thc ahitud < their 

11 111,11 at lcaft b « ^.400 feet. 
1 here are alfn (i*™,. 



ly with i, w • cx l* u,Uon "P th« country, principal- 
'1 1 .. K u,t '''i".c of two natives. 

•mo" th3' ' ° r thc , ni 8 h <. « a hut they obfrrwd 
«obc f,x ,,r P f "V whcrt: ^ey iiippofccJ ihemlelvrs 

* J*« from thu fpot was very delightful: they h;ul a 



view of the vefTels in the bay before them. To the left 
they law a continued range of villages, interfperled with 
groves of cocoa-nut trees, fpreadintj along the fhoi e , a 
thick wood extending itfelf behina them ; and tu the 
right, a very confiderable extent; of ground, laid out 
with great regularity in well-cultivated plantations, dif- 
played itfelf to their view. Near this fpot the natives 
• pointed out to them, at a diftance from every other 
dwelling, the l efidence of a hermit, who, they faid, had, 
in the former part of his life, been a great chief and 
warrior, but had long ago retired from the fea-coaft of 
the ifland, and now never quitted the environs of his 
cottage. As they approached him, they proftrate4 
them fe Ives, and afterwards prefented him with ibme 
proyifions. His behaviour was eafy> frank, and cheer- 
ful. He ceftified little aflonifhment at the fight of our 
people; and though prefTed to accept fome European 
curiofities, he thought proper to decline the offer, and 
fbon withdrew to his cottage. Our party re prefented 
him as by far the moft aged perfon they had ever feen, 
judging him to be, at a moderate computation, upwards 
of an hundred years of age. 

As the paity had fupppfed that the mountain was not 
more than ten or a dozen miles diftant from the bay, 
and confequently expected to reach it wuheafe early the 
following morning, they were now greatly furprifed to 
find the diftance fcarce perceivabjy diminifhed. This 
circumftance, with the uninhabited (late of the country, 
which they were on the point of entering, rendering it 
neceflary to provide a fupply of provifions, they dif- 
patched one of their concjuftors back to the village for 
that purpofe. Whilft they waited his return, they 
were joined by feveral of Kaoo's fervants, whom that 
jenerous old man had fent after them, loaded with re-i 
rcfliments, and fully authorised, as their route lay thro' 
his grounds, to demand, and take away with ttiern, 
whatever they might want. 

Great was the furprife of the travellers, on finding the 
cold here fo intenfe. But as they had no thermometer 
with them, they could only form their judgement of it 
from their feelings, which, from the warm atmolphefe 
they had quitted, mull have been a very fallacious me- 
thod of judging. They found it, hpwever, fo cold f 
that they could fcarce get any fleep and the inlanders 
could not fieep at -all ; both parties being difturbed, dur- 
ing the wljole night, by continual coughing. Aslhey, 
at this time, could not be at any very great height, 
their diftance from the fea being no more than fix or 
feven miles, and part of the road or> a very moderate 
afcent, this uncommon decree jof cold muft be attribia* 
ted to the eafterly wind blowing frefli over the fnowy 
mountains. 

They proceeded on their journey early thc next morn* 
Ing, and filled their calibafhcs at a well of excellent 
water, fituate about half a mile from their hut After 
they had pafled the plantations, they arrived at a thick 
wood, which they entered by a path that had been made 
for the convenience of thc manaers, who frequently rc-, 
pair thither for thc purpofe of citching birds, as wcl{ 
as procuring the wild or horfc-plantain. Their pro- 
grefs now became extremely flow, and was attendee! with 
great labour ; for the ground was either fwampy, or co- 
vered wjth large ftoncs ; the path narrow, and often in- 
terrupted by trees lying acrofs it, which they were obli 
cd to climb over, as thc thicknefs of thc underwopd on 
each fide, rendered it impracticable to pafs round d>em, 
They faw, in thefe woods, pieces of white cloth fixc4 
on poles, at fmall diftance s, which tjiey imagined were 
fcind-matks for the division of property, as they only ob- 
ferved them where the wild plantains grew. Thc tree* 
were of the fame kind with the fpice-trce of New- Hol- 
land 1 they were ftraight and lofty, and their circumfcT 
rencc was, on an aycrage one with another, from two to 
four feet. 

Befides the intenfenefs of the cold, many other difr 
agreeable circumftances, and particularly the averfion 
their conductors difcovered to gping on, induced the 
party to tome to a determination of returning to the 

(hips. 
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(hips, after taking a furvey of the country from the 
highejft trees they could find. 

They were furprifecl at feeing feveral fields of hay; 
and upon their enquiry to what particular ofte it was 
applied, were informed, chat it was intended to cover 
the grounds where the young tan grew, in order to 
preferve them from being fcorched by the rays of the 
lim. They obferved among the plantations a few huts 
fcattered about which afforded occafional flielter to the 
labourers j but they did not fee any villages at a great- 
er dtftance from the fea than four or five miles. Near 
ene of them, which was fituated about four miles from 
the bay, they difcovered a cave, forty fathoms long, 
three broad, and of the lame heighr. It was open at 
each end; its fides were fluted, as if wrought with a 
chiffel i and the furface was glazed over, perhaps by 
the action of fire. 

The birds of thefc iflands are numerous, though the 
variety is not great. Some of them may vie with thofe 
of any country in point of beauty. Their vegetable 
productions are not very different from thofe of the 
other iflands of the Pacific Ocean. The coafts abound 
with variety of fifru 

The natives of the Sandwich I Hands are, doubtlcfs, 
of the fame extraction with the inhabitants of the So- 
ciety and Friendly I Hands. This fact, extraordinary 
as it is, is not only evinced by the general refemblance 
©f their perfons, and the great fimilarity of their man- 
ners and cuftoms, but feems to be eltablifhed, beyond 
all controverfy, by the identity of their language. It 
may not, perhaps, be very difficult to conjecture, from 
what continent they originally emigrated, and by what 
fleps they iiave difrufed themfelves over fo immenfe a 
fpace. They bear firong marks of affinity to fome of 
the Indian tribes, who inhabit the Ladrones and Caro- 
line Ifles ; and the fame affinity and refemblance may 
alfo be traced among the Malays and the Battas, At 
what particular time thefe migrations happened is lefs 
eafy to afcertain „ the period)* is> all probability, was 
not very, late, as they are very populous, an«$ have no 
tradition refpecting their own origin, but what is wholly 
fabulous ; though, on the other hand,, the fimpliciry 
which is fti 11 prevalent in their manners and habits of 
life, and the unadulterated ftate of tftei* general lan- 
guage, feem to demonftrate, that k could! aoi have 
teen* at any very remote period* 

The fame fuperiority generally obferved at other 
iflands in the perfons of the Erees, is likewife found 
here. Thole that were feen were perfectly well form- 
ed whereas the lower clafs of people, befides their 
general inferiority, are fiibject to all the variety of fi- 
gure and make that is met with, in the populace of 
other parts of the world* 

There were more frequent inffanees of deformity 
obferved here than in any of the other iflands vifitecL 
While the /hips were cruifihg off Owhyhee, two dwajrfs 
came on board* one of whom was an old man of the 
height of four feet two inches, but very well propor- 
tioned i and the other was a woman nearly of the fame 
flaturo. Our people afterwards faw among the natives 
three who were hump- backed, and a young man who 
had been deftitute of hands and feet, from the veiy 
moment of his birth. Squinting is alfo common a~ 
mong them, and a man who had been born blind was 
brought on- board for the purpofe of being cured.. Be- 
fides thefe particular defects, they are, in general, ex- 
ceeding fubject to boils and ulcers, which was afc iibrd 
to the great quantity of fait they ufually eat with their 
Hfh and fjcfh- Though the Krecs are free from thefe 
complaints, many of them experience Hill more dread- 
ful effects from the too frequent nfe of the ava. Thofe 
who were the molt affected by it had their eyes red and 
inflamed, their limbs emaciated, their bodies covered 
with a whitilh. feu if, and their whole frame trembling 
ancf paralytic^ attended widi a duabihiy. of railing du ir 
heads. 

We have already taken notice of the great kitulncJs 
and hofpitiiliy with which thefe illandcra treated our 



people. Whenever they went on fhore, there w 
continual Itruggle who fholild be moft forward in r * 
ing little presents for their acceptance, bringing ,? r 
fions and refrefhments, or teftifying fome other i 
of refpect. The aged perfons conftantly received t! 
with tears of joy, appeared to be highly gratified Tl 
being permitted to touch them, and were f requ ? 
drawing companions with marks of extreme humT * 
The young women like wife were exceeding kin,/ 
engaging- 

Thefe people, in point of natural capacity, are by 
means beyond the common ftandard of the human ra 
The excellence of their manufactures, and their hn' 
provements in agricultine, are doubtlefs adequate to 
their fknarion and natural advantages. The eagernef 
of curiofity with which they ufed to attend che armour! 
vr's forge, and the various expedients which they had 
invented, even before our departure from thefe iflands 
for working the iron obtained from us into ft/ch forms 
as were bell calculated for their purpofes, were ftrorw 
indications of docility and ingenuity, * 
The practice of tabooing or puncturing the both 
prevails among thefc people; and of all the iilands in 
this ocean, it is only at New Zealand, and the Sand- 
wich Ifles, that the face is tatoced- Then: is this difln. 
ence between rhefe two nations, that the New Ziahn. 
ders perform this operation in elegant fpiral volutes, awl 
the Sandwich 1 (landers in flraight lines, that inttriUt 
each other at right angles. 

Some of the natives have haff their body, from I.cul 
to foot, tat$9td, which gives them a moft llrikLiw up. 
pearanee. It is generally done with grsrat neatne/i ai d 
regularity. Several of them have only an arm t'./<; 
marked; others a kg r fome, again, tat 00 both an an n 
and a leg; and others only the hand. The hands ami 
arms of the women are punctured in a very neat man- 
ner t and they have a remarkable cuftom of tatomg the 
tip of the tongues of fome of the females. Our people 
had fome reafon to imagine, that the practice of punc- 
turing was often intended as a fign of mourning, on tlie 
deceafe of a chief, or any other calamitons occurrence: 
for they were frequently informed that mch a maik wat 
in memory of fuch a chief ,* and fo of the others. The 
people of tfor ioweit order arc tatdoed with a particular 
mark, which diftinguirhes them as the property of the 
chiefs to whom they are refpectively fubject. 

The natives of thefe iflands dwell together in firal! 
towns or villages, which contain from about one hun- 
dred to two hundred houfes, built pretty dole to each 
other, without order or regularity, and have a winding 
path that leads through them.. They are frequently 
flanked, towards the fca-fide, with loofe detached walk, 
which are, in all probability,, intended for flielter and 
defence. They are of various dimenlions, from forty- 
five feet by twenty-four, to eighteen by twelve. Some 
are of a larger lize, being fifty feet in length, and thirty 
in breadth, ami entirely open at one end. 

They are 'Very cleanly at their m«als : and their me- 
thod of dreffing both their vegetable and animal food, 
was univerlalfy acknowledged to be fuperior to ours. 
The Erees conftantly begin their meals with a dole of 
the extract of pepper-root, oxava, prepared in the uhiaj 
mode. The women eat apart from the other lex, Jin J 
are prohibited from feeding on pork, turtle, and Ionic 
particular fpecies of plantains. 

They generally rife with the fun } and, after haying 
enjoyed the cool of the evening, retire to their ien»»fe 3 
few hours after fim-fet. The Erees are occupied in 
making canoes and mats : the Tozv/oras arc chielly l * in ' 
ployed in the plantations, and alfo in fiihing; and in* 
women are engaged in the manufactory of iloth. l ,l< / 
amufe themfelves at their leifure hours "with variom 
diverttoiw. Their young perfum,, of both Jeses 
fond of dancing; and, on more fblcmrt occ.ilions t' u r 
entertain themielves with wrcllling, and box in; 1 , mafc hev, 
performed after the fame manner of the natives o! tne 
•Vieniily lilandsi to whom, however, they arc i$i«»»F 
inferioi in all thefc refpedts, y[\z\x 
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Their dances, wnicn Dear a greater rncmoiancc co 
jhofc of the New Zealanders, than of the Friendly or 
tv Iflanders, are introduced with a folemn kind or 
?° Cie in which the whole number join, at the fame time 
fffiv moving their legs, and gently ftriking their 
h rafts • their attitudes and manner being very eafy and 
~ eful. So far they refcmble the dancers of the Society 

After this has continued for the fpace of about 



Mes 
ten 



rninutes, they gradually quicken both the tuhe and 
motion*, and do not defift till they are oppretfed 
with fatigue. This part of the performance is the 
counter-part of that of the inhabitants of New Zealand ; 
and as among thofe people, the perfon whofe action is 
the moft violent, and who continues . this exercife the 
longeft, is applauded by the fpectators as the bed dan- 
cerf But our people faw fbme boxing exhibitions, of 
the' fame kind with thofe they had feen at the Friendly 

J lies. 

The mufic of thefe people is of a rude kind ; for the 
only mufical inftruments that wasobferved among them, 
were drums of various fizes. Their fongs, however, 
which they are faid to fing in parts, and which they ac- 
company with a gentle motion of their arms, like the 
inhabitants of the Friendly Iflands, have a very pleafing 
effect. 

They are generally addicted to gambling. One of 
their games refembles our game of drafts ; but, from 
the number of fquares, it feems to be much more in- 
tricate. The board is of the length of about two feet, 
and is divided into two hundred and thirty-eight fquares, 
fourteen in a row. In this game they ufe black and 
white pebbles, which they move from one fquare to ano- 
ther. 

Another of their games confifts in concealing a ftone 
under fome cloth, which is fpread out by one of the 
parties, and rumpled in Rich a manner, that it is diffi- 
cult to diftinguifti where the flone lies. The antago- 
nift then ftrikes with a (lick, that part of the cloth 
where he fuppoies the ftone to be j and the chances be- 
ing, upon the whole, againft his hitting it, odds of all 
degrees are laid, varying with the opimofl of the dex- 
terity of the antagonift. 

They often entertain themfelves with races between 
boys and girls, on which occafions they lay wagers with 
great fpirit. Our people faw a man beating his bread, 
and tearing his hair, in the violence of raf}r, for having 
loft three hatchets at one of thefe races, which he had 
purchafed from them with near half his property a vcrv 
little time before. 11/ / 

Among the various diversions of the children, was 
one frequently playedat;' and which fhewed a conflder - 
able (hare of dexterity. They take a fhort Rick, thro' 
one extremity of which runs a peg fharpened at both 
ends, extending about an inch on each fide ; then 
throwing up a ball formed of green leaves moulded to- 
gether, and faftencd with twine, they catch it on one of 
Ote points of the peg, immediately after which, they 
throw it up again from the peg, then turn the Rick 
round, and catch the ball on the other point of rhe peg. 
1 nus, for iome time, they continue catching it on each 
point of the peg alternately, without miffing it. They 
, ^ all y f*!** « another diverfion of a fimilar na- 
urn* ™ m g u PjV hc air ' and etching, in their 

SlittWlf tHe f Cba , 1,S: antl ° l,r ^°P Ic *™ *fcn 
lien little children thus keep rive balls in motion at once. 

fice^n^ " may fuf- 

ISS pfew n * mbki lhat of thc othcr lfltndi 

inS^S^^ °(* c Sa ndwich Iflands are divided 
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The Erees appear to have unlimited power over the 
inferior clafies of people; many inftances of which oc- 
curred daily, whilft our people continued among them. 
On the other hand> the people are implicitly obedient- 
It is remarkable, however, that the chiefs were never 
feen to exercife any ads of cruelty, injuftice, or inib- 
Jence towards them j though they put in practice 
their power over each other, in a moft tyrannical de- 
gree, as appears from the following inftances. One of 
thc lower order of chiefs having fhewn great civility to 
the mafter of the fhip, on his examination of Karaka- 
kooa Bay, Mr. King, fome time afterwards, took hiin 
on board the Refolution, and introduced him to Capt. 
Cook, who engaged him to dine. While the company 
remained at table, Pareea entered, whofe countenance 
manifefted the higheft indignation at feeing their gueft 
fo honourably entertained. He feized him by the hair 
of the head, and would have dragged him out of the 
cabin, if the captain had not interfered. After much 
altercation, no othcr indulgence could be obtained 
(without quarelling with Pareea) than that the gueft 
fhould be permitted to remain in the cabin, on condi- 
tion that he feated hjmfelf on the floor, while Pareea 
occupied his place at thc table. An inftance, fon.e- 
;vhat fimilar, happened when Terreeoboo came firft on 
board the Refolution, when Maiha-maiha, who attend- 
ed him, feeing Pareea upon deck, turned him moft ig- 
nominioufly out of the fhip; even though the officers 
knew Pareea to be a man of the firft confequence. 

Very little information could be obtained refpecting 
their adminiftering of juftice. If a quarrel arofe among 
the lower clafs of people, the matter was referred to thc 
decifionof fome chief. If an inferior chief had offend- 
ed one of fuperior rank, his punifliment was dictated 
by the feelings of the fuperior at that moment. If he 
mould fortunately efcape the firft traniports of his rage, 
he perhaps found means, through the mediation of 
others, to compound for his offence, by all, or part of 
his effects. 



The religion of thefe people refembles that of die 
Society and Friendly Ifles. In common with each 
other, they have all their morais, their whattas, their 
facred fongs, and their facrifices. The ceremonies 
here, are, indeed, longer and more numerous than in 
the iflands above mentioned. 

It has been remarked by voyagers, that the Society 
and Friendly iflanders pay adoration to particular birds * 
and it feems to be a cuftom that is prevalent in theft: 
iflands. Ravens are, perhaps, the objects of it here ; 
for Mr. King faw two of thefe birds perfcQly tame, at 
the village of Kakooa, and was told they were Ratooas. 
He offered feveral articles for them, which were all re- 
fufed; and he was particularly cautioned not to hurt or 
offend them. 

The prayers and offerings made by the priefts before 
their meals, may be clafled among their religious ce- 
remonies. 

It has been already obferved, that human facrifices 
are common here. They have one moft extraordinary 
religious cuftom, which is that of knocking out their 
fore teeth. Moft of the common people, and many of 
the chiefs, had loft one or more ot therm and this, our 
people underftood, was con fide red as a propitiatory la- 
crifice to the Eatooa> to avert his anger; and not like 
the cutting off a part of the ringer at the Friendly Iflands, 
to cxprefs the violence of their grief at thedeteafc of a 
friend. 

Our voyagers could derive but Very imperfect infor- 
mation of their opinions refpecting a future ftate. On 
enquiring of them whither the dead were gone, they 
were told that the breath, which they feemed to coftfi- 
der as the immortal part, was fled to the Eafooa. They 
feemed alio to give a description of fome place, which 
they fuppofe to be the abode of the dead j but they 
could not learn- that they had any idea of rewards or 
punifliments. . 

Of their marriages it can only be faid, that fueh a 

compact feems to exiil among them. Whether polvga- 

D d my 



io6 



A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHENTIC SYSTEM ok UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY 



my is allowed, or whether it is mixed with concubi- 
nage, could not be ascertained. 

It appears, from the following inftance, that among 
' married women of rank, not only fidelity, but even a 
degree of referveis required. 

At one of their boxing matches, Omeah, a chief of 
the higheft dignity, rofe two or three times from his 
place, and approached his wife with ftrong marks of dif- 
plcafure, commanding her, as was fuppofed, to with- 
draw. Whether he thought her beauty engaged too 
much of the attention of his vifuors, or whatever might 
be his motives, there certainly exifted no real caufe of 
jealoufy. She, however, continued in her place, and, 
at the conclufion of the entertainment, joined the party 
of officers, and even folicited fome trifling prelents. 
She was informed that they had not any about them j 
but that if i"he would accompany them to the tent, flic 
fhould be welcome to make choice of what Hie liked. 
She accordingly proceeded with them, which being ob- 
ferved by Omeah, lie followed in a great rage, feizcd 
her by the hair, and, with his fills, began to inflict fe- 
vere corporal punilhmcnt. Having been the innocent 
caufe of this extraordinary treatment, the officers were 
exceedingly concerned at it; though they underftood 
it would be highly in proper for them to interfere be- 
tween hufband and wife of fuch fuperior rank. The 
"natives, however, at length interpofed; and the next 
day they had the fatisfacYion of meeting them together, 
perfectly fatisfied with each other: and, what was ex- 
tremely lingular, the wife would not permit them to 
rally the hufband on his behaviour, which they had an 
inclination to do ; plainly telling them, that he had 
a£ted very propei ly. 

Our people had twice an opportunity, while the fhips 
lay at Karakakooa Bay, of feeing a part of their funeral 
rites. Hearing of the death of an old chief, not far 
from the obfervatorics, fome of them repaired to the 
place, where they beheld a number of people aflembled. 
They were feated round an area, fronting the houfe 
where the deceafed lay j and a man, having on a red 
feathered cap, came to the door, conftantly putting 
out his head, and making a molt lamentable howl, 
accompanied with horrid grimaces, and violent diftor- 
tions of the face. A large mat was afterwards fp read 
upon the area, and thirteen women and two men, who 
came out of the houfe, fat' down upon it in three equal 
rows; three of* the women, and the two men, being in 
front. The women Ind feathered ruffs on their necks 
and hands; ar.d their fhoulders were decorated with 
broad green leave.,, curhouHv fcolloped. Near a fmall 
hut, atone corner of this area, half a dozen boys were 



placed, waving fmall white banners, and tal m 
who would not lufrer our people to approach ' 
Hence they imagined that the dead body was depofit" 1 



in the 1 



iutj but were afterwards informed, that t 
mained in the houfe where the tricks were* plavi 
the door by the man in the red cap. The com* * 
feated on the mat, lung a melancholy tune, accornn? 
med with a gentle motion of the arms and body xj 
having continued fome time, they put themfelves i . 
poMure between kneeling and fitting, and their arm! 
and bodies into a moft rapid motion, keeping p ace 
the fame time, witli the mufic. Thefe lalt^cxerti * 
being too violent to continue, at intervals they had 
flower motions. An hour having palled in thele cere 
monies, more mats were fpread upon the area wh 
the dead chief's widow, and three or four other elder? 5 
women, came out of the houfe with flow and folerr/ 
pace, and feating themfelves before the company, be* 
gan to wail moll bitterly, in which they -were joined by 
the three rows of women behind them ; the two men au 
pearing melancholy and penfive. They continued thus* 
with little variation, till late in the evening, when our 
people left them; and, at day-light in the morning, the 
people difperfed, and every thing was quiet. Ourpeo- 
pie were given to understand, that the body was re* 
moved, but could not learn how it was difpofed of. As 
they were making enquiry of fame of the natives, they 
were approached by three women of rank, who fignified 
to them, that their prefence interrupted the performance 
of fome neceflary rites. Soon after they had left them 
they heard their cries and lamentations; and when they 
met them a few hours after, the lower parts of their 
faces were painted perfeQly black. 

They had likewife an opportunity of obferVing the 
ceremonies at the funeral of one of the ordinary clafs. 
Hearing fome mournful cries iiTuing from a miferable 
hut, they entered it, and difcovered two wo:v,en, which 
they fuppofed to be the mother and daughter, weeping 
over the body of a man, who had that moment expired. 
They firft: covered the body with a cloth, then lying 
down by it, tHey fpread the cloth over themfelves, be- 
ginning a melancholy kind of long, often repeating 
shveh me doaah ! Aweh tanee ! <c Oh, my fathei ! 
" Oh, my hufband !" In one corner a younger daugh- 
ter lay prod rate on the ground, having fome black clcth 
fpread over her, and repeating the fame expreflions. 

On enquiry afterwards, how the body had been tlii- 
pofetl of, they pointed towards the fea, perhap* indica- 
ting thereby, that it had been depoiited in the deep; or. 
that it had been conveyed to fome place of burial be. 
yond the bay. 



From a review of regions firft explored, in the vaft Pacific Ocean, by the latefl moft ingenious and enterprizinl 
Navigators, which have pnfntted to the wind a difplay of human nature in its rude and uncultivated (late, ami 
ft Mured /tones tending to o.//.- equal horror and amazement, we pafs to Afia, that quarter of the globe allowed, by 
Geographers tn general, to ilaim pre-eminence, from the fercnity of its air, the fertility of its foil, and the richmfs of 
tts mines. Here new pro/pals open to .the view, and here much more important as well as entertaining Difcoverus, 
both on the Con/Is, as a/Jo ni the diftant lflands, have been recently made fa our late Navigators, all of which will be 
defcrtbed tn their proper places. IVe fhall here furvey Empires extenftve and opulent in the extreme, trace the progrefs 
of sirts and Snouts, penetve the effecls of different difpofit ions and a different race of men, and enter upon a detail of 
the cujloms, manners and teranonies of people totally oppoftte to thoje already dejeribed. This muft tend to expand the 
ideas of the Reader, who will not repent of having devoted Jvme fart of his time to the contemplation of fubjetU f$ 
happtly adapted to blend injlraUion with entertainment. 

^ dn our defiriptlon of this Quarter of the Globe, we fhall have various opportunities of furnijhinv the Reader with 

Wat information and entertainment that could never before be obtained, as different parts have been explored by cur 

modern Navigators, whuh could not be penetrated by their predecefors, and whiih we fhall minutely and acenratdy 

defcrtbe in their proper places - t Jo that a continued Novelty will attend our Pur/tut through the Whole of our labo- 
rious Undertaking. jo j 
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Including the New Difcorcries on the Continent and Iilands off the Cbaft 




INTRODUCTION. 

iHE origin of the common name of Ada is, at bed, but founded upon conjecture, and there are great variety 
of opinions among the learned concerning it. After a minute examination of the feveral particulars, we may 
•cnture to offer, as moft probable, the judgment of Bochart, who fuppofes it to have taken its name from the 
hoenician word Aft> fignifying the middle, becaufe Afia Minor, which communicated its appellation to Afia the 
Ireacer, is ficuated in the middle between Europe and Africa. 

Afia is bounded on the W. by the Black and Mediterranean Seas ; on the S. and E. by the Arabic, Perfian 
idian and Chxnefe Oceans > and on the N. by the Frozen ; fo that it is, on every fide, furrounded by the Sea* 
ily it mull be obferved, that its limits northward were not difcovered till the reign of the Czar Peter the Great* 
)m whofe furvey a map was afterwards pr'nt-d at Amfterdam. Its form is conical : in point of extent it is larger 
m Europe and Africa together, and broader than America, though not fo long, being, according to the moft 
:eived computation, about 47 40 miles fiom E. to W. and 4380 from N. to S. 

In Afia the grand work of Creation was fiift made manifeft. Here ftourifhed the terreftrial Paradife, or Garden 
Eden, inhabited' by our firft parents in a ftate of innocence, till expelled for their difobedience of the Divine 
immand. In Afia appeared the Great Redeemer of Mankind, to avert the fatal confequences, and, by his 
feccpts, example and fufferings, lay the foundation of their future happinefs. Here that once favoured people 
! Jews were enlightened by prophetic revelations : here Chrittianity firft dawned, and from hence was difTuled 
■oughout the diftant nations of the earth. 

Afia claims the firft planting of cities, inftitution of laws and government, civilization of manners, orio-in of 
ks and fciences, and cultivation of human literature in general. To thefe diftinguifhed ble flings of a fpiritiwl or 
Mai kind, may be added the bounties of Providence, which are here difpenfed in vaft variety as well as fupcr- 
indance. In fine, if we advert to the ferenity of its air, the fertility of its foil, the delicioufnefs of its fruits 
falubnty of its drugs the fragrance and balfamic qualities of ks plants, gums and fpices j the quantity, beautv 
value of its gems, the fincnefi of its filks and cottons, and many other natural endowments, we cannot but 
nut of its decided fuperiority, nor can we wonder at its antient fplendor, power and opulence 
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SECTION I. 



Difc6very> Extent* Situation, Climate, Rivers, G?f. 

SIBERIA was difcovered by a Mufcovite named 
Anica, who, obferving confidcrable companies, 
different from the Ruffians, come annually from it 
with furrs, ore. refolved to inform himfclf of the par- 
ticulars concerning it, arid engrofs the trade, espe- 
cially as thefe people failed into Mufcovy by the river 
Whitfogda, near which he refided, to Ozeil and Uftenga, 
fituated on the Dwina, into which it falls. Anica found 
means to introduce fome of his children and domeftics 
into their company on their return, and thereby cftab- 
lifh a correfpondence with them, which tended fo e/- 
fentially to their advantage, that in time they grew fo 
opulent as to become famed by the name of Anicans. 

The part to which they traded was to the north of 
Siberia, or rather the fouthern part of Samoiedia. To 
prevent 6he effects of difcovery, they timely fecured, 
byprefents, the protection of prince Boris GordenofT, 
brother-in-law and afterwards fuccefTor to the then 
Czar Feodor Iwanowitz, who procured them a patent 
from the Czar, entailing all their lands and poflefllons 
on their pofterity for ever free from tribute. Boris 
fent the Anicans an ambaflador with a great retinue, 
an efcort of troops, and abundance of trinkets and 
©ther ornaments. They went through great part of 
Samoiedia as far as the Oby, diiplaying their magnifi- 
cence, and diftributing their pceients with fuch libera- 
lity thai the inhabitants were captivated, and confidered 
it as a happinefs to live under fo fplendid a» monarch. 
Several Ruffians were then left to learn their language, 
and feveraJ natives chearfully entered into die fovice of 
the Czar, and coming to Mofcow carried back to their 
countrymen fo transporting an account of the grand 
fpcdtacles therein exhibited,, as induced them readily to 
fubmit to the Ruffian empire, and lubject theml'elves 
to pay an annual tribute, and about ohe year t £9$ they 
became wholly the vafla!s of Ruflia.. 

According, however, to M. Ifbrand Ides, Siberia 
was difeovsred and conouered before that time (i. e. in 
1563) in the reign of Iwanowitz; whereas Samoiedia 
fubmitted not till that of hi:, ion Feodor. As we would 
by no means omit any articl" that may conduce to the 
information of our readers, we (hall prefent them with 
an extract from the author before-mentioned, relative 
to the difcovery and lubjedlion of Siberia. 

He relates, " that after the difcovery of Siberia by 
Anica in 1 563, one Termack Timafeiwitz, at the head 
of a numerous gang of CoflTacks, ravaged all the coun- 
try about the rivers Occa and Volga; that the Czar, 
therefore, frnt a confidcrablc force againit him, and 
©bliged him to retire to the mountains,, which divide 
Jtuma from Siberia. That he croCcd thefe mountains, 
and got into the temiu>ries of M. Strogonoff, whofe 
ftienuffoip he found the means of obtaining, and by 
whofe afliftance he embarked with his banditti on the 
Tagil* and failed down that river bo the place where it 
discharges itfelf into the Tura : that purfmng his com fe 
on this river, he feized upon the city of Tumen, fur- 
prifed Tobollki, made prifoaer the fon of the Chan 
Zutchuin, a youth about twelve years of age, anil lent 
him to Mofcow wirii the offer of" annexing Siberia to 
the Ruffian crown, by which he obtained a pardon, and 
finally, that he was loon after drowned, and the Czar 
Jrnding a number of troops into Siberia, the whole 
country fubmiitud to his arms." 

Siberia is a country of vaft extent, reaching from 50 
to 68 deg. north latitude, and comprehending the moll 
northern part of the Kuihan cm|wre even in Alia. It is 
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bounded on the W. by Ruflia, (ieperated by the ridge 
of mountains reaching from Mount Caucafus to the 
Northern Ocean) on the N. by the Frozen Sea, 0jl 



the E. by the Japanefe Ocean and part of Grcai 
Tartary, and on the S. by the fame. So that it may 
be computed upwards of 3000 miles in length, arui 
about 760 in breadth* 

The northern parts of it are fcarcely habitable thro' 
exceftivc cold. They exhibit nothing but a dreary view 
of impenetiable woods, fnow-topt mountains, f cns , 
lakes and marines, and are fo expofed to bleak winds, 
that the bare idea of diem mult thrill the mind with 
horror. Not a feathered metfenger appears as the 
harbinger of any change of feafon. The natives ate 
obliged to make paflages through heaps of fnow, and 
nine°months in the year paitly fhut up in their cottages. 
Nature, indeed^ exhibits one melancholy fcene, and 
nought is heard but the cries of feme fhuddcring tra- 
vellers in fledges. 

To thefe regions of horror and duftnefs the monarchy 
of Ruflia conlign as exiles thofe grandees who incur 
their difplcafurc; fome for a time prefcribed, others 
for life. Some have a fcanty pittance allowed them, 
others none at aU ; fo that from a ftate of opulence and 
grand eur r they become at once the moil deltkutc and 
abjeft of mortals. They live by the hunt, and are nor 
only compelled to fend an annual tribute of fun s to 
the Czars, but punifhed with releirtlefc cruelty by their 
taflc-mafters who fuperintend them. 

The fouthern are the only parts of Siberia fit for hu- 
man beings to inhabit, where the climate is fomewhat 
mild, and the foil appears capable of cultivation : thu , 
far want of inhabitants, very little of any kind; of grain 
is produced. 

The principal rivers of this country, arc the Jemfen, 
the Oby, and the Lena. They contain, in great quan- 
tities, all the fpecies of fifli that arc found in Europe, 
and many others unknown. 

On the banks of lomc of the rivers, they dig out of 
the ground a furprifing kind of bone refembling ivory, 
which fome infer rauft hare lain there ever fince thr 
flood. This bone, fplit or jawed, exhibits a variety ot 
figures, fuch as birds, flowers, &c. and die longer it 
hath lain on the ground, the greater is the divcrfity. 
Several trinkets are made of this bone; and various 
opinions are entertained of fo rare a curiohty. Hut 
thefe we omic as merely conjectural, and pals to on- 
ferve, that in Siberia are gold, filver, copper, cVc. 
mines j alfo the fopis. lazuli, iafper, and load- Hones. 
The iron ores are excellent; the brown is of a ver/ 
fine grain; and th« load-ftonc acts upon it only after it 
has been calcined. Jrrom the general account of M- 
beria, we now proceed to particulars, beginning witii 
the moft northern part, and proceeding in regular 
dation to Kamtfchatka, little explored by former, hot 
particularly defcribed by our modern navigators. 



SEC T I 6 N IL 
SAMOIEDIA, or SAM OIF DA. 

TUTS is the moft northern province of the RuJImi* 
empire, extending to the Frozen Sea, whi< 
; bounds it on the north. It is divided into Obii»» 
on the weft, and Manaino and I -oppo, eafl of the nvv 
Oby. The Riphaean mountains, that iuriounct w- 
river Pctzora, bound it on the welt.. m , « 

The Samoides, or Samoiedians, (fignitying, jn n» 

Ruffian language, t*<w-<wters t ) are low in } 1 »»» > 
broad llxouldercd, broad faced, flat nofed, wlUl . 
pendant hideous afpects, and iwarthy cornplc^"'^ 
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r „mthe laft particular, naturalifts have obfeived, that 
From the ai 1 or cold in the extreme, have the 

£?Sft« the fkin. The hair of both fexes hangs 

•« r.ill length} and that of the women, which 1 
* ltS L I Wned with red, flips of cloth, and braf 



is 

Waited, is aaorncu w»u. — ffips of cloth, and brafs 
£kets fixed to it. The men have fcarce any beards. 

The drefs of the people confifts, in general, of deer 
(kins, with a fur cap. The mens fur breeches and 
flocking* are all of one piece, and the womens fur pet- 
ticoats defend down the legs, which are covered with 
1 kind of half boots. The drefs of the latter is of dif- 
ferent colours, fits clofeto the body fiom neck to knee, 
and is decorated with flips of red, yellow, and blue 
cloth, woollen lift, or ribbon. On their feet they ge- 
nerally wear long fkaits, with which they glide over 
fnow and ice with wonderful facility. 

Thty live nine months in the year in caves, and make 
fubterraneous paflages for the purpoie of vifiring each 
other. Their light they derive from lamps fed by foe- 
tid fifh oil. . 

Dreary as the regions mult appear to the natives or 

h^p- r climes, the Samoiedians pafs their time in them 
jovially, reading upon cairion, garbage, &:c. which 
they moil relifh when mod tainted. The tents in which 
tin 1 ' live the three fumrrer months in form refemble a 
bee-hive, and are covered with the fkins of the game 
thev kill, which ftinks abominably at a confiderable 
diflancc. They are excellent archers, being trained up 
from their infancy to the life of the bow. 

They are, in general, ftrong, active, healthy, and 
hardy, and, in fome works, toil till they fweat, in this 
cold country. While the weather permits, they wander 
in quell of the be ft game for themfelves, and paflure 
for the rein-deer, their only bead of fervice. They 
travel in Hedges drawn by thefe animals. The fledges 
mcafure about eight feet in length, and about four in 
breadth, and turn up before in the manner of a fkait. 
The rein-deers have a pleafing appearance in harnefs, 
holding their heads fo high, that their horns almoft 
touch their backs. 

Thefe people are very dextrous at catching what is 
r rilled the lea-dog. It is done by crawling upon the ice 
after the animal, with a large hook and line, and throw- 
ing the hook to a convenient diftance, when the animal, 
in endeavouring to avoid the fnare laid for it, generally 
fixes himfclf in it. The creature, however, though 
thus hooked, jumps fometimes into the fea with fuch 
force and violence, as to drag the man into the fea after 
him. From the fea-dog is extracted an oil, and the 

P jh is eaten by the natives. 

IheSamoides believe that there is a Supreme Being, 
•nil they cnll him H.y-ha. Fiom him they think every 
human biefling is derived ; that he is our all -merciful 
a'-n rou.iv.on parent, and will reward thofe with an hap- 
] y ftate heieufter, who live as they ought in this world. 
I'H'Y, however, worfliip the fun, moon, and Mars; 
•"'dam) reverence images, birds, and hearts. They 
I'-'^'titn piiclls, who pretend to be adepts, in the magic 
:u /i v/hm 'ute they ronfult thefe upon various occafions, 
* u > 1* \ ' i .illy deliver their oracular determinations. 



S V. C T I O N III. 



'The Brat pa. 1'be Kamfki. The Bra- 
[jT 1 : ! ^ l •'hornet an Nation on the River Irtifcb. 

y >J'io<> ,»W the ftotgrufi. With the Manners 'and 
'V»»>»l th<r Several Nations. 

Mlve«dd 

v. ha ' 




in the province of Jakuti, or J.ikutzk, 

i 1 .|[i k . I ^ hiuated to the nonh, as well as in other 
(i , ^np.ufs u f Siberia, is fometimes fo intenfe, as to 

v!u)| M ,' U , ,1 > m a h w hours, both men ami beails, 
tt lllri .; j l l ^ r !V t<) k * r V inotc f,om "»y plate of Iheher. It 
•»l i| u .'l.;i a ^V ens ln mr umil l weather, that fome pa us 
^nii^r " n i y artf .aflWUfil with the frofl, in which 
tir a ,i at | 0f ^ vi'i' 1 Wltl1 llVOW immccu " lc,v reiloies the 

W lien, In ieverc weather, the face is lb 



frozen as to lofe all fenfation, the pcrfbn fo affected 
mufl be told of it, as without fuch friendly office mu- 
tually rendered, fatal confequences would enfue. Such 
is the tranfition from cold to heat, that the inhabitants 
in the fummer go almoft naked. Though the earth 
produces neither corn or fruit, beyond the 60th degree 
of latitude, the inhabitants of thofe parts are amply 
fupplied from the fouth : nor do they pine under any 
dearth of fifli, animal food, or fuel, having a fufficiency 
of thefe necefTary artieles. The Jakuti pay very little 
attention to the cultivation of grain, as their chief cm- 
ploy is the hunting animals. 

The capital of the province is Jakutzk, fituate on the 
river Lena, about four hundred miles from the Frozen 
Ocean. 

This nation, one of the moll confiderable of all the 
pagan in the vaft country of Siberia, comprifing, in 
ten tribes, thirty or forty thoufand perfons, is wholly 
fubjecl and tributary to Ruflia. They have an idea of 
a Supreme Being, but the image they form of him is of 
hideous afpeft : it has a big head, and large eyes of co- 
ral. They place it in a tree, and cover it with furs. 
Once a year they aflemble together, and facrifice horfes, 
Sec. to this image, (licking up the horfes heads all 
round the tree. Then fitting down in a circle, they 
drink of a liquor which they call cumifes, and get in- 
toxicated with it. They alio throw fome of the liquor 
into the air, and into a fire which they light on the oc- 
cafion. This ceremony is performed in the fpring/and 
is their new-year's offering. 

Their food is horfe flefh, which they devour with 
equal gull, whether frefh or putrid. They are parti- 
cularly fond of the ufe of tobacco, which they procure 
from the Ruffians. 

Their habitations refemble thofe of the Samoiedians, 
excepting that their fummer huts are in form like a fu- 
gar-loaf, covered with the bark of trees, and curioufly 
wrought with hoi fe-hair. The dead arc generally left 
on the fpot where they expire, and the furvivors feek a 
new habitation. 

Near the lake Baikal are fituated the Bratfki Tartars, 
many of whom attain to a confiderable knowledge in 
mechanics and agriculture. Veniibn and horfe -flefh 
conftitute the chief part of their food, but the latter, in 
general, has the preference. They breed great num- 
bers of horfes, as well as other cattle, infomuch, that, 
by thofe means, many of them po fiefs confiderable pro- 
perty. 

The Kamfki, who refemble, in cufloms and manners, 
the Bratfki, inhabit a part fituated more to the weft- 
ward. 

The vaft defart of Burba, fiom whence the inhabi- 
tants are called Brabinfki, lies ft ill farther to the weft- 
ward. In the fummer they remove to the banks of 
rivers. Their winter habitations, like thofe in general 
of thefe northern climes, are low in the earth; and the 
roofs, which are railed about two or three feer, are co- 
vered with rufhes, or the fkins of animal 1 :. 

As the dreary defart of Barhii is void of fountain or 
river, the common drink of the inhabitants, fnun ijulif- 
pen fable neceffity, is melted fnow. They alio drink 
mares milk, in common with the Tartai s in general. 

The Mahometan nation alon^ t lie liver Irtifch, pof* 
fefs numerous herds and (locks. They ate tributary to 
Ruflia, though under governors of their own countiy, 
Tluir drefs is after the mode of the ancicnr KulUans ; 
and the women have rings pendant from their notes. 

The Ofliocs are fituated farther to the well, their 
country extending not only along the rivers Oby ami 
Jcnifea, but others which difeharge themfelves into 
thofe lull mentioned, Thefe people have no 1 ice, but 
fublifl on fifh, wild fowl, roots, ike. Their Inhibi- 
tions refemble the above defcribed. They iikewile, in 
fummer, repair to the banks of the rivers, and em- 
ploy themfelves in fiflung. 

The fledges of the Oiliocs ;ue diawn by dogs, f air 
of which will draw a fledge, with joulb. weight iijV>n ji, 
fifteen leagues in* a day, What is leiiufkable, the/ 
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have pofls in this country for fledges, as regular as the 
pofts of Europe, with relays of dogs, for travellers to 
change on their journey, at fee diftances. The greater 
hurry a paflTenger is in, the more dogs they employ. 

As to the religion of thefe people, they have fmali 
brazen idols, placed in groves, or on the tops of 
houfes. When they make offerings, they preterit an 
animal to the idol, and one of them puts up the peti- 
tions of thofe who brought the facrifice : he then pierces 
the bead with an arrow, and they all join in killing him. 
Then the animal is drawn round the idol, and fome of 
them fprinkle the blood upon it. They then drefs the 
flelh and eat it, fh outing and rejoicing. 

The Tungufi confift of various tribes, fpread thro' 
different parts of Siberia, and are of the old Scythian 
race. They are divided into three clauses, viz. the 
Konni Tungufi, or thofe who ufe horfes ; the Oleni 
Tungufi, or thofe who ufe rein-deer ; and the Sabatfchi 
Tungufi, or thofe who make ufe of dogs. 

Both fexes of the Sabatfchi Tungufi, who take up 
their refidence between the Lena and the Penfchinflca 
Ocean, go naked in fummer time, except jult having a 
fmall piece of fkin round their waifts. In winter they 
are cloadied with deer (kins. They believe in a fuper- 
intending Providence, but reverence idols of their own 
con ft ruction. They hang their dead upon the branches 
of trees, and burn the bones as loon as the flefii rots off, 
or is devoured by animals. 



SECTION IV. 
THE COUNTRY OF THE TSCHUTSKI. 



Their Weapons, Dr/pofttion, 
md Summer Habitations, 



Perfons, Drefs, Winter 
Cujtoms, Canoes > £s?c. 



WHEN Captain Cook firft made this land, in 
Auguft £778, it was fuppofed by fomc, on board 
the Refolurion, to be a part ot the Ifiand of Alafchka, 
laid down in Mr. Staehlin's map; but, from the ap- 
pearance of the coatl, and other circumftances, it was 
foon conjectured to be rather the country of the Tfchut- 
fki, or the eaftern extremity of Afia, explored by Beer- 
ing in 1728. In admitting this, however, without far- 
ther examination, we mud have pronounced Mr. Sseh- 
iin's map, and his .lecountof the New Northern Archi- 
pelago, to he cither remarkably erroneous, even in la- 
titude, orelfr to be ai»\ere fidtion j a judgement which 
we would not prefume to pafs upon a publication fo 
refpccUbly vouched, without producing the moft deci- 
five proofs. 

This country, lying -on the eaftern coaft of Alia, is 
bounded, on the fouth, by tlie river Anadir, and ex- 
tend* aJonp the more, to the north and north-caft, to 

74 deg. of latitude. 

Uoon Cantain Cook's landing, with a party of our 
people, at dm t>la< e, tliirty or forty men, each of 
whom was aimed with a fpontoon, a bow, and arrow*, 
flood drawn up on an eminence near the houfes. Thice 
of them came down towards the ihore, on the auproarh 
of oiu people, and were fo polite as to pull off their 
caps ami make them low bows. Thoupli this civility 
was rmirned, it did not infpirc rham with furfident 
confidence to wait for their landing j for, the infVant the 
boars put ahW, the natives retired. Captain Cook 
followed t iem alone, without any tiling in hi* toil and, 
by figm and gdhircs, prevailed on them to (W and 
acrept fome trilling prelmts. In return for rhefe, they 
frave him two tox-ikm;, and a couple of fca-hbrfr teeth, 
l^jr captain was of opinion, that they had bt ought thefe 
articles down with them, for the purpofc of prefentinp 
them to htm and that they would have given them him, 
even if thry had expected no return. 

They difcovcrcd manifcli tokens of apprehcnfion and 
fear, intimating their defi re, by A gns , that no more of 
our people M 1 be fulTered to come up. On the cap, 
mr> 5 #yinff mi hand on the ftaonltW^f 



he darted back feveral paces. In proportion as he a j 
vanced, they retreated, always in the attitude of be 
ready to make ufe of their fpears; while thofe on th^ 
eminence were ready to fupport them with their am 
Infenfibly, however, the captain, and two or three™*? 
his companions, introduced themfelvcs among* the r' 
The diftribution of a few beads among fome of tlr* " 
foon created a degree of confidence ^ fo that they v )cre 
not alarmed, when the party was joined by a few more- 
and, in a fhort time, a kind of traffic was. entered into' 
In exchange for tobacco, knives, beads, and other ar- 
ticles, they gave a few arrows, and fome of their^ 
cloathing : but nothing that our people had to offer 
could induce them to part with a fpear or a bow. Thefe 
they held in continual readinefs, never quitting them 
except at one time, when four or five perfons laid theirs 
down, while they favoured our people with a fon<r and a 
dance ; and even then, they placed them in fuch a man- 
ner, that they could lay hold of them in a moment. 

Their arrows were pointed either with (lone or bone 
but very few of them had barbs ; and fome of them had 
a round blunt point- What ufe thefe are applied to 
could not be determined, unlefs it be to kill fmail ani- 
mals without damaging the fkin. 

Their fpontoons, or fpears, were of iron or flee! 
and of European or Afiatic workmanfhip; and confider- 
able pains had been taken to embellifh them with carv- 
ing/and inlayingsof brafs, and of a white metal. Thole 
who ftood with bows and arrows in their hands, hud the 
fpear flung by a leathern ftrap over their right Ihoukkr. 
A leathern quiver, flung over their left fhoulder, fcrvcJ 
to contain arrows; and fome of thefe quivers were ex- 
ceedingly beautiful, being made of red leather, on 
which was very neat embroidery, and other ornaitciifc. 
In this, and fome inftanccs of their cloathing, they gave 
proofs of a degree of ingenuity, not to "be expected 
among the inhabitants of fo northern a region. The 
natives were robuft and well proportioned. No women 
or children, of either fex, were obferved, nor any agrd 
perfons, except one man, whole head was bald, and he 
was the only one who bore no arms : the others feemnl 
to be fclecl men, and rather under than above the mid- 
dle age. The elderly man had a black mark acroft his 
face, which was not perceived in any others. Ail of 
them had their ears perforated, and fome had glajs had . 
hanging to them. Thefe were the only fixed ornament* 
feen about them, for they wore none to their lips. 

The drefs of thefe people confided of a frock, a | *air 
of breeches, a pair of boots, and a pair of glovr;., all 
made of the flcins of deer, dogs, feals, and other ani- 
mals, extremely well drcfled, fomc with the hair or fur 
on, and others without it. Their hair was apparently 
black; but their heads were either fliaved, or their hair 
cutclofe off; and none of them wore beards. 

They have their winter and fummer habitations : the 
former are like a vault, the floor of which is funk belm* 
the furface of the earth. One of them, examined by 
Captain Cook's people, was or an oval figure, about 



m.ui-riiu* 01 me lame Kind. Uvrr this framing, .le- 
vering of Along conrl'c grafs was laid, and that again wtf 

rnvcri'd \k-\tU <mr r i, . iVv »i .... ,*..t.fi/1.> the houir 



covered with earth ; fo that on the out fide 
had the appearance of a little hillock, fupporied 



by 



wall of Hone, of the height of three or four feet, which 
was built round the two fides, and one end. At_fW 
other end of the habitation the earth was raifed flopn^, 
to walk up to the entrance, which was by a hole in "»«" 
top of chc 1 oof, over rbar end. The floor was hoanW 
and under it was a fort of cellar, in which was feen no- 
thing but water. At the end of each houfe was a vault- 
ed room, which was fuppofed to be a ftorc-rooin. 

Their fummer huts were of a tolerable fi/e, a» a 
brought to a kind of point at the top. Slight pole* 
and bones, covered with the (kins of fea-animals, corn- 
pofed the framing. The inlide of one being exaimiw^ 



was a fire-place juft 
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wooden veffcls were deposed all very dirty Their 
hd place* were clofe to the fide, and occupied about 

nehalf of the circuit: fome degree of privacy teemed 
r be obfervcd ; for there were feveral partitions made 
with fkins. The bed and bedding confifted of deer 
fkins, and moft of them were clean and dry. 

When a vifitor comes to fee them, he is always pre- 
fented with the matter of the hut's wife or daughter, 
who hands to him a bafon of her own urine, with 
which the vifitor (if among their own people) wafhes 
his mouth ; and this he is obliged to do, or become 
not looked upon as a friend. 

About the houfes were erected feveral ftages ten or 
twelve feet in height. They were compofed entirely 
of bones, and were apparently intended for drying 
their fifh and fkins, which were thus placed out of the 
reach of their dogs, of which they had great numbers. 
Thefe dogs are of the fox kind, rather large, and of 
different colours, with long foft hair refembling wool. 
Thevarc, in all probability, ufed for the purpofe of 
drawing their fledges in winter ; for it appears that 
they have fledges, as many of them were feen laid up 
\n one of their winter huts. It is likewife not impro- 
bable, that dogs constitute a part of their food, for fe- 
veral lay dead, which had been recently killed. 

The canoes of thefe people refemble thofe of thefe 
northern parts, the form being fimple, but calculated 
for every ufeful purpofe. 

From the large bones of fifli, and other fea animals, 
it appeared, that the fea furnifhed them with die greater 
part of their fubfiftence. The country feemed exceed- 
ing barren, as our people faw not a tree or fhrub. At 
fome diftance towards the weft they obferved a ridge of 

mountains covered with ftiow, that had fallen not lone 
before. 6 

Such of thefe people as live to the northward of the 
Anadir not being under the dominion of the Ruffians, 
are inimical to thofe who are. The Ruffians, indeed,' 
have made many ftrenuous but unfucccistul efforts to 
brine; them under a general fubjedion. 

Our people, on leaving this country, (leered to the 
caftward, in order to make a nearer approach to the 
American coaft j and arriving in their paffage at the 
latitude of 70 deg. 6 min. north, faw an amazing num- 
ber of fea hories on the ice, and as they were in want 
or rrefh proviftons, the boats were difpatched from each 
ftip to procure fome. Nine of thefe animals were 
brought on board the Refolution, which, till this time, 
were fuppofed to have been fea cows, nor would the 
airrerence haye been known, had not two or three men 

1 r h ° had bCen in Greenland, declared what 

t^ 1 ending thii f they fcrved for provifions, and 
tTfaln^at ^ W ' C wh ° ^ n0t ***** thcm 

?ch hVA m i m a fcw da >' s > it becomes rancid, un- 

The \L nn* m Whi ? ftatc !t wiU kce P mi,ch ^ngcr. 
ito ^ riV COarfo l and Wackilb, and has a irrong 

5 lock $f h ? n 1S , a,moft as wdl lM " ^at of a 
lK which L Ch b "r m 8 VCr ^ wcH in ,a, »!«S and their 

about' S ° f Kreat ^"cknels, were very ufeful 

fomenfTi F" t th rt ,S t,me » of a Vl ' r v fmall fize ; even 

cludiTl S l ? r,x , mchc * '» length. Hence it was con- 
Sv if' tIU7 l,ad hltd y *™ old teeth. 

W-V SS t ft fwme, one over the other ; and they roar 
^ vet oi th:i :» ,n tllC D, K ht ' w whe » th « father 
* c '^ f l,r ' ,cw / , , ,c n ° tice of thc 

^Wirver fnl *V . , ^ n,1, ' d c,ifctT « It 

Retime fZ! 2rf, ** r h ° k ' hrrd WtTe at 
Thefe, on t , n l 'T conAantly on the watch. 

lh " were V e xr K** 0t WoTl,d awakc ^ 

dually com„*! • . m ! ami rhc alarm being thus pra- 
w 'y comauiruc^d, the whole herd would pcftmly 
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be awake. However, they were feldom in a hurry to 
get away, before they had been once fired at, Then 
they would fall into the fea, one over the other in the 
utmoft confufion i and, if our people did not happen, 
at the firft difcharge, to kill thofe they fired at, they 
generally loft them, though mortally wounded. 

They did not appear to be fo dangerous as fome au* 
thors have reprefented them, not even when they were 
attacked. They are, indeed, more fo in appearance, 
than in reality. Vaft multitudes of them would follow, 
and come clofe up to the boats i but the flam of a mu- 
fkec in the pan, or even the mere pointing one at them, 
would fend them down in a moment. The female will 
defend her young ones to the very laft, and at the ex- 
pence of her own life, whether upon the ice or in thc 
water. 

There appeared fome linking inftances of parental: 
affection in thefe animals, All of diem, on die ap- 
proach of the boats towards the ice, took their young 
ones under their fins, and attempted to efoape with 
them into the fea. Some, whofe cubs were killed or 
wounded, and left floating upon the furface of the wa- 
ter, rofe again, and carried them down, fometimes juft 
as our men were on the point of taking them into the 
boat j and could be traced bearing them to a confide 
rable diftance through the water, which was ftained with 
their blood. They were afterwards obferved bringing 
them, at intervals, above the furface, as if for air, and 
again plunging under it, with a horrid bellowing. The 
female, in particular, whofe young one had been kil- 
led, and taken iuto the boat, became fo furious, that 
fhe even ftruck her two tulks through the bottom of the 
cutter. 

Nor will the young one quit the dam though fhe has 
been killed ; fo that if you deftroy one you are fure of 
the other. The dam, when in the water, holds her 
young one between her fore fins. 

Why this animal mould be called a fea-horfe is dif- 
ficult to determine, unlefs the word be a corruption of 
the Ruffian name Morje 5 for they do not in tlie leaft 
refemble a horfe. It is, doubtlefs, the lame animal 
that is found in the Gulph of Sc. Lawrence, and there 
called a lea-cow. It is certainly more like a cow than 
a horfe j but this refemblance confifts in nothing but 
the fnout. In lhort, it is an animal not unlike a feal 
but incomparably larger. The length of one of them* 
which was none of the largeft, was nine feet four in. 
ches from the fnout to the tail ; the circumference of 
its body at the moulder was feven feet ten inches 1 its 
circumference near the hinder fins was five feet fix in- 
ches, and the weight of the carcafe, without the head, 
fkin, or entrails, was eight hundred and fifty-four 
pounds. The head weighed forty-one pound* and an 
half, and the fkin two hundred and five pounds. 

Captain Cook's people, in a fhort time, began tore- 
hfh theie animals, fo that the whole ftock they had pro- 
cured was foon expended. 1 



SECTION V. 

Defcriptkn of Toboljki, Neiu>an(koi y romftoy, *nd other 

Places in the Country of Siberia. 

THE capital of this country is Tobolfki It is 
fituated in 58 deg. north latitude, and 6y dci*. 
raft longitude, It contains ahout 1 5,000 inhabitants, 
the greateft part of which art.- Ruffians, or fuch as are 
naturalized Among the latter are feveral Mahometan 
lartars, who moftly live without the city, to avoid in. 
tcrrnption in performing the ceremonies of their rejj. 
gion. 1 hrfc carry on a confuicrable trade up the liver 
Irtiich, and convey merchandize acruik Great Tartary 
quite to Ch,«a. The city is well foi tilled, and main 
tains a Urong garnfon, under die c ommand of thc way- 
wotle, or governor of the province, whofe pieiwa* 
tnve extends almoit throughout Siberia, There w a 
court of equity cftablifccd for the regulation of both 
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civil and military concerns. There is a convent and fe- 
veral churches, as well as an edifice for the refidenceof 
the Mufcovite metropolitan, whole diocefe extends over 
the greateft part of the province. It is, however, to be 
obferved, that, to prevent the governor from pervert- 
ing his power, there is a protector, who ranks next to 
him, but yet is fo far independant of him, that no point 
of equity can be finally decided without his acquicf- 
ccnce. Mod part of the officers, both in the civil and 
military departments of government, are fent hither 
from the cities of Mofcow and Petcrfburg. 

The city of Tobolfki, at the diflance of about an 
Englifh mile, prefents an agreeable view, from the radi- 
ance of a number of fimll ftecples covered with brafsj 
but on a nearer approach the fcene vanrfhesj and the 
only buildings worthy of the Icaft notice are, the pa- 
laces of the governor and archbifhop, the town-hall, 

and a kind of citadel. 

Nciwanfkoi, in the province of Tobolfki, is worthy 
of mention, as having a fort; producing valuable brafs 
and copper urenfil.s, and confiderable iron works in its 
vicinity. 

There is alfo, in the province above mentioned, a 
city called Catherineburg, fituated on the river Ifet, 
and well defended. Here is a church, a (lone building 
for public offices, an arfenal, an exchange, and a cuf- 
tom-houfe. The director of the Siberian mines takes 
up his rcfidence hue, as the central fpot; and the fu- 
buibs are chiefly inhabited by people who toil in the 
mine?;, or are rranfportcd hither on criminal conviction. 
Provifions, in general, are plentiful and cheap. 

In the lame province, on the i iver Tura, to the 
fouthwaid, is a place called Tiumen, where there is a 
ftonc fort j and without it are five hundred houfes, fix 
churches, and a convent. One part of the fuburbs of 
Tiumen contain about two hundred and fifty houfes, 
three flonc churches, and a monaftery. The others are 
inhabited by the Mahometan Tartars and Barbarian:., 
as well as Ruffians, who have a church, as have the 
former a molque. 

Tomfkoy, the capital of a province of that name, is 
* a ftrong frontier place, fituated on the river Tora, and 
containing about two thoufand houfes. In the highefl 
pan of it Hands the calUe, built of wood, with fourteen 
pieces of cannon. Theie are alfo in it a cathedral, a 
court of equity, an arlcr.al, four churches, a monaftery, 
and a nunnery. Provifions abound here, and a consi- 
derable trader, canied on by the inhabitants. 

Narim, the capital alfo of a province of the fame 
name, has a ftrong fortrefs, garrifoned by the coflatks, 
and is fituated on the river Oby. 

Pohem, a town fituated on a river flowing into tlte 
Tobol, is pretty well inhabited, and defended by afortiefs. 

^ The capital of the province of Jenifei is Jenifeifk, a 
city of confide? able trade, containing three churches, a 
mojialreiy, a nunnery, an exchange, and about li ven 
or eight hundred houfes. 

Jrkutfk, the capital of a province of the fame name, 
and ibifhop's lee, is fituated near the river Angaia, and 
defended by a fortrefs. It contains about two thouliit.d 
good hou!«s, furrounded by pallifadoes, and four 
churches, two built with flonc, and two with wood, 

Befoie we Hole this part of our account, we Inall ji.lt 
hint, that there are feveral liuall village:, upon the banks 
of the river Oby, fo fituated as to afford moll plealinjj 
profpec-ls, as well as agreeable fubj« cts for landkapc\ 
1'ioiu among the reft we fhall fckcl Shorfkarfkoi, Pa. 

y,oi\, and Trojesfki, and prefem pcifpcctivc views of 

them in the courfc of our plait*. 

5 K C T I O N VI. 

Of the Ruffian Inhabitants of Siberia, their Genius, 

Manners, Cuftoms, (pV, 

IF it be admitted as a maxim, according to the opinion 
of fome ph»lofophcr% tli :\ x the dirlerenccs obvious 
in vanoua countries, with rcipett to genius, oranoer 



and cufloms, a rife from education, and the differ 
conftitutions of governments, we may eafily acron"' 
for thole of the people we arc about to defcribe, 
pute them, with the utmoffc propriety, to the n r j , ' ;r 
government under which they live. The 
throughout every province and part, whether in j ^1 <,.."! 
orAiia, have an evident fimihirity of genius <, ,- ; " 
and cuftoms, agreeable to the argument ufed upon u 
occafion. 

Thefe people, as the conftitution tends to opprefs 
and keep them under flavery and miiery, feern addifrcj 
to many views. From the extreme rigour of their 0' 
mate, they are fliut up in hovels the greateft pan nfnV 
year; and, through the prevalence of Jloth and k]l c 
nefs, live in a manner filthy beyond coiicep ion. 'flv 
(tench and inconvenience of thefe hovels n ull i' y > 
greatly augmented by their being compelled, rl'ioujM, 
the inclemency of the weather, to exclude the frein an 
notwithstanding which difad vantage, the natives, m : «o * 
neral, are robuit, mufcular, and live to a sicaevje. v a 
mortality, indeed, prevails among the chihtrcn* n.inj 
cularly thofe of the common people, of whole fining 
fcarcelyoi.c third partis ever preferved. Tin, is in, 
puted to the deftructive cfiecls of the fmall pox, f ( - \ VVs 
and other dileafes, infomuch, that it is the co:i.*u:t:h / 
opinion of travellers, that unlefs fome meafui i j i , mjo- {' 
ed to flop their progrefs, the human fpecks in usLspu; 
of the work! will loon be nearly extinct. 

The features of the women in general of this on- 
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try are not dii agree able, though panKin; 
by all ranks and apes. The women or' 'i obo'Jki 
re]>refented as excelling both in features an I t . , 
plexion; as captivating in their looks, and nm.'.Oi". m 
their mode of drefs, having eyes black and Lu ;mi!Vi::-, 
and adopting a mode of head-drefs both <.>].. :c n: an : 
ornamental. T hey obferve a diitinction in p t 
age; the elder women following the Ruiiian 
and the younger wearing a Ruffian robe in the muni:- r 
of the Polanders. 

Their hair hangs down from each fide, o. Ivhirid , 
their ca])s are flrait, adorned with fringes m «de of nun 
the produce of the place, and cnrioi.il y int. rwrn-p, 

Their principal houfhold furniture confill . in the'*- 
beds, of which pcrfons of rank in Tobollki have lei - 
dom more than two, one for the hufband and. wife, tic 
other for the children, the reft of the fam ly lkcpin^, 
promifcuoully upon benches <a mats. 

That fpecics of refined love which feenv, to iiidiii f 'r , ':!h 
the natives of our clime is Ik re ncidur Lno\»ii or f»u, 
as the lavage breafl cannot be fufcepii'bl': (4 
women are patirnt under tiie corrtdtion oi r'.cr \'>.<i\f 
hufbands; and fiwh is th- pievalence ol'ctulo n •»«. \.u- 
nuinners of thefe j-« )ple, i li.it tliey aie i e;u <. ;l . i • d .in 
c<Airting ti.v- h.u.il ol' chall ifemn.i, as a token a: id i iu: 
cation i)f allecti«»n. No wonder, then, iliat the h>U'' 
lex aic tre.imtl ld<r Haves, and affigned the uudi nn.n.r 
anil feivilc offuts, wluie every delicate fentin.ent is 
baniilu-d, and ihe difpnfuion of the native i» as m<;V-"l 
ai the i 1 in ia ( < *. 

Notwithll mdir.r flu* ioup;h behaviour of die ir.J n . i 
gcmral rov. : t ro-; i i ; i • : i wives, they treat their dau >im - 
with piea: indulpi-iii e. Though they think theaiun 
lion <>: ruan'.eo! v.u m-n fhould be wholly enn i o'^ u hv 
their hnlb.unis, thev li n.t of the propriety ol ailouM.;', 
a liLence to gh 1*,, in o..ier to afford them an opp.MU'" 1 - 
ty ol b(.coni;ni' ui\e, ; and the young females I. Idnui 
iK-giect tn a\ ol ila mil 1 v t s of the indulf.eiu e. 

A'lion.i; tie: liberties allov.ed the youiu. 1 , women 

this eountiy, i. tl.it of d.i:.-.uirr. Both lexes am vei v 

expert in iheie e-esci'aj, and frequently exceed die 

bounds of deceruy and moderation both in cxprcllioMS 
and jTciluri's. 'l'liey have alio other modes of amuk- 
ment, as fwinp/inj; upon [Links balanceil aciols bean. 4 , 
and puttinir then, f l\ e.» into mimic and |_MotcU|ur p<»- 
flures, many t«*tuhnjr to J. tli ivious purpofes, and cvim> 
'mi* a total diflblut enefs of manners. 

In a country where the inhabitants are contracted in 
their ideas, tnilaved in mind and per fan, and debarred 

1 i\ux 



ASIA.] . ... , 

u t freedom of word- and a&on, <*hidi conftitutts . du. , 
S happinefs of a Briton, .thcpleafures of iocxcty 
g Sndftip can be little known. In Siberia, there- . 
jnd InenQinip^ principles of refervednefs npqft-. 

fore ' fi the mind is rendered as callous as the .body; 
'/ P lTneither he one or the other can be duly im- 
prefi by principles of humanity, the grand bafis of 

^I'tlTnhabitants in general of Siberia profefsthe 
i;tCm of the Greek church, and are bigotted in the 
time to its rites and ceremonies, they are addicted 
to various fpecies of vice and immorality. Not only a 
general ignorance prevails among the clergy, but a pro- 
g fitv to libertinifm and inebriation. But as there are 
11 rules without exception, and a whole body Ihould 
b v no means incur cenfure or od.um from a d.fagreeable 
reprefentation of a party, we are bound, in juftice 
and candour, to obferve, that there are among them 
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men of literary abilities, and irreproachable characters- 
The depravity and ignorance of the facerdotal order 
of tfcss people may arife from their want of education, 
as the higher rank here never enter ihto the priefthotfd, 
fo that there is no intermediate ft ate in the body of ec- 
clefiaftics; it being compofed of the coirwnbn people, 
or- the fons of the clergy, who are too frequently the 
molt diflblute. 

Haying given this concife defcription of the genius, 
manners, and cuftoms, of the inhabitants of the dreary 
clime of Siberia, we fhall clofe a fcene that cannot but 
thrill the foul with horror, and excite in the breafts of 
all whofe lot is caft upon a fpot fertile, free, and focial, 
the warmeft emotions of gratitude to the grand difpofer 
of all things, and will, we truft, infpire fuch fentiments 
and influence to fuch practices, as the knowledge of men 
and things, the grand aim of all literary purfuits, natu- 
rally tends to promote. > 
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SECTION I. 

General Jc count, Geographical De/cription, Rivers, Soil, 

and Climate. 

THE peninfula called Kamfchatka is bounded, on 
the eaft, by that part of the ocean which feparate's 
in from America j on the weft, by the Tea of Okotflc ; 
on the north, by the country of the Koriacks ; and on 
the fouth, by the Northern Pacific Ocean. It is di- 
vided into two parts by a chain of hills ftretching from 
north to fouth, and from which many rivers derive their 
fource, and difcharge themfelves into the Pacific 
Ocean, and the fea of Okotik. Its latitude is from 
52 deg. to 65 deg. north ; and its longitude 156 deg. 
45min. eaft; that is from its fouthern extremity, which 
is Cape Lopatka, fo denominated from a word fignifying 
the blade-bone of a man, to which it is thought by fome 
to bear a refemblance. According to the lute difcove- 
ries, the form and fliape of this peninfula is like that of 
a flioe, widening from the toe towards the middle, and 
narrowing towards the heel, an ifthmus, lying between 
thcgulph of Olutorfk and the gulph of Penflunk, con- 
necting it with the continent. Its greateft breadth, ex- 
tending from the river Tigil to that of Kamfchatka, is 
computed at 236 miles, from whence it contracts by 
degrees towards each extremity. 

It has many rivers, but the principal are the Awatfka, 
fhe Kamfchatka, and Bolchoireka. The firft derives 
|U lource from the mountains fituated between the 
Kolchoireka and aids confiderable river called the Bif- 
ida, and maintaining a courfe of one hundred miles, 
from north-weft to iouth-caft, falls into the bay of 
Awatfka. The river Kamfchatka, after winding about 
three hundred miles from fouth to north, veers about 
totheeaftward,and in that courfe empties itfclf into the 
wean. Thr Bolchoireka, or Great River, fo called 
Horn bokboia, fignifying great, and reka % a river, dif- 

f l T S u into the fca Ok°tfk, and is navigable 
»r the Ruffian galliots, for the fpacc of upwards of five 

J-^Hies. The Takes in this country are cxtenfive and 
numerous. 

rt o fpea to thc foil > diinarc, natives, manners, 
ml i 9 &c ' of this P art of the globe, the moft accu- 
r . afn l ),c ac count is evidently comnrifed in that 



which t Hlrnal of thc voyage to the Pacific Ocean, 
CatirnL 0 ^ . dcmifc of thc ingenious but unfortunate 
thffiL C °° k » was writtcn b Y Captain King. This, 

as moft minute and circumftantial, as well as 
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more conducive to the information and entertainment 
of our readers, will be our main directory in the courfe 
of the pre fen t defcription. 

. Captain King obferves, that, from the firft view of 
the vegetable productions of this northern clime, he was 
induced to pronounce it barren in the extreme * as, af- 
ter feveral refearches, upon divers oecafions, he could 
not defcry the fmalleft track that exhibited the verdure 
of what, in England, is called a good green turf, or 
feemed capable of cultivation, for the purpofe either of 
grain or pafturage.. The whole vegetable profpect 
feemed confined to ftunted trees; and the whole country 
itfelf to refemble Newfoundland, more than any other 
hitherto obferved. 

After this melancholy view, the gloom was difperfed 
on feeing, at a place called Paratounca, feveral ftacks 
of fweet and fine looking hay. Information was re- 
ceived from a Ruffian officer, that many parts of the 
peninfula, particularly ihc banks of the river Kamf- 
chatka, were fo fertile as to produce grafs of confides 
able growth, which they cut twice in the courfe of the 
funnrerj and moreover, that die hay was of a nutri- 
tive quality, and particularly adapted to pafturage. 
This information, indeed, was confirmed by the fizc 
and fatnefs of feveral heads of cattle that were fent for 
the fupply of the Britifh mariners j and it was particu- 
larly noticed, that the firft fupply arrived at the clofe of 
the winter, and therefore diat the ground being then 
not freed from the fnow, the hay had been the only food 
of the cattle for the feven preceding months. 

Agreeable to this defcription, Krafcbeninicofo a Ruf- 
fian traveller, affirms, that there is no part of the coun- 
try fo fertile, as that which borders on the river Kamf- 
chatka, inferring, from experiments made in the cul- 
tivation of divers fpecies of grain in that neighbourhood, 
its fuperiority in point of foil and climate, to die nor- 
thern and fouthern parts, fince it yielded a very extra- 
ordinary increafe. The fertility of this particular fpot 
has been attributed to its fit nation, being in the wi cleft 
part of die peninfula, and of courfe more remote from 
the fea. 

Our Britifli navigators explored this country the be- 
ginning of May 1779, when a deep fnow covered the 
whole face of it, and rendered abortive every attempt of 
the men to cut wood, for the moft neceffary ptirpofes 
of firing and food. On the 12th the thaw began to ad- 
vance greatly, and facilitate their efforts. The fnow 
was then melted from fome places on thr fides of the 
hills, and, by the beginning of June, the low lands 
were in general freed from it. Towards the middle 
of Auguft, vegetation here itemed to be in the higheft 

f ( perfection* 
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Derfedion ; during the remainder of which month, and 
Kghou^ September, the weather was mild, though 
Salable. But October no fooncr came in, than the 
new Fallen fnow overfpread the hills, as an omen of the 
return of that inclement feafon peculiar to the dime.; 

Soring cannot be admitted into the account of its 
feafons; nor can fummer be (aid to contain a fpacfc lon- 
ger than from the middle of June to the middle of Sep- 
tember: while autumn is confined to October alone; 
and Hern winter engroffes the whole from that period 

to the middle of June. 

So rigorous is this climate, and fo intenfe the cold, 
that our (hips were frequently doled in with fohd mafTes 
of ice, to which they could perceive no limits from the 

01 Th<T principal town of Kamfchatka is Bolcherctfk, 
the refidence of the Ruffian Governor. It is fituated 
in a low fwampy plain, extending to the fea of Okotfk. 
It lies north of the river Bolchoireka, and in a penin- 
fula, which has been feparated from the continent by a 
large canal* 
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SECTION III. 1 

Natural Uiftory. Volcanos. Hot Springs. ' Productions, 

Vegetable, Animal, Mineral, &c. 

IN Kamfchatka there are many volcanos, but only 
three deferving of notice. The firft is that of 
Awatfka, to the northward of the bay of that name. It 
is a ridge of hills, the bale of which extends to the bay. 
The middle is of an amphitheatrical form, the fummits 
are fpiral, and cannot be viewed without amazement 
and horror. They always emit fmoke, but felclom fire, 
in the fummer of the year 1737 was a terrible eruption 
of this volcano, which, for one day, emitted fmoke, 
and cinders weighing near two pounds. It was fol- 
lowed by a tremendous earthquake in the enfuing Octo- 
ber, which, in a very fhort fpace of time, was attended 
with the moft alarming and deftructive effects to the in- 
habitants. 

The fecond volcano 1 flues from mountains fituated 
between the river of Kamfchatka and that of Tobolflci. 
That from the fummit of which the eruption proceeds 
is lofty, and terminates in fpiral rocks. Nothing hap- 
pened remarkable concerning this volcano, tiM the year 
1739, when it ifllied a torrent of flames, that deffroyed 
alf the neighbouring country. The Ruffian traveller 
KraflcheninicofF, relates, rhat the eruption was preceded 
by a rumbling noife in uV woods, which he thought 
threatened a dreadful (lorn?,, till three diftinct fhocks, 
at intervals of about a minute each, convinced him of 
the real caufe, as well as obstructed the profecutlon of 
a journey he had undertaken. 

The third volcano ifliies from the top of the higheft 
mountain in the peninfula of Kamfchatka. It emits 
continually a com buftible fmoak, and fometimes large 
cinders. The moft remarkable eruption began Sep- 
tember the 35th, 1732, and continued a week, which, 
with an carthauake that followed it, produced fuch vio- 
lent and dreadful eft efts, as are ftill remembered' with 
horror by fome of the inhabitants. 

There are many hot fprings in this country, but one 
of them is very remarkable. It is fituated at a fmall 
diftnnce fiom a village called Natcheekin. There 
arifes a fleam from it, as from a boiling cauldron; ami 
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ameter, is formed by the main fpring befldes which, 
there are feveral fprinps, of eqmd heat, in rlit- adjacent 
ground; by which means the whole fpot, confining of 
about an ai re, was fo very hot, that it was impoIliMe 
to remain two minutes in she fame place. 

Our people were informed by the natives, that great 
cures had been effected by this bath, in rhcumatifms, 
fcorbutrc ulcers, fwelled and contracted joints, and 
many other dilbrdcis. Where diete fprings flow, the 
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ground is on a genf le afce'rft, having a green hiil 0 f 2 
moderate fize behind it. Some plants feemed tothr 
here with great luxuriance, amongft which was the wild 
garlick. 

There is a mountain fituated near a river called 
Paiid>a, from the fummit of which falls a cataract of 
boiling water with a tremendous notfe. Thence pro. 
cecding for a confiderable fpace, it bubbles up the 
height of a foot, till it is difcharged into feveral lakes 
upon which are many i Hands. This mountain produces 
ftones of colours beautifully variegated, which, though 
the mere effect of the operation of the different power* 
of heat, humidity, and friction, are held in high eftu 
matLon by the natives. 

In this peninfula is choice of timber, adapted to va- 
rious purpofes ; fhrubs of divers kinds* and feveral ex- 
cellent plants of medicinal qualities. Of the chief of 
thefe we fhall treat diitvnctly, according to the tenor of" 
the directory we hold in view. 

The trees, of which the nature, qualities, and nil, 
are particularly mentioned, are the birch and the aide;. 
The bark of the lift is ufed for ftaining leather. Of the 
birch, which, according to the account of our lateft cir- 
cumnavigators, was the moft common that came under 
their notice, they obferved three kinds. Two of them 
are fit for timber, and vary only in the texture and co- 
lour of the bark. The third is low in ftasure. The natives 
convert this tree to a dlverfity of purpofes. They drink, 
without mixture, the liquor which it yields, on tapping, 
in great abundance : and our countrymen,, upon trial, 
found it pleafant and refrefliing, but rattier purgative. 
Veflels% appropriated to domeftic ufes in general, are- 
made of the bark j and of the wood are formed their 
fledges and canoes. 

Various are the fhrubs of this country, and as va- 
rious their productions. There are die- juniper, the 
mountain-am, the wild rofe-trer, the rafberry hufli, 
together with a variety of other bulhes, bearing blue- 
berries of two kinds, oval and round, partridge-berries, 
cran-berries, crow- berries, and black-berries, which the 
natives pluck at proper feafons, and prefer ve by boiling 
diem into a confidence, but without fugar. Thefe 
berries form a confiderable part of their winter flore/ 
and afford a fauce to their dried ar.d fait fifh. They are 
powerful correctives of this faline food', fakitary in ma- 
ay other refpects, and afford a decoction for their com- 
mon drink. 

Wild celery, angelica, chervil, garlick, onions, wit;* 
other wholefome productions of the vegetable kind, 
were likewife difcovered upon this fpotj and fcattered 
here and there good turnips and turnip-radiflies. Tho 
this appeared the utmoft extent of what may be called 
the garden culture, it is thence reafonable to infer, that 
many common and ufeful articles, fuch as carrots, 
parfnips, beet, and the like, as well as potatoes, ini^hr 
be railed on the fame foil, and in the fame degree of 
perfection. 

As the above account of vegetable productions is 
confined to the particular fpots that fell within the no- 
tice of the navigators under immediate confederation, it 
is proper to obfeive, that the cultivation of gardens rs 
more generally and fedulou fly attended to in the neigh- 
bourhood of die river Kamfchatka, the mofl fertile pint 
of the country, (as before obferved,) and evidently win* 
very confiderable advantage. But we pafs on to the 
description of two plants, which, from dieir lingular 
utility, mult not be unnoticed. Of thefe the fnitt ih 
called by the natives Jar ana. The (tern, which is alrour 
the fr/e of that of the tulip, and rifes about the heu;M 
of five inches, is of a purple colour towards the bottom, 
and green higher up. There fprouts from it two tier, 
of leaves, of an oval ihape - t the ltAver confilling of thrn 
leaves, the uppcrmolt of four, in the form of il< 7° s ; 
A fmp.le flower, of a dark red colour, like that of t • 
lurciUus, only much (mailer, grows from the top ol 
ilalk. The loot- is bulbous, and reiemhles, in U«» ; 
that of garlick, beintf much of the fame fi/c, but nv"^ 

round, and havin- likewife four or five dove* bang m„ 
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The plant fprings up without culture, and 
, . nVntv. It is the province of the women 
iS Ser beginn/g of Auguft, dry them 

to gamer > „ rc ferve them for the winter s provifion. 
^hSft Sometimes proving fcanty fuggefted a rc- 
T , Z the fintrular bounty of Providence towards thefe 
^1 as it wa S s obfervable, that thofe fl-afons in which 
^foiled of a complete fupply of Jarana, were ever 
S favourable for fifhing ; and, on the contrary, that 
ufiriencv in the latter inftance, was always compen- 
Ated by a redundance in the former The farana is 
r i ;n rookery, and various ways : being baked and 

"red it is a good fobftitute for meal of every kind- 
powderet , u « & | _„uu a,,^,^. ™^ A^, 

It 

OnXmU and makes an efiential pare of i 
StriJS as it does of thofe of Kamchatka. 

The other plant which merits particular attention is 
rilled the fweet-grafs. It fell under the obfervation of 
our navicators in the month of May, being then about 
the height of a foot and an half, covered with a white 
down, 'refembling the hoar-froft, and eafily fliaken off. 
The tafte was very fweet, though warm and pungent. 
The ftilk is hollow, and confifts of four joints, from 
each of which fpring large leaves. It is fix feet high 
when in a date of maturity. . . 

The natives formerly ufed this plant chiefly in 
cookery; but fince the country became fubject to the 
Ruffians, it has been converted to the purpofe of dif- 
tillation. Having been collected and duly prepared 
by the women, the fpirit is extracted from it by the fol- 
lowing procefs. They firft fteep bundles of it in hot 
water^ then ferment it in a veilel, by means of the ber- 
ries of the gimoloft, or of the golu'biffa, being careful 
to clofe up the porous parts of the veifel, and keep it 
in a warm place during the time of fermentation, which 
is generally attended with a confiderable noife, and agi- 
tation of the vefTel which contains it. Having drawn 
off the firft liquor, they pour on more hot, and proceed 
to a fecond fermentation in the fame manner. This 
done, both herbs and liquor are put into a copper ftill, 
and the fpirit is extracted by the ufual mode of diftiila- 
tion. The liquor thus produced is as ftrong as any of 
our fpirit, and called by the natives raka. 

Notwithftanding, from what has been obferved, it 
may be prefumed, that the cultivation of this peninfula 
might be fo improved, as to conduce more eifentially 
to the benefit of the inhabitants than in its piefent date, 
it mull be acknowledged, that its opulence confifts in 
the animals it produces, and that no labour is ib bene- 
ficial to them, as that of their furrieries ; fo that we 
proceed to a defcription of the animals that refpectively 
furnilh the fame. 

The country abounds with foxes, which are of differ- 
ent colours, and the moft general objects of purfuit. 
Their fur is fuperior in quality to thole in any other 
part of Siberia or all America. The dnrk-chvihut and 
blue- breaded foxes are in general fo crafty as to elude 
the artifices of the hunters, their fagacity exceeding that 
of the other fpecies. Bows ami arrowy were ufed in the 
chace by the Kamfchadales, before the Ruffians vifited 
their country i but fince they introduced fiie-arms, al- 
moll every individual is furniihed with a rifle-barrel 
gun, which, though they are by no means expert mai kf- 
mcn, are found much fuperior to the former weapons 
of the chace. 

1 he grand fource of wealth of this peninfula may 
laid to be derived from the ziMme M or fable. Thofe 

I n 111 * " Car t,ie rivers Tigil and Ouka are deemed the 
bed. They are fold at a high price, and exceed thofe 
oI an Y other part of the globe. The flefli is eitcemed 
very delicate food by the natives. In hunting for thefe 
animals is ufed a rifle-barrel gun, to ihoot them on the 
I'w* a . nct t0 Surround the hollow trees in which they 
•ike refuge . and a number of bricks put heated into 
me cavities to fmoak them out. 

According to the account of our late ft navigators, the 
J oa/ > or ^mine, is not much valued, and neglected by 
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die hunters becaufe the fur is deemed but ordinary. 
The fur of the gu/o, or glutton, is here held in the 
higheft eftimation, and confidered by the natives as the 
principal ornament of their attire. 

There are black and white bears ; the firft are very 
common: It is obferved by travellers, that thefe ani- 
mals never attack a man, unlefs they find him afleep, 
when they tear the fcalp off the back part of his head, 
and lbmetimes deftroy him. Their lk ins are converted 
to divers purpofes of drefs and furniture, and their flefh 
confidered as a delicious repaft. 

Two white bears appearing in the water, ibme of our 
people immediately purfued them in the jolly boat^ atid 
were fo fortunate as to kill them both. The larger one, 
which was in all probability the dam of the younger, 
being (hot, the Other would not leave it, though it might 
have efcaped with eafe on the ice, while the men were 
re-loading their mulkets; but continued fwimming 
about till, after having been feveral times fired upon* 
it was mot dead. The length of the larger one, from 
the fnout to the end of the tail, was feven feet two in- 
ches; its circumference, near the fore legs; was four 
feet ten inches ; the height of the fhouldcrs was four feet 
three inches ; and the breadth of the fore-paw was ten 
inches. The weight of its four quarters was four hun- 
dred and thirty-fix pounds. The four quarters of the 
fmalleft weighed two hundred and fifty-fix pounds. 

Thefe animals furnifhed fbme good meals of frelTi 
meat. Their flefli, indeed, had a ftrong fifhy tafte, 
but was infinitely fuperior to that of the fea-horfe ; 
which, however, our people were perfuaded, with no 
great difficulty, to prefer to their faked provilions. 

In the forefts are wolves, as well as lynxes, boars, 
elks, and a kind of flag refembling the fallow-deer. 
There is alfo the rein-deer, both wild and tame, in fe- 
veral parts of the peninfula; and it has been deemed 
matter of wonder, that the inhabitants have never, after 
the example of their neighbours to the north and eafl- 
ward, availed themfclves of thefe animals for the con- 
venience of carriage. The only lpecious caufe that can 
be aftigned is, that their dogs are of great utility in 
drawing their fledges over the mow ; nor. do they fcarce- 
ly ever lofe their way in the mo ft fevere and gloomy 
feafon. Towards the end of May they are rclcafed 
from their labour, and left to provide for themfelves 
during the fummer; and what appears extraordinary, as 
foon as the fnow begins to fall, they return to their re- 
fpective owners. Their winter food confifts entirely of 
the head, entrails, and back-bones of falmon, which 
are referved and dried for the purpofe. They are re- 
markable for being of extraordinary fize and ftrength. 

The earlefs marmot, or mountain rat, is a beautiful 
creature, much fmaller than a fquirrel, anil, like that 
animal, feeds upon roots and berries, fitting upon its 
hind legs whilft it eats, and holding the food to its mouth 
with the paw. I,ikc the plumage of fomc birds, when 
it is viewed indifferent lights, it appears to be of various 
colours. 

The laft animal we (hall mention is the <ir%ali % or wild 
mountain -(heep, with which, though fuppoled unknown 
in Europe (oxcept in Corfica and Sardinia) this country 
abounds. In (kin it refembles the deer ; but in gait 
and general appearance the goat. The horns are re- 
markable, being not only twilled, but weighing, , when 
at full growth, from twenty-five to thirty pounds, 
which, in running, the animal refts upon its back. 
They are converted to divers neccflary ufes, and parti - 
cula: ly fpoons, cups, and platters. Their flelh affords 
very agreeable and nourilhing food. 

Kamfchatka^bounds with birds of various kinds, as 
eagles, hawks, pelicans, fwans, geefe, widgeons, ducks, 
cuikows, magpies, fnip.es, partridges, &c. There is 
alfo a great variety of fea-fowl on the coaft and bays of 
this country: as, the fea-eagle, and a kind of wild 
duck of beautiful pi \ image \ ic has a molt lingular cry, 
fo exprellive and melodious, that a mufical traveller 
took a fcale fiom it, adapted to the word a-an-gitchc % 
ajianie. given by the natives to exprelii ics> cry. ~ 

i Avoiding 
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According to the Ruffian voyagers a great variety 
of amphibious animals are found on this coaft. J. here 
ig the fca-cow, of prodigious length, and immcnfe 
bulk, with a fkin almoft impenetrable. The flefn, 
when young, is agreeable to the palate. This animal 
is caught by an iron hook (truck into it by fome men 
in a fmall veflel, after which it is drawn gradually to 
the land by a rope held by people on fhore, while, thole 
in the veflel tear the creature with inftruments in feve- 
ral parti of the body till it expires. There are alfo fea- 
hortes and fea- cats. Of the latter the male and female 
differ fo much in form , . 

betaken for different animals- . The. male is of hide- 
ous afpect, and ferocious in the extreme ; the female, 
mild, inoffenfivc and timid. 

The Bay of Awatfka abounds with feals, which are 
taken by various artifices. They are faid to purfue the 
fifh which are their prey into frefh water, and to be 
found in mod lakes near the fea. 

Sea otters are faid to have abounded formerly in this 
peninfula j but finCe the Ruffians have opened a trade 
for their (kins to China, where they fetch a very high 
price, by thofc means the country is almoft clear of 
them. 

The grand article of life in this peninfula Is fifh, 
with which it is fupplied in fo abundant a degree as to 
merit the appellation of the " ftafF of life." They 
derive, indeed, very falutary effects from divers whole- 
fome roots and berries, that aft as correctives of thofe 
ptitrefcent qualities with which their dried fifh mult be 
neccflarily attended. Here are whales from feven to 
fifte en fathom long, which are converted to a variety of 
ufes. The fkin anfwers the fame purpofes as leather 
docs in England, being appropriated to making fhoes, 
ftraps thongs, and other neceflary articles. They eat 
the ficfh and prefer ve the fat for culinary ufes, and the 
fupply of their lamps. In fhort, the whifkers, bones, 
entrails, nerves, veins, and other parts, have their par- 
ticular ufes, as proofs of the bounty of Providence dis- 
played in every quarter of the globe. 

They have valt quantities of excellent flat fifh of di- 
vers kinds, as alfo trout and herrings. The latter, 
aboirt the clofc of May, fwarm upon the coaft, but do 
not remain long. The cod feafon comes in with the 
month of June, and that fifh ferves for a winter ftore. 
But the chief dependance of the natives of Kamfchatka 
is the falmon fifhery. Of this delicate ftfh naturalifts 
inform us, there are all the different fpeeies to be found 
on the coaft. They are in great variety with refpect to 
fize and colour, and each diftinct fpeeies is confined to 
the fame river in which they were bred. The Kamf- 
chadales hold the falmon in a degree of veneration, and 
we are informed by our voyagers, that when thev pre- 
sented them with one of the firft caught in the feafon, 
they were given to underftand, it was the greateft com- 
piirmnt they could poffibly pay them. The ftore fal- 
mon is moilly dried, but rarely faked. It is eaten ei- 
rhrr whole or reduced to powder, and in each ftate is 
agreeable to the, palate. The head, entrails, bones, &c. 
are referved for the winter provifion of the dogs, which, 
in that inclement feafon, draw their fledges, it is to be 
observed, that (hoala of fifli harbour in the different ri- 
vers of Kamfchatka during this feafon, which, when the 
ice begins to break, attempt to get to fen. But the 
native* watch the opportunity, and take great numbers 
in nets prepared for the purpole 1 fome they dry and 
n fei ve lor food, and from others they extract oil, which 
they appropriate to divers neceffliry purpofes. 

With refpect to infects, there are clouds of locufts, 
gnats, and dragon flics. The latter 0bai\y annoy the 
inhabitants. 
In 



many naits of thfs 
copper have been difcovercd, The iron ore has been 
found to be compact, of a yellow hue tinged with red, 
and in tome parts black, metallic particles have been 
obferyed more compact than the reft of the ore. The 
ore, in its crude ftate, could not be attracted by thfc 
load Hone, but became fo, in a fmall.degrec wh*i cal- 



cined. The copper mines are, in moft refpefts, [\kt 
fome of thofe on the Raphaean mountains, the ore be 
ing of a beautiful colour, and capable of being polifhed 
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Of the 



i their origin, difcovery, numbers and 
prefent ftate. Ruffian commerce. 



THE people now inhabiting Kamfchatka may he 
conhdered as forming three diftinct nations. Th c 
natives, or Kamfchadales^ who dwell in the fouthern 
part of the peninfula 5 the Koreki, who inhabit the nor- 
thern part i and the Ku riles, who^ occupy die iflands 
extending fbuthward of Japan. 

An ingenious traveller, fome time refident in this 
country, after much investigation, affirms, that the 
true Kamfchadales have, for many ages, peopled this 
peninfula, and that they derived their origin from the 
Mungalians. 

The firft difcovery of Kamfchatka is attributed to 
Feodot Alexeieff, a Ruffian merchant, who, in company 
with feven other veflels, failed neatly round the penin- 
fula of the Tfchutfki about the year 1648. It is faid, 
that lofing fight of the reft in a ftorm, he was driven 
by ftrefs of weather upon the coaft of Kamfchatka, 
where he wintered, and that the enfuing dimmer he 
failed about die promontory of Lopatka into the fea of 
Okotfk, and entered the mouth of the TigH, but that 
he and his companions were cut off in attempting to 
pafs from thence by land to the Anadirfk. As thefe 
difcoverers, however, did not furvive the attempt, and 
could not poffibly make any report of their tran facti- 
ons, Volodimir AtlaffbfF, a Coflack, ftands for the 
firft acknowledged difcovercr of this peninfula. 

Being fent from the fort of Jakutfk in the year 1697 
as commifTary from the Ruflfians. for the pnrpofc of ex- 
ploring and fubjecting thefe remote countries, he pene- 
trated, in the year 1699, into the heart of die penin- 
fula, gained the Tigil, and having exacted a tribute of 
furs, crofied from thence to the river Kamfchatka, on 
which he built a town called Verchenei, where he left 
a garrifon of fixteen CofTacks, and returned to the fort 
of Jakutfk in 1700, with an immenfe tribute of the 
choiceft furs. 

At length AtlaffbfF fell into difgrace, was feized on 
at Jakutfk, and thrown into prifon, in confequencc of 
a remonftrance to the Ruffian court from the propri- 
etors of a bark laden with Chinefe merchandife, which 
he had met with on the river Tungufki, and pillaged. 

During his confinement feveral commiflarirs were 
fent into Kamfchatka with various fuccefs, till at length, 
in 1706, he was reinftated in his command, and being 
fent upon a fecond expedition to Kamfchatka, perverted 
the power vefteti in him, and by acts of complicated 
cruelty and injullice not only excited the averfion of the 
people to their governors in general, but caufed his 
own CofTacks to mutiny, and infift on the appointment 
of another commander. The CofTacks having gained 
their point in the degradation of their countryman, not 
only feized upon his effects, but proceeded to a general 
plunder, laid afide all rcftraint, and baffled all the ef- 
forts of fuccccdinj; commanders to reduce them to mi- 
litary difcipline. Thiee of thefe were aflaffinated, and 
the CofTacks fpurning the Ruffian government, plun- 
dered and maflucrcd the natives at plcafurc, fo that me 
country, from that period, exhibited one fccne of blood - 
fhed, and revolts, between parties efpouflng different 
intcrefts, till the grand revolt of thu Kamfchadales in 
the year 1711. 

Notwithstanding the fuppreflion of the rebellion 
tended greatly to depopulate the country, according to 
information received by our lateft voyagers, it became, 
In procefs of time, more populous than ever, till, in 
the year 1767, the fmall -pox raged with all the violence 
of a plague, and threatened an almoft total extirpation. 
Our voyager* were eyc-wiyicflta of Us dcvaftatiun, in 
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t. ^hOrvation of places almoft defolatej which, they 
f S^SSSS. hJbcen fully inhabited. ^According 
» the account of a Ruffian officer refident m the coun- 
rv there were not in the whole more than 3000 that 
pTid tribute, and thofc included the inhabitants of the 

Kurile Iflands. . - . , 

The Ruffian government is both lenient and equita- 
ble in this country ; the tribute exacted is very inconii- 
derable ; and it mud be obferved, to the honour of the 
Ruffians, that they have-beftowed great pains in con- 
verting the natives to chriftianity, which have been at- 
tended with great fuccefs. To further this benevolent 
defi^n, miffionaries are appointed, and fchools efta- 
blifhed, for the gratuitous inftrucTtion of both natives 
and Coflacks in the Ruffian language, in order to teach 
them the rites of the religion ot the Greek church. 

The principal commerce of Kamfchatka, as far as 
refpects the line of exportation, confifts in die furs, 
and is carried on by a company of merchants under the 
immediate patronage of the Emprefs of Ruffia. The 
members wear a medal as a badge of honorary diftindtion. 
The fur bufinefs was formerly tranfafted by way of 
barter, but of late they deal for ready money only, by 
which means a confiderable quantity of fpecie circulates 
in this place, though apparently fo poor. 

Various are the articles of importation, nor are they 
confined to Ruffian manufactures, but include the pro- 
duce of England, Holland, Tartary, and China. They 
confift of wearing apparel, domeftx u tenuis, alimentary 
and other ufeful and neceflary particulars. The mer- 
chants derive great profit from them in general ; but the 
fur trade upon the frontiers of China is attended with 
the higheft advantage. The duties upon the whole of 
the exports and imports could not be afcertai ned ; but 
the tribute, according to the account of the Ruffian go- 
vernor, amounts, in value, to ten thoufand rubles 
annually. 

The grand mart for furs is the idands fituate between 
Kamfchatka and America, difcovered in 174.1, by Cap- 
tain Beering. From thence the fea-otter fkins, the 
moft: important branch of the fur trade, are produced. 
Being fubject to the Ruffian government, the merchants 
have fettlements upon them, and appoint refidentiary 
agents, for the purpofe of carrying on a commerce with 
the natives; fo that confiderable advantages mutually 
refult from their intercourfe. 



SECTION V. 



Perfons, Drefs, Habitations,. Manners, Cuftoms, and 

Religion of the People of Kamfchatka. 



THE Kamfchadales are in ftaturc much below the 
common fize, which has been judicioufly 
ted to their generally entering into the conjugal (rate at 



attribu- 



f^M y u agC ,° f thirte ^ or fourteen years' ' They re- 
iv^nS ? he \ inhabit * ncs of Siberia in moft inftances, 
m™.E i g thnr ^ges are fomewhat fiiorter, their 
mouths larger, and their cheeks fuller. Their hair is 

Sft ^u 0 ^ 8 are hollow > and thc remarkable fwar- 
h' r, n 0it l com pl<*ion is attributed to the power of 

Of wl rh re l C ^ me / r ° m tHc fn ° W 4 t0 ° bviatC thc 

c vp ' f» . th ? fc wb ? are obliged to be in the woods, 
jrattion injures not only the complexion, but the eye- 

wafi,^ j n e cm ral f ceding flovenly, neglefting to 
" u CO ™V hcir h ™> ( tb ^gh £mc pains 

do? nS 1 ?' ° utofbow,s and troughs with their verV 
tL a J° $7 cven wafll th ' m a&rwards. 7 
*e &S «r a- ™ tW . c * of this P«ninr«la confifts of 
They wL.r • C " an,ma,8 > vhh the fur outwards, 
the outer 8 Cft - f ra, » two garments, the fleevcs of 

boots of A™3 , dow 1 . t0 knees. They have 
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>r deer (kin, with the hair innermoft. 
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Alfo a fur cap, or hood> which ferves to cover the head 
in bad weather. The drefs of the, men and women arc 
nearly the fame. The coat, or rather waiftcdat, of the 
latter, fits clofe to their Bodies; arid is! decorated with 
flips of red, blue; and yellow. clbtK, and fo netimes 
ribbon or woollen lift. A kind of petticoat is joined to 
this waiftcdat, that comes half way down the leg. The 
women let their hair grow much, longer than the men. 
They plait it, and hang brafs trinkets to it. The Ruf- 
fians, in general, wear the European drefs throughout 
thc different parts of Siberia. 

There is, however, diftin&ions in their drefles, and 
particularly thofe of the women, fome of which are gay 
and pleafmg; There hi the common drefs, compofed 
of cdmmoh materials ; theNioliday drefs, rather more 
decorated; and the grandeft drefs, confining of a loofe 
robe of white nankeen, gathered clofe round die neck, 
and faftened with a filk cbllar. A fhort jacket, without 
fieeves; is worn oVi^this, confiding of different co- 
loured nankeens; and they have petticoats made of a 
flight Chinefe filk. Their fiiifts, which are alfo made 
oflilk, have fleeves extending to the wriftsj.and their 
heads are bound \yitru. coloured, filk handkerchiefs, 
which entirely conceal the hair of the married Women; 
but the unmarried ones place the handkerchief under 
the hair, permitting it to flow loofely dowri the fhoul- 
ders. 

■ 

The habitations of the Kamfchadales are of three 
kinds ; the flrft adapted to the winter, the fecond to the 
fummer, and the third of Ruffian introduction, and in- 
habited chiefly by the opulent. The Winter habitations, 
called jburt s , are under ground, to the depth of about 
fix feet. They are covered with grafs or earthy and 
fbmetimes with the (kins of the animals they have foiled 
in the field, which, being undrefTed, caufe a moft 
naufeous flench. Some of the hurs, indeed, arc co- 
vered with mats, and alfo lined with them. There is a 
cavity in the center, which ferves the purpofes of chim- 
ney, window, and entrance. They pafs in and out by 
the means of a pole (inftcad of a ladder) with notches 
juft deep enough to /eft the toe upon. They have 
platforms made of boards, raifed about fix inches from 
the ground, which they life as feats, and on which they 
repofe themfelves, after ftrewing them with mats or 
fkins. Near one corner is the fire-place, and die op- 
pofite fide is fet apart for thc reception of provifions and 
culinary utenfils. Our European voyagers found thefe 
jourts in general fo warm, as to render any confiderable 
flay in them intolerable. It is to be obferved, that fe- 
veral families live together in one jourt. They take up 
their refidence in them about the middle of October 
and ufually continue in them till about the middle of 
May. 

Their fummer habitations, called balagans, arc built 
on the furface of the earth, and conftructed with more 
regularity than the jourts. They are. raifed on pillars 
about thirteen feet high from the furface, vfah oeams 
thrown acrofs them, on which is fixed a floofJ*with a 
roof rifing from each fide to a centrical point. It is 
found necefiary to raife the fummer habitations xto this 
height, to fecure the inhabitants from the danger of 
wild beafts. The balagans have two doors oppofite 
each other, and they afcend to them by the fame kind 
of ladders as they ufe in the jourts. The lower part, 
which is entirely open, is fet apart for the purpofe of 
drying fifli, roots, vegetables, and other articles of 
winter provifion. 

The third and laft, of the Ruffian introduction, are 
the log-houfes, called here ifbas. They ;|rc /aifed upon 
long timbers piled horizontally; the endf Wm Ut into 
one another, and feams filled up or caulkeaiWth moft. 
Thc roof dopes like our cottages, and is thatched with 
coarfe grafs or ruflies. There are three divifions or fc- 
paratc apartments in them. The flrft runs the whole 
width and height of the habitation, and is appropriated 
to the reception of the more bulky a/ticles, ulch as 
fledges, harnefs, and domrftic utenfils that are weighty 
and cumbrous. The next is the middle and moft com- 
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pofes of eating and rtnoic i i and fo 

of which is wke » J fl ^ lt on Tro convey he* to that 

Contrived in point of utuanon, . / 

and the middle aparcmen . ^ '^^^ btams and 

apartment arc two finoU -lo^ a 

the Ss of the fmoke, become vt.y black and fh.n- 

^ A town is called by the natives ah ^r»jf t and corif.us 
Of Ac Tree ieveral habitations . but the 
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and if he makes liim none, it is cor.f dered as the I'u.K.p 
affront ; the man himfelf will be his enemy, and li0 ! 
bodv idle will live in fricr.dfhip with him. 
Somtimes one village entertain:; another, t-itl 



ijuinun^ j w-- - — ^ ^ -j ^ **.icr upon 

account of a wedding, or their having had great fucrvft 
in huntiuc or filing. The mailer ot the 1 nt endeavour* 
to make "his gucits fuk with rating, and ibmctin ^ 
gives them a hquor made of a large mu fh room, pr L . 
pared with the juice of a willow, which intoxicate, them 
■* rt - a manner, that they commit a tlioufjr.J 



in lb fining 



extravagancies j and if the dole be too large, it fome- 
times proves fatal, and thole who are thus intoxicated, 



die raving mad. 



««raremoft numerous Our late voyagers oblc rvc 1 n S Ith V the women confifti in jelling and f lng . 

&at they never met in L^~V rfL ^ >ft,1 ? r t ^, foll " ing. At firR they begin to f.ng very low, giving a g,*. 

. ' ...li, . n » M ilf habitation detached Iioni a ■ t> (,,„, ., ,„r hv ■ ,.r.. Ti. ■ 



country, with any kind of habitation d 

t0 Theh marriage ceremonies are as lingular as many 
others of their «£fton». When a man fixes Ins afteft on 
upon a female, he binds himfelf to the krv.ee of the 
parents for a limited time, at the expiration of which, 



he either obtains their content to many her, or a re- 
mittal for his fervices upon difmiflion. If Ik 
ent, they proceed to the nuptial ceremonies, which 
ionfift i/thS bridegroom's (tripping the bride of her 
deaths, which are purpoiely bound fo faft with Uraps, 
irdles, and other ligaments, as to render it a very oit- 
.tcult tafk to accomplifh his defign. TUc bride is ai- 
Ifted againft his efforts by the interpofinon of ieveral 
women? notwithstanding whidi he perfifti in his pur- 
pofe, till her exclamations bring them all upon him, 
a-nd he is fubjected to very rough treatment, and exhi- 
bits feverai tokensof their indignation.. At length the 
bride, moved with pity for his fituation, and the wo- 
men abating of their fury, the man gains his point, and 
retiring to a fhort diftance, is culled back in a plaintive 
tone by the bride, who* confeflTes his conqtieft over her. 
Here ends the ceremonv; and the happy pair, the en - 
fuin* day, proceed to the habitation of the hufband. 
In the courle of a week they pay a viflt to the parents of 
the wife, the relations of both parties are aflembled,, and 
the marriage is celebrated with great feftivity. Some 
men marry three wives, who generally live together in 
an amicable manner, and (what to us muft appear molt 
extraordinary) are feldom or ever jealous. When- the 
women go abroad,, they veil their faces ; and if they 
meet a maty, and cannot get out of the way, turn their 
hacks to him till he has parted by. Though the very 
attempt in a woman to procure abortion is judged a ca- 
pital crime, yet when twins are brought into the world, 
one of the innocents nrrft be deftroyed. Infants, as 
foon as they come to ftapd, are left to* rhemfelves. by 
the mother, who fuffers them to roll on the ground any 
where. They go in common half naked, and begin to 
walk at a time that, in Europe, a child would hardly 
be able to Hand. Soon after they begin to run about 
the fnow. 

"When one of the natives fecks the friend (hip of ano- 
ther, he invites him to his hut> which is made very hot 
for his reception, and he no (boner enters than both 
rtrip theml'elves naked. The matter of the hut then 
lets before hia gueft great plenty of his be ft provifions, 
and, while he is eating, throws water upon red hot 
Rouen, till the heat of the place becomes ii Supportable. 
The vifitor drives to bear it,, and to eat up all the 
victuals, while the mafter of the hut endeavours to 
oblige him to complain of the hear, and to defift from 
eating. He eats nothing* himielf, but is allowed even 
:o leave the hut, though the vifitor is not fufFeml to 
J.ir till he confeffes that l\e is overcome. They ufually 
eat fo much at thefe feahS, that, for two or three days, 
they can fcarcely move, or bear the fight of victuals. 
At length the vifitjor, being unable to eat any more, 
purchases his difmiifion with prefents of cloaths, dogs, 
or whatever the mailer of the hirt likes, and, in return, 
receives ot heirs of no v;iloe. But if the man who h.is 
pbtained this advantage over his friend > does not foon 
return the vifit, the guclV pays him another, and then 
Jt is hip turn to make him luch prefenw as. he is able i 
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tie motion ro their hands; but by degrees raiie tlicir 
voice, and increafe F.heir motion, till they are out of 
bieath. Their only mufical inftrument is the flute, 
upon whidi they play very poorly. A (hunger no 
fooner comes to Kamchatka, than they give him anew 
name, and, at their entertainments^ mimic all his ac- 
tions. They have alio profefTcd buffoons, but their wit 
is highly indecent. Their dances are very finjjular ; 
nor is it poffibie to convey an adequate idea of this un- 
couth exhibition. The figure of the Ruffian dance re- 
fembles thofe of our hornpipes, and confifts of one, 
two, or four performers at a time. Their fteps arc- 
exceedingly fhort and quick, their feet being railed bur 
a very little way from the ground: their arms are 
hung down clofe to the fides, the body being kept, the 
whole time, erect and immoveable, except when t' e 
performers pal's each other, when the hand is fud- 
denly railed* with an awkward motion. Bur, if uw 
RufTian dance is unmeaning and ridiculous, the 
Kamfchadale is infinitely more fo. The principal 
aim, in their performances, is to repreftnt the clumiy 
geflures of the beai*, which the inhabitants of this coun- 
try have frequent opportunities of obferving in various 
fituations. To defci ibe the awkward poXtvres exhihit.d 
on- thefe occafions, would appear tedious and uninteyclt- 
in^. In general, however, the body is bowed, an<l 
the knees bent, whilfl the arms are employetl in imi- 
tating the motions of that awkward animal. 

There prevails with lome of tJie Kair.<chada1ei u 
(hocking cuftom, not only of neglecting the burial oi 
their dead, but giving dieir carcafes to the dogs, ;ih- 
furdly alledging, diat as the deceafed are thus devoured 
hy dogs, they will thereby enfure to themfclvesa pH- 
iant carriage in Hedges drawn by fine dogs in the ether 
world. This horrid practice, however, does nor now 
prevail (though it formerly did) univertalhv lome iu\ ■ 
ing the humaity at lead to leave the dead in their hut, 
and go in queft of a new habitation. They always 
throw away the cloaths of the deceafed, from a peiliw- 
fion, that whoever fliould wear tliem would loon meet 

witli die fame fate. 

The natives of this peninflila always travel m Ueti^ 
The length of the body, of the fledge is. about four l«: 
and a half,, and the breadth one foot. It is made uv.hr 
form of a crefcent, of light tough wood, fafter»ed too- 
ther with wicker-work; and thofe of the princip.irf peo- 
ple are elegantly ftained with red and blue, the kat be- 
ing covcicd with furs, or bear fkins. It has tour lep, . 
about twofc et in height, retting on two long IMC pi<*<< ' 
of wood,, of the breadth of five or fix inches, whicnt- 
tend a foot beyond the body of the (ledge at each em . 
Thcf* run up before fomewhat Like a fkait,. and aie mo 
wifh the bone of fomc fea animal. The carnage is oi 
namented, at the fore part,, with tafllils ol cuU) f}\ 
cloth, and leather thongs. It has a crofs-bar, to vsu 
thehainefsis joined; and links of iron, or linaiUH , 
are hanging to it, which, by the jingling, is ^V"\\' 
to encourage the dogs. They feldom can y mou I . 
oneperfonatatime, who fits afule, with his feet on tu- 
lowerpait of the fledge, having his baggage ana p 
'virions in a bundle behind him. The uiual nun**^ 
dogs employed in drawing this carnage, is . 
Very lately they have began to ufc five. A,lt bcin g 
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, . „ f a ftened to the collar, inftcad of the head, have 
So^eat command, and are therefore ufb a }ly hung upon 
£ %Zdee, the driver depending principally upon their 
K dience to his voice. Great care and attention are 
ta uently ufed in training up the leader, which fie- 
i . u./nmr* verv valuable on account of his fteadi- 
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onpntlv becomes very vaiuauic uiiauuu»iu, iu» ucaiu- 
11 and docility; the fum of forty rubles (or ten 
pounds) being no unuftial price for one of them. The 
rider has alfo a crooked ftick, anfwenng the purpofe 
both of whip and reins, with which, by finking in the 
fnow he can regulate the fpeed of the dogs, or even 
ftop them athispleafure. When they are inattentive 
to their duty, he often chaftifes them by throwing it at 
them. The dexterity of the riders in picking this ftick 
tip again, is very remarkable, and is the mod difficult 
manSuvre in the exercife of their profeffion. Nor is it, 
indeed, furprifing that they fhould be fkilful in a prac- 
tice in 'which they are fo materially inter died ; for they 
aflured our people, that if a driver mould happen to 
lofe his ftick, the dogs immediately difcover it ; and, 
unlefs their leader is 1 both ft e ad y and refolute, they will 
inftantly fet off full fpeed, and never ftop till their 
ftrength is exhaufted ; or till the carriage is overturned 
and daftied to pieces, or hurried down a precipice, when 
all are buried in the fnow. The accounts of the fpeed 
of thefe animals, and of the hardfhips and fatigues they 
fuffcr, would have appeared incredible, had they not 
been fupported by the great eft: authority. Some of the 
ERghlh were witnefTes of the extraordinary expedition 
with which the mellcnger returned, who had been dif- 
patched toBolcheretfk with the news of their arrival at 
St. Peter and St. Paul's, though the fnow was exceed- 
ingly foft. The governor of Kamfchatka aflured them, 
that this journey was ufually performed in two days and 
a half; and that he had once received an exprefs from 
that harbour in twenty-three hours. 

During the winter the dogs are fed on the offals of 
dried and ftinking fiflij and even this miferable food is 
with-held from them a day before they fet out on a jour- 
ney j and they are not permitted to eat a morfel of any 
thing till they arrive at the end of it. They arc frequent- 
ly kept fading for two entire days, in which time they 
will perform a journey of great extent. During the pre- 
paration for the journey* and the laming of the baggage 
upon the fledges, thefe animals make a horrid howling; 
but when they are yoked, and ready for travelling, they 
fet up a chearful yelp, which c cafes the infiant they 
march off. 

The principal diverfion of the natives is that of bear- 
hunting, which 4b followed about fun-fet. Having 
found out the track of the animals, and fixed upon a 
convenient fpot for concealment, the huntfmcn point 
their firelocks in a proper direction. They afterwards 
kneel or lie down, as circumftances may require, and 
having their bear-fpears in readinefs, wait the arrival of 
their game. On the difcharge of the piece, the enraged 
animal makes immediately towards the place fiom 
whence the found and fmoke ifluc, and furioufly attacks 
his adverfaries. If he ihould not happen to fall, and 
they have not fufficicnt .time to reload their pieces, thry 



immediately prepare to receive lum 114:011 their fpcars, 
their fafety depending, in a great meafure, on tht-ii 
giving hmi a mortal iVab as he advances towards them. 
Should he parry the thruft, and break in upon his onpo. 
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ncnts the conflict becomes dreadful, ancf it is fcldom 

that the bis of a (ingle life will fatisfy the bead 
ven^e. 3 

Ihediverfion of bear-hunting is particularly dange- 
ous at two feafons of the vear. Jn the fprinir, when 

th Y ui 1 UC from thcir caves, after having fuhfifted 
me whole winter (as the natives pofitiveiy alfert) folely 
n nicking their paws, they become exceedingly fnmifh- 

fnpri • t 5 r ° w,n 8 fierce and favage in proportion* pur- 
» t the inhabitants by the fcent, and prowling about at a 

war) c T their ur,ml lMcks - dart "lwn^hcm una- ' 

QvimV m lhc ni * tiv <*» having no idea of moorinc* 
picky* 0rcvwrunM »'B- tlit-y fall afarrifice to their ra- 
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The time of cher copulation, which is towards the 
clofe of the year, is another dangerous feafbn. The 
hunters never prefumc to fire at a young bear if the 
•dam is on the fpot, as, if the cub happens to be killed^ 
fhe becomes enraged to an immoderate degree, and is 
fure to be revenged on the offender, or die in the attempt. 
If the dam fhould fall, the cub continues by her fide, 
exhibiting, by the moft affecting geftures and motions, 
the moft poignant affliction. The hunters, inftcad o£ 
commifcrating their diftrefs, embrace the opportuni- 
ties of deilroying them. The natives affirm that the fa- 
acity of the bears is as extraordinary as their natural af- 
ection. 




Before the people of Kamfchatka were acquainted 
with fire-arms, it is faid they poifoned their (bears and 
arrows with a juice extracted from the root Of the azgate, 
and that the wound was inevitable death. The Tfehut- 
fki are reported to ufe the fame drug for the fame 
purpofe. 

The dreffirtg the fkins of feals, beavers, dogs, &c. 
conftitittes part of their employment. The mode is, 
firftto wet and fpread them out, then With ftones fixed 
in wood to fcrape off all the fat. They then rub them 
with caviare, roll them together, and tread on them! 
Afterwards they fcrape them again, and repeat the fii ft 
part of their procefs till the fkin»is thoroughly cleaned 
and rendered foft. In the fummer the men are occu- 
pied in collecting the neceflaries of life, and laying up 
a ftore for the e nfu in g winter's provifion* The Women 
arc employed in making Ihoes, feWing clothes, dying 
fkins, and making glue of the dried Ikins of fifties, 
and particularly of the whale. 1 

Trie Kamfchadale6 arc timid and pufilianimous, and, 
from an innate kind of ftupidity, Teem to defpife life. 
They never attack an enemy openly unlefs conftrained, 
but ileal privately to their habitations, and there exer- 
cife the molt horrid barbarities, cutting them to pieces* 
and even tearing out their entrails widi favage triumph 
and fhouts of joy. When they hear of the approach 
of a foe they retire to fame mountain, and fortify ic 
as ftrong as poflibie : if it appears that the enemy are 
Tike to get the better, they murder their wives and 
children, and then encounter their aflailants with a fury- 
bordering on phrenzy; and when overpowered fell 
their lives as dear as poflibie. 

Though many of thefe people adopt the Ruffian 
manners, defpile the xruftoms of their country, anijl 
have been inftructed in the Chriftiart religion by the 
Ruffian miflionaries, they have, in general, a very im- 
perfect idea of a Supreme Being. " Tljey chink /he? 
woods and burning mountains are inhabited by evil 
fpirits, to which, from motives of fear, ttey make 
confiderable offerings, and forne of them have idols in 
their huts, while others reverence fome ^particular ani- 
mals from which they apprehend danger. 

The law of retaliation is ftrictly obferyed by them : 
if one man takes away the life of another, the relati- 
ons of the deccafed avenge themfelves upon the mur- 
derer in his destruction. Theft is punifned by depriv- 
ing the chief of his finger*. 

They are liable to a variety of difeafes, fome here- 
ditary,, others the effects of .intemperance and debau- 
chery. Roots and herbs arc their general antidptes,, 
excepting in a diforder called the JJwfljutcby which is a 
kind of fcab that eneompafles the body under the ribs, 
like a girdle ; when this docs not fuppuratc, and faJJ p(f, 
it is mortal ; and they affert, that every Qne itb^cje 
in life. To promote fuppuration, they apply the raw 
fkin of a hare. In line, nature here, as in other part9 
of the world, feems to have provided remedies for moft 
if not all the difeafes incident to tiie human frame. 



KUR1LE ISLANDS. 

THF Kurilesare a chain of iflands extending frorrj 
latitude 5 1 deg. to 45 deg. north, in a fouth-welfc 
direction from the font hern pi omontony of Kamfchatka 

to 
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to Tanan According to Spanberg, a Ruffian voyager, 
SeVar" twenty-two^ number, without reckomng the 
ve% fail Ones- Theft ifland* derived the* « 
frcfa ^inhabitants of the neighbourhood of Lopatfca, 
Sto bdng called thetnfclm fofo, gave them the 
feme appellation when they ficft became acquainted 

W \he ^habitants of the nortfierrnnoft, called Shoom- 
Ika, diftant about three leagues from the promontory 
Lopatka* confifts of a mixture of natives and KamU 

Ch F^ou(Tr,- which h confiderahly largrr than the 
before-mentioned, is.inhabited wholly by natives, whofe 
anceftors, according to a received tradition among 
them, came from an ifland a little farter to the touch, 

called Onecutan- 

Thefe two Hand's were firft vifited by the Ruffians in 
17 j 7, and then faMected to die government of their 
country. The others, according to die molt authentic 
account that could be obtained, are now made tributary 
as far as Oofhelhecr. Captain King relates, that tho' 
the lad mentioned ifland is the fowthcrnmoft of any un- 
der the dominion of the Ruffians, ahey trade toOoroop, 
which is die only one that has a good harbour for fhips 

©f burthen. . 

To the fbuth of this lies Nadeegrada, the inhabi- 
tants of which, like thofe of Ooroop,. maintain, a ftate 
of independence. 

Spanberg, fpcaking of diefe iflanders, fays, their 
bodies were covered all over widi hair » that they wore 
a loofe ftriped filk gown, and that many of them had 
filver rings pendant from their ears. He adds, d\at on 
frying a live cocfc upon deck they fell on their knees 
before it ; and likewife before the prefents that were 
brought out to. therm, clofuig and ftretching forth their 
hands, and bowing their heads at the fame time down 
to the ground; and that,, except the peculiarity of their 
haveners, they refcmbled die other Kurile iflanders in 
their features and figure,/ and fpoke the fame language. 

The inhabitants of the Kurile i (lands are of low fea- 
ture and round vifage. Their drefs. is commonly form- 
ed of die Huns, ot different animals.. Their habita- 
tions refemble thofe of the Kamfchadales, but kept 
fomewhat cleaner - r and their food generally confifts of 
the ftefh of amphibious animals.. 

With relpett to* the genius and dllpofition of thefe 
people, they were fpoken of to Captain King, by the 
Ruffian miflionary,. a man of piety and. learning, who 
vifits them once in three years, in terms of? the higheft 
commendation. He ceprefented them as a generous, 
hofpi table, humane racs of people, furpafllng dieir 
neighbours of Kamfchatka no lefs in the formation of 
their bodies than in their docility and quicknefs of un- 

derflandTng^ ' . 

The greater part of the inhabitants of thefe lflands, 

who are under the dominion of the Ruffians, are con- 
verted to the Christian religion* from whence it is pro- 
bable that the time is not very diftant when an- advan- 
tageous commerce will be carried on between Kamf- 
ehatka and this cxtenfive chain* This intercourfe may 
be greatly promoted by a particular circumftance, which 
is, that fevcral Ruffians (as our people were given to 
xindcrftand) having been taught the Japanrfc language 
by two natives of that country, who had been fliip- 
wrecked on the coail of Kamchatka, had been lent 
attong thefe iflanda. The benefits with which fuch an 
intercourfe muff be attended to the Ruffians are too ob- 
vious, to need defer ipt ion, 



The KOREKI. 



• rT-\HE country of the Koreki includes two fcveral 

nations* undier the diftin& appellations of the 
hxeu and the wandering Koreku The former dwell on 
die coafl of the Eallern Ocean, from the river Ukoi to 
die Anadir,* and a part of die ifthmus of Kamfchatkr. 
The wandering Koreki inhabit the country weftward of 
the river Kovyma* and along the north- ealt of the f ta 
of Okotfk, as fat? as the river Fenfluna. 

The fixed and wandering Koreki differ from each 
other in form,, dirpofition, drefs, cuftoms and manners. 
The former nearly refemble the Kamfchadales, and de- 
pend, like them, on fiihing for fubfiftence. Their 
cloathing and habitations are fimilar. They are under 
the dillrift of the Ingiga^ and are tributary to the 
Ruffians. 

The wandfcring Koreki are fhott of ftature, Gender 
in fliape, with oval, faces,, large mouths, and fliort notes. 
Their hair is very Ihort and (lender. They are natu- 
rally jealous,, and often put their wives to death upon 
the flighted lufpicions.. If a man. and woman be actu- 
ally detected in criminal connection, both are fure to 
fritter death. The women, therefore avoid fetting off 
their perfon* to advantage,, arid never wafli tlieir faces 
or comb their heads- But this is by no means the cafe 
with the fixed Koreki* whofe wives decorate themfelves 
to die beft advantage andfo little does jealouffy prevail 
among, this nation,, that exchange of intercourfe is ad- 
mitted between friend and friend- 

The wandering Koreki are wholly employed in breeds 
ing and nurturing deer, with which this country io 
much abounds, that it is common for a fingle chief to 
have a herd of four or five thoufand. Deer is their prin- 
cipal food,, and they have an averfion to fifh in general. 
Their fledges are drawn by deer; and thofe that arc 
ufed for this purpofe,, feed in the lame pafture with the 
others. When they are- wanted,, the herdfman makes, 
ufe of a certain cry, which being familiar to them, they 
obey, quitting the herd immediately. 

Their habitations are like thofe of the Kamfchadalc 
jourtSt paving no balagam,X excepting that they arc 
covered with rein-deer flcins in, die winter* and tanne<J 

ones in the fummer. 

The Koreki differ from the Kamfchadales in their 
marriage ceremonies. They have great affection for 
their children, whom they accuflom to induftry from 
early life.. They generairy intermarry with their own 
families, and dii regard' perfonal accomplitfiments : nor 
is wedlock prohibited but between father and daugh- 
ter, mother and fan. Inftcad of caufing the d'ecealeJ 
to. be devoured by dogs,, they put on them their bed at- 
tire,, and fixing them on a pile of wood, fet it on hre. 
They are drawn on a fledge to this pile by, a rein-deer, 
which, while the pile. is. confining, is put to death, 
and thrown into the fire. 

They have the fame dreadful apprehenfions as the 
Kamfchadales of evil fpirits,. which they imagine hover 
in woods and mountains- They fomettmcs fix the heart 
of a dog upon a flake, and turning the animal s lace 
towards the caft, cry " Take this, and fend us ioiru> 
thing better for it.*' 
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SECTION L 



Climate 



molt eaft< 
f am em pi 



TIHIS extcnfive country, fituate in the 
part of Alia, and bearing the title c 
„c ^i&nvered by fbme Portuguefe in 1 54 
3^S^« «mpf • * conr lft s of three large, and 

nfany WTer * flands > extends from 2° t<>41 d ^. rccs 
3 latitude 5 and from 1 30 to 1 47 degrees eaft lon- 

Jtude, being about 600 leagues in circumference, and 

a0 Th e larger of the two iflands is Japan itfelf, ufually 
railed by the natives Niphon. The next in extent is 
Ximo ; and the fmallcr of the three is Xicoco, fituate 

between the former two. . 

The whole empire is divided into feven capital terri- 
tories, five of which are in Japan properly fo called. 
It is furrounded by craggy rocks (the greateft fecurity 
of the empire from foreign invafions) which are fo high 
and inacceflible, that when feen at fea from a diftance, 
»h» aonears as one immenfe rock. 



<c 

cc 
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.A rock that braves 

The raging tempeft, and the rifing waves. 
Selfpropt it feemsto ftand. Its folid fides 
Keep off the fea- weeds, and the founding tides." 

ft 

The foil is rocky, and rather barren ; but through 
the induftry of the natives, it has been greatly improved, 
to their general benefit and advantage. Though the 
breezes from the fea tend to moderate the fummer's 
heat, they add to the intenfenefs of the winter's cold, 
and render the feafons more uncertain here than in any 
other parts of the Indies. The country is fubjedt to 
heavy rains, which are always exceffive during the 
months of June and July. Dreadful florms and hur- 
ricanes, and tremendous thunder and lightning, are alfo 
common here, to the great alarm and injury of the na- 
tives. The principal rivers here are three, the Ujing- 
ava, the current of which is fo rapid,, that no bridge can 
be built over it ; the Corric, that takes its name from 
the province in which it rifes; and the Aflcagava, re- 
markable for its depth and perpetual fluctuation. There 
is one principal lake called Citz, which is an hundred 
miles in length, and twenty in breadth. This lake is 
formed by the conflux of feveral rivers, and difcharges 
itfelf into the fea on the fouth-weft fide of Japan. 



SECTION II. 

ProduRiotiSy Vegetable, Animal, Mineral, 67V. 

THIS country produces rice, wheat, barley, and 
beans. With the barley they feed cattle - 9 the 
fine wheat they convert into cakes; and of two kinds of 
beans, they grind one into meal, to boil for eating, and 
with the other make a fort of preferve for deferts. 
They have alfo many other fpecies of grain. Such is 
their afliduity in cultivation, that the very mrks, and 
other places naturally barren, produce plants and fruits 
>n abundance. They have various Mowers and herbs, 
and their tea is efteemed particularly excellent. A 
jpat number of camphire trees grow near the hot 
K nt }&> w hich refemble laurels, and be ar purple or 
lack berries The cedars of this country are excellent, 
ana many other trees, as plantains, &c fomc of which, 
*nen cut afunder, exhibit admirable figures of birds, 
ocaiu, landfcapes, &c. Of thefc are made many cu- 
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rious pieces of furniture, which, when polimed, have a 

fineeftea. t 

Of animals they have bufFalos, oxen, fheep, horfes, 
deer, together with many wild beafts, that yield very 
valuable furs ; and elephants, whole teeth are an inefti- 
mable commodity. The horfes, though i mall, are un- 
commonly fwift, and extremely beautiful. 

The ducks of Japan are remarkable for fize, fhape, 
and beauty, as are the nightingales for their melody. 
They have lea and river fifli of divers kinds, and in 
great abundance. There is a fpecies of white ant, 
which, though pleafing to the eye, is very mifchievous ; 
for they pierce, with their little fnouts, every thing they 
come near, except metal and ftohc, and greatly damage 
all kinds of goods, if not prevented from approachin 
them, by ftrewing the adjacent place with fait, whic 
thefe little infects abhor. The beetles make an agreea- 
ble kind of humming noife, which gradually rifes to a 
pretty high note. But the night fly exceeds all the other 
infecis for its beauty. The body is about three inches 
long, round, and finely fhaped. It has four wings, two 
clote to the body, which make a brilliant appearance, 
by means of the luftre of the blue and gold ftreaks with 
which they are tinged; and two above thefe, whole 
tranfparency not only admits of the others being feen 
through them, but even adds to their brilliancy. 

The Japanefe derive from the leas by which they are 
encircled, red and white coral, ambergris, and curious 
pearls and (hells. But the grand fource of their opu- 
lence flows from their invaluable mines of gold and fil- 
ver, to which the Emperor claims an exclufive right, 
as he does to all the gold fand in his dominions. Their 
copper mines are innumerable, producing a fine and 
coarfe fort. The bowels of their mountains are likewife 
pregnant with fulphur, iron, and fteel. 

The following is their procefs for producing fait. 
They enclofe portions of ground near the fea, covering 
diem with fine fand, till it is well impregnated with the 
faline particles. It is then placed in large vefTels, with 
holes in the bottom, for the fait to fall into proper re- 
ceivers, as it filters through the fand ; after which it is 
boiled, and brought to a proper confiftency, as with us. 

Their frequent earthquakes, and number of tremen- 
dous volcanos, are attributed to the fulphur every where 
cnclofed in the bowels of the earth. From the fame 
caufe their hot baths, and mineral fprings, which are 
extremely numerous, may be deduced. Some equal 
the heat of boiling water, and others are even as hot as 
boiling oil. They have likewife many cold mineral 
fprings; but their phyficians are lb ignorant, as to be 
incapable of advifing them to the proper ufe of either. 

Befides a variety of uleful and ornamental (tones of 
various colours, this country abounds with excellent 
marble, which is applied to the conftrucYion o f fump- 
tuous edifices, and other grand and important purposes. 



SECTION III. 

Per/ons. Drefs. Di/pofttion. Genius. Endivo nents 9 

natural and acquixed. 

IT is here necelfary to premife, that the prevailing 
difpofitions, habits, manners, and e\ifloms, of the 
inhabitants of Japan, are diametrically oppofite to th>fe 
of the Europeans in general j and further, that as t'ie 
country was peopled at divers periods, and from various 
nations there mull of courie be a divcrfity of man- 
ners, &c. between themfelves j fo that it remains only 
for us to Ucfci ibc thole which are moll general and link- 
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The complexion of the Japanefe is commonly yel- 
lowilh, and their afpect forbidding, having flat nofes, 
thick eye-lids, and broad vifages Their ftature is 
ihort, their bodies thick, and. their legs clumfy. Some 
differ from th* .charter, and reiemble the Chinefe. 
Thofe in the northern provinces are fimilar in their ap- 
pearance to tiie Europeans. 

They black their teeth and nails, and let the latter 

crow very long. . e ri1 

Their general drefs confifts of a (hort jacket of iilk. 

next to the fkin, and a long cotton gown over it. They 
wear no covering to their heads, but when they go 
abroad, defend themfelvcs from the exceffive heat of 
the fun by means of umbrellas j and the appearance of 
the men is at once martial and effeminate ; for by their 
fides they wear a b road- 1 word or dagger, and in their 
hand cairy a fan. They are in another particular fin- 
gularly inconfiftcnt, muffling themfelves up in cloaks 
when at home, and throwing them off when they go 
abroad. Unlike mod other nations, white is their 
mourning drefs, and black deemed the gay eft apparel. 
The travelling drefs, however, differs from the above : 
it confifts of a very large hat made of bamboo fplinters, 
which totally defends the head from heat and wet ; and 
a cloak made of oiled paper, furnciently large to cover 
man and horfe; which are both fo exceedingly light, 
that their weight is fcarcely felt. Ribbons wrapped 
round their legs inftead of ftoclcjngs ; and wide drawers, 
with flits on each fide to receive the extremities of their 
gowns, complete the whole. 

Nona manage or direct their own horfes, for none 
ride but fuch as can have a perfon to lead him. Not, 
therefore, having the bridle to mind, a Japanefe tra- 
veller amufes himfelf with finging, fanning himfelf, or 
perilling the I objects painted upon his fan, which 
ufually are a map of the country, defcription of the 
road, account of the inns, number of miles from ftage 
to ftage, price of accommodation at each, &rc. Agree- 
able to what we premi fed, as we mount our horfes on 
the left fide, they get on theirs on the right. 
• The Japanefe women of quality are carried, or rather 
wheeled, by their fervants, in a kind of fedan. Thefe 
ledans are not clofe like ours, but open-, refembling, in 
Ibme degree, a car, or chair of ftate, with a canopy, and 
decorated with elegant carved work. 

The virtues and vices of thefe people fecm to bear 
an equipoife. They arc modeft, patient, not avari- 
cious, temperate, ftrangers to envy or defamation, and 
(triclly ho n eft in all their dealings. Their deportment 
is grave, their words laconic, and their behaviour affa- 
ble. Gluttony and drunkennefs are unknown to them. 
They defpife idle ceremony, and are fin cere in what 
they fpeak. 

The Japanefe are reprefented, on the other hand, as 
cruel to an excefs, ambitious, proud, and poiTeffed of 
fo little feeling, that they will fuffer a fellow creature 
to periih, fooner than give him any relief ; and fo ex- 
ceedingly revengeful, that if difappointed in gratifying 
their refentment againft another, they will deftroy them- 
feJves. In war they are ferocious and fanguinary, and 
when a town is taken, put all the inhabitants indifcri- 
minarely to the fword. 

The conception of thefe people is ft rung, and their 
memory retentive, ib that they make a rapid jrogiefs 
in the acquiikion of knowledge. Their common learn- 
ing confifts in reading, writing, undcrfiandin,"; their 
Own hiftory, civil, military, and ccclefinftii ;il, and a 
few fin pie piecepts of morality ; hut many of them ac - 
quired fevrrul branches of the ma: hematics and philo- 
tophy from the European milfionai ies, at various 
times, which thtir defendants ilill retain. Their phi- 
losophy, however, is tinctured with many fupcrftitions 
of their own, and their allronomy blended with the ab- 
ftirdities of aftrolo^y. Piior to the arrival of the Eu- 
ropeans in thtir country, they were fo ignorant with re- 
fycit to geography, that they imagined their own em- 
pire, China, and Siam, to be the only countries in the 
univcrfc * and even of the fituation and extent of thefe, 



their notions were extremely imperfeft. They have 
however, many univerfities and public academies, f or 
the training up of youth in the learning of the country 
and the practice of die mora) duties. Thefe feminaries 
are well fupplied witi books, and.reforted to by a great 
number ot ftudents, under the direction of -what are 
called bonzasy who are ufually of noble defcent, and 
well endowed with money for their fupport. Accord- 
ing to the Portuguefe miflionaries, thefe fuperiors of 
the public feats of learning are adepts in moral philo- 
fophy, and great matters of elocution. 

They have not reduced the fcience of phyfic to any 
fyftem, fo that their practitioners truft to experience, 
and always prefcribe according to precedent, if they 
have a precedent to go by; but where that is wanting, 
they proceed entirely by conjecture; fo that fimilar 
cafes, and guefs-work, form the whole of their materia 
medica. But the moft fafhionable remedies, upon all 
occafions, are hot and cold baths. The furgeons arc 
more unlkilful than the phyficians, in every thing exequ 
the cure of the feuki, a moft grievous kind of cholic pe- 
culiar to the Japanefe, which they almoft inftanrjy ex- 
pel, by taking blood from the part afflicted, with afmaU 
needle made of gold or filver. Both phyficians and 
furgeons are, however, highly efteemed by the people, 
and ufually acquire confide rable fortunes by their pro- 
fe (lions. 

The poetry of the Japanefe is fublime, melodious, 
and defcriptive. Their mufic is not equivalent. But 
their paintings, like thofe of the orientals in general, 
can only boaft a fuperiority in colouring, being deftitutc 
of every trait of nature, and (hadow of refemblance. 

They lay claim to the invention of gunpowder and 
printing, as well as the Chinefe. In the preparation ami 
ufcof the firff, they are much inferior to them; but 
they exceed them in the latter, which is performed in a 
fimilar manner, as well as in the compoiition of ink and 
paper. 

L.ike the Chinefe, they write from top to bottom in 
columns, which they begin at the right hand; and 
their letters were originally the fame, but they have 
changed the form, and even the found, of many, in or- 
der to differ, as much as pofllble, from the Chincie, 
whom- they naturally hate, and affect upon all occafions 
to defpife. 

Their mode of educating their children is worthy of 
univerfil imitation. They win them to a love of their 
ftudies by motives of emulation, and the moft captiva- 
ting endearments. They differ from all other oriental 
nations in inculcating a contempt of pain and death, 
teaching them to defpife all kinds of luxuries, weaning 
them from every thing that in the leaft tends to tfkmi- 
:y, and inuring them to every kind of hardfhip. 
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Mann failures. Commerce, 
hntcrtaimncnts*. Cujloms. 
monies. D if cafes. 



Veffcls. Coins. Buildups. 
Marriage and Funeral Cere- 



T 



HEIR mechanics and manufacturers excel in their 



different branches. Their ftlks and cottons aie 
excellent, and their Japan ware and porcelain unequal- 
led. But great rcftrictions are laid upon their trade, the 
Dutch being the only Europeans who are permitted to 
enjoy it : and even when their (hips arrive, they are 
obliged to land their great guns, and all their other 
weapons, fails, tackling, &c. which are carefully dc- 
pofitcd in warehoufes till they have the emperor's per- 
million to depart, when all is again returned, and they 
are under an obligation to fail away immediately. Ami 
the natives themfelves are not allowed to trade, by the 
means of (hipping, to any places but China^ Korea, am 
the land of Jellb. The (warms of pirates in their leas 
add to the obftacles that obftrudt their commerce. 

Their articles of exportation arc wrought hi* 
cotton, lice, foy, Japan ware, porcelain, gold, filver, 



nd 
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. 0 „ fteel, artificial metals, furs, tea, (finer and 
copper, vh ^ that of china> ) gums> medicinal 

SI roots, diamonds, pearls, coral, fhells, amber- | 

gr The* Dutch have a factory fituated on a rock called 
Difiiia, near the city of Nanguwzak, from which it is 
r orated by a wall and a river } and out qf this little 

which is only two miles in circumference, none 
n& Dutch are permitted to ftir. This reftraint the 
eoolc of the fatfory always fuffer, and the merchants 
P nd Tailors are compelled to endure it during their con- 
nnvance in Japan, which ufually lafts about nine 

^ The' Japanefe, for whatever goods they want, pay 
either by way of barter with other commodities, or in 
bullion of gold, filver, or copper 

Their veflels haVe been heretofore reprefented as on- 
ly fit for very fhort voyages, and open in the ftern ; 
but Captain King obferves, that, according to that de- 
fcription, thofe which he faw off their coaft, could not 
have endured the violence of the ftorm, when the fea 
ran as high as the oldeft mariner on board ever remem- 
bered to have feen it. They had only one maft, on 
which was hoifted a quadrangular fail, extended aloft 
by a yard, the braces of which worked forwards. 
Three pieces of black cloth came half way down the 
fail, at an equal diftance from each other. Spanberg 
mentions two forts of . Japanefe vefiels, one correfpond- 
ing with the firfl mentioned defcription ; and the other, 
in which, he fays, the natives make voyages to the ad- 
jacent iflands, agreeing with thofe feen by our people. 

The Japanefe pleafure-boats, which are intended on- 
ly for the navigation of lakes, rivers, &c. are finely gilt, 
carved, and otherwife adorned with the moft curious 
and fuperb embellifhments. 

There are various kinds of coin for the purpofe of 
home circulation. The gold coins are obarts and cobans : 
ten cobans make one oban, which latter is of about two 
guineas value. The filver coin is compofed of a va- 
riety of flat pieces, of different fhapes, dimenfions, 
weight, and value. And a copper coin is (lamped for 
the inferior purpofes of change. 

The public and private edifices of Japan have their 
refpective merit; the former being magnificent, and 
the latter neat and convenient; as is the furniture plain 
and ufeful. The houfes of the nobles are elegantly de- 
corate! Almoft every houfe has a garden, in which 
much induftry, and fome tafte, are difplayed : and the 
apartments of moft houfes are divided by moveable 
wainfeots or fcreens, which may be taken away at plea- 
fure, and many apartments thrown into one upon any 
Particular occafion. The fcreens, couches, beds, ta- 
bles, cabinets, &c. of the grandees, are all made of 

fi n bd * matc ? ia,s > .admirably wrought, and highly 
nnifhed. Their ceilings are exceedingly magnificent, 
heing made of the belt cedar, admirably caivcd and 
gilt, and inlaid in a moft ingenious manner with gold 
and iilver plates. 

'1 he coaches, equipages, and drefles of thole who 
attend on the emperor, are very grand : though moft of 

the coaches are clofe, particularly thofe appropriated to 
life ot the women. 



A N. 



111 



1 he pofture of fahiMtion amongthc Japanefe is creel:, 
, ,!i " ,s before the emperor, or fome great lord, 
when they proftrate themfelves. If a pcifun falutes 
tru-m they ht do Wn , i n ftead of returning it. 

1 lielc people arc abftemious in their diet, and live 
ior the molt p :u t upon vegetables, fruit, cVe. They are 
nut in iVrelTinir their food, fit crofs- legged to car it, and 
?!^Mteof little (licks infUad of knives and forks. 

n«M • i !• * arm wactT a! thviv mca,s « bm a, "* r din- 
Thci PPCr inJl,lRC l,M -' mfr l v « with a difli of tea. 



wfrhu ! 7 irCrt; V" ni : ,us flrc muflc > dancing, plays, and 
■I'H cr , *• Tncir dramatic pieces are neither lb cor- 

u wli Ra V l ns thofc oflhc Europeans, yet they are 
without their merits. 1 7 7 

the LW..?? lebratic IP of thc marriage rites comes within 

apartment of thc fanza or prieilj the bride and 
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bridegroom having a lighted torch or a lamp put into 
their hands, ftand before fome idol, when the wo- 
man, to evince that fhe is determined to commence a 
woman, burns all the trinkets and toys of her childhood: 
the company then congratulate her on her marriage, 
and make her a variety of prefents, to recompenfe her 
for thofe fhe hath deftroyed. The rejoicings continue 
feven days, during which every thing is done to promote.- 
mirth and feftivity, and at the cloTe of that time, the 
bride is conducted with great ceremony to her private 
apartment. 

They treat their women with great fe verity, and 
punifh adultry with death. Yet a man may Cake as 
many wives as he pleafes. 

The funerals in general, but particularly thoie of the 
nobles, are conducted with great pomp and folemnity, 
and no manner of expence is fpared, as it is a prevail- 
ing opinion among the Japanefe, that the greater the 
expence of a funeral, the happier the deceafed will be in 
the other life. 

The corpfe of a grandee is dreiTed in the moll fuperb 
apparel, and placed upon a litter made of cedar, in the 
ornaments of which the moft curious workmanfhip is 
difplayed. The women are carried in clofe coaches 
or fedansj and the men, elegantly dreiTedin white gar- 
ments, walk on foot. Many bonzas follow, fome fmg- 
ing, fome playing upon mufical inftruments, and others- 
carrying the banners of the deceafed. The rear is 
brought up by the domeftics of the family, who, like 
the reft of the mourners, are clad in white. On arriv- 
ing at the funeral pile, which is built of the moftfweet- 
fcented woods that can be procured, and the fragrancy 
of it heightened by the addition of fpices, gums, oils, 
and other perfumes, or odoriferous materials, the corpfe 
is laid upon it. An oration, fuitable to the ocoafion, is- 
fpoken, ftanzas are fung, and then fire is put to the pile 
in feveral places at once. A variety of cloaths, wines, 
flowers, fweet herbs, pieces of money, victuals, &c.^ 
are thrown in by the relations and friends, as prefents to* 
the defunct for his particular ufe in the other world. The 
whole then concludes with a banquet, and an entertain-- 
ment of fuch mufic as is beft calculated to banifh me- 
lancholy ideas. 

They pay an annual vifit to the tombs of their ancef- 

tors, at which time, when the company have arrived at 
the fepulchres of the dead, the bonzas defcribe the 
fituation of the perfons deceafed, and inform their rela- 
tions of all they have occafion for in the other life, 
which demands are ufually very extravagant. The kin- 
dred, however, furnifh every article with great fatisfac- 
tion, which they fend, together with a few kind and 
complimentary meflages, to the defunct, by means of 
the bonzas, who convert the whole to their own ufes, 
and leave the dead to fhift for themfelves as well as they 



can. 



The pages and dependants who attend upon the gran- 
dees engage themfelves, by a moft folemn oath, not 
to outlive their lords, but, upon their deceafe, to put 
themfelves to a voluntary death, which oath they are 
never known to break. 

Upon thefe folemn occafions, thc bonzas, or pricfts, 
are principal agents, acting in the feveral capacities of 
mourners, pricfts, and undertakers. 

The en I'ti ing day the neareft relations gather up the 
bones and allies of the deceafed, put them into a rich 
funeral urn, and depofit them in the fepulchres of their 
anceftors. It is here worthy of remark, that thc Japa- 
nefe, in their funeral ceremonies, very nearly refcmolc 
the ancient Greeks and Romans, as appears from the 
defcription of their poets. 

The fepulchres aie at a diftance from the towns, fur- 
rounded by an cnclolure, and planted with trees, which 
gives them a very agreeable appearance. 

„ Though the Japanefe in genernl are healthy, many 
are troubled with the leprofy, a difordcr equally dread- 
ful and naufcous ; and thofe who are infected with it 
are obliged to live in fome iolitaiy place, fecluded 
from fociety, where they remain without afllftance or 

companion, 
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SECTION V, 



*W txtermrnatton of Chrtftianity 



Jnfroditftion 



abfoli 



-JE government of Japan is monarchical and ! dc- 
feotic in the extreme, the emperor poffeffing 
a&7oIi,K«r over the lives as well as property of 
SSSSfir Formerly the emperors were at the head 
rf Sous as well as civil and nylitary matters and, 
under Se title of Dairo, were the pontiffs as well as lo- 
vcreisns of Japan,- at which, time they were held io 

ST^^^^^^ 1 bCm a g nv of dS 
with the regal authority, that a defeclio n in any of their 

fiibiefts waf deemed as a rebellion againft heaven itieU. 
Tfe were perfectly adored; but the abfurd dignity 
wSThey afTeftec£ and ftate in which they parted their 
Sav rendered their lives none of the moft defirable , 
[her were clofely confined, as it was deemed deroga- 
ro?^ their confequence to fafTer the iun to fhine or 
th7wind to Wow upon them : thus through a ridiculous 
parade of importance were they at once deprived of 
three of the greatelt bleffings of Providence, viz. li- 
berty, light, and freuS air. 

• Many other marks of the emperor's grandeur were 
equally difagreeable, and even difgufting : they were 
never fuffered to put their feet to the ground, to wear 
*he fame cloaths r eat out of the fame utenhls, or he in 
•he fame bed twicer nor were they permitted to have 
•heir hair cut, their beards fliaved, or their naife pared. 

They had generally twelve wives, who had each a 
palace, with finging and dancing women for their di- 
irerfion, befides an unlimited number of concubines. 

Their titles, and the manner of approaching them, 
were equally abfurd, the firft bordering, on blafphemy, 

and the latter on idolatry. 

Thus confined to a lblTtary effeminacy and luxurious 
inactivity, the admin iftration of public affairs was de- 
fecated to> the prime minifter, who was friled Cubo ; 
and it was one of the Cubos that dripped the Dairo of 
leaving any concern in the civil and military- authority. 
So that the Cubo at prefent may be deemed the em- 
peror, as he hath all the power ; and the Dairo the 
high prief? , or pontiff,, as he ftill poffcffes all the ec- 

defiaftical dignity. m 

The Cubo goes once in five years in grand procefFion 

to the city of Meaco to do homage to the Dairo, and 
acknowledge himfelf his deputy : this ceremony, how- 
ever, is a mere piece of affectation, and only calculated 
to prevent an infurreftion in favour of the Duiro^ who 
h itill highly reverenced by the common people. 

• The grand council of the nation at which the enrrpe- 
for prefides,,is compofed of four minifters fclefted from 
the principal nobility, and twenty-eight affiltant coun- 
fellors, four of whom are tributary princes, who come 
to the city of Jeddo, and attend by rotation. And' not 
only thefts but all the other dependant princ es, are 
obliged to attend upon the emperor fix months annu- 
ally* The governor and nobles mud be in waiting a 
limited time, and the elded fons of all the tributary 
princes, governors, grandees, nobles, &c. mult be edu- 
cated at court, and remain there during plcalurc; by 
which means the fubmiflion and fidelity of all the prin- 
cipal people in the empire is fecured either by their own 
pretence, or the hull ages they leave behind them. In 
critical times, an oath of fidelity is admit littered, and 
the wives and' younger children arc obliged d> refide in 
Jeddo v till any fltonn which is thought to be impending 

w blown over. 

/Vs an inftarccc of excellent policy, and a mod efiVc- 
nrnl prefervative from an idle and refractory difpofit ion> 
mot lefa than io,ooo of die common people arc cuii-- 
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ftriitly employed in the public works. Befides theft 
precautions Irtfmerous garrifons are difperfed through, 
kit the emfrire j all cities and towns are divided into 1 
ward's; fcperaied frorh each other by gates, which art 
tout atid guarded every night. 

The emperor's army,- gamfoh$ Jncludedy confift 0 f 
ioo,o0o foot and 10,066 horfe. This is the peace 
eftablifhment ; but in the time 6f war the tributary 
princes are obliged to join the royal ftaridard with fuch 
a number of troops as increafes the fird to 368,000, and 
the latter 38,606 men. The cavalry wear armour, 
but the" infantry have not any thing, defensive except 

helmets. . 

The Japanefe troops march i» diviiions of to men 

in each, five in front, and ten deep, each divifion be- 
ing commanded by a fingle officer, who keeps them m 
exact order. They arc arriied with either mufkets, 
pikes, bows and arrows, fabres and targets, or battle- 
axes. Five of thele divifions form a kind of regiment - w 
but they are not accompanied by any warlike mufie ; 
between each divifion are three led horfes finely capa- 
rifoned, and three flaves are* appointed to lead each 
horfe with long reins. The captains ride on horfeback 
between their refpedtive divifiwis, and on each fide of 
the horfes are a kind of panniers, containing the offi- 
cer's bedding and baggage. When an officer grows 
old„ he Is permitted to have a fmall fort of couch, or 
fupporter behind him, againft which he may commo- 
dioufly lean when fatigued by fitting upright. 

The revenues of the emperor, from the produce of 
the gold and fiWer mines, and the opulence of the 
country, muft certainly be very great, though the Ann 
cannot be pofitively afcertained. But lome writers 
have afTerted > that it exceeds 28,000,000. 

Their laws are rigorous, and their penalties fevere in 
the extreme ; the rirft have little or no mixture of le- 
nity,, and the latter are more than adequate to the crime. 
They have ao code of ftatutes, the emperor's will be- 
ing the grand law, and the inclinations of the fubortli- 
nate princes and governors final in their own kingdoms 
and provinces ; even every petty lord, or matter of a 
family, has a power over the Lives of their vaffals and 
relations. The fmalleft crimes are punifhed with death, 
and the only indulgence fhewn is to any of the tribu- 
tary princes when they offend* and this is no more than* 
allowing them to execute themfelves, which is deemed 
a great favour. The mildeft fentence in Japan is ba- 
niffemcnt to a dreary antf almoft barsen ifland, fur- 
rounded by rocks, and deffituteof almoft every com- 
fort of life. 

High treafon, and other crimes of an atrocious na- 
ture, which concern* the emperor's fafety or mtcrrtt, 
are not only punifhed in the perfon of the crinunal, but 
his parents, children, and all his relations are put to 
, death on the fame day, lee them be at ever fo great a 
diftance, expreffes being fent for that nurpofe to t ie 
1 different governors. With refpeft to other cruues, the 
male relations only are put to death, and the females 

fold as flaves. , . , 

Their pumfhmenta are as horrid as invention mm 
devifr, or cruelty execute - t fuch as, crucifixion with tw 
head downwards, burning, boiling in oil, teanna k 
pieces by wild horfes,. beheading, hanging, e. }l "« 
criminal efcapes, he is executed in effigy • but I is \\ • 
fortunate relations are punifhed in reality for crimes" 
which, perhaps,, they never had the lead thougtu u, 

conception. . . .„.. 

So >vide is the difference between their laws j 
thofe of our happy idand, that we may well lay wiu 
the poet, 

When fanguinary Liwsare ftrain'd too hi^V. 
The haplcfs guiltlcls for the guilty die. 
And greater crimes the legillators caule. 
Than the poor culprit who infrmg'd the laws. 
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The Japanefe are the groffeft of idolaters, ml ■ 
inecorurileablc to Cliriftianity, that it is coinmoiuy w 
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„i P^iftence of the wona, anu 
eternal exute i wh for te excmp i ary 

worfhipweje ori^na^ ^ imo dcitics . Th eir 

? k 7> Hivers and Xided into feveral feels ; their 
^i?nS* and their monafteries abundant. 

i ; rpfide in convents, fome of which contain a thou- 

< he fcculars « dif P erfed 2°** 
^l^5v«e houfes. The former are exceedingly 

Semious, but the latter live in luxury and idlenefs. 

Some of the temples are extraordinary for their ex- 
tent and magnificence, particularly one near Meaco, 

hich is equal in fize to St. Paul's in London, and con- 
the lirgeft idol in the Japanefe empire. The chair 
uvoti which it fits is feventy feet high, and eighty 
h oad The fellivals are as numerous as the deities ; 
and as the number of the latter are fo great, many of 
the former are daily celebrated in different parts of the 
empire, the number of feftivals greatly exceeding the 
number of the days in the year ; and various ceremonies 
are ufed upon thefe occafions, according to the anti- 
quity, dignity, and reputation of the idol whom they 

intend to honour. - 

The following is a fuccinct account of the rife, pro- 
prefs, and extermination of the Chriftian religion, in the 
empire of Japan. Chriftianity was firft introduced in- 
to this country by the Portuguese jefuits, in or about 
the year 1552.; their (kill in the mathematical fciences 
bein" their recommendation to the emperor, nobility, 
and literati. They gained many proielytes among the 
lower orders of the people, who were won by the mild 
precepts of a religion fo different from their own, which 
abounded with the moft bloody tenets * and captivated 
by the innumerable charities of the miffionaries to the 
poor, blind, lame, and difeafed of all denominations, 
whom their own pricfts reprefented as marked out by 
the vengeance of the gods, and afflicted by means of 
their anger. Many of the petty kings, and of the no- 
bility, hkewife became proielytes * but thefe the mif- 
fionaries repreient as hypocrites, who embraced the 
Chriftian faith merely through interefted motives that 
is, cither to monopolize the commerce of the Portu- 
guefe, or to learn thofe arts and fciences in which the 
jefuits were capable of inftrucling them. The mif- 
fionarieshad great fuccefs till 1616, when, being art- 
fully accufed of having formed a plot to dethrone the 
emperor, and fubvert the government, great jealpufies 
fubfiftedtill 1622, when a dreadful perfecution enfued, 
not only of the Chriftian foreigners, but of the native 
proielytes. Chriftianity was totally extirpated, and 
none are fince permitted to profefs the Chriftian tenets, 
undtr pain of death. Nor is a ftranger fuffered to land 
in any part of the empire, unlefs he firft publicly re- 
nounces them. 



SECTION VI. 

fcount (f the principal Cities of the Empire of Japan. 

A magnificent procejjion defer tied. 

MEACO, or Miaco, is fituarcd in the province of 
Jamatto, and was the ancient metropolis of the 
whole empire. It is built in a pleafant and ex ten five 
plain, on the fouthcrn coaft of the Iflandof Japan, be- 
ing furrounded at fome diftancc by mountains, which 
give a delightful and romantic prof pec* to the whole. 

I he circurnadjacent country between the city and 
the mountains, and the mountains themfelves, are co- 

V °K inri lh tc, . Tl ^ lcs » Sepulchres, and monafteries, and 
cmbelliihcd a variety of orchards, gardens, groves, 
uieaucs, and purling ftreams j and where 
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The- painted birds, companions ofthefpring, 

Hopping from fpray to fpray, arc heard to iing 
Both ears and eyes receive a like delight, 
Enchanting mufic and a charming fight.' 1 
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The various leaves on ev'ry bough are fccn, 
borne ruddy colour'd, fome of lighter green : 
No. 12. 



This fertile plain is watered by three confiderable ri- 
vers, which unite their ftreams in the center of the city, 
where a magnificent (tone bridge facilitates the com- 
munication between the upper and lower town. 

The palace of the dairo is fituated in the north part 
of the upper town : and on the weftern fide is a ftrong 
caftle, which ferves as a palace for the cubo, when he 
comes to pay homage to the dairo, who takes up his 
refidence here. It contains a fmall garrifon, is 600 
yards in length, has a tower in the center, and is fur- 
rounded by two ditches, the one dry, the other full of 
water, and abounding with the moft delicious fifti. 

The emperor having chfeontinued his refidence here, 
the city of Meaco has greatly declined ; fo that, accord- 
ing to the bed authorities, it does not at prefent contain 
above 1 00,000 fouls. The univerfities, colleges, mo- 
nafteries, and temples, are numerous, and magnificent 
to a degree. But the private houfes are but twoftories 
high, built of wood, and covered with xlay or thatched. 
Every houfe is obliged to have a refervoir, or trough of 
water, always ready in cafe of fire. They, however, 
join neatnefs with their fimplicity ; and every trade,, or 
calling, hath its particular ftreet or diftricr.. 

So extenfive is the palace of the dairo, that it might 
be deemed a city of itfelf. It is enclofed by magnificent 
walls, flanked with ftately towers, and furrounded with 
a double ditch. It contains twelve capital ftreets, in 
the center of which are the royal apartments, fuperbly 
gilt, elegantly fumifhed, and adorned with gardens, or- 
chards, pavilions, terraces, groves, ore. 

Jeddo, or Yeddo, deemed at prefent the moft im- 
portant city in the empire, for commerce, opulence, 
and extent, and refidence of the cubo of Japan, is 
fituate in the midft of a fine plain, in the province of 
Mufafi. It is in the form of a crefcent, and exceeds 
Meaco both in circumference and population. It is in~ 
terfected in almoft every ftreet by canals of water, whofe 
banks are planted with rows of trees. Thefe canals not 
only ferve as ornaments to die city, but are of lingular 
utility in cafes of fire, as they both afford a- ready fup- 
ply, and ftop the progrefs of" the conflagration. The 
city is not furrounded by walls, hut has a ftrong cattle 
to defend it. The river Tonkag waters it, fupplics the 
caftle ditch, and being divided into five ftreams, has a 
bridge over each. The principal of thefe bridges, nam- 
ed mphonbas, is the (jtandard from which all the roads* 
pofts, and diftances in the empire, are taken. 

This city is the conftant refidence of the tributary 
princes who attend on the emperor. The ftreeta are. 
wide and handfome, but more irregular than thofe of 
Meaco. The public buildings are magnificent, but the 
private buildings are as mean, and at the lame time as # 
neat as thofe of the before-mentioned city. 

The imperial palace is a moft noble building, formed 
by three cinctures, or circular piles of building, and en- 
clofing many ftreets, courts, apartments, pavilions, 
guard-houfes, gates, draw-bridges, gardens, canals, 
6cc. &cc. In it rcfides the emperor and his family, the 
royal domeftics, tributary princes, and their retinues, 
the minfters of ltate, many officers, and a ftrong garri- 
fon. The walls are built of free-ftones, which arc not 
cemented by mortar, or braced together with iron, but 
being prodigioully large, are laid loofc upon each other, 
which is a precaution taken, that they may not receive 
any confiderable injury from the earthquakes which are 
fo frequent, The whole pile of buildings is covered 
with gilt tiles, fo that at a diftancc ic makes a moft 
fplendid appearance, and feems to be a huge mountain 
of gold. Many of the (lately apartmcnti arc formed 
and altered at pleafure, by means of magnificent fcrcens, 
and fuperb moveable partitions. The principal apart- 
ments are the ball of attendance, where the emperor 

gives audience 1 the % ouncil chamber^ where the miniftcrt 
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of ftatc meet 5 the ball of a tboufand mats, where the 
tributary princes do homage, &c. This palace was 
built fo late as the year 1600, in the reign of the empe- 
ror Tayko. 

This city is under the dire&ion of two governors, 
who rule a year each alternately. Under thefe are infe- 
rior officers, like our aldermen, who have the direction 
of particular diftridbs or wards; and fubordinate to ■ theie 
are the ottonas, who have each the care of a particular 
ftreet. _ 

Ofaeca, fituatcd on the mouth of the river Jedogawa, 
deemed the chief fea-port in the empire, is inhabited 
by vaft numbers of merchants, tcadefmcn, and me- 
chanics. It is fo very populous, that an army of eighty 
thou land men has been drawn from it upon emergen- 
cies. It is near fifteen miles in circumference, con- 
tains many elegant houfes, and fome palaces belonging 
to the nobility. A ftrong quadrangular caftle defends 
the port. The walls are thick, the towers with which 
they are flanked well fortified, and the garrifon nume- 
rous. Two officers command here ; one has the fuper- 
imendance of the caftle, and the emperor's treafures, 
(tores, and cuftoms ; the other prefides over the gar- 
rifon. But the city itfelf hath a governor of its own, 
who has the regulation of all civil affairs . The houfes 
in this city are covered with a kind of earth of -a yel- 
low colour, which gives their roofs an elegant appear- 
ance ; and great quantities of this earth are trani'ported 
to other parts of the empire. In this city the watchmen 
make the hour known by means of three inftruments. 
An hour after fun-fct they beat a drum, the fucceeding 
hour is fignified by (Inking on a brazen bowl, and the 
hour fubfequcnt to that by ringing a bell : the next hour 
they begin again with the drum, proceed to the bowl 
and bell, and fo continue the whole night, ufing the 
three inftruments alternately. In all other parts of the 
empire, however, the hour of the night is told by beat- 
ing with two wooden cylinders againft each other. 

Sarunga is a confiderable fea-port town, has been 
the refidence of fome of the emperors, but is now on 
the decline j though it retains iis ancient privilege of 
coining money. 

About twenty miles diftant from Ofaeca (lands Sae- 
cai, inhabited by a proud fet of people, who all boaft of 
their anceftors, and pretend to be defcended from the 
ancient Japanefe emperors. 

This city is very ac.vantageoufly fituated as a place of 
ftrength, being defended on the different fides by a 
ftrong wall, an inacceffible mountain, a capacious 
ditch, and a formidable caftle. 

There is an iflet near the harbour of this city, called 
Pie-ncs, celebrated for its pleafant groves, and feigned 
as the refidence of a favourite idol, to whofe temple 
many of the inhabitants of the city repair in boats; and 
fome, through an excefs of zeal, jump into the water 
and drown themfelves by the way. 

Having defcribed the chief cities, &c. of Niphon 
or Japan, we proceed to diofe of Ximo, which are the 
following. 

Bungo, which, though faid to be the capital, does 
not contain any thing worthy of particular notice. 

Cangoxinia, remarkable for being the fpot on which 
the Portufruefe flrfl landed, is a fca*-port. It lies in 31 
deg. 42 mm. north latitude; and 133 deg. i6myi. eaft 
lonuiuide. A ftrong caftle is built on a rock in the 
harbour, and a light- houfc on another very high rock 
in the harbour. A good garrifon is kept here, and ma- 
ny il.u< ly tempjes adorn the city, 

Nangazaki claims notice as the mart of trade for the 
Dutch, being the only place in the whole Japanefe em- 
pire where they are permitted to come. It lies in 32 
cleg. 36 min. north latitude, and in 131 deg. 22 nun. 
call longitude, in the province of Tingcn. The city is 
in the form of a crefcent, delightfully fituated among 
verdant Jawnt, and furrounded by pleafant 'hilli. It 
contains many handfome buildings, particularly tem- 
plet, and is llroncly garrifoncd. The ftrettt, in gene- 
ral, are narrow and crooked, but nm a confiderable 



length, the temple, or fome public building, ttfildB 
terminating the vilta. 1 he town is watered by th 
rivers, and divided into upper and lower; the fonr* 
containing twenty-fix, and the latter fixty-one ftreet 
But ftrangers refide in the fuburbs, and are narroJ' 
watched. The principal buildings are five warehouiJ 
in which are laid up all the materials for forming thr * 
men of war, which, upon an emergency, may betaken 
out, and put together in a very fhort time; a powder 
magazine, the palaces of the two governors, the pala- 
ces of between twenty and thirty-five grandees, fixt/ 
two temples, thirty-five bridges, twenty being of ftonc 
and the reft of timber, and the gokina or prifon, which 
the people very emphatically flile helL It confifts of 
about one hundred dungeons or cages, feparate from 
each other, apartments for private executions, and 
baths, in which the prifoners are obliged to wafli them- 
felves, in order, as much as poflible, to prevent infee- 
tions. 

• With refpect to the I (land of Xicoco, the only au- 
thentic account that can be obtained is, that the capital 
is Ava. There are alio other places appertaining to 
the Japanefe empire, befides thofe we have mentioned 
fome few of which are inhabited, but the greater part 
are defert. 

As the curious reader will doubtlefs be highly grati- 
fied with the defcription of a procefiion, that equals, if 
not exceeds, any thing of the kind upon record, we 
(hall prefent that of the cubo from Jeddo to Meaco, to 
pay homage to the dairo, in full diiplay. 

They are ufually twelvemonths in making the neccf- 
fary preparations for this fuperb and magnificent pro- 
cefiion. The route between the two cities is divided 
into twenty- eight ftages, two of which the cubo per- 
forms in a day, entering the firft at noon, and putting 
up at the other at night; hence the whole journey takes 
up a fortnight to complete it. At every ftage the equi- 
pages and guards are changed; but the whole join in 
the procefiion, and follow the cubo entirely to Meaco, 
fb that the retinue is very confiderably augmented 
daily. 

Upon a certain occafion (according to the account of 
a Dutch grandee, who was upon the fpot) the dairo 
and cubo agreed to unite their numerous retinues, in 
order to render the fcene more fplendid and magnifi- 
cent. The ftreets were ftrewed with a white glittering 
fand, which gave them a filver appearance ; and on each 
_ fide a balluftrade was erected, and lined with a double 
file of foldiers, who were all cloathed in white robes: 
they wore a fey me tar on each fide, a varniflied capon 
their heads, and a pike in their right hand. 

At the dawn of day the fuperb cavalcade began : the 
domeftics of each monarch went firft, carrying ti e re. 
Ipeclive prefents in boxes admirably wrought, and ele- 
gantly varniflied. Thefe were followed by an hundred 
magnificent fedans, containing the ladies and gentlemen 
of the dairo's court, each being carried by four men in 
white garments, a fervant attending every one, ami 
holding over it a beautiful umbrella of filk, finely em- 
broidered with gold. Twenty-four gentlemen on hotlc- 
back fucceeucd, their caps were brown varnilhcd, ami 
adorned with a black plume of feathers : their boq( 
were gilt, and their diawers were fattin, covcml with 
^old and filver lace; and their arms were fey incurs, 
Bows, and arrows. The horfes on which they rode wen: 
final 1, beautiful, high fpirited, and richly caparifon^l. 
The laddies were finely embroidered, and the holders 
made of the fkins of tigers; elegantly decorated with 
red filk, and gold fringes. The horfes had two jnlt 
horns placed between their ears, and their mane* mci* 
curioufly ornamented with gold and filver wires, fcadi 
horfe was led bv two men, who held the bridle in one 
hand, and a rich umbrella in the other; and every one 
of thefe gentlemen was followed*by eight fervants, drn- 
fed in white, and armed with two fcymetars each. 1 ™ 
horfes were ihod, upon this particular occafion, with a 
kind of red filk, juft ftrong enough to ferve for the day. 
After diefc ewne three iupcrb ftatc coaches, CftC ^ 
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«,u\ch had two beautiful black bulls to draw it, every 
ffib£J covered with cr^ JOk and led byf>ur 
men. The coaches were of a fh ining > Qrpwn^ehr £ilr, 
Zd embelliflied, with the tno^^blc decoration*. 
Befides a door pleach fide, ^hey had a dopr ^?n4 
cmbelliflied with feftoons. .The wfceelp we^ ftpd^rtf 
the fpokes plated with gold, elegantly enamelled. The 

bodies were fquare; but the roofs of a circular form : 

the infides were of a mining black yarnifb,. painted With 
the arms of the dairo. Each coach con tainec} pne of ,the 
dairo's wives, and a female attendant ,* ancl all ^hrei 
were ftrongly guarded by a great number of footmen. 
Behind each coach was a pair of fteps plated wi'tji gold, 
to ferve in lieu of a foot-board, and the flippers of the 
lady who was riding in it. Twenty- three feclans fol- 
lowed filled with the ladies of honour. Their chairs 
were made of a fine white wood, highly polifhed, and 
"adorned with plates of copper elegantly wrou,ght. 
They were each carried by four men ;n white, followed 
by two with umbrellas, and guarded by a numerous ef- 
corr. Then came lixty-eight gentlemen on horfeback, 
attended by a great number or footmen. Thefe were 
followed by the principal grandees and minifters of 
hate, carrying prefents of ineftimable value, and fuc- 
eeedcd by two -trandrcrf- and fixry nobleitten. ' Then 
came the cubo's brothers, and one hundred and fixty- 
four tributary kings and governors, each attended _by a 
fuitable retinue. Thefe were followed by two ftate 
coaches, richer and more magnificent than the former j 
the firft containing the late emperor, Eede-tadda, who 
had abdicated the crown in favour of his fon -Toxogurf- 
fama, who followed his father in the other coach, both 
being guarded by four hundred foldiers richly , accou- 
tered. After thefe came many other fuperb coaches, 
and caravans, and thirty fedan chairs, .made of ebony 
and ivory, richly embellifhed, ' covered oy the moft 
fumptuous umbrellas, efcorted by many fervants, both" 
horfe and foot, and followed by a large band of mufi- 
cians, who fung to the tune of their in ftr undents. Then, 
followed the dairo's fedan, carried by fifty flentlemeq 
ricKly apparelled, and preceded { by forty life guards. 
The chair itfelf was as magnificent as art and expence 
could make it. The ihfide reprefented a blue iky, cm- 
bellilhed with the figures of the fun, moon, and planets, 
admirably formed with diamonds and other precious 
ftones. Perched on the fummit of the ourjide appeared 
the figure of a cock, with wings expanded, made ■ of 
mafly gold. And the whole cavalcade was clofed by £ 
numerous retinue, clad in the moft noble garments that 
art could furnifli, or money procure. 
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SECTION VII. 

Succintt Hifiory of Japan. 

THE annals of Japan, thofe of the early times in 
particular, are fo perplexed with incoherent re- 
lations, and involved in ambiguity and abfurdity, that 
they merit little or no attention. Their hirtorians alfo, 
inftead of adverting to the political and moral cha- 
raUersof their monurchs, have confined thcmfclves to 
"ml, tedious and uninterelting details of their defcent, 
names, births, fuccelTion, lengths of reign, &c. to re- 
capitulate which would conduce neither to profit or 

S£ r A n !T5 nt - We mal1 tllcl cforc mk,ce thc wholc as 

amtradtcd from their own chronicles* to a narrow com- 
Line/* " aS any authcntic account can be ob- 

Ka^k" th / efe k a PP c ars, that the monarchs of Japan 

in L ✓ , . u ? for l«We*«ty. and that three of them 

L 1 c- hr had livcd * om lhe a ^ of * 37 to 1 4 Q 
cliv k. bm -"? u » l )* founder of the Japanefe monar- 

7otK l gan r h ! 8 . rci 9 n 660 y cars bcforc thrift. In the 
mcnt y !n ? , ^ , rc !« n hc Stilted a form of govern- 
Zmri " ftablfhcd V s . civilized thc people, taught 
tbi« inr r ° n0 0gy ' and othcr ms ttnd Sciences j divided 

mo y car8 » and years, into mondis and days h fe- 



cured' the crowh to his posterity j and' fiavfrlfc J re!feried 
fo years, died in the 149th year of. hii 'age; < : - r?1 * 

' £ome of 1 theif nibilirchs have' tfgfatfzett fhcWiftl ve* 

By\t}ieir military exploits': ' one was !ranked upon' thai 

account "as more' tnaji rrioftal, and might be deemed 

ttyi Itoars p( tne'^a^ane-fe^ as was ! fiis 'rrTother the BeP 

Jona of W eouhhff . ' 

~ r [ Another menarch, named Taycho, though of mean 
extrat5ti6n, dilblayed fingtilar refolutiom in the. total 
fu^je^tion of oie > pejtfy; pHnces, and thereby quelling 
ftat febenious ^irit'^hic^ was prevalent in.the empire. 
He expelJeH the ^br.tuguefe; from Japan', prohibited 
their ever ^after trading' tVith nis' fubjectsV and Degan the 
firft perfecutidns agaihft the Chriftians, of which there 
were once great numbers in different parts of the errf- 
pire f The caufe of this was laid to' be fehe oppofitiort 
of the priefts. in- not allowing therri 1 a plurality of wives J 
and the peruiafibri of ike Dutcfh, wh6 told mem, thaf 
their emperor would become a flave to the'pope. . 

The perfecutiori againft the Chriftians iri j apan, botht 
natives and foreigners, was carried on wit^i fuch horrkf 
cruelty > that in the fpace of four yea^s no lefs than 
20,570 perfon's were cruelly maflacred. Notwithftand'— 
ing which, in the two fucceeding years, after the places 
'orwoririip h ad" been- fhrrr, an d the public p mf eflio fvog 
Chriftianity prohibited, the Jefuits, by their private en- 
deavours, made 12,000 profelytes; and when any of 
thefe were detected, they not only abfolutely refufed to 
abjure the Chriftian faith, but readily fubmitted to death, 
^and fu ffered martyrdom with aftonifhing conftancy. 
Indeed, the peffe'euti^n' continued forty years, reck- 
oning from its commencement in the reign of Taycho, 
with unremitting cruelty, before Chriftianity could be 
|l totally exterminated*^ 

The laft monarch, of whom there is any authentic 
account, .was called Tfinaios, who ftands upon record 
as a great philofopher, a ftrifb obferver of the laws, of 
ap humane, benevolent dilpofition^ and, in one word^ 
^ie father ,o£ his people. 
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§ E g t 1 o n vnr. 

. Definition of the Land of Jeflb, or Jedfo, 

country, which extends from 42 to 50 deg, 
I north latitude^ and Jies to the northward of tjie 
lUand of Niphbn, or Japan, is governed by a tributary 
prince depending on that empire. 

There are two different accounts of this land, one by 
the natives, the other by Father de Angelis, a Sicilian 
Jefuit, who went thither in the year 16-20. That of 
the former runs thus : 

Thc natives of Jeflb are ftrong, fierce and favage ; 
they wear their hair and beards long, and cover them- 
felves all over with the fkins of wild beafts, with the 
fur outwards, fo that, upon the whole, they have a 
moft frightful appearance. Thofe who live on the 
fouthern coaft are. much more civilized than thofe who 
refide in the inland parts. 

They are expert in fifliing, hunting, and the ufe of 
the bow and arrow, which are their only weapons. The 
country is rocky, woody, but little cultivated, and in 
many places barren: it only produces a coarfe kind of 
barley, fome roots, and a few fruit trees. 

The people worfhip the firmament, but have few 
religious ceremonies. They are ftrong, hardy, and 
addicted to drinking, when they can procure liquor : 
they have their ears bored, and wear River ornaments 
hanging to xherru 

Thc Jefuit abovementipned gives a more favourable 
description of thefe people, and informs us, that thc 
natives of Jeflb are ftouter, taller and fairer than the 
Japanefe i that they let their beards grow very lonjf, 
but fhavc the fore parts of their heads j thaf they make 
a very ftrong wine, which they diink^ to excels, and 
drefi themfclves in filk, cotton, or linen gowns, which 

art long! and ernbellilhcd with nccdlc-work. 

lie 
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He adds* that befides bows and arrows, they ufe 
lances, fcymeters, and poifoned darts ; that they arc 
quarrelfome, capricious, paffionate, and revengeful > 
but at the fame time almoft as ceremonious and infin- 
cere as the Chinefe, Polygamy is allowed among them, 
and adultery they punifh thus: the man pays a pecu- 
niary fine, and the woman is clofe fhaved, which is the 
greateft.difgrace that can happen to her. If the gal- 
lant refufes to pay the mule*, the hufband has a right to 
ftrip him whenever and wherever he meets him, and 
Tend him home naked; to effe ft which, he calls to his 
affiftance all that are near at; hand, who f are obliged jo 
aid him in plundering the adulterer. , 

All the particulars mentioned by the Jefuit are con- 
firmed by feveral Dutch mariners, who have, fince his 
time, vifited Jeflb. From them it appears, that their 
boats are made Qf (Tight boards /aliened together with 
cords made of the bark of a tree, called <coxo, which, 
when they return from nlhing, are unfaftened, and Care- 
fully laid up. That many or the natives wear rings, 6h 
their fingers as well as trinkets in their ears, and paint 
their lips and eye -brows blue j that the men are very 
jealous ; the women in general modeft i and the lan- 



guage a, corrupt mixture of the Chinefe and Japanefe 
tongues. 

They have no place in the whole country, th at can 
deferve the name of a city : .even Matzimai, the capi- 
tal, is a very ineonfiderable town. Here the prince of 
the country^ as well as the Japanefe governor, refides • 
but the former is obliged to go once a year to Jeddo 
to do homage, and make a prefent to the emperor of 
Japan. 

The manner of executing criminals is fomething fin. 
gular : the culprit is laid flat upon his back, his arms 
and legs being ftretched out, and held tight by two 
ftout fellows to each j the executioner then, who is arm. 
ed with an iron headed club, dances round him, fing$ 
a fong, and at length difcharges fuch a blow at his head 
as breaks his fkull, which is immediately followed by 
another upon the ftomach, that difpatches him in an in- 
ftant. 

• Of the Higher Jeflb or <3ku, there is no other ac- 
count from the Japanefe geographers, than that it is 900 
miles in length : but the fouthern parts of Jeflb, already 
defcribed, were conquered by Joritomo, the firft cubo 
of Japan, and annexed to the dominions of that empire. 
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Situation, Extent, Climate, Soil, and various ProdhftioHs: 

* 1 

THE kingdom of Corea is divided into eight riroV 
vinces, which contain ifptoarils of an mmart?cf 
and fixty cities, with many caftles and fortified places. 
It lies between the -34th and 43d de^g. ofnorthern lati- 
tude, prom north to fouth Corea is about 450 miles in 
length ; . and from eaft to weft about 225 in breadth. 
On the north fide it is contiguous to that part of Chi- 
nefe Tartary which is callecfthe Mancheoux qr Mart- 
chew Tartars. Notwithftandin^ th'13 natural boundary 
they have built on this fide an high wall as a limit of 
feperatiori between the two kingdoms. On the Weft 
fide Corea hath a prolbect of Chan-tong in China, from 
which it is fepe rated by a bay, and over this is the mod 
common paflage from Corea to China, the way by the 
great mountain being almoft impaiTable : in the winter 
lcafon ihey crofs this bay on foot, it being then frozen 
over. Corea, on the eaft and fouth, is bounded by 
the ocean. 

The entrances into its ports are very difficult and 
dangerous, from the rocks and lands along the coafts. 
To the louth-eaft the land ftretches far towards Japan, 
there being only twelve leagues diltance between the 
city of Poufan in Corea and the Ifle of Tfufllma, which 
is under the jurifdiction of the Japanefe. 

The northern climate of Corea is lb exceedingly 
feverc, and the fnow fometimes falls in fuch prodigious 
quantities, that the people are forced to work a paiTage 
under it, in order to go from one houfe to another ; 
and they fix a fmall board to their feet, to keep them 
from (inking into the fnow. As this dreary region 
yields no rice, the inhabitants are forced to live \\yot% 
barley i and, for the want of cotton, c loath themfelves 
in Oieep-fkins and coarfo hempen cloth. This climate, 
however, produces great plenty of ginfeng, with which 
the natives carry on a very profitable trade to Jap^n ; 
this Kin-feng, however, is inferior to that of Tartary, 

The foutlTrrn parts of the kingdom are fruitful, pro- 
ducing every neccflXry of life, as rice, millet, and 
other fort* of grain \ alfo filk, cotton and flax : ehe 
Coretns, liowevcr, have not die art of manufacturing 
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filk into piece goods. Here grows a kind of gram 
called faniz, of which they make a ftrong liquor. The 
Japanefe, within this laft century, have taught them to 
plant and drefs tobacco, the ufe of which they were en- 
tire llrangers to before. Here are filver, lead, and 
iron mines : nor do the natives make an ineonfiderable 
profit of their tyger, fable, and caftor (kins. The coun- 
try abounds with all forts of cattle, as well as with bqth 
wild and tame fowl. They have a breed of horfes not 
more than four or five feet high. They have wolves, 
tygers, and bears, but no elephants. In their rivers are 
many crocodiles, or kaimans, as ftiled by die natives. 
The back of the kaiman is covered with fo ftrong a coat 
of fc ales; as to be mulket proof: it has a large head, 
4rtd a mouth opening almoft to its ears. Contrary to all 
other animals, this creature moves only its upper jaw. 
Its bade bone confifts of a long procels of vertebra,-, or 
moving joints ; and in its fins it hath a fort of claws. It 
is a very voracious animal, and is alike greedy of fifh and 
flefli, particularly human flcfti. This country produces 
likewile great numbers of ferpents, and other reptiles 
of the venomous kind. 

The rivers Yalu and Tumcn take their rife in the 
high mountain that joins Corea to Chinefe Tartary, one 
running to the welt, and the other to the eaft. Tins 
mountain, which is one of the higheft in Afia, is al- 
ways covered with fnow, and is therefore called Chang- 
pc-chang by the Chinefe, and Chan-alia by the Ta- 
tars, or the White Mountain. 



SECTION II. 

Ferjons, Difpofitio*, Drffs, Habitations, Marriageu 

Funerals, Ceremonies, l£c. of the Natives. 

THE inhabitants of this country are, in general, 
well made, with good features, of a tradable d»i- 
pofition, addicted to pleafurc, and very fond of imih*' 
and dancing. They are, for the moft part, weak and 
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credulous i yet, at the fame time, tricking and dealt 
ful. They have, notwithftanding, a law among them, 
by which fraudulent contracts are made void, where 
there is evident proof of the deceit, ^ 
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' „ or< > rimid and pufillanimous, and confequehtly 
•* r SeHs their avcrfion. They abhor the 

fight or Diw , malignant difeafe. 



Irneciallv fuch as have any malignant aucaie. 
P*k ? removed into little ftraw hovels in the 
f m where their relations are charged with the care 
? f m and receive ftrict orders to warn an paOengers 
ottnem, ,. ft and f ome times the poor wretches 

SS& and fuffered to peri*. When a 
town or village is vifited by the plague, thev hedge up 
TL avenues to fuch town or village by briars* and 
1 e fiffi on the infefted houfc-s. 
P Thofe of the firft rank wear a purple-coloUrcd filk 



girdle 



„.f,n 'with 1 lone and wide fleeves, and a fafli or 
£ Trou id fhem. They alfo wear fur caps and linen 
luteins. The common clalTes wear cotton or hempen 

C In general their habitations are mean ; but thofe of 
nerfons of diflinction are handfome and fpacious. In the 
front of thefe is an advanced apartment tor the accom- 
modation of grangers, the leceiving of vifits, and the 
giving entertainments. There are generally alfo be- 
longing to them a grand court, a fountain, and a gar- 
den planted with rows of trees. At the lower end of 
the court are the apartments of the women, into which 
no ftrangers are admitted s though the better fort oc- 
cafionally fuffer their wives to receive vifits in the com- 
mon hall, and alfo to fit at table: however, they al- 
ways fit immediately oppofitc to their hu (bands. 

Tobacco is ufed here by perfons of both fexes, and 

all ages. 

Marriages are here prohibited to the third degree of 
kindred. Sometimes children of feven or eight years 
old are contracted; in which cafe the females (an only 
daughter excepted) arc brought up by the father-in- 
law, tin the celebration of the nuptials. On the day of 
marriage the bridegroom mounts his deed, accompa- 
nied by his friends, and, after riding through different 
parts of the town, flops at the door of his bride, upon 
which her relations come out to him, and then conduct 
her to his houfe, where the nuptials are, without further 
ceremony, confummated. 

A plurality of wives is allowed, provided the hufband 
keeps only one at home. A partiality, however, is 
(hewn to the grandees, who often keep three or four at 
home j but then one of them acts as fole and fupreme 
n. iilrefs. 

The Coreans do not, in general, manifcit any par- 
ticular attachment to their wives : on the contrary, they 
too frequently treat them not much better than Haves. 
They not only divorce them at their pleafure, but 
oblige them at the fame time to take their children along 
with them. 

The molt confidtrable part of the father's fubftance 
devolves to the deleft fon ; the refidue of his effects is 
equally divided among the other male children, the 
daughters having no claim to any fhare in the dividend. 

If the father of a family lives to a very advanced age, 

it in ruliomary for him to make over the whole of his 

iuWhnee to his clcielt fon, who, in that cafe, takes pof- 

frflion of the family honie, ami builds a fmaller one for 

his Aged father, whom he provides for with all dutiful 

['(■Ipedt, though he has nothing farther to expect from 
him. 

The Coreans bury their dead only at two fcafona of 
theyear, fpring and autumn ; and, till the time of bu- 
iial arrives place the corplc in a kind of hut made of 
nilhes, railed upon four Hakes, in their courts or gar- 
dens The deecafed lies in a double coffin, the parts 
! lf are cemented clofcly together, and is drcfled 
jn his bi a apparel, with tome toys lying by the fide of 
All rhe kindred of the deceafed repair ro his houfe 
on the evening preceding the funeral, and pafs the night 
jn caroufing and jollity. At tiiwn of day they let out 
in proceflion with the body, the bearers Tinging all the 
w j|y, and keeping exact time with their voices and ftcps, 
r 11 rcfl of thc company pierce the air with their 

o«u i amrntations - In PF^at they are interred in 
gravei five or fix feet deep: bui people oT rank arc dc- 
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pofited in ftone vaults, whereon is commonly placed 
the effigy of the deecafed, with an infer iption at bottom, 
difplaying his titles, &c. - The company who attend t\M 
corpfe at the funeral return three days after to the fe* 
pulchre, to make their offerings to the deceafed, which 
fuperftitious practice is repeated monthly, at the full of 
the moon, when they cut the grals growing round the 
vault or grave. 

Children mourn for their fathers three years, during 
which time no one is allowed to exercife any public of- 
fice* A man mlift not even lie with his wife: for 
mould any infant be born during the time of mourning, 
it would not be allowed to be legitimate in law* Quar- 
relling, fighting, or immoderate drinking, during the 
mourning, is deemed an high mifdemeanour. 

The mourning worn by the Coreans con Tills of a 
fliabby gown of coarfe ftufF, under which they have a 
fort of hair cloth corded, with a twitted band of the fame 
hanging down from their hats, which ate made of green 
ru flies. During the whole time of mourning they never 
wafh themfelves, and confequently appear very filthy. 

On the deceafe of a relation, the kindred run into 
the.ftreets like frantic people, tearing their hair, and 
alarming the whole neighbourhood with their bitter la* 
mentations* 

The Coreans are under very little religious reftraint. 
According to a late author, the grandees appear void 
of all devotion, and rather idolize themfelves than their 
gods ; and though the common clalTes are more reli- 
gious, yet their worftiip feems to confift more in exter* 
nal ceremony, than inward adoration. . The religion of 
Foe, io much in efteem by the commonalty of China, 
hath (bme votaries in Corea alfo. The country abound* 
with temples confecrated to this deity. Here too are 
the followers of Confucius. 

They affemble, on particular occafiorts, in their" 
temples, when every one lights a piece of fwect-fcented 
wood, and throws it into a vale placed before the idol. 
The greatett part of the Coreans believe the doctrine of 
tranfrpigration, and that there is a future ftate of reward* 
and punifhments\ 

There are prodigious numbers of monks in almoft 
every part of the kingdom. Some cities maintain^ 
within their particular jurifdiction refpectively, not iefs 
than 4000 of them: and there are fingle convents con- 
taining five or fix hundred, which are divided into dif* 
tinct clalTes of ten, twenty, and thirty each. The ie- 
nior of the convent is inverted with the authority of go- 
vernor, and has the power of inflicting the baftinado on 
his inferiors, upon any violation of die rules of their or- 
der. Thefe monks do not bind themfelves by vow for 
life, as in fome other countries, but have the privilege 
of returning to a fecular life when weary of folitude ; 
and it mult be acknowledged that their mode of life is 
not very eligible; for they are not only fubjedt to a 
moft rigorous difcipline, but are forced to pay heavy 
taxes impofed on them by the ltate, and are betides held 
in contempt by the generality of the people. The royal 
monks, indeed, are better -refpected : thefe are fuch ai 
live about the court, and are often employed in offices 
of high importance. The monks are enjoined the greateft 
abftinence; and a failure of obedience is nunifhed with 
an cxpulfion from the monaftery, befiues previoufly 
fuftering the ball in ado. 

There are alfo two monarthric* for religious wotti *n; 
the one for daughters of die nobility, and the other for 
young women of inferior rank. They are all fhavel, 
but not confined for life, and have a difpenfation frj ti 
the king to marry, if they pleafc, and leave the m j- 
naftery. 

SECTION III. 

State of the Sciences > Language* Mode of Juu anion, 

Commerce, fcfr. 

THESE people hold the liberal arw if Jiigh efteem. 
Like the Chinefe, they have then- dottor* and 
other literati, who diftinguiih themfelves by a double 
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feather in their caps. They pafs regularly to . their de- 
i^dwugh certain annual examinations m the chirf 
f iti« agreeable to the Chinefe cutW The aflem- 
^'ofSSta on thefe occafions is very ^ confidcr- 
ablf » but, unfortunately, the fuffirages of the electors 
are for the moft part venal. , 

In eeography they are very ignorant, and have tne 
Jft affi notions/ They think that the glob* r con- 
fsfts only of twelve kingdoms ; and their map extends 
no farther than Siam. Even the literati entertain the 
erroneous idea that, there are no more th an twelve „ a- 
tions in the iiniverfe; nor has it been poflible to con- 
vince them of their errors. 

The Corean language hath a fet of characters pecu- 
liar to itfelf, which the women, and common claries ot 
community, fpeak and 'wrier. However, the literati 
affea the Chinefe language. . 

They have the fame method of printing as the Chi- 
nefe ; and alfo a grand library, which is under the im- 
mediate care of the firft prince of the blood. 

Their mode of education is highly commendable. 
Without rigour, they implant in the tender mind a fenJe 
of honour and emulation. They relate to their chil- 
dren the virtues of their anceftors, and fpur them on to 
affiduity in their ftudies, by extolling the advantage 
and reputation of learning; the principal part of which 
confifts in the knowledge of moral philofophy, as pre- 
ferred by the great Confucius. 

Their chief commerce is with the Japancfe, more 

Jarticularly with the i (landers of Tfuflima, fubjeft to 
apan, who have a factory at Poufan in Corea, to 
which place they bring the fcented wood, allum, paper, 
pepper, buffalos horns, and other commodities, in ex- 
change for which they receive cotton and gin -1 eng. 

The only fpecies of money ufed by the Coreans are 
pieces of copper, called cafis ; and thefe are current no 
farther than the frontiers of China. In other parts they 
make their payments in wedges or ingots of fdver, 
without any (tamp or mark on them. 

SECTION IV. 
Civil* Military, and Naval Injtitutisns. 

THOUGH the king of Corea is no more than a 
vaflal to the emperor of China, he affects as 
much ftate and pompous ceremony. He keeps con- 
tinually in his (ervice a great number of houfliold troops : 
thefe guard his palace, and attend on htm wherever he 
goes. 

If any one happens to be in the way where the king 
is patting, he muft inflan-ly turn afide, and not pre- 
fume to look at his majefty ; and the people all fhut up 
their doors and windows ; for the king muft not be feen 
by any of them 5 and mould any one be difcovered 
peeping, he would fufFer the baftinado. 

He excrcifes an unlimited authority over his fubjects, 
is lord of all the lands in his kingdom, no private per- 
fon having the abiblute right and property of any cftate. 
Thefe lands his majefty beftows on whomsoever he 
pleafes, and for whatever term of years he thinks pro- 
per \ though, on die death of the feoffee, the land re- 
verts to the crown. 

His council of ftate is compofed of fevcral mini Iters, 
whoaflemble daily in his palace ; though none are fuf- 
fered to ^ivc an opinion upon any thing, till firft afked 
by his majefty \ neither dare they meddle in any ftate 
concern without his royal order. If they behave well, 
and to the fatisfaclion of the king, they are continued 
in office during life* and this rule holds good alfo with 
relpecl to the other court officers, who, unlefs guilty 
of Ionic miitlemcanour, generally die in their employ- 
ments : but fuch employments do not pafs by patent 

fo their children. 

Magiftrates of cities, and governors of fortified 
places, are c ho fen cvciy third year. In cal'e of mal- 
practices, diefe arc cithcT-fent into exile, or fentenced 

to ibffer death. 
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Exclufive 



every thing productive of profit ei ther on land or fr. " 
the tythe ot' the fruits of the earth is colle&ed in narv ft 
time, before tli* crop is taken off from the ground 



lands granted to the peddle, the king has the tythe $ 

or 
har 

- . .ground. 

There is great rigour, as well as partiality, j n t u 

laws of this country. All rebels and traitors, together 
with their whole families, are cut off without th? kjv 
gleam of mercy, and the habitations of the fufferers l c 
veiled with the ground. If a woman kills her hufbaud" 
fhe is placed up to her flioulders in the earth of fo m< ! 
high-road, and clofe to her is placed an hatchet, witii 
which every one gives her a chop as he pxiTcs by her 
In ftiort, all paffengcrs are obliged to this by the laws 
except thofe of noble family. The magiftrates of th'* 
glace where the murder is perpetrated, are fuipended 
from the execution of their office: and if it be a town 
of note, it forfeits its jurifdiction, and becomes fubur- 
dinate to fome other town ; or, at bed, only fome pri- 
vate fubjeft has the care of it. The fame penalty is 
inflicted* on any town revolting from the obedience due 
to its governor, or for bringing any accufadon againlt 
him not founded in truth. 

Notwithltanding the feverity of the laws refpccVmg 
the women, they juftify and protect the man who kills 
his wife when detected in adultery, or any other capital 
offence, proved by fubftantial evidence : or jf he gives 
her up to public juft ice, fhe is condemned ro die, with 
permiffion, however, to choofe the mode of her furr- 
ing death; and in diis cafe the women generally cut 
their own throats. 

If an unmarried man be detected in criminal conver- 
fation with a married woman, they puniih htm by Grip- 
ping him down to the waift, and leaving him only a 
pair of drawers on : they then fmear his face with lime, 
pierce an arrow through each of his ears, and tie a ket- 
tle on his back, which is beat upon as the offender 
walks through the Itreets, and then he receives the 
baftinado. 

Murder committed on the petfon of a freeman, is 
puniftied as follows. They oblige the criminal to fwal- 
low a quantity of vinegar with which the body of the 
murdered perfon has been waflied ; then they trample 
the delinquent underfoot, and kick him on the belly till 
he dies. Theft is punifhed in the fame manner. 

The common mode of punifhment is the exejeife of 
the baftinado on the pofteriors, and fometimes on the 
fhins and foles of the feet. When this diicipline is given 
on the ihins, they bind the legs of the fu Merer to a c »'J- 
plc of benches, tlie one at his feet, and the other under 
his hams, and in this pofture they ftrike him on the 
legs with a fort of lafh. They are not permitted to uv- 
fli& more than thirty llrokes at a time. However, two 
or three hours afterwards, they repeat the diicipline, 
and fo on till they have given the full number of ftrokes 
agreeabfe to the ientence parted. When an offender is 
fentenced tofuffer the baftinado on the foles of his fat, 
they compel him to fit down on the ground, and then 
tying his two great toes together, fix them in a wooden 
frame, and infra the appointed number of llrokes. 

Women and apprentices commonly receive the Lul- 
tinado on the calves of their legs. Pcrfons who are in 
arrears with the king, or who refufc to nay tlu-ir other 
creditors, are fentenced to be baftinadoed on their lluns 
which dreadful and painful discipline is repeated every 
fifteen days, till they pay the debt or debts. 

The grand council try all criminals of Hate, am! art 
obliged to lay all the particulars of their proceeding 

before the king. . 

The military government in Corea is nearly the J. nu- 
ns the civil, each province having a general, or en 
of the militia, with four or five colonels under Imu, ( 
of t hem commanding a 
has under him fo many capta 
government of fome fortrefs or town, 
is 

ccr 

an accurate lift of all the men belonging 



or five colonels unuei mm, — 
. regiment; and eve.y colonel 
captains, each of which hand"; 



In ihort, thf 

In 



isfcarcca village bur what has a commanding 
:cr in it : and the inferior officers arc obliged to w • \ 
*n accurate lift of all the men belonging to their i«»P 
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*hich tney^ttanfmit to their fuperior officers 
at rnhcr of foldiers he has in pay. 

BU ?verVci^ in the kingdom is compelled to fit out one 
£«Se fhip of war. Their {hips have commonly 
C °IIwts and about thirty oars, with five or fix men to 
un*r which, added to marines on boardj make a 
%± of about three hundred men \u each (hip. Their 
ftores confift .principally of cannon and po^granadots 
V very province has its particular admiral, who is obliged, 
to review the (hips of war belonging to his province 

annually. 

SECTION V, 

Compendious Hijtory of Corea; 

THE inhabitants of Corea were once divided under 
different princes, laws, maxims, and cuftoms. 
In procefs of time they united, and formed themfelves 
into one nation. According to the Chinefe annals^ the 
rnoft confiderable of thefe early natives were named 
Kau-kiu-Ji, defcended from the Tartars*. 

The firft king of Corea is laid to have been Ki-tfe, 
a nephew of Gehou, emperor of China, who introdu- 
ced into the kingdom the Chinefe laws, civilized his 
people, and acquitted hhnfelf in the public adminiftra- 
tion of affairs, with great prudence and wifdorru This 
event happened in the year 1120 before Chrift. * 



. The throne of Corea was filled by the fucceftbrs df 

Ki-tfe near nine hundred years : but, at length, Tchu- 

ang-fiang-vang, emperor of China, fubdued the Corearts, 

and reduced the tide of their king to that of bean, dr 

count* with a very limited authority annexed. Abdut 

forty years afterwards a prince of the family of Ki-tie, 

named Chun, refumed the title of king, but was in a 

very fhort time dethroned i and, at* his death, the ratfe 
of Ki-tfe became extlhdt. 

A native of China, named Vey-nan, then forced fife 
way to the throne 6f Cbrea, and, in order to fectlre his 
ufurpation* courted an alliance with the emperor of 
China* and obtained the title ofvatig, or king. The 
fovereignty, however, did not continue a long timfcin 
the Family of Vey-nan ; for his grandfon was maflactffcd, 
and the Chinefe profiting by the confufion attendant on 
this cirtumftancej conquered Corea a fecond time* It 
was, however, in procefs of time, reftored to its ancient 
monarchial form of government, and the king fubmit- 
ted to pay a tribute to the emperors of China. 

Corea has fince undergone various revoliltions ; 
fprnetimes being under vaflalage to the Chinefe, Vome- 
times tributary, lbmetimes independant, and very 
often, at war with that nation. It fa now, however, 
tributary to it ; and his Corean majefty, on his accef* 
fion to the throne, receives from the emperor of China> 
his confirmation upon his knees. 
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Oft artary in General, and Eaftern tartary in particular. 

Ex tent j Cujiomsy Religion, &c. 

* 

* ■ * ■ 

T ARTARY, taken in its full exent, is bounded 
on the weft by the Cafpian Sea and Perfia ; to the 
fouth by Pe-rfia, Indoftan, Arracan, Ava, China, and 
Corea j to the eaft by the Pacific Ocean ; and to the 
north by the Frozen Ocean. It lies between the 55th 
and i4iftdegrees of longitude from London, and- be- 
tween the 37ch and 55th degrees of north latitude, be- 
ing 3600 miles long* and upwards of 900 broad in ma- 
ny places. One part is fubjecl to the Chincle empire ; 
another is under the dominion of Ruflia i and the third 
is independent. 

This wild and inhofpitable country is inhabited by 
people of different denominations, manners, and cul- 
toms. The Mantchcoux, or Man tc hew Tartars, live 
chiefly in huts on the banks of the rivers. Their coun- 
try is in the north of L-ao-tong, the rnoft eafterly of the 
Chinefe provinces,, and is bounded by the river Sagha- 
han-ula on the north, by Corea and Lao-tong on 
tnefouth, eafterly, by the ocean, and wefterly by the 
Mongols coumry. It is divided into three provinces, 
viz. Mugden, Kirin-ula, and Tfirfi-bar .and hence 
originated that enterprising fpirit, which, in time, tri- 

un J£hcd Qver the imperial throne Q f China. 

Inc foil of the province of Mugden (which is about 
*7o miles in length, and jao broad) is a favourable 
one, produ.qing.fome wheat, millet, and cotton, as well 

F a vf C T c ** lc * »nd fcyeral forts of fruits. 
in.Mugdcn, the capital* are fcveral public buildings, 
and cows of jufticc as at Pe-king. ■ - 

ind^A thctxi °b «PW city is *W»Wg^hing, which, 
Corea may be deemed the key of the gwjat pJninfula of 

ii^* ^S& cn of Pe-king,.which is about 

auics diftant, there axe two large hand&mc roada, 
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which are kept conftantly in repair, and which WCIC> 
with great Jabour, formed principally for the emperoV* 
whenever it Jhould be his royal .pleaiure to vifit his 
Tartarian territories. One »of thefe roads is for thepafl- 
fage of his majefty to Tartary, and the>otlicr for his paft 
fage back from thence toPe-kmg. 

The fecond province is Kirinula. Ic has Lao-tong 
on the weft for its boundary, the ocean on the eaft, Co- 
rea on the fouth, and the river Saghalian-ula north ; it 
is a mountainous defart, upwards of 740 miles, in lengthy 
and 600 in breadth. Added to a rnoft bleak, keen 
air, here is fcarce any tiling to be feen but the gloomy 
tops of mountains, nor any thing heard but the hideous 
howlings of wolves and tigers. Very little rice grows 
here, but plenty of oats. 

Thofe Tartars, who take up their refidencc in huts 
on the river Ufuri, and fubfift principally on fiin, are 
Yupis. They imitate the Chinefe in drefs, and the 
women decorate their hair with a variety of baubles. 

The Ke-cheng Tartars live after the lame manner 
on the banks of Saghalian-ula. 

When the rivers are frozen over, they are drawn in 
fledges upon the ice by dogs* They are very ignorant 
and uncivilized, though peaceable and inoffenlrrc. . 

The Yupis have no fovdreign prince, but choofc fe* 
veral chiefs. The Mugden provincials have a Tarta- 
rian general, who has a lieutenant-general, and a great 
number of foldiers under him. 

The third province of Eaftern Tartary is Twitfikar* 
and the capital, alfo named Twitfikar, U peopled moft- 
ly by Chinefe, and is a place of tolerable trade. 

Some of thefe people are famous for hunting fables, 
the (kins of which are of great utility T)Qjh m j and 
the women hunt them as well as the mmttVSfttJhe pur- 
fuit.of this game they frequently meet withKfygirra, whick 
they arc never afraid to engage, and generally get the 

better of them : however, it any one is unfortunately 
killed b~ — 1 l:. s • 7 

do not m 9 

lihood 



br this animal, his companion or companions 
dccliac their purfuit of the fable 1 far the-lr llv#_ 
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lihood depends principally upon the furs they get by 



their adivity and perfeverance in the new. 

Here arc fame gold mines, and fevcra) of the rive 
contain fine pearl Series, the pearls of whith arc 
highly efteerned by the natives* 

The lateft and moft authentic aCcolmt refpeftmg the 
manners and government of the Scythians, or haftcrn 

Tartars, is the following* 

The cxtenfive regions of Scythia, or Tartary, have 
ever been inhabited by vagrant tribes of hunters and 
fhepherds, too indolent to cultivate the earth, and too 
reftlefs to be confined to one fpdt. - They have how- 
ever, been famous for their courage and conquefts, and 
though vagrant ihepherds, caufed the monarchs of Afia 

to tremble on their thrones; 

Through their neglect of agriculture, fhefe peoble 
are reduced to the neceflity of living upon their flocks 
and herds, which, as they accompany them on the march, 
afford a lure and increafing fupply of flefh and milk. 
They feed indifferently on the flefh of thofe animals 
that have been killed for the table, or died with difeale. 
Horfe-flefh, which in every age and country has been 
profcribed by the civilized nations of Europe and Afia, 
they devour with peculiar greedinefs, and this Angular 
tafte tends to the fuccefs of their military operations. 
As the cavalry of Scythia is always followed by a num- 
ber of fpare horfes, thefe may be occafionally uied for 
the purpofe of fpeed, or to appeafe the hunger of the 
barbarians. When the forage round a camp of 1 ar- 
tars is almoft confumed, they Daughter a part of their 
cattle, and preferve the flefh either fmoaked or dried 
in the fun. On a hafty march they provide-themfelves 

with a fufficicnt quantity of little balls of cheefe, or 
rather of hard curd, which they occafionally djflblve in., 
water, and -this unfubftantjal diet will fupport for many 
days the life and even fpirits of the mod patient warrior. 

Notwithstanding this extraordinary abftinence in point 
of food, the wines of a happier climate are the moft 
grateful prefent, as the moft valuable commodity that 
Can be offered to thefe Tartars ; and the only example 
of their induftry feems to confift in the art of extract- 
ing from mare's milk a fermented liquor, which pof- 
fenes a very firong power of intoxication. Upon the 
whole, it may be laid, that the ftomachs of thefe bar- 
barians are inured to fuftain, without much inconve- 
nience, the oppofite extremes of hunger and intempe- 
rance. 

The habitations of the Tartars are final! tents of an 
oval form, which afford a cold and dirty reception for 
the promifcuous youth of both f«tes. The houfes of 
the rich are conftrucled of wockI, and of fuch a fize 
that they may be conveniently fixed on large waggons, 
and drawn by a team of twenty or thirty oxen. The 
flocks and herds, after grazing all the day in the ad- 
jacent pafture, retire on the approach of night within 
the protection of the camp. The neceflity, therefore, 
t>f preventing the moft mifchievous confufion in fuch a 
perpetual concolirfc of men and animals mull gradu- 
ally introduce a fettled plan of the diftribution, the or- 
der, and the guard of the encampment. 

In the fummer thefe Tartars advance towards the 
north, and pitch their tents on the banks of a river, or 
at leaft in the neighbourhood of a running ft re am. In 
tlie winter they return to the fouth, and fhelter their 
camp behind fome convenient eminence. It muft ap- 
pear, therefore, that thefe manners are admirably cal- 
culated to diftule among the wandering tribci the fpirit 
of emigration and conqueft. 

As the paftoral life compared with the labour of Agri- 
culture and manufactures, may be faid to be a life of 
jdlenelb, and as the fuperior people among the Tartars 
ale vol ve on their Captives the management of their cat* 
tie, their lie! u re is ipenr in the violent and fanguinary 
exercije of the chair. They are bold and (kilful rU 
dm, and tin ir hort'ea are eaiily trained for the purpofes 
df war and hunting. The Scythians arc equally ex* 

Ert in the management of the lance and drawing the 
w. TJ\* vigour unci patience both of men aiui 



SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAHY. 

horfes are continually _ exercifed by the fatigues <,f t* lC 
chace, the objects of which are, the hare, the o OV 
the roebuck, the ftag, the elk and the antelope. ° ' ' 
Nor are the exploits of thefe hunters confined to t'i* 
deftru&ion of timid or innoxious animals; they boldly 
encounter the angry wild boar when he turns againft fa 
purfuers, excite the fluggifh courage of the bear, ani 
provoke the fury of the tyger as he (lumbers in t | r . 
thicket. The general hunting matches, the pride an j 
delight of the Tartar princes, compote an inflnifHve 
exercife for their numerous cavalry. A circle is drawn 
of many miles in circumference to encompafe the gnme 
of an extenfive diftrict, and the troops that form t! ie 
circle regularly advance towards a common centre; 
where the captive animals, furrounded on every fide, 
are abandoned to the darts of the hunters. In this 
march, which frequently continues many days, the ca- 
valry are obliged to climb the hills, to fwim the river?, 
and to wind through the vallies without interrupting 
the prefcribed order of their gradual progrefs. N<w, 
as the fame patience and valour, the fame (kill and dif- 
cipline are required againft a human enemy, the ex- 
ercife of the chace ferves as a preparative for the con* 
queft of a kingdom. 
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COUNTRY of rut MONGOLS 



Cuftoms. General Account, as to Country y Natives, 

' Religion, "ProduRiorisi'&cl 

THIS country is fituated to the northward of China. 
The natives are of the fame original as thofe 
who accompanied Tamerlane in his conquefts. . It w 
bounded on the eaft by the territories of the Mantchew-,, 
by the country of Kalkas on the weft, by China on the 
fouth, and by Eaflcrn Tartary, and the Kalka Tartar* 
on the north. It is about 300 leagues in length, and 
200 broad. 

The climate is exceedingly feVere here, and ice lies 
on the ground eight or nine months together. It is a 
country little known, except that part of it which the 
caravans pafsin travelling from Mufcov/ to China. 

With refpect to the perfons of the natives, they are 
in genei al of a middle fize, but very ftrongly made, 
with broad faces, black eye's flat nofes, long whiflcert, 
fallow complexion, and of a moft rude behaviow. 
Their hair is nearly as thick and ftroftg as horfe-hair, 
which they cut clofc to the head, and leave only a tutc 
at top. They wear large Ihirts and calico drawers j 
and their garments, Which arc lined with (heep-rttm, 
reach almolt down to their feet 1 thefe they fatten on 
their bodies by ftrong leather ftrans. Indeed, when on 
horfeback, they Wear a fliort jacket, with narrow decr- 
(kin fieeves, having the fur outward, with trowters and 
hofe of the fame kind of (kin > both of one piece, an.t 
light to the limbs. On their heads they have caps bor- 
dered with fur. The women are not quite io coailc 
featured as the men, though their drefs is much the fain*. 

The animals of thi* country are camels, dromeda- 
ries, cows, horfes* fhecp, mules, elks, bears, tyf^is 
and wolves. There is alio every fpecies of game unown 
in Europe, , 

Of vegetable productions, there is rhubaib, andotm. 
medicinal articles j and of mineral, are fait and UK- 
pctre. - 

There is a race of Tartars called the Kalka ^ Mon- 
gols, who are dependent on China. Thefe dwell • 
yond the Mongols, and take their name from th* f?" 
river Kalka. Their perfons manners, halm*, M- 
are the fame as the Mongols. . 

The habitations of the Mongols, who nrc a ** nt *y" 
ing people, are little moveable huts, formed of *w»S"* 
and covered with matted wool. They have a lire in 
center, with a hole at the top to )et out the Aw**, m 
boanb ttf bunthea round the ftrei to fit or ho 
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„ r havin* bad an averfion to a fettled life, they con- 
^ VC rove about from place to place with herds and 
tmually rove u fcc out m the f pnng on their 

n ° C Unions °and their number is frequently ten 
perC gnnat ons an dcJ b their herds, &c . 

X the graft and verdure are eaten up The ipots 
which they fix their tents, are commonly die b:u»K, 
? fl! lake or river ; and in the winter they remove to 
ISs of mountains, where, it is faid, they are io 

fociable as fometimes to make fubterraneous communi- 

ririons from hul to hut. . 

Their chief food is horfc-fldh, of which they are 
^ttnnatelv foiH, and that which is the moil tainted is 
tfiffiSatabk. They fiibfift otherwife by hunting 

and filhmg, « w11 as on the , milk ° f c ? me1 ^ 
cows, and mares. They drink water that has been 

boiled with the coarfeft tort of Clunefe tea. I hey ex- 
tri a a fpirituous liquor from the lour milk of maics, 
nnddiilii it after fermentation : with this they get in- 
dicated, and fmoke a great deal of tobacco v 

They are as filthy in their drefs as in their food, and 
ftjnk as they pafs. The dung of their cattle they often* 

make life of as fuel. m 

The fupporting a war by laying waite a country is 
a very ancient cuftom among thefe people. Their 
tribes are commanded by feparate khans or leaders, and 
they cleft a great khan, who confequently claims a pa- 
ramount power over all. His refidence is a kind of 
military moving ftation, and he can bring into the field 
from twenty to fixty or feventy thoufand horfemen. 

One of ir monarchs lb prided himfclf on his autho- 
rity, opu! uce, and grandeur, that, each day (fays an 
author) as foon as he was feated to dinner, a trumpet 
founded, by way of giving notice to all the other mo- 
narchs in the globe, that they might alfo go to dinner. 

The weapons of thefe people are bows and arrows, 
in the ule of which they are very dexterous. They arc 
inured to horfemanfhip from their infancy, and will, 
while in full gallop, hit a fmall mark with an arrow, 
though at a confiderable diftance. 

They have the utmoft contempt for agriculture, 
looking upon all bufihefs of that kind as the mod abjeft: 
ftate of flavery. When they are angry with any 
one, they wifh it may be his fate to work like an 
European. 



The younger of them make fmall fin"** for rhe aged 
invalids near a river, and there leave the for their 
fpcedy join ney into the next world; and think that in 
this they do them a friendly office. 

Hav.n*; no other occupation than to attend on their 
cattle, which thev fell or exchange with the Chin cfc for 
ordinary tea, coarfe cloth, <\c. they are never troubled, 
with much care or anxiety j fur they have nobody to 

pleale, nor any body to fe.tr. 

This wandering lavage race of people cannot be 
fuppofed to be under any very regular form of govern- 
ment, efpeciaily as they are continually roving from 
place to place. It mult be obfeived, that as their 
roun ry is divided into dillrifts, and that as each of 

thefe hath a hi. a i of its own, the Tartars of one province 
mull not emigrate to anothei : they are to confine 
fheuifelves to their own n.ition, where they have full 
lihei ty to roam as much as they pleale. 

The men purchafe their wives with cattle; and when 
the wife is turned o 'forty, fhe is employed by the huf- 
■ band as a Have, ami as luch mult attend the young 
wife who fucceeds her. 

The Mongols worfhip the idol Foe, and they have 
an high pried among them, to whom they do homage, 
and think that he has the power of obtaining favours 
from Foe for them. Whenever this prieft fignifies his 
pleafure to remove to any particular part of the country, 
the inferior priefts, and a great number of other per- 
fbns attend him ; and thofe who refide on the fpot to 
which he is going, meet him on the road in crowds, 
fupplicatinp: his b letting, which he never fails to be- 
llow upon fuch as can make him an adequate contribu- 
tion towards his (up port; and this he is in no doubt of 
receiving for his benediction, as he fuffcrs none to ap- 
proach hisfacred perfonbut the higher order of people. 
This high-pried is named Khutucktu; and fume of the 
deluded people think that tiie fpirit which animates him, 
immediately, on his death, paffes into the body of him 
who is elected to fuccecd him. Many others think 
that he grows old with the decline of the moon, and 
refumes his youth with the new moon. 

Thofe who die in their huts are thrown into a burn- 
ing pile, and their bodies con fumed to afhes, which 
are afterwards interred with great folemnity on fome 
mountain. 
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S there are divers nations or tribes of Afiatic Tar- 
tars bordering on the Cafpian Sea, and on the 
north of Perfia, we mall defer ibe them fc verally under 
thltinci Jje&ions. 

SECTION I. 
AST R AC I J AN TART A RY. 

A ST U AC HAN Tartar/ is bounded on the cad by 
the country of the Coflacks, towards the' iouth 
Circaftiu, on the noith by the kingdom of Cay. an, 
and part of Siberia. The eallem boundaries arc dc dirts 
Wy 'little known, and not inhabited, J t lies between 
44 (leg. iomin. and c 2 dcg. north latitiule.' 

I he metropolis of this kingdom is called Aflrachan. 
Ins Iniilt upon an id and in the Volga, known by the 
lunicof the hie of Hares. The capital was long fubject 
to the 1 artars, from whom it was taken by the Ruffians. 
Urn city is populous, jt abounds iir well furnilhcd m;i- 
mum, and hath a citadel iurrounded by a duck brick 

No. ij. 



wall, of about thirty feet in height. Though the cita- 
del, which lies towards the welt of the city, is irregu- 
larly built, the baflions are irrong, and the cannon nu- 
meious. Mere is a palace for the governor, and ano- 
ther for the archbifhop. In the court of chancery all 
civil and military affairs are heard and adjufted, and 
the records are kept. The citadel hard three gates, one 
opens ro the city, another to the Volga, and the third 
to the Tartar fuburbs. It like wife contains a guard- 
houfe, a metropolitan church, and a monaftery. 

' A confiderable wall encircles the city, which confifts 
principally of three long ftrccts from eaft to weft, 
mtcrfcctcd by many others, and is, upon the whole, 
about a mile in length. The houfes are built of tim- 
ber. "The fuburbs are cxtenfive, and more populous 
than the city. There ai e four churclu'fl and a monaftery 
belonging to thole of the Greek perfuaiion* The ro- 
formed have a church buik of wood. The Ro nan 
Catholics have a monaltcrv, and the Armenians a 
• rhur/li of Hone. Witho.it the fuburb arj a aval and 
military hofpital, and alarnje monaluy. 
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Aftrachan is inhabited by Armenians, Ruffians, and 
Tartars of various denominations. I he latter arc not 
permitted to ftay all night in the city. It is gamfoned 
fey five regiments of infantry, and one of dragoons. 
Many field regiments and Coflacks exclunve of the 
Tartar militia, winter here, befides the g arr,fon . ™ 
The regulars are ready to march againlt the wild lar- 
tars whenever they attempt to make any incurfions into 
this kingdom ; and the irregulars are employed to fcour 
the defarts, in order to trace out the lurking places ot 

the banditti. . , 

Hit articles of importation here are chiefly fi Iks, bro- 
cades, velvets, (attins, diugs, copper, cotton, Pernan 
fruits, wines, fwcetmeats, *c. Thofe of exportation 
are meal, fUh, fait, woollen, &c. All naval and mili- 
tary ftores are prohibited fiom being exported to I erha. 

The merchants of Ailrachan have permifiion to navi- 
gate the CafpianSea; befides which, they always keep 
a great number of barks on the Volga. Formerly thefe 
barks were frequently robbed by a ftrong body of pi- 
rates, who either lurked in the immenie woods near 
the banks, or on the iflands in that river : but this evil 
is now pretty well remedied; as the lawleis banditti, 
who fpread fo much terror in Aftrachan, have been 
almoft exterminated by the care of the governor of 

Cafan. § 

Pirates committing depredations on the \ olga, are 

fentenced to be hanged up alive by the ribs, upon gib- 
bets fixed upon floats, where they are left to expire in 
the greatcft agonies ; and if any pcrfons relieve them, 
they render themfelves liable to iuffer the fame punifli- 

ment. . 
Peter the Great planted a large mulberry garden 

near the city of Aftrachan, and defigned to eftabhfh a 
filkfacloiy ; but the building and gardens are fallen to 
decay, and the money intended to carry on this defign, 
was applied to more courtly and venal, though lefs 
noble and patriotic, purpofes. 

The chief offices of ftate are veiled in the Ruffians. 
The Georgians, who profefs the Greek religion, are 
fond of fcrving in the army. And the Armenians, who, 
in pcrfons, difpcfitions, and features, very much re- 
femble the Jews, have no other ideas but of fcraping 
money together by the means of traffic. As for the 
Perfian and Tartar inhabitants, they are too fond of 
indolence and roving, to think of any thing elfe, un- 
lefs compelled to it by ablblute neceffity. 

The foil of this country is light and fandy, but fo 
much impregnated with fait, as greatly to add to its fte- 
rility. The earth produces no grain, unlefs it lias been 
overflowed during the winter fealbn. To remedy this, 
fome of the Tartars cut trenches in their grounds, which 
have been under water, and, draining them, they foon 
become fit for tilling, and, in a very ihort time, pro- 
duce abundance of grain, or even fruits, which the in- 
tenfe heat of the climate foon ripens. 

The natural produce are melons and pumpkins, 
Which they eat with bread. This country likewile pro- 
duces fine grapes, the flavour of which, in eating, is 
delicious i but the wine made from them is too (harp, 
which proceeds from the faltnefs of the earth. The 
mulberries are unwholefome. The garden vegetables 
are good, but are obliged to be continually watered, as 
much to wafh the fah from them, as on account of the 
heat i for the fait lies upon the fur face of the earth every 
morning like an hoarfroih 

Many animals which are found in Great Britain, are 
ajfo found in Ailrachan ; befides which they have a great 
variety of wild ones ; Inch as wild boars, elks, red and 
fallow deer, antelopes, hares, wild horfes, &c. 

The antelope is of a li^ht grey colour, of the fize of 
a deer, with a head rcfembling a cow, but tin; nofe is 
without griille. It has fine black eyes, yet is purblind. 
The horns are beautiful, and without branches. They 
are taper to the tip, and have ringi at canal diftances. 
The fled) is tender, but fcems to taftc ot muiK. 

They have alio the fame kinds of fowl with thofe of 

Great Britain. 



The Volga is replete with a great variety of the moft 
delicious filh: but there are few reptiles in Aftrachan, 
and none worth particularizing. 

The Ruffians, Armenians, Georgians, &c. who in- 
habit Aftrachan, have the fame cuftoms and manners as 
the people of their refpective countries; but the real 
natives, or Nagai Tartars, greatly differ from the others 
in many refpe&s, and require a diftindt account. We 
are'therefore happy in having it in our power to prefent 
our readers with fome curious and interefting particu- 
lars refpedting the manners and cuftoms of thefe people, 
communicated to us by a learned and ingenious corref- 
pondent, who lately vifited this part of the world, aud 
formed his obfervations on the fpot. 



SECTION II. 
The NAGAI TARTARS. 

THE Tartars properly fo called, and diftinguiflied 
by the term of real natives, feek for little but 
what is ftriaiy neceflary, fo that the luxuries of life are 
their leaft concern. Thefe people are low of ftature, 
but rather corpulent. They have olive complexions, 
largefaces, and little eyes. They (have their heads, wear 
a coarfe grey cafiock, and over it a fheep-fkin cloak, 
with the wool outwards, and a cap of the fame mate- 
rials. Their women wear linen, and a cap with Ruffian 
coin hanging round. With refpecT: to their pcrfons and 
features, they are tolerable. They are in general Maho- 
metans. The males wear a ring in the right ear, and 
the females in the nofe. The rings worn by the latter 
are ulually fet with a piece of coral, a ruby or turquoil.-. 
The luxury of glafs windows is confined folely to the 
prince's apartment. Paper frames are ufed in winter, 
and taken away in fummer, that they may breathe 
more freely, and have a full view of diftant objects 

The pleafures of hawking, hunting, and courfing, 
are their chief delight ; and their chiefs frequently form 
hunting parties, attended by numbers of mirzas, or no- 
blemen. They depart for the chafe with arms and 
baggage. It lafts feveral days. Camps are formed 
every night. A body of troops follow the Jeraficr o; 
commander in chief of the army : and ibmetimes thd.: 
parties ofplcafure ferve as pretexts for more tenous ex - 
peditions. There arc fome tribes among thefe peo^e 
who live under a kind of tents in vallies eight or ten U 
thorns deep, which intcrfect the plains from north tu 
lbuth, and which are more than thirty leagues Ion-, 
though bur half a quarter of a league wide MiuWv 
rivulets run through the middle of them, on the boraei- 
of which are tents, intended to give fheltcr, uunntf 
winter, to their numerous flocks and herds 

Each proprietor has his own marks, which are bum 
in the thighs of horfes, oxen, and dromedaries, an J 
painted with colours on the wool of the fneep. i n 
latter are kept near the owner's habitation ; but the 
other fpecies, united in herds, are, towards the pnn , 

riven to the plains, where they are left at large H 
winter, at the approach of which they feek and ilnu 

them to their (heds. , . , iit , c ... 

In this fearch the Tartar employed has alv^y • - 

extent of plain, which, from ope vallcv to 
ten * " 
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niLwi ljuuu, wiiiv^hi Muni j ( . 

or twelve leagues wide, and more than thirty i >" { . 
run knowing which way to dirc6 his fearch, nor, in un, 
troubling himfelf about it. He puts up in a littii -.n 
about fix pounds of the flour of wathed millet, win 
fufneient to laft him thirty days. Having mart i ■ 
provifion, he mounts his horfc, ftops not till u • ,> 
then clogs the animal, leaves him to graze, fup« . 
flour, goes to reft, arifes, and continues lus route. ^ 
neglects not, however, to obferve, as hr iiuc., - 
mark of the herds he happens to fee, which he tonim- 
nicates to fuch as he meets on the fame errand, a , 
his turn, receives fuch informations as help to pu 



end t9 his journey. 
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A Tartarian ota, or tent, in many pans refembles a 
tfnH of hen-coop. The paling is in a circular 
r argC and over this a dome opens at the top. A felt 
SSnel hair envelopes the whole ; and a piece of this 
felt ^thrown over the hole in the center, which ferves 

'L vent to the fmoak. The obas> or tents, inhabited 
hv the Tartars, have each of them a piece of felt faf- 
t/ned in form of a banner, directed towards the wind, 
and fuftained by a long pole, which projeasout of the 
ha This pole likewife ferves to lower the felt, and to 
fhut the vent-hole, when the fire, being extinguifhed, 
renders its remaining open ufelefs or incommodious. 

The following defcription will furnifh an idea of 
Tartarian architecture. 

There are pillars placed on the points of the angles 
and openings of the buildings, kept in a perpendicular 
pofition by a beam, on which uprights are fixed from 
the firft plan, and difpofed fo as to receive and fupport 
the roof. This accompli fhed, other perpendicular pil- 
lars, butfmaller, at twelve inch intervals are erected, 
round which hazel twigs are twirled in the manner of 
baflcet-work. This kind of wicker-work they fill with 
mud mixed with cut draw, which they plaifter with hair 
mortar within and without, and the whole white warned 
and painted on the pillars, bales, doors, and windows, 
give the building an agreeable afpcc~t. 

The palace of the Cham, built firft in the Chinefe 
flile, and afterwards repaired in the Turkifh, preferves 
fome of the beauties of its firft conftruction. It ftands 
on the outfide.of the town, and is furrounded by very 
high rocks, where water abounds, which is diftributed 
through the kiofks and gardens in a moft agreeable 
manner. 

The traveller referred to thus defcribes their provi- 
fions and mode of cookery. A party having procured 
two fheep and a kettle, they fufpended the kettle to the 
center of three flicks fet up in the form of a pyramid, 
and the kitchen thus eftablifhed, they proceeded to kill 
and dilTecT: the fheep. Some filled the kettle, while 
othej s prepared fpits to roaft what there was not room 
to boil. Bread is a luxury with which they are unac- 
quainted. Their avarice alio forbids them the habitual 
ufe of meat, although they are very fond of it. Millet 
and mare's milk, indeed, form the principal part of 
their fubfiftence. No people are more abftemious than 
thefe, who debar themfelveS of every thing they can 
fell. If any accident kills one of their cattle, they 
then only regale on his flefh, and this not unlefs they 
find it time enough to bleed the dead animal. They 
follow the precept of Mahomet likewife with refpeft to 
beads that are diftempered : they carefully obferve 
each ftage of the difeafe, that they may feize the mo- 
ment when, their hopes being loft of prcferving the 
beafl, they may Mill have fome confoiation, by kill- 

ing it in an inllant before the clofe of its natural ex- 
iftence. 

The fairs of Balta, and others eftablifhed on their 
frontiers, are the emporiums to which they annually 
bring their immenfe flocks and herds. The grain finds 
a ready vent by the Black Sea, as well as their fleeces. 
1 o ^ thefe objects of commerce are added fome bad hides 
am) great quantities uf harc-fkins. 

Thefe different articles unit ed, annually procure the 
i artars confiderable Aims, which they only receive in 
ducats of gold, Dutch or Venetian; but the ufe they 
make of thefe annihilates every idea of wealth which 
mch accumulation preiVnts. Conftantly augmenting, 
without turning any part of their ilore into circulation, 
avarice Icim and fwallows up their treafures, while the 
plains in which they are buried afford not the Icall in- 
dication or guide to future refearch. The avarice of a 
larur never (lays to calculate eventual lofs, but enjoys 
the momentary gain. J V 

Notwithftanding the prevalence of avarice, the Tar- 
tars are „ ot ddtimte of hofpitality. On the arrival of a 
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mhJEI " an yt° wn or Ullage, it is cuftomary for the 
mhab tants to ftand at their Scots, as if tlef.rous of in- 

' g hlm t0 c "ttT. Having made choice of his tern- 



| porary refidence, the inhabitants go into their houfes, 
and the ftranger is lhewn into an apartment, into 
which the wife and daughter of the hoft enters, both 
with their faces uncovered; the firft carrying a bafon 
and a pitcher, and the fecond a napkin, for the purpofe 
of warning. They then fet before him their belt cheer, 
with an aflurance of his being heartily welcome. Ac- 
cording to their own declaration, they confider the exer- 
cife of hofpitality as a benefit, and therefore, if any one 
fhould conftantly enjoy that advantage, he would make 
others jealous ; but they do not permit of any means 
which might determine the choice of travellers. Their 
eagernefs to come to their doors, is only to prove that 
their houfes are inhabited. Thcii uniformity preferves 
an inequality, and no one has a chance of procuring a 
guefl fuperior to another. They feem, in this inftance, 
to have imbibed thofe noble principles, that it is 
equally their duty and plenfure to aflift the ftranger in 
diflrefs; and that in exercifmg hofpitality, and following 
the dictates of humanity, they fulfil the law of Maho- 
met, according to the fum and fubflance of the Koran. 

Their furniture confifts chiefly of a bed, chairs, tables, 
and culhions. 

The Nagai Tartars are fettled in the vallies that tra- 
verfe the plains from north to fouth, and their tents, 
ranged in a fingle line, form there a kind of villages, of 
thirty and thirty-five leagues in length, which diftin- 
guifh the different hordes. It may be prefumed, that 
the ruftic frugal life which thefe pafloral people lead 
favours population ; while the wants and excefTes of 
luxury among polifhed nations ftrike at its very roots- 
In fact, it is obferved, that the people are lefs nume- 
rous under the roofs of the Crimea, than in the tents of 
the Nagais. 

"We fhall relate fome particulars concerning thefe 
people. Our traveller, in his journey, obferved a group 
of Nagais aflembled round a dead horfe they had juft* 
fkinned. A young man about eighteen, who was na- 
ked, had the hide of the anjmal thrown over his fhoul- 
ders. A woman, who performed the office of taylor 
with great dexterity, then began by cutting the back 
of this new drefs, following, with her fcifTars, the round 
of the neck, the fall of the fhoulders, the femi-circle 
which formed the fleevc, and the fide of the habit, 
which was intended to reach below the knee. There 
was nonecefTity to fuftain a kind of (luff, which, by its 
humidity, naturally adhered to the ikin of the youth. 
The female leather-cutter proceeded with equal eafe 
.to form the two fore flaps and the cuffs, which opera- 
tion ended, this almoft-man, who ferved as a mould, 
crouched on his hams, while the pieces weie ftitched 
together; fo that in lefs than two hours he had a good 
brown-bay coat> which only wanted to be tanned by 
continual exercife. This leemed to be his firft care* 
for he afterwards leaped lightly on the bare back of a 
horfe, to go and join his companions, who were bufy 
in collecting horfes for the accommodation of travel* 
lers. 

We have already obfeived, that the Tartar horfes 
are left to wander over the plains in companies, and 
diftinrruiflu-d by the marks of the proprietors; but each 
individual is obliged to contribute to the public ferv ice. 
There is, therefore, a certain number appropriated to 
the ufe of the community, and kept within fight of their 
habitations. As thefe animals run free, they are noc 
eafy to catch; and the choice ncceflary to furnifh faddle 
and draft horfes from among them, adds to the difficul- 
ty. In this the Nagai fucceed by a method which at once 
gives their youth, always d^ftincd to this kind of chace, 
an opportunity of becoming the moft intrepid and adroit 
horlcmcn in the world. To effect this they take a long' 
pole, to the end of whicli they faflcn a cord, that ter- 
minates in a loop pafifed through the pole, and fo 
form a running noofe wide enough to receive the head 
of a horfe. Furnifhcd with this inftrument, the young 
Nagais mount their horfes, without a faddle, making 
a bridle of the halter, by twifting it round the under jaw» 
ride to the herd, pick out the horfe they want, purfuc 
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him with v;.(t agility, come up with him notwith {bind- 
ing his tricks and turnings, in which he mews infinite 
addrefs, and fcrzing the inllant when the end of the 
pole is beyond the head of the horfe, flip it over his- 
ears, tighten the knot, dacken their courfc, and thus 
retain their prifoner,. which diey bring to the general 
receptacle. 



S E C T I O N III. 
The KALMUCK TARTARS. 

Till-: Kalmucks are divided into different tribes, 
each of w hich has its chief. They inhabit a 
vait defert, which lies between the two rivers Don and 

Volga. . 

Thefe people are continually roving aboiir.^ In the 
winter they ufually refide on the borders of ChcaiiU: 
they proceed northerly in the fpring, and return back 
again at the latter end of autumn. They never culti- 
vate any -land, their only riches being their flocks and 
cattje, on whole account they principally roam about 
in fearch of f Vefh paflure. 

Their temporary or moving habitations are huts, 
which the pooler fort cover with reeds or rufhes, and 
the better fort with felt. 

On all occafions they afFect to profefs the Chinefe 
religion, though they know very little of its principles. 
They believe in one God only, are fond of keeping 
holidays, anil are tolerably decent in the mode of wor- 
ship. However, they keep idols about them, but 
pretend not to pay to them any kind of adoration, 
but only to treat- them with refpect out of regard to 
the faints they reprefent. During die tune of their 
worfhip they fing, and make ufe of cymbols, and 
other mufical inftrumenis, which are ftringed : to thefe 
they beat time, and look upon notes, which are pricked 
from. t;he top to the bottom- of the page. 
, Polygamy is forbidden ; and adultery b fevcrcly pu- 

nifheil. 

'When zvro young people are difpofed to marry they 
cohabit together for a twelvemonth : if in that fpace 
the woman proves pregnant, the marriage is legal, but 
if .the, contrary is the cale, th< y are at liberty either to 
part entirely, 01 to make another year's trial. The un- 
dergoing of fuch a trial is no ways injurious, to the re- 
putation of a woman. 

Conjugal infidelity is rarely known among thefe 
people. If the wife is c;;ught tripping, (lie is immedi- 
ately condemned to death; and the hufband, if lie 
thinks proper, may be the executioner. 

The priefls are neither permitted to have money or 
wives, for thefe two regions; fiilr, they are allowed to 
fupply their neceflitics from the properties of whom 
they plcafc; and fecondly, they have the liberty of 
parting a Angle night with any married woman they 
ehufe : and this is lb far from difgufting the hufbands 
that theyconfuiei it as a dittinguifhed favour. 

.The method in which it has been erroneoufly laid the 
Kalrnurks oijgiiully buried their dead was, perhaps, of 
the molt lingular as well as fignificant nature, as it 
formed to have refpect to the different elements. It 
is faid they bulled them that rhey might return to their 
oiiginal clay \ but before it was pofTiblc for the bodies 
to corrupt they, took them up a^ain, and then threw 
tjx«?m into the Volga, but took caie to fceuie tin m fo, 
that they might eafily be diawn out again. After hav- 
ing been immei fed in water for fume lime, they drew 
up the bodies, and halflnirn.d, or roafled them, to 
bring them acquainted with the elements of fire : then, 
that they might not omit the fourth element, air, the 
earcrtfex were expoled upon the banks of the Volga, to 
be devoured either by birds of prey, or by Tai ta- 
rtan dogs. If they were devoured by dogs it was con- 
ftdcrrd as a lucky omen j for dogs being looked upon 
n a facte d light, they fuppofed that the ipirit apper- 



taining to a carcafe belonging to any perfon devoured 
by dogs muft infill libly be in an abfolute ftate of ft 
licity. 

It is aftonijling that within thefe lafi thirty years , nei- 
ther the account of the fuppreffion of the Kalmuck's made 
of burial is mentioned in any of our Syflems. of Geography 
or the real method in which they formerly ufed to bury 
their dead; which evinces that the writers of many ^ 
ft ems of Geography were mere copy ifts from the antiquated 
and flalc works of obfolete and inaccurate authors \ other- 
wife they muft have known, that the Kalmuck Tartars 
never buried their dead in the manner they have defer tied: 
that the number of dogs who devoured the body njas u, ' t \ 
material, all their dogsMeing looked upon in a J acred light 
and that the- practice, of opejily. expofmg the dead bcu u \ 
was fuppreffed in the year 1740? h the intervention anj 
reprefent at ion of John Cooky M. D. a Scotch gentleman 
who was many years employed by the court 0/ RitJJia t] t 
a medical capacity at-Aftrachan j and who reported to that 
court, that one of the chief caufes of that country being 
vifited by the plague, was- ozving to the putrifed carcajes 
of the Kalmucks,, which were continually expofed to be 
devoured oh the banks of the Volga, and near the city of 
Aftrathan. — In confequence of this reprefentation the 
Imperial court of Ruflia humanely interfered, and ilfucd 
a prohibition ; fo that the Kalmucks, at prefent, are 
compelled to bury their dead in the lame manner as the 
chriftians of Aitracham 

Though the Kalmucks teem neither to be fwayed 
by ambition or avarice, they are always quarrelling with 
their neighbours. They have a particular enmity to 
the Karakalpaaks, and to prevent quarrels between 
them, the Ruffians are under the neceflity of keeping 
a military force upon the banks of the Volga 5 butthcte 
troops are only under arms in the fummer. 

The Kalmuck dogs are exceeding fierce, and very- 
voracious, and will attack any man who gives them 
the leaft offence. In bodies they will alTault a number 
of armed men; but the inhabitants of Altrachan veiy 
frequently go out on purpofe to ihoot them, and, irc 
time, will, without doubt, extirpate the whole lpecitv 



SECTION IV. 
CIRCASSIAN TARTARY. 

i 

CIRCASSIAN Tartar jr is bounded on the north by 
Altrachan ; on the fouth by the high mountaii, of 
Caucafus ; on the eaft by the Cafpian Sea ; and 011 the 
weft by the Paulus Meet is and the Black Sea. 

The lbuthern divifion of this country is claimed by 
the Perfi.ms ; the weltcrn is under the dominion of the 
Tinks ; and the caitern pays obedience to the Ruffian 
empire. 

The foil has, by many writers, been reported to be 
fterile, for this rcafon only, becaufe they law no ap- 
pearance of fertility. But it mould be confidcied, that 
the natives underftand nothing of agriculture, and have 
not the lealk inclination to be indullrious. Its natural 
lichnefs is unqueftionable, and the fur face of the earth, 
when juft turned up, will produce a plentiful crop. 

Ke/Jaar, the capital of Circaffia, which wa<> built by 
the Ruffians, is only formed of earth, but the garuM] 
confifls of five hundred regulars, and three thoukmd 
CoflTacks, the latter of whom are permitted by the Rub 
Han government to erect habitations on 

■ 

Terek. 

Ke/laar is in 44 deg. north latitude i the air is con- 
lequently whole fome and ferenc. 

The river Terek, which flows from weft to call, j>ro- 
duces a great variety of fifh, as Iturgcon, falnion, «t. 
It meanders beautifully through the country till it w»* 
cmbogucs itfelf into the Cafpian Sen. 

Thofe CircalTians, who profefs the Mahometan re- 
ligion, admit of polygamy. . nv 

The wome are lovely in their features, majcu t 
in dieir pcrfons, and agreeable in their deportment^ 
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• rkeir ftature they Are large ; and the men make ex- 
« <h1diers. However, none but the principal peo- 

C f^e permitted to cany fire-arms, with which they 
P ^rv expert, killing at a great diftance, and making 
a f C of balls and rifle barrels: The common weapons 
frvmetars, bows and arrows. 

The Circaffians, who are immediately under the pro- 
/Vion of the courtof Ruflia, have, chiefs of their own, 
he orincipal of whom, ftiled Becovitcb, is a major-ge- 
al of irregulars in the Ruffian troops. He is; how- 
ler always ordered to remain in Circaflia, where it is 

* eined his f erv ice can be the mod efle ntial. Though 
" ^:^/r,.n nrinces are exceedingly honoured and re- 



thc Circaflian princes are 

fne&ed by their fubjefts, yet fuch is the independency 
of the people, that they are not obliged to do any 
thing at their command, unlefs prompted by their own 
inclination. The princes themfelves are likewifc inde- 
pendent of each other. % 

Whatever prefents the Ernprefs of Ruflia fends to the 
Circaflian princes, the refpective fubjecls expect apart. 
If the things are not fufficiently divisible to be diftribu- 
ted, they will have an equivalent in fpecie, or fome 
other commodity, which may be eafily parted sunorig 

them. 

In war, all the fpoils are divided among the troops, 
the fovereigns being excluded from having any (hare. 

Circaflia, with refpedr. to fubordination to Ruflia, is 
only confined to a formal oath of allegiance, in which 
they fwear to be fubmiffive to a certain number of ge- 
neral laws, as long as their being fo continues eflential 
to the good of the Ruffians and themfelves. The im- 
perial court, for many cogent reafons, feldom interferes 
with their political, and never with their religious 
concerns. 

Like the Turks, they have harams, or feraglios, for 
their women, from whom all men, except the hufband, 
are excluded. Thefe are feparate from, though built 
contiguous to, their dwelling houfes. 

Among many other cuftoms, they have the follow- 
ing fingular one. When the principal lady of any of 
their princes is in labour, the firft Circaflian who hears 
it, let his fituatibn be ever fo menial, runs and places 
himfclf at the door of the haram, from whence none are 
authorifed to drive him. When the lady is delivered, 
if it happens to be a boy, he is richly dreft with the ut- 
moft fpeed, and delivered to the Circaflian, who imme- 
diately takes him home, and, if he is a married man, 
delivers him to his wife to nurfe. If he is a batchelor, 
a nurfe mud be procured, and the child remains under 
his infpeftion and tuition, till he is nine years of age, 
when he is again returned to his parents, who receive 
him with great rejoicings, and the utmoft public cere- 
monies. The reafon which they give for this remarka- 
ble cuftom is, that the child may not be fpoiled in its 
infancy, by the delicacies of a court, or effeminate 
treatment which he might receive in the haram j but 
rendered fo hardy and robuft, as to become, in time, 
■ %#i/«r, or hero. For courage and perfonal ftrcngth 
are, by the Circaffians, deemed as the firft qualifica- 
tions of a human being. 

The Circaflians make no fcruple of felling their chil- 



cl 
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f cn into Tin key and Perfia, efpecially their daugh 
-rs, who leave their parents without reluctance, from 



we pleating tales they hear of thole who have arrived 



haram of the 
and their imagi- 



the honour of being Sultana in the 

Wrand Signior and the King of Perfia, ; 

• nations bemp taken up with fine cloaths, jewels, and a 
iuxunous life, ihey leave their father's houfe with joy: 
anc even the mothers are no lefs pleafed with the hopes 
0t ft ir daughters advancement. 1 

uretS- Cafr,an -' P a y thcir chicfs g rcat rcf P ca s bl " * 
I ;rtv*hng part of their character is their veneration for 



Welch I*"' 1 hcy arc as f*™ealo B ills »■ *e 

not ™° rc tcnacio «s of their family honour, by 

j!^t intermarrying, even for gain, with an inferior per J' 

foll!v!!'^ rnarria H c ceremonies of the Circaffians are the 



owing. 



No. 



1 J 



The parents or guardians enter into a nuptial con- 
tract : the young people are then permitted to fee each 
other. After two or three vifits, if each party is fatif- 
fied, the affair is concluded, and nothing remains but 
to lend the bride home to the bridegroom's houfe, in a 
clofe waggon finely painted; attended by the women 
who are to live with her. 

The contract itfelf falls heavy on the bridegroom, 
efpecially if he is ardently defirous of concluding the 
match; as the bride's relations give nothing with her 
but a few fuits of cloaths ; but the bridegroom is obliged 
to make them prefents to a great value, of horfes, dro- 
medaries, camels, cows, &c. If they happen to de- 
mand more than he is poflefled of, it makes no differ- 
ence to him, for he immediately makes incurfions upon 
his neighbours, and fteals as many as will make up the 
deficiency. 

The natives of Circaflia carry on a good trade with 
the Ruffians for an excellent root called Rubia Tintfc- 
rum y which is ufed in dying a beautiful red colour. 
Befides a great variety of ufeful herbs, this country fur- 
nifhes the beft capers in the univerfe. 

The woods naturally produce vines, the grapes of 
which are fmall, but the wine made from them is ex- 
cellent. 

Circaflia abounds in wild fwine, wolves and foxes ; 
their method of catching which is very fingular. After 
digging a hole in the earth nine feet deep, broad at the 
bottom, and narrow at the top, they drive a flake into 
the middle, which projects from the fur face of the 
earth about four feet. Upon the top of the ftake a 
moveable cart wheel is fixed, to which, a young pig is 
fattened in the evening. The mouth of the pit is then 
covered with branches of trees in a very flight manner, 
over which grafs is fcattered. The pig does not fail to 
fqueak all night, being irritated by its confinement. 
When any ot the above-mentioned animals hear the 
noife, they do not fail to vifit the place, which they no 
fooner approach than they fall into the pit, where they 
remain till morning, being totally unable to difengage 
themfelves. 

They follow the diverfion of hare-hunting in the 
fame manner as in England. Pheafants abound in this 
country. 

From Kizlaar the traveller may pafs through a great 
number of Coflack villages, till he arrives at an excel- 
lent hot- well, where Peter the Great built an hofpital 
for the cure of fcorbutic patients. The hot fpring is 
fituated upon a hill, beyond the independent village 
Bragutikoi, fouth of the river Terek ; boiling hot water 
iflues from it, which fmells ftrongly of naptha, and falls 
into a bafon, the diameter of which is about twelve 
feet, and the depth three. On the weft fide there are 
feven fmall fprings of the fame kind of water } and on 
the eafl fide there is an acid fpring. The water of the 
chief well will boil a fowl in a very fhort time. 

They have a great number of ferpents, who make 
holes in the ground, and are extremely dangerous. 
Thefe ferpents are fix or feven feet in length, and about 
the thicknefs of a. man's arm. 

There are likewife mice as large as fquirrcls, which 
are called jerbuab. Their ears are long, and their fore 
feet fhorter than thofe behind, which prevents their 
running iwiftly. They can, however, lay their tails 
over their backs, and leap to a confldcrable height or 
diftance. 

SECTION V. 

The COSSACK, KARAKAI ,PAAK, KIRGEE, 

and BASKEER TARTARS. 

THE CofTack Tartars inhabit a flrong town, built 
by themfelves, and called Jaik, from the river 
. which runs through a defart of n prodigious ex- 
tent, and at length empties itfelf into the Caininn Sea. 
This vaft defart is infellcd with iiuutmcrnblc ho; des of 
wild Tartars. 

M m There 
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There is a wandering people about the Cafuian Sea 
called Karakalpaaks, to the northward of whom the 
Kirgees and Balkecrs take up their abodes I he Kal- 
mucks are continually at war with the fe tribes- 

The, Kirgees and Bafkeers prolefs Mahometan dm, 
and being, perhaps, the moft ignorant and unpohihed 
of any who profeis that religion, they arc of couife the 

moft fuperflhioiis. t 

During the war between the Ruffians and die lurks, 
thinking they could not do a more eflcntial lei vice to 
Mahomet, than by injuring the Ruffians as much as 
their power would permit, they fell upon all the defence- 
ids towns and villages of the province of Umlimafoflca- 
ga. All who were young and vigorous they carried with 
Them, defining either to ufe them as Haves, or iell 
them as fuch. The old, the infirm, and the very 
young, fell indifcriminate victims to their remorfelefs 

fUI T : hc Ruffian governor of Orenburg, however, being 
informed of thete cruel depredations, difpatched a body 
Of five thoufand regulars, and three thouland Coflfacks, 
who marched with fuch fecrccy, that they attacked the 
Kirgee camp in the night, and delboyed die greateft 
part of thofe barbarians, though they were at the time 

twenty thoufand ftrong. . 

The ftfheries on the river Jaik greatly enrich the 
Cofiacks, who, after having cured their fifty fell them 
to the Aftrachan merchants for the mart of Ruflia. ^ 

The celebrated Peter the Great had entered into 
a fcheme for turning the Volga to a political advan- 
tage, and gave an exckifive privilege to one Demidioff, 
with refpedt to the fifhing, advancing, at the fame 
time, ao,ooo rubles, to enable him the better to put 
his defign into execution. In a few years Demidioff 
repaid the money, and became exceedingly rich. 

Thefe fiftieries, at length, exciting the attention of 
the court of Ruflia, they determined to tax them, as 
well as thofe of the Volga. Proper officers were there- 
fore fent to enforce the tax, who were thrown into the 
river and drowned by the Cofficks, to whom the very 
idea of any kind of taxation was abominable. Con- 
tinual expreffes were fent from St. Peter fburg, to en- 
quire why the officers had not fent an account of their 
fuccefs > but the meffengers were treated exactly as the 
officers had been ; till at length the court got informa- 
tion of the whole affair; but it was thought mod pru- 
dent to wink at it the Ruffian miniftry having too 
much fenfe to quairel with a fet of people, whofe fen- 
timents infured their independency, and whole fituation 
rendered It impoflibk ro- conquer them. 



SECTION VI. 
The USBEC TARTARS. 

U'SBEC Tartary is bounded, on the north, by the 
country of the Kalmucks; on the eaft by Tibet ; 
on the fonth by India ; and on the weft:, by Perfia an.l 
the Cafpian Sea. The capital of the country, which 
lies in 39 deg. I 5 min. north latitude, is called Bochara. 
It is furrounded by a mud wall. The houfes are built 
of wood, but the mofquc and caravanferas are of brick. 
It is tolerably populous, but not equal to what it was 
formerly. The Khan is permitted to feizc upon the 
property of whom he nlcaies, which injures commerce, 
and damps the fpirit of cultivation. 

The Ufbecs nearly rrfcmbU* the Perfians in their 
drefft, their boots, which are uncommonly large, ex- 
cepted. The chiefs wear a plume of feathers on their 
tuibanjp and, as well as their Khan, pride themfelves 
much on being die defendants of their renowned T.i- 
mcrlaue. 

Their common food is pilau, or boiled tier; bur 
their greateft delicacy is hoiic-llelh. They drink .1 kind 
of arraik, or fomented liquor, made of male's mill . 

Their hin:ma»»,e is a mixture of thcTuikilh, P( rli.m, 
and Monpol* but they arc the betl acquainted with the 
Vuit.ui. 



Their arms are large bows, arrows, darts, and fabrcs, 
which they ufe with admirable dexterity. Of late they 
have begun to ufe mufkets. 

The Bucharian Tartars pique themfelves upon 
being the moft courageous and robuft of all thefe na- 
tions. The Perfians, who are not deficient in point of 
natural courage, look upon them with terror. The 
women themfelves afpire to military reputation. They 
are ftrong and well limbed and yet, in their features, 
have all the delicacy of Afiatic beauty. 

Their horfes are the beft in the world for the Tartars 
to fcour the defarts, as they can live upon almoft any 
thing. A very fmall quantity of provender feems to 
keep up their ftrcngth; and they are hearty, indefatiga- 
ble, and fwift. 

They wage perpetual war with the Perfians, the fer* 
tile plains of Korofan exciting them to make frequent 
excurfions into that rich and plentiful country. But 
they do not find it quite fo eafy to penetrate into the do- 
minions of the great Mogul, on account of the prodU 
gious mountains that intervene. 

Thofe who fubfift upon their cattle, or by plundering 
their neighbours, live fometimes in huts, and fometimea 
in tents, every tribe forming a camp of its own, and fre- 
quently move from place to place, as fuits their incli- 
nation and conveniency. Others, who cultivate the 
earth, and are a little more honeft: in their principles 
than their wandering brethren, form focieties, and live 
in towns and villages. Thefe latter are either the real 
Buchanans, or defendants of the Sartes, the ancient 
inhabitants of the country; or the Turkumaros, who 
were fettled in the country long before the Ufbecs uib- 
duedit. The Ufbecs, like the Tartars in general, 
however, defpife the thoughts of cultivation, and deem 
it glorious to make excuifions upon and plunder their 
neighbours. 



SECTION VII. 

▼ 

The CRIM and L.ESGEE TARTARS. 

THE Crim Tartars receive their name from their 
originally coming from Crimea, the ancient 
Taurica Cherfonefas, a peninfula in the Black Sea. Its 
greateft extent, from north to fouth, is about 14$ 
miles ; its greateft breadth, from weft to eaft, is near 
140 miles ; and its breadth, in other places, are only 
about &o miles. It is lituated between 33 and 37 deg. 
eaft longitude i and between 44 and 46 deg. north lati- 
tude. . 

Thecountrv, from nature, is capable of cultivation. 
It contains towns and villages; but the hollies are 
wretched huts. It was formerly fubjedt to the Grand 
Siguier, whom the Khan was obliged, in time of war, 
to furnifli with 30,000 efftdive men. Thefe men, 
however, never receiving any pay, plundered and pil- 
laged every place- they parted through j on which ac- 
count every man took three or four holies with turn, 
beffdes that on which he lode, to load with plunder ami 
captives. Whenever a horfe died, the owner imme- 
diately dreflcd the carcafe, and invited his comrades to 
the enrertaiment. Great alterations, however, have 
taken place within fome years pall, by the conquelis w 
her Imperial Majcfty, and the Tartars of Crimea 
now (object to the Ruffian government. . 

In time of peace they purchafe beautiful child ten n 
Circaffia, and fell them to the Turks, whoj>ay loitnun 
in clo idling, arms, coffer, tea, rice, radius, «c. 

They navel in dole carts, which contain nor 01 y 
tlu-mfelves, but their wives, children, baggatfj. 

A painted wa^on, and a hut covered with w n ^ 
linen, with a painted troth at the top, wed w,tl 
llrings, are all they give with their daughters »n 11- 
ria^e, though they expect a handfomc prelcntnom 

bridegroom. . rc # 

They bury their dead very deep in the eroiimH . , . 

a tomb of mud over tlieir £rave*, uiui auuiu VJJlt ty 
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Usbec Tartars. 
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variety of flags, exprefuve of the quality circum- 
knee's and aaions of the deceafed. 
TheVame ingenious correfpondent, who favoured us 
• tht he particulars refpefting the Nagai Tartars, has 



Cham, 



wane ai /. . . . ' 

he (hutted every means of ingratiating himfelf with that 
monarch. Obferving that he was fond of fire-works, 
and that his artificers were ignorant, he prepared uten- 
fds and materials, and inftiufted his own people; and 
finding himfelf able to accomplifh his purpofe, afrked 
C ham's nermiffion to give him this kind of cnter- 



the Cham's permirTion 
tainment on his birth- day. 

The Cham was fo pleafed with the exhibition, that 
he obligingly complained it was too foon over, and was 
given to underftand, by way of anfwer, that his Eu- 
ropean vifitant had prepared fome electrical experi- 
ments, which he propofed to mew him as a kind of 
chamber fire-works that might fcrve as amufement for 
the reft of the evening;. 

So great was the effect of the electrical phcenomena 
at firit, that they were looked upon in the light of 
magic, to which fufpicion every new experiment gave 
additional ftrength. The Cham himfelf at length de- 
fired to be electrified, as he accordingly was, and fe- 
vcral of his courtiers. 

The next day the city refounding with the wonders 
performed by this European, feveral perfons came to 
entreat a repetition of the experiments on them and 
their friends, all of whom were lent away with equal 
aftonifhment, and each of them expreffing the wonders 
of electricity. 

So great, indeed, was its fame, that application was 
made by a number of Circafiian mirzas for permiflion. 
of admittance to become fpectators of fuch wonders as 
were never before conceived, that they might bear 
teftimony of the truth in their own country, and that 
CircafTia, though deprived of thefe prodigies, might 
yet preferve their memory in her annals. This requeft 
was politely complied with, and all expre fled the great- 
eft delight, though at the fame time the moft diftin- 
guiftied aftonifhment. 

As our traveller was fully in the graces of the prince, 
he took an opportunity of giving him fome idea of 
European horiemanmip. The fole principle known to 
the Tartars is, to fit firm in the feat, which they carry 
to a degree of rough inelegance. The whole court was 
therefore aftonifhed at the fupple motions and paces of 
his Arabian horfe. The prince's groom wifhed to ride 
him, but fcarceiy was he feated on the fmooth faddle 
before he was obliged to clafp the horle's fides with his 
heels and knees, that he might keep himfelf on. The 
horfe, unaccuftomcd to fuch a rider, was preparing to 
ml himfelf of the inconvenience, but the Tartar's fer- 
vants ran to his allHlance, and prevented his falling. 

entertained with an Euro- 
pean pointer, the property of our traveller. The ani- 
mal being fent for at his requeft came into the mo- 
narch s pre ft- nee with that familiarity to which, from 
ftaving been long carefTcd as a favourite, he had been 
acrulromcd In rhc middle of the apartment was a 
™»n. where the dog bathed himfelf, then leaped on 
ne opha to careis his matter, and undemanding the 
langh of the Cham as a f. iendly invitation, fprang mer- 
ry upon him, and overthrew every thing that ftood in 
own ' Xy \ i ? ,C firft ni °™«ns of favour errors are 
funn,°i m r thr cb ff was recommended to a page, 

m K 1 f i mc ? Vtmt ^ at cm,rt > am1 * h"'wing 

Krr "Pfr 1 °? thc mornw. Nothing was heard 

lite ,n"i mf 1 ^ t,1C &™ ta!nits of ""w fevoii- 
actio r i Uuim . W:ls ft > impatient to fee him in 
thr „ ' 5^ r C *n , °; nted thc ''«™ng party in 

wi g (mmvv tluin <>'dinai v. 7 
waUeM K«T pa ' ty WUS ilfll »vb!id, the hero of the day 
tot* ui X P'W" cn<: irclcd and terrified by Ipecla- 

S A""* r infin « t0 fvv h «» " 1 This 

«Wwd l^^L^ dlC kvkn™ opened to the 
b left of the Cham, and the clattering of hoofs 
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fo terrified the dog, that at firfl he Teemed to fear be- 
ing trampled to death. At length a quail was flatted, 
and one of the Cham's falcons let lo- !~ in purillk of 
the game. The bird joined and feized his piey, and 
flying to fome diftance, a falconer ran with all fpeed to 
take it from him. The dog likev/ife fprang forward 
with all his might ; the double capture of the falcon 
and quail excited his ambition, to which, had not a 
a poll-axe been thrown at him to make him quit his 
prize, it muft have fallen a facrifice. Fear feized both 
the dog and the falcon ; each by different routs took 
the road home, and the Cham paid for his experi- 
ment by the fear of lofing his bird. 

There is no country where crimes are lefs common 
than in Tartary : their plains, where malefaaors might 
cafily efcape, yield but few temptations, and the be- 
mnfula of the Crimea, which affords more objects of 
defire, is daily fliut up, and leaves not the culprit the 
fmalleft hope to efcape chaftifement. Hence no pre- 
cautions are taken for the fecurity of the capital, which 
contains no other guards than thofe which the foveiei^n 
dignity requires. ° 

The following is an inftance of the impartiality of 
-the Cham in the adminiftration of juftice. The flave 
of a Jew had aflaflinated his mafter in his vineyard, 
and complaint was laid by his neareft of kin. The 
culprit was feized, and during his trial fome zealous 
Mahometans determined to make him a Turk, in hopes 
to obtain his pardon. The Cham pronounced fentence 
of death, and the murderer's converfion was pleaded. 
It is neceffary to remark, that the laws of Crimea or- 
dain the criminal to be punifhed by the hand of him he 
has offended, or by the profecutors. In vain was it 
objected, that a Turk might not be left to the mercy of 
Jews; the Cham nobly declaring, he would leave' his 
brother to their mercy were he guilty, his province be- 
ing to do juftice, and as to his converfion and it's re- 
wards, he would leave thofe to Providence. The de- 
votees, however, contrived, by their intrigues, to re- 
tard the execution of judgment till the Friday after- 
noon, that their convert might take advantage of that 
law, which obliges the offended party to execute fen- 
tence within twenty-four hours, knowing that the Jew- 
ifti rites of Sabbath began at fun-fet. NtverrheJefs, 
the affaflin, loaded with chains, was brought to the butt 
on which thefe kind of executions were performed. 
Here anew obftacle arofe. The Jews are forbidden ro 
filed human blood, and the public crier was fent thro" 
the town to offer a confiderable fum to any one who 
would undertake the office of executioner ; but this 
office the moft miferable of the Tartars difdained. An 
account of the proceedings was carried to the judg- 
ment-feat of the Cham, and the devotees hoped ?o 
gain their point, in which, however, they were de- 
ceived. The Cham permitted the Jews to execute the 
law according to the precepts of the Old Tcftament, 
and the murderer was Honed to death. 

The Crimea law requires the complainant himfe lf to 
be the executioner. Here the pcifon who is obliged 
to plunge the fatal knife is never reduced by any 
temptation to remit the punifhment, and the law which 
leavts vengeance in Ins own hand renders his heart in- 
acccffible to any other fenfation. One of the prince's 
officers, bearing a filver hatcher, and wirh his ami 
railed, precedes the criminal, conduits him, and h 
prefent at the execution. 

^ The liberal, candid, and ingenuous difpofition of the 
Cham appeared from another circumflance worthy of 
being recounted. An unfortunate Tartar taken in the 
aft of difobcying orders, which were too fevere, had 
been condemned to death by the Cham, and prepara- 
tions were made to lead him to execution juft a* our 
traveller ai rived at the palace. 1 le was prcfenrJy fur- 
rounded by feveral mir/as, who explained the facts, and 
entreated him to preferve the Tartar from the conle- 
qiictTce of this rigorous prot ceding. He accordingly 
waited on rhe Cham, whom he inum\ agitated by the 
orders he had given, app*oa< bed him, Hooped to kiii 

his 
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his hand, and retained it, notwithstanding die motion 
he made to draw it hack, which never happened to him 
before. Upon die prince's demanding of him, with a 
kind of fevcrity, what he wanted, lie anfwered, the par- 
don of the culprit. When he afked what intereft he had 
in the pardon of that wretch ? He rejoined none; ad- 
ding, that he could not be intcrefted in behalf of one 
who had difobeyed his prince - r that it was for his own 
fake he interceded,, fince, lhould he once be too fevere, 
he would foon become cruel, and therefore need not 
ceafe to be good, in order to be conltantly feared and 
refpectcd. The Cliarn tfniled, and prefcntcd his hand 
to the petitioner, who went to anounce the pardon. 

The I.,efgee Tartars are a poweiful and warlike na- 
tion, whofe country extends near an 100 miles in length, 
from north to fbuth, and about &o miles from eaft to 
welt. It is fertile and pleafant, producii^ all kind* of 
grain and cattle. The people are good mechanics, 
and carry on feveraL manufactures. They are not only 
very warlike,, bnt excel in making fire-arms, with 
which they trade into Perfia. They are independent, 
and their chiefs, who are named Jhamkalls> in any com- 
mon cafe of danger, unite their farces* arid are unani- 
mous in their operations. 

They are active and well proportioned ; their* eyes 
are black, and full of fire; their complexion fwarthy ; 
and their features regular and engaging. They drefs 
after the Arabian fafhion,. audi wear whifkers. Some 
few, indeed, let their hair grow. 

They trade with the Perfians, Ruffians, and Arme- 
nians, giving fire-arms and madder for cloathing and 
neceffaries. They are too frequently guilty of rapine, in 
which, indeed, they refemble the natives of this extea- 
tive region in general. 

They follow the Turks in their mode of worfhip, and 
the Perfians in their manners : but in one particular 
they outdo mod of the oriental nations, for they can 
drink to great excefs. 



THE hiftory of the Tartars prefents the image of a 
▼aft ocean, the extent of which cannot be known but by 
examining its coalts. Their archives, in fact, are only 
found among the nations who have had the misfortune 
to be their neighbours, and whom they have fucccfli ve- 
ry ravaged ; and as thefe nations have written little or 
nothing, the hiftorian is obliged to be contented with 
probabilities ; but thefe are fuch, that, when compared 
with the annals of all nations, it muft he admitted, that 
the Tartars prove the bel* title to the higheft antiquity. 

It would be difficult to ;n ocure any well eftablimed 
facts of the annals- *>f the Tartars before Zingis-Khan. 
It is known that this prince was elected Grand Cham 
by the chiefs of the different tribes, and was only ehofen 
to be the king: of princes,, becaufe he was the mod 
powerful among diem. 

It is likewife known that Zingis-Khan conceived and 
rxecuted projects of ufurpation, by whic h he formed 
the grcatft empire known in hiftory. The emigra- 
tions which followed this conqueror, and which fprcad 
over the conqutred countries, prove alio the decree of 
population neceffaiy to. fuch an influx, and 1 he confklera- 
tions united throw the origin of that family info the 
obfcuiity of the molt diflaiu ages. 

An uninterrupted chafn has brought down the ra<<v 

©fZingiltan Princes even to our times, as ir likewife 
has the feudal government to which the Tartar, au* 
{object. They have national arTemblies, ami a kind of 
reprcfentatives called /vur. Their afVemhl V, aie only 
convoked on extraordinary occalionv j but in otdei mat 
the Cham, who ha* the tight to funimon the mcmheis, 
may not take advantage of their aUlence, to- extent! his 
authority beyond t he bounds of the feudal laws, one of 
the fix tfys eonihimly renreleius the other five j and. 
this chief oftlie Tartar nobility has, as well as the t»ve- 
rcign, his minifler, ami the light of convolving the 
beys, if the negligence of the Cham lhould lender it 
licet fKuy to counteiact his own abufes or ufurjutions. 
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The fame order which unite* the great a^ainft 
encroachments of defpotifm is equally watchful f £ 
fecurity and fupport « the legal power of the foyer* 
The grand officers of the Tartars feern to be to th 
vernment, what columns are to an edifice; they fuiv' 
without having the means of lhaking it. * ain 
The firft dignity of the empire is that of eaiga whiek 
prefer ves the piivilege ©f regency at the death of th 
Cham, till the arrival of the future fbve reign, 'r^ 
taiga is commander in chief of the Tartar armies if th C 
Cham goes not to war in perfon. * • e 

The poll of nobradin* which is the fecond in the king- 
dom, is likewife filled by a man of the firft: rank. f?« 
tjoys alio the right of having his minifters; but they 0 
well as their mailer,, have no power to act. If 
however, any event calls out the troops of the nootadin 
to the field, both his authority,, and tharof his minif. 
tcrs, acquire all the activity of fovereign power. 

The third dignity of the empire,, under the'title of 
or-bey, has occafionally been conferred on ntirzas who 
had efpoufed princefTcs of the blood royal. Thefe no- 
bles, who difdain d\e firft places in, the miaifby, have 
been appointed to diftant governments j but fuch go- 
vernments are ufually given to die fons or nephews' of 
the reigning prince, where they are generals their 
provincial troops. 

Befides thefe great offices, the revenues of which 
conlift: in certain rights eftabliftied in their provinces, 
there are two others, which are female dignities ; that of 
ala-ley> which the Cham ufually beftows on his mother 
or one of his wives ; and that of oioe-kanaiy which he 
always gives to his eldefl fitter, or the eldeft of his 
daughters. Several villages are dependent on thefe 
priacefles, who- determine the differences which happen 
among their fubjects, and do juftice in the perfons of 
their intendants, who fit for that pur-pofe at the gate of 
thefcraglio y near the haranv 

The revenues of the Cham fcarcely amount to 25,0001. 
fterling for the maitenance of his houfehold. If, how- 
ever, this fmall income confines- the prince's liberality, 
it does not prevent him from being generous. A num- 
ber of mirzas live at his expence, till the right of ef- 
ch«ax gives him the means of difencumbering himfelf 
by granting them lands. 

The raifing of forces is no expence to him.. All 
eltates are held by military tenure. Neither does the 
fovereign fupport any expence of juftice ; he decides 
all difputes throughout hia ftar.es gratis j as each jurif- 
diction likewiie does in its refpective diftricts. An ap- 
peal is from thefe individual tribunals to the lord para- 
mount. 

The bell education among t lie Tartars goes nor be- 
yond' learning to read and' write. But though the 
education of the mirzas is neglected, they are eminent: 
for their eafy politenefs. This is the effect of their fa • 
miliar habits of living with their princes, without ever 
failing to pay them a proper refpect. 

The Tartars are fo little attentive to the natural pro- 
ductions of their country, that they even neglect, by 
digging, to appropriate the mines of Tchad if- Dttfue 
to their own ufes. It may be pr-efumed, the Chant 
would not remain infenfible to. the acquifition of its 
ru hvs, if the fear of exciting the aval ice of the Porte 
had not made him prefer inaction to labour, the fruits 
of which he would not be fuffered to enjoy. The uaii- 
gei 'of feeing this ^old tjanfplanted to Conftaiuinoplc 
is not the only one which a Cham of the T.wtnrs would 
be expofed to in working the mines he; poflefles. for- 
ced 10 invite miners and other artills to direct the pru- 
eeeilmus, In* mull have intioduccd into Crimea the 
Uouif'cs <if prohibition ; and the Tartar monarchy have 
Lu rllu ed their own inrerefl to the public u aiujuillity. 

Act u Homed to an exillcnce, die pleafures of whith 
appertain more to the produce of the foil, than the 
pomp imprifnned in the dark cnfr.ulsul the eaith, the 
Tartars make the (ut air in which they breathe pinnate 
their happinels, and the climate admiiiillcis to 1 heir ni- 
ce Hi ties and fa luCit Lit 
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***** Rivers ' chhf *** 

THERE are different opinions refpedting the deri- 
vation of the name ofPerfia. According to the 
k was derived from Perfeus, the fon of 
ancient P oe p . but lcfs fabulous authors rather 

JSTt tfcSS&n of the word Parthia, and that the 
rlodem Perfians derive their name from their progeni- 
?<£ the Parthians, the ancient i nhabitants of the coun- 
Z The word itfelf implies a horfeman, the Perlians 
IS Parthians having always been famed for their (kill 

10 MocSr^X includes all thofe countries which wn e 
.nnentlv celebrated and known by the names of Media, 
Parthia, part of Affyria, Hircania, Colchis, Ba6t n a, 

Iberia, and Sufiana, 

This cxtenfivc empire lies between the 45 th and 
70th deg. of eaft longitude; and 25th and 44th deg. 
of north latitude. It is 1300 miles in length, and 1 100 
in breadth, being bounded, on the north, by the Cai- 
man Sea, which feparates it from Ruffia; and on the 
north-taft by the river Oxus, which divides it from 
Ufbec Tartary. The north- weft boundaries are the 
Daghiftan mountains, and the mountains of Ararat, 
which divide it from Circaflian Tartary. India is the 
eaftern boundary 5 the Indian Ocean, and the gulphs of 
Peifia and Ormus, the fouthern; and Arabia and Tur- 
key the weflcrn. Hence it is evident that no country 
in the world is more happily fUuated for commerce, or 
better calculated to become a great maritime power : 
but its natural advantages have always been rendered of 
very little ufe by its unhappy political conftitution : for 
wherever private property is precarious, and the human 
rcafon manacled, the people muft be miferable. No- 
thing but liberty, guarded by wholefome laws, and free- 
dom of thought, under falutary reftri&ions, can render 
any people happy. From the remoter! periods down 
to the preient time, we find that arbitrary mea- 
sures have ruined the molt powerful (laces, and depo- 
pulated (bme of the fined regions in theuniverfe, while 
liberty hath rendered countries, lefs happily fituated, 
opulent and potent. 

The chief mountains of JYrfia arc thofe of Ararat, 
Caucafus, and Taui is, which have long made a diftiji- 
gui/hed figure in hiftory. 

There are fewer rivers in this country than in any 
other of fo vaft an extent in the world. The only ones 
worth naming, are the Kur and Aiasj they both arife 
near mount Ararat, and difchargc thcmfclves into the 
Cafpian Sea. The wcflern boundary, indeed, is wa- 
tered by the Euphrates and Tigris; and the river Indus 
wafhes theeaftern part. The (beam called Oxus docs 
not merit the name of a river; and the few other rivu- 
lets arc no better than ditches, many of them being the 
greatcll part of the year dry. However, the Perfians 
have fuppltcd by art, what they have been rrfufed by 
natnte; and by the means of a great vaiiety of canals, 
releivoirs, aqueduds, and other uk-ful and ingenious 
conn ivances, they fcldom know the want of wafer. 

1 he air and climate in fo e* ten five an empire mufl 
neeeilaiily be very different. Towards the Daghilhin 
mountains, winch are continually covered witft fnow, 
tne air is exceedingly cold : it is very hot in ilie iuuthcin 
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prtiant plam, and is defended frvw (he wimK by .a 



chain of mountains, which furround it at feyeral miles 
diftance. It is twelve miles in circumference, exciu- 
five of the fuburbs. The form is oval 5 and though 
the ftreets are irregular, it certainly merits tl^c name or 
a magnificent citv ; though it fuffe red greatly, in point 
of population and fuperbiicfs, by the devastations of 
KouJi Khah. Previous to which time it contained 
1 8,000 houfes, 500,000 inhabitants, i,8oo caravanfe- 
ras, 160 mofques, 260 public baths, a great number 
of fuperb palaces, and fine fquaics planted with fhady 
trees. 

The royal palace, with the offices and gardens, is 
three miles in circumference. The royal fq 1 1 arc, or 
meidaxy is near a mile long, and about three furkngs 
broad. The fortifications of this city are, however, 
mean and weak, being moflly made of earth, and the 
moat that f 11 rounds them is generally drv > fo that the 
place is but in a defencelefs fituation. It U, neverthe- 
Iefs, not only the bell town, but the greareft mart of 
commerce in Perfia, all the trade of the empire center- 
ing here ; befides the vail quantity of goods of all kinds, 
which are brought by merchants of all the oriental na- 
tions, who deal in mufk, ambergris, diamonds, pearls, 

gold, &C. 

The royal fquare, or great market place, is 700 feet 
long, and 250 broad. The houfes which furround it 
are uniform, erected with bricks, and the fhops vaulted. 
On the fide towards the palace are {hops belonging to 
the lapidaries, goldfmiths, and druggifts; oppofite to 
which are the tavci ns, eating-houfes., linen -drapers, 
mercers, woollen-drapers, &:c. 

A rivulet Hows through the meidan* the channel of 
which is of ftone, by which the water is conveyed to 
two large refcrvoirs, that fupply the great eft part of 
the city with that uleful article, by the means of pipes. 
On the banks of this rivulet, and round the marker, 
are planted a preat number of evergreen trees, which 
greatly referable box, and being r^gu'arly cur, fo that 
the mops appear between them, they add greatly to the 
elegance of the place. 

Here are two covered mufic galleries oppofite to each 
other, where the city muMcians play every night at fun- 
fet, or whenever the Sophi makes his appearance. 

There is an inferior market-place, in which all forts 
of merchandize and provifions are fold, and the pricey 
are allowed to be reafonablc. Meat and fuel, indeed^ 
are jather dear. 

Several pieces of cannon, without carnages, are 
planted before the royal palace. This palace con fids 
principally of the felbval -hall, where the Sophi enter* 
tains his nobles on new year's day, and the hall of au- 
dience, where he receives foreign ambaflitdors, hears 
caules, and dittributes julbce. The latter has not on- 
ly a fpacious court befoie it, but is in itlcJf exceedingly 
i'uperb and elegant. At one end of this hall is a kind 
of alcove, which is fcpaiatcd fio u the otlur part by a 
red callico curtain, wfiich is occafionally drawn up by 
filk firings, and i t (Is upon the capitals of the pillars, 
which, being of wood, aie finely carved rind giJr, as 
well as tin* walls. The (loot is coveted with a carpet 
of a gold and filver ground. The fides are adorned 

with pictures, painted by Kun.pian rndU-is, In rhe 
ccnu r is a beautiful fountain, iurrounded by a jiumb< r 
of gold and (ilver vefll Is. In it • bafon a>r lien many 
kinds of fruits ami (lowers floating upon the I'm face of 
the water. There are many other fpacious apartments 
in the palace, which ll rangers aie nor permitted to fur- 
vey. Befides the halls, there are many fmaljer cham- 
bers, clollts, ard gallei i( s ; fbme for the entertainment 
of the of fin i s of the court, who are exceedingly nuinc- 

rousj others (or the won.cn. '1 here arc mapy detached 
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filver, brocades, Sec. There are three gates 



offices for the menial fervants; and a fancluary, or 
place of refuge, for debtors and criminals. But it is re- 
markable that almoft every apartment hath its peculiar 
fubdivifion of the ga%len. 

Near the palace is a citadel, well garrifoned, but in- 
differently fortified; which contains the treafures, am- 
munition, arms, and flores, belonging to the Sophi. 

At the fouth end of the royal meidan is a mofque, 
built of white marble, in fo artful a manner, that the 
eye cannot difcover where the feparate Clones are ce- 
mented together. There is a large court before it, 
in the center of which is a beautiful fountain. Many 
of the oilier mofques are remarkable for their elegance 
and grandeur. 

In the principal parts of the town are handfome ta- 
verns and coffee-houfes, where people go for the fake 
of converfation, and to hear the poets rehearfe their hu- 
morous and fatirical compofitions. 

There are two convents in Ifpahan, the one SpaniCh, 
and the other Italian, which belong to the Auguftine 
and Carmelite friars. 

Over the Sophi's (tables is a high tower, built of eardi 
and the horns of flags, in commemoration of a hunt- 
ing match, in which Shah-Tamar killed 2000 of thefe 
animals, whole horns were employed in the building. 
There are many warehouies in different parts of Ifpa- 
han, which are ufually built three (lories high, with 
vaults beneath them. 

That quarter of the city inhabited by the Armenians 
is fuppofed to contain three thouiand houfes, and twelve 
churches. There is another quarter* inhabited by 
Georgians, who, as well as the Armenians, are Chris- 
tians, and merchants. The third quarter is the refi- 
dence ofthcGebers, or the defcendants of the ancient 

Perfians. 

The city of Schamachie, the capital of the province 
of Schirwan, is divided into the north and fouth city. 
The walls of the former are Handing, but are too low 
and weak to be of any fervicein cafe of a fiege. Thole 
of the latter were dcmolifhed by Shah Abbas. The 
ftreets are narrow, the houfes low, and built only of 
earth. The fhops, bc/.ar, and two capacious ware- 
houfes, arc in the fouth city. The trade chiefly con- 
fifts of raw and wrought (ilk, callicos, &c. The Muf- 
covitc merchants deal in Ruffia leather, furs, copper 
and tin. The Circaffian Tartars trade in horfes, boys 
and women, the latter of whom they often deal on the 
Mufcovitc frontiers. The Jews likewife drive a confi- 
dcrablc trade here ir gold, filver, brocade, tapeflry, 
woollen, fill:, and warlike initmmcnts. There are 
many colleges here, in which all the branches of orien- 
tal learning are taught. The mofques arc large and 
numerous. The country round I Hunan is ferule and 
plcafanr. 

The city of Ardebil, though huge, has neither wall 
or fortification. It principally confilb of five capital 
ftreets. r.vcry Jiouie has a garden, or rather orchard, 
full of fruits; and the ftreets are regularly planted with 
elms, which render them exceedingly beautiful and 
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building, which lead into three trading ftreets tl 
covered over, and well furnifhed with carav r ! arc 
ftore-houfes, and (hops. ' ' an,tr -s, 

Sulthania, though greatly decayed, was once a n U 
city. It ftill retains many magnificent buildings 1 
mod remarkable of which is a prodigious large rn I 
that contains the fepulchre of Sultan Mahomet n ^r ' 
bende, the founder of the city. This mofque hath t| . 
gates of fine poliflied fleel, which equal, in bi*V nc f s "?* c 
gates of any church in Europe. The Perftans p r « / 
that twenty flrong men cannot open the larger!: ot th 
without diflinftly pronouncing beafk All hakfehn whM 
fignihes, open for the fake of Alt ; but on the repititio r 
ot thole words, the hinges become fo pliant, that a child 
may manage the gate, and fwing it open with them-tV 
eft eafe. The roof of the mofque is of blue and \vhV» 
Clones. The tomb of the before-mentioned Sultan U 
furrounded by a grate of polilhed Indian fteel, moft ad- 
mirably wrought. Within the brafs rails, which fe pa ] 
rate it from the reft of the mofque, there are fever*! 
books written in Arabic characters of three inches in 
length, with alternate lines of black and gold. The 
books themfelves are near a yard /quare. The Holf- 
tein ambafladoi s, when in Perfia, procured fomc leaves 
of them, which are now in the Duke of Holftein's libra- 
ry, and contain a paraphrafe upon the koran. At the 
entrance of the mofque is a beautiful fountain. TJic 
tower, which is of an octagonal form, is Surrounded by 
eight other towers. Upon the whole, it is a ftriidurc 
which alloniChcs the imagination, and gratifies the cu. 
riofity. 

Theie are many other fine mofques in the city, par- 
ticularly one founded by Shah Ifmael, which has a 
round tower over the gate } and the court is embclliihed 
by a magnificent pyramid, furrounded by eight elegant 
marble pillars. Near the mofque are the ruins of a 
triumphal arch, built of free-Clone. 

The city of Cafwin, the ancient Arfatia, is the prin- 
cipal city of the province of Erak, which was originally 
the celebrated Parthia. It contains about ioo,oco in- 
habitants, yet hath neither wall or fortification. Its 
circumference is about a German league, and its lima- 
tion in a fandy plain. The houfes are plainly built of 
brick, but are neat and well furnifhed. The ftieetsaie 
not paved, and confequently dully. The inhabitants 
are fupplied with water from a neighbouring mountain, 
by the means of pipes. The people flicker themfelves 
from the exceflive heats in vaulted cellars, where t'.ey 
likewife preferve ice and fnow to cool their liquors. 

There is a royal palace near the market place, which 
was creeled by Shah Tamas. He, however, afm- 
wards removed the regal feat to Tauris. There is a 
beautiful garden behind it, and another oppofite ro jr. 
In the common market prodigious quantities of all 
kinds of commodities are fold- The horle mmket 
contains many fine buildings. We cannot omit one 
Angular circumftance which is pradtifed here. As loon 
as the fhops are Chut, a great number of profliuites' 
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?iml V?ri' ' 1 T. f J • r lS 300 l ,arcs in k ' n £ rh > makc **ir appearance, and feat themfelves in lows 
Jf.r ^rcatUlv. It is furrounded with Cliops and with their faces veiled. The bawd Hands behind them 



warehouies every trade having its peculiar quarter. 
Not far dill ant is a molque of refuge, where criminals 
art- proteacd for a limited time. This is a burial place 
of linan hade, a child of their twelve faints. When 
the time is expired, the eiiminal mull apain fec k his 
lajety „, the grand iancluary, or fepulchre of Sch\ 
which ,s at a Imall diftance. At the entiar.ee of the 
city, a little river divides itfelf into two branches ; the 
one paHes through it, and the other funonnds ir. Thefe 
flreams are lometimes jo | Welled by the niching of the 
fnow from the mountains, that the inhabitants a ,r 
obliged to d,vert the fury of their currents by means of 
innumerable artificial trenches, or the whole city would 
be overwhelmed by the inundation, 

There is a handfome fouare fabric, built upon arches 
on one fide of the market place, for the purpofe of 

vending nil valuable commodities, fuch at jewels, gold, 



with their faces veiled. The bawd ftands b chind them 
with unlighted candles. When a man makes his ap- 
peal ance at any of the rows, the bawd lights her candle, 
that he may have an opportunity of examining which 
face he likes; when he has pitched upon one, a batgain 
is made with the bawd, which being concluded, rlv. 
couple retiie. This, like other large Perfian cities, 
conrains many bagnios, caravanferas, warehouies, &e. 

The city of Kom, which, by Ptolemy, was called 
Gurianas, has loll muth of its ancient fpiendour : the 
walls are in ruins, but indicate its former importance. 
Its principal trade at prefent is in a much admired 
earthen ware, and (word blades, which are deemed the 
bell in the whole empire. 

Katfchan, one of the fined cities in Perfia, is fituatcd 
in the midCl of a fine fertile plain i the houfes in general 
being handfome, and tl>e public ftructurcs fuperior w 
thofc of any oihcr city. The country about it is fo 

tiuitfuJf 



poor eft 

jxceeding 
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fruitful, that the 

?he ereat number of natives, -but from the vaft influx 

^ foreigners, who flock thither from all parts, particu- 
of foreigner , # ^ ^ ^ 

IW b , The 

Sophi has a grand garden here, in the midft of which 
Jsafummer palace, reputed to have a thoufand doors 
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larlv from India, to carry on trade. The walls a 
tifications are 



is a iummer pa^> ~ — ^ - " . r V 

and windows. The greateft inconveniency in Katfchan, 
is the want of water, as they have not any but what is ill 
tafted, thick, and muddy. , 

The city of Refched is the capital of the province of 
Ghilan, which is one of the mod fertile, rich, and 
pleafant provinces in all Perfia : it is large and populous, 
but has not the leaft fortification. The ftreets are 
agreeable, and planted with trees \ but the houfes in 
general are meaner than thofe of any other city in the 
empire; they are all covered with tiles or flates. The 
market place is capacious, and contains many good 
fhops; and all the neceflaries of life are exceedingly 
cheap. 

The city of Derbent is about three miles in length, 
and near five hundred paces in breadth. The cattle 
and wall are five feet thick, and it is fuppofed they were 
buile by Alexander the Great, They appear to be built 
with free-ftone, but, in reality, are a compofition of 
pounded mufcle fliells, which being moulded into the 
form of bricks, are fo excellently cemented together, 
that the whole compofition is now harder than any mar- 
ble. A garrifon of five hundred foldiers is kept here. 

About two hundred miles to the fouthward of Ifpa- 
han is Schiras, a place of confiderable trade, The 
wines made here are the beft in Perfia ; the fruits and 
flowers are incomparable ; and the furrounding country 
is a perfect paradife ; but only about four thoufand of 
the houfes are at prefent inhabited. It is the capital of 
Pars, the ancient Perfia ; and its college for the fhidy 
of oriental literature is one of the beft in Perfia. Tho' 
the ftreets are narrow, the buildings in general arc fu- 
perb and elegant, and the mofques are innumerable. 

Mod of the European nations, particularly the Eng- 
lifh, have eftablifhed factories at Gombroon, by the 
means of which they carry on trade with the Perfians, 
Turks, Tartars, Arabians, Armenians, Banyans, Sec. 

The Englifli factory at Gombroon is clofe to the fea 
at fome diftance from the Dutch, which is a convenient 
and elegant building. Great profits arife to both the 
companies for freightage; for as the natives have no 
hips, their goods are carried in Englifh and Dutch 
bottoms, to Surat, and other Indian marts. The 
principal commodities are a variety of wines, almonds, 
, ins, da**, ginger, piftachio nuts, filks, carpets, 
leather, ammoniac, afiafoctida, tragacanrh, with many 
<>thcrgums, drugs, &c. the principal of which articles 
being the produce of Carmania, are brought to Gom- 
broon in caravans. The companies pay no cuftom, 
H«r, at certain times, give prefents to the Shahbindcr, 

Z Z 1 1C ^' n S Jini have an a e cnt at Kpahan, who 
re ivesonetlurdof the company's profits, the chief at 

rh 1 0n " third ' nnc1 the rt(l ofthc fc«ora the ether 
m ii i e arc thm * ««andsneur (Sombnxini Or- j 
n^l a ^ ^QScfino. The former is fituatcd at 

id of r n >f thc Per , fian r,M, 1*« is fantn, dc- 

aulm..r W ?? r ' ! l m Induces excellent white fait, 

of K 1 <,Uant,tiC ? "t f . Wa J" k ,hinin - f[Xlul T,u ' 'flam 

rai r rk:lh,C f ° r i,s 1 HM,J which 

r 7 ,a, , » and populous ifland. 

f^niVSri 1 ° f , W , Cyt0y » in ll,e Cli * )i;in ™ 

' 1 i C i r,,rin R fomcnt ttnd boil hi « lwrt 
nk,, J 1 L : X hn ' ,s thk:k haxy. The nautha often 



ikca fir*. „* .1 <■ ' ■ i iw iiii^ina oiten 

^Kd»2f . . In weather ihe fprings boil up tt > 

*tai9ft S CC .! in do,l !8 which it often hardens till it 
»W ATci the mouth of the fprin K , wd r olwtiinqi 



quite covers it up, forming a hillock upon It. But the 
fpring is no fboner oppoled and obflrudted in one place, 
than it works its way under ground to another, where 
it breaks out with redoubled violence, The mouths 
of the fprings are about ten feet in diameter, or more, 
when they have been long open. The poor people ufe 
the naptha as oil in their lamps, and often to boil their 
provifions, but it gives the food a difagreeable talle, 
and is, indeed, in itfelf, very difgufting to the fmell. 
This occafions the ifland not to be inhabited at a.ny time, 
except when the people are gathering naptha. 
* 4 P eculiar kind of thin white naptha, found in the 
peninlula of Apcheron, is drank by the Perfians as a 
cordial, and ufed externally as a medicine. It is pur- 
chafed by the Indian merchants, and, being properly 
prepared, forms the maft beautiful and durable varnim. 
in the univerfe. 

The temple of the Geber?, or Gaurs, who are the 
wormippcrs of fire, is about ten miles from Baku, a 
city on the Cafpian Sea, near which there are mines of 
fulphur. The earth, for two miles round, has been 
long famous for its Angular qualities ; for on paring off 
the iurface of the earth in any part of that extent, to the 
depth of two or three inches, and touching the unco- 
vered part with a red hot coal, it immediately takes 
fire, Though the flame makes the foil hot, it does not 
confume it, or injure any thing near it, If a hollow 
cane, or any other tube, though made of the flighteft 
materials, be put a few inches into the ground, and the 
top of it be touched with fire, the flame will inftantly 
burft out, which will burn exceedingly clear, without 
confuming the cane or tube. Thus the inhabitants of 
thefe parts kindle afire, and drefs their food, without 
expence : for their houfes confift only of a ground floor, 
which is not paved; fo that when they want to drefs 
any food, they run three or four canes into the ground, 
and, having kindled a fire, they put on the pot, The 
flame may be extinguiflied in the fame manner that fpi- 
nts of wine are. This flame fmells fulphureouHy, like 
naptha, but is not quite fo orTenfive ; and the moi$ 

ftxong the ground, the more ftrong and clear is the 
flame. 

On the borders of the Cafpian Sea the foil is rather 
unfruitful ; but to the fouthward of Mount Taurus the 
natural fertility of the ground is aftonifhing : the corn, 
which is brought to perfection with very little trouble, 
is admirable. They make excellent wine of grapes! 
which are the fpontaneous productions of thofe parts. 
The other fruits are delicious, and the face of the coun- 
try teems with all the luxuries of life. 

The oil of this country is excellent, as are the drugs, 

particularly fenna and rhubarb. The cucumbers, dates| 

oranges, piftachio nuts, melons, and all kinds of what 

Europeans call garden vegetables, are not to be ex-, 
celled. 

Like the Chinefe, the Perfians deem gardening one 
of the molt important fciences, and fpare neither "pains 
or expence to render their enclofed grounds beautiful, 
as well as ufeful. 

The Perfians do not introduce flowers into their gjjr* 
dens, as the Europeans do ; thefe are the fpontaneous 
productions of the fields j but the gardens are filled 
with plantations of the moll excellent fruit trees. Their 
walks arecurioufiy laid out, and fer on both fides with 
t/innar trees, a ipecies of poplar not known in Europe : 
it grows to the height of a pine, In ars a fi nit relembling 
the chefnut, and has broad leaves like thole of the vine. 
Of the wood the Perfians make their doors and window 
flmtteis, as it is blown, fmooth, finely veined, and 
much more beautiful than the fincfl walnut-tree. 
Their fountains are deemed the fined ornaments of their" 
gardens. 

There is much arr difplaycd in the arrangement, 
culture and ornaments of the emperor's garden neat 
the city of Ilpahan, called Fyarhack. It is exactly 
ftjuare, being half a league each way, and is divided at 
right angles by the river Rcndriurh, Towards thc 
fuuth there is a mount finely planted with trees, which 

form 
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form fcveral beautiful walks - on each fide are preci- 
pices made by cutting the rock, and from tU top Jc 
^ralftrea^of wate) fall into ; bafons at ^ 
and form a variety of artificial ^ {c ^\J^^ r 
bafons and fountains in every walk but they all \M Ki 
from each other in appearance, and fpout out the water 

in various directions. . , 

In the middle of the garden there is a very Urge 
baton, into which all the feveral dreams diiembogue 
themselves, and from which a column of water is thrown 
up to the height of 40 feet. The baton is fquare, and 
at each corner there is a large pavilion, containing fe- 
veral fine apartments, adorned with beautiful carving 
and gilding. This garden is not only planted with all 
the ipecies of fruit-trees in Perfia, bur with many from 
Turkey and India, which were procured at a great ex- 
pence for that purpofe by Shah Abbas; among which 
is a peculiar kind of vine, the grap<- s whereof arc as 
large as a walnut ; they contain no ilone, an J taitc 
mod delicioufly. There arc 1 10 gardeners to takecai e 
of this garden; that is, ten mailer gardeners, and ten 
others under each of them. They are flittered to let 
anv perfon fee the garden for four kafbtkns, or two- 
pence a piece, who are allowed to eat what fruit they 

pleafe, but to carry none away. 

There are fummer-houfes in mod gardens, contain- 
in" four apartments, fuitable to the four winds ; and it 
frequently happens that the fummer-houfes are far fu- 
pcrior to the dwell ing-hoi'fe:-., both with refpeft to the 

architecture and furniture. 

The fuperabundant number of mulberry-trees in 
Perfia enables the natives to feed innumciablc quanti- 
ties of filk- worms, which produce fome of the mod 
excellent filk in the univerfe. 

Wild chelhut, turpentine and almond trees abound 
here, as do the willow and fir trees. Miny provinces 
produce trees which bear thofe gall nuts that are ufed 
in dying. There are gum, malVic, and incenfe trees ; 
the latter, which aie found in Carmania, relemble the 
pear tree. The plantain trees are fuppofed to prevent 
the plague from vifiting places, where they are found in 
abundance; and it is aflerted by the Peilians, that at 
Ifpahan, where the plague was formerly frequent, no 
contagion hath happened fince the gardens and public- 
walks of that city were planted with thefe trees. The 
manna trees are' of vai ions forts: the belt yellow is 
found in Nichapour and part of Baftria. 

They have plenty of tobacco about 1 fammadan and 
Sufa j ™d the Pcrfian poppy is deemed the fined in the 
univerfe. The mots and fal lading are better tailed, 
and lefs liable to create wind in the flomach, than thole 

of any other countiy. 

In Chorallan they have ihubarb, which is in high 
cflimation, though it mull be eonfelTed thai it [•» infe- 
rior to that biought from Tartaiy. Here is plenty of 
fena, nux» vomica, caflia, gum- ammoniac, afialcetida, 
&c. Allafoetida is common in all the eailern coun- 
tries, being ufed in ragouts fauces, foup.i, fjec. # It ib 
allowed to nave the Ihongcit odour of i'ny thing in the 
univerfe; whatever veiled it is put in it always retains 
the fcent, and all the goods in any fhip in which aila- 
fcetida is packed up arc moic or id's impregnated with 
the effluvia. 

Here are two kinds of mummy: one is a natural 
production, which ditlils fiom a rock, and the other is 
taken from embalmed bodies. U is an admirable me- 
dicine in the cure of wound ;, hi uifes, ftc. 

Galbanum and the cotton tiu are very common, but 
there is Another tree which pro hue* a very fine cotton, 

or rather a filk. 

F.uropean fruits in general abound in groat pei feci ion 
in Perfia, particularly peaches, apricots and ncctrincs, 
fome of which weigh eighteen 01 twenty ounces. 

The pomegranates, apples and prars, which grow in 
Iberia, are very fine, as are the dates of Carmania, 
• i- irang' S of Myrcania, and the onions of B:\6lria: 
J. rat anil bailey are exceeding good, and the rice 
. ■ f.illy admiied , but oat> and rye arc exceeding 
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The fruits of Perfia would eqiul, If not excel, choH- 
of Inn ope, if the natives knew any thing of graftV 

and inoculation. 

Salt fulphm, all urn and lalt-petrc are here produced 
by fpontaueous nature. There aie large quarries of 
black, white, red and mixed marble. 

The Pcrfian horfes are the moll beautiful of iheEaft, 
though not deemed fo fwift as the Arabian. The ait-' 
are of two forts: the native a lies, which arc* dull, heavy 
and ftupid, and the Arabian breed, which are beautiful, 
docile, aud in high cftimarion tor the fiddle. 

They have alio mules, oxen, buffalo?, and tluv* 
forts of camels, viz. the fmall, large and fwift* 
latter can trot exceeding (lift. '1 he large camels can 
carry 1 zoo or 1300 weight: they are not beaten, bus- 
managed bv the voice, the driver finging a kind of 
fong f e and the camel proceeding fader or Qo we r accord- 
in? to the modulation of the voice. 

'Oxen ric ufed in ploughing, but beef is illdom 
eaten. Hogs are fcarce ; fheep and. deer plenty : and 
wild bcalls/fuch as lions, leopards, bears, tygers, &c. 
very numerous, particularly in Hyrcania. The jackals 
dig giaves, and tear up the dead bodies, being exceed- 

ins fond of the flefh. 

"There is the fame variety, but not the fame abund- 
ance of fowls in Perfia as in Europe, excepting pigeons, 
there being above 3000 pigeon-honies in Ifpahan and 
its neighbourhood. The reafon of fuch a number of 
pigeons being kept is on account of their dung, which 
the Pcrfians deem the heft manure for their melons, of 

which thev are fo fond. 

Martlets and the noura are taught to fpeak like 
parrots. The nightingale is heard all the year round, 
though it fin^s fineft in ipring : but the principal bird 
is the pelican, which has a beak near twenty inches in 
length, a head too large in proportion to the body, and 
feathers as fort and white as thofe of a goofe. it iiluali, 
relts its long beak upon its back : its food is filh, 1:1 
the catching°of which it (hews great, dexterity. 

There are a great number of birds ot prey, winch arc 
taught to fly at other game, the Pcrfkns being great 

lovers of falconry. 

Frefh water fitli arc not plenty on account of the pcit 
fcarcity of rvers : but they have fea fifli in very j^a; 
abundance. 

In Carmania there is a natural rarity called the wind- 
poifoning-flower, which, it is faid, infects the an. 
There is another Ihrub .called allcs poilon, became 
•when it is eaten by thofe animals it proves morta . 

'I he bezaar itone is taken from goats both wild a id 
tame, which feed near the Peifian gulph, and is of great 
value. There are fwarms of land locufts, but they ate 
devoured by the water locufts, which are their natural 

enemies, . . , r 

At fome dillance from Ifpahan is a river, which tan 
into a beautiful bafon through a range of rocks, ana 
appears like a lake covered with rocks and mountains. 



S E C T I O N II. 

Pcrfons, lhffs % Cujloms, Manners, Vijp<>ftth»i> />< 
itrfions, slrts y Manufactures, lhib\tatwis> i-m lii! J> 
Ma nicy/ a tut Fit n era I Ce > em 0 11 Us . 

TI IP, Pcifuins of both fixes are in grneial liM 
fome, tlx- men being fond of Circallun worn** 
The men (have their 'nails, but fume alio* J-| 
heaids to iraeh up to their temples. I he ' ; 

however, wear long beards. All the men, 1^ ■ r 
grandees, wenr caps, which are pietty rui'h, an< ; 
thered at the top • but thofe of quality wear in»j,*> ^ 
cent turbans. As they make it an uiuveilal mm ^ 
keep their heads exceeding warm, fo thev not 
oft* either caps or turbans even to monarch*. 

Their mode of falutation is by inclining th<: 
and putting the right hand to the breait. ..*.,.. 
Their favourite colour is red, which they adn..rt ^ 
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? their foldiers wear it, who, On that account, are 
^ftt^oMr^ to theikin, that are 



falhes, 



* % bv Sort coats or vefts, which they girt with a 
fr.as theveft reaches only to the knees, a large pair 
{ t Araters fupplies the place of breeches. Cloth 
°1 , • r^re ioined to the drawers, and fhppers with 
hefls are J worn inftead of Ihoes. The materials 
K'r cloathing are, however, expense, as they 
nfift of filk, furs, cotton, muflin, &c. plain, or 
C hmidered w th gold and filven They often wear 
boots on theirlegs, and always daggers in their 
The drcfs of the women differs very little from 
that of the men, and is rather coftly, They, however, 
inlure what beauty they have by paint and wafhes 

The laws of the Perfians permit them to marry four 
wives and to keep as many concubines as they pleafe. 
But it is the cuftom of the country for the men to con^- 
fider the women as mere flaves. They may, indeed, 
if they pleafe, marry for life, or for any determinate 

^^The higher rank of women are abfolute prifoners> 
and the lower abfolute drudges; for they are obliged to 
till the land, plant the rice, and do every kind ot field 
as well as domeftic work, while their hufbands go to 
market, faunter about, or fmoke their pipes. 

The Perfians are in general pretty temperate. They 
nfe coffee in the morning, and dine on milk and fruit, 
particularly melons, of which they are exceeding 
forid. Their chief meal is fupper, which confifts of 
pilau, and boiled rice and fowls or mutton. As they 
cfteem it an abomination to cut bread, or any kind 
of meat, after it is dreiTed, their food is fo prepared, 
that they can divide or feparate it with their finders, and 
is fcrved in a variety of fmall difhes. 

If the lower clafs of people are balhfui and fhy, the 
better fort are polite ana hofpitable. The gre.it num- 
ber of caravanferas in this country may be adduced as 
a proof of the hofpitality of the peopU-. A caravanfera 
is a large fquare building, with a fpacious court in the 
middle: the building itielf contains a great number of 
chambers for the accommodation of travellers, and 11a- 
bles for their horfes. As there are not any inns in the 
eaftern countries, caravanferas are exceedingly conve- 
nient, though nothing but flicker is to be obtained in 
them. A poor family ufually refides in each, to clean 
the rooms and ftables, and to give proper directions to 
travellers. 

The Perfians have a variety of diverfions. A late 
Englifti traveller mentions, that he faw many grey- 
hounds, and feveral hawks, who were trained to fly at, 
and purfue, antelopes, in this manner : The hawks fly 
round the head of the antelope, and retard its velocity, 
till the hound feizes h; otherwife it could not be taken ; 
for the antelope is much fwifter than any hound in the 
umverfe. The method of training hawks to fly at an- 
telopes is thus executed : they fluff the (kins of thofe 
animals, and feed the hawks between their horns ; hence 
they arc accurtomcd to fly towards, and hover round 
the heads of thofe animals. The Tartars train hawks 
in the lame manner to fly at wolves and foxes. 

In many provinces, during the hot weather, the ta- 
rantula drops its venom upon the ikin, which imme- 
diately penetrates, and occafions the mod dreadful 
lymptoms to appear j to remedy which, the patient is 
obliged to drink a great quantity of new milk i and af- 
terwards being put into a tray, fattened by ropes fixed 
to four pieces of wood, and fwung about with great 

vencmence, a naufca enfucs, which carries off the 
unorder. 

fiJH fol | () wing amufement is common in Ifpahan. In 
omc ipacious place a pole is fixed in the ground, on 
"c top ot which they put an apple, a melon, or a 

dZ* * 0ntainin g ruoneyj they then ride up and 

nev An • "l 0 ? 1 at U on fuU K a,lo P * if * n V of *c mo- 
ohlu i ' U bclon g s to the fervants i and the winner is 

,,Rcd to ° m » n 1 * io the company 
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Another amufement is cricket on foot and on horie- 
back; They are fond of baiting wild beafts, encou- 
raging mimics, jugglers, rope-dancers, &c. With 
refpect to hawking, hunting, and horfemanihhp, they 
equal moft nations, and exceed all, at prelent, in 
archery. They throw the javelin with great dexterity* 
and are tolerably expert in the ufe of fire-arms; 

The Perfians are hofpitable arid polite, do all they 
can to oblige, and always accommodate ftrangers in the 
beft manner. They are, however* taxed with dilTimu- 
tation and infincerity, and not without Ibme reafon. 

They are uncommonly fond of tobacco, particularly 
that from America, which they fmoke in great quanti- 
ties. In fmoking they ufe a glafs decanter, called a. 
callaan* filled about three parts with water. The to- 
bacco is rolled up like a ball, and put into a fmall fil- 
ver vefTel like a tea- cup, to which a tube is faftened that 
reaches almoft to the bottom of the water; anothef 
tube being fixed above the water to the neck of the 
veflTel, the fmoak is drawn through the water, by which 
means it becomes cool and pleafanx. 

In Perfia there is a cUflom which, to an European 
traveller, may appear exceedingly difagreeable j that 
is, if he gives an entertainment to any capital pepfbn of. 
the country, he is obliged to provide a great quantity 
of fweetmeats; not fo much to entertain the mailer, as 
to diftribute among the fervants. 

Superftition prevails in Perfia to an extreme : the 
twilling of the features, the hands laid acrofs, the fin- 
gers interchanged, and other particular geftures of the. 
body, they fancy are full of magic power. Meteors,, 
or what are commonly called falling ftars, they fun- 
pofe to be blows of angels upon the heads of devils. 
Cats they venerate, but dogs are held in great difefteem. 
Sneezing is a good omen, but yawning a bad one. 
Nay, a perfon who was fent for by one of the empe- 
rors, fancying his life in danger, allured an Englifh tra- 
veller, that his fate depended upon the repetition of a . 
certain prayer, when he came into the prefence of the 
Shah: " For," faid he, " if I repeat it perfectly, I* 
fli all efcape with my life ; but if I fliould happen to 
omit a fingle fyllable, or even pronounce a word im- 
properly, I fhall certainly be a dead man," 

The Perfians were once celebrated for their poetic 
genius. They are Hill fond of vcrfe, and their wri- 
tings upon love are delicate, and the fentimcnts they in- 
culcate refined. Their poetry has generally a moral 
turn; and their elegies and pallorals ufually infinuate, 
that though their law permits them to marry four wives, 
yet reafon fhould confine them to one: that the enjoy-, 
ment of a beloved woman is a virtue, becaufe natural $ 
but that celibacy is a vice, becaufe it operates againft 
the grand afcVive principle of nature, which is to increafe 
the human fpecics. There the poets have more fenfc 
than the priefts, and the lower clais of people are greater 
philofophers than the legiflators. The Perfians, indeed, 
think poetry the moft fublime feience, and fmoking to- 
bacco the moft rational amufement. If they arc con- 
demned to die, they chear themfelves with a couplet, 
and then meet their fate without the leaft fear : and 
when the fmoking of tobacco hath been prohibited by 
the emperors, many Perfians have left their country, 
and fettled in foreign parts, fooner than be deprived of 
this fomniferous plealure. 

There is fome fancy in the dances of the Perfians, 
but their mufic is intolerable, at leaft to an European 
ear. After the mufic is finiflied at any cnterrainment, 
the principal mufician prefents an orange to the com- 
pany, which is a civil indication of his expecting a 
hand fome gratuity for himfelf and band. At thefe en- 
tertainments the company ufually drink ftrong liquors 
in tea-cups, till they are quite intoxicated, each having 
a plate of fweetmeats before them. 

They do not embarrafs themfelves with the concerns 
of futurity, are fond of enjoying the pi cfont minute, and 
truft entirely to Providence for all that is to enfue. 
Their genius is penetrating, and their fancy lively. 

Their capacity is great for arts, fcicnccs, war, and 

O o mechanical 



A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHENTIC SYST1.M of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY. 



painters, may be owing to rome ngiu icngwus 
that prohibit the artificial imitation of any living 
. '1 hey are perfectly well (killed in varnifhing, 
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mechanical employments, but their profufenefs, luxu- 
ry, and indolence, counteract their natural abilities, 
and the unfortunate policy of their rulers is a great bar 
to every thing vi^ful and liberal, and militates againfl 
every propenfity to improvement 1 heir gold and ftl- 
ver laces are admirable, and preferve their luftre long. 
They underftand pottery tolerably, make good porce- 
lain/ and are famed for their fkill in china nvettmg. 
They are acquainted with the glafs manufactory, but 
not fo well as to be able to make looking -glaffcs. 

The principal manufadures of the country are Iilks, 
fattins, tabbies, tafTaties, biocadcs, gold and filver 
tiflues, ore. which are admired all over the world, the 
workmanfhip being excellent, and the figures lively: 
but the latter, indeed, are ufuaily out of proportion, 
as the Pcrfians know very little of drawing, and nothing 
at all of perfpecTrve; 'the excellency of their colours, 
therefore, admits of their being admirable dyers, though 
they are but bad painters. They ufuaily defign in pro- 
file, as they are wry unfucccfsful in drawing full faces, 
or front figures. They have neither modellers, ftatua- 
ries, or engravers, which, as well as the infufficiency 
of their painters, may be owing to fome rigid religious 
tenets, th *" ' ' ^- ' - • 

creature- , ~ t . , , 

and their turners and joiners are tolerable; but their 

carpenters are very indifferent artifb, which is owing to 
the great fcarcity of timber throughout the whole empire. 

As they have no lockfmiths, the locks to their fire- 
arms are purchafed of the Europeans. The barrels 
they make exceeding ftrong, but the flocks are ill con- 
trived. They ufe neither brafs, iron, or pewter, in 
their kitchens, all their culinary utenfils being copper, 
well tinned ; their braziers and tinmen being very good 
workmen. 

As they cannot make looking-glafles, their cutlers, 
who are excellent mechanics, make Heel mirrors, which 
fupply the deficiency. Their iword and fabre blades 
cannot be excelled. Their knives, razors, fciflars, 
&c. merit commendation. 

As the Perfians value themfelves upon ufing the 
bow, the bow-makers take infinite pains in making that 
weapon as ftrong and as elegant as poflible. The ma- 
terials are wood or horn, bound round with finews, and 
fining with twifted filk. The quivers are made of lea- 
ther, finely embroidered with filk, gold and filver twill, 
&c. The leather is exactly the fame as that which in 
Europe is called Turkey leather. 

The taylors fit their cloaths as well, and few much 
neater than the European taylors. Many of them work 
flowers upon garments, carpets, cufhions, and cur- 
tains, in an admirable manner. The excellency of the 
Perfian garments confifls in their being light, airy, and 
lliort : tneir drefs confequently does not impede their 
natural activity, nor give them that air of indolence and 
effeminacy, of* which the long flowing robe of tlx 

Turks are productive. 

They underfland embroidery on cloth, filk, or lea- 
ther) fo that their faddles are not only lupcrior to any 
in the univerfe, with refpect to the workmanlhip in ge- 
neral, but the embroidery and Hitching in particular. 
The fiirrnps aie fliort, but very beautiful. 

They aie exceedingly fond of all kinds of ornaments 
made of jewels, inch as iirtle coronets, plumes in imi- 
tation oi feathers, and knots iclcinbling flowers for the 
heads. In fome provinces they wear a ring through 
till* nollrils, fer with a vatiety of Hones: ai.d many 
young ladies adorn themfelves with a fplendid necklace 
of diamonds and rubies, which is lufpendi-d by two go LI 
rings that are run through ihe cars. Their aims .in 
decorated with bracelets of jiwelsor peails, 01 \vi»l; lit 
tie manacles let with piccious, llones whcie i\m y flu:?. 
Their necklaces fall into the foofom, and have a little 
pold box, containing mufk or amber, han«in^ u> them. 
AH, who are able, load their lingers with rings. The 
lapUUries poli lb the ftoncs. in a tolerable manner, but 
the jewellen let them very nukwardly ; nut are the guid 
imf filvcrJhiiths better workmen. 



The Perfian';, in general, confider the matter 'w, 
than the manner of every article, and value it f or v 
intrinfic worthy more than for the beauty of r h e w , ? s 
manfhip, which renders their artifts very carelefs abn, 



making 



improvements. They are fond of watches bur 
not one of their mechanics know how to make, or cv*-'' 
to mend a watch. They admire printing, yJt n , V( .) 
attempt to introduce that art into their country, rhou.-r 
they c< nfel"s its utility as often as they ire ition it, ir.'! 
work in a fhop, or have a fhop-board ; but the m>tx 
rality of artificers and tradefmen go to the houils V 
thole who have occafion to employ them, and fie urn,', 
the ground, or do their work in any other polhire which 
is moft fuitable to the bufinefs they are upon. 

Their gold wire-drawers are good aniflsj rind rhc 
tanners excellent, not only at tanning leather, but il la . 
green, which is made of the rump of an nf>. Sale and 
gall ferves them for all the purpofes of tanning, b ar j! 
being nnnecelfary on account of the drynefs of the air 
The brick-makers mix the clay with chopped ftraw 
and then make the bricks in wooden moulds, of 
incites long, fix broad, and two and a half thick. They 
then dry them fingly for three hours, and afterwards to- 
gether for a much longer fpace. Thefe bricks are dried 
in the fun ; but thofe which they dry with fire are much 
larger, and arclikewife made In moulds, the compofi- 
tion being two parts clay, and one of afhes ; and the 
kiln in which they are dried is ufuaily about twenty- 
feven cubits in height. 

Mechanics are refpect ed in Perfia, but merchants arc 
placed on a footing with per Ions of rank. 

From the great fcarcity of timber in Perfia, it is 
not to be wondered that, in their buildings, fcarceanv 
thing is made of wood, except the doors and I fafhes. 

I he houfes in general confift only of a ground lio,r, 
the bottom being earth or cement, though f«me aie 
paved, and the roofs fiat, as they are exceeding ly fond 
of enjoying the ierenity of the evening on the tops cf 
their houfes, which are ufuaily fituated in the inidft of 
pleafant gardens, and excluded from public view by 
hish walls. If the matter has occafion to t ran fact any 
bufinefs, he does not introduce a ft ranger into his 
houfe, but fettles the affair in hand under the piazza in 
the front of it; for no Perfian houfe is without fuch a 
piazza. 

In moft houfes is a hall of entertainment, which is 
always arched or vaulted, and confequently forms a 
d«-me; and, indeed, no country in the world has 1o 
many irately domes, belonging both to public and pri- 
vate buildings, as Perfia. Several doors open into this 
hall, which, in hot weather, arc all fet open, in ord<*r, 
as much as pofiible, to draw the air, arid iiu realo th: 
velocity of its circulation. The ^ .ills are huilr with 
bricks ; the roofs are furroundeif either with a wall nr 
bahiflrades; and the Perfians not only tak< die air nu 
them when the evenings are line, but frequently cir/ 
up maftrafTes, and lie there all night. The kitehen* 
and offices are detached from the habitations, lac 
fiie-place confifls of a hole in the rank, wler<- a (Joi- 
coal fire being kindled, a kind of table, eoveicd w ith a 
carpet, is put ovr it: beneath this the Pei iians h>n tf- 
times put their lei»s to warm them. The fmoak is .'al- 
lied away under ground through pipes, asthcicr.c \uv 
few rhimnies m the whole country. The door, ai ■: 
fmall anil inconvenient, and are hun^on without lunju"-, 
being fail cried cii her by wooden bolts, a kind ot u<<ui<it 
locks, or real locks, which aie puuhafid oi the he 

ropiais. t , 

1 he Peifians p;o early to reft- Their beds v.' m 



confitt only of a couple of cotton quilts, aie plan ^ 
the- day time in niches. At nidit one of ihele ei 'dl'- >> 
folded double, and laid upon the carpet 'tor no \k" • a 
in Pirfia is without a carpet) and the other i* uU'd 1 ,)! 
toverin^. They at e likewile areomiiiodafed uidiahi* 
tie iquarc pillow. They only thiow off their upper 
garment, fo that they are foon drelled and tiii-'rellul. 
'f hey have little hefkles in their apartments, except l"- 
tin or cuihicm to lit upon, and pillows to lean up nn ; 



ASIA.] 

The Turkiih language is the polite or court lan- 
and the Arabic is the learned language, m which 
C*he books on fublime fubjects are written : but the 
r \ fpoken in common throughout the empire. 
r uJlver language they write, they always make life 
! n f j^*JtoZ' They write from the right hand 
he left like the Hebrews } and, lnftead ot quills, 
they life reeds to make pens of. 
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The Perfians make their paper of cotton and filk 
and after it is manufactured, fet a glois upon it 
wkh a tooth ftone or fhell. Their letters of conef- 
nandence are nicely rolled up, for the paper being very 
Thin will not bear folding as the F.uropean paper docs ; 
rhev are then fattened with gum, and fraled wirh a 
voher or fome verfes of the^ koran, which are uln- 
allv "engraved on the Perfian rings: the impivflion is 
made with a thickim ink, compofed of gall:,, gum and 

burnt rice. . . 

As they are unacquainted with the art of prjnnng, 

their books are all manufcripts ; but the writing is be- 
yond defcription beautiful and correct : they write eight 
different hands, but efteem that moll in which the ko- 
ran is written ; and this hand is called the Nciky. 

The Perfians are very fond of aftrology, which they 
term the key of futurity. They place an implicit con- 
fidence in their aftrologers, who are all natives of Cho- 
raflan, and pretend to be defcended from the antient 
Magi. They ufe an aflrolade to find the fituations of 
the ftars, and can name the figns of the zodiac ; hue 
they know little of either the terreftrial or celeftia] 
globe; and undcrftand nothing more of arithmetic 
than the four fundamental rules. 
They obferve pretty juftly the eclipfes of the fun and 
. moon, but dread the thoughts of comets. Their al- 
manacks are an abfurd mixture of autonomy and ju- 
dicial aftrology, fatality and predictions. 

The grand epocha by which they date all events is 
the Hegira, or flight of Mahomet from Mecca, which 
took place in July, A. D. 6 a 2. They reckon twenty- 
four hours to their day, but do not fubdivide it into day 
and night as we do. As they begin their week on Sa- 
turday, Friday is their fabbath, which they call the 
Day of AfTembLy. Their year begins at the vernal 
equinox: their folarand lunar years differ in the fpace 
of twelve days, becaufe they reckon but twelve moons 
to their lunar year* 

There is no country in the eaft where phyllcians arc- 
more efteemed, or that produces a greater variety of 
phyfical drugs, than Perfia. They are at perpetual 
variance with the aftrologers ; for when a phyfician pre- 
fcribes a medicine, the patient will not take it rill an 
aftrologer has confulted the ftars, to fix precifeJy the 
proper time. If the medicine fails of fuccefs, the phy- 
fician blames the anrologer for making a ir.iftukc in 
his calculation i and the aftrologer retorts by accufing 
the phyfician of adminiftering what was hnprojx.*r. 

The Perfians are very ignorant in furgcryj barbers 
being the only furgeons, and few of them undeirtaml 
any thing more than letting blood. As bodies are 
never difleeted in Perfia, they can have but little idea 
of the animal ceconomy. The plague feldom vifits 
Perfia, and the people are generally f ree from the gont, 
ktatica, fmall-pox, confumptions, and apoplexy. The 
diieafes to which they are moll fubject aie fevers, 
dropfies, dyfenterics, choiics, pleurilics, and the veiu> 
feal. The common diftemper near die Caipiun £>ea i.s 
the yellow jaundice. 

The bagnios of Perfia, and particularly thofe of J A 

pahan, are magnificent and eh ^anr. They aie ufuaJJv 

"Hind, though fome few are kpiare* The roofs arc 
coveu-ti wirh pnintctl (iIes; lhcvvaUj . areof a |, r;UJf jf uJ 

kmdof v/lute Clones each is covered with a dome. Jn 
nit enure of the building is a large hall, floored witJi 
marble, and a capacious baton to bathe, round which 
we the apartments to drefs and undrefs in. When the 
Jt are ready in the morning, a lervant goes to the 
wacc on the top of the building, and blows a horn, 

8 lVc Public notice of the fame. The mui luihe in 



the morning, and the women in the afternoon. When 
the men have done bathing, the male attendants all 
withdraw, and are fuccecdcJ by the females, who are 
appointed to attend die women. No people of any very 
great confideration, however, go to the public baths, 
as they generally have baths in their own houfes. 

Befides being well rubbed by the attendants at the 
bagnios > the barbers fhave the men with incredible dii- 
patch and cafe, and there cut the nails of their hand* 
and feet, chafe the flefh, and give them a very rough 
pull of both the arms, in order to ftretch the nerves. 
Bathing is not only enjoined the Perfians by their relU 
gion, but is particularly conducive to their health. 

In Perfia they have neither wheel carriages or pa- 
lanquins. The men convey themf elves and their goods 
by the means of camels, horfes, and afles : and when 
the women travel, they are put into a kind of fquare 
boxes, covered over with cloth, which is fufpended by 
hoops at the top, Thefe boxes are hung like panniers 
on each fide of the camels. 

The Perfians are allowed by law to have four wives, 
and as many concubines as they pleafe, but they feldom 
marry any more than one ; and it is impofTible that they 
fhould ever many for love, becaufe they never fee their 
wives till after the contract is fo firmly made by the pa* 
rents, or friends, that they cannot recede from the 
agreement. The children of concubines and flaves in- 
herit equally with the children of wives : therefore there 
is no fuch thing as baftardy in Perfia. ^ 

The firft preliminary of marriage is the regiftering 
the contract before the civil magiftrates. The bride- 
groom then fends a rich prefent to the bride. On the 
enfuing evening, he proceeds in grand p roc effi on to the 
houfe where the bride refides, mounted upon a fine 
horfe, richly Caparifoned, and attended by a band of 
mufic. By the way the bride meets him attended by 
her friends : Ihe is mounted upon a horfe or camel, and 
veiled fb as not to be feen. The cavalcades having 
joined each other return together to the houfe of the 
bridegroom. The bride being led to the apartments 
defamed for her, the bridegroom foon follows, and, for 
the firft time in his life, is permitted to fee her. But 

not under the necejlity of taking a wife 



the Perfians 

for life, as they are allowed, by law, to mairy for any 
limiiedtime. 

If a man wants to part from his wife through mere 
whim, and choofes to be divorced from her, dioughihe 
hath not committed any fault, he is obliged to pay the 
dowry contracted for at the marriage. Divorces are 
eafily obtained, and both are permitted to marry again. 
Boys are of age at thirteen, and confequently become 
their own mafters, and are legally authorifed to con- 
tract matrimony. Girls are marriageable when nine 
years old. The eldeft children are the guardians of the 
reft; and the eftates of minors cannot be feized for the 
debts of parents. The effects of thofe who die intef- 
tate are diftributed by the civil magiftrate among die 
relations of the deceafed, according to his difcrction. 

We /hall now give fome account of their treatment 
of the dying and the dead, and particularly of their fu- 
neral rites. 



icn a perfon is on the point of expiring, the Per- 
fians kindle fires on the tops of their houfes, which ferve 
as beacons or fi glials to the neighbours and travelling 
ftrangers, to oft'er up their prayers for the patient. The 
mullah, or pricft, being lent for, he exhorts rhe fick 
per Jon to icpentance, who ufually fays, taubc y or, I 
do repent. The breath k no fooner out of the body, 
than the furviving relations ami friends fet up a tcnihlc 
fcieaming, and, like the Jii/h, make ufe of many affec- 
tionate txprtfiions to the deceafed, bewailing his 
fate, and declaring their affliction to be paft remedy. 

After the eorpfe is waftied, it is wrapped in a kind of 
winding flieet, on which, many paiiages of the Koran 
arc damped or written. The coffin is filled with per- 
fumes, lalt, and lime. 

At the interment of perfbns of diftindtion the horfei, 
tuibnn, and anru of the deceafed, precede die corpfe. 

There 
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There are no appointed bearers to carry a coffin to the 
grave in Perfta, as every one, from religious motives, 
makes a point of affifting at funerals. Even the people 
of quality, when they perceive the appearance of a 
burial, will alight from their horfes, and help to 
carry the corpfe to the ground. The face of the dead 
perfon is laid towards Mecca, and an arch is built on 

that fide near the grave. 

The relations of the deceased carry provifrons to the 

grave for feveral days after the burial, and very fen- 
Sufly expoftulate with the defuna on his leaving them. 

They mourn in ragged cloaths, but not in black, 
which is a colour they hate ; but their mournuig lafts 
only forty days. Widows appear inconfoleable, as 
they fcldom marry after they have 'loll a hu/band by 

death. ' , 

The Armenians of Julpha mourn annually at trie 

graves of their deccafed relations and friends. .Early 
in the evening the women proceed to the burial places, 
cloathed in white. They kindle fires with wood and 
coals,, which they carry thither for the purpofe, place 
lighted torches, and burn incenfe on the graves, and pais 
die night in fad lamentations. A multitude of priefts, 
drefled in black, attend, who repeat a let of prayers 
lor ftated gratuities. 



SECTION IIL 

hjlitutions, Civil, Religious, Political, Military, &c. 

THE foundation of the civil power in Perfia feems 
to be involved in ambiguity.. It is faid, that af- 
ter the death of Mahomet the impoftor, two competi- 
tors appeared, and claimed the privilege of fueceeding* 
fiim, not only in fpiritual matters, but in temporalities : 
thefewere Hair, the hufband of his daughter Fatima, 
and Abubekar, his wife's father. That feveral engage- 
ments enfued between the contending parties with va- 
rious fuccefsv That the death of Abubekar feemed to 
promife a ceffation of hoftilities, when Omar, one of 
Mahomet's generals,, ftarted up, and revived the pre- 
tentions of Abubekar y and had great fuccefs. Upon 
his death, one of his kinfmen, named Ofman, fuceeed- 
ed him, but dying In the 34th year of the Hegira, Hali 
became acknowledged by all parties as the lucceflbr of 
Mahomet ; but, upon his death, the officers of the 
army declared the throne to be void, and the crown 
elective, which militated acainft the intereft of HofiVin, 
the fon of HalL It is added, that Hoflein railed an 

army to, oppoie Mchiviah, another of Mahomet's ge- 
nerals, whom the officers had elected : that HofTein 
was defeated and (lain, and el«ven of his ions put to 
death, but the twelfth fon made his efcape, from whom 
many of the fucceeding Perfian monarch* have aflerted 
that they were defcended* 

With reflpedt to religion, the Perfian feet of Maho- 
metans adopt the principles, and follow the doctrines 
of Hali, as the Tmlcifh do the commentaries of Abu- 
bekar, Omar and Ofman, whom the Ottomans deem 
the genuine fucceflbrs of Mahomet. 

Tnefe feels are at perpetual variance with,, and even 
anathematize, each other in their prayers. The Ma- 
hometans term them (elves Mu (Tel men, which lignihes 
faithful r their tenets are, to believe there is but one 
God, and that Mahomet is Ins prophet ; and they are 
flridlly enjoined" to obferve corporal purifications, pray- 
ers five times a day, alms* farcing and pilgrimage : to 
the above articles the Perfians add, that it is abfolutely 
necellai y to believe that Hali is the vicar of God. 

The generality of the Mahometans believe in tranl- 
migi ution, and many, that no puniJhment can be eter- 
nal. Theii paradifc is certainly fenfual, though many 
of their doctors of a ftiperior uaderftanding are aiham- 
cd of that fenfuality, and after t, that it is only allego- 
rical ly lb, ami that the prophet fpoke to die pillions of 
men, in order to awaken their reafon. 

They are obliged to warn their hands as often as they 



or 



offer tip their prayers ; for it is one of their princin i 
maxims that prayers are not acceptable in heaven if 5 
fuppticant's hands are not warned before he begins his 
ejaculations." 

The general purification, or wafiiing of the whole 
body, is performed previous to a pilgrimage, a faft 
fome extraordinary act of devotk>i>. ' 

They are taught that they muft ob&rve the follow- 
ing particulai s : attention and application, fcrvencr 
faith, modefty, reverential love, hope, purity of mind 
and purity of body. 

In the performance of their devotions they have fe- 
deral ceremonies which muft not be omitted. The fuo- 
plicant muft turn his face towards Mecca, divert: hirrT 
fclf of ftioes or flippers, and all ornaments, the fkins 
or furs of unclean animals, &c. lift up his hands, an d 
proftrate himfeif to the earth. He muft likewife never 
offer up a prayer in any place where there are ftatues 
images, pictures, &c. 

Every perfon has a carpet on purpofe : upon this he 
kneels down, and fpreads an alcoran, a bead-roll, a 
comb, a pocket glafs and an earthen dim ; then taking 
the glafs. and comb he combs his whifkers. Their beads 
are thirty-nine in number; the little dim contains holy 
earth, and is the lame kind* of mold of which the beads 
are made : but when they pray they are not permitted" 
to have fabre, fword, piftol, or even money about 
them ; as offenfivc weapons and worldly pelf they ima- 
gine would render their prayers, fruklefs.. 

In the Perlian mofques the prieft rather acts as ma- 
iler of the ceremonies thaw as a paftor, for his bufineli 
is neither to preach or pray, but to keep order. AU 
the prayers which are faid in the mofques are taken 
from the general Mahometan liturgy : but every one 
begins where he thinks proper, and chufes out what 
prayer he pleafes, without regarding the reft of the con- 
gregation j but then the Perfians repeat their prayers 
fo low, that they cannot difturb each other- 
Great as the fuperftition of the Perfians may be in 
many refpeets, they worfhip God only, and pray that 
he would increafe their worldly happinefs, as well as 
immortal felicity, without having recotirfe to any faint 
as mediator : they do not even requeft the intcrccfiion 
either of Mahomet or HalL, though they fo highly n> 
verence them. 

There are two kinds of aims-giving among them, 
viz. legal and voluntary. The legal are tithes, which 
are not given to the uriefts, but applied to charitable 
ufesj the clergy having fufnxicnt revenues applied to 
their fole life. The voluntary charities are uliially 
given to the faquirs, or mendicant friars, to be appro- 
priated to reLievc infolvent debtors, diftrciUd itnwgcrs, 
and to- ercft and eftabliih works of a public nature, 
fuch as caravanferas r bridges, &c. 

The Perfians have feveral fails ; the mofl remark- 
able is that called Ramezan, from die name of the 
month in which it is held. When the moon firft ap- 
pears the cryers every where proclaim it as a (ignal hap- 
pinefs, and a general hymn is fung to welcome its ap- 
pearance. The itreets are illuminated,, horns founded, 
and a general joy diffuljcs itfelf through the whole coun- 
try. The baths being ready,, the people wafh and pu- 
rify themfelves, in order to enter upon their devotion. 
The conclufion of the Ramezan is celebrated in the lame 
manner as the commencement* 

During thus grand faft die people are permitted to r.vr 
every evening, but they mult not taftc any thing till the 
public cryers proclaim the ©ixhtr for them lb to do : th<) 
are then allowed to eat fwectmcats, fruit, ind other 
ligltf foods* laa few hours after they goto flipper, M 
eat tlowly and abrtemioufly, as they deem it viry danjiO 
rous to eat eagerly after failing. 

They obferve three grand fcftivals, vi/. the nj -w 
year, the commemoration of Abraham's facrificing his 
fon, and the martyrdom of HoftcLn. 

Thofe who intend to celebrate the feafl of the ficrt- 
fice ride out early in the morning, and facrifice a flu ep 
or a goat; then returning home, they order many rnouc 
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iwo and goats to be killed, cut up, and diflributed 
^ P JX poor. But the principal facrifice is that of 
?St atwhkh the emperV himfelf is prefent On 

a camcJ) «• r—n.-.u- J M r*+<*A ramc is lead thro 



k rkv adorned with flowers, and preceded by mufic, 
,hirh ceremony is repeated till the twelfth day, when 
h SSSt to 7 the houfes of all the great people, who 
£ire money and provifions to the poor : the.ammal be- 
incrthen led to an adjacent field, the emperor, with Ins 
imperial crown upon 

tend The day of facrifice being arrived, the camel is 
led to a field near the city, and there made to kneel with 
his face towards Mecca : the prieft repeats fome prayers, 
and the governor, or chief magistrate of the city, wounds 
him. The head is then cut off and prefented to the 
king; the four quarters and the trunk are given to the 
five wards of the city of Ifpahan, where they are falted 
by certain families who have that privilege, and pre- 
ferred till the next year, when they are diftributed in 
morfels to the populace. The reafon for ufing a camel 
upon this occafion is the fuppofition of the Perfians, 
who fancy that Abraham did not facrifice a fheep, but 
a camel. 

The next feftival, which, in many refpects, relembles 
afaft, is in commemoration of the death, or martyrdom, 
as they term it, of Hoflein and Ha (Ten. It lairs twelve 
days, when altars are erected at the corners of the 
ftreets, and a variety of trophies lard upon them. At 
night the ftreets are illuminated, pageants "are carried 
about, and the priefts repeat the legends of HoiTein and 
Haffen, who were two celebrated Perfian patriarchs, 
or irnans, that perifhed in the wars with the Saracens, 
in the 6 1 ft year of the Hegira, 

There is a religious feci in Perfia called Guars, or 
Gebers. Their religion was founded by Zoroafter, who 
lived about the year of the world 2860. This great 
philofopher taught the worfhip of the true God, but 
under the form of fire, confidering the brightnefs, pu- 
rity, activity, and incorruptibility of that element, as 
the molt perfect refemblancc of the nature of the 
Deity. 

The Gaurs, in general, wear hats, which, in a great 
meafure, relemble thofe worn in Europe. Their prin- 
cipal garment is a fhort clofe veil ; and they fuffer their 
hair and beards to grow long. They think little or no- 
thing of human learning, and defpife traffic. Agricul- 
ture and gardening they deem the mod honourable, as 
they were the primitive employments of mankind. 
Nevertheless, fome of the Gaurs are tolerable mecha- 
nics, and, in general, are deemed a quiet, inofTenfive 
people, and have been hitherto permitted, by the Per- 
fian government, to have their own magiftrates, and to 
he regulated by their own peculiar laws, as far as they 
do not clafh with the general welfare of the ftate. 

They drink wine, and eat every kind of meat, beef 
excepted; but never intermarry with any other fet of 
people. This, indeed, is of perfonal diiad vantage to 
them ; for they are neither fo fair, fo finely featured, or 
to well made as the Mahometan Perfians, who will nor, 
jtpomble-, either marry or cohabit with any women, 
Hit the beauties of Georgia and Circaflia; great num- 
bers of thefe lovely females being annually bought by 
^ench, and ftolen by the poor Perfians, And it is 
piopcr toobfeivc, that lincc the commencement of the 
umom of procuring wives and concubirws from thofe 
* lt cs > n ™ n >' of the Mahometan Perfians arc much 
« npiovftl both in features and pei Tons, and, at prefent, 

f n n T Y n !T as k'uutifq] ** the Georgians and Ctrcai- 
»m rhemielves. 

1 J i !k;, G ; U,, * S fu . flcr a nian to take onl Y °nc wife, and 
imlT coahabiting with concubines, and divorces, 

veire ? r° m ? n conl *»"« barren for the fpace of nine 

tL a K7 art ' P cnn »tted to take another, 
litticm V tf ; nncn,ans m nu ™rous in Perfia, and their re. 

Z ouW* 8 ^ ;lrcft 10 that of thc Greek church of 
tluir m£ 1 hvy arc toU ™*" i« Perfia, and even 

'vt U,UW1 government. 
No. 14, 



It is worthy of obfervation, that the Armenian chil- 
dren are aM married while they are infants, which is a 
political precaution in % the priefts, to prevent their 
daughters from being fent to the feraglios or harams of 
the grandees ; for the Perfians are very particular in 
never committing adultery, or depriving any man of 
his wife: but though the contract is made in infancy, 
the cohabitation is not permitted till a fuitable age. 
However, after the juvenile marriage, till the young 
couple are permitted by their parents, or other relations, 
to come together, the bridegroom annually makes a 
prefent to the bride at Eafter, of a fine filk garment, 
and other articles, fuitable to her quality and condition. 
When the time appointed for the celebration of the nup-» 
tials arrives, the bridegroom, richly diefled, and 
mounted upon a fine horfe, proceeds to the houfe of the 
bride, attended by his friends and relations. The bride 
then mounts a horfe, and being entirely covered with a 
veil, attends the company to the Armenian church, 
where the marriage is confirmed, and the bifhop gives 
the young couple his bleffing. They then retire to the 
bridegroom's houfe, preceded by torches, mufic, &c, 
A grand entertainment is given, and a few days after 
the bride's portion is paid. , 

On the death of an Armenian, the corpfe is d retted in 
linen, but not put in a coffin. Prayers are read over it 
in the church, where, lamps and candles being lighted, 
it is left all night. The next morning it is carried to 
the gate of the principal clergyman of the place, who 
prays for the rcpofe of the foul of the deceafed, after 
which the corpfe is taken to the grave and interred. 

There is a feci: in Perfia termed St. John's Chriftians, 
and fbmetimes Sabean Chriftians, whofe religion feems 
to be a mixture of Chriftianity, Judaifm, and Maho- 
metanifm. The Jewifh religion is tolerated, and a 
great number of Jews are fpread over the whole empire. 

With refpect to government, Perfia is an abfolutc 
monarchy in the utmoft extent of the word, as the pro- 
perties, and even the lives of the people, are at the ab- 
folute difpofal of the prince. There is no eftabliflied 
council, but the Shah takes the advice of whom he 
pleafes. The crown is hereditary in the male line, fe- 
males being excluded from the government, though the 
fons of a daughter are admitted to reign. The Perfian 
laws will not permit a blind perfon to fit upon the 
throne, which is the reafon why the reigning monarch 
ufually puts out the eyes of all his male relations. It is 
death for any man to look at any of the Shah's wives, 
even by accident. 

The prime minifter is called attamaet doulet, or the 
director of the empire ; and his chief bufinefs is to in- 
gratiate himfelf into his mailer's favour, and ad minifter 
to all his caprices j to keep from his knowledge all 
manner of difagreeable news ; to pcrfuade him that he 
is the moll powerful prince upon earth; and that all his 
affairs are in a profnerous fituation, though at the fame 
time, perhaps, he is on the point of ruin. In the fame 
manner as the prime minifter depends upon the Shah, 
the inferior officers, and governors of provinces, dc^ 
pent! upon him. Thus there is a gradation of defpo- 
tifin throughout the whole empire. 

Next in rank to the prime minifter is the nadir* or 
grand mafter of the houfehok! : then the mebtcr % or 
groom of the chambers, who is always a white eunuch. 
Be fides the above, there arc a mailer of the horfe, a 
grand huntfman or falconer, a chief juftice, from whofe* 
lentence there is no appeal, a lieutenant of the police 
in every city and town, a fecretary of ftate, a financier, 
a royal phyfician, an infpector of the palace, a matter of 
the ceremonies, and many khans or governors of pro- 
vinces. 'The fpiriiual officers are the zeddcr t or grand 
pontiff; fubordinatc, to whom are the Jhcik-cl, felom t 
and cadi 9 who determine all religious difputes, and act 
likewife as ju ft ices and attornies. Next to thefe are the 
ficknamas, or fuperintendants of prayer, and the wou~ 
jabs, or doctors of the law. 

In Perfia there is no hereditary nobility, for the ho- 
nou of thofe in great poiU terminate with their office | 
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and their lives and fortunes are in perpetual danger 
from the weaknefs or cruelty of the prince. 

The arms of Periia are a lion couchant looking at 
the fun as he rifes over his back.. The emperor s title 
of Shah fignifies, « difpofer of kingdoms. The Fer- 
Han monarch does not uibfcribe his name to public : in- 
ftruments, but the deed runs in this ftile, viz. This 
cdift or ad is given by him whom the umverfe obeys. 

The troops of Perfia arc* diftinguiftied into two bo- 
dies, called kortfkics, and goulans; the fe are cavalry, 
and upon a peace eftablimment the former amount to 
about twenty-two, and the latter to about e.ght thou- 
fand men* they are generally well kept, and regularly 

^The kortfkics are the defendants of foreigners, and 
the goulans are made up of Georgian renegadoes and 

(laves of all nations. 

The tangtchies, or infantiy, are compofed of the 
moil hardy pcafants, and amount to about fifty thm;- 
fand men. T he fortified places are in general despi- 
cable ; and they had no great naval powc-r till the time 
of Kouli Khan, who built a royal fleet, in which was a 
man of war of eighty guns. But after the death of 
that ufurper they were laid up in the ports, and, for 
want of attention, fell to decay. 9 

The principal book of the laws as well as religion of 
Perfia is the koran, to which they have recourfe in the 
decifion made by the courts. But there is very little 
occafion to confult that, where any of the great officers 
fit in judgment, as their determinations are entirely ar- 
bitrary. No difputes ever arife between the fpiritual 
and temporal courts, each of them having a diftinct 
branch of buflnefs afTigned them. Marriages, divorces, 
deeds and contracts, the fuccefTions of eftates, and 
other litigious matters come under the cognizance of 
the fpiritual courts j criminal matters, or fuch as are 
plain and obvious, under that of the temporal. As 
the former proceed in an arbitrary and fummary way, 
they generally hVifh the caufe at one hearing, but as 
the others proceed according to written laws, they are 
more tedious and exnenfive. The debtor, on refufal 
of payment, is delivered up to the creditor, who may 
amprifon him in his own houfe, fet him to work, beat 
him, and treat him as he pleafcs, fo he does not kill or 
maim him. He mav alio fell the debtor's cftates and 
goods, and even his 'perfon, wife and children towards 
the payment of the debt i but they feldom proceed to 

iuch extremities. 

The Mahometans I wear by the koran. When a per- 
fon of a different religion is to take an oath, the judge 
fends an officer with him to a pricft of the fame reli- 
gion : a Chriilian fwcars upon the Gofpels, and a Jew 
on the Old Teilamenr. The realbn they do not fwcar 
an unbeliever on the koran is not only beeaufe he does 
not regard it. as a fr acred book, but left he ihould pro- 
phane it. Conte nding paitics plead their own caufes, 
and ficqurnrly with much noife and clamour, lb that 
the judr*e is fome rimes obliged to render them more 
01 drily, by caufing them to be cudgelled. When the 
panics have of Fried' what they have to lay, the judge 
proceeds to give lenience. 

The women like wile plead for themfelves as well as 
the men, but with much mote clamour; but a* they 
aie fet in a part of the court by themfclvci and veiled, 
it gives them greater nifurancc. Their gcn< ral hufi- 
nefb is, to fue for a divorce, and tin y ufu.dly plead the 
impotence of the hulband, and make fuch a crying 
and howling as in a manner to dealt*!! the iudge, who 

nuift not order them to be beaten, .*s lie does the men 

uj)on fuch oecafions. 

As there are no public prifoir;, there are neither (he - 
riO's or jailors, but every magitlratc con fines the cri- 
minal in i fome part of his own houfe till he is brought 
to his trial, which is generally within twenty-four hours 
after he is talun, and lenience is no looner parted than 
it is executed, the judge's Ten ants performing the of- 
fices both of jailors and rxeeutionn.s. 

'i'lic proctcdiii(;s in die aimijul cpurts are nearly 
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the fame as in the civil. The condemnation of a ma- 
lefactor is conducted with very little ceremony, nor i, 
the execution attended with any parade. He is g ene . 
rally led to a field or open place near the re fide nee of 
the judge, and the executioner caufing him to kneel, 
the delinquent pronounces his creed, and then if he \% 
to be beheaded his head is taken off with the ftroke of 
a fabre in a thrufting cut, which, in drawing it back, 
compleats the execution. 

In cafes of rebellion the punifliment is very rigo- 
rous ; thofe who are even taken in arms lofe their cy es 
or their heads. Criminals of ftate are alio fentenced 
to wear, for a determinate time, a heavy wooden col- 
lar about their necks, to which one of their hands is 
fomctimes fattened. Ordinary crimes, where the par- 
ties are men of fubftance, are ufually puniihed with 
fines ; but where they are poor, they baftinado them 
on the foles of the feet, giving them a certain nuiv.htr 
of blows, not lefs than thirty, nor more dun three 

hundred. . 

Pickpockets and pilferers are marked with a hot iron 

in the forehead, and houfebreakers have their right 
hand cut off". The fame punifliment is inflicted on 
thole who counterfeit the coin for the tirft offence, but 
for the fecond their bellies are ripped open. This pu- 
nirtiment is inflicted in the following manner: the cri- 
minal's feet are tied to a camel, with his head hangity 
down to the ground ; his belly is then ripped open, am 
his bowels falling over his face, he is dragged through 
the principal flreets, an officer marching before hini, 
and with a loud voice informing the people of the fu- 
ture of his crime. Afterwards he is hung up by die 
heels upon fome tree, and there left to the prey of 
birds. They have other punifhments for capital crimes, 
as impaling, fetting them up to the chin in the earth, 
precipitating a criminal from an high tower, cutting oft' 
the hands and feet, and leaving the poor wretch in ih.it 
condition till he expires. They fomctimes ufc tortuicj 
to extort confedion, as tearing off the flefh V/iLli red 
hot pincers ; but the ufual way of examining oih-nd- 
ers is, while thev are beating the foles of their feer 
Bakers and victuallers have been fomctimes baked u-kI 
roafted alive, for cheating in their weights and railing 
provifions to an exorbitant price; but this is only in 
times of great fcarcity : the ufual punifliment in taelc 
cafes is a fine, or the baftinado. o 

This may fuffice for the government, laws occ. ot 
the extcniivc empire of perfia. 



SECTION IV. 

Antiquities, Wc. of Pcrfut. 

ABOUT thirty F.ngliOi miles from the city of SuM- 
ras are the remains of the ancient palace ot M- 
fopolis, which was wantonly burnt by Alexander r!Mf 
Great at the infhince of the famed Grecian courtezan 
known by the name of Thais. t 

Thefe ruins aic (ituated in a fine plain, which is ai«ni 
lao miles in length, and only fix or feven in hreiMtn. 
This plain is overflowed with water f< vend rnontlr. m 
the year, which oecafions it to be fo very ferule, jwi ' 
cularly in rice, that it is covered vuth little vill.i|V'* * 
hamlets, to the number of about 8So, including timw 
which are fituared in the adjacent mountains. 

Thefe ruins appear like an amphitheatre, and 
firuated in a kiiu of lemicirele formed by the ' lM,un ' 

This ancient palace of the Pcrfia;i monarchy 
was formerly called the 1 Ionic of Danus, unci vu 
the moderns term Ghil-minar, or the Palace oi i 
Pillars, isfituatedat the foot of a mountain, whu » 
from time immeiuotial, been known by die name 

Royal Mountain. . t i; lf- 

The palace was a fliufture in magnificence 
pafled conception, and compri/ed every tliinj; 

could excite both admiration and ailoniihmcni K ,j. ])C 
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^ k tr> weft 1QQ< tcet, to the mountain ltieir, 
^t^A td Wen fome fcattered 
wh ff bevond which the rocks feem to nuhcate .that 
!wp were formerly fome other buildings, as many Of 
Ihe ftones appear to have been polifhed. , 

Within each of the two grand portals, there is the 
fi^re ofafphinx, upon a pilafter, m baflo relievo 
twh tbefe figures are fourteen feet and a half high, and 
Scnty-two in length, from the fore to the hinder legs, 
hut they are much damaged, and the faces broken. 
That in the firft portal faces the ftair-cafe, and that in 
the fecond the mountain. 

There are fome characters on the upper part of the 
nilafters, which, from their minutenefs and height, 
cannot be diftinguifhed. The height of one portal is 
thirty-nine feet, and of the other twenty-eight. The 
bale of both is five feet two inches. 

Southward from thefe there are two large flights of 
fteps, die one towards the eaft, the other to the weft. 
The upper part of the wall, be fides foliages, and fome 
fmail figures, is ornamented with the representation of 
a lion tearing a bull to pieces. The figures are larger 
than the life, and done in bafib relievo. This ftaircafe 
is half buried under the earth. 

On the fummit of the ftaircafe there is an entrance 
into an open court, paved with large ftones, the breadth 
of which is equal to the diftance from the ftaircafe to 
the firft columns, comprifing the fpace of twenty-two 
feet two inches. There are two rows of thefe columns, 
each confifting of fix pillars, all of which are damaged. 
Befides thefe there are eight bafes, and the ruins otfe- 
veral others. 

Towards the eaft, a variety of ruins prefent them- 
felves to view, confifting of windows, portals, avenues, 
pafiages, &c. The infide of the portals are ornament- 
ed with figures in bafib relievo. Thefe ruins, from eaft 
to weft, are about 450 feet* from north to foudi, about 

525 feet; and 300 from the columns and mountains, 
n the midft the earth is covered with the fragments of 
feventy-fix columns. 

To the fouth there is a portal, and four open win- 
dows, the width of each being five feet nine inches, 
and the height eleven feet. On each fide of the gate 
there b the figure of a man, with a kind of tiara upon 
his head, attended by two women, one of which holds 
tn umbrella over him. Three niches on the infide are 
covered with characters of the ancient Perfian language. 
One of the inferiptions fignifies, " Strength is the gift 
Of God alone." 

To the weft ward there arc two gates, which are not 
Covered. One of thefe is ornamented within, with the 
figures of a man fighting with a bull. The other gate 
is enibcllifhed with the figures of a man and a winged 
fleer, from whofe forehead a horn projects. Behind 
this building are the ruins of another, which, in length, 
exceeds the former by thirty-eight feet. It has niches 
Cut out of finglc ftones and windows, a double flight of 
fteps finely embellilhed with foliages, ai 
appear to the fouth. 

There are fome fubterraneous pafiages (till faitherto 
Ac fouthward, into which the natives will 14)011 no ac- 
count enter, diough they are fuppofed to contain im- 
menfe trcaiurcsj the only reafon for which is an abfurd 
y notion, that no light can poffibly be nude to burn in 

•Tr ■■** OWCVCr » two European travellers entered 
with lights, which were not cxtinguifiied, as the fuper- 
tUtious natives fgppofed diey would be, and, after 

ranging about a confiderable time, diey both agree to 
their refpcclive accounts, that thefe pafiages terminate 

,n a fin *N -kind of aqueduct, which is too narrow to 
enter. 

Near thefe (ubtcrraheous pafiages aco the ruins of 
another edifice, extending, from north to fouth, 160 
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center are the pedeftals of thirty-fix columns in fix 
ranges. Beneath the ground, which is covered with 
fe veral large flones, there are the remains of* Jbme 
aqueducts. 

Another ftructure formerly flood to the weft ward of 
the laft mentioned building. On the ruins of the wall,; 
which is ftill elevated about two feet above the pave- 
ment, are the figures, in bafib relievo, of feverai men 
with lances in their hands. Within the enclofure of the 

1 

wall there are the remains of feverai pedeftals of pillars. 
On the eaft fide of thefe ruins are the remains of an ele- 
gant ftaircafe, of fixty feet in length, the fteps of whjch 
are in general deftroyed. The wall is ftill eight feet in 
height, and the figures which adorn it are near as big 
as the life. On the front are the figures of a lion an4 
a bull fighting ; and on the wings of the ftaircafe are 
the reprefentations of feverai lions, and other figures, 
with explanatory characters. Between this and the lajfc 
mentioned edifice are the ruins of feverai columns, 
and the remains of four portals, with die figure of a 
man, and two women holding an umbrella over his 
head, on the infide of each. 

In another quarter appear two portals with pilafters, 
on one of which are the figures of a man and two wo- 
men, one of the latter holding an umbrella over the 
head of the former. Above the women is^a fmall figure 
with wings, which expand to each fide of the portico. 
Over the other portal is the reprefentation of a man fit- 
ting in a chair with a ftafF in his hand, behind whom, 
ftands another widi his right hand upon the chair : above 
is a imall figure holding a circle in his left hand, ancl 
pointing to fomething in his right. Beneath diis por- 
tal are three ranges of figures, which have all uplifted 
hands : above the third pilafter, which is entire, ar£ 
women holding an umbrella over the head of a man., 

The ground is covered with a variety of antique frag- 
ments. 

It is obfervable, diat the drapery of all the human, 
figures is lingular, and bears no affinity to that of the 
antient Greeks and Romans, but their military habits 
refemble diofe of the Medes and Perfians, now ftanding 
amidft thefe ruins. 

At a place called Noxi Ruftan, there are four tombs 
cut high in the rock. The place receives its name from 
one Ruftan, a fuppofed gigantic prince, whofe ftatue is 
there carved, and whom the natives mo ft ignorantly af» 
fert to have been 40 cubits high, and 1 1 1 J years of age 
when he died. 

Beneath each tomb there is a feparate table filled with 
large figures in bafib relievo. On two of the tables are 
the reprefentations of men fighting on horfeback, but 
the figures are almolt obliterated. Between the tombs 
arc three other tables covered with figures, among 
which is a man on horfeback, preceded by two others, 
and followed by a third which is almoft defaced. 

The tomb of Noxi Ruftan is fuppofed to be that 
made for Darius Hyftafpes, as it exactly corresponds 
with the defcriptions of Herodotus, Diodorug Siculus, 
and Crefius In his Perfian hiftory. 

At Pyrmaraas, near the city of Scamachic, are the 
tombs of two Perfian faints. The firft is the fcpulchro 
of Seid Ibrahim, which is fimounded wirli walls, and 
has two courts lijce a caftle, within which are many 
arched apartments. In die firft is a tomb inclofed within 
an iron gate. 

At a fmall diftance from the above is the fumptuous 
fcnulchre of another Perfian filing called Tiribabba, of 
whom Seid Ibrahim was adifciple. It contains feverai 
niches, chambers, and holes, where the pilgrims take 
up their abode, and perform their devotions. 

The iconic h re of Shah Sefi, near die city of Ardc- 
bil, is v in ted with great pomp by the perfians on 
Whitfiuv Monday. The entrance is through a fpaciou* 
court, paved with broad ftones, and furnifhed on both 
fides with vaulted Hi ops. The gate is large, and crofted 
by a Giver chain, from which another of the fame metal 
Jiangs ucrpendicularly. The next gate has like wife a. 
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©ffcnfive weapons about them, not even a knife. The 
threfholds of this and feveral otBer gates are round, and 
of white marble. The tomb itfelf is three feet in height, 
nine in length, and four in breadth, made of white 
marble, and covered with crimfon velvet. From the 
roof a variety of gold and filvcr lamps hang down; and 
on each fide are two very large candlefticks of many 
gold, containing wax candles. On the left hand is a 
vault, wherein are the tombs of Shah ScfVs confort, 
and fome other emprcfles ofPerfia, and of Shah Ifmael. 
Near this is a fpacious arched gallery finely gilt, which 
is ufed as a library, and contains a great number of 
manufcripts in the Arabic, Perfian, and Turkifh 
tongues; fome written upon parchment, and others 
upon paper; but all fuperbly bound, beautifully paint- 
ed, and elegantly covered with plates of gold and filver. 
InVarious niches, on the fides of the library, are above 
four hundred porcelain veflels, many of them luificicnt- 

ly capacious to hold ten gallons. 



SECTION V. 
Concise Historv or Persia. 

ANCIENT hiftorians in general admit of the an- 
tiquity and prill ix e grandeur of the Perfian em- 
pire, and the vaiiety of revolutions it has undergone. 
The hiftory of Peifia is little to be depended on till 
A. M. 2083, when Abram fought a battle with fome 
Perfian princes, and defeated them with only 3 1 8 of his 
own family. The hiftory of the AfTyrian empire, from 
the time of Nimrod, to the reign of Sardanapalus, is 
vague, uncertain, arid mutilated. 

Sardanapalus, an effeminate, luxurious prince, was 
oppofed by Arbaces, governor of Media, and others. 
Being defeated, and purfued to Nineveh, in a fit of 
defpair, he ordered a vaft pile of wood to be raifed, 
and upon it burnt his rreafures, his eunuchs, his women, 
and himfelf. After the death of the emperor, his do- 
minions devolved to Arbaces, and others who had 
joined him to effect his defpotifm. Arbaces took Me- 
dia and Peifia; Belochus, one of thefe, afTumed the 
government of Babylonia and Chaldea; and the reft 
lnared the ether provinces, which had helped to confti- 
tute the empire. Belochus, who began his reign 
A. M. 3257, was followed by feveral kings of Baby- 
lon, of whom there are authentic records. Ninus, 
who reigned in Nineveh, conquered Syria, and annex- 
ed not only that kingdom, but all Ifrael beyond Jor- 
dan, or Ctalile**, to his own dominions. Salmanazar, 
his fucceflbr, to punilh 1 Tofea, king of Samaria, who 
was dcfiious of fhakin'jofTthe AfTyrian yoke, inarched 
againfl him with a powerful army, plundered and laid 
Wiiile his country, loaded him with chains, and impri- 
fbned him. 

Salmanazar was fucceeded by his fon Sennacherib, an 
impious prince, who, on King Hezckiah's refufing to 
pay the ulual ti Unite, invaded Judea, was guilty of 
flagrant extoruors, as well as violation of oaths and 
piomifes, .aid afterwards undertook the fiege of Jeru- 
salem, wheir, by a Providential interpofition, 185,000 
of his men weie d» ilroyed in one night, and he was 
compelled to reheat with the wretched remains of his 
forces. At length lie b< came" odious to his own rela- 
tions, and was murdered by two of his fons in his prin- 
cipal temple, as he was proft rating himfelf before an 
idol. The parricide. Hed to Armenia, lb that his throne 
was filled by KJail.uddnn t heir younger brother, who 
reigned profpi roully years, annexed Babylon to his 
dominions, lonqucied Syria and Paleftine, and added 
them to the AfTyrian empire. I Ie was fuccccdcd by 
his lbn Saoilhichinus or Nebuchadnezzar the Firft, who 
alcended the thione A. M. 3335. One of his gene- 
ral* railed a rebellion againll him, made himfelf matter 
of Babylon, reigned there 21 years, and then having 
entered into a treaty with Cyaxares, king of Media, 
they, in conjunction, laid liege to Nincvah, took it by 
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ftorm, and entirely deftroyed it. Saracus hcin^ nv. 
in the liege, the fucrefsful general NabopolafTar°tra n < 1 
fared- the feat of the AfTyrian empire to Babvlon, J . j 
was acknowledged as fovereign by all ranks of pe 0 !,^ 
The neighbouring monarens, alarmed at the crow' 
ing power, and envious of the rifing greatreVs of ft t 
bopolaffar, united their forces againft him and his cof 
league Cyaxares, recovered Syria and Paleftine^ and 
advanced ?s far as the Euphrates. 

Nabopolaflar being grown old fent his fort Nebu- 
chadnezzar at the head of a powerful army againft 
them, who defeated the confederate armies, retook tit 
city of Carchemifh, and recovered Syria and Pahirine 
He then penetrated into Judea, laid fiege to J m ^ 
falem, and took it in the year of the world ^308. 

He pur Jehoiakim, king of Judea, into iions, 
figning to carry hire to Babylon in order to grace hj, 
triumph. But being at length moved to companion b v 
the feverity of that king's affliction, he relented, and 
reftored him again to his throne : he, however, carried 
a great number of Jews with him into captivity, par- 
ciculariy feveral of the royal family, plundered the 
king's treafuiy, and even the. temple, from whence hp 
removed the mod valuable veffels. From this sera we 
are to date the Jewifh captivity at Babylon, which hap- 
pened in the fourth year of Jehoiakim king of Judea; 
among the reft Daniel the prophet, being then only 
eighteen years of age, was carried into captivity, ai 
was Ezekiel a fhort time after. 

Nabopolaffar dying A. M. 3 ~ 99, his fon Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who, for fome time, had fharcd the govern- 
ment with him, now afcended the throne of Babylon, 
and by the name and title of Nebuchadnezzar the 
Second. 

His dominions included Chaldea, Affyrin, part of 
Arabia, Paielline and Syria, over which he reigned 
43 years. 

In the fourth year of his reign he had a dream, 
which greatly oppreflcd his fpirits, though he could 
not recollect tlie particulars. 

In confequence of this the foothfayers, diviners and 
magicians of the empire were called together. When 
they were aflembled Nebuchadnezzar demanded of them 
the particular circumftances of the dream. They re- 
plied, that it exceeded their (kill to tell what any per- 
ion had dreamed, their art extending only to the inter 
pretation of thofe dreams which were told their. This 
fo greatly enraged the king, that he ordered all the 
magicians and wife men to be put to death. In this 
bloody order Daniel and three of his companions were 
included, they being deemed to pollers all the learning 
and (kill of the Egyptians and Arabians. Daniel, how- 
ever, defned to have an audience of the king, when, 
being admitted into his pre fence, he, to the king's rrrea: 
aftonifhment, told him the fub'lance of his dream, 'lin- 
king being now convinced that the God of Ifrael was 
tlie true God, advanced Daniel to the highclt offices of 
the flate, and his friends were likewife promoted to 
great tnifl and I ion ours. 

About this time the king of Judea revolted, but was 
killed in a battle v/iih the' troops of Babylon, under 
the command of one of Nebuchadnezzar's genenik 
Jechoniah his fon was fluit up and rlofely believed in 
Jerufalem by the AfTyrian army till the arrival of Nr- 
buchadne/zai , who loon made himfelf mailer of, ano 
plundered the city, lending away eveiy valuable aiticlc 
to Babylon. 

Nebuchadnezzar pi iced his own uncle Zedrkiah on 
the throne, and canicd Jechoniah, Ins wives, ollicrrs, 
and even his mother, into captivity, ckcIuIivc of a vale 
multitude of the common people. . 

Zedckiah, however, foon revolted, and Nebuchad- 
nezzar again laid fiegc to Jernfalem, which after having 
been inverted more than twelve months, was taken ny 
ftorm. Zedckiah was carried to Babylon into raj*' • 
vity t after having had Ids eyes put out ; but hi* f w,) 
fons, his nobles, and all his principal officers oi 
were put to the fword, 
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t_ i wis now To elated with pride,, 

^'21 £e of £S to be made of fixty feet ,n 
^.^f The idol beifg completed, he convened to- 
' II Ml nrirtc'iDiil people of die empire, in order 

- ,edi^ a^lpublifheda 
t0 dcdicw oiiJ j be £hrown into a fi e ry furnace, 

EVufed to ackpowlcage it as a deity, and to pay it 
J T V;™ Three Hebrew youths, however, named 
lna r S>ifacl, and Az^rius, or, as they are termed 
£ fcr mure, Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednegq, ab- 
solutely refufed to compjy with the royal mandate. 
Sine therefore, in confequence of the king s order, 
thrown into the fiery furnace they were miracujoufly 
nrefcrved from the flames by the intervention of Provi- 
dence This fo affected the king, that he pubhfhed 
mother ordinance, enjoining, upon pain of deathi that 
nothing fhould be faid againft the God of the He- 

^Nebuchadnezzar then laid fiege to Tyre, but was 
thirteen years before he took it. The principal Tyri- 
ans, however, escaped in their veffcls to a neighbour- 
ing' ifland, where they erected another city, which foon 
furpafled the former in magnificence and wealth. A c 
r^rrheconaueft of Tyre he fubdued Egypt, and 
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ing attained the pinnacle of glory, he determined to 
complete t he buildings and embellifhments of Babylon. 

Nebuchadnezzar now fell a facrifice to his own pride, 
and, by pretending to be equal to God, became infe- 
rior to man i for the Almighty deprived him of his 
fenfes. He was excluded from the fociety of men, 
grazed in the fields like the oxen, had nails like the 
claws of birds, and hairs like the feathers of eagles. In 
feven years time, however, his fenfes were reftored to 
him j he re-afTumed the government, and being fenfible 
of the enormity of human vanity, and of the immenfe 
power of the Almighty, he publifhed an edict againft 
idolatry, and died the enfuing year. 

He was fucceeded by his Ion Evil Merodoch, who 
immediately releafed Jechoniah from the priibn where 
he had been confined thirty-feven years, He was* 
however, of fo vicious a nature, that his own relations 
confpired to put hvmto death, when his filter's huft>and, 
Nezigleflar, who was one of the confpirators, mounted 
the dirone. 

In the year of the world 3444 he entered into an 
alliance with the Indians againft the Medes, wrjen 
Cyaxares, king of Media, called in the . affiance of the 
Perfians, but before the war began, the king of Baby- 
lon died, and his fun Lcborofoai chod, one of tl e molt 
infamous monarchs that ever exiltcd, icigned but nine 
months, being put to death by his own lubjects, on 
account of his exceflive wickednefs. 

He was fucceeded by a fon of Evil Merodoch, named 
Labynit, or, as the l'cripturc terms him, BclJhazzar, 
A. M. 3449. f 

In his reign Babylon was taken by Cyaxares, king 
of Media, and Cyrus, king of Pcrfia, and an end put 
to the Babylonifh empire, after a duration of 210 years. 
Some fucceeding Perfian kings not only deftioyed great 
part of Bab) Ion, but chofe their refidence at Perfenolis, 
Shufhan, Ecbatana, &c. in order that it might fall to 
decay as foon as pofliblc, by ccafing to be a royal feat. 
Cyrus and Cyaxares reigned jointly over the domi- 




of t|jc PKRSI AN EMPIRE, of which he was deemed 
the firft founder. Cyrus divided the whole of his do- 



minions into one hundred and twenty provinces, each 
ot which had its governor, who was obliged to give an 
account of his admin iftration to three great officers of 
Jtattr, of which Daniel the prophet was. principal. The 
eventieth year of tlie Babylonifh captivity expired in 
the firft year of Cyrus, when lie publifhed an ordinance, 
^y the pc fuafion of Daniel, permitting the Jews to re- 

vnr.i V? rur ? lcm » reftori »K> the fame time, the 
vuicls Nebuchadnezzar had plundered Horn the temple. 

No. 14. 



Peace being foimaHy eftablHhed throughout the em- 
pire, Cyrus made it his practice - to lefide yearly feven 
months at Babylon, three at Sofa* and two at Tauris. 
After a reign of infinite gloryj he died in the feventieth 
year of his age; the fevehth after his reigning fole mo- 
narch of the Perfian empire, the ninth after the caption 1 
of Babylon, and the thirtieth after his being appointed 
to the command of the Perfian forces. His eldeft fori 
Cambyfes fucceeded him on the throne, though he left 
feveral provinces to his younger fon Tanaoxnres. 

Cambyfes, in . A. M. 3479, invaded Egypt, and 
made himfelf matter of Pdufiam, or Damietta, as it is 
at prefent called, by a fingular ftratagem ; for he drove 
a great number of thole animals which the Egyptians 
adored before the van of his army : thefe were oxen; 
cats, &c. The Egyptians perceiving fuch a number of 
thofe animals whom they venerated; would not ihoot a 
fingle arrow, left they fhould wound a god. 

Amafis died during the war, and his fon Pfamaticus 
ventured a general battle with the Perfians, but was de- 
feated, and made prifoner." Cambyfes, however^ 
treated him with humanity, and reftored him to his 
throne; but Pfamaticus afterwards revoked, which fo 
enraged the Perfian monarch, that he put him to deathi 
A. M. 3480 Cambyfes invaded Ethiopia, in which 
expedition he loft a great part of his army by a variety 
of accidents, and at length was compelled to retire; He 
was fo chagrined at his difappointment, that on his re- 
turn through Egypt, he deftroyed the city of Thebes 
out of mere vexation. To add to his affliction, he re- 
ceived intelligence, that an army which he had lent to 
invade Lybia was defti oyed by a hurricane of fands in 
the deferts, which Was fo terrible, that it had over-*- 
whelmed and fuffbeated all his troops. This newsren* 
dered him almoft frantic ; when arriving at Memphis, 
during the paroxyfm of his rage, he found the people 
celebrating a certain feftival. This appearance of mirth 
redoubled his fury, for he fancied that they were re- 
joicing at his ill fuccenes: giving way, therefore, to 
the dictates of his anger, he wounded the facred ox with 
his fword, and ordered all the priefts to be inftantly put 
to death. In fact, his misfortunes had fo far impaired 
his underftanding, and loured his temper, that hcexer- 
cifed^the utrhott cruelties .even upon his neareft relations 
and beft friend*. 

In paffing through Syria towards Babylon, he re- 
ceived advice that his brother Smerdis had ufurped his 
throne. Cambyfes, however, well knew that Smerdis 
was actually dead, and that this mutt be fome import or, 
who pretended to be his deceafed brother in order to 
impofe upon the people. He therefore determined to 
hailen his march towards Babylon, to undeceive his 
deluded fubjectsj but, in mounting his horie, he, by 
accident, wounded himfelf with his own fword in the 
thigh, of which wound he fpeedily died, A. M. 3482. 

The ufurper •Smerdis, who greatly refembled the 
real Smerdis in perfon, features, and age, was the fon 
of the governor of Babylon, who was one of the magi. 
The people were eafily impofed upon, and recognized 
him as their king upon the death of Cambyfes. 

As foon as he was feated upon the throne, he fequef- 
tered himfelf as much as poffible from the people, and 
particularly concealed himfelf from the nooks. This 
myfterious conduct occufioned the principal people to 
furmifc that he really was not the prince he pretended 
to be. 

A Perfian nobleman, whofe daughter was one of the 
ufurper's concubine*, gave her orders to obferve if 
Smerdis had any ears. She affined him he had not : 
for Cyrus had ordered his ears to be cut off, for fome of- 
fence he had eommited againft him during his reign. 
This difcovery being made known, a number of the 
nobility entered the palace* and having put him to death, 
cut oft* his head, and expo fed ij to the people, who 
were fo cxafperated at the magi for aflifting in the imp0- 
fition, that they murdered the gieateft part of them, 
and inftitutcd a feftival in commemoration of the 
event, 
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Damn Hyftafpes, who was the per fon that gave the 
ufurper his mortal wound, was unanimoufly chofcn em- 
peror A. M. 348 3- Hc immediately married Atoffh, 
the widow of Cambyfes, andAriftona, another daugh- 
ter of Cyrus. Hc had many other wives, who brought 

him a numerous iflue. % , Af r r . 

It was this monarch who was the Ahafuerus of the 
facred writings, and, at the requeft of queen Either, 
caufed the celebrated edict againft: Hainan, in favour 
of the Jews, to be publiflied. 

Darius removed the regal feat to Sufa, when fome 
interefted perfons taking the advantage of his abfence 
from Babylon, perfuaded the people to revolt. Darius 
accordingly marched againft Babylon, and befieged it 
for eighteen months, without being able to take it ; 
when one of his generals, named Zopyrus, pretended 
to defert to the enemy, arid, by means of an artful tale, 
contrived to infinuate himfelf fo far into the good graces 
of the Babylonians, that they were weak enough to en- 
truft him with the command of their forces. This 
power he foon ufed in favour of Darius, to whom he 
betrayed the city. The Perfian monarch ordered the 
walls to be Qemolifhed, and put to death a great num- 
ber of citizens who had been mod active in the revolt. 

He afterwards made two unfuccefsful expeditions; 
the one into Scythia, and the other into India: and in 
the year of the world 35 14, he invaded Greece; but 
Miltiades, the Athenian general, gained a complete 
victory over the Perfian army at the pafs of Marathon ; 
though the Perfian emperor had ten times the number 
of men under his command. 

Darius then made preparations to invade Egypt, 
which had revoked, but dying before his army was 
completed, his fon Xerxes fucceeded him in the year 
of the world 3519. Xerxes determined to purfue his 
late father's meafures vigoroufly. He accordingly 
marched into Egypt, and fubdued that kingdom. 

Three years afterwards he invaded Greece with a 
confiderable army, confiding of near 3,000,00a men. 
The Carthaginians at the fame time had engaged to in- 
vade the Grecian territories in Sicily and Italy by fea. 
Xerxes laid abridge of boats over the Hellefpont, that 
his vaft army might pafs with the greater facility, but a 
ftorm deftroyed the bridge. He then caufed a ftronger 
bridge to be made, and the army fecretly pafTed over it. 
However, he was unfuccefsful in his expedition ; no 
part of Greece, except Thrace, fubmittine to his arms: 
and Leonidas, a Spartan prince, difputed his paflage 
fo bravely at the pafs of Thermopylae, between Sicily 
and Phocis, that 20,000 Perfians were flain in various 
afTaults, though Leonidas had only 400Q men under his 
command. 

At length a treacherous native fhewed the Perfians a 
way up the mountain which commanded the Strait. 
Leonidas, perceiving this, judged it would be impofli- 
blc to defend the pafs, and therefore determined to die 
upon the fpot. He accordingly difmifled all his troops, 
except 300, who chofe to £hare his fate. Before the 
attack began, he invited them to dine with him, telling 
them at the lame time, that they mull fup with Pluto. 
The attack was then begun. Leonidas, and his Spar- 
tans, fold their lives at a dear rate, all being killed ex- 
cept one, who cleaned and carried the news to Sparta, 
where hc was punimed for cowardice, in not (laying 
and dying with his companions. This action, howe ver 
it may have been admired, appears to have bordered 
more upon rathnefs than real courage, and to have bee* 
founded rather upon abfurdity than true heroifm. 

On the fame day that the above action happened, the 
Grecian fleet, confiding of 400 fail, defeated the tlcct 
of the Perfians, which c unfilled of full 1600 fail. 

Xerxes, however, proceeded to Athens, when the 
Athenian* lent their wives and children to Prloponne- 

lus, abandoned their city, and retired to their (hipping. 
Xerxes entered Athens, which he firfi plundered, and 
then burnt. The Grecians, however, obtained ano- 
ther fignal victory over his fleet at Sal.ituis 1 and a re- 
port at the fame time prevailing, that they intended to 



exit off his retreat, by deftroying the bridge over th<* 
Hellefpont, he therefore hafted back, and found tha 
bridge deftroyed, not by his enemies, but by a ftorm 
He, however, contrived to pafs with part of his army 
leaving 300,000 men behincf to continue the war, who 
were defeated the enfiring campaign by Ariftides and 
Paufanias, and their general Mardonius was flain, I n 
thefe various expeditions Xerxes had above two thirds 
of his vaft army deftroyed, arid was fo chagrined by hj s 
repeated difappointments, that he burnt all the Grecian 
temples in Alia, the temple of JDiana at Ephefus ex- 
cepted. 

Soon after Mithridates, an eunuch, and Artabanns, 
a captain of the Perfian guards, formed a confpiracy, 
and murdered this unhappy monarch, who was fucceed- 
ed (A. M. 3532) by his third fon Artaxerxes, the two 
elder having been deftroyed by the above-mentioned 
regicides, whom Artaxerxes put to death foon after his 
afcending the throne. 

This monarch fubdued Egypt, which had revolted, 
and aflifted the Jews in rebuilding the walls of Jcrufa- 
lem. The Grecians, however, continued the war, and 
carried it into Afia with fuccefs, when Artaxerxes 
thought proper to conclude a peace with them ; and 
thus terminated a war which had raged for die fpace of 
fifty years. 

Artaxerxes died in the forty-ninth year of his reign* 
His fons, who were numerous, difputed each their title 
to the throne. At length Ochus, or Darius, prevailed; 
but dying foon, he was fucceeded by his fon Arfaces, 
A. M. 3600, who ruled the whole empire, except 
LefTtr Afia, which was bequeathed to a younger bro- 
ther. 

Arfaces was born before his father was king, but his 
brother Cyrus after : the younger prince, therefore, 
imagined that he had the greater right to the whole em- 
pire. To fupport this claim, he raifed a numerous 
army of Perfians rn his government of LelTer Alia, and 
having procured the afliftance of a body of auxiliary 
Grecians, he began his march to difpoflefs his brother 
of his crown. Arfaces met him with an army of 
1,000,000 of Perfians, ar the diftance of about feventy 
miles from Babylon, when the army of Cyrus was de- 
feated, and himfelf flain. The Grecian auxiliaries, 
however, made an admirable retreat, under the con- 
du& of their able and learned general Xenophon, whofc 
narrative of that celebrated transaction is one of the 
fineft pieces of ancient hiftory that the moderns are ac- 
quainted with. 

Arfaces was fucceeded by his fon Ochus, A. flu 
3642. This prince fubdued the Egyptians and Phoe- 
nicians, who had revolted, deftroyed all the fortified 
places and temples, and carried many of the peo- 
ple into captivity. Among the reft was an Egyptian 
eunuch, called Bagoas, of whom Ochus foon grew ex- 
ceedingly fond, and heaped innumerable favours on 
him. 'I'his, however, did not prevent Bagoas from 
confpiring againft: him, and poifoning him in the 23d 
year of his reign. Not content with this treachery, he, 
in a verylhort time, poifoncd his fon Ochus, whoiuc- 
ceeded him, and contrived to place another Ochus upon 
the throne, who, it is imagined, was nor in the lean; 
related to the royal family. It was not long, however, 
before he was difplcafed with this monarch alio, and, 
as ulual, had prepared a cup of poifbn for him ; but 
the king difcovcrcd his intentions, and obliged hun to 
drink the poifon himfelf. Thus was his repeated treache- 
ry punilhcd, and the law of retaliation properly c*er- 
< ifed. 

Ochus then a flurried the name of Darius Codomaiws, 
and (A. M. 3^)68) was invaded by the Grecians under 
the conduct of Philip, king of Maccdon, who was cho- 
fen generaiiflimo of the confederate armies ot Greece i 
but being murdered, his fon Alexander, afterwards 
known by the name of Alexander rhe Great, fucccedn 
him. This prince, though only twenty yean oi age. 
paired the Hellefpont, at the head of 30,000 foot W 

cooohorfe, and defeated Darius on the banks of tnc 
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Gramcus, though his army confifted of !00,ooo 



Per- 



r a nd ioooo auxiliary Greeks, when Sardis and 
fi * nS ^rher cities fubmitted to the conqueror. 
m V Y u£ ^ enfuing winter Alexander vifited the 
nlc o? Gordian, where he cut. with his iword the 
Crated Gordian knot, which fo many had in vain 
moted to untie, on account of the tradition, that 
hoever could untie it fhould conquer Afia; As foon 
Tthe ftn(on permitted, Alexander marched to the 
rtre^hts of IiTus in Cilicia, when Darius very impru- 
dently attacked him at a time the fituation of his army 
was admirable. The Perfians were again defeated and 
Darius's mother, wife, feveral of his children, and 300 
of his concubines, were taken prifoners. All the cities 
of Paleftfhe and Phoenicia now fubmitted to the con- 
queror, except Tyre, which fuftained a long fiege i 
but being at length taken by ftorm, all the inhabitants 
were put to the [word, except 200O, who were left for 
crucifixion ; which cruel fentence they afterwards fuf- 
fered upon crofles erected for the purpofe along the fea 
coaft, for no other reafon than having bravely defended 
thei/lives and properties, and performed the parts of 
worthy citizens and heroic foldiers. This deteftable 
affair will be a lading ftigma upon the character of A- 
lexander, and blaft his laurels with infamy : Syria and 
Egypt fubmitted to the conqueror. 

Alexander now vifited the temple of Jupiter Ammon, 
whofe fon he pretended to be. After having built the 
tity of Alexandria, he penetrated into Palefcine, pafled 
the Euphrates and Tigris, and in the plains of Arbela 
again gave the Perfians a total defeat ; the confequence 
of which was, Babylon, Sufa, and Perfopolis opened 
their gates to the conqueror : the latter of thefe, which 
was then the fined city in the univerfe, he reduced to 

aflies. 

Alexander then continued to purfue Darius ; but that 
unhappy prince was murdered by one of his own gene- 
rals named Befius, whom Alexander afterwards put to 
death for his treachery. Thus ended the Perfian mo- 
narchy after a continuance of 209 years. 

Alexander then carried his arms into India, fubdued 
Porus, a powerful monarch of that country, and, in- 
deed, conquered the greateft part of the then known 
world. He afterwards married Statira, the eldeft 
daughter of the unfortunate Darius j and at the fame 
time obliged the officers to intermarry with Perfian la- 
dies. Returning to Babylon, plated by vanity, and 
intoxicated by fuccefs, he gave Fhmfclf up to all man- 
ner of debaucheries, and at length fell a martyr to ex- 
cels, A.M. 3681. 

As Alexander had not named a fucccftbr, his gene- 
rals fharcd his dominions among them. To Ptolemy 
fell Egypt ; Seleucus, the fon of Antiochus, porTciled 

Babylonia and Syria; and Cafifander had the fovcreignty 
of Greece. 

In the year of Chrift 630 the Saracens, who fuc- 
ceeded Mahomet, made a conqueft of Perfia. The 
Turks conquered it in the year 1000 ; and Tamerlane 
Che Great, Cham of Tartary, fubdued Perfia and the 
greateft part of Turkey in Afia, in the year 1 400 : 
■tter the race of the Tartar monarclis Sophy or Sert 
obtained the regal dominion to Perfia, fume of whofe 
defendants were for a long time contending for the 
empire. He was fuccceded by his fon Shah Thomas 
an inhuman prince, who was depofed by his fubjrfts. 
His brother Codabundi reigned after him. This mo- 
narch was fucceeo'cd by Shah Abbas, a powerful prince, 
*no greatly enlarged the Perfian monarchy by his con- 
quers. Having reigned glorioufly for the fpace of 40 
yws, he was fuccceded by his grandfon Shah Sclt, 
who was a tyrant and a drunkard. Me deftroyed his 
<l"cen in a fit of inebriation, and at length fell a mar- 
tyr to repeated evr^flT^ 



After this prince Shah Abbas the Second, his fon, 
SPu V. X cars ' and > I** his father, defboyed him- 
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He was fucceeded by his fon Shah 

countiy was greatly 
died July 20, 1694. 



Sultan Hoflein, his fbnj ttas his ibccelfbr, ♦ a weak, 
indolent prince, who, by his vices and fupinenefs, gave 
great offence not only to his own fubjects; but to the 
neighbouring Tartar chiefs j one of whom, named Me- 
reweis, furprifed Candahof, penetrated a confiderabla 
way into Perfia> determined to march to Ifpahan, and 
even afpired to the throne^ df Perfia itfelf; He died, 
however, before he could carry his defigned plans into 
execution: 

Mahamoodj the fon of Hoflein, fucceeded his fa- 
ther, arid purfued his meafures; He made alliances 
with the Grand Signior and Great Mogul, and pre- 
vailed on the bafla of Bagdad to invade the Perfian 
frontiers* and the Ruffians to attack the provinces to- 
wards the Cafpian Sea. 

The Perfian minifters were now in the utmoft con- 
firmation : Mahamood was, by hafty marches, ap - 
proaching towards the capital, where the pufillanimous, 
monarch offered to refign his crown in favour of his 
eldeft fon j but the fon having been educated in effe- 
minacy, and never out of the feraglio in his life, wa$ 
more frightened than his father, and declined either 
accepting the crown or commanding the army. PrinCe 
Thomas, however, a younger brother, having more 
fpirit than the reft of the family, determined to put 
himfelf at the head of the forces, and to oppofe the 
rebels j but when he came to take a review of the Per- 
fian troops, he found them fo effeminate, undifciplined, 
and difpirited, that he was fenfible he could not repof? 
any truft in them. He therefore withdrew himfelf from 
the army, and retired towards the t Cafpian Sea* 

Mahamood fhortly after entered Ifpahan without op* 
pofition, and imprifoned the king and all the royal fa- 
mily, moft of whom he afterwards deftroyed. He be- 
headed the prime minifter with moft of his adherents, 
and feized upon the eftates and properties of all who 
were obnoxious to him $ the whale conqueft being ef- 
fected with only 5000 horfe. 

In the mean time Shah Thomas, the young fukan, 
aflembled a body of troops, and being daily joined by 
a great number of royalifts, he determined firft of all 
to repel the Turks, who were ravaging the frontiers; 
when intelligence was brought him, that the ufurper 
Mahamood was afTaflinated by one of his officers named 
EfrifF, who had fucceeded him. Upon this information 
the prince gave an invitation to Kouli Khan, who had 
been ftrongly recommended to him to join his forces. 

Kouli Khan, at the head of fome'Ufbec Tartars, 
accordingly joined the army of Shah Thomas, and 
marching immediately againft EfrifF, he defeated his 
troops, took him prifoner, and put him to a very cruel 
death. He then turned his arms againft the Turks, 
and wrefted from them all the places they had taken 
from the Perfians during the late troubles and after- 
wards compelled the Ruffians to evacuate thofe pro- 
vinces, towards the Cafpian Sea, of which they had 
poflefled them fe Ives. Elated with repeated fuccefs, he 
afpired at the Imperial dignity, and, ftimulated by his 
ambition, he not only depofed, but murdered the un- 
fortunate Shah Thomas : for that monarch was never 
heard of after having been deprived of his throne. 

As Kouli Khan's actions have been the fubject of 
general conversation, and the confequenccs of which 
they were productive are the moft recent particulars on 
which we can witli certainty depend, relative to the af- 
fairs of Perfia, we fhall be rather circumftantial in what 
concerns that ufurper. 

Among the mountains in the neighbourhood of Me- 
flied there is a petty principality called Chalar, which 
i« ruled by a chief who is always a native; this chief 
acknowledges the emperor of Perfia as his fovcreign j- 
that monarch, however, has not the lead real power 
over the above-mentioned little tlatje*, but the court of 
Perfia winks at the nojninal fubjection and real indc- 
pendance of the Chalatitcs, in order to prefer ve their 
friendihip, otherwise they would prove very trouble- 
lbmc neighbours; for, livure in their mountainous re- 
treat, they could, at plcafurr, uruke cxcui Hons into the 

adjacent 
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adjacent provinces, and plunder the Perfians With im- 

Hffiii Khan, or Nadir Shah, was bom at Chalal .in 
the year 1687, and was heir to that link pr ncipahty. 
His father died when he was only nine years old, and 
an uncle of Nadir was inverted with the government 
till he mould become of age. The uncle acted with 
fuch prudence and moderation, that he became very 
popular, and the people unanimoufly confirmed tt> him 
The government during his life: for young Nadir gave 
fuch early proofs of a haughty, tuibulcnt and tyran- 
nical fpirit, that the Chalatkes in general prefaged die 
moft fatal confequences when he fhould be inverted with 

uncontroulcd power. 

As this treatment was very difgurhng to young Na- 
dir, he left the place of his nativity, repaired to Cho- 
raflan, and entered into the Perfian army in 1712 as a 

private foldicr. . c 

His ftrcngth, courage, and military capacity, ot 
which he gave frequent proofs, occafioned him to be 
promoted to the rank of colonel in 17 19. 

Th Ufbec Tartars having invaded Choraflan, the 
governor of that province thought proper to appoint 
Nadir to the command of the Perfian troops, though, 
by fo doing, he dii gulled many fenior officers. 

Nadir's" conduct tended to heighten the great opinion 
which die governor of Choraflan had entertained of his 
military talents. He acted with great courage, and 
profound policy, and not only defeated the Ufbecs, but 
took many thoufands of them prifoners, with all their 
tents, baggage, cattle, and the plunder which they had 
taken from the inhabitants of Choraflan. 

The governor greatly careffed Nadir, loaded him 
with favours, and promifed to recommend him fo 
itrongly to Shah Thomas, as to engage that prince to 
make him a general. A vacancy, however, falling 
foon after, a young nobleman, related to the governor, 
was promoted. This fo exafperated Kouli Khan, that 
he upbraided the governor in the moft iniblent terms, 
and grew fo exceedingly fcurrilous, that the governor 
was under the neceiTity of ordering him to be baftina- 

doed. 

Kouli Khan now meditated nothing but mifchicf - f 
and, as foon as he recovered from the effects of the 
chaftifement, he fled to the mountains. Having put 
himfelf at the head of a band of robbers, he continually 
ravaged the country, and plundered the caravans. 

His uncle hearing of his conduct, wrote a letter to 
him, ftrcnuoufly exhorting him to refrain from fuch a 
way of life, and that he would undertake to procure a 
pardon from Shah Thomas, for all he had hitherto com- 
mitted. Nadir afiented to his uncle's propofals, and a 
pardon was procured. Nadir, under a pretence of re- 
turning his grateful thanks to his uncle, repaired to 
Chalat, with a few of his followers, where he was cor- 
dially received by that gentleman. He had previoufly, 
however, ordered lbme hundreds of his men to ad- 
vance privately towards the place, and to be ready to' 
attend at a certain fignal, when they were to rulh in at 
the oniy gate b< longing to the fortrels. t.arly the enfu- 
ing morning Na lir murdeied his uncle, while his fol- 
lowers within feized the gate with little or no refinance, 
and foon admitted their companions. Thus did Nadir, 
with very little trouble, become puffed'ed of a place 
hitherto deemed impregnable, and which had fitMpient- 
ly withilood the whole power of IVrfia ; loi within the 
perpendicular and inacceftible rocks which iiu round it, 
there is land 111 fhcient to feed their cattle, and produce 
all kinds of pi ovi Hons for the maintenance of 1 ; ,000 
men. Thus tlaey are in no fear of famine, and the 
y.,f. place brinp accelliblc at only one I'm all avenue, which 
is tlrongly fortified by art as well as nature, ihry an- 
al »le to put all the troops in the univerle at defiance. 
Arfrcr Nalir became emperor of Peili.i, he always de- 
• potited his treal tires in Chalat, as the: Urongril ami moll 
lecure place in his whole extenfive dominions. 

Being now poflefled of his native patrimony, with 
the addition ot 6000 well difciplincd, bold, and hardy 

iroopt* he became exceedingly formidable. 



He then took it into his head to recover the city 0 f 
Nechabar, which the Afgaos had taken from the p cr 
fians, and fuccceded by the following Angular arata^m" 
He fent fome of his men to the mountains, who having 
feized a large body of ftraggling Afgans, they were 
immediately put to death. Nadir's men having then 
drefled themfclves in the habits of the deccafed Afgans 
pretended to drive a great number of their companions 
before them, as if they had taken them prifoners. The 
centinels threw open the gates to let in the fuppofed 
captives, when the Afgans were all put to the fword 
and the ancient capital of Choraflan was recovered. 

It was after the above exploit that the unhappy Shah 
Thomas courted his afliftance, when he joined that mo- 
narch at the head of 6000 men. In the year 1728 he 
was appointed commander in chief of the Shah's forces, 
foon alter which he received the title of Tachmas, or 
Thomas Kouli Khan, or Kau, the higheft title the em- 
peror could confer. He then made a very rapid pro- 
gress in the recovery of that part of the empire, which 
had been conquered by the Turks, and, by his great 
fuccefles became at once the admiration and tern r not 
only of the Perfians, but all the funounding nations. 

After the removal of the unfortunate Shah Thomas 
from the throne, Kouli Khan did not prefume to mount 
it, but to fave appearances, had Abbas Myrza, an infant of 
f>x months old, and fon of the above monarch, declared 
emperor. He, however, took care to keep all the 
power, as well as the treafures of die empire, in his 
own hands, and to fill all the great offices of ftate with 
his own creatures . 

Young Abbas now being confidercd as emperor, 
Kouli Khan determined, in his name, to canyon the 
war againfl the Turks vigoroufly; but firft married an 
aunt of the late emperor's. Then thinking of his own 
family, he appointed his eldcft fbn governor of Choral- 
fan, and his youngeft governor of Herat. 

The war againil the Turks was fuccefsfully begun ; 
Kouli Khan drove them all before him, and laid itege 
to Bagdad. However, Topal Ofman, an able Turkiih 
general, marched to the relief of it at the head of 
ioo;ooo men. Kouli Khan drew up his army, which 
confided of 70,000 men, and, on the 18th of July, 
l 733> a mok bloody battle enfued, and Kouli Khan, 
for the firft time in his life, was defeated. 

Kouli Khan being joined by one of his fans with a 
confiderable army, again marched againd the Turks. 
The Perfian army was in this engagement repulfed y and 
loft 4000 men. But on tl>e 2.6th of October another 
bloody battle was fought, in which the Turks were To- 
tally defeated, lofing 40,000 men, all their artilleiy, 
tents, ammunition, (torts, &c. and the gallant Topal 
Ofman was flain in the action. To the credit of Kouli 
Khan we muft not omit to mention, that he ordered 
that gi eat general to be buried with the utmoft pomp 
and magnificence, and with all the military honours due 
to fo great a character. 

Kouli Khan now marched to Schiias, to fub jugate 
that city, and crufh a powerful rebellion which hap- 
pened in thole parts. This he fa an effected, and ipent 
theenfuing winter in recruiting his army, and making 
pieparations for carrying on the war again ft the '1 urks 
in the following i'pring. For it was impoflible for hn 
rntc-rprifin^ fpirit ever to be (till > nor could his ambi 
lions Jbul entertain anv idea but that of war. 

In the year 1714 Kouli Khan was very fuccrfsfnl 
bo:h againil the Turks and Tartars, who attempted to 
join them, and before the end of the year conquered all 
the open country of Georgia and Aimenia. In 1715 
Kouli Khan defboyed great part of the Tuikifli army 
at Arpa Kavi. In 1736 the young Shah Abbas died, 
when Kouli Khan convened the Pcifian chiefs and no- 
bility, and told ihem that they were at libeity to chulc 
an emperor. They therefore unanimoufly begged him 
to accept the crown, being, indeed, afraid to do other- 
wife. r 
Having mounted the throne, he ruled the P cin, 1f* 

with a rod of iron, deftroying many of the royal a- 
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„,j nuttine to death all the nobility, except thofe 
mily. and g^f d idc ots, or whofe underftanrfiug he 



wh ? ?T He then feized many eftate?, particularly 
drfpl L ~K lands, and having concluded a peace with 

trucks and Ru/hans, hecompdlf the revolted Af- 
the Turns a» terms Then marching into 

<T S of the Great Mogul, he defeated the ar- 

*? K Xt monarch, made himfelf mafter of Delhi, 
fitrfSfc. took ^ Great Mogul himfelf 

out multitudes to the fword, and plundered 
KfemSre of jewels, gold, and other valuables, t 0 the 
l U n of 87,SOO.oool. .fterhn gi a greater t re 3 fure 
dun any other monarch, in any age or nation, ever be- 
fore pollened. A™ng other articles of immenle value 
w iS flie imperial throne, commonly called the peacock 
throne entirely fet with the fineft jewels, Independent 
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as many camels, a great nui 
r iety of other warlike ftores. 

he lodged ip his hereditary «* - v.^, ^ 

did not truft the guarding of them either tp Turks or 
Perfians, but to 1 2,000 Georgians, all of whom were 

Chriitians. . 

He beat the Ufbec Tartars in feveral engagements, 

and made them tributary to Pcrfia ; after which he 
Teturned to Ifpahah. and! feverely reprimanded his^bn 
for the mal-adminiAration of affairs during his abtfaice. 
The year 1741 he fpent in quelling feveral infurre&ions. 
In all thefe expedidons he committed unheard-of 
cruelties, Among other rebels his eldeft fqn proved 
oncj for he attempted to murder him, but efcaped till 
the year 1742, when he was brought as a prifoncr to his 
father, and had his eyes put out by order of that mo- 
narch. 

The cruelties that Nadir Shah now exercifed both on 
friends and enemies, the armed and unarmed, are a)- 
moil incredible, and too ihocking to be recited, In 
fliort, he demolilhed cities and towns, laid wafte fer- 
tile provinces, plundered all ranks of people, and mur- 
dered feveral millions of the inhabitants, of Perfla, and 
tjie neighbouring nations. 

The Turks having, in the year 1744* fet up a pre- 
tender to the throne of Perfia, who gave out that he 



was a younger fon of the late emperor Shah Thomas^ 
Nadir Shah fent one of his fons at the head of an army 
againft him. The pretended prince was defeated, and 
taken prifoner. Nadir Shah being informed of this, in 
a temporary fit of humanity, gave orders that he might 
be permitted to efcape. Neverthelefs, he directed that 
28 a of his followers mould be beheaded, In the year 
1745 he again marched againft the Turks, and defeated 
them : but in 1746 and 1747, he was entirely em- 
ployed in quelling domeftic broils, and intestine rebelt 
lions. 

Nadir Shah was now generally looked upon to be in 
a ftate of infanity. His actions were ufually abfurd, 
and always unaccountable. Sometimes a gleam of ge~ 
nerofity and humanity would feem to direct: his inten- 
tions} but avarice, and the moft horrid cruelty, at mod 
times predominated. He was, however, on the 2d of 
July, 1747, alTaflinated by five of the principal officers 
of his guards. This event happened thus : The con- 
fpirators entered his terit about one o'clock in the 
morning, when one of them ftumbling over fome of the 
cordji that fattened it, the Shah waked, darted up, 
feized his fabre, and with one blow cut off the head of 
him who was next to him. He then ftruck die next on 
the left Ihoulder with fuch force, that the fabre lodged 
in the fpine or back bone, and ftuck fo faft, that, be* 
fore he could withdraw it, the remaining afTaflins dif- 
patched him, and cut qff his head f which they took 
with them, and having buried their companions, they 
retired. 

When the people heard of his death they were greatly 
rejoiced. They immediately put to death his blind fon 
and his gpandfbn, and even all his women, left any of 
them fhould be pregnant by him; fo much did they 
deteft the breed of this cruel and bloody tyrant, who 
feemed to have thrown Nero, and all the inhuman monf- 
ters of antiquity, at a diftancc. 

After the death of the tyrant, all was anarchy and 
confufion in that unhappy country. Several of his own 
family ? as well as others, had many bloody contefts 
fqr the imperial dignity; but the fortunate candidate 
was Kerim-Khan, who, triumphing over his rivals, 
was crowned in the year 1763. 
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SECTION I. 

Turkey in general \ its Situation, Extent Divijions^ 

Mountains, Rivers, &c. 

THIS country contains fome of the fineft provinces 
in the whole world, though the inhabitants are 
fo fettered with the chains of defpotifm, as well as fo 
naturally iddifted to idlenefs and luxury, that they do 
not avail themfclvcs, as they might do, of the redun- 
dant bleflings of Providence. 

Turkey in Afia forms a grand divifion of the -Turkifh 
r mnire, and extends about 2000 miles from eaft to 
weft, and about 800 in breadth, from north to fouth. 
It abounds not only with the neccfiaries, but wjth all 
the luxmiosof life, and contains fome of the moft fer- 
tile and delightful provinces in the univerfe. 

furkey in Ana, of which only we (hall at prefent 
treat, j s fituatcd between 28 and 45 drg. north latitude, 
™<1 17 and 46 dcg. of caft longitude. Tin grand di- 
vifionscompiifc die following provinces. On fhe eaft 
a^kyraca Arabic or Chaldea, Diarbec or Mcfopota- 
n ™.» a part of Curdiftau or Aftyria, Turcomania, the 
jncicnt Armenia Major, Georgia, Syria, and Palef- 
On the weft arc Anatolia, which is divided inro 
Anatolia Proper, Amafia, Aladulin, and CarnWia. 

No. 15. 
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This country is, perhaps, the beft fituated for navig- 
ation of any in the univerfe; but the natives do not 
now how to majce ufe of the uncommon, natural ad - 
vantages with which Providence futh blefTed them,. 
The ftas which border on it are the Euxine, or Black 
Sea; the Bofphorus, or Sea of Constantinople ; the 
Propontis, or Sea of Marmora; the Hellefpont, and 
the ^Igean Sea, or Archipelago, which divide Afia 
from Europe ; the Levant, or White §ea. and the 
Perfian Gulph. The Red Sea likewifc divides it from, 
Afia, which occafions the Grarjc) Seignior, among his 
other titles, to ftile himfelf " Lord of the Black, JVbitf, 
and Red Seas." 

The mountains, which are many, have been the 
moft celebrated in facrcd and profane fiiftory, of any 
in the univerfe, 7' he principal, which are fituated in 
Lcfler Af|a, are Olympus, Ida, Tauris, Anti-Tauris, 
and the Carman i an mountains. Bcfides thefe are mount 
paucafus, or the Dagheftan mountains ; mount y^rra- 
rat, where the ark rpfted, and the other ^Vrrrjenian 
ipountains; the mountains of Curdiftan and Palcftine, 
particularly mount IJermon and mount Lebanon, 

The principal rivers are the Euphrates, Tigris, 
Meander, Qrontes, Sarabat, Jordan, Haly, arid Kara, 
f J*he Tigris and Euphrates rife jn the nortn, and flow- 
ing towards the fouth-eaft, encjofc and fertilize that 

J* r delighifu 
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delightful part of Diarbec, the ancient Mefopotamia, 
which is fuppofed to have been the feat of Paradife. The 
Orontes riles in mount Hermon, and running north- 
weft, empties itfelf into the Levant Sea. The Mean- 
der, which rifes in mount Taurus, flows wefterly till it 
falls into the Archipelago. From this river all winding 
or ferpentine ftreams arc called Meanders. The Sara- 
bat riles in Natolia, and difcharges itfelf likewife into 
the Archipelago. Haly rifes in Cappadocia, and runs 
into the Euxine Sea. Kara takes its rife in Natolia 
Proper, and falls into the Euphrates. Jordan is formed 
by the union of two ftreams, named Jor and Dan, which 
rife at the foot of Anti-Libanus. It empties itfelf into 
the Dead Sea, but is only a fmall river. It forms two 
lakes: the one, called Merom, is very fmall, and dry 
in the fummer ; the other, called the Sea of Galilee, or 
Lake of Tiberias, is near thirteen miles in length, and 
five in breadth. It was in the Sea of Galilee that St. 
Peter, Andrew, John, and James, exercifed their pro- 
feflions as flftiermen. 

As feveral of the provinces enumerated have been 
feparate kingdoms, and have advantages and difadvan- 
tages peculiar to themfelves, we lhall treat of them fe - 
parately, and not attempt to give a general difcription 
of the whole, that can only be true in part, and muft be 
liable to many exceptions. 



SECTION II. 
GEORGIA. 

Situation, Climate , Produce, Perfons, Drejes, Manners , 
and Religion of the Inhabitants. Defer ijption of Teflis> 
the Cap it a I of Geo rgia . 
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HIS country, called Georgia, or Gurgiftan, (for 
the termination of Tan is a Celtic word, and fig- 
nifies country,) is bounded on the north by Circafiia, 
on the fouth by Armenia, on the eaft by Dagheftan, 
and on the weft by the Euxine or Black Sea. It in- 
cludes Colchis, Iberia, and Albania. 

Georgia, which is partly fubject to the Turks, and 
partly to the Perfians, abounds with mountains and 
woods, which are interfperfed with a variety of beautiful 
vales, and fertile plains. 

Georgia has a dry air, cold in winter, and hot in 
fummer. It produces all kinds of fruits, which are 
excellent, and the b»ead is hardly to be paralleled. 
There is plenty of fine cattle. The pork is admirable ; 
the wild and tame fowl incomparable; and the fiih, 
both fea anil river, equal to any in the univerfe. The 
country likewife produces m eat quantities of excellent 

lilk. 

A late traveller lays, that the Georgians arc robuft, 
valiant, and of a fociable temper \ great lovers of wine, 
ami very trull y and faithful; endowed with good natu- 
ral parts, but, for want of education, vicious. That 
the women are in general fo fair and comely, that the 
wives and concubines of the king of Perfia, and his 
court, are for the mod part Georgian women. 

Georgia formerly contained many large cities, as 
hiitory informs us, and their ruins evince : but at prc- 
lent there are but few cities and towns, in pioportion 
to the uncommon fertility, and great extern of the 
country, and thole few are but thinly inhabited, which 
is, perhaps, owing to the barbarous cuftom of felling 
the juvenile inhabitants for (laves : for the lords fell 
their tenants and vaflals, parents their children, and 
mailers their fcrvants, as they think proper. The 
piincipa) fartors in this unnatural bufinefs are Jews, 
who purchale the boys and girls when very young, give 
them a fui table education, and, when they arrive at a 
proper age, difpole of them to the l urks and Perfians, 
>y whom they are employed in their armieit and fcrag- 
lios, as concubines, (lave:., mutes, eunuchs, and lbi- 
diers, and many have been raifcj to tbe rank of ftatcf- 
n\cn. 



In defence of the above- nentioned cuftom I 
Georgians plead, that it is for the benefit oftheirchl 
dren; for if they ftay in their native count- y, they- 
fure of being hard-working flaves: but when they T 
fold, they are more careffed, live better, do Ids a \ 
have a greater chance of advancement than they couH 
have at home. Many of both fexes, indeed, who hav- 
obtained the favour of the great, both in the Otto m ?n 
and Perfia;: courts, have had inter eft fuftkicit to fend 
for their parents and relations, and get them promuM 
to places of great truft and importance. 

The Georgians are, in general, impkcable in tW 
hatred, and unforgiving to thofe who have offended 
them. They do not deem drunk ennefs, luxury, (T 
libertinifm, crimes, or even follies. The women hurt 
their beauty with paint, and their minds by the moil- 
licentious behaviour. They are ufurcrs, and afiVcl 
a grave deportment. All religions are tolerated in 
Georgia, every one being at liberty to think, pray, and 
fpeak, as he pleafes. • Many individuals of the fur- 
rounding nations refide here; and the Armenians in 
particular, are nx>re numerous than the Georgians 
themfeives. They are likewife richer, and occupy die 
principal places of truft and power. 

All the public edifices, and the houfes of the great, 
are built after the model of the Perfian houfes. They 
likewife imitate them in eating, fitting, and lyinw. 
They have buttons and loops to their vefts, and wear 
them open at their breafts. The habits of the women 
are entirely Perfian. The mens covering for the legs 
and feet is in the Perfian fafhion; but their bonnets ot 
hats refemble thofe of the Polanders. 

The Georgian nobles are all tyrants, and exercife the 
moft defpotic cruelty over their vaflals and dependents. 

The fovereignty of the Turks and Perfians over 
Georgia is rather nominal than real ; for as they are a 
hardy, warlike people, andean eafily retire to and de- 
fend the pafTes of their mountains, it U rather dangerous 
to quarrel with them, as no army can fubdue them , 
and, from the nature of their country, they might be- 
come exceeding troublefome, by making incurlions in- 
to the neighbouring Turkifh and Perfian provinces. 

Though the Prince of Georgia is a Mahometan, the 
generality of the people are Chriftians, or at Jc.dl pre- 
tend to be fo ; for they are fb extremely ignorant, (Lit 
they fcarce undcrltand the meaning of what they prof eft. 
A late traveller mention's an abfurd cuftom which pie- 
vails in this country, the reafon of which he could never 
find out, that is, the building their churches upon high 

and almoft inacceflible places, where they arc abandon- 
ed to the injuries of the weather, and flittered to be the 
habitations of birds. From their filiation, the Geor- 
gians can fee them at a great diihince, when they never 
fail to falute them with great refpeel, but take ( air 
feldom to enter them. In Ibme of the towns, howevei* 
the churches are kept pretty decently. Bcfidcs the ;u 
triarch, there are feveral bifhops, and a great number 
of inferior clergy. 

Some Georgians, who have more decency ami con- 
fciencethan their neighbours, follow the Armenian nil- 
tom of marrying their tlaughreis when infants, to pre- 
vent their being Ibid for flaves, or taken away by uV 
great lords as concubines. 

The only con fid i Tabic and fortified towns in Gcorgu 
are five in number, viz. Tellis, Goiy-Caket, Zagaifc 
Suram, and Aly : and the principal rivers are the Kur, 
or Cyrus, and fiie Aragus. The firfl. rifes in the Mo(- 
chian mountain*, and difcharges itfelf into the t'^J ,un 
Scai the latter fprings fiom the mountains which lepa- 
rate Ibei ia from Colchis, and falls into the Cyms. 

Teflis, the capital of Georgia, is one of the hell cities 
in the oriental regions. It is watered by the river Kur. 
The walls are ilrong and liandlbme. It contains four- 
teen churches - t fix belong to the Georgians, and eight 
to the Armenians. The caohedral, called Sion, is a 
ftone church, built near the river. A large donKi 
fupportcd by four mafly pillars, rifes in the middle ; ana 
adjoining to it is the bifhoj/s palace, q 



ASIA.] 



T U R. K E Y I N ASIA, 



*$9 

C 



On the declivity of the mountain there is a large for- 
trefii containing an arfenal; a market, and a public 

fq The Georgians ufe bells in their churches, fell pork 
in the marked and vend wine in the ftreets The be- 
ars caravanferas, and fome other of the houfes, are 
huilt of ftone, but the generality are only erected of 
mu d and bricks, and are low and dark The ftreets 
are very badly paved, and confequently difagreeable 
either in wet or dry weather. The palace of the prince 
is a fuperb building. It is adorned with extenfive and 
beautiful gardens, aviaries, falconries, &c. and before 
it there is a large fquare furrounded with Ihops, 

Teflis is fituated in 42 deg. 47 min, north latitude; 
and 47 deg. 5 min. eaft longitude. It is very populous. 
The ftaple commodity- is furs; but great quantities of 
raw filk are fent to various places, as the Georgians 
know nothing of weaving. The inhabitants of the city 
are thought to amount to about 20,000. Many tole- 
rable houfes, and fine gardens, render the environs 
verypleafant for feveral miles round. 

The principal amufement of the inhabitants of Tefli* 
is bathing. The baths are agreeable places, and con- 
tain fine fprings, fome hot, others cold, and others 
lukewarm. The Grand Vizir's houfe is the flneft in the 
city, and the Capuchins' monaftery is pleafant. Thefe 
Italian fathers receive from Rome annually but 25 
Roman crowns each to maintain them : but they are 
permitted to praclife phyfic, of which they know very 
little. If the patient dies they receive no pay : if he 
recovers, flaves, wine, cows, fheep. &c. are fent to 
the convent by way of gratuity. The Georgians 
make but little ufe of money, rather chufing to deal 
by way of barter. Travellers have, therefore, an op- 
portunity of procuring the mod excellent provifions in 
great quantities, in exchange for trifles, fuch as neck- 
laces, rings, bracelets, knives, pins, needles, &rc. 
They ufe neither weights or meafures j and are fuch bad 
arithmeticians that they cannot count an hundred. 

In Georgia a merchant is lefs refpedted than a me- 
chanic, and a mechanic lefs than a hufbandman. The 
principal merchants and traders are Armenians, whom 
the Georgians naturally hate, and look upon in the 
fame defpicable light as Jews are confldered in Europe. 
One of the moft refpeclable employments in Georgia 
is that of a public executioner. The profeflion is 
deemed refpeftable and honourable, and the profelTors 
are all rich. If a man can trace a hangman amongft 
his anceftors, he is extremely proud of it, and never 
fails to mention it frequently with exultation ; at the 
fame time obferving, that nothing is fo noble as exe- 
cuting juftice, and that th<* fafety of the ftate depends 
on the extirmmation of criminals. 

With refpedfc to Turkey and Perfia, Georgia is in 
much the fame predicament as Flanders is in Europe j 
for when a war happens between thofe empire*, this 
country is ufually the feat of it. 

The Prince of Georgia, befides what is ufually 
allowed him by the Emperor, has the cuftoms of 
Teflis, the duties upon brandy and melons, and one 
Iheep for every fire-hearth in the whole country, which 
amounts to 40,000 fheep. The crown eftates limply 
lum with wine, butter, wax, grain of all kinds, vege- 
table, fnnts, & c . A prcac deal of gunpowder is 
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UDlea, fruits, &c. A great deal of gunpowder 
made in Georgia, particularly at. Teflis, the mountai 
near that city producing large quantities of nitre, T 
people eat and burn a great deal of linfeed oil, wliu.. 
tncy have 111 great plenty, but they value only the feed, 
m i icy have no idea of beating the (talk for fpinnina. 



r Cn r a Gcor gi a n dies, a bilhop fays mats over the 
wpie, for which he receives an hundred crowns. If 
tneaehmft has not left money Sufficient to difcharge 
vl CX ui- • ™ demft nd, fome of his quondam friends 
very obligingly fell his wife and children for Oaves, to 

Thi K-JL" 101 ^ 1 for the clcr Ky mi,ft nwt B° unpaid. 
\^n .\ 1? « en f *y s mafs > *»a afterwards lays a letter 

wriiUry card to Sf i'etcr, to inform |u,n tW the fu- 



neral expences have been honeftly paid, and to cntrca 
him, therefore, to be fo obliging as to open the gates 
of paradife to the deceafed. The body is then wrapt 
up in linen and buried. The Mahometans here have 
the fame abfurd cuftom of fending note by tfie dead 
to Mahomet. 

The Georgian men are ufually more ignorant than 
the women; for the girls are, in general, brought up 
in monafteries, where they learn to read and write. If 
any of the girls chufeto become profefled nuns, theya#e 
authorifed to baptize, and apply holy oil. 

The language of the Georgians is remarkable for its 

beautiful (implicity. 



SECTION III, 

MINGRELIA, and the Two Principalities of 

IMMERETTA and ABASCIA, 

"\ /TINGREOA, known to the ancients by the ap- 
j\X pellarion of Colchis, is bounded on the eaft by 
Georgia, properly fo called j on the weft by the 
Euxine Sea* on the north by mount Caucafus j and on 
the fouth by Armenia, and part qf Pontus, 

Mingrelia is watered by many rivers, viz f theCorax, 

Hippus-Cyaneus, Chariftus, Abfarus, CiflTa, Ophis, 
and Phafis, where the Argonauts landed. All the above 
rivers empty themfrlves into the Euxine Sea $ but none 
of them are considerable except the Phafis, which rifes 
in mount Caucafus. The inhabitants of this celebrated 
mountain are faid, by the moft authentic writers, to 
have little, befides fpeech, which can entitle them to 
humanity. They are tall and well made; but their 
looks are fierce, and indicate the favage difpofition of 
their minds. They are, in fact, the moft daring, fo 
rocious, and determined robbers in the world. 

The country is, in general, extremely woody, very 
uneven, full of hills, and but little cultivated. The 
foil is bad and fterile; and the fruits are all ill tailed and 
unwholefome, except the grapes, which rnight be con- 
verted into fome of the belt wine in the univerfe, if the 
natives did but know how to make it. Rains almoft 
continually fall, which occation fuch a quantity of hu- 
mid vapours to mingle with the hot exhalations natural 
to the climate, that peftilences, and a variety of other 
difeafes, afflicl: the natives almoft continually. The 
earth is lb moift, that the few who turn their thoughts 
to agriculture fow their wheat and barley without 
ploughing: and, for their other feeds, they turn up the 
land with little wooden ploughs, which are fufficiently 
ftrong to make furrows in fo foft a foil, Colchis was 
faid, by the ancients, to be exceedingly pleaknt and 
fertile, and even to abound in. mines of gold, which 
gave rife to the celebrated fable of the golden fleece, 
and the Argonautic expedition; for the inhabitants ufed 
to catch the gold duft, which was brought down by the 
torren* ' from mount Caucafus, by letting fleeces qf 
wool acrofs fome of the narrow puflages of thofe tor-i 
rents. 

The country abounds in beeves, bogs, wild boars, 
ftags, partridges, pheafants, quails, tkc. On mount 
Caucasus, falcons, eagles, ju-licans, tygcrs, lions, 
leopards, wolves, and jackals breed. 

Their bread is made of a (mail grain, called gown i 
it is agreeable to the taftc, ialubrious, cooling, and 
laxative/ The people of quality, however, eatwheaten 
bread ; not that they like it belter, but becaufc it is 
more fcarce. Their principal food is beef and porU, 
the latter being excellent. The nobility fpcrid a great 
deal of their time in catching and killing game, fuch 
as pheafants, waterfowl, &cc. Hut their favourite di- 
verfion is Hying the falcon at the heron, whic h is no 
fooncr taken, .than they cut the beautiful tuft of fea- 
thers from its head, and let it go again. They have a 
great number pf excellent horics, which are never (hod, 

or fed with com, 
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The country is every where interfperfed with houfes. 
The caftlcs there are about ten in number; in the 
principal of which, named Rues, the prince keeps his 
court, and depofirs his treafures ; though the garnfon 
confifts only of about fixty perfons. Near the caftle 
are feveral magazines for provifions, which fcrve for 
places of retreat upon emergencies. They have many 
huts made of the branches of trees, canes, and reeds ; 
and are fo fecure in thefe retreats, that none can come 
at them, but by one winding narrow paflage, which is 
always ltopt up when they apprehend an attack. 

As the Mingrelians have great plenty of timber, they 
build their houfes of wood, but never raile them above 
two (lories. They have neither windows nor chim- 
nies, but are furnifhed with beds and couches. At 
night, not only die whole family, but the cattle all lie 
in one room. 

The men are well proportioned, and the women 
pretty ; but they pain: their faces and eye- brows. They 
wear their hair in curled ringlets ; are witty and polite 
but vain, luxurious treacherous, and ferocious ; dex- 
trous thieves, and glory in theft. They dunk it pru- 
dent, as well as lawful, to have many wives, becaufe 
they bring them many children, whom they can fell for 
money, or barter for neceiraries. Whew children, 
however, c-» T ~ie too quick, they do not hefitate to mur- 
der them. They likewife murder the fick and aged, 
and pretend they do it with the- benevolent tlefign of 
putt ng them out of d elr mifcry. Adultery is thought 
but a trifle: for when a man catches another in familia- 
rity with his wife, he obliges him to pay a hog, which 
is immediately drefled, and all thice lit down ve ry lov- 
ingly to feaft upon it. 

The lords are the umpires in all difputes between their 
vafTals: but when there is a quarrel between any of the 
great lords, they have lecourfe to arms. 

The cccJcfiattics J ave 1 >ng beards ; bur die laity 
fufFcr very little of their beardi to grow. They fhave 
the head, leaving only a little hair upon the forehead 
and round the cai s. Their bonnet is irwdc of felt, and 
in winter is lined with fui, but is not of niudi ufe to 
them, for when it rains they put it in their pockets, and 
go bareheaded to lave ir. They are Jo poor that the 
common people go almoft naked, and have only a co- 
vering of a triangular form, which they turn againft 
wind or rain. They wear a fhirt, but have fcldom 
more than one at a time, and that they only wafli three 
times in a year. The ftiirt is tucked into a pair of 
breeches i and on the feet they wear fandals made of 
the un tanned hide of a buffalo, which are fattened with 
thongs of the fame. In winter they wear fnow Ihoes. 

The whole of every family of both fexes eat toge- 
ther. On holidays they eat venifon, beef, and pork; 
but at other times (he mailers have fifh and pulle, and 
the inferiors nothing but gomms. If the weather will 
permit, they dine in the open court. Both fexes ufu- 
ally get drunk at their entertainments, when the men 

boalt of their thefts, and the women of their debauche- 
ries. 

The continual fale of the Mingrelians to the Tmks 
and Perfians, and their perpetual fquabbles among 
themfelves, have greatly depopulated the country. The 
revenues of the prince are ciu mated at about 20,000 
crowns per annum, which are raifed by fines, impofi- 
tions, the fale of flaves, and duties on all impoits and 



exports. Of this money he fpends very little ; foj his 
crown lands are more than lufficicnt to maintain him, 
und the people arc obliged to work for him for nothing. 
His forces arc principally cavalry, and do not amount 
10 above 4000 e fleet ive men. Kveiy lord leads his 
own people to battle, but they are fo badly difciplined, 
that they march, charge, and retreat without order. 
All commerce is carried on by barter { though they 
have money which bears the Perfian ft amp, but is 
coined in Georgia, the value of which is always fluc- 
tuating 



of the clergy can either read or write, but they g reat ; 
impofe upon the laity, by pretending; to divination 
Moft ecclefiaftical writers fay, that a Chriftian converted 
thefe people in the reign of Conftantine the Great : but 
the Mingrelians themfelves attribute that woi k to St 
Andrew, who, they affirm, came and preached ainon* 
them, at a place called Piguitas, where there is at p tc ? 
fent a church. The head of their religion is called 
Catholicos, who is obliged to go once in his life to t! :C 
above-mentioned church, to make holy oil. 

When a Mingrelian is fick, a prieft is fent for, not 
to pn y by him, but to predict whether he will live or 
die. Having opened a book he looks gravely in it - 
then (hutting the book fuddenly, he declares that th' : 
patient will inevitably die, unlefs a very handfo.nc p«o 
fent is made to I.imfelf. The fick perfon beincr wrca'lr 
terrified, entreats the prieft to take what he p'eafes. 

The cathedral is a tolerable building, anil tlr: i:naa« 
within are finely adorned with gold and jewels, TLc 
fupei ior clergy wear long beards, black bonn :t<, and 
robes of fcarlet and velvet ; but thole of the inferior 
dais make bur a defpicable appearance, and are oh- 
liged to woik for their great lords as hard as the hi. v. 
1 he generality of their other churches are very nauV 
ami their images filthy,, though their v/orlhjp uf thnn 
is exceeding idolat ous. Having no bells, when Owy 
call the people to church, which is but feklom, the »■ 
ftrike againlt a board with a great ftick. They pay 
the grcateft rclpect, and make the largeft prefenb i«» 
thofe faints who have the character of being the in nl 
cruel and fayagc. St. Giobas is the greatcft favourite, 
becaufe they think he would kill all who caive lu-ar 
him; they then fore only peep'H' him tit adiftancc,aml 
lay down their prefents. Their ir.afs is after the -Gru k 
manner, with this difference, the Greek prieffc lej.cic 
the whole perfectly, but the Mingrelians only rnuinUi' 
the ceremony. For their chalice th<*y have a woo k n 
bowl, and a wooden difh for their patten. They con- 
fecrate both leavened and unleavened bread, and uiii.ii 
die wine without its being mixed with v/ater. 

They baptise by immerfion ; and ;*s f>on as thccl.iU 
is chriltened, the prieft, parents, godfathers and t^udU, 
indulge themfelves to the greateil excels; Wluu t 
man wants a wife he mud buy her: a tollable g»Mt 
price is given for a virgin, lefs for a widow, and Lv!i 
of all for a woman who has been divot ced. WUn tin 
nuptial contract is made, the couple may coliahit 
gether previous to the payment of the money.- T^y 
may alio divorce their wives, either for barrcuneli o. 
ill-nature. 

They keep their dead forty days above giound, cur- 
ing which time they mourn. At firlt they make a ut- 
rible howling anil fereaining, tearing their cloaths all 
into tatters, beating their breads, feratching their fact* 
and tearing off their hair ; but their lamentations 
dually diminifh till the fortieth day, when the bo.'y 
buried; an entertainment is made, the mod extrava- 
gant mirth is encouraged, ami the mourneis get drunk 
in order to forget the deceafed. Whenever any oi t..< 
laity die, a bifhop always performs the funeral lei v ire, 
and then lays claim to all that belonged to the deceal**., 
but when a billum dies, the prince himfell lays nuk 
in order to have the privilege of plundering his houle, 
Thus a burial is generally the ruin of a whole family. 

The Mingrelians, when they eat pork, or dun* 
wine, make the fign of the crofs, for which none 
them can give the leafl rcafon. All their prayers a:r 
addrcllVd to their faints, to whom they facrUicc j 
their greater! feflivals are when thefe images are carnal 
about in proceflion, in order to get money from ™ c 
people. At Chriftmas and Eaftcr they do not work, 
but labour all the reft of the year. They keep Uu 
great Jents, viz. 48 days before Eafter, 40 day* bcloit 
Chriftmoa, St. Peter's faft, which holds a month, 
the faft of the Virgin Mary, which lulls 1 J dap. 
In Mingrelia are fofhc monki of the order ofSt. 



The Mingrelians profefs themfclvc,* Chriftjans, but They obfervc the fafts with great punctuality, but M 
are exceedingly ignorant in all religious matters. Few I very little folicitpus about any other points of rcl ^y 
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<• a: ~ mU»\r hiir to crow, eat no fiefh, and wear 

TlK , y u f0ffe ^ There arenuns of the lame order, who 
b l ack bonnets ^ icular place of j-efidence, 

are nennc. ^ 

but become feculars when 



-n-rl^ed by any vows, out oaumc icluu 13 
^ r pSfe, and refemble nuns in nothing but wearing 



black veils 



fr i ancient times there were fome cities of note in 
u- rnuntrv particularly Pityus, Diofcurias, and Aea 
^rSsffo named from the river in which it 

Cvta, at the mouth of the river Cyaneus, the 
hWrh place of the famous Medea, called from thence 
the poets, Cytasis, Saracse, Zadnis, Surinum, Me- 

dl On"he confines *>f Mingrelia lie the principalities 
of Immaretta and Abafcia. 

Immaretta is about 120 miles in length, and 60 in 
breadth. It contains many hills and woods, but the 
plains produce corn, cattle, pulfe, &c. It is, upon 
the whole, more fertile and plentiful than Mingrelia. 
They have fome excellent iron mines, carry on a great 
deal of commerce, and coin money. The principal 
towns are Cotatis and Akalziki. 

Coratis was the refidence of the prince or king of 
Immaretta, but is now only the refidence of a Turkifh 
bafliaw. It is fituated at the foot of a mountain, on 
the top of which there is a ftrong caflle to command and 
defend it. It is watered by the Phafis. The town has 
no walls, and contains only about 100 houfes. It lies 
open on all fides, except where the rivers and mountains 
furround it. On the oppofite fide of the river there is a 
citadel on an eminence, which has a double wall, and 
is flanked with high towers. It lies in 42 deg. 23 min. 
north latitude and 43 deg. 54 min. eaft longitude. 

Akalziki is likewife the refidence of a Turkifh bafhaw. 
It is fituated in a hole, furrounded by 4 about twenty 
hills, in 41 deg. 55 min. north latitude; and 44 deg. 
j5 min. eaft longitude. The river Kur Mows very near 
it. The town contains about 400 houfes. The inhabi- 
tants are a mixture of Georgians, Armenians, Jews, 
Turks, Greeks, &c. who have feveral churches, arid 
afynagogue. The houfes are built of wood, and the 
walls and fortifications are old and ruinous. 

Abafcia is the northermoft of thefe countries, hav- 
ing the EuxineSea to the fouth, CircafTia on the weft, 
and mount Caucafus on the north and eaft. The prin- 
cipal traffick is in flaves. The inhabitants, however, 
deal in the fkins of tygers, deer, &c. box- wood, ho- 
ney, wax, and thread, which they exchange with the 
merchants who come upon the coaft, for many things 
which they have occafion for. They were once Chrif- 
tians, but at prefent arc exceedingly ignorant, and lit- 
tle better than favages. They go almoft naked, and 
live in little, mean, low huts. 

Moft geographers include Comania in Georgia which 
is bounded by the Cafpian Sea to the eatti by a ridge 
of mountains, which part it from Circaffia, to the weft; 
by Afiatic Mufcovy to the north; and by Georgia on 
the lbuth. The country is thinly inhabited, aiuf badly 
cultivated; but the foil is fiat, low, and fertile. It is 
watered by feveral rivers, which defcend from the 
mountains about Caucafus. The climate is rathei cold, 
and pr/tty much fubjecr. to rains. The inhabitants, 
who arc called Comani, or Kamouche, live principal- 
y by plunder. They wear Perfian linens and filks, 
hutdiels hke the natives of Little Taitary. The men 
wear fliort jackets and drapers, and the women long 
loofe gowns, which refemble fhifts. They have no 



place that can be called a town, but their little ham- 

lets rim lift i\f **U_«. 1 «■*•. • /• 1 • 



ets conhft of about fixty huts. Their food is 

the fiefti of their cattle, honey, fuch fi 
<uir eountrv (nnn r9n ../mn 1 , .^,1,.,.-, „~,i 
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milk, 
fruits 



as 



, ir , counl ]y I I'ontancoufly produces, and rice, which 
they have from Perfia. 

Guril, a final] dillrict, which appertains to Min- 
F«aa, is too little known to admit of a dell ription. 
* ne manners of the people, lb far as we have been 
given to underftand, however, are, in general, much 
to lame wuh thofcof their near neighbours the Min. 



grelians. 
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SECTION IV. 



THE DaCESTAN OR DaGHESTAN MOUNTAINS, 

Mou n t Caucasus, the Euxineor Black Sea, &c. 

THE province of Dageftan, Dagheftan, or Dag- 
Eftan, is bounded on the eait by the Cafpian Sea, 
on the weft by mount Caucafus, on the fouth by part 
of Perfia, and on the north by Ciicaffia. The appel- 
lation itfeif fignifies mountaineers i for dag implies a 
mountain, and ftan a country. The people call them- 
felves Dageftan Tartars; or Tartars of the mountain. 
They are ufually accounted fome of the moft ferocious 
of all the Afiatics, and are deemed the defcendants of 
the ancient Parthian--. Thefe people extend themlelves 
from the capital of CircafTia, for about forty leagues 
along the coaft of the Cafpian Sea. 

They circumcife their children, and ufe fome other 
Mahometan ceremonials, but are ftupidly ignorant with 
refpeft to religion in general. They wear coats of mail, 
carry helmets and bucklers, and ufe bows, arrows, 
darts, lances, and broad fwords. Their f. ces are very 
ugly and tawny, and their hair black and difhevclled. 
Their drefs is a long loofe gown, made of dark coarfe 
cloth ; and over this they throw a cioak made of the fkins 
of lheep, or fome other animal. Their caps, which 
hang down to their eye-brows, are made of various flips 
of cloth or fur. Their fhocsare ma .eof only one piece 
of fkin, and are fewed about the ancles in a clumfy 
manner. Their food is the flefh of their numerous 
herds, and milk. They fpare neither ape, fex, or con- 
dition, but rob all alike, and even plu.tdur their vejy 
neareft relations, whofe children they fell without the 
leaft remorfe. They oblige all merchants to pay them 
tribute, and, if ftrong enough, rob them of every thing, 
which occafions the caravans always to have a powerful 
efcort. There are as many petty lords, called Myrzas, 
as towns. From among thefe a chief is felected, called 
SbamkaL On the death of the Sbamkal, the manner of 
election is thus : The Myrzas aflemble in a ring, in 
the middle of which ftands the prieft, who throws a 
golden ball among them at random, and he that firft 
touches it is duly elected. His power, however, is 
limited by the others, nor is he much refpected. Thefe 
Tartars are fometimes confounded with Lefgee, who 
are a different people, though near neighbours. Tarchu, 
the capital of this country, is fituated on the weftern coaft 
of the Cafpian Sea, about forty miles north of Derbent. 
It confifts of about 1000 wooden houfes, built after the 
Perfian manner, but in a more humble ftile. 

Mount Caucafus, which lies between the Euxine 
and Cafpian Seas, is one of die higheft mountains, or 
rather chain of mountains, in the univetfe. Innume- 
rable fir trees are found upon it. It is full of terrible 
rocks, hideous precipices, difmal caves, &c. Paths 
have been cut through it with immenfe labour, for the 
convenience of paflengers, but by reafon of the fteep- 
nefs, they are difficult to pafs even in fu miner ; but in 
winter much more lb, on account of the v a ft quantities 
of ice and (how. The higheft parts are covered with 
fnow all the year, which makes the paflage exceedingly 
dangerous in windy weather ; for the clouds of fnow, 
when driven by hurricanes, have been known to over- 
whelm whole companies of men and horfes. The paf- 
fage quite acrofs the mountain is 120 miles in extent. 
By the way are feveral villages, well fupplied witli pro- 

vilions : for the foil of thefe aftonifhing mountains is 
fruitful, and produces plenty of corn, wine, fruits, ho- 
ney, cattle, &c. whicn is principally attributed to the 
richnefs of the manure yielded by the fnow. The in- 
habitants h.ivcftore of poultry, eggs, pulfe, bread, &c. 
They breed hogs, whole flefh is very fat and delicious. 
Though fubjeci to the Ottoman Porte, they call them- 
fclves Chriltians, but are, in reality, little entitled to 
that epithet. 

The Euxine Sea was only deemed a lake by the an- 
cients. It is by the moderns ufually called the Black 

S r Sea* 
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Fca» though Tourncfoit, a French writer, obferve;., 
that it has nothing blac k but the name. It extenus 
about 900 miles from call to weft, and about 3&0 from 
north to fouuVin ibme parts, but lefs in breadth in 
others. It is encompaffed by Cnm Tartary and Cir- 
caflia on the north ; Anatolia, or Afia Minor, on the 
ibuth ; Turkey in Europe on the welt ; and Georgia on 

the eaft. . . , . 

None but the lurks are permitted to navigate this 

Tea, though infinite advantages would redound to the 
Porte, if "it was open to the Franks, as' the Ottomans 
are very unfkilful mariners, know little of navigation, 
are without charts, and do not under ft and the com pals. 

As this lea hath no communication with the Mediter- 
ranean, and receives many larger rivers into its botom, 
its waters are frclher and' clearer than thoi'e of molt other 
feas. 1 he principal rivers which fall into it are the 
Danube, the Don or Tanais, the Niepcr, the Pafis, 
and the Neifler. The Euxine Sea joins the Paulus Mcuo- 
tis, or Sea of Azoph, by the Straits of Calfa, which 
the ancients termed Bofphorus Cimmei ius. 



SECTION V. 

TURCOMANIA, or ARMENIA MAJOR; and 

ARMENIA MINOR. 

Situation. Climate. Defcription of the Cities of Arzentm, 

Cars, lrvan, and Zulpha. 

TURCOMANIA is bounded on the north by 
Georgia, on the fouth by Mefopotamia, on the 
eaft by Perfia, and on the well by Cappadocia and the 
Lefler Armenia, from which it is feparated by the Eu- 
phrates. It is about 300 miles in length, and 100 in 
breadth, extending horn 38 deg. 20 min. to 42 deg. 
north latitude i and from 39 to almoft 42 deg. eaft 
longitude. 

This country is, in general, exceedingly mountain- 
ous, not but fome fine dales and plealant vallies are in- 
terfperfed among the hills. The country, however, 
produces nothing, without the molt indefatigable in- 
duflry. The inhabitants are forced to cut tfenches, in 
order to water it; and even many fpots are wateied by 
hand > in manner of gardens. But after ail, every kind 
of grain is but indifferent. The wine is likewife bad. 
The cold is very intenfe here, and the fruit extremely 
backward. Snow form times fills in June j but the 
hills arc covered with it all the year round. We arc 
informed by authentic ai.cicnt writers, that I.aicullus, 
who commanded the Roman army in Armenia, was 
aflonifhcd to find the whole country covered with inow 
at the autumnal equinox. Indeed, the fc verity of the 
weather was liich, that he loll abundance of his troops 
by the cold. 

Modern travellers likewife tell us, that, in the middle 
of July, ice is found every morning about the fprings ; 
yet while the fun is up the weather is very warm. 

'I hey have a fingular method of ploughing the land. 
Ten or a dozen oxen are put to one plough. The l ur- 
rows are made exceeding deep,, to prcferve the fe< d 
from the intenfe told, and to intermingle the foil of the 
fuiface, which is Candy and dry, with the more humid 
canh that lies beneath. Yet the land is lb impregnated 
with fait and nitre, that the roots of every thing would 
be burnt up, if a profufion of water was not every where 
ufed to meliorate the hear. 

The rivers which water this country are the Cyrus, 
I .yens, Phafis, Araxis, Tigris, and Euphrates. The 
mountains ai e Ararat, the Paryadra:, MaruliiiN, Anti- 
Tauris, Abus, Niphates, Motchick, and Gordyar.m 
mountains. 

i laving, under the head of Perfia, given an account 
of the religion, iiilloms, and ceremonials of the Ar- 
menians, we llvall theiefore only obfeive, that they 
fpeak two language, which are diilinguifhcd by the 



appellations ofvulg.tr and learned. The former is Un 
deritoodby the Armenians in general; but to be well 
veiled in the latter i:> deemed a great accompHil» Jntm 
as it is only found in their ancient manufcripts, and. 
ufed in the perf a n .ance of divine fervice. Thcyp rc . 
tend that it bca.s no affinity to any other oiiental kii. 
guage, but is i u; crier to thern all, being more ener^-. 
tic, cxpicflive, and elegant, and comprifing not only 
all the common, but all the technical terms of cheoW/. 
and the various aits and fciences. If what theyafTert is 
true, it only evinces tliat the Armenians were formerly 
much more learned and polifhed than they are at pa. 
lent. 

The Armenian merchants are, in general, men of 
probity and polite nefs. They manage all the trade uf 
the Lxvant, and ai e, in fa£t y the greateit merehants in 
the univeile. They fpread themfclves over the princ'u 
pal parts of the woild, as many are to be found in Italy, 
France, Germany, Holland, England, &c. and in the 
dominions of the Great Mogul, all over the Tuikifh 
and Pciiian territories, in Siam, Java, the Philippine 
Illands, and all parts of the eaft> China excepted. The 
Armenians ltrike their bargains in the following lingular 
manner : Several pieces of money are put upon a ta- 
ble, or any convenient place ; the buyer and feller then 
difpute with great feeming earneftnefs about the price 
of the commodity, the buyer offering the money to the 
feller, who pufhes it away apparently with much indig, 
nation, and the fquabble has fuch an appearance of ill 
humour, that a itranger would be led to imagine, it 
certainly mult terminate in blows. The whole, how. 
ever, is a cuttomary affectation, and when the broker, 
who is always prefent at this farce, thinks that an equit- 
able price is offered, he fqueezes the feller's hand nil 
he-roars out, which is a token that he accepts the buyer's 
terms. 

The capital city of Turcomania is called Arzerum, 
or Fazeron. It ishtuated on the northern extremity of 
the province, about ten days journey from the frontiers 
of Perfia, and five from the Black Sea. It is the resi- 
dence ofaTuikiln bafoaw, is defended by agoodcullie, 
and has a ftrong garrifon of janiffaries, commanded by 
anaga. It contains about 1 8 ,000 Turks, who, in ge- 
neral, purchafc of the bafhaw the name and privileges 
of janiflaries, or a difpenfation for committing all kmus 
of diibrders with impunity. The pay of a jamlforv 
fiou the government is from about two-pence half- 
penny to ten-pence per day. In this city about 8000 
Armenians, and 500 G reeks, refide. The Armenians 
have two churches, fevcral monalterics, and a biihop. 

Arzerum is a place of great trade, which principally 
confills of. copper and brafs wares, the ore of which is 
found in the neighbouring mountains ; printed calhtos, 
red and yellow leather, filk, madder, caviare, gall 
nuts, and beautiful furs, particularly fables. It is like- 
wife a repoiitory foi vail quantities of merchandise, 
which come from the halt Indies, and a great tho- 
roughfare. All who go from hence to Perha, except 
Turks, pay a capitation tax of five crowns, and live 
percent, for all fpecie which they cany with them. 
Kvery itranger who enters the town is obliged to pay 
five crowns, and all merchandize is taxed at nine per 
cent, fix of which goes to the Grand Seignior, and lUrrc 

10 the beglerberg. . 

Fuel is very fcarce, which is a gieat inconvenience 
in a place where the winters are lb levere. In lien <> 
wood, they are under the necefflty of iubllituiing eov- 
dung to burn. The fummeis are Ihoii and hot; 
the country near Arzerum is tolerably fertile, but \>">- 
duccs no good wine. The wheat is lipe in about tv.o 
months after it is lown, and the barley in about i«>«r 
weeks. In the neighbourhood of this city a vait qi in- 
rity of poppies grow, out of which the l urks c> lM 
their opium. The caviare is made of the fpawn 
flurgeons bi ought fiom the Cafpian Sea, where in» 
filh aie remarkably fine i yet it is inferior to that m..u* 
near the Baltic. 

The 
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The piles of cow-dung, which is made into turfs, 
At he perpetual burning of that excrement, occaf 
frent throughout the city which is Very otfenfive to 
% ers Every thing you eat or drink, even the very . 

am is tainted with this vapour; yet travellers afiTert 
C hat there are coals in the neighbouring hills, hut the 
' habitants neither underftand their nature, or how to 
r for them. The water is excellent, rivulets of which 
un through moll of the ftreets, but the wine arid 
brandy are difficult to be got at, though they arc abo- 
minably bad when procured, for the fale of them is 
flxidtly prohibited. The Greeks are obliged to in- 
habit the fuburbs, becaufe, being tinkers, they make 
fuch a perpetual clattering with the hammer, that it 
would diftuib the tranquillity of the Turks, who are lb 
very delicate and indolent, that they cannot bear the 
thoughts of a noify trade'. This city lies in 40 deg. of 

north lat. and 41 deg. 1 5 m > n - eaft longitude. 

About fix miles from the above city there is a fmall 
village called FJija, which contains only a few houfes 
built with mud, but is famous for an excellent bath, 
which is a neat octagonal building. The bafon is alfo 
of an octagonal form,, and throws out two gu flies of 
water as thick as a man's body. The Turks are con- 
tinually flocking hither from Arzerum to bathe. 

Qn the lake Van, or Wan, which is one of the largeft 
in Afia, there is a city of the fame name, fi mated in 
38 deg. 12 min. north latitude, and 44 deg. 55 min. 
eaft longitude. It is large, and ftands at the foot of a 
high craggy mountain, on which there is a fortrefs 
deemed impregnable,' that commands the town and 
country, and lias a ftrong Tin kifli garrifon. The lake 
produces a variety of. fine fifh, particularly one of the 
pilchard kind, great quantities of which are exj>orted 
to many diftant places, as well as contained at home, 
being ufed in fauces, and eaten in the fame manner as 

anchovies. The lake is 150 miles in circumference, 
receives many rivers into its bofom, and contains feve- 
ral iflands : two of thefe iflands, viz. Lirndafi and Ada- 
reton, are considerable, each having little villages and 
a monaftery of Armenian monks. 

Cars, or Kars, or, as the Turks call it, Azcm, is in 
40 deg. north latitude, and 43 deg. 20 min. cart: longi- 
tude, about 105 miles north of Arzerum. Being the 
laft Turkifli town towards the Perfian frontiers, it is 
defended by a ftrong caftk built upon a fteep rock 
Behind is a valley watered by a river, which difcharges 
ltfelf into the Arpagl, and thefe two rivers unite in di- 
viding the two empires. The city is almoft fquare, 
and about half as big as Arzerum, but is neither po- 
pulous or handfome. All Grangers have two rhinos to 
dread, viz the extortions of the Tuikifh officers, and 
the depredations of robbers. The houfes are mean 
and in a ruinous condition. The bafla of Car is fub- 
jeft to the governor of Arzerum. The country about 
it, though naturally fertile, is but very little cultivated. 

he lurks here have all private wells or citterns, f.om 
a luperftitious notion, that the Chriftians, who aie much 
nwc numerous than the Mahometans, pollute 1 he pub- 

- waters and render then unfit for a true MuftuU 
iM.il) to life. 

Irvan, Krivan, or Chirvan, is firuated in 40 d«ff. 
nX , , n-7 7 , tafl ," r A ™'"> -ml Ims been alter- 

witc , r*' lw,t . ,H ln,ilr aml vv, y t( 'W" 

mv fiJft ° r,Vcrs » aml dM " nfiKlih«i.irin K country 
n IE of nL 1 f ,m ¥ ort i' M " t '' an<1 thr f ' (>lfil ''«tion S arc 

<W 7,*,, ''' y ™ ould 0vcr the rivers 

,ll:: n >* et ! c .. « ? fi'« bridge of (our arches. The 



* , • > Wl piazza, j.s namuome, and 

^ or nwktt, edacious. The baths aud ca- 



ravanferas, as well as the governor's palace,, are elegant 
and capacious buildings. The river Zengeric iflues 
from the lake of Erivan, which is about 25 miles in 
circumference, and contains an ifland, with an Arme- 
nian monaftery, the monks of which lead a life un- 
commonly auftere, never ipeaking to each other but 
four times a year. Though the lake which furrounds 
them is plentifully fupplied with moft excellent fifh, 
and their little ifland abounds with a variety of deli- 
cious fruits, they muft not touch either, except on the 
four times when they are permitted to fpeak to each 
other. All the reft of the year they are obliged to live 
upon herbs and roots, and even thofe muft not be ob- 
tained by cultivation, but fuch as aie the fpontaneous 
produce of nature are to be felected. Near Krivan is 
another famous monaftery called the Three Churches, 
which is the rcfidence of the great patriarch of the 
Armenians, under whom are feveral archbifhops, 
who have each four or five fufTragans. The archbi- 
fhops, as well as the fuftragans, ufually refide in fome 
monaftery, over which they have a jurifdi&ion. Every 
Armenian, above the age of fifteen, is obliged to pay 
five-pence annually to the great patriarch, whofe reve- 
nue amounts to about 6oo 3 ooo crowns : he is, how- 
ever, out of this fum, obliged to pay a confiderablc 
tribute to the Porte, and to give alms to many poor 
Armenians. 

N&ckfivan ftands about feven leagues from thcA- 
raxes. It was formerly called Artaxara, and was the 
refidence of the ancient Armenian kings. It is built 
upon a plain which Hannibal gave to king Artaras, who 
then made it the capital of all Armenia. The cele- 
brated battle between Lucullus and Mithridates was 
fought near it. This city contains many public baths, 
coffee- houfes, handfome ftreets, &:c. It is in 39 deg». 
north latitude, 75 dee. 55 min. eaft longitude, and 
ftands about 63 miles fouth of Erivan. 

Zulpha, or Old Zulpha, to diftinguifh it fi om New 
Zulpha, in Perfia, ftands on the Araxes, which begins 
to be navigable about fix miles below the town. It 
was from this province that the famous Shah Abbas 
carried 70,000 families to help to re-people fome of 
the depopulated parts of his own kingdom. He fettled 
part of them in the province of Ghilan, and the reft at 
Upahan, but many of the former died by means of the 
feverity of the climate. Shah Abbas enjoined thefe 
captivated Armenians to apply themfelves to traffick, 
and gave them great privileges and encouragement I 
fo that their pofterity are not only fome of the richeft 
people in Perfia, but are the moft diftinguiihed mer- 
chants in thofe parts, * trading to the Levant, and many- 
other parts of Afia, and correfponding with the mer- 
chants of moft commercial nations. About Zulpha 
are feveral Armenian monafteries, the monks of which 
are Roman Catholics of the dominical order. Many 
young Armenians are lent to Rome to be educated, 
who, on their return, fill the vacancies that may have 
happened in the monafteries. The diftricV of Zulpha 
contains about 6000 people, who are chiefly Roman 
Catholics, and do not in the leaft differ in their worth ip 
from thofe of Europe, except that mafs is celebrated 
in the Armenian initcad of the Latin tongue. Their 
archbilhop is chofen by themfelves, but he is obliged 
to go to Rome to be confirmed by the nope before he 
can officiate. The monks of one of the monafteries 
pretend that St. Matthew and Sr. Bartholomew fuffered 
martyrdom there, which induces great numbers both 
of Chriftians and Mahometans to re fort thither. At 
the foot of a high mountain near Zulpha are fome me- 
dicinal fprings, which are celebrated for many virtues, 
but more particularly for curing thofe that are bit by 
any venemous creatures. 

Armenia Minor is at prcfent of no great importance, 
though it wasfoimerly very tonfiderable, being bound- 
ed on the eaft by the Euphrates, which parted it from 
Armenia Major ; on the fouth by mount Taurus, and 
on the weft and north by a long chain of mountains 
called Anti-Taurus, Aimnus, 6cc. It is in general a, 

mountainous 
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mountainous country ; but in fome places there arc 
fruitful vales, abounding with olives, vines, &:c. A nis 
country was a part 

of Cappadocia till the reign of An- 
tiochus the Great, when Zadriades and Artaxias feizing 
on Armenia, and adding it to fome of the neighbour^ 
provinces, introduced the diftindtion of Armenia the 
Greater and Lefler. In the Roman times it was divided 
into four provinces, viz. Laviana, Mariana, Aravena, 
and Melitene, which contained the following cities, 
Melitene, Nicopolis, Garnace, Arabyflfus, Dafcufa, 
Zimara, and Ladana. The manners, cuftoms, &c. 
of the people, always were, and ftill are, the fame as 
thole ot Armenia Major. 

It is imagined that Armenia was firft peopled by the 
immediate defendants of Noah. It then became a 
kingdom, and remained fo till it was fubdued by the 
Perfians. It was afterwards porTcffed by the immediate 
fucceflbrs of Alexander the Great. Then conquered 
by the Romans. About the year 6&7 the Saracens 
made themfelves mailers of it, and held it till they were 
deprived of it by the Tartars and Turks, from whom 
it had the name of Turcomamia. 

It was on mount Ararat, in Armenia, tharthe ark of 
Noah rcfted j but on what particular part geographers 
and hiftorians are not agreed. The Armenian monks 
tell many fabulous ftories, which are not worth repeat- 
ing, concerning it. M. Tourncfort tells us that the 
afcent is not only difficult and tedious, but even dan- 
gerous, through the ruggednefs of fome parts, and 
deep fands of others not to mention the danger from 
the beafls of prey. The horrid precipices are beheld 
with terror, even by the guides themfelves. The filia- 
tion of Ararat was, however, very convenient for the 
fons of Noah to proceed to the land of Shinaar v as the 
diftance is but trifling. 



section vr. 

DIARBEC IN GENERAL 



THrS divifion of Turkey in Afia, in its largeft 
extent,, comprehends the provinces anciently 
called Chaldea, Babylonia, Aflyria, and now termed 
Diarbec, properly fo called, Yerach, Irac Arabic, or 
Eyface Arabic, and Curdiftan. It extends about 600 
miles along the banks of the Euphrates and Tigris, 
from mount Taurus on the north, to the Perfian Gulph 
On the fouth. The breaddi in fome places is 300, and 
in others 1 £0 miles* The air is exceedingly temperate 
and fe*ene, unfeorched by exceffive heats, and not in- 
commoded by fevere frofts. The country produces 
filk, and is fertile, with very little cultivation, being 
rich in grain, fruits, and pafturage. Numerous flocks, 
and abundance of cattle, feed on the latter. Indeed, 
in fome parts there arc confiderable uninhabited de- 
fer ts. 

The celebrated rivers Euphrates and Tigris Mow 
through dus country, and not only fupply it with excel- 
lent fifh, but contribute exceedingly to its beauty and 
fertility. The Tigris riics in the Armenian mountains, 
and acquired its name from its rapidity i for that word 
in the Median language implies a dart or arrow. It 
paflVs through the lake Arcthufa, and afterwards fink- 
ing into the earth, riles again on the other fide of mount 
Taurus. That it is the ikme river hath been evinced 
by a variety of cxperimentSi for things thrown in on 
one fide are brought up on the other. It proceeds 
tiom thence to the lake Thefpires, but often links un- 
der ground by the way, particularly in one place, where 
it hides i tie If (or the fpacc of twenty-five mil< s, and then 
bi calving up to the fui face of the earth, it proceeds with 
great rapidity. Between AiTyria and Mefupotamia it 
receives fevcral rivers into its bofoin i and below Bag- 
dad it brandies into two channels, which both dileirt- 
bogue themfelves into the Euphrates, and by that means 
folia an i fluid* 



The Euphrates, which is the mod confiderable river 
In Afia, hath its fource in mount Taurus ; proceeding 
wefterly, it crofles Turcomania % then turning fbuth 
ward, it divides Syria from Diarbec. Afterwards run- 
ning along the weftcrn limits of Arabia Deferca, j t wa " 
ters a great number of towns, 2nd then flows fmoothly 
to tlie city of Aria, where the reflux or tides of the p er . 
fian Gulph difturb its ftream, and difcoknir its waters 
though ninety miles diftant from it. At about fixty 
miles from the Perfian Gulph it unites with the Tigris'. 
In e;eneral rt flows gently, and waters a great number 



of fertile and delightful plains. Its banks are embellifo. 
ed with perpetual verdure, and adorned by many trees 
particularly palms. It is neither deep nor wide, ex- 
cept when the mefeing of the fnows on the Armenian 
mountains occafion rt to fwelL The waters are deemed 
exceedingly falubrious- 

Diarbec, as a frontier prorinee towards Perfia, U 
always welt guarded r yet fuch ifr the tyranny of the 
TuFkim government,, and the indolence of the people, 
that the cauuery is very little cultivated,, and not popu- 
lous. The divifions of this province, as Well as ot all 
the others belonging to the Turkifh empire, are inro 
beglerber gates and bafhawftyps. Thefe are fubdivided 
into iangiaclhips, inferior to which are the ziamejs and 
timaroits. 

SECTION VII. 
DIARBEC PROPER, or MESOPOTAMIA. 

Dejerifti$n of its fever al Crties. 

DIARBEC Proper, or, dfe the Arabs call it, the 
Ifland,. from its being fituated between two rivers, 
ia governed by a beglerberg, under whofe jurifdidtion 
twelve farsgiacs act. 

The capital of this province is the city of Diarbec, 
fituated in 37 deg. 35 min. north latitude ; and 40-deg. 
50 min. caft longitude. It is encompafted by two 
walls, the outermoft of which is defended by 72 towers. 
There are but three gates. Over that towards the weft 
fome Latin and Greek inferiptions are feen, though 
many of the letters are almoit obliterated. The name, 
however, of Conftanrine is vifibje, and frequently re- 
peated, which gives occafiom to fuvmi&j, that it was 
ekher originally built, or greatly repaired and- improv- 
ed, by that emperor. The Tigris forms a half moon 
about it; and from its wall to the water fide there is * 
deep precipice. It contains about 20,000 inhabitants, 
and, upon the whole, is one of the moft commercial, 
ftrong, opulent, *nd populous cities of all Altaic 
Turkey. It is fupplied wkh water from the 'Iigiifc 
by means- of an artificial canal, and embelltlhed vuth 
many noble piazzas or market places, ami other ele- 
gant buildings, particularly a ibacious grand molque, 
which was once a Chrrftian church. On the fides ot 
die river are feveral caravanferas or inns: and near the 
town is a chapel, in which the Turks affirm that Job 
lies buried. About a league from the city the i igrb J» 
fordablc : neverthelefs du re is a Rone bridge over this 
very parr, on account of the foods, which are occa- 
lioned by the exceffive rains and melted fnows, and 
which often render the ford impaflablc. 1 lie neigh- 
bouring country is plcafant and fertile. The pigeons 
are larger and more delicate than any in Europe. 
meat, bread and wine are admirable, and the fiuits de- 
licious* 

The men are moire affable here, and the women ire 
treated with much more politenefs, and have B rl j?^ 
indulgence granted them, than in any other part o 
Tnrkith empire. The chief mamifaftoi ies rar [ lct, J rj 
here arc dying, drclftng, and tanning, particularly g£ 
fkin, whic h is commonly known by the name of 1 w^Z 
leather, of which immenfe quantities ate vended m ' 
parts of Afia and Kuropr : they likewifc dye »"<"*" IS 
cotton to great perfection. The waters ot the 1 h 
are laid to be admirably adapted to dyeing, ana 
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> he leatter a finer grain, and linen and cotton a live- 
the ie»».» h waters. 

n£wSwhJ is governor of this city is exceed- 
Th 1^1 and ufually has a body of 20,090 ca- 
Kufto command^ that he may be the better 
val 7i reoel the incurfions of the Curdes and Tar- 
t Ts who! iSeat companies of horfe, attack and rob 

^TdWoMoM, or Moufful, ftands on the banks 
fJLp Tiorfis, and is fituated in 36 deg. 59 mm. north 
fide, and 43 <*g. eaft longitude oppofite to the 
ruins of the ancient city of Nineveh. It is furrounded 
b v handfome (tone walls and is very fpacious, being 
«Lut a league in circumference ; but the number of in- 
habitants are not proportionable to the extent. The 
neoole have great commercial conne&ions with the in- 
habitants of Bagdad, and the merchants of Curdeftan. 
Caravans likewife pafs through it to and from Perfia. 
The bafliaw, whofe refidence is in the cattle, has always 
,ooo men under his command. It is fingular that the 
foil on the city fide of the river is exceedingly barren, 
but on the oppofite it is very fertile. The heat is fo 
exceflive in fummer, that none go out of doors from 
two hours after fun rife, till an hour after fun fet. There 
is likewife a malignant and dangerous wind called fa- 
w iel y which often blows from hence to Surat, and is 
fuppofed to be the fame wind mentioned in Job. It is 
impregnated with little ftreaks of fire as fmall as hairs, 
which immediately kill thofe who breathe or inhale * 
them, and turn them as black as a coal. When the 
people perceive them coming, they fall flat on their 
faces, and fome times efcape. This wind is felt chiefly 
on the banks of the river, but not on the water, and is 
deemed to proceed from fulphurous vapours, which are 
kindled by agitation. Independent of this wind, the 
hot air is often dangerous, and injures the lungs, in- 
flames the blood, and parches the fkin, or raifes it into 
blifters, and occafions it to peel off". On this account 
travellers wear a kind of mafk, made of foft black crape, 
to prefcrve their eyes, But if, after all their precau- 
tion, they become inflamed, the affiicled perfon anoints 
them with a mixture of fugar and long pepper fifted very 
fine, and made into a falve. 

Rika, or Racha, ftands on the Euphrates, in 35 deg, 
58 min. north latitude, and 39 deg. 50 min. eaft lon- 
gitude, about 105 miles ibuth-weft of Diarbec. The 
bafhaw, who refides in the caftle, has a garrifon of 
12,000 fpah is. It is, however, but a mean town, and 
contains nothing to merit description, 

Orpha, or Orfa, lies in 37 deg. 16 min. north lati- 
tude, and 39 deg. 1 5 min. call longitude \ and is fituat- 
ed at the head of the river Scirtas, on the eaft fide of 
river Euphrates, and about fixty miles from it. The 
inhabitants affirm that it was the place where the city 
EdcfTe flood, and where Abrah am dwelt. The city is 
furrounded by a good ftone wall, and is about two 
leagues in compais ; but the houfes in general are de- 
KTted, and in a ruinous condition ; anil thofe that are 
inhabited are but low and ill built. Upon the whole, 
jne place refernbles more a wildernefs than -a metropo- 
Jlfkpugh Tavernier is inclined to deem it the capital 
of Mesopotamia. The inhabitants carry on a great 
tr.uk' in fome excellent tapeftries and yellow leather. 
Inc neighbouring country is exceedingly rich in corn, 
*»nc, fnms, &c. The city is governed by a becler- 



J 



^rg, who has 140 janiflaries, ami 600 fpahis, under 
niB command, to awe the Arabian freebooteis. Several 
'icalant gardens furround the walls of the city, and arc 
watered by fmall artificial canals, which flow through 
ms liom one that is pretty large. In the time of our 

n,m7 r i , S Clt y anJ territory had a prince of Use 
named Agbarus, 

t i-ili T Bccr » is in 37 deg. 15 min. north latitude, 
tho n 1 m,n - caft teiigitudc- It is fituated on 

fcniL i k° ahlM to thec;lft of th« Euphrates, and de- 
the It y tW °. oU Cil(llcs > dw (>nc on ^ land fide, and 
fifU u n the bunks of thc ri vcr. The garrifon con- 

,uu °* about 200 jaaiflar"' 0 < 5L.u:. 
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manded by a fangiac. The houfes extend from the river 
fide to the top of the hill, where the caftle is placed;, 
the walls of which are in a ruinous condition. On the 
oppofite fide is a noble, capacious, ftrong, and well 
guarded caravanfera. The Euphrates is here about a 
mile broad, and its current fmooth, fb that it is a kind 
of ferry from Syria. Caravans are not allowed to enter 
the city, but are obliged to pafs through a difficult road 
by the fide of.it, in order to gain a caravanfera on the 
top of a hill. At night the officers come to receive the 
cuftoms from all, except thofe who have faddle horfes t 
Here are all kinds of provifions in plenty, particularly 
bread, wine, and fifh. The neighbouring territory is 
pleafant, fertile, and well - cultivated, except to the 
eaftward. where it is rough, hilly, and rather fterile. 

In Diarbec are a few other lefs confiderable cities and 
towns, namely, Geriza, in 37 deg. 30 min. north lat. 
and 39 deg. 10 min. eaft longitude. It is fituated on 
an ifland of the Tigris ; the word Geriza fignifying an 
ifland in the Arabic language. It is a fmall but rich 
commercial city, where a great number of merchants 
meet to carry on a trade in tobacco and gall-nut, which 
are plentifully produced in the mountains of Taurus. 
They make no wine, but dry all their grapes fgr raifins; 
The city is governed by a bey. 

Amadia, or Amad, is about feventy-two miles eaft 
from Geriza, and the fame weft from Moful. Zibin, 
in the midway between Orpha and Moful, is a tolerable 
town, fituated on an afcent. It is furrounded with good 
walls and ditches, well fuppljed with fprings and foun-. 
tains, and furnifhed with good (lore of provifions. 

Nifbin, or Nafbin, about thirty-five miles from the 
Tigris, is thc refidence of a Turkifti fangiac. The city 
is divided into two wards, each on an eminence,- with a 
large track of ploughed land between* This gives it a. 
pretty appearance at a diftance ; though both wards, in 
reality, are fcarce Worthy of the name of a fmall village. 
However, arches, gates, and the remains of a noble 
church, are ftill vifible, which evince that its ancient 
fituation was far fuperior to its prefent. The foil js fer- 
tile; and, as the chief bufinefs of the inhabitants is agri- 
culture, the land is well cultivated, and the inhabitants 
plentifully fupplied with corn, wine, fruits, ore, 

Merdin, or Mardin, is fituated on the weft fide of 
the Tigris, between Moful and Bagdad, and about 
twenty-five miles from Diarbec, in 37 deg, 15 min, 
north latitude, and 40 deg. eaft longitude. It is about 
five miles in circumference, furrounded by a ftrong 
wall, and defended by an excellent caftle of about a mil* 
in compafs, which is fituated upon an almoft inaccefti- 
ble rock. The caftle abounds in fine fprings, and even 
contains corn-fVlds. It is the refidence of a fangiac, 
and a garrifon of 400 janiflaries, and 200 fpahis. It* 
ftrcngth is iuch, that Tamerlane the Great was obliged 
to abandon it, after having invefted it for near three 
years. The Turks have the following proverb coni 
ccrning its impregnability ; (t To attempt to take 
Mcrflin is like making figns to the blind." The city 
is well built, adorned with many noble houfes, and a 
fine fountain, the waters of which come from the citadel. 
The manufactures are filk, cotton, and gold and filver 
fluffs. The air is temperate and ferene ; the territory 
rich and fruitful. Many Chi iftians inhabit the city, 
and have an arch bi (hop fubjeel: to thc patriarch of Antiocn, 

SECTION VIII, 

EYRACA - ARABIC, or IRACK - ARNBI, the 

Ancient CHAMPA. 

XHE province called by the Turks Eyraca- Arabic, 
Yerack, or Irack-Arabi, ami antjently termed 
tar, Babylonia, and Chald&a, lies between 30 and 
40 deg. north latitude 1 and is bounded on the north 
by Diarbec j on the wv ft by the deferts of Sham ; on 
the louth partly by the fame defer ts, and thofe of Ara- 
bia) and on the* eaft by Sufiana, and the Median and 
Aflyrian mountains. 

T t Tho 
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The name of ChaWaea is derived from the Chaklac- 
ans, and that of Babylonia originates from the tower of 
Babel. The air of this country is, in general, very fc- 
rene and temperate* but, at certain times, it is fo ex- 
tremely dangerous, and the heats fo exccflive, that for- 
merly many of the inhabitants ufed to deep in citterns 
of water j and this pernicious practice is at prcfent not 
entirely discontinued. The inhabitants are Sometimes 
vifited by the peftilential wind already mentioned in our 
defcription of Moiul, and which has fo much excited 
the attention of modern travellers and philofophers. 
As they have no rain for eight months in the year, the 
land is watered from the Euphrates and other rivers, by 
means of a great number of engines, admirably cons- 
tructed for that purpofe. Sometimes it hath not rained 
for the fpace of two years and a half; and the inhabi- 
tants are thoroughly Satisfied if it only rains thrice an- 
nually, as that is Sufficient to anfwer all their purpofes. 

Herodotus informs us, that in the land of the A Avi- 
ans it very Seldom rained, and that, though the country 
bore great reSemblance to Egypt, yet it was not watered 
by the inundation of a river, but by the induftry and 
ingenuity of the inhabitants, which have rendered it 
one of the rineft and mod fertile countries upon the 
face of the earth. It certainly yields, in general, grain 
two hundred fold, and frequently three hundred: and 
its fertility is Such, that it would aftonifh a traveller 
who had Seen all the reft of the known world. The 
palms, particularly thofc oS the date kind, afford the 
inhabitants meat, wine, and honey. The millet and 
feSame ihoot up to the Size oS trees j and die barley and 
wheat have leaves of four fingers in breadth. They 
have neither olives or grapes; but the fefame is an ex- 
cellent Subftitute to furnifh oil where olives are want- 
ing, and the palm Supplies them with wine in lieu of 
grapes. 

Formerly the Tigris and Euphrates uSed to overflow 
in the months of June, July, and Auguft, and cover 
the whole country with water, and the inundations were 
ulually increafed by torrents oS melted Snow, which 
poured down from die Armenian mountains; but dioSc 
floods proving very detrimental in various cafes, the in- 
habitants guarded againft them, by cutting a great 
number of artificial canals, rivers, and rivulets, which 
they effected with infinite afliduity and labour. Thus 
the waters were properly drftributed, an eaSy communi- 
cation made between every part of the country, and 
the inhabitants univerSally benefitted. The pafture be- 
ing exceedingly rich, great numbers of cattle are fed, 
which not only plenrifully Supply the inhabitants widi 
meat, but with milk, butter, &c. 

This country is famous for the great plain of Shinaar, 
where the whole race of mankind were collected toge- 
ther after the flood, and from thence difperSed them- 
selves over the face of the earth ; for being the Seat oS 
the terreftrial paradiSe, as Some authors afhrm, but that 
opinion is denied by others; and for being the place 
wnere the tower of Babel was built, and the renowned 
city of Babylon, of which the veftiges, or what are fhewn 
for Such, are at preSentvery trifling. 

The firlr. foundation of Babylon is, by fome authors, 
afcribed to Semiramis, and by others to Belus. Who 
wni the founder is not material ; but it is certain Jiat 
Nebuchadnezzar was die perSon who railed it to that 
pinnacle of glory, as to become the principal wonder 
of thy world. The molt remarkable works therein 
were five, vi-/. the walls of the city, the temple ot Bc- 
Uis, the palace and the hinging gardens in it, the banks 
ot the uvei, and the artificial lakes and canals made to 
drain the river. 

The walls wnc Co miles in circumference, $ jo feet 
high, and 87 Sect thick. The city was in the Sunn of a 
itjuare, 15 miles each way. The walls were built of 
large bricks, cemented together widi a kind of gluti- 
nous ilnne found in the country, which is Superior to 
any lime, and glows much harder than the brick* them- 
Selves. They were encompalfed by a Urge ditch lined 
withUick, cemented by the fame kind oi bitumen, and 



. The earth Which was dug f rom h 
make the bricks for the walls, 



filled with water, 

ditch Served to tW4 LUL - wa u s ^ 

rtiayj therefore, Srom the aftonifhing magnitude of t! . 
walls, conceive the greatncSs of the ditch. An hunuV-i 
gates, made of Solid brais, Served as entrances to tj 
city; that is, -25 on each Side*. Between every two of 
theSe gates were chree towers, and Sour more at the m. 
gles ■, and three between each of the angles and the next 
gate on either Side. The towers were ail ten fecthMuf 
than the walis. From the 25 gates on each fide 01°^ 
great fquare, 25 ftreets went in right lines to the oppo- 
site gates ; So that the whole number of ftreets wue -T 
each being 1 5 miles long, cutting each other at riwn 
angles. 1 hus was the city divided into 676 iquarV 
The hcuSes were noble edifices ; and a branch of the 
Euphrates ran acroSs the city Sroin north to ibuth. J ft 
the middle there was a bridge. At each end of the 
bridge was a palace ; the old palace on the eait, and the 
new palace on the welt Side ot the river. The former 
took up Sour oS the Squares, and the other nine. The 
temple of Belus, which Itood near the old palace, took 
up another of thefe Squares. The old palace was four 
miles in circumSerence, and die new palace eight. The 
latter had three walls, one within another, and v.^ 
ftrongly fortified. In the latter, the hanging gardens 
were the greateft curiofity : they contained a Square of. 
400 feet, and were carried to the height of the wall of 
the city, by Several large terraces j and the aSccnt was 
from terrace to terrace, by Hairs of ten feet wide. This 
vaft pile was Suftaincd by arches built upon arches, and 
lirengthened by a wall of 22 Seet in thickncls, which 
Surrounded it on every Side. The gardens contained 
all kinds oS flowers, plants, and even large trees, Q a 
the upper terrace was an aqueduct, which Served to wa- 
ter the whole. 

To prevent the overflowing oS the Euphrates, which 
did gi eat damage, not only to the country, but to Ba- 
bylon itSelS, Nebuchadnezzar embanked the river with 
prodigious banks oS bitumen and bricks, and cut two 
canals to drain off the overflowings into the Tigris, be- 
fore they fhould reach Babylon. 

Babylon is repreSented by all the ancient authors as 
the largeft, the moft magnificent, and the moft popu- 
lous city, that ever was erected : but the prophecies 
mentioned in the Old Teftament, relating to thi,s city, 
once the wonder of the whole earth, are literally ful- 
filled : " Babylon is fallen, and become die den of 
wild beafts." 

The ancient ChakUean language differed from th« 
Hebrew, which was Spoken in Mesopotamia : but both 
tongues were blended togedier by means of the Jcwsv 
and mutually corrupting each other, their intermixture 
formed the prefent Syriac. 

The principal city of Eyraca- Arabic is Bagdad, or 
Baghdad, delightfully Situated in a fine plain, on the 
ealtern bank of the Tigris, and lies in 3 J deg. 20 min. 
north latitude, and 43 cleg, ealt longitude. It wis 
founded in the 145th year oftlie Hegjra, by the Caliph 
Almaniur, and is built upon the Same Spot where the an- 
cient Seleucia Hood. It was the Seat of noil ot the ca- 
liphs of the race of Al- Abbas. In the year of the i le- 
gira 656 it was taken by the Tartars, in whofc hands 
it remained till 1392, when Tamerlane the (ireat luh- 
dued it. USun Caiian, a Turkuman pi incv, conquer- 
ed it A. D. 1470. Shah ISmael, cmperoi of l'crlia, 
pofTeflcd himSclS oS it A. D. 1508. The Sovereignty 
of it was then contelled for above 100 years, between 
the PerSiaus and Turks. At length, A. I). i«J H » lt 
was totally Subdued by the Tuiks, under the ommund 
of Amu rath the 2d, and has remained in their lun*li 
ever Since. This city was formerly eiiibeihlhed by nun/ 
Superb palaces, and other mapniriccnt edilices, beluki 
a variety oS colleges,, and other Seminaries oS learning 
It was populous, opulent, and well fortified. The lan- 
guage was the moft pure and elegant Arabic, and the 
manners of the people the molt polite, as this city con- 
tained more learned men and uoble families, than^y 
other in the caLt. . 
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rhe Ottoman empire tow»rm u« 
r „,w>nred bv innumerable merchants and pafle 

6 S32S to and from Perfia into Syria, Paleftinc-, 
travelling tu , . fi 



Favpt, Natolia, &c. A bafla hath his refidence lu re, 
™ whom every pafTenger pays tribute, which annually 
duc£ a very capital fum. Befides Mahometans 
Ce are many Chriftians, who are publicly tolerated, 
d Tews feme of whom refide constantly in the place, 
but many others only come annually, in order to vifit 
the lepulchre of the prophet Ezekiel, which is about a 
day aAd a half's journey from the city. 

The pacha of Bagdad is ufually a vizir. The gar- 
rifon amounts to about 3000 men, and the city is near 
a mile and a half in length, and about half the fame 
in breadth. The walls are of brick (lengthened with 
towers, upon which are mounted 60 pieces of cannon, 
the largeft of which is not above a fix pounder. The 
pilgrims, who vifit Mecca by land, pais through Bag- 
dad, and pay four piaftres by way of tribute, which 
brings a very confiderable revenue to the Grand 
Seignior. 

The inhabitants of Bagdad are computed to amoiint 
to about 15,000. During the lummer the markets are 
kept in the night, and the inhabitants are obliged to 
lie on their terraces to avoid the exceflive heats : in- 
ftead of candles oil of naptha is burnt ; the women are 
allowed to go to the baths every Wednefday morning 
to wafh and perfume themfelves : on Thurfdays the 
married and unmarried are permitted to go to the fe- 
pulchres to pray for the dead. 

Curfa is fituated in 3 1 deg. 38 min. north latitude, 
and 44 deg. 57 min. eaft longitude, about 60 miles to 
the fouthward of Bagdad, and on the wed fide of the 
Euphrates : it was formerly a city of importance, be- 
ing the refidence of the caliphs after they bad quitted 
Damafcus, and before they had built Bagdad, but is 
now quite defolate. 

Traxt, on the Tigris, is a ftrong and well fortified 
town, having two caftles : it is about 42 leagues be- 
yond Bagdad. The Chaldean Apamea is fuppofed to 
have formerly flood here, 

Baflbra, or Bafrah, on the frontiers of Perfia, lies in 
30 deg. 17 min. north latitude, and 49 deg. 10 min. 
eaft longitude, being about 2^0 miles louth-caft from 
Bagdad, and 240 fouth wen: from Ifpahan: it was built 
in 636 by Omar the fecond caliph, in order to cut oft* 
the communication between Perfia and India. This 
city is twelve miles in circumference, opulent and po- 
pulous, but the buildings have nothing extraordinary 
in them, the houfes being only two (lories high, built 
with bricks dried in the fun, and flat on the tops. The 
city is built on a ftony foil, and the environs are bai- 
ten j but the circumjacent country is fo fertile and de- 
lightful, that it is deemed by the Arabians one of the 
four paradifes of the eaft. The inhabitants are fup- 
phed with water from the Euphrates by a canal, which 
«s capable of carrying veflcls of 50 tons burthen : there 
is a tortrefs at the mouth of it, which is about 45 miles 
diil ant fj om the fea* The whole country lies lb low 
that it would be fubicft to continual inundations, if a 
itout dyke or embankment did riot prevent thofe cala- 
mities. The hot winds are very troublelome, 



wing with them clouds of find from the neighbouring 

!r P i lS r lt ' S a P lare °f K rCat trade, and (warms with 
vclfcU from moll of the kingdoms of Ada and Europe. 
. 1 ne caravans to Mecca pafs through this citv, which 
» another fourcc of wealth. The duties on goods are 
™oi\t 5 per cent. The inhabitants con fill of Maho- 

rT t? a- 5 ' - ,eW8 ' Ncftoriano, Catholics, and ChaJdrcan 
^mitians, or Chriflians of St. John, who are pretty 
numerous. Thefe is a famous college here called the 
Mni'b'T ° f Ncz<im » f«*oni its founder Ne/am, AI- 
of I A Rrand vi * irof Shah Malac, the third fultan 
rL ™ n - ™ prcfent this city is a flourifhing feat of 

w Ci-' thou ^ il has fcwcr colleges than Damafcus, 
viiro. The horfes bought here arc very valuable, 



on account of their being able to travel with great ex j 
pedition, and to undergo incredible fatigue : they fell 
from 1000 to 2000 crowns. 

This city is fubject to art Arabian prince, who is tri- 
butary to the Grand Seignior. His revenues arife from 
the exchange of money for horfes and camels fold here, 
but chiefly from his palm-trees, of which he has a plan- 
tation of 90 miles in length. The manner of planting 
the palms being very lingular we fhall dfefcr'be it. 
bout 300 kernels are buried in the ground in the form 
of a pyramid, with the points of the kernels upwards, 
till the whole ends with a Angle kernel. The earth is 
then preflbd dole round it, and upon it. It is alTerted, 
that if the male and female palm are not planted clofe 
to each other they will not bear fruit; while others af- 
firm, that it may be made to bear by taking the bldf- 
foms from the male, and innoculating the female there- 
with at the top of the ftem. The income of the prince 
is fo great from money, horfes, camels, and dates, as 
to enable him to lay by annually 3^000,000 of livres, 
after all the expences of government^ and his tributary 
loan are defrayed. The prince gives liberty to perfons 
of all nations to trade here, and the police is fb well 
managed, that people are fafe in the ftreets at all hours 
of the night i the garrifon confifts of about 3000 ja- 
niftaries. In 1698 it is affirmed that the plague vifited 
this city, and fwept away 80,000 of the inhabitants. 

The following anecdote with which j amongfl others, 
we have been favoured by an ingenious correfpondent, 
who has vifited thefe parts, will tend to difplay the dif- 
pofition and manners of the people. 

It was cuflomary for the caravan frorh Perfia to 
Mecca to take conductors from a particular tribe en- 
camped in the environs of Baflbra, .(being on the fron- 
tiers of Perfia) whofe chief received a certain fum for 
guarding the caravan to Damafcus, and this tribe was 
one of the molt powerful and extenfive amongfl the 
Arabs. So lately as the year 1776 it happened that in 
the caravan which was to be conveyed from Baflbra CO 
Damafcus there was the daughter of a powerful Perfian 
prince, accompanied by a train of ladies, who were all 
very rich. The chief of the tribe obferving the great 
fplendor of this caravan, and the quality of the pil- 
grims, demanded a greater fum than ufual to conduct 
them, which they rerufed to pay* and addrefTed them- 
felves to the chief of another tribe, who agreed to 
conduct them for the ufual fum. They accordingly 
fet out from Baflbra j but when they were in the defert* 
which they were obliged to pafs, the chief of the firft 
tribe, with his followers, fuddenly fell upon tile caravan 
and its conductors, of whom they made great (laughter. 
They then dripped the pilgrims, not fparing even the 
daughter of the Perfian prince, and plundered the ca- 
ravan, leaving the travellers to purfue their journey to 
Damafcus, where they arrived in a miferable condition* 
One of the 1 company, a merchant, who but a few days 
before poflefled 500,000 piaftres, was reduced to afk 
charity. This adventure made the fortune of a French- 
man* who refided at Tripoli in Syria j for the princefs, 
being unable to borrow money from the Turks on ac- 
count of the hatred they bear the Perfians, the French- 
man generoufly offered her his purfe, which (lie ac- 
cepted, and after her return home from Mecca, her 
father remitted him not only the original fum he had 
advanced, but double intcreft, and fuch magnificent 
prefents that the Frenchman was ciuichcd for the re- 
mainder of his life. 

The Perfian prince fent an ambaflador to the Porte 
to complain of this daring facrilege (the caravans of 
pilgrims to Mecca having been held facrcd) and to de- 
mand fatis faction, but receiving only evnfive an fivers, 
he marched his troops to Baflbra, which he took ana 
plundered. The riches he ai nailed by this expedition 
were immenfe ; but not being latisfied he directed bis 
courfe to Bagdad, which he befieged, and kept it bloclc~ 
ed up for fix months, when the Grand Seignior agreed 
to give him ample fatisfaftion, and a peace was con- 
cluded. 

SECTION 
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SECTION IX. 
ASSYRIA or CURDESTAN. 

A SSYRIA, called by the Turks Curdeftan, or the 
A country of the Curdes, lies on the eaft fide of 
the Tigris towards Perfia, by which empire it is bound- 
,cd eafWd ; by the Tigris on the weft ; Eyraca- Arabic 
on the fouth, and Turcomania on the north. 

Towards the fouth it is not above 90 miles broad, 
but to the northward it extends near 100 miles from 
eaft to weft. From north to fouth it reaches from 53 
deg. 30 min. to 27 deg. 10 min. north lat. It was for- 
merly a fine fertile country, but having been frequently 
the feat of war between the Turkifli and Perfian em- 
pires, it has been greatly depopulated, and rendered 
almoft a wikiernefs. 

The country of AfTyria derives its name from Aliur, 
or Afliur, the fon of Shem, and grandfon of Noah. 
The firft great monarchy in the univerfe was founded 
here ; and here ftood the once magnificent city of Ni- 
neveh. It was built upon the Tigris, oppofite to where 
Moful at prefent ftancls. The walls were 60 miles in 
circumference, and fufliciently thick to admit three 
chariots to go a- bread upon them : they were flanked 
with 1150 turrets, each of which rofe a 00 feet above 
the walls. At a fmall diftance from the ruins there is a 
Turkilh mofque upon a hill, on the fpot where it is 
faid the prophet Jonas was buried. His tomb is al- 
ways covered with a rich carpet, and fome tapers and 
lamps are kept continually burning over it. Here two 
Turkifti priefts are continually employed to read the 
alcoran, which drav/s a great number of Turks, Per- 
fians, &c. to the place. 

In the territory between Nineveh and Bagdad are 
feveral hills of fulphur, to which fome travellers im- 
pute the pernicious qualities of the hot winds, or famiel, 
with which the country about Old Bagdad is particu- 
larly infected. There are likewife fome fulphurous 
hot baths at a village called Alchamam, which is about 
a day's journey from Moful ; and at Attendachi there 
is a hill, from which the Arabs dig gold. 

In the fame territory tamarifks, liquorice and fu • 
mach are produced in great plenty; the latter, together 
with fait, being infufed in water, gives it a red tinge, 
and renders it cool, tweet and falubrious : if taken in 
broth it is a remedy for the bloody flux. 

This part of the country is greatly infeftcd with wild 
hearts, particularly lions, jackalls, and ceracoulacks, 
or wild cats, which art remarkable for having large 
black ears of half a foot in length. Thofc who navi- 
gate the river in boats always go well armed on account 
of the lions, who will plunge into the water, ancj at- 
tack the paflengers with great fury. 

The wcllern (kirts of this province are waftied by the 
Tigris. Three other rivers, viz. the Lycus, Caprus, 
And Gorgus, flow through it at almoft equal diftances : 
the firft derives its name from a wolf ; the fecond from 
a goat; and the third is the Zerben of Pliny, 

The Curdes are fuppofed to be the lineal descendants 
of the ancient Chaldeans : they inhabit this country 
and fome parts of Perfia, and fubfift principally upon 
rapine and plunder. They are continually upon the 
watch for caravans, and when they meet with one, if 
they are ftrong enough, they ufually rob and murder 
the whole company. While the weather permits they 
dwell in tents upon the plains, and do not retire to the 
villages till the fnows compel them. They range from 
Moful to the Euphrates, and acknowledge no fub- 
jrcYion either to Turks or Perfuns. In fine weather 
they drive their herds and flocks about in fearch of 
pail u re, and while the men look out for plunder, the 
women manage the cattle, and make butter and chcefe. 
Their drink is either milk or water. The men ride 
upon veiy fine fwift hotfes, their only weapon being a 
lance : their tents are large, and made of coarfc brown 
cloth, that itTvvi likewili; fur a covering to their port- 
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able houfes, which are fquare, and made of cane I UIr 
dies. The floor is covered with mats, and ferves bmj 
for the purpofes of bed and table. When they fV 
move, they load their oxen with their wives, childre 
and houfes, the latter of which are taken to pieces f 0 ! 
that purpofe. They are very difagreeable to look ar" 
having fmall eyes, dark complexions, wide mouths* 
black hair, and ferocious afpefe : neverthelefs theyaie 
very (tout and nimble, and, while children, ufually 
naked, which renders them very hardy. 

Cherefoul, the capital of Curdeftan, is fi mated in 16 
deg. north latitude, and 45 deg. eaft longitude, and i $ 
about 150 miles north of Bagdad. The houfes an- all 
hewn out of a rock on the fide of a hill, which extendi 
a mile in length, and there is an afctnt to them of about 
twenty fteps. The bafhaw, or governor of the pro- 
vince, refides here, and hath feveral iangiacs under 
him. 

Abela is celebrated in hiftory for the famous battle 
fought in a plain near it, between Alexander the Great 
and Darius : it is in 35 deg. north latitude, and 77 deg, 
20 min. eaft longitude, and fituated between the Ca- 
prus and Lycus, or the two Zabs, as fome writers term 
thofe rivers. The natives fhew a mountain in die 
neighbourhood, where the ruins of a caftle are yet to 
be feen, in which, tradition fays, Darius ftood to lee 
the fuccefs of the battle. The mountain itfeif was 
named Nicatorius by Alexander, in commemoration of 
the above victory. 

Betlis is fituated in 37 deg. 55 min. north latitude, 
and 43 deg. 30 min. eaft longitude, and is therefidencc 
of a prince of the Curdes, who is independent both of 
Turks and Perfians, and fo powerful, that he can raile 
a body of 25,000 horfe, befides a confiderable number 
of foot, among the flicpherds of the mountains, who 
are trained to arms : fo that though his dominions are 
furrounded by Turks and Perfians, they are both 
obliged to keep fair with him from motives of policy, 
becaufe it is at all times in his power to Hop and plun- 
der the caravans that go between Aleppo and Taurus, 
the road from the former being within a day's journey 
from the town, cut in feveral places out of the rocks 
between two mountains, and only broad enough for one 
camel to pafs. Botli the town and cattle are fo ilrongly 
fituated, that the only pafs may be defended by ten nun 
againft a thoufand : fo that this prince is really formi- 
dable, and cannot be robbed of his independency. The 
city is built between two high mountains, diftant r .om 
each other about a cannon-fhot. The caftle is fituated 
upon a hill that refembles a fugar-loaf j and there is no 
coming at " 
is exceed 

Before the caftle can be entered, three draw-bridge* 
mu ft be palled, and afterwards three courts, pieviou* 
to the approach to the palace. The city extends on 
each fide of the other two mountains, from the top fti 
the bottom, containing many houfes, and twocauvun- 
feras. 

Harpel is fituated on the 
rounded by a mud wall. 1 
built. It is, however, a large town, and the re (id erne 
of a fangiac. 

Ho] wan, in 35 deg. north latitude, and 47 deg. 10 
min. eaft longitude, is fituated between the mountains 
that divide the Peifian, Irack, Curdeftan, and Chahta. 
The Mahometans, who believe that Elijah is ft ill alive, 
affirm that he lives in one of the mountains near this 
town. 

SECTION X, 
ASIA MINOR, ANATOLIA, or tub LEVANT. 

i 

ANATOLIA, or, as it is corruptly called, Nnto- 
Ha, js a large pcninfula, and has been denomi- 
nated Afia Minor, to diftinguifh it from the roam 
A/iatic continent. It was called Anatolia and the ! 
vant, by which it it ftill Known, on account °t its 
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t it but by a winding path cut in a rock, which 
ingly fteep, rugged, and difficult to aloeml. 
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ASIA-] 

SS£ SJ^SfSe north-weft by 
iM s boundecl oy t the Propontis, or Sea 

^^^^^^ Bofphorul or Strait of 
^tSl^on the fouth by the Levant Sea, Syria, 

^nean It lies between 37 and 4 J deg. 30 mm. north 
S and 27 and 40 deg. eaft longitude, extend I mg 

breadth about 320 from north to fouth. It is divided 
by modern geographers into Anatolia, properly io call- 
Id Amalia, Aladuha, and Caramania. Ihefe pro- 
vinces anciently included Galatia, Paphlagonia, Pon- 
tus, Bithynia, Myfia, Phrygia, Lydia Mcenia, Ionia, 
kolis Caria, Doris, Pamphyha, Pifidia, Cappadocia, 
Lvcia' Lycaonia, and Cilicia. Anatolia is under the 
government of a viceroy or beglerberg, to whom feve- 
ral bafhaws, and a great number of iangiacs, are fubor- 

Afia Minor naturally is, and always has been, deem* 
ed one of the fineft countries in the univerfe : yet fuch 
is the miferable policy of the Turkifh government, and 
the indolence of the people, that it has been flittered 
to become a mere wildernefs 5 and though uncommonly 
rich, fertile, and well watered, they have permitted it 
to be over-run with weeds, briars, and brambles. The 
air is exceedingly ferene and temperate, and would, 
doubtlefs, become ftill more falubrious, if the lands 
were properly cultivated. The inhabitants are not in- 
commoded by exceflive heats, nor chilled by intenfe 
frofts: all is moderate, delightful, and falubrious. 
The few cultivated parts, though the land is prepared 
in a very imperfect manner, produce, with little la- 
bour, great plenty of various forts of corn, exquifite 
grapes, of which admirable wines are made, oranges, 
lemons, citrons, olives, figs, dates, &:c. &c. befides 
abundance of coffee, rhubarb, opium, balfam, galls, 
and many other valuable drugs, gums, &c. 

Anatolia is excellently well watered. The principal 
rivers are thofe known by the name of X an thus, Cyd- 
nus, Meander, Granicus, Scamander, Cayfter, Her- 
mits, Pactolus, and Caicus, which difcharge themfelves 
into the Mediterranean and Euxine Seas, the Archipe- 
lago, and the Euphrates. It hath fome lakes, the prin- 
cipal of which, Guol-Bug-Shaw, is fifty miles in length, 
and twenty-two in breadth, 

SECTION XL 
ANATOLIA PROPER. 

ANATOLIA Proper is theneareft province to Eu- 
rope, and the largeft of the four provinces into 
which Afia Minor is divided. It extends from 26 to 
35 deg. of eaft longitude, and from 37 to 41 deg. of 
north latitude, being bounded by the Archipelago and 
I'ropontis to the weft, by the Euxine Sea to tluMiorth, 

by Caramania on the fouth, and by Amafia and Aladu- 
ha on the eaft. 

This province is governed by a beglerberg, who has 
five fangiacs fubordinate to him, 245 /.aims, and 7740 
timars. The number of troops are 60,000. The an- 
nual revenue of die beglerberg is 1,000,000 of afpers. 

Anatolia Proper contains the piovinees of Birhynia, 
Myfia, Phrygia, TEolis, Ionia, Caria, Doris, Lydia, 
Galatia, and Paphlagonia. 

Bithvnia, now called by the Turks Becfangil, is fc- 
parated from Europe only by the I himian Hofphoius. 
ine joil is naturally rich, but, like many other fine 
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w uitnynia, and was the metropolis of the whole Otto- 
man empire, before the Turks pofleflit! .thcni(elvii of 
^onftanti nople It lies in 40 deg. 16 min. north Uni- 
ted mrr! r 9 C * 35 min ' caA ^»g»«^«* and is lima • 
the ?J V!? ot moimt Olympus, twenty miles from 

kk»L r r mora » and 58 fouthofConrtantinopJe. 
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paved cities in all the Turkifh empire. The ftreets are? 
fpacious, the caravanferas noble and convenient, and 
the mofques magnificent. The latter are adorned with 
cupolas and minarets, covered with lead, and comput- 
ed at about 300 in number. In one of the mofquea 
the tombs of many of the ancient Turkifh ibvereigns 
are to be feen. Though the feat of empire has been 
tranfiated to Conftantinople, this city ftill preferves a 
ftiare of its ancient grandeur, beauty, and opulence. It; 
is likewife a place of confiderable traffick, as a caravan 
goes every two months from hence into Perfia j and fe- 
veral others pafs through it from Aleppo, Conftanti- 
nople, &c. to Iipahan. In the bezeftine all kinds of 
commodities of home manufactory, and others from 
the Levant, are expofed to fale. It is a large edifice, 
well-built, and contains many excellent lhops and 
warehoufes. The workmen of this city manufacture 
the beft filks, hangings, carpets, tapeitries, 6cc. in 
Turkey. The city is about three miles in circumfe- 
rence, but the walls are falling to decay. It is com- 
puted to contain 40,000 Turks. The fuburbs, which 
are more fpacious and handfome than the city itielf, are 
inhabited by 4000 Jews, 500 Armenian, and 300 
Greek families, independent of many foreigners who 
are fettled here. The fine orchards, gardens, plantar 
tions of mulberry, plantain, and other trees, &c. afford 
fome of the moft delightful, pleafant, and fhady walks 
that imagination can conceive. All the necelTaries, anH 
even the luxuries of life, are excellent in their kinds, 
very plentiful, and quite reafonable. The wine, in 
particular, is exquifite, and the fifh delicious. 

On a hill in the middle of the city there is a caftle, 
which was once the palace of the fultans, but is now 
running to decay. The feraglio, built by Mahomet IV, 
is a noble edifice. The city is governed by a bafhaw, 
a cady or moula, and ajanilTary aga, who has about 
230 j an i Maries under him. In the fuburbs the Greeks 
have three handfome churches, the Armenians one, and 
the Jews four fynagogues. In the city are fome excel- 
lent hot baths, and about a mile from it the baths of 
Calypfo, which are handfome ftructures covered with 
domes, and much frequented on account of the great 
reputation the waters have obtained for their uncommon 
medicinal virtues. 

Nice, or, as the Turks call it, Nickor, ftands about 
thirty miles from Conftantinople, in 40 deg. 3a min, 
north latitude, and 29 cleg. 40 min, eaft longitude, be- 
ing fituated near a gulph of the Sea of Marmora, called 
Afcanio, or Afcu. Though its ancient fplendour is 
much diminifhed, it is ftill a confiderable place, and 
Contain? about io,qoo inhabitants, Turks, Greeks, 
Armenians, and Jews, whofe commerce is very great 
in corn, fruit, tapeftries, fine cloths, and other mer- 
chandize brought from the Levant. There is a ferag- 
lio in the higheft part of the town. The ilreets arq 
large, and the houfes well built. This city was cele- 
brated for being the feat of tire firft general council 
convened by Conftantine againft the Arians, A. D, 

325, and fincc known by the name of the Council of 
Nice, 

Nicomedia received its name from Nicomedes, king 
of Bithynia, who made it his metropolis, refided in it, 
enlarged and embellifhed it. The appellation which 
the Turks give it is Ifmia, or Umigimid. Jt is large, 
handfome, and populous; and is lituaied at the end of 
a gulph of its own name, forty miles north-eaft fioin 
Burla. In point of Puliation, it exceeds all the cities in 
the Turkifh tcrritoijes, Conftantinople excepted, The 
inhabitants, com poled of Turks, Greeks, Armenians,, 
and Jews, are fuppofed to amount to about 30,000, 
who carry on a confiderable traflick in filks, cotton, 
woollen and linen cloths, earthen-ware, ajid glafs j be- 
fides which, it is the principal place belonging to the 
Turks for fhip-building, 

In many parts of the city curious ancient inferi prions, 

in Greek and Latin, are* It ill vifiblc. To the weflward 
is a fountain of mineral water, much admired for it§ 
medicinal qualities ; and a little beyond there is a mole, 
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fuppofedto have been formerly made for the fecurity of 
the (hipping in the harbour, which is about a quarter of 
a league long, and twelve yards broad. The gulph, 
which receives its name from this city, is only about 
a mile and a half broad, but is very long and deep. 

Chalcedon, once an opulent city, is now an incon- 
fiderable village, with a few remains of its ancient 
iplendour. Its fituation is on the ifthmus of apeninfula, 
about feventecn miles to the eaitward of Conftantino- 
ple, on the oppofite fhore of the Bofphorus. This town 
anciently had in it a temple of Venus, and an oracle of 
Apollo. It has a tolerable harbour, and the river Chal- 
cedon flows to the eaftward of it. 

Between Nicomedia and Chalcedon flood the once 
opulent city of LybyfFa, which has been famous for 
the death of Hannibal. It is now dwindled to a very 
poor and mean village. 

Mylia and the Leffer Phrygia are 11 fu ally defcribed by 
geographers together, as the exadt limits are not afcer- 
tained. In conjunction they are bounded on the north 
by the Propontis, on the fouth by Lydia and the Ar- 
chipelago, on the eafl by Phrygia Major, and on the 
weft by the Hcrllefjxjnt. In this country the famed 
mount Olympus is fituatcd, or rather the double chain 
of mountains lb denominated. They are thought to 
be the higheft mountains in the eaflern part of the uni- 
irerfe, particularly the central part, or the celebrated 
mount Ida of the ancients. Thefc mountains are con- 
tinually covered with mow, and the fides abound with 
pine and odier trees, with wild thy use, and other (hrubs, 
• more particularly the laudanum djlus, with broad leaves. 
About the beginning of the dog-days the air of mount 
Ida is fo ferene, that not a fingle breath of wind appears 
ftirring; and at night the fun's rays appear to dart all 
round the horizon, which make it feem as if on fire. 

The principal rivers in this part of the country are 
the Granicus and /Efophus, which difcharge themfelves 
into the Sea of Marmora ; and the Simois and Xan- 
thus, which empty themfelves into the Hellefpont. The 
Caicus, with the Pergamos and Cayfter, flow through 
Myfia, which contains the following places, viz. Cy- 
zicus or Cyzicum, whic h is now Chizico, and Spiga, 
though anciently a magnificent city, is at prefent but 
an inconfiderable town, fituatcd about thirty miles weft- 
ward of Burfa, on the ibuth-eaft coaft of the Sea of 
Marmora. Oppofite to this town, on the Propontis, 
are feveral final! illunds, which are called the Marble 
IlUnris, from the groat number of marble quarries in 
them. They I ike wife abound in corn, fruits, cattle, 
cotton, wine, cVc. 

I aimpfacus, or 1 .ampf.uo, as ir is now denominated, 
has loll much of its ancient fpkiulour. It is but a 
fmall city at prefent, thinly inhabited by a few Greeks 
ami Turks: but its port is convenient. It is fituatcd 
at rhe mouth of the Ilcllifpom, oppofite to Gallipoli 
in 1*' 1 1 rope. The neighbouring country is exceedingly 
fruitful in vines and poin<;ranatcs. The former even 
the indolent Turks themfelves cultivate, and make ex- 
cellent wine and brandy to mix with their lherbct. 

Abydos, now called Avido, or Avio, was formerly 
eflcemed the key of Alia. It was here that Xerxes be- 
gan bis famous bridge, which was fo well completed in 
a week, that 170,000 foot, and 80,000 horfe, exclu- 
fivc of carriages and camels, marched over it. About 
J a;i5 years be fore Chi ill a mine of gold was found near 
rhisciry, which enabled Pi jam, king of Troy, to carry 
mi many ufeful and magnificent public works. Philip 
of Matedon lani liege to ihis city, and took it by Norm; 
but the citi/«m, I boner than be carried into (la very by 
the conipicjor, ft a lire to the cjty, and then murdered 
their wives, children, and themfelves. Abydos w% an 
eplW-ourA ic f Hrrmiai, the bifhop thereof, having 
nlhllcd at the Council of Chalcedon. In A. D. 1330, 
ir was betrayed to the Turks by the treachery of the 
governor's daughter $ and Avido is at prefent one of 
their catties upon the Dardanelles. It (lands in 40 deg. 
16 mm. north latitude, and 17 dep. 16 min. eaft lon- 
gitude, upon the Urates that divides Afu from Eu- 



The principal places in the Lefler Phiygia are 
AfTos, formerly a con fiderable lea-port town on ft. 
(buth coaft, now an inconfiderable village. 

Antandros, now called St. Demitri, is fituatcd f - 
ther eafl of the foot of mount Ida. Though it wac «? N 
ciently a place of importance, it nov/ fcarce defcrves 



mentioning. 



Adramyttum, or Endromit, as the Turks call V 
(lands at the mouth of the gulph to which it give nan-' 
oppofite to the I (land of Lcfbos. At prefent, ,\ e t r * 
laft mentioned places, it is not of the Icatl ii^poi ranee' 
though formerly it was a place of note, and is n.ciuioncd 
in the Acts of the A potties. 

Pergamus, which was formerly the metropolis of 3 
kingdom, is now dwindled to a fmall village. 

The decay of great cities, of which the velliges fcarce 
remain, and the ruins of ancient (plendour, give the 
belt moral lelfons to the speculative mind. 

In the inilability of human glory, and the moulder- 
ing remains of die itrongeft and molt magnificent ftruc- 
tures, we may perceive, and be taught to refied on 
our own approaching mortality, and the general ditto- 
lution which muft await all fublunary things.* Thefe 
melancholy reflections, however, are not only inflic- 
tive, but admit of being blended with die molt fublimc 
and pleafing ideas. Well may we exclaim with Webftcr, 



c I love thefe ancient ruins. 



c 
c 
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We never 1 _ , 

Our foot upon fome reverend hiftory ; 

And, quellionlefs, -here, in this open court, 

Which now lies naked to the injuries 

Of ftormy weather, fome may be interr'd 

Who lov'd the church fo well, and gave folargelv t/i 

They thought it ihould have canopy 'J their bonis 

Till dooms-day. But all things have their end. 

Churches and cities, which have difeafe* like to men, 

Mull have like death that we have.' 



iopr, which is three miles ova. 



Pergamus, or Pergamos, as the Turks call ir, * 
fituatcd fixty miles north of Smyrna, on banks of 
the Caicus. Here itood one of the feven churdo. 
mentioned in the Revelations. Here alfo the celebrat- 
ed phyfician Galen was born, and parchment invents!, 
the word itfclf being only a corruption of Pcrgair.cuiv, 
from Pergamos. Some affirm that tapeftry was lie- 
wife firft invented at this place. A ftately tcmjlc ri 
TEfculapius once embelliihed this rown. The TiuU 
have here amofque, and the Greeks a church. 

Troas Alexandria, to the fouthward of Troy, v.u 
formerly the capital of the province, but is now icx.e.ly 
in ruins. 

It is not pofitively agreed among the learned, whe- 
ther the fuppofed ruins of Troy Rally belonged toiluit 
celebrated city, or to the above-mentioned Ti oa:» Alex- 
andria. We mall, however, fpeak of Tioy lioiu the 
bell authorities. It is laid to have; been limited <»n a 
rifing ground near mount Ida, and about live utile* 
from the fliorc of the /Kgcan Sea, on the river Scaimn- 
der, or Xanthus. The ancient geographers place it m 
39 deg. 58 11 .in. north latitude, and 27 dcg. 56 mi", 
call longitude. Sirabo informs us, that there wai k.nc 
any remains of it even in his time. 

The bed account of the Tiujan war is given hv 
Homer, The narrative, iliippcd of the pocth .J lit - 
lions, appears to he gamine, fiom the concurrent irjh- 
monies of the moll ci edible lultorians of antiquity, and 
of the Arumhliau marbles. Tlu number of fhij'S em- 
ployed to tranfport the troops, according to 1 ioim*r, 
was 1 ifc6 : but Thueydides exceeds even die poet, and 
makes them iaoo fail. The licetian mips were the 
largelt, and carried 1 20 men in each. The Ihips ^ 
Philodletae were tlie fmallell, and only carried 50 men 
in each. Troy, however, held out ten years againlt 
the formidable army of the Greeks, who, when they 
took that devoted city, fet it on fire, and put moll ot 
the inhabitants, who did not efcane, to the fvvorJ. 

/Eneas, in relating to c^uccn Dido the circumftiweo ot 
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the fat ' al fl ight in which Troy was taken and deftroyed, 

fays, 

• 1C A DO llo's prieft, a facred name, 
' T^^XaJun fwords, and paft the flame , 
; SI Sfcks laden, to my door he fled 

a Ahv his hand his tender grandfon led. 
' Oh, Pantheus! whither can we run ? 

I Sfi make * tend ? or what may yet be done ? 

SShad I faid, when Pantheus, with a groan, 

Troy 1 "o more, and Ilium was a town : 

< The fatal times, th' appointed hour is come, 

< v£n wrathful Jove's irrevocable doom 

* Transfers the Trojan ftate to Grecian hands : 

* The ftre confumes the town, the foe commands. 

According to the moft authentic records, Troy was 
«taScBh of April, ,184 years before Chrift, an* 
^capture put an end to the kingdom of Troy, after 
L-vineftood 296 years, from Teucer to Priam. 

We cannot here forbear tranferibing the following 
naflage from the ingenious Marquis D'Argens's Jewifh 
V 5 ic The ruins, of the cities in the Archipelago 
have for many years, engaged the curiofity of travel- 
lers yet the Turks leiTen them every day, and carry 
away vaft quantities of the marble. How much, there- 
fore, muft there have been of it at firft ! The mofque 
of the Sultan Achmet was built only of the ftones fetch- 
ed from the ruins of Troy : the columns which form 
theperyftil of that temple, and which are not lefs than 
130 in number, were all found entire near that city. 
For a great number of years the Turks made ufe of no 
other bullets for the cannon of the Dardanelles, than 
Corinthian chapiters and columns, which they broke to 
pieces, and cut to ferve chat purpofe." 

iEolis is bounded on the north by the Letter Phrygia, 
on the welt by the iEgean Sea, on the eaft by Lydia, 
and on the fouth by Ionia, The cities were formerly 
Myrina, Cum a, Elsea, and Phonea. Myrina is called 
by the Turks Marham, and Phonea is called Foggia, 
orToglia. At prefent they are all of fo little impor- 
tance, that, were they united, they would make but a 
very inconsiderable village. 

Ionia lies contiguous to /Eolis, and contains, among 
others, fome places of importance, the principal of 
which is Smyrna, which the Turks call Ifmyr, or lf- 
mir. Ic lies in 38 deg. 1 5 min. north latitude, and 27 
deg. 10 min. eaft: longitude, is the bed lea-port town 
in the Levant, and the moft populous and opulent city 
of Alia Minor. From Conflantinople it i* eight days 
journey by land, and about 133 leagues by water. 

In the time of the Romans Smyrna was looked upon 
as the moft beautiful of the Ionian cities, and was call- 
ed the Ornament of Jtfw. A Turkifh rebel, named 
Tzachas, in 1084., thought proper to aflume the title 
of king, and having feized upon Smyrna made it his 
capital. At the beginning of the 13th century it all 
lay in ruins except the fortrefs. In 1424 it was finally 
fuhdued by the Turks, having been prcvioufly rebuilt 
at various periods. 

The port, which is flint up, readied once to the foot 
of the caftle, but; is now dry, except after a few heavy 
Jhowcrs, when it is replenifhcd from the fluiees. 

1 hr public edifices have, in general, been erect /d by 
the I'ui ks, with the mateii.ds of the ancient city. The 
bezel! ine, or market, and the thur-khan, were both 
railed with the white marble of the theati e. The com- 
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niodious harbour, and advantageous fiiu.uion, have 
reudf'red it one of the moft opulent cities in 'I'm key. 
f he haven is defended by a ftrong caMle, and flickered 



* , religion, etc. 1 11c j.uiks occupy 

* K«-atclt pan of the town. The Protedants and Ro- 
man Catholics have their chapels, and the Jews a fyna- 
l?»p;uc or two, nM • A • 1 ' - 



. - - 1 — The Armenians have a lar^c handfome 

cnurch, with a c«niiguoua burying ground. 



Doftor 



Chandler fays, " The Greeks, before the fire, had 
two churches. They applied, by their bifhop at Conf- 
tantinople, to rebuild that which was deftroyed, but 
the fum demanded was too exorbitant to be given. By 
this policy the Turks have attempted to reduce the 
number of the profeflbrs of Chriftianity," 

The mofqucs, baths, market, and khans, are the 
principal buildings, and fome of them are very noble, 
The ftreets in general are narrow, inconvenient, and 
intricate : but the moft difagreeable circumftance to 
thofe who live here is the great heats, which commence 
in June, and continue till September. During this 
feafon the ground is burnt up, and has large c halms, 
which, it is imagined, give vent to bituminous vapours, 
that, if confined, would occafion earthquakes. Few 
years pal's without a fhock or two but, in general, 
they are lefs hurtful than alarming. They ufually hap- 
pen when the weather is calm in fpring and autumn, at 
which times the lea withdraws a confiderable way from 
the beach, and the water is exceedingly low. J\, terrible 
one happened in 1688, which overthrew a great part of 
the city. 

Smyrna is like wife annually vifited by the plague. 
When it rages violently, the conful$, factors, mer- 
chants, ike. retire into the country j and many people 
abandon their dwellings to live abroad under tents. 
The iflanders return home; and the grafs is feen to 
grow in the ftreets of the quarter belonging to the 
Franks, which is exceedingly populous at other times, 
The Turks bury without the town, and place either 
grave ftones or pillars at the head and feet of the graves, 
which, in general, are (haded with cyprefs trees. In 
their cemeteries, as well as in thofe of the Chriftians 
and Jews, many antiquities in architecture are found. 
The burying ground belonging to the Englifh is walled, 
in, and contains fome curious monuments, the fculp- 
ture of which is admirable. They were not, however, 
executed at Smyrna, but brought from Italy. One in 
particular is to the memory of Mr. Bouverie, (the com- 
panion of MefTers. Wood and Dawkins in their journey 
to Palmyra) who died at Magnasfia. 

Smyrna is plentifully fupplicd with provifions. The 
tails of fome of the fheep weigh ten pounds, and are 
deemed a great dainty. The fifh taken in they bay are 
excellent. Wild hogs, hares, and all other kinds of 
game, fowls, cVc. may be had in abundance. The 
wine, olives, fruits, ike. are all admirable. The 
mufquitoes, as well as a much fmaller fly, of which 
the name is not known, are extremely troublefome, 
but more fo to ft rangers than natives. I,cmon juice is 
the beft remedy for the fiery tumours which enfue. In 
the harbour of Smyrna are always (hips of almoft all 
nations, and all burthens. The town is fuppofed to 
contain about 1 5,000 Turks, 10,000 Greeks, and 2000 
Jews, cxclufive of Armenians, Franks, &cc. The 
quarter of the Franks is better built, and better paved, 
than any other. The European merchants bring hi- 
ther a great variety of goods from Europe, the Eaft 
anil Weft Indies, &c. export fine and coarfe wool, 
(ilk, cotton, mohair, wax, rhubarb, gall-nuts, opium, 
aloes, fcammony, tutty, galbanum, tacamahac, gum- 
tragacanth, ammoniam, and Arabic, myrrh, frank in* 
ccnle, zedoar, ike, The Jews he. e, as well as in moft 
parts of Turkey, generally manage all commercial af- 
fairs; or at leaft the principal part of rhem goes, either 
directly or indirectly, through their hands. The whole 
town, in fact, is one continued bc/ar or fair. The 
con fuls from England, France, and Holland, have 
very hand fome houfes by the Jea-fide, 

This city is one of the feven that contended for the 
honour of being the birth place of Homer, to whole 
memory a temple was elected. It is like wife the fear 
of one of the ieven Afiatic cinches, mentioned in the 
Apocalypfe. In the environs Roman medals have been 
frequently found, and near it are the remains of an an* 
cient Roman circus, Theati e, &t\ In the neighbour* 
hood a kind of earth is found, which being boiled with 
oil makes excellent lbaj>, 

Cla/.omcne 
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Clazomene is fituated on the Ionian peninfula, about 
twenty-eight miles to the fouth-weft of Smyrna. It was 
one of the twelve ancient cities of Afia, and famed as 
the birth-place of Anaxagoras. It is now called Urla, 
or Vourla. It was a city of importance in the time ot 
the Romans, but is now a defpicahle village, and bet- 
ter known in the hiftorian's page for what it was, than 
for any thing worth noticing in its prefent fituation. 
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When ruft mall eat her brafs ; when Time's 
' hand 

Shall bruife to duft her marble palaces, 
Triumphal arches, pillars, obelifks ; 
When Julius 1 temple, Claudius' aqueducts* 
Agrippa's baths, and Pompey's theatre, 
Nay Rome itfelf, (hall not be found at all, 
Hiilorians books fliall live/ 



flrong 



iErythrsea, like the lad mentioned placc^ was for- 
merly a confiderable city, but, by the iame kind of fa- 
tality, is now dwindled to an inconfiderable village. 
It is on the Ionian coaft, between Teos and Clazomene. 

Teos, the birth-place of Anacreon, was anciently a 
good fea-port, but is now fcarce the ihadow of what it 
formerly was. * 

Lebidus, or L,cbidof, is now a poor fea-port, near 
the illhmus of the peninfula ; though it was formerly 
one of the twelve capital cities of Alia, and was filmed 
for the games of Bacchus, which were celebrated there. 

About thirty miles fouth of Smyrna is the city of Co- 
lophon, one of thofe which laid claim to the birth of 
Homer. It had a temple and an oracle, but at pre- 
lent is very inconfiderable. 

Ephefus is in 38 deg. 16 min. nordi latitude, ami 27 
cleg. 3 min. eaft longitude. It lies about fifty miles 
fouth of Smyrna, twcnty-thiee from Miletus, and fixty- 
thrce from llaodicea, and was anciently the metropolis 
of all Afia ; Ephefus and Smyrna having been termed 
the eyes of Afia Minor : but of this once fplcndid, opu- 
lent, and magnificent city, nothing remains but about 
thirty houfes, inhabited by Greek families, who are 
rhifcrably poor, and fo exceedingly ignorant, that none 
of them are able to read the admirable epiitle with which 
St. Paul honoured them. Its firll bilhop was Timo- 
thy, whom Sr. Paul appointed to that miniftration. St. 
John the Evangelilt was buried here. The Greeks call 
this city Kfefo, and the Turks have given it the name 
of Ajalalouch. There are many noble ruins, particu- 
larly of an aqueduct, a theatre, and a circus. The 
celebrated painter Parrhafius, and the weeping philofo- 
pher Heraclitus, were natives of this place. 1 he prin- 
cipal ornament of Fphek.s was the celebrated temple of 
Diana, one of the wonder :» of the world. It was hoik 
at the foot of a mountain, and the heat! of a maiih , 
which fituation was chofen, as Pliny informs us, be- 
caule Ids fubject to earthquakes. Four hundred years 
were fpent in building this wonderful temple. It was 
405 her in length, and 200 in breadth, fupporrcd by 
117 pillars, 70 feet in height, of which 27 were moll 
curiouily carved, and the icit admirably poli filed. The 
temple of Diana was burnt by Kroltratus, through no 
other motive, as he himlelf confefied upon the raik, 
than to eternize his name. This remaikable tran fac- 
tion happened the very day on which Alexander the 
(ireat was born, in the year of the woikl }6^S, and 
356 before the birth of Chrill. There is yet Hand- 
ing a churih dedicated to St. John, whuh was rreucd 
by the primitive Chi iftians, but is at pi cfent convened 
into a 1 uikilh molque. 

We fliall conclude this ai tide with a quotation from 
an ingenious modern tiavcller. <l The Kpheliaiu are 
now a lew Ciieek pea fan ts, hving in extiemc wrctch- 
eiluf ls, dependance anil infcnlibility : the reprefenta- 
tiye.s of an iMulliious people, and inhabiting the wreck 
of their jjieatncfsj fome the fubtlracliojis of the glo- 
rious edifices which they railed, fome beneath the vaults 
«»f the Iladium, once the crowded fcene of their diver- 
b*»n», and funic by the abtupt precipices in the fepul- 



chres, which received their afhes. We employed i m 
of them to pile (tones, to ferve inftead of a ladder at 
the arch of the (tadium, and to clear a pedeltai of'th,. 
portico by the theatre from rubbiflh. We had occafio'i 
for another to dig at the Corinthian temple, and fend 
ing to the (tadium, the whole tribe followed, one play 
ing all the way before them on a rude lyre, and at tim,v 
itriking the founding board with the ringers of his left 
hand* in concert with the fixings > one of them had on 
a pair of Ian dais of goat- (kin, laced with thongs, and 
not uncommon ; after gratifying their curiofity the: 
returned back as they came, _ with their mufician in 
front. Such are the prefent citizens of Ephefus, ami 
fuch is the condition to which that renowned city hai 
been gradually reduced. It was a ruinous place whe,, 
the emperior Juftinian filled Conftantinople with its fta. 
tues, and- rai fed its church of St. Sophia on its column 
Since then it has been almoft exhaufted." And againj 
the fame author fays, Ci the glorious pomp of its hea- 
then worJfhip is no longer remembered, and Chriftia. 
nity, which was there nurfed by apoftles, and foftered 
by general councils, until it encreafeef to fulnefs or 
Jtattire, barely lingers on in an exiftence hardly vi/ible." 

Caria is bounded by the Icarian fea on the fouth and 
weft; by Ionia and the river Meander on the north; 
and by Phrygia and Lycia on the eaft: the principal 
place is Miletus or Miletum, which (lands on the fouth 
fide of the Meander, near the fea coaft. 

There are i carce any veftiges left of the antient citits 
of Heraclea, Lathinum, Beryglia^ MylafTa, Amyzon, 
Stratonice and Alinda. 

Halicarnaflus was formerly the metropolis of CaKa, 
and has been celebrated in hiftory for the maufokuir, 
or tomb, built by queen Artemifia, in honour of her 
hufband king Maufoleus, which was lb noble a ft rue- 
ture that the ancients deemed it one of the wonders of 
the world. Hence all tombs, which are remarkable, 
arc called mau ("oleums. 

The inhabitants of the country of Caria ha /e been 
charadteiifed by hiilorians and other writers, ancient 
and modern, as piopenfe to war, from whence it ha. 
been infened they weie naturally led to invent ani 
perfect fome of its appendages. By them were intro- 
duced the (traps of bucklers, the plumes of heliret:, 
anil the fmall boats which the ancients called Ocrcir. 
The paflion for plunder appears to have been the oulv 
motive that induced them to abandon their country i:i 
order to fell their blood and their valour. 

The modern Carians retain the character of their 
anccftors, and the country thry iYiU inhabit fu rniihe. a 
great number of foidicrs. Part of them enter into the 
pay of the pachas of Afia Minor: the others are em- 
ployed by thofe a<;as, whole ambition ever renders rhar 
flrvices ncccfVary, and who, in the precarious inde- 
pendency they uiiirp, are compelled to admit as pait- 
nets in their extoi tions the ferocious bands that Wl\v.$ 
them the means of continuing them. They ott< 11 
change their mailers, and even boaft of nevtr con- 
fulrinp; any interell but their own. The chiefs, <» 
whole Vowi'iiefs theyaic fuch indifpenfuble fuppoiteiv. 
are obliged 10 n\d.i an adequate acknowledgment ol 
their lervices, and ntver did one of thefe ufurpers form 
the ii'na of felling the fuppoiters of bis authority, 01 
of fpecnhuiiij; on'the blood of' bis fubjects, and reyt ;. 
iii^ in the pieatures that were paid for by their fluu^lun 

in auo;hcr hemilpbere. 

The Carton loldieis wear a black turban, the fliar* 
and colour of which form the diftincTtions of rank. 1 h '' 
women wear a low* robe with a fafh. Their head die h 
and hair are ornamented with a kind of beads, as W 
a lib theii necks, from which they wear beads pendant 
below the fafh. . , 

Mindus is a fea-port on the Jafic bay, about twelve 
miles from 1 lalicarnallus. The Turks call it Mj-nt«. 
It is at prefent the chief town in thefc parts, anatneit- 
lidence of a Turkifh fangiac. Anciently it was but a 
fmall town j yet the gates being uncommonly linnp j 
ous and large, Diogenes, in ridicule of the vanity^ 
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. habitants, told them to take care that their little 
the inhabitants, throueh ; ts own K ates. 




and on the fouth by 



iCMTonia, and was once the kingdom of the cele- 
SSs: It is a fine fertile country, being wa- 
tered by the Caicus, Hey men, Cayfter, Meander, and 
he Factolus, fo celebrated by the ancient poets for its 
Zui of gold. Tmolus, famed for its wines and laf- 
fmn is the principal mountain in this country. At 
relent the indolent Turks flitter this fine country to be 
over-run with brambles, and to lie entirely uncultivated. 

The chief places are, 

Sardis, formerly the metropolis of Lydia, and the 
feat of the rich king Crccfus, is now a very inconfider- 
ablc village, feated on the banks of the Paclolus, at 
the foot of mount Tmolus. It is about forty-eight miles 
eaft of Smyrna, and only inhabited by fhepheids. It, 
however, contains a large caravanlera for the accommo- 
dation of travellers and caravans, who pals through it 
from Smyrna and Aleppo in their way to Perfia. The 
magnificent mins that are ftill vifible give, however, 
an idea of its ancient fplendour to the beholder. It 
had one of the feven Afiatic churches. 

Philadelphia had another of the feven churches, was 
formerly a very populous city, and is itill a tolerable 
town, containing about 7000 inhabitants, who are prin- 
cipally Greeks. It is filled with the ruins of many fu- 
perb edifices. Here are four churches; and as 
neighbouring country is very 



fertile, provifions 
The lurks call it Alla-Stheur, or 
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pretty plenty, 
City of God. 

Thyatira, or, as the Turks call it, Akifhar, had 
another of the feven churches. It (lands upon the 
banks of the Hermus, on the confines of My fia, about 
twenty-fix miles north from Sardis, and fifty-fix north- 
call of Smyrna. The houfes are low and mean, being 
built with mud and turf. It contains about 500 inha- 
bitants, who are chiefly Turks. The only manufacture 
is that of cotton. The neighbouring plains are full of 
cotton trees and tamai ifks. 

Magnefia, or Siphylum, as it has been called to dif- 
tinguilh it from that in Ionia, or Suzletattar, as the 
Turks name it, was anciently a city of great opulence 
and importance, pleafantly fituatcd at the foot of 
mount Siphyius, about ilventy miles fouth- caft of 
Smyrna. The walls are in tolerable preservation. The 
inhabitants are compofed of Turks and lews, the lat- 
ter having three fynagogucs. It is now but a fmall 
trading town, having a manufacture of cotton yarn. 

Tripoli is fituatcd on the frontiers of this province 
towards Cari i, and the river Meander. It has fallen 
from its ancient fplendour. The Turks call it Koenikoi. 

Dingfliilly is a handlbmc trading town, well peopled 
with Turks, fituatcd at about feven ty miles dillance 
from the mouth of the Meander. 

With refpect to the ancient cities of Tralles, or 
Trallis, Hiero-Cxfarea, Narrafa, JEglia, Jovis-Ta- 
luim, anil ILaodicea, there are fcarce any vefliges left 
except of the latter, which was a noble city, and had one 
of the feven churches. The ruins that are vifible are of 
a circus, and three theatres of white marble, which are 
almoft entile. The place is, however, uninhabited. 

Phrygia Major is bounded on the north by Bithynia, 

on the louthby Pamphylia, on the weft by Myfia, and 

<m the eail by Galatia. It is watered by the rivers 

Hermus, Meander, Marfias, and Sangarius, and 

wouKl, with proper cultivation, be exceedingly fruitful. 

Ihe I urks tall this country Gcrmian. The remarkable 
places are, 

C'otyanim, or Kutahia, as the Turks call it, which 
[amis on the river Sangar, about feventy-thrce miles 
imith-ealt of lUirfa. It was anciently a very confidcr- 
awc city, and is ftill a very flouriftiing populous town, 
"is at prefent the feat of a bcglerberg, and was former- 
ly tnc place of rcfidencc of the Turkifli fovercigm, 
P< w to the taking of Conflantinople. 

No. 16. 1 
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Mideum, or Midseum, was anciently the regal feat 
of the celebrated king Midas, of whom it is recorded, 
that when he was a child, a fwarm of ants were ob- 
ferved very bufy one day, while he was afleep, in con- 
veying their (lores of wheat into his mouth, whereupon 
the oracle being confulted, returned anfwer* that im- 
menfe riches were prefaged by that omen. The pre- 
diction was fulfilled, for he was accounted by ancient 
authors one of the richeft princes that ever reigned. 
Strabo tells us that he drew immenfe fums from the 
mines of mount Bermius. The fable of Midas's hav- 
ing aflfes ears originated from his being of a very fufpi- 
cious temper, and employing many fpies in different 
parts of his dominions, by which means fcarce any 
tr an factions could be concealed from his knowledge. 
This induced his fubjects to fay metaphorically that he 
had long ears i and as afles are faid to be endued with 
the fenfe of hearing in a greater degree of perfection 
than any other animals, they likewife faid he had afles- 
ears : but what was fpoken metaphorically came at 
laft to be vulgarly imagined a fact. His with to be able 
to change every thing he touched into gold, the grant 
of that wifh, and the confequent punifliment, which 
was that even his food became gold, and he was in 
danger of being itarved, by having the completion of 
his wifh, are all likewife metaphors, and alluded to his 
avaricious temper, which was never to be gratified 
with the heaps of riches he pofTeiTcd, but always craving 
for more, and aiming to turn all he could into money. 
We may well fay with the poet, 
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Fond men, by paflions wilfully betray 'd, 
Adore thofe idols which their fancy made : 
Purchafing riches with our time and care, 
We lofe our freedom in a gilded fnare ; 
And having all, all to ourfelves refufe ; 
Opprefs'd with Wettings which we fear to lofe. 
In vain our fields and flocks increafe our ftore, 
If our abundance makes us wifh for more.' 



The ancient geographers placed Mideum near the 
north-eaft limits of Phrygia, on the river Sangarius ; 
but there are no vefliges of it to be feen. 

Gordium was once the refidence of Gordius, king 
of Phrygia, celebrated for having tied the famous knot 
in the temple of Apollo, which was known by the name 
of the Gordian Knot. Alexander the Great afterwards, 
not being able to untie ir, cut it with his fword. 

Colofle, Colotflis, or Chonos, was fituated on the 
fouth-fide of the river Meander. St. Paul's epittle to 
the Coloflians was addrefled to the inhabitants of this 
city. 

Of the three lad mentioned cities, as well as Hiera- 
polis, Smyrada, Eucarpia, Prymnefia, Tiberiopolis, 
Hipfos, &c. fcarce any traces are now to be found, 
except the hot fpring, and the fupcrb ruins of Hiera- 
polis. 

Apamea was once one of the mod confiderablc cities 
of Alia, but is now quite run to decay. It was fituatcd 
on the river Meander, a little above where the Marcias 
falls into it, and arofe out of the ruins of the ancient 
Celene, whole inhabitants were tranfplanted into it by 
Seleucus, who named it after his wife Apamea. 

Galatia, called by the Turks Chiagare at prefent, is 
bounded on the north by Paphlagonia, on the fouth by 
Pamphilia, on the eail by Capnadocia, and on the weft 
by Phrygia Major. It received its name from a colony 
of Gauls, who patted through Greece into Afta, and 
fettled in it. A great number of Greeks afterwards 
mingled with them, whence it was called Gallo-Gnecia. 
It was always a fine fertile country, and formerly it 
was well cultivated, but at prefent lies neglected like 
other places, through Turkifli indolence. The inhabi- 
tants were among the primitive Chriflians, as appears 
by St. Paul's cpiftle to them. 

Ancyra, or, as the Turks call it, Angouri, or An- 
gora, is in 40 dcg. north latitude, and 32 deg. 58 min. 
call longitude, 250 miles call of Smyrna. It is the reft- 

X x dewe 



A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHENTIC SYSTEM 



*74 

dence of afangiac, and a very populous trading place. 
The- inhabitants aic eit i mated 40,000 Turks, 5000 
Armenians, and 1000 Greeks. The chit ("manufacture 
is camblets. The evidences of its primitive gran- 
deur are innumerable, the itreets, piazzas, &c. being 
full of ftately remains, columns, 8cc. of the rineit 
marble, porphyry, red jafper, and other beautiful (tones, 
elegantly wrought. The modern buildings, however, 
are mean, low, and formed only of mud and turf. A 
great variety of inferiptions, in feveral languages, ap- 
pear upon the gates. In the caftle is an ancient Arme- 
nian church, built 1 100 years ago. It lias only one 
window, which has its vacancy rilled by a tranfparcnt 
marble, through which the light penetrates into the 
church, but receives a reddifh tinge from the nature of 
the (tone. This city was once an archbilhop's fee. 
The (beep bred here are fome of the fineft, and the 
goats the molt beautiful in the univerfe ; the hair of the 
latter being of a dazzling whitenefs, and as fine as filk. 
It is curled naturally into locks of eight or nine inches 
long, which make the fineft camblets. This hair is 
fpun in the country, and manufactured at Angora. 
Thefe goats are only to be feen within a few miles of 
the city, as the breed degenerates if they are carried 
further. 

Bolli is the metropolis of the province, and the rcfi- 
denee of one of the fifteen fangiacs under the beglcr- 
bcrg of Anatolia Proper. The other places are An- 
dres, fituated a little to the eaft. of Ancyra : Thenna, 
fo called from its hot baths : Germafle, formerly Ger- 
mia, on the Sangarius : Ophium, a dirty ill built town, 
which receives its name from the opium made in and 
about it, its environs being covered with poppies, from 
which the Turks extract their opium. 

The ancient cities of Tabia, Cinna, Afpona, Rega- 
nalia, Pilinus, Heliopolis, Regemnerus, Marecium, 
Pelinefus, Clancas, /Eorium, Regetnocade, Myraci- 
um, Eudoxias, and Amorium, are either totally in 
ruins, or dwindled to fuch trifling villages as fcarce to 
deferve mentioning. 

Pontus and Paphlagonia are contiguous, both lying 
to the north of Galatia, and being divided from Cappa- 
docia on the eaft by the river Halys, and on the weft 
by Metapontus. 

Paphlagonia was anciently inhabited by the Heneti, 
Veneti, from whom the Venetians arc defcended. 
The Turks call this B country Pender i the principal 
places of which are, 

Heraclea Ponti, which, like many of the before- 
mentioned cities in thcTurkifh dominions, was former- 
ly a very important, but at prefent a very inconfidera- 
ble place. It (lands on the Euxine Sea, on the ruins of 
the ancient Heraclea. It was once celebrated for being 
the refidence of the Commeni family, the founders of 
the Trebizonde empire. The houfes are fmall, mean 
and ill built; but the gates, towers, walls, cVc. con- 
tain many fragments of the grandeur of the ancient city. 
The Turks call it Pcndcrachi. 

Claudianopolis, about thirty-five miles fouth of He- 
raclea, is a very fmall town, though once it was an 
epi (copal fee. 

A mall ris, fituated at the mouth of the river Parthe- 
nhis, called by the Turks Amaftro, is now a very ob- 
fcure mean town, though anciently an important fca- 
port. 

Teuthramia, now Tripoli, is fiill a good town, on a 
bay of the Euxine Sea: but it mult be obferved, thai 
there is a town of the fame name in Anatolia, fituated 
on the Meander (exclufive of Tripoli in Barbary.) 

The following cities, though formerly confideralile, 
are now either totally deferted, or nearly in ruins j anil 
in their prefent decayed Hate, aie too infignifii ant to 
have any thing laid about them, except the bare men- 
tion of tlieii names, which are Amafus, now A mill ; 
CJangara, now Zagyta i Junopolis, now Cinopolis ; 
and Pompeiopolis, or C'imolis. 

The moil confiderable city in this part is Sinopc, 
which was anciently the metropolis of the kingdom of 
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Pontus, and the birth and burial place of the celebrated 
king Mithridatcs. It is at prefent a good trading town 
being in 41 deg. 14 inin. north latitude, and 3^. ^ 
52 niin. ealt longitude. In Strabo's time molt of the 
ftately walls, edifices, and the cattle were ItancW 
The walls which now lvirround it were built by th<. 
Greek emperors. They have double rampart*., ami 
are Hanked with pentagonal and triangular towers, (j. 
the land fide, however, it is commanded by eminence 
which would greatly expoie it to an enemy: but by [' a 
it would require two fleets to befiege it. The cafUv K 
now run to ruin ; and there are but rev/ janiiiaries ji, !r . 
yet the Turks are fo jealous of it, that they iu\)\t no 
Jews to live in it, and conHne the Greeks to a ceitati 
fuberb. I lere is a proHcable fifhery, and a gn.it dclil 
of trade carried on. Many magnificent antique it- 
mains are to be feen; and the new buildings are inter* 
mixed with innumerable noble fragments of the old. 
The water is excellent, and the country tet tile, aboi.nv.. 
ing with walnut, olive, and maple trees, and a fh.e fojt 
of wormwood. Diogenes, the celebrated cynic nhiio- 
fopher, was a native of this place. 

The honourable J. /Egiduis Van Egrnont, en voy ex- 
traordinary from the United Provinces to the court <i' 
Naples, in reciting his travels through Anatolia, lav?, 
<c In the country are great numbers of itorks, whs',}! 
afford the inhabitants an odd kind ofdiverfion. They 
place hen eggs in the Itork's ncft ; and when the youii» 
are hatched, the male, on feeing them of a differer: 
form from its own fpecies, makes a hideous noife, which 
calls together a crowd of other ftorks hovering about the 
neft, and who, to revenge the dilgrace that the female 
has in appearance brought on her neft, deitroy her, hf 
pecking her to death , the male in the mean time mak- 
ing the heavieft lamentation, as if bewailing his misfor- 
tune, which obliged him to have recourfe to fuch dift- 
greeable fevei ities. 

" Here I alio law the creature called Cameleon. It 
was found among the ruins of old Smyrna caftle. The 
creature was pretty large, and I fawit change its col- jr 
three feveral times, becoming black, white, and green. 
It was placed on a piece of red cloth, and often turneJ, 
but never afiumed that hue. Whether, the creatun; 
was too large, and the fmaller only imitate this coloi.r, 
or from any other realons, is beyond my philofophy to 
determine. With regard to its food during the ei»tit 
days it lived with us, I did not obferve it ro cat uny 
thing except fmall flies, which it caught in the air with 
tongue." 

SECTION XII. 
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THIS province of the Turkifh empire is bonn lc l 
on the north by the Euxine Sea, on the fouth !<)' 
Carmania anil Aladuliu, on the ealt by Armenia, ami 
on the welt by Anatolia Proper. It is governed hy .1 
beglerberg. 

The capital of the province, and the refidence of the 
beglerberg, is the city of Amalia, which the Turks call 
Amnafan. It is about fixty miles fiom the Kuxine Sea, 
and forty eaft of Tocat, fituated on the rivei Iris, yr 
Cafalmach, as it is now called. Though the city ideli 
is large, the commerce is inconfidcrablc. The nvn, 
however, is navigable for fliipa of great burthen, up i*> 
the town itlelf. On a mountain to the rail there 
(Irong caftle, and a wooden bridge over the river, 
lim the firft, emperor of the Turks, and Strabo, tne 
celebrated ancient philolbphcr, weie born hue. 1 
are only two caravanlei as at prefent in th<* city- * .' ; 
magnificent fragments of antiquity, which aje found ni 
and about this city, evidently prove dial it wit 1 , formerly 
a place of great beauty and importance. 

I^erio, or, as it was anciently called, Themii*'}' 13 ' 
was one of the ft rung eft and mod important cities; 
Pontus, though at prefent but a trill ing place, u » 

fituated on the fea-coaft, near the mouth of the river 
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Thermodan, about 60 miles to the nprth-eaft of A- 



r'mni or Pontic*, was formerly a great city but 
„ now onj' a mean ftraggling village It ,s about forty 
^iles from Amafia, fituatcd upon the Ins, or Cafal- 



m 



^If" w hich authors imagine to be the ancient Se- 
Mftc isVa fmall fcattered village fitu at cd about fifty - 
£ rules fouth of Tocat, and feventy-five iouth-eaft 
r Amafia • yet mean as it is, a bafla, fuperior to that 
of Tocat, refides here, and an aga with a few jamflanes 

° ider his command. 

Phamacia is about forty-four miles weft of Trcbi- 
] e anc | fituatcd near the coaft of the Kuxine Sea: 
die Turks call it Kerifan. It is a large populous town, 
hut Its harbour is only fit to receive thole imall veflels 
-died laics. It is generally imagined to be the antient 
Ceralimta, and is fuppofed to have been fo denominated 
on account of the gieat number of cherry trees which 

crow in its environs. 

Trebizonde, Trapezonde, 1 rabezonde, or, as the 
Turks call it, Tarabozan, is fituatcd in the antient 
Pontus Cappadocia, on the eaflern parts of Amafia, at 
the foot of a hill. It is a kind of peninfula running 
into the Euxinc Sea. It lies in 41 deg. 5 min. north 
lat. and 39 dcg. 12 min. eaft long, at about 18 miles 
diftancc from Tocat. This city was antiently very 
important from being the metropolis of the Trebizonde 
empire. It is Mill a place of great trade, and is faid 
to have contained ao,ooo inhabitants prior to the year 
16 17, when it was burnt by the Ruffians: fince that 
period it hath been but thinly peopled, though a Tur- 
kifh bafla and a Greek archbiftiop refide in it. The 
houfes are mean, and ill built. The caftle is large and 
built on a rock, out of which the furrounding ditches 
are cut. The harbour is in a very bad condition, and 
will only admit fin all Turkifh barks. The city is in 
the form of an oblong fquare, and derived its name 
from Trapefus, a table, from whence we like wife have 
the word Trapezium, a geometrical term for an oblong 
fquare, whole angles and fides are confequently un- 
equal. The walls are high and ftrong, defended by 
towers, battlements, &:e. It is celebrated in hiflory 
for having been the birth-place of many eminent men, 
and more fo on account of the martyrdom of 40 Chri- 
ftian foldiers, who were thrown into a frozen lake in 
the neighbourhood, by order of I acinus. The envi- 
rons, though little cultivated, are very fertile; the 
neighbouring mountains arc covered with (lately woods 
of various trees, fuch as oaks, elms, beech, tvc. which 
are of an aftonifhing height, and the whole face of the 
country forms an agreeable landfcape. The f inert, fo- 
reft lies about 25 miles fouth of the city, in the midll 
of which (lands the famous convent of St. John, all 
built of wood, upon a high rock, and furrouiuled by 
one of the mod romantic wildcrncllVs in the univei fe. 
-A great deal of rock-honey is found in the neighbour- 
hood of this city, which is fo very lufcious as to render 
eating much of it dangerous. Tourncfoi t afcribes this 
Uch quality to the nature of the flowers from which 
the bees extract it. In the city the garden.-, anil groves 
are as numerous as the houfes ; but the fuburbs, which 
arc inhabited by Creeks and Armenians, are both 
tenfive anil moic populous than the city irfclf. 

1 lie cmpiie of Trrhizomle w'as founded mu.h about 
the time of that of Nice, by David and Ali-xicus Com- 
»Uiu, who were the grandlbns of the tyiant Ainhoni- 
1 lu " * living efcaped from Confluntinnplc, tlu >* fei/ed 
>>P<ni the eaflern part:, of Pontus, Galaita and Cappa- 
<,0ll;l » slm ' creeled the who"c into an empire, which 
was founded in 1204, and continued about 25S \ ears. 
"Jit m 146?. Mahomet, furnamed the (ileal, conquer- 
^tthcwholc, and having put to de;,th all rhe remains 
°! thc( -onimcni family, ;Mv ( \ it to theTuikilh em- 
jw. Ihns Hates rile and fall, their gie.itiufs being 

Vi ^ ivtfage of then- difloluuou. 

When empire in its childhood till! appears, 
Wi «chful fate uYrlccs its undo m.m-.-, 
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Till grown more ftrong, it thru ft* and ftretches out, 
And elbows all the kingdoms round about; 
The place thus made for its firft breathing free, 
It moves again for eafe and luxury ; 
Ti)l, fwelling by degrees, it has pofTefs'd 
The greater fpace, and now crouds up the reft ; 
When, from behind, there ftarts fome petty ft ate, 
And pufhes on its now unwieldy fate ; 
Then down the precipice of time it goes, 
And finks in minutes, which in ages rofe. 

Tocat, or Neocsefarea, was antiently the metropolis 
of Pontus Polemoniacus. It lies in 39 deg. 48 min. 
north lat. and 30 deg. 58 min. eaft long, and, be fides 
being the refidence of the beglerberg or the province, 
is a confiderable thoroughfare for the caravans 10 Smvr- 
na. It ftands partly at the foot, and partly 011 the fides 
of two very high hills, on the river Tofanlu, which is 
fuppofed to be the Tupus of Pliny, that falls into the 
Iris fome miles below Tocat: both rivers frequently 
(well and overflow the country. The town is large, 
ftrong and well built, in the form of an amphitheatre .• 
on the tops of two marble rocks are two old caftJcs. 
Every houfc has a fountain of frefli water in it, as the 
rocks abound with fine fprings. Yet, though water is 
fo plentiful, the town was deftioyed by fire in the begin- 
ing of the prefent century, and many eminent mer- 
chants were thereby totally ruined. It foon, however, 
recovered through the excellency of its duration, and 
i!f now deemed the center of Afiatic commerce : the 
caravans come from Diarbec in 18 days: thole of To- 
cat go to Sinopc in fix day;., and to Prufa in 20 ; but 
fuch as go direcUy to Smyrna, without puffing through 
Prufa or Angora, take up about forty days with ca- 
mels, or twenty- (even with mules. The environs are 
very fertile, fome excellent plants are produced, and 
curious foflils found, particularly many fubterraneous 
vegetations of admirable beauty. Like our flints they 
are enclofed in matrices, which, when broken, difplay 
fome of the fined crystallizations imaginable; fome are 
like petrified mother-of-pearl, and others appear like 
candied lemon and orange-peel. Thi» city is govern- 
ed by a cadi, a vayvode and a janiffary aga. The gar- 
rifon confifts of about 1000 janiftaries and fpahis, and 
die city and fuburbs are fuppofed to contain 20,000 
Turkifh, 4000 Armenian, and about 500 Gieek fa- 
milies. It has twelve mofques with minarets, and many 
without ; feven Armenian churches, and one Greek 
chapel. Previous to the before-mentioned fire it con- 
tained twelve Chriftian churches, one of which was ar- 
chiepifcopal. Here were likewife two monafteries and 
two nunneries. The manufactures are fiik, leather, 
red linen, and copper worked into a variety of uten- 
f 1 Is. About two miles from the town are two fmall 
rooms cut out of the folid rock, and held in great ve- 
neration by the Chriftians, who fuppofc it to have been 
the retreat of St. Chryfoltom, during the time of his 
exile. 

It may not be improper to obferve, that Amafia con- 
tains the whole or the principal part of the antient pro- 
vinces of Pontus Cappadocia.*, Pontus Polemoniacus, 
and Pontus Galaticus. 

S V. C T I O N XIII. 
A h A 1) U T.I A. 

THIS ciivifion of Afia Minor is a country unfit for 
the pu moles of agriculture, being rough and 
hilly ; but it abounds in exce llent pallurcs, and pro- 
duces abundance of admirable unit, wines and ca.tl », 
particularly horles and camels, Ix-fidcs vail herds of 
goats and Jhcip, veniibn, all kinds of game, &c. The 
mountains contain diver, copper, iron, allum, &c. 

The province is divided into four lanmacfhips, which 
are again fubdivided into zarincts and timariots. The 
plundering banditti, or free- boot as, are veiy trouble- 
lbme in this country. The principal places at c, 

Caifar, 
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Caifar, the ahtient Ciefarea : it is a large town on 
the banks of the Milas, near mount Argceus, and near 
70 miles weft of Secias. The walls arc ftrong, and 
flanked with towers, and the caftle is in the center of 
the city. The bezar is handfome, and well fumifhed 
-with all forts of merchandize: the houfes in its neigh- 
bourhood are built either in the form of a tower with a 
cupola, or they refemble a fugar-loaf. The city is 
well fupplied with water from the river j and their 
principal trade is in cotton. 

Maiathiah, at the confluence of the Euphrates and 
Arfu, was anticntly called Melitene. It is in 38 deg. 
22 min. north lat. and 38 deg. 56 min. eaft long. It 
was formerly the feat of the Ottoman princes, and now 
of a Greek archbifhop. It is (till a confiderablc town, 
and well inhabited. 

Mars, or Marafchy is a large well built city in the 
fouth-caft boundaries of the province. It is fkuated on 
a fmall river, which falls into the Euphiates about 180 
miles to the fouthward of Trebizonde : it is a place of 
fome commerce, and the refidence of a bafTa. 

Anciently there were many fine cities in this country, 
fuch as Tyana, Nyfla, Nazianzum, &x. which at prc- 
fent are either heaps of ruins, or fuch mean villages as 
not to merit the lead mention. Among the eminent 
men who were born in this province, the foremoft upon 
the lift are Paufanias the Greek hiftorian, the two 
Gregoriesof Nagianzen, St. Baft], and St. George the 
patron of England, of whom we (hall ipeak a few words. 
St. George was born in the latter end of the third cen- 
tury, of Chriftian parents. He ferved in the army of 
the emperor Diode fian with great reputation for fome 
time, when that monarch reiblving on a perfecution of 
the Chriftians, and being unable to win over St. George 
to Paganifm, he ordered him to be put to the torture, 
which not fhaking his conftancy, he was beheaded by 
the command of that tyrant, on the 23d of April, A.D. 
290. St. George being repreiented on hoi fe back, and 
tilting at a dragon, is only an emblematical figure, im- 
plying, that he conquered the devil by his faith and 
Chriftian fortitude. Several churches have been dedi- 
cated to this faint. The noble order of the garter was 
founded in honour of hi mi and the 23d of April is ftill 
obferved in commemoration of his martyrdom; his 
blamelefs life, and unmerited death, having fecuredto 
him a glorious name. 

* Glory by few is rightly underftood : 

* What's truly glorious muft be greatly good/ 



SECTION XIV. 
CARAMANIA. 

THE provi nee of Caramania extends itfelf along 
the Mediterranean coall from north to fouth, com- 
prifing the ancient 1 ,ycia, Pamphilia, Pifidia, Lycao- 
nia, and Cilicia, with part of Ifauria, Phrygia, Paca- 
tiana, Galatia, Salutaris, and Cappadocia. It reaches 
from the neighborhood of Aiexandretta, to the Gulph 
of Macri, at the mouth of which lies the Ifland of 
Rhodes. This country is called by the Turks Caraman- 
Ili, and is divided into the (it cater and LeiTer j the lat- 
ter lying along the fea-coaft, and the former to the 
north of mount Taurus. It is governed by a hcgler- 
berg, whole revenue is exceedingly large, and ful My- 
elinate to whom are feven fangiac s, witli many zamins 
and timars. The principal places are, 

MyraorMyrra, which thcTuik* call Smimira, wis 
once a con (ulna hie city, but is now dwindled ahnofl 10 
nothing. It is about twenty -two miles north- eaft of 
P.itora, fituated near the mouth of the Limyrus. 

Patora was once the metropolis of Lycia, but is now 
a very inconuderable village, near the mouth of the 
Zanthus, between the Gulphs of Marri and S Italia. 

Satalia, the am ienr Aitalia, is called by the Turks 
Satahah. It was founeily an important city in Pam- 



philia, at the bottom of the gulph of its name, i n ,< 
deg. 45 niin. north latitude, and 31 deg. 20 min. eaft 
longitude. It is the ftrongeft place the Turks have U p 0 
this coaft. The harbour would be commodious, if th" 
entrance was not difficult and dangerous. It is one of 
the moft angular places in the univerfe, being divided 
into three di ft in 61 towns, each of which is feparated 
from the others by its own ftrong walls j and the gates 
are fhut up precifely at noon every Friday till cne 
o'clock, from a pretended prophecy, that on fuch a n 
hour the Chriftians are to furprize it. The whole is 
about fix miles in circumference. The buildings arc 
good, the place populous, and the trade confiderablc 
Thefummers are fo hot, that thofe who can afford it 
retire towards the mountains, where there is more air 
and fhade. The caftle, which commands the place 
is a very good one. The Chriftians had formerly a fine 
church in one of the towns, but it is at prefent con- 
verted into a Turkifh mofque. The neighbouring 
country is Very fertile and delightful, being covered 
with citron and orange groves, which afford an exqui- 
iite fragrancy. 

Saga la fllis, though anciently a tolerable town, does 
not at prefent merit the name of a village. The fame 
may be laid of Antiochia Pifidia;, or Caefarea, which 
ftands at the foot of mount Taurus, and was once the 
metropolis of the province. Such are the viciffitudes 
of fu biu nary things ! 

Iconium, now Cogni, or Kogni, is the metropolis 
of the bcglerbergatc. It ftands in the ancient Lycaonia, 
in a fertile pleafant plain, near a fine large lake of frefti 
water, which was anciently called Paulus Trogilis. It 
is about 1 10 miles from the Mediterranean Sea. It is 
furrounded by ftrong walls, adorned with towers, and a 
broad ditch. The Turks only inhabit the city. The 
Greeks, Armenians, and Jews, inhabit the fuburbs, 
which are fpacious. The city is commanded by a 
fmall cattle, and adorned with feveral mofques, a fe- 
raglio, and fome fpacious caravanferas, for the accom- 
modation of the caravans and travellers which pais 
through the town. The mutton here is exqu fite, the 
wool of the fheep admirable, and their tails fo large, 
that fledges are fattened to the animal, upon which they 
are drawn. 

Tarfus, the birth-place of the great apoftle Paul, 
was antiently the capital of Cilicia, and one of the beft 
towns of the l,efler Afia, but at piefent is quite de- 
cayed. It is fituated on the Cydnus, about fix miles 
from its mouth. The Turks call this town Tarfou, 
TarifTu and Horn. If we may venture to judge by 
the ruins of the old wall, it appears to have been near 
twelve miles in circumference. At the mouth of the 
river is a good commodious harbour, and about a mile 
below the town is the lake Rhegma, through which the 
Cydnus runs. 

Adam is a confiderablc town on the river Choqucn, 
to the eaft ward of Tarfus, about 35 miles on the road 
to Aleppo, and about 18 miles from the Mediterra- 
nean. This town contains a great number of beautiful 
fountains fupplied with water by aqueducts, and over 
the river is a fuperb bridge of 15 arches. The adja- 
cent country is pleafant, and the lbil fertile. 

Ajazzo, 01 I .ajazzo, which was formerly called Iflus, 
is fituated on a gulph of the Mediterranean, to which it 
gives name. It \vas anciently a place of very grc.it 
importance, and is at piefent a neat, ftrong, opulent 
lea- j*ort town. 

'1 he following cities and towns, which -were known 
to the anricnts, but of which the moderns have but very 
impel firt accounts, are now lb reduced to poor, mean, 
little hamlets, or lo totally ruined and defcricd, as not 
to merit any particular description, viz. A/.ar, Am'/ai- 
ba, Teleneirus, Xanthus, Phefelis, Pigua, Olbia, Ma- 
gydis, Side, Perga, Sitnum, Arpendus, Terincnus, 
Olba/a, I .yllia, &c. 

The principal livers in Caramania art the Xanthus* 
! iJtmus, Colli u:,, Kurymcdon, Cydnus, Sarus, 01 Sina- 
rus, Pyramus, 1 amyrus, Latauuto, &c. Caramania con- 

; * tains 
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many celebrated mountains 



moft of which are 
^rhTof mo7nt Taurus, viz. Olympus, of which 
bra rhtre are many mountains in Afia; Cragus, the 
SS^iE* Bo^hart derives from the Arabic word 
cS, which fignifies a rock, from whence, it i s pro - 
u M*- the Englifh word Crag originated ; ami Anti- 
2S.r5l fn £ycia. In Cilicia the moft remarkable 
UAmanus. The great chain, called mount Taurus, 
heiins in Lycia, and runs eaftward. But we mult not 
omit to mention the celebrated Lycian volcano moun- 
n called by the ancients Chimaera. Its bottom was 
*nfcfted with ferpents, the middle parts afforded pafture 
I „ c and the too was infefted by lions. 

' this 



for'goats, and the top was inteltec I by 

The Lycians built the city of Hepheftuc, ne; 
mountain, in honour to Vulcan, on account of its vol- 
cano, which is mentioned by Virgil in the 6th book of 
his #neid. 

SECTION XV. 
SYRIA. 



General Defcription 
Situation, Extent, 
Inhabitants, &c. 



of Syria, Divi/ions, Suhdivijions, 
Climate, Soil, Fertility, Produce, 



THIS country, in the moft extenlive fenfe, includes 
Syria properly fo called, Phoenicia or Phenice, 
and Judea or Palelline. It extends from north to fouth 
about 4.00 miles, and about 200 from eaft: to weft, be- 
ing bounded on the north by mount Amanus, and a 
branch of mount Taurus, which feparates it from Ar- 
menia Minor and Cilicia; on the eaft by the Euphrates, 
which divides it from Melbpotamia or Diarbec ; and 
on the weft by Arabia the Defert. 

The principal mountains are Libanus, Anti-Libanus, 
Gilead, Tabor, Carmel, Cafiius, Amanus, and Alfa- 
daurus, with fome fmaller in Judea, viz. Sion, Her- 
mon, Ebal, Olivet, Calvary, Gerizzim, and Moriah. 
Of thefe mounts the Eibanus and Anti-Labanus, which 
are fituated in Coelo-Syria, are of an altoniihing height 
and extent. 
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His proud head the airy mountain hides 
Among the clouds ; his moulders and his fides 
A lhady mantle cloaths; his curling brows 
Turn on the gentle ftream which calmly flows; 
While winds and rtorms his lofty forehead beat ; 
The common fate of all that's high and great/ 



Thefe mountains were formerly celebrated for their 
lofty cedars, which, at prefent, are reduced to a very 
fmall number : they are green all the year, anil bear 
leaves refembling thofe of the juniper-tree, the fmell of 
which is delightfully fragrant. The fmaller fpecies 
bear a kind of apple, as large as a pine-apple, but 
frnoother, and or a browner colour: they contain a 
tranlparent balm, whi?h falls from them by drops at 
certain feafons. Thefe apples always grow in chillers 
at the extremity of the branches. The incorruptibility of 
the cedar tree is owing to the bittcrnefs of the wood, 
which is fo great that no worm will harbour in it. 

The higheit parts of thefe mountains, and thofe of 
Amanus, are covered with (how the grcateft pa, t of the 
year; and in fome hollow places, whither the f-iu- beams 

M nn0t l ) r enmale » ir remains undiflolvcd the whole year. 
Many of the cavities abound with pctre factions which 
are exceedingly curious. 

1 he rivers are the Euphrates, Ionian, Caffimen, 
Licomes, Chryforrhoas, Orontcs, Odonis, Cherlcus, 
with others lels confulei able, particularly the Coik. or 
river of Aleppo. 

,. n J ff J uri,,l » receives its name from the brooks |or 
•™ Wan, which form it by uniting their dreams. * It 
rinerly overflowed its banks, as both facred and pro- 
ww ; writers inform us. It docs not, however, do fo at 
l^enr, but (lows with great regularity. 

-ynais blefled with the moil fercne, temperate, and 

No. 1- 
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healthful air imaginable. During the hot months of 
June, July, and Auguft, it is agreeably refrefhed by 
cooling breezes from the Mediterranean. The f-tce of 
the country is delightful and level, and the foil- rich and 
fertile. It abounds with not only all the neceflaries of 
life, but with all the delicacies which can gratify the 
moft luxurious appetite ; and is fuperior, in point of 
climate and produce, to ali other countries that even lie 
under the fa ne parallel of latitude. 

Here fummer reigns with one eternal fmilej 
Succeeding harvefts blefs the happy foil : 
Eair fertile fields, to whom indulgent heav'n 
Has ev'ry charm of ev'ry feafon giv'n. 
No killing cold deforms the beauteous year, 
The fpringing flowers no coming winter fear j 
But as the parent rofe decays and dies, 
The infant buds with brighter colours rife, 
And with their fweets the mother's fcent fupplics., 
Near them the violet grows with odours bleft, 
And blooms in more than Tyrian purple dreft* 
1 he rich jonquils their golden beams difplay, 
And lhine in glories emulating day. 
M he peaceful groves their verdant leaves retain, 
The ftxeams ftill murmur* uhdcfilM by rain, 
And tow'ring greens adorn the fruitful plain. 
The warbling kind uninterrupted fing, 
Warm'd with enjoyment of perpetual fpring.* 

Lady M. W. Montague. 

This charmihg country produces fpontaneoufly a 
fuperabundance of all that is neceflary for the proli or 
delight of man, for the indolent Turks are too lazy to 
cultivate it. The only people wTio take the leaft pains 
with the foil are the Armenians and Franks, who are 
fettled in the country. From what has been faid, it 
may naturally be inferred, that the inhabitants are plen- 
tifully fupplied with corn, wine, oil, figs, lemons, 
oranges, melons, canes, dates, cotton, honey, aroma- 
tic and medicinal herbs, &a They likewife breed 
great numbers of buffaloes and other oxen, camels, 
dromedaries, fwine, deer of all forts, hares, rabbits, 
and other game* They have a' breed of goats whofe 
hair is long, and of a colour exceedingly beautiful. 
The fheep are fome of the beft in the univerfe : their 
wool is exceeding fine and their tails are fo large 
that, to prevent their receiving any injury from trailing 
in the dirt, they are placed upon fledges, as in ibme 
other parts of Afia. Befides a variety of excellent fifli, 
this country abounds in wild fowl, fuch as partridges, 
quails, pheafants, turt)e-d«)ves, &c. The plains arc 
fo tender, fat, and humid, that the foil is turned up with 
wooden coulters. In fhort, though Syria contains 
fome rocky mountains, it would be the fined and moR 
defirable country in the univerfe, was it not under fuch 
a defpotic government ; but the Turkifli tyranny is 
fuch, that it prevents the inhabitants from ever tailing 
the fweets of that moft cfTcntial ncccftary to human hap- 
pinefs, viz. liberty. 



c 
t 
< 
c 
< 
( 
i 
< 



O l iberty, thou godtlefs heav'nly bright, 
Profufe of blifs, and pregnant with delight, 



Eternal plea fu res in thy prefence reign, 
And finding plenty leads thy wanton train. 
Eas'd of her load, fuhjedtion grows more light; 
And poverty looks chearful in thy fight. 
Thou mak'lt the gloomy face of nature gay; 
Giv'lt beauty to the fun, and fplcndur to the day.' 

Ik* fides Mahometans and Jews, many Chriftians of 
different leers inhabit Syria, viz. Greeks, Eatins, Ar<* 
menians, Malchires, Maronitrs, and Jacobites. 

The Armenians differ but little from the Greeks, 
and have a patriarch, whofe place o/rcfidence is Da- 
mafcus. The M acquit cs of mount Fabanus hold fome 
of the Greek, and fomeof the Eutychian tenets. They 
ffivc the facrament in both kinds, and ufe the Syriac 
liturgy. Their patriarch is alwayi filled Peter, and 

Y y looked 
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looked upon as the only true fuccefibr of that apof- 

tlc. . 

The Jews are here the principal brokers in the mer- 
cantile, and their wives the chief agents in the intrigu- 
ing way ; for, under the pretence of vending jewels, 
bees, perfumes, cofmctics, &c. they get admittance 
not only into the houfes, but harams of the Turks, and 
can Hip a billet-doux, eluding at the fame time the pe- 
netrating eye of Afiatic i'ufpicion, widi as much dex- 
terity as a Neapolitan valet can deceive a jealous Italian 
hu/band. 

The language fpoken by the Syrians is a corrupt 
kind of Arabic or Morefco. But moft of the inhabi- 
tants of the trading and maritime towns ufe the Lingua- 
Fran ca. 

Each of the grand divifions of Syria, viz. Syria 
Proper, Ccelo-Syria, Phcenicia, and Palefline, is go- 
verned by a beglerberg, fubordinate to whom are many 
fangiacs, zaims, timars, cadies, &c. 



SECTION XVI. 
SYRIA PROPER. 

SYRIA Proper is bounded on the fouth by the De- 
ferts of Arabia and Phcenicia, on the north by 
Armenia Minor, on the eafl by Mesopotamia, and on 
the weft by the Mediterranean. Syria Proper had an- 
ciently three fubdivifions, viz. Ccelo-Syria, or Syria 
the Hollow; Syria- Antiochcne, or Seleucis j and Syria 
Comagene. 

The principal places in that fubdivifion, called Co- 
magene, arc, 

Samofata, which the Turks now call Scempfal, and 
was once the capital of Comagene, but at prefent is 
only a wretched village, furrounded by heaps of ruins. 
It (lands on the Euphrates, on the confines of Armenia 
Major, 22 miles from Edifla. The celebrated fatirical 

poet Lucian was born here. 

Dolica, called by the Turks Doliche, once an epif- 
copal fee, but at prefent a mean ill-built town, thinly 
peopled, and of little confederation. It is fituated on 
the river Marfyas, which difembogues itfelf into the 
Euphrates. 

Nothing now remains but the names, and a little 
rubbifh, of the ancient cities of Germanics, Singia, 
Antiochia-ad-Taurum, Catamana, Deba, Chaomia, 
and CheHnadura. 

In that fubdivifion of Syria called Seleucis, or An- 
tiochene, which is bounded on the north by Comagene, 
on the fouth by Carlo- Syria and Phoenicia, on the weft 
by the Mediterranean, and on the call by Melbpota- 
mia, the principal places aie, 

Scanderoon, which was anciently called Alexandrct- 
ta, or I attle Ak X indria, to diltinguifh it from Alexan- 
dria in J'gypr. lilies in 36 deg. 34mm. north lati- 
tude, and .[') dej». 40 min. eaft long, at the diltance of 
about 60 miles to the weflward of Aleppo, to which it 
is the poit town, and Rands near the fea on the Gulph 
<)l f\)d-//j\ t but iis marfhy fituation renders the town 
Jb unhealthy, that it only contains, at prefent, a con- 
fided and draggling heap of mean wretched houfes, 
built of wood, or huts formed of the boughs of trees, 
interwoven and covered widi mud, inhabited princi- 
pally by Greeks, who accommodate common travellers 
and jailors that re fort hither j as people of a fupeiior 
lank ulually lodge with the con fu Is of tluir refpc&ive 
nations, who have handibme houfes at a confiderable 
ditlance from the town. During the hot months the 
natives themfclvcs retire to a village called Bcylan, 
which is fituated on a high hill, at ahout two leagues 
diltance, and abounds in excellent water, and admira- 
ble fruits. If Urangers happen to arrive during this 
Jlilny leaibn, they leldom elcane with their lives. The 
above-mentioned mountain viclds a thorouglifarc to the 
north-cart, wind by means otan opening j and whenever 
tt blows hard, the lhips in the harbour all put to fea 



general, 



with the utmoft expedition, to avoid being dalhed 
pieces. 0 
Some aflert that this city was built by Alexander th 
Great, in commemoration of a victory obtained ove* 
Darius in its vicinity. It is defended' only by an oM 
decayed cattle, and a few foldiers, under the command 
of the governor. But we mud not omit to mentio 
this fingular circumftancc, that the correfpondence b ° 
tween Scanderoon and Aleppo, was formerly earned 
on by means of pidgeons, that were taught to fly ba<'k 
wards and forwards with letters fattened about thX> 
necks. This cuftom, however, has been lon» fi 
difcontinued. The adjacent country is, in 
level, rich, and fertile. 

A bout twenty-two miles from Scanderoon is the an 
cient city of Antioch, or at lead its remains. It Wa ~ 
formerly the capital of all Syria, and one of the n 10 11- 
noble metropolitan cities in the univerfe, but is at pre 
fent reduced to a poor mean hamlet, containing only a 
few fcattered houfes. It is fituated in a fine plain of ig 
miles in extent, on the river Hafi, or Orante. The 
Turks call it Antackia. The vaft number of plantain 
poplars, fycamores, fruit-trees, Sec. in the gardens of 
the town, make it look like a forefl at a diltance. h 
has a caftle which commands the town and river, and 
fome confiderable remains of ancient temples, walls 
churches, &c. together with an extenfive canal. The 
difciples of Chriit firft obtained the name of Chriftians 
in this city. St. Paul and St. Barnabas preached a 
twelvemonth in this place. St. Luke the Evangelift, 
and St. Ignatius the martyr, were born here. 

Selucia, or Selucia Piera, which latter denomination 
was given to diftinguifh it from another town of the 
fame name on the Tigris, was anciently a confiderable 
fea-port town, though at prefent but a trifling village, 
fituated on the Mediterranean, at the mouth of the 
Orontes, about 60 miles from Scanderoon. The Franks 
call it the port of St. Simeon : but its TurkiKh name is 
Seluki-Jelber. 

Tertafo, which was formerly called Orthofn, v.ms 
once a famous fea-port, and an epifcopal fee ; but it 
prefent it is a very inconfiderable place, and inhabited 
only by poor fifhermen. 

I„atakin, or Ladhikiyn, the ancient Laodicea, was 
founded by Seleucus Nicanor, or the Victorious, and 
called by him after his filler's name. It is the molt 
northern city of Syria, fituated upon a rifing ground, 
with a full profre£t of the fea, in 35 deg. 30 min. north 
latitude. It is a confiderable maritime town. 

This city contains many antique remains, part'eu- 
larly feveral rows of columns of granite and porphyiy, 
with part of an aqueduct, which Jofephus affirms was 
built by king Herod. The ilructure is fj.acious, bur 
not arched. Here is a mofque formed of a magni'i- 
cent ancient triumphal arch, fupported by Corinth) in 
pillars : the architrave is embellifhcd with a variety 0! 
warlike trophies. Many Greek anil Latin infciiption-, 
are found among the ruins, but they are in general l<» 
much defaced, as to be unintelligible. To the well 
of the city are the remains of a harbour, bigenoupn ro 
hold the largeft navy in the univerfe. The month, 
which is about forty feet wide, is defended by a caftle 1 
and the whole is in an amphitheatr'.cal form. It is k» 
choaked up at prefent, as to admit only of a few final! 
veflels. 

The remarkable catacombs which are a little to the 
northward of the city, excite the attention of travellers. 
They contain large (tone coffins, embellilhed with em- 
blematic figures, fhells, &c. The covers of lome arc 
fupported by pilafters, generally of the Corinthian, hut 
fometimes of the Ionic order. Thefe coffins are de|«>- 
fited in cells on the fide of a number of chambers hol- 
lowed deep into the rock, being each from ten to thntv 
feet fquare. The moll refpected of the fepidcbrn 
chambers is that called St. Teckla, wluch is dedicated 
to that firft virgin martyr. In the midft is a lpri"tf. 
to which many miraculous eftl-ds have been alenh™' 
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<rhe whole of the adjacent country is extremely ro- 
• from the intermixture of rocks, woods, f epul- 
ma nnc, cro ttos. fountains, cafcades, &c. A 

^ eS, l?s from the place called the Serpent Fountain 
fcW ^ fuindles, or maguzzels, a name which is given 
ar wral painted cylindrical buildings, that are erected 
t0 7 number of fepulchres, 

0V Thc ruTns of the ancient city of Arka are delight- 
c iiv fituated oppofite the northern extremity of mount 
i hanus To the eaftward a romantic chain of moun- 

' s appear. A fine extenfivcplain, interfperfed with 
^Mes villages, ponds, rivers, &c, opens to the north, 

d the fea is feen to the weft. The city was erected on 
a " fummit of a hill of a conical form, which appears 

have been a work of art. A fine ftream waters the 
t0 \\ey below the city. Neverthelefs, the inhabitant* 
were iupphed with water from mount Libanus, by 
nieans of a magnificent aqueduct 

SECTION XVII. 
COELO-SYRIA. 

THIS divifion of Syria comprehends the following 
places : Apamea, founded by Seleucas Nicanor, 
and fo named in honour of his mother, as Antioch was 
after his father, Laodicea after his fifter, and Seleucia 
from himfelf. It is greatly fallen from its former fplen- 
dor, but ftill remains a confiderable town, ftanding on 
a fpot of ground which is almoft furrounded by a lake 
formed by the river Orontes, about fixty miles to the 
fouthward of Aleppo; fo that it has no communication 
with the land, but by an ifthmus or imall neck. The 
Turks and Greeks call it Hama. It is the refidence of 
a beglerberg„whofe government is very extenfive, The 
adjacent territory is exceedingly rich and fertile. The 
city is well watered, retains many marks of its ancient 
magnificence, and was very early an epifcopal fee. It 
lies in- 35 deg. 6 min. north latitude, and 37 deg. 18 
min. eaft longitude. Near this pity Seleucus conftantly 
fed 500 large elephants. 

Between Antioch and Tortofa, near mount Ufa, 
there is a little mean village called Margat, which was 
anciently a confiderable place, named Marathos. 

Fmela, EmifTa, orEmifa, is fituated between Apa- 
mea and L/aodicea, on the river Orontes. The* mad 
emperor Heliogabalus was born here, and on that ac- 
count took the whim into his head to be made one of 
the priefts of its temple. The Turks at prefent call it 
Haman, or Aman. It is under the jurisdiction of the 
beglerberg of Damafcus, who governs it by means of a 
deputy. It ftill makes a confiderable figure, notwith- 
ftanding what it has fuffered by earthquakes, and the 
various changes it has undergone. It is furrounded 
by good flone walls, with fix fiiperb gates, and feveral 
magnificent towers at proper diftances. The walls are 
environed by a fpacious ditch ; and on an eminence there 
is a cattle, which commands and defends the town. 
Here are fome fine churches, the greateft part of which 
are converted into mofques. The cathedral is a magni- 
ficent ftructure, fupporred by ^4 marbje colums, 
adorned with baJTo- relievos and Greek inferiptions. 
The Chriftians are permitted to pray in it at certain 
tunes i befhles which they have fome churches appro- 
priated entirely to their own ufe. The bezars, kans, 
caravanferas, cVc. are, in general, very handfome 
ltiu<Ws. The inhabitants trade in filks, and a fine 
kind oNu edlework of (ilk, gold, and filver, curioufly 
intei mingled together. The adjacent country is very 
rich and fritilc, anil the gardens in the environs exceed- 
ingly delightful, abounding in a great variety of ex- 
cellent plants, and delicious fruits. In all the gardens 
innumerable mulberry trees aie planted in regular rows, 
rn r 1 « W;Ucrci ^ ;,G tIu! th-mand for mulberry leaves 

Jvi " lll,C worms is VCI T great. 

WUcppo, the fined and molt opulent city in all Syria, 

min a 6 i Ul ' g ' 30 min ' nunh latitude, and 37 deg. 50 

« n >n, can longitude, about fixtv miles to the eaftward of 
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Scanderoon. It is buift on eight eminences or hills, 
one of which in the center of the city is higher than the 
reft, and on its top there is a ftrong caftle. 

Aleppo, i n chiding the (uburbs, is about (even miles 
in circumference. In extent, riches, and population, 
it is inferior to Conftantinople and Grand Cairo, but 
exceeds them both in the elegance of its buildings, The 
furrounding wall is old and decayed, and the ditch con- 
verted into gardens. The houfes are of ftone, built in 
a quadrangular form, confiding of a ground floor and 
an attic ftory ; the roofs are flat, and either (pread with 
plaifter or paved with ftone; the ceilings, pannels, 
doors, windows, &c. are neatly gilded and painted, 
and adorned with inferiptions from t;he Koran, or the 
beft Afiatic poets ; fo that their very embellifhments are 
fubfervient to the purpofes of morality, and their 
chambers are rendered tacit advifers to prudence and 
precaution. Of thefe inferiptions the following fpeci- 
mens may be entertaining to the reader. 

The Mahometans are exceedingly fond of the two 
following paflages from the Koran or Alcoran, which 
are therefore frequently found about their rooms written 
in letters of gold. 

The firft, which is deemed one of the beft adages in 
the Koran, is, " Forgive eafily, do good to all, and 
difpute not with the ignorant." The other, which re- 
lates to the Almighty's (topping the deluge, is, " Earth 
fwallow down thy waters, fky drink up thofe thou haft 
poured forth. The waters were immediately gone* 
the commands of God were executed. The, ark refted 
on the mountain, and thefe words were heard, " Woe 
to the welted" 

We fhall add the following fix inferiptions from the 
Koran, as they are conqife and fignifixant, and fre- 
quently ufed ; 

< Four things ftiould never flatter us ; the familarity 
c of princes, the careflfes of women, the fmiles of our 
« enemies, nor a warm day in winter j for none of 
c thefe are of long duration.' 

' One pound of food is fufHcient in one day %o fup- 
c port you : if you eat more it is a load, and you muft 
' fupport in your turn that* 

1 We are the bow, and Ihoot but in the dark : 
c 'Tis God directs the arrow to its mark.' 
c He that wifhes to content his defires by the poflef* 
c fion of what he wi flies for, is like him who endeavours 
< to put out fire with ftraw/ 

* To obtain knowledge you muft have 
c The vigilance of a crow, the greedinefs of a hog, 
c The carefles of a cat, and the patience of a dog/ 

1 I have cleaned my mirror, and fixing* my eyes on 
c it, I perceived fo many defects in myfelf, that I eaft- 
c iy forget thofe of others.' 

But to return to our defcription of Aleppo: the 
ftreets have a dull appearance on account of being 
(hieldod from the view by <Jead walls, If pallifadoes 
were ufed inftead of walls, it would render the ftreets 
admirably pleafant, as the court-yards are all prettily 
paved, and have a fountain in the center environed with 
a little verdure. 

The beft houfes have uftially on the ground floor a 
hall covered with a dome, with a fountain in the middle 
to cool it. Among the numerous mofques of this city 
(bme are very magnificent and agreeable, There is a 
fountain of ablution, and fometimes a little garden in 
the area of each, In every garden you are fure to find 
cypreis. The kans are fpacious and elegant, but the 
(hops a/e fmajl. The buyer (lands always without, none 
being admitted within a (hop but fJie rrjafter and hi* 
clerk. They ufually fhut them about an hour and a 
half after fun-fct. There is groat Angularity to be ob- 
fcrved in the houfes of Aleppo ; the doors arc ftrongly 

cafed with iron> but the locks are only flightly made of 
wood. 

The ftreets, though narrow, are extremely clean, and 
always wejl paved. All offenfive manufactures and difr 
agreeable trades are confined to the fuburbsj in which, 
among others, there is a glafs manufactory. 

Every 
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Every houfe has a well, but the waters being brack- 
ifh, are not ufed in dreffing. provifions, or to drink j 
the water for thefe purpofes being brought from iome 
fine fprings by means of an aquedudt, and properly 
diftributed by fome communicating pipes. 

The houfe fuel is wood and charcoal ; but the bag- 
nios are heated with dung, the parings of fruit, &c. 
the gathering of which gives employment to many poor 
people. 

Aleppo is fituated in avaft plain* The environs of 
the city are ftony and uneven; but, at a few miles dii- 
tant, the circumadjacent country is level and fertile. 
Ncverthelefs, the whole has the mime of the defert. 
The weftern part of the city is wafhed by a dream call- 
ed Coic, which, with the wells in the city, and the 
water brought by the aqueduct, is all the water that is 
to be found for the fpace of thirty miles round. The 
neighbouring villages have none but rain water, which 
they fave in large citterns. 

The air is lb pure and free from damps, that the in- 
habitants fleep on the houfe-tops without the lealt in- 
convenience. The only winter is from December 12 
to January 20 ; but even then the fun lias great power 
in the middle of the day. The mow never lies more 
than a day upon the ground ; and the ice is feldom or 
ever ftrong enough to bear the weight of a man. From 
May to the middle of December, the air is exceflive 
hoti but the moft malignant heat continues only about 
five days, during which the inhabitants keep within 
doors as much as poffible, and, defend themfelves from 
the pernicious winds by fhutting dole their windows and 
doors. The harveft commences in the beginning of 
May, and ufually lafts about twenty days. The horfes 
are fed with barley, as oats do not grow nearer than 
Antioch. Near the city, but more particularly in the 
neighbouring country, from Shogre to Letachia, are a 
great number of tobacco plantations, a conhderable 
trade being carried on in that article with Egypt. The 
adjacent country yields a few olives, red and white 
grapes, and feveral kinds of fruit, which are but indif- 
ferent. At fome diftance from the city a ipecies of ful- 
ler's earth is found, which is an excellent fubftitute for 
foap. Black cattle are fcarce : the larger fort are kept 
for labour, the fmaller have fhort horns, and the buffa- 
loes are valued on account of their milk. It is to be 
obferved, that the Turks and Jews feldom or ever ear 
beef, their favourite food being mutton, of which they 
have plenty at Aleppo. There are two forts of fliecp, 
the one much like the F.nglifh fheep, and the other of 
the fpecies with large rails, which they drag after them 
on fledges, as already mentioned. The goats have 
long ears, and give excellent milk, which is fold about 
the (Ireets from April to September. 

The butter and cheefe are made either from the milk 
of cows, buffaloes, fheep, or goats. The people are 
very fond of leban, or coagulated milk. Here are 
plenty of hares and antelopes : the latter are of two forts, 
viz. the antelope of the mountain, and the antelope of 
the plain : the former is the moil beautiful, the back 
and neck being of a dark brown ; the latter, though its 
colour is brighter, is neither fo fwift or fo well ma le. 
Tame rabbits are kept in the city, and fome few wild 
frags are found in the country, as well as porcupines. 
The Franks of the Romifh pcrfuafion often eat land 
turtles and frogs. The camels of this country are good 
and ferviceable, but the horfes are very indiftei ent. 
Hyrcnas are found among the locks, which feldom at- 
tack the human race, but commit great ravages among 
the flocks, and even plunder the fepulchres. In the 
city of Aleppo are valt numbers of dogs; and the envi- 
rons are infelled with wolves. Seipenrs are innumera- 
ble, particularly a white fnuke, which is found in 
houfes, but whole bite is not venomous. The fcolo- 
uervdra anil Icorpion often fling the natives, but a few 
no\irs pain is the only eonfecpience. Belides the above, 
here are locuits, lizards, bees, filk- worms, all kinds 
of fowls, &c. 

Hawking and hunting are favourite, itmufcificnts. 



The fportfmen have a very beautiful fpecies of the < 
hound; Shooting i» exercifed only for 

Aleppo* by con pu cation, is inhabited by 
Turks, 30,000 Chrillians, and 5000 Jews. 
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Chriftians are Greeks, Armenians, Syrians, andM- 
nites. They have each a church in the iiibm h Ju<jj^ 
where they all 1 elide. The common language is 1 
gar Arabic. The better fort of Turks ffeak rhc Pud 
ifh i the Jews fpeak Hebrew ; the Armenians i{ u ., r ^ 
tive tongue; and fome of the Syrians undertfcami 11, 
Syriac ; but the Greeks know little or nothing of cu i * 
the ancient or modern Greek language. ° aci 
In genera], the people are weW made, of a m'uljj 
ftature, inclining to lean, but inactive and languid. I nc 
citizens are ufually fair j but the peafants, who are ex 
poled to the fun, fwarthy. Both have black hair, am j 
black eyes. They are tolerably handibme when yo U „ L , 
but Hem to appear old by thirty. The females uuriy 
about the age of fourteen. It isveiy lingular tlut i)u- 
men gird ihemft Ives very tight about the waiit in order 
to make themfelves look flender, and the women do all 
they can to render themfelves plump, as they deem a 
flender waifl a great deformity. 

Tuc people in general arc polite, but guilty of dif- 
fimulation, and affectedly grave. They often quarrel 
but never fight. The coffee- houfes are frequented only 
by the vulgar. The amufements within doors are chef* 
backgammon, drafts, and the game of the ring, which 
only con lifts of "gu effing under what coffee-cup the ring 
is put : the winner blacks the face of the lofer, and put* 
a fool's cap on his head. Though Chriftians arc fond 
of playing for money, the Turks only play for amtifc- 
ment, or fometimes for a feafl to entertain their friends. 
Dancing is defpifed, and only practifed by buflboas, 
who, as well as wreftlers, are attendants at all enter- 
• tainments. 

The common bread is made of wheat, badly ferment 
ed, and badly baked. People of fa fh ion have, how- 
ever, a better fort. Befides thefe, they have bilcuus 
and rufks ftrewed with fennel flower. 

Thole who pay vi fits are entertained with a pipe of 
tobacco, wet fweetmeats, and coffee, without fugar or 
milk. When particular refpect is intended, fheibet 
and a fprinkling of rofe -water are added. But as loon 
as the hoft begins to wifh his vifitor gone, the wood of 
aloes is produced, which implies, that the vific ha* been 
lufficiently long. Men and women here liuoke to ex- 
cels. The tube of the pipe is made of the wood of the 
role -tree, but the bowl is of clay. Opium is in hrtle 
eflcem at Aleppo i and thofe who take it to excels are 
looked upon as debauchees. Here are no coaches j the 
better fort of people ride on horfeback, widi a number 
of fcrvants on foot parading before them. Women of 
rank are carried irr litters, and the lower clafs in co- 
vered cradles on mules. 

They goto bed early, and fleep in the principal part 
of their cloaths. Their bed conflfls of a mattrafs, and 
over it a fhcet, in iummer ; and a carpet, with a flieei 
fewed to it, in winter. The men arc either lulled to 
reft by mu fie, fmoke themfelves to fleep, or talked ro 
Deep by their women, who are taught to tell imiuincia- 
ble (lories for tlut piirpofc The people are, in gene- 
ral;, grofsly ignorant; few even of the better fort can 
read* The clergy are not only divines, but lawyers 
and phyficians. They have many colleges, but little 
or nothing is taught in them. The government dues 
not permit of the practice of anatomy, their phyiiei.ins 
and furgeons, therefore, can know bin. little <->l we 
(trucliire of the human body. 

TJie old men colour their beards black to roiuval 
their age; and the old women dye their hair ird wim 
henna, to lender it graceful. They likewile d>e thur 
hands and feet with the forms of roles and othei lloweis 
which appears very di (agreeable to an r.uropean. i 
women in the villages, anil all the Chinganas and Auius, 
wear gold or (ilvcr ringu through their right nulling 
The Turks bicakfaft on honey, 1 a* ban clieeie, fried 
eggi, 6lc. I hey dine about eleven o'clock. l nc >' 
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" rc , a ™*de of copper tinned, or fjlver. The 
b0 *t ar STtrlnrftooi P about fourteen inches high, 
iS tk icfa ptece of red cloth (s fpread, to prevent 
rt- ,n from being fpoiled. There is no table cloth, 
^ fUs are covered with long filk napkins. 

7 h hi in one by one, and changed as foon as every 
br0U ? Mfted a .little. The lebar* in bafons 5 bread, 
ffiad." SEtaT fpoo-, fee. are difpofed in order 
f ^ the edores The fpoons are made of wood, horn, 

Theyufe neither knives or forks. 
STftSt dimTs broth, and the laft pilaw. The inter- 
mediate dimes are mutton roafted and ftewed with 
herbs, and cut to pieces ; ftewed pidgeons, fowls, &c. 
fluffed with rice apd fpices } but the moll favourite difti 
i s a whole lamb fluffed with rice, almonds, ratlins, 
niftachios, &c. They have ljkewjfe a defert of fweet 
ftarch, and a thin fyrup with it, with currants, raifkis, 
dried apricots, Oices of pears, piftachios, apples, &c, 
fwimming in it, of which each pats a, fpoonful, and then 

the repaft is concluded. 

They drink water at meals, and coffee after dinner t 
fup about five in the winter, and fix in the dimmer. 
The licentious drink wjne and fpirits publicly, but the 

and when 



hypocritical part of tfie people in private ; 
they once begin, they generally drink to excefs. 

They have a few black flaves in Aleppo, which are 
brought from Ethiopia by way of Cairo, but the flaves 
ar e, in genera], white, being Georgians, Criminals 
are here hanged, impaled, or beheaded, at the option 
of the judge i but the ianiflaries are fir angled by a cord 
jilted twice round the neck, and drawn tight with a 
piece of. Hick- 

The Chriftians of Aleppo eat much in the fame man- 
ner as the Turks, only the latter ufe oil, and fhe fojv 
met butter. 

There is but little difference in the cuftoms and ce- 
remonies of the Greek, Syrian, Armenian, and Maro- 
nite Chi iftians. A Maronite nuptial ceremony is thus 
conduced : The bridegroom's relations are invited to 
the houfe of the bride to an entertainment : after flip- 
per they return to the bridegroom's houfe, who has not 
hitherto appeared; for he is obliged to hide himfelf, 
and not to be found without a pretended fearch. At 
length he is brought out in his worft cloaths, but foon 
after the bridemen conduct him to a chamber, which 
contains the wedding garments, where he is lefttodreis 
himfelf. About midnight the company, preceded by 
a band of mufic, and each carrying a lighted candle, 
goto the bride's houfe and demand her. Admittance 
is refilled, and a mock fight enfues. The bride is 
taken prilbner, and, being clofely veiled, is conducted 
to the bridegroom's houfe. The night is fpent in feaft- 
ing and mirth ; but the bride imifl not fpeak the whole 
time. The bifhop, or prieft, comes the next morn- 
ing to perform the ceremony, in which he puts crowns 
on their heads, and joins the hands of the bride and 
bridegroom, who each have a ring to put on the finger. 
A few ridiculous, uninterclring and riotous ceremonies 
enfue; and the bridegroom is not left to himfelf till 
twelve o'clock at night, when he is permitted to retire 
to die bride. All the bride'* female acquaintance fend 
flowers to her as prefents for lome days after her mar- 
riage; but flic is not allowed to fpeak for the fpace of 
a mouthy even to her hufband. 

The Franks here are principally French and Knglifh. 
i he knglifh have a con fill, chaplain, chancellor, and 
clihui, Th c French have their conful, drugumun, and 
other officers, and are more numerous than the Knglifh. 
No Dutchman refutes here except the conful. A few 
yennian merchants, and Italian Jews, are, however. 
Jettlcd m the place. 

The plague is the mod dreaded thing at Aleppo: it 

D f'n S C V aHC in J linc « and tk ' crcartrs ' m July * and 
urually vifirs the inhabitants every ten years, when it 

commits vafl devaitations. To avoid the infection the 

iwiowmg circumilances are co be obferved. Never go 

No. 17, p 
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abroad fafting : drink pi en ti full ybf acids : live regular- 
ly, but not abftemioufly: avoid excefs and pa flion : 
breathe through a handkerchief, or fponge, wetted with 
vinegar, or an infufion of rue : fwallow not the fpitde : 
walh your mouth, face, and hands, often with vinegar ; 
air your cloaths well, change them pfteij, and fmoak 
them with fulphur. 



SECTION XVIII, 
PHOENICIA, or PHENICE, 

PHOENICIA, taken in its largeft extent, is boundr 
ed by the Mediterranean on the weft, by Coslo- 
Syria and Batanea on the eaft, by Paleftine on the 
fputh, and Syria Proper on the north. 

In ancient times this country made a very considera- 
ble figure in hiftory, on account of the ingenuity of its} 
inhabitants, its manufactures, commerce, colonies, &c f 
To the Phoenicians are attributed the invention of let- 
ters, the art of navigation, glafs -making, &c. 

This country is a narrow flip pf land, running along 
the fea-poafl from north to fouth. Anciently it was) 
divided into Syro-Phcenicia, and lylarjtime Phoenicia, 
and pontained many fine cities and fpa-ports. In die 
facred writings it is diftinguifhed by the name of Ca- 
naan. The principal places are; 

Tripoli, or Tripoli of Syria, fo called to diftinguifh 
it from other places of the fame name. It ftands in the 
Levant Sea, in 34 deg. 30 min, north latitude, and 36 
deg. 15 min. eaft longitude, at the foot of mount Li- 
banus. It had its name from its forming three cities, 
each ofthem a ftade's diftaripe from the other ; one of 
which belonged to the Arabians, another to the Sido r 
nians, and a third to the Tyrians. AH> however, are 
at prefent united, and it is ftill a flqurifhing pity, being 
divided into what is called Upper and Lower Town, 
It is extenfive, ftrong, populous, and opulent, adorn- 
ed with fine gardens and orphards, plantations of mul- 
berry trees, &c. The walls are ftrong, and fortified 
with feven towers. The caftle is the refidence of the 
beglerberg, and garrjfbned by aoo janiflaries. It is a 
ftrong fortrefs, fituated on an eminence, and well ftor- 
ed with cannon. On account of its importance, it i$ 
deemed the metropolis of Phoenicia. The city is com- 
modious, and watered by a little river. The harbour 
is very open, but is rather defendpd by two fmall iflands 
at about two leagues from it. There are fix fa uare 
towers or caftles along the fhore, well fortified with ar- 
tillery. The town contains 8000 houfes, and 60,000 
inhabitants, who confift of Turks, jews, and Chrif- 
tians, The river has a good ftone fridge over it, ancj 
turns feveral mills. The gardens have all cafcades or 
fountains; and even the chambers have water conveyed 
to them. In the gardens the people fpend moft of their 
fummer, being bulled in their fillc-worm manufactory. 
The air is clear and healthy, the country rich and fer-< 
tile, and the town plentifully fupplied with all kinds of 
provifions. Here is a large hand fome mofque, which 
was once a Chriftjan church. The Jefuits have a hand-r 
fome college, and the Chriftians in general fome mo- 
naileries and chapels, 

Botrys, or Botrus, was once a confiderable place, 
but is now a poor village inhabited by fifhermen, Hand- 
ing on the coaft to the fouth of Tripoli, and called by 
the Turks Patron, or plpatron. 

Byblus, or Byblos ? formerly a fine city, but now a 
mean village, denominated Gebail, is fi mated on the 
coaft, about ao miles fouth of Tripoli. The fiver 
Adonis, defcending from mount L.ibanus, runs thro* 
the town. This river is fubjedl to fwell to an immode- 
rate degree by the mcltjng of fnow, or falling of rains -> 
and at certain times the waters appear bloody, which 
the fuperftitious inhabitants tiled to impute to the death 
of Adonis, who is thus alluded to in fcri inure, under 
the name of Tammuz, or Thammuz, Ezckiel viii. 14. 
" Then he brought me to the door of the gate of thq 
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Lord's houfe, which was towards the north, and behold 
there fat women weeping for Tammuz." 

The natural caufe of this pretended bloodinefs is only 
a kind of minium or red earth, which is brought away 
by the waters when they fwell to an unufual height, 
and give the river a crimfon tinge* 

The poetical fab'? of Adonis is, that having neglect- 
ed the good advice given him by Venus, relative to 
hunting, he was devoured by a wild boar, and after- 
terwards transformed by that goddefs into the flower 
called anemonie. 

In this town there is a deputy governor, fubordinate 
to the bcglerberg of Syria, and a fmall garrifon. There 
is, however, but little trade, the harbour being almoft 
choaked up. 

Berytus was once a flourifhing city, but is now upon 
the decline. The ftreets are narrow, dirty, and dark. 
It is, however, a trading place, and a ftage for the 
caravans that go to Grand Cairo- It is fituated on the 
fea-coafr, in a country that is fertile and delightful, 
about foity miles from Tripoli. About the town fome 
(lately ruins are vifible, particularly of the palace and 
gardens of Taccardine, the fourth emir or prince of the 
old Drufians ; and of an old amphitheatre, fuppofed to 
have been built by Agrippa. The trade confifts of fine 
tapeftry, camblets, nlks, cinnamon, nutmegs, ginger, 
caftia, pepper, rhubarb, cochineal, &c. Along the 
coaft mulberry and other trees, gourds, colocynth, &c. 
abound. 

Sarepta, Serphant, or Serphanda, a city anciently 
celebrated for the abode which the prophet' Elias made 
in it with a poor widow, is at prefent but an indifferent 
village, about a mile from the fea, and fituated on a 
hill, 

Sidon, or Sayd, as the Turks call it, a city cele- 
brated both in facred and prophane hiftory, more par- 
ticularly for its extenfive trade, is now a fmall town, 
and contains about 6000 inhabitants. Here are many 
mofques, two kans, a public bagnio, and a fine fquare 
building, called the cotton market. The exports con- 
fid of Turkey leather, piftachios, fenna, buffalo fkins, 
cotton, blue iilks, rice, fbap from Egypt, afhes, oil, 
raifins, &c. There are the ruins of a fine port on the 
north fide of the town. The city is governed by a 
bafhaw, and an aga, who has under his command 
about 300 foldiers, quartered in the caftle and the town. 
The harbour is large, but not fafe, on which account 
the fhips ride at anchor about a mile from the town, 
under a ridge of rocks. The gardens in the fuburbs 
contain groves of mulberry, olive, tamarind, fycamore, 
and other trees. The French conful re fides in a very 
pleafant houfe near the before-mentioned rocks where 
the fhips lie at anchor. The city, it is laid, had its 
name from the eldeft fon of Canaan. 

Tyre, Tyrus, or Sor, as it was anciently called, was 
fituated upon a rock, which its name implies. It was 
ufually named the daughter of Sidon, being about two 
hundred furlongs diftam from that city. Tyre had two 
havens, one towards Sidon, and the other towards 
Egypt, and was divided into three cities, viz. Pahe- 
Tyre, that is, Tyre on the Continent, or Old Tyic; 
Tyre on the I (land; and Tyre on the Peninfula. The 
houfes of the city were very lofty, which was owing to 
the fcarciiy of ground. The buildingj in geneial were 
magnificent, particularly the fuperb temple « reeled by 
its king Hiram, and dedicated to Jupiter, Hercules, 
and Altai te \ the walls of which were 150 feet high, 
proportionally broad, firmly built of huge blocks of 
Irouc, and cemented together with a fining white 
mortar. 

This once poweiful city, the capital of Phoenicia, 
the emporium of commerce, and mill reft of the fea, 
equally famed foi its trade, beauty, and opulence, and 
for many ages deemed impregnable, both from iis ;il - 
mofl inacccflible (mutton, and the ftrength of its falsi- 
fications made by art, \% now a mere defert. Its pre- 
fent inhabitants are only a few poor wretches who dwell 

in caverns, and fubfill by iiihing : fuch is the coinple- 
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tion of Ezekiel's prophecies concerning it, of which w 
fhall tranfcribe the words : " Thus faith the LORf) 
God, behold I am againft thee, O Tyrus, and will 
caufe many nations to come up againft thee, as the 
u fea caufe th his waves to come up, and they fhall de- 
ftroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers" 
I will alfo fcrape her duft from her, and make her 
like the top of a rock : ir fhall be a place for the 
fpreading of nets in the midft of the fea: for I have 
fpoken i^ faith the Lord, and it fhall become a fpoil 
to the nations." Ezek. chap. xxvi. 3, 4, and 5. ] c 
is uncertain what kings reigned before A bid ale, or Abei- 
mal, who was contemporary with, and an enemy to 
king David. His fon Hiram, who fucceeded him 1012 
years before Chrift, feems^ however, to have been of 
a different difpofition ; for he not only maintained a 
ftricl friendfhip and alliance with David, butfent pre- 
fents of cedar, and fkilful workmen, to the royal 
pfalmift; and on his demife tranfmitted to his fon Solo- 
mon, by cmbaiTy, letters of condolence, which, with 
the anfwers, were extant in the time of Jofephus, as 
that admirable Jewifh writer informs us. Hiram like- 
wife not only furnifhed workmen and the principal ma- 
terials for building the Temple of Solomon, but ad- 
vanced 120 talents of gold to forward that great work. 
Tyre was befieged thirteen years together by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who at length fubdued it 572 years be- 
fore Chrift, when he put all the inhabitants he could find 
to the fword, and deftroyed the ancient Tyre. But 
many of the people had, in time, prudently retired 
with the chief of their effects, to an iiland at fome dis- 
tance from the fhore, where they built New Tyre, or 
Tyre on the Ifland. The city, however, at length fub- 
mitted to Nebuchadnezzar, who appointed Baal fu- 
bordinate king thereof, under his own fupreme authori- 
ty. In the reign of Azelmic, and 332 years before 
Chrift, Tyre was befieged by Alexander the Great, and 
taken by ftorm, after holding out feven months. He 
put to death the greateft part of the inhabitants, either 
during the capture, or afterwards in cold blood. Such 
are the horrors of infatiate war ! 
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The wand 'ring babes from mothers breafts are rent, 
And fuffer ills they neither fear'd nor meant. 
No filver reverence guards the ftooping age, 
Nor rule, nor method, tie the bound lefs rage: 
Nothing but fire and flaughter meet the eyes, 
Nothing the ear but groans and di final cries. ' 



Alexander, after deftroying the place, and murdering 
the inhabitants, was very forry for his rafhnefs ; and, 
like other worthies of the fame precipitate difpofuion, 
who become wife too late, determined to repair one 
evil by committing another ; in ronfequenre of which 
refoluiion, he fei/ed mod of the artificers in the neigh- 
bouring countries, and having compelled them to je- 
build the city, he obliged then 1 to re fide in it, left he 
Iboutd have a great city without any inhabitants. Suih 
was die humanity and wifdom of many of the great he- 
roes of antiquity, who foujdit for fighting fake, did in- 
jurie:, ii.fte.ul of reilreflinr; them, and quai relied with 
eveiv body to avoid bein<»; idle. 

1 laving thus rebuilt and repeoplcd this ancient city, 
he thought proper to Rile himfelfthc Founder til 'I yre, 
in order, we fuppofe, to prevent the people front re- 
col letting that he had Ixen the deflroycr of Tyre. The 
city recover ed its beauty and opulence in time, became 
confederate wirh the Unman.',, and was inverted with 
the pi ivilcgis of a Human city on account of its « t i eat 
fidelity. In the j">i imitive time> of Chriflianity, it was 
made the metropolitan ire for the province of Phovnu ra. 
In ir was ( o.njiieied by the Saracens, but in 1 1 - V 
rctoveicd by the Chrillians. In 12K0 it was finally 
fubdued by the Turks, in whole hands it has continued 
ever fmce. 'I hole infidels took it foon after the reduc- 
tion of Acta, or Acre, where they committed Inch 
unheard-of cruelties, that the Tyrians, teriified with 
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rable fituauon ^ ^ ^ ^ obfcrvCj thaC the Xy . 
numsnt- icularly celebrated for dying purple, 

n J" S u wis nrft found out by them from an accident, 

. * rW's lips being finely tinged by eating of the 
v !f ' iW I conchilis. This fifh is a buccinum, a name 
fi * C bf the ancients to all fifties whofe fhells bear any 
gl r^blance to an hunting horn j and it appears from 
PUnV that the famed Tynan purple was obtained from 
• This dye was ib much valued in the time of the 
£nman emperors, on account of its being the imperial 

Tor that one pound of it coft a thouiand Roman 
^narii or above thirty pounds fterling. 

Area or, as the Franks call it, Acra, or Acre, was 

Gentry called Ace, or Accho, then Ptolemais, and 
afterwards St. John D'Acre while it was in the pof- 
feffion of the knights of St. John of Jerufalem. It is 
about 28 miles from Tyre, in 31 deg. 55 min. north 

kt. and 35 de S- 47 >™ n - eaft lon S: and <\ n ^ Le , Vant 
Sea • but is at this time a very mconfiderable place. 

It was for ibme time a fubje£t of contention between 
the infidels and Chriltians, during the crufades, or holy 
wars. In the year 1 191 Richard I. king of England, 
conquered it, and gave it to the beforementioned 
knights, who held it 100 years with great bravery. The 
Turks, however, inverted it with an army of 150,000 
men, and took it May 19, 1291. Many of the inha- 
bitants had previoufly retired to the ifland of Cyprus 
thofe who remained behind were mafTacred by the in- 
fidels, who razed the fortifications, deftroyed its noble 
edifices, and reduced it to the moft deplorable (late. 
The following lingular circumftance is recorded on this 
occafion: a noble abbefs, fearing that herfclf and htr 
nuns might fuffer violation from the brutality of the 
conquerors, propofed to her flock to cut and mangle 
their faces, that by the deftrudlion of their beauty they 
might preferve their purity. To this (he not only ex- 
cited them by words, but her own example, which they 
immediately imitated. The Turks, finding them fuch 
fpeftacles of horror, inftead of the beauties they ex- 
pected, cruelly put them to the fword : thus fell thefe 
heroic ladies by the means they laudably ufed to pre- 
ferve their chaftity. It is proper to obferve, that when 
the Danes invaded England, the abbefs of Coldingham 
afled in the fame manner: we may therefore fuppofe, 
from the fimilarity of the expedient, that the lady of 
Acre copied the example of the Englifh lady. 

It was in this city that Edward I. then prince of 
Wales, received a wound with a poilbned arrow ; but 
fuch was the conjugal fidelity of his princefs, that flic 
fucked thepoifon from the wound, and by that means 
he was cured : fuch is the force of real love. 

There is in love a power, 
There is a loft divinity that draws tranfport 
Even from diftrefs, that gives the heart 
A certain pang, excelling far the joys 
Of grofsj unfeeling life. 

The city has an excellent fituation with refpeel both 
to fea and land, yet has never been able to recover its 
prtaine fplendor. It has two walls well fortified by 
towers and bulwarks, which are much decayed : among 
the magnificent ruins, with the walls, are the remains of 
the cathedral dedicated to St. Andrew, near the fea fide, 
the church of St, John, the titular faint of the city, 
the convent of the knights hofpitallers, the palace of 
the grand matter of the order, and the remains of a large 
uuirch belonging to the nunnery. Thevenot affirm, 
that when he (aw the place, the remains of -50 churches 
were vifible. 

Puneas, or Cjtfarca Philippi, a celebrated place an- 
ciently, but now nothing more than a poor village, at 
tnc toot of mount Panis, is fituated near the fburcc of 
™ Jordan. 

Damalcus, a city much famed in ancient littery, 



oiiginally for the residence of the fir A: Syrian kings, • ■ 'i 
afterwards for being a regal feat of the caliphs 01 tne, 
Saracens, is fituated in 33 deg. 37 min. north latitude, 
and 37 deg. 4 min. eaft long. With refpedfc to its an- 
tiquity it is the moft venerable in the whole univerfe ; 
it is generally agreed to have been built by TJz, fon of 
Abraham, and grandfon of Shem, the ion of Noah, and 
was the birth-place of Eliezar the fleward of Abraham. 
It was poflefled by the Mamalukes till 1 506, when the 
Turks conquered it, and have kept it ever fince. It is 
wafhed by the river Barady, formerly called the Chry- 
forrhoas, or Golden River; the form is an oblong 
fquare, about two miles in length : at a diftance it ap- 
pears like a city in a wood, from the great number of 
towers, domes, minarets, &c. interfperfed with gardens 
and orchards. The water of the river is conveyed not 
only to all parts of the city, but into the neighbouring 
plain. The mofques, bagnios, be2ars, khans, &c. 
are magnificent, but the private houfes are low and 
mean, being eredbed either with fun -burnt bricks or 
mud; yet, though the houfes are defpicable, they are 
in general accommodated with (lately apartments, 
fquare courtyards, marble fountains and marble por- 
tals: one cofTce-houfe in the town will contain 500 
people : it is divided into rwo parts, one for iurnmer, 
and the other for winter. 

In a large field called the Meidan, near the city, is 
an hofpital for pilgrims and ft rangers of all religions, 
who are maintained <\t the Grand Seignior's expence. 
The grand mofque is a magnificent edifice, and was 
formerly a Chriftian church, built by the emperor He- 
raclius in honour of Zechariah, the father of John the 
Baptift ; but at prefent it is death for any one to enter 
it but a Muflulman. About the middle of the city is a 
caftle of an oval form, with ftrong walls 14 feet thick, 
flanked with fquare towers, mounted with cannon, and 
well furniftied with arms, water, &c. It is garrifoned 
by 15000 janifTaries, viz. 5000 to guard the city, 5000 
to attend the fultan when he goes to Bagdad, and 5000 
to efcort the Mecca caravan. There is a large bake- 
houfe where bifcuits are made for the pilgrims that are 
going to Mecca, as the Grand Seignior allows them 
200 camels load of bifcuit, and the fame quantity of 
water. 

The manufactures of Damafcus are fcymeters, knives, 
fword blades, bridle bits, and many other iron and fteei 
wares, in which about 20,000 of the inhabitants arc 
employed. Caravans bring hither the merchandizes 
of Turkey, Arabia and India; and caravans arc conti- 
nually going to and returning from Bagdad, Aleppo, 
Mecca, &c. The city hath eight gates and ftrong walls. 
The principal ftreets both in the city and fuburbs are 
arched to keep off the fun and rain. The neighbour- 
ing territory is pleafant and fertile; and the grapes are 
remarkably fine, fome of the bunches weighing from 
30 to 40 pounds ; and the fheep, which are very large," 
and their flefh delicious eating, have tails that weigh in 
general 60 pounds. Near the city alabafter is found in 
great quantities, and a red earth, efficacious as a re- 
medy again ft the bite of venemous creatures. The 
corn is not here thrafhed as in moft other countries, 
but the ftraw is cut off with iron pincers, fallened to 
wooden rollers, drawn over the corn by a horfe. Here 
the Jews have fome hand fome fynagogues, and Chri- 
ftians of all denominations have their churches of wor- 
fhip according to their own communion. This is at 
prefent called by the Turks Scan or Schan. The em- 
peror Julian formerly filled it the City of Jupiter, the 
r.yeof the Kaft, and the Seat of Magnificence, Ma- 
homet, beholding it from a neighbouring mountain, 
was fo delighted with the appearance of the city and its 
environs, that he rrfufed to enter, or even approach 
any nearer to it, faying, " 1 am furc there is but one 
paradife deligned for rnan, and I will not enjoy mine in 
this world." 

The following lingular circumftances are, by many 
authors, laid to have happened during the fiege of chit 
city by tWc Arabians, A 1). 634.. One night fome of 
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centinel$t who were upon duty, heard the neighing of 
a horfc, which was coming out of one of the city gates. 
They kept filent till it approached, when they took the 
rider priioner. Immediately after there came out of 
the fame gate another perfon on horfeback, who called 
the man that was taken prifoner by his name. 
Saracens commanded the prifoner to anfwer 
when the captive cried out aloud in Greek, " 
bird is taken." The perfon to whom thefe words 
fpoken, comprehending their meaning, galloped 
again to the city ; though the Saracens knew not 
the prifoner had faid, as none "of them happened to un- 
derstand the Greek language yet they were fen fible that 
by this means they had loll a prifoner. They therefore 
carried him before K haled, their general, who de- 
manded what he was. " I am (replied he) a noble- 
man, and have married a lady who is dearer to me than 
life; but, when I fent for her home, her parents made 
a flighting anfwer, and faid they had other bufinefs to 
mind. Having found an opportunity to get to the 
ipecch of her, we agreed to leave the city in the> even- 
ing, and for that purpofe to give a confiderable fum of 
money to the perfon who Thould be on guard at night. 
I leaving the city fiift was furprifed by that man, and 
to prevent my beloved wife from falling into his hands, 
I cried, The bird is taken. The dear creature under* 
ftanding my meaning, returned with her two fervants 
into the city : and who can blame me for fjicwing fuch 
tendernefs." Said the general, " Then what think 
you of the Mahometan religion ? Embrace it, and your 
wife Hi ai 1 be reftored to you when we take the city. 
Refuie, and you are a dead man." 

The poor wretch being terrified, renounced the 
Chriftian faith in thefe words ; " I teftify that there is 
but one God; that he has no partner; and Mahomet 
is his prophet:" then devoting himfelf to the Infidels, 
he diltinguiflied himfelf in fighting againft the Chrif- 
tians. Damafcns being taken, Jonas, for that was his 
name, ran in learch of his beloved, and was informed 
that fhe had immured herfelf in a nunnery, thinking 
diat fhe fhould never fee him any more. He flew to 
the convent, discovered himfelf to the lady, and at the 
lame time informed her of his having changed his reli- 
gion. This information induced her to treat him with 
the utmoft contempt, and to conclude, that as he had 
renounced the Chriftian religion, it was her duty to re- 
nounce him. Agreeable to this resolution fhe left the 
city with the Christians, who were permitted to depart. 
Jonas, in the utmoft diffraction, applied to the general, 
and entreated him to detain her by force ; but Khaled 
replied, " that he could not do any fuch thing; but, 
as the Chriftians had voluntarily furrendered, he mould 
fufFcr them to depart according to the articles of capi- 
tulation/' 

Soon after, however, the Saracen chief repenting 
that he had favoured them with fuch mild terms, and 
differed them to carry away fo much wealth, determined 
to purine and plunder them. Jonas ftrongly urged the 
Infidel to execute his, refolution fpeedily, and offered 
to be his guide. They therefore left the city at the 
head of 400 horfe, being all difguifed like Chriftian 
Arabs. They foon came up witfTthe Chriftians, when 
a (harp conteft enfued, but the Saracens pioved vicH- 
rius. Din ing the engagement, Jonas got among the 
women in learch of his wife. Raphi Kbn Omeirah puf- 
fing that way, faw him fcuffling with his lady, whom 
he had thrown down upon the ground with fome vio- 
lence ; and Raphi himielf feized upon the daughter of 
the empei or lleruclius, and the beautiful widow of 
Thomas, aChriltian chief, who had been killed in the 
engagement. Having fecured his captives, he return- 
ed to the place whcie he had left Jonas when he 
found him bathed in rears, and his wife weltering in 
her blood. Knmiiring the occafion, Jonas wrung his 
hands, and cried, " Alas ! 1 am the mod miferablc 
creature exilUng. I came to this woman, whom I 
prized above all things, and Would fain have pcrfuaded 
her to return with me. She was, hgwever, Jcaf to my 



entreaties, becaufe I had changed my religion 
vowed fhe would retire to a cloifter to end her d ^ 
Not being able to perfuade by tender entreaties lT* 
termined to employ force, and therefore threw J C 
down, and took her prifoner; when lhe fuddenly drT 
out a knife, ftabbed herfelf in the breaft, fell down * 
my feet, and inftantly expired." Raphi could not re' 
frain from tears at this mournful relation. At lenetl 
he faid to comfort him, " Heaven did not intend thai 
you (hould live with her, and has therefore provided 
bejter for you," " What do you mean ?" faid Jonas 

you (replied Raphi) a lady that I have taken 
of admirable beauty, and in the richeft attire. 
make you a prefent of her to compenfate your lofs," 
Jonas being brought to the princels converfed with her 
in Greek, and received her as a prefent from Raphi. 

After the carnage had ceafed, the general, hearing 
that the emperor's daughter was" taken, demanded her 
of Jonas, who freely refigned her* and received a pre- 
fent which Khaled thought proper to make. Jonas 
continued ever after afflicled with a deep melancholy 
a juft punifhment for his apoftacy, for which he was 
finally rewarded at the battle of Yermuk, being fhot 
through the breaft. 

We fhall conclude this digreffion, which we flatter 
ourfelves will not be deemed uninterefting, by informing 
our readers, that the above ftory furnifhed the ingenious 
John Hughes, Efq. with the plot of his excellent tra^ 
gedy, called *Tke Siege of Damafcus* 

Balbec was called by the Greeks Heliopolis, or the 
City of the Sun. Its venerable ruins evince that it was 
once one of the mod magnificent cities in the univerfe. 
At prefent it is not above a mile and a half in circuit 
ference, and the poor inhabitants live in mean houfes, 
no ways anfwerable to the grand ideas which the fur- 
rounding ruins give us of the dwellings of their an- 
celtors. 

The honourable Van Egmont fays, cc Balbec, now 
called Baal bee, is probably the ancient Heliopolis, or 
City of the Sun ; and its new name feemsto correfpond 
with the ancient Baal in the Phoenician language, fig- 
nifying an idol, particularly that of the fun. And what 
feems to confirm me in my opinion that Balbec is the 
ancient Heliopolis, or City or the Sun, was a medal of 
• Philippus C*eiar, which I found here. He is on one 
fide reprefented as a youth without beard or crown; 
and on the reverie are two eagles with the ends of their 
beaks joined, and between them thefe two words, COL. 
HEL. whence it is plain that diis city was at that rime 
a Roman colony." It is fituated in one of the moft de- 
lightful plains in the world, at the foot of mount Anti- 
Li banus, towards the weftward. It is about thirty 
miles north of Damafcns, and the iame eaft. from the 
fea-coaft, in 33 deg. north latitude, and 37 dog. .30 
min. eaft longitude. This place was called by the Ara- 
bians the Wonder of Syria : and the magnificent ruins 
are certainly the admiration of all travellers who behold 
them. A fuperb palace, a noble temple, and fonu* 
other ruins, Hand at the foil fh- weft of the town; and 
having been patched and pieced in later limes, art- 
converted into a cattle, as it is called. In approaching 
thefe venerable edifices, a rotunda, or round pile, at 
traits the view, encircled with pillars of the Corinthian 
order, which fupport a cornice that runs all lound the 
ft culture. The whole, though greatly decayed, ex- 
hibit marks of aftonifhing elegance and grandeur, being 
built of marble, circular without, and octangular with- 
in. The Greeks, by whom it hath been converted in- 
to a church, have taken infinite pains to fpoil its beauty, 
by daubing it with plaifter. There is a fupeib lofty 
building contiguous to the rotunda, which leads to a 
noble arched portico of 1 50 pacts jn length, that con* 
du&s you to a temple of aftonifhing magnificence, 
which, to a miracle, has withftood the injuries of time, 
It is an oblong fcjiiare, of 192 feet in length on the out- 
fide, and 120 within. The bicadth is 06 feet on the 
outfide, and 60 within. The whole is lurrouiided by 
a noble portico, fuppoitc4 by pillar* of the Corinthian 
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t r eac h of which conflfts only of three (tones, tho' 
tfe height'is 54 fc* and * c diameter 6 feet 3 inches. 



Thev are nine feet clifcint from each other, and from 
A. wall of the temple. Their number on each fide of 
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the temple is 14, and at each en<i£ 
cornice, are . cxauifitely carved 

Round the temple, between the wall and the pillars, is 
an arcade of large (tones hqllowedour. arch wife, in the 
center of each of which is a god, goddefs, or hero, exe- 
cuted with ftich animation as is fcarce conceivable. 
Round the foot of the temple wall is a double border of 
marble, whofe lower parts are filled with, baflb relievo 
minatures, expreflive of heathen ceremonials and myf- 
teries. The entrance of the temple is the moft auguft 
imaginable, the afcent being by 30 fteps, bounded by 
a wall on each fide that leads to a pedelial, on which a 
ftatue formerly flood. The front is compofed of eight 
Corinthian pillars, fluted like thofe that go round the 
temple, and a nobly proportioned triangular pediment. 
In the midft of thele pillars, at fix feet diflancc, are 
four others refembling the former, and two more with 
three faces each. AH thiefe form a portico 6g feet 
broad, and 24 deep, before the door of the temple. 
Under the vault of the portico the entrance of the tem- 
ple appears through thefe pillars in admirable propor- 
tion. The portal is fquare, and of marble, 40 feet 
high, and a 8 wide, the aperture being about 10. From 
this portal the bottom ot the lintel is iccn, em belli fried 
by a piece of fculpture not to be paralleled In the uni- 
verfe : it reprcfents a prodigious large eagle in bafib re- 
lievo : his wings are expanded, and he carries a cacjuceus 
in his pounces on either fide a cupid appeals holding 
the one end of a feftoon by a ribbon, as the eagle hi:n- 
felf holds the other in his beak, in a manner inimitably 
fine. The temple is divided into three ifles or aides, 
two narrow ori the fides, and one broad in the middle, 
by three rows of fluted Corinthian pillars, of near 4 feet 
in diameter, and about 36 feet in height, including 
the'pedeftal." The pifrars are 1 2 in number, 6 of a fide, 
at eighteen feet diftance from each, other, and twelve 
from the walls. The walls thcmfelves arc decorated 
by two rows of pilafters, one above the other, and be- 
tween each two of the lpwermoft is a niche 1 5 feet high : 
the bottoms of the niches , are upon a level with the 
bafes of the pillars; and the wall, to that height:, js 
wrought in the jproportion of a Corinthian pedeftai; 
the niches themfejves are Corinthian, and executed 
with inimitable delicacy. ,Pyer the round niches are a 
row of fcjuare'ones between the pilafters of the ui>per 
order : the ornaments are marble, and the pediment 
triangular. At the well, ertd of/the, middle aifle' ,ypu 
alcend to a choir by 1 3 fteps : the choir is elifUnguifhed 
from the reft of the fabrick by two large fquare columns 
adorned with pilafters, which form a fuperb entrance. 
The profufion of admirable fculpture here is aftonifh- 
mg ; but the architecture is the fame r.s in the body of 
the temple, ixccpt that the niches Rand upon die pave- 
ment, ant! I the pillais are without pcdeftals. The princi- 
pal deny formerly wprfiSipped here flood in a vuft niche 
at the bottom of the c|iotr.- The choir is, open towards 
the middlr. The whole pile ftands upon vaults of fuch 



excellent architeclure. and fojpold in their conftrucU 
tnat it is imagined they were defined for fotnethi 
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1* ads to an hexagonal building, which forms a fpaeious 
theatre : the end opens to a terrace which is afcended 
by marble fteps : you then enter a fquare court, fur* 
rounded by magnificent buildings : on each hand ar$ 
double rows of pillars, which form gallerjes of 66 fa-r 
thorns in length, and % in breadth, The bottom .of 
this court is occupied by 4 building amazingly fump- 
tuous, which appears to have been the body of the pa-* 
lace: the columns are as large as thofe of the Hippo- 
drome at Constantinople : nine of them are ftanding, 
and a good piece of the entablature. But ir. is furpn- 
fing that each of thefe large columns is made of one en- 
tire block only. All the buildings in this caftle front 
the eafl; and the Corinthian order prevails throughout 
the whole. There is noplace where fuch precious rer 
mains of architecture and fculpture are to be found, ~as 
the fine tafte of Greece, and the magnificence of Rome, 
feem to be blended : the ornaments are at once innu- 
merable and exejuifite, Beneath the whole are vaults, 
in which vaft flights of marble ftairs, of iqo fteps in a. 
flight, are frequently found, The turn and elevation, 
of thefe vaults are bold and furprjfing : they contain ma- 
ny noble halls, and fuperb apartments, admirably de- 
corated. Some of thefe vaults are dark ; others re-r 
ccive light from large windows which ftand on the levQ) 
of the ground above. But the moll fingular cjreum- 
ftance is, that all thefe afton idling edifices are builff 
with fuch enormous (tone's as thofe before-mentioned, 
without any vifible figns. of mortar, or any kind of cc* 
ment whatever. The prefent city is furrounded with a 
wall of fquare (tones, and fbme towers in good condi- 
tion. The gardens jn the environs are pleafant, fruit- 
full, and well watered. Many houfes, which contain 
various apartments, are cut out of the folid rocks. It 
is inhabited by about thirty or forty Chriftian families, a 
few Jews, and near 8po Turks. r 

SECTION XIX. 

PALESTINE, JUDJE A, the LAND of CANAAN, 

or the HOLY LAND, 

rX^IIE ancient kingdom of Judfea, or Judea, or 
X Paledinf, forms the third grand diyifiop qf Syria., 
T ne former of thefe names it received from Judajh, 
whofe tribe was the moft confiderable of the twelve: 
and the latter from the Paleflines, or Philiftines, as 
they are termed in fcripture, who po(Te(Ted the grcateft 
part of it. It had like wife a variety of other names, 
fuch as the Land of Canaan, thc Land of Ifrael, the 
Land of God, the Land of the Hebrews, &c. but tl)e 
molt pre-eminent appellation by which it has ever becu 
diftinguifhed, is, The Holy Land, The name of Ca r 
naan it received from the defendants of Canaan, the 
fon of Cham, or Ham, who being expelled by the 
Ifiatjitcs, it was thence called the Land of Ifrael. Both 
Jews and Chi jltians call it the Holy L*and f for thefe 
diftinc^ icafons: The former give it that epithet, bc r 
cayife it was folejy appropriated to fhe (ervice of God 
under their immediate difpenfatjon - f and thc latter fo 
call it, bee an fc Chrift wa$ jjorn here, and it became 
the fecne of all that was, wrought or fuflered for the 
SALVA TION of MANKIND, It was figurative)? 
called the Land of Pmmifc, as h iving been promifed 
by God liimfelf to the chofen people oflliaelj and tlic 
land Mowing wirli milk and honey, from its wonderful 
fertility. Under the general name of Canaan, Judea, 
or Palefline, fome include thc whole of the land pof- 
iMfedliy the twelve tribes, thqu^h it peculiarly be, 
longs to no more than the country wefl of the river 
Jordan, which Moles hjmfelf particularly points out. 
Dent. ii. in this cxpreffion, A Until I ihall pa ft oyci 



u Jordan unto the land which the L^ord out Go J givcth 
i( us," Judea, in the gcneial extent of it, mnft, 
theieforp be divided into Urfler and Greater, Thc 
Greater Judea extended from the Mediterranean to tho 
Kuphratcs. This divifion was never peaceably pof, 
llflcd by the Jews, though they in fume meuftife iub, 
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*erted mod of the Syrian powers. The Letter was 
confined to th« Land jpoflefled by nations particularly 
marked oat fof txpulnon and extermination. This is 
evident from the commands of God himfelrf : for when 
«hc armies of the Ifraelites marched rigainft any of the 
cities in the former, they were ordered to make offers 
©f peace ; but in the latter no conditions were; to. be 
propofed, but the inhabitants totally deftFoyed and 
footed out. 

The exa6fc extent of Canaan leems to have been ac- 
curately pointed out by Mofes, in Gen. x. 19, in 
thefe words: " The border of the Canaanites was from 
** Sidon, as thou com eft to Gerar unto Gaz*,, as tliou 
goeft unto Sodom and Gomorrah, and Adrnah and 
** Zeboim, even unto Lafhah," 

Paleftine, or Judca, ; is fituated between dcg. 30 
min. and 32 deg. 10 mio. north, latitude ; and from 
34 deg. 50 min. to 37 de<*. 15 min- eaft longitude; 
being bounded by the Mediterranean- Sea on the weft, 
Syria and Phoenicia on the north, Arabia Deferta on 
•he eaft, and Arabia Petra^a on the fouth. It is, there- 
fore, near 200 miles in length, and about 80 in breadth 
towards the middle, but increases or diminifhes 12 or 
15 miles in other places. The longed day is about 14 
hours 1 5 minutes. 

The air of Judca. is the morf. falubrious and pleafant 
imaginable. Neither heat or cold are felt in the ex- 
treme, but an agreeable ferenity difFufes itfelf through- 
cut the year, which puts the ftratger in mind of the 
golden age i 

* The flowers* unfown in field's and meadows- reign 'd, 

• And weflem winds immortal fpring.maintain'd/ 

Though the climate of this country is at prelent the 
moft admirable in the univcrfe, we have no doubt but 
in the early ages of the world, when the paftoral life was 
the mod honourable, and agriculture the moft refpecled 
employ,, it even exceeded its prefent excellency, by 
means of the general cultivation of the country. Of 
the richnefs and fertility of its foil we have the moft au- 
thentic tfcftimoniffSi in particular that it abounded in 
corn, wine, oil„ honey, pomegranates, dates, figs, ci- 
trons, oranges, apples of Paradife,. fugar-canes, cot- 
ton, hemp* flax, cedars, cyprefles,. and a great variety 
of other (lately, fragrant, and fruitful trees, balm of 
Cilead, and other precious drugs, &c. cattle, fowls, 
fifh, gam*,, and other delicacies, as well as neceffaries 
of life. Indeed, whoever confiders the very fmald ex- 
tent of Judea, will be fenfible that nothing but fuch 
aftonifhing fertility could enable it to maintain fuch a 
number of inhabitants as refided in it in the time of 
king David, fince they amounted to 6,000,000. The 
produce of the land not only fubfifted this prodigious 
multitude, but there was a fufficient fuperfluity to fend 
to Tyre, and other places, for exportation. Yet the 
Ibii was only cultivated fix years in feven* as the fep- 
•enuial year was always a time of reft from the affairs of 
agriculture. It is to be oblerved,. tlxat the whole of the 
country was cultivated, and that woods, parks, walte 
grounds, &c. were unknown. It is now unhappily in- 
habited by feme of the moft indolent people exilting : 
yet a traveller informs us, that, with proper cultiva- 
tion, it would yield as much as it did in the days of 
king David and king Solomon. 

The principal mountain of Paleftine is the famous 
chain that goes under the name of Libanus and Anti- 
Libanus, and divides Syria from Palcltine. The whole 
is about 1 00 leagues in compafs* and confifts of four 
Ctdges,, one above another, two of which are fertile, 
and two barren, viz. the lower is rich in grain and 
fruit i the next rocky and barren the third abounds 
in gardens and orchards, though higher than the pre- 
ceding* and the fuinmit is itcrile and uninhabitable, 

U n *i° n ° f C cxccfnvc coldncfs on its airy brow. 
IneMaronites inhabit its lower regions, and Arabs 
all the other parts except the top. In this mountain 
IcvcraJ confiUerable, or rather celebrated, rivers have 
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their fbnrce, tiz. the rivers Rocham, Nahtir-Roflj 
Naha-Codicha, and Abowdi, the fir ft only of whTk 
. runs through Paleftine a Of thefe mountains the wr 
tern part al6ne is properly called iibanos, the eafter 
being named Anti-Libarrus, and the intervening ^J* 
Ccelo-Syria. The whole chain, however, formerly vya 
and is ft ill looked irpon is y a retreat for robbers. S * 
Mount Hermon, like Libanus, is very high, and 
capped witfc, fhow the greater) part of the year. * 

Mownt Tabor, ardently called Moos Akbyrhg, and 
Ilabyrium, from a city of that name which flood upon 
it, is admirable with refpeft to its conftant verdure 
beauty, fertility, and regularity, as well as. for its fy U2i ' 
tion r which is in the middle of a large plain, at a difl 
tance from any other hill. A winding afcent> of about 
two nniles, leads up to it $ and the plain on its top i$ 
half a mile in length, and a quarter of a mile in breadth 
This mountain was the fcene of o\ir Savibur's transngu.! 
ration, and confecpently is htld in great- veneration 
and has been much reforted to- by Chriftians of all ages* 
Mo unt Carmel, fituatedi on" the fea-fhore,: is the moft 
remarkable head-land 051 that craft. The prophet Eli- 
jah is fuppofed to have refided here in a cave, which is 
ftill (hewn„ previous co kis being taken up to* heaven. 
The cave is 1 8 feet in Ueiagth,- and 1% in breadth. 

Mount Olivety or the Mountain of Olives, is only 
about a mile from Jerufalem,, being feparated there- 
from by thebrook Kidi:on,andthe valley of Jehofliaphat. 
It is of a con fide rable height, and there is a fine profpeft 
of Jerufalem f&om its fummit. It runs in a ridge, and 
has three or four heads higher than the reft. From 
one of the piincipal Chrift afcended into heaven; and 
the nrrprefilun of a foot in a hard rock* fhewa there at 
this day, is faid to have been made by hbm_ 

Mount Calvary,, or Golgotha, the place where our 
Saviour was crucified, is a rocky hill oa the weft fide 
of Jerufalem, and was anciently ufed as a general 
charnel-hoiafe to that cky„ from whence k derived its 
name of Golgotha, that Hebrew word figntfying the 
place or refofitory of a Jkull* of which Calvary is the 
Latin tranflatiom This mountain,, according to the 
authority of the ancient fathers* is the fame on which 
Abraham went to offer up his fon Ifaac. It was former- 
ly the place where eriminals were executed 1 bu^fince 
the crucifixion of Chrift,, it has been fc* reverenced and 
reforted to by Chriftians of all denominations* that, if 
we may be allowed the expreflion,. ithas drawn the city 
round about it, for it now. Hands in the midft of Jeru- 
falerru. Conltantihe the- Great enclofed it within the 
new walls, and evert left out fame part of Mount Sion, 
that none of Calvary fhould be excluded. 

Mount Moriah is the eminence on which the temple 
of Solomon was built. 

Mount Gihon ftands about a quarten of a mile from 
Jerufalem, and on it the pool is ftill to be feen from 

whence Hezckiah brought water by an aqueduct into 
the city. 

A few other mountains are found in Paleftine left 
confidcrable than the former, yet worth mentioning on 
account of many fingular circumftances which are parti- 
cularly noticed in the Holy Scriptures, concerning 
them. Oftht fe we (hall begin firii with Mount Ebah 
Mofes had enjoined, that when the children of Ifraet 
had pa (Ted over Jordan^ they (hould let great Hones 
upon Mount Ebal,. and, having covered them with 
plailler, mould writ* the law upon them ; Dent. xxviL 
2, 4. Anil they were to build an altar -there unto the 
Lord their God, and to offer burnt-offerings, ami 
peace offerings, and to celebrate a feaft unto the Lord: 
vide ver. 5, 6, 7, of the fame chapter. And rhev were 
to divide the people, and to place fix of the trims of 
the people on Mount (ierizim^oppofite to Mount Ehau 
and fix on Mount Ebal : and then the Lcvites were t* 
read, with a loud voice, the curies fet down by Mofes 
for the tranfgrcflurs of the law, unto each of which die 
people were to anfwer, Amen. [See the fucceidinfi 
verier of the lame cliapter.J Jofliua afterwards perfbuu- 
d the whole of the above iniundtion- 
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c^A\ is near the Lake of Sodom : Mount 
M0U f E, Safh in the tribe of Ephraim: Pif- 
^ N ^^ other fide Jordan whence Moles 
* Jl£d to view the Land of Prormfe : the 

was P^^^abo- famed for the defeat of Saul and 
Mountains rf - ^ilboa ^ MountaijTS 

J ?Efid men'd from north to fouth beyond Jordan, 
^tleSted for their ^cellent^refinor^bdrn. _ 



The principal inland feas, or rather lakes, are, tne 
n J I Sea or Lake of Sodom j the Sea of Gahlee, or 
Se of Tiberias ; and the Samachonite Sea, bea of 
War or Lake of Samachon. 

J The Dead Sea, Lake of Sodom, Afphaltite Lake, 
nr Salt Sea, received its latter name from the quantity 
of bitumen in and about it. Formerly it was imagined 
that ereat quantities of this combuftible were thrown 
i D bv this fea : that, however, is not the cafe, for it is 
the mountains on both fides that produce it It re- 
fembles pitch, and is only to be diftinguifhed from it 
bv the fulphuroufnefs of its tafte and fcent. For the 
bitumen itfelf fome have miftaken a black pebble found 
on the fhores of the lake, which being held in the 
flame of a candle prefently takes fire, and burns with 
an intolerable ftench, Befides the above quality, thefe 
pebbles have this Angular property, that by burning, 
their weight only, and not their bulk, is diminifhed. 
It is termed the Dead Sea, becaufe it is fuppofed that 
no living creature can exift in it, on account of the 
exceflive faltnefs of its waters. Maundrell, however, 
infifts that it contains fifh, and likewife gives teftimony 
againft another received opinion, which is, that if any 
birds attempted to fly over it they were fure to drop 
down dead ; but he declares that he law many fly over 
it. Why it was called the Salt Sea is obvious, and it 
is imagined that no collection of waters in the univerfe 
have ib great a degree of faltnefs. 

The great phyfician Galen obferves, that the exceed- 
ing faltnefs 01 the water is tinged with an unpleafant 
bitternefs ; and that, with refpect to fpecific gravity, it 
as much exceeds other fea waters as they do river wa- 
ters. It is about 24 leagues in length, and between fix 
and feven in breadth. It is bounded on the eaft and 
weft by exceeding high mountains, and on the north 
by the plains of Jericho. 

The Sea of Galilee, or Lake of Tiberias, is much 
fmaller than that of Sodom, but abounds in fifh, and 
is highly commended for the excellency of its waters. 
It was on this Sea that St. Peter, Andrew, John and 
James, followed their employ as fifhermen. The river 
Jordan partes through it. 

The Lake of Samachon is an hundred furlongs north 
of that of Tiberias, near the iource of the river Jor- 
dan: it is between feven and eight miles in length, but 
not above half a mile in breadth where broadeft. 

There are two other fmall lakes in Judea named 
Phiala and Jazar ; but they are too inconfiderable to 
merit any defcription. 

Jordan is the only confiderable river in this country. 
It takes its fource at the lake of Phiala, enters the Sa- 
machonite lake, proceeding from whence it divides the 
5ea of Galilee, and at length difcharges itfelf into the 
Head Sea, After rifing at Phiala, it runs under ground 
tor the fpace of flteen miles, then appearing again at 

I a u 0U ^ K pafFcs t,le before-mentioned Samachonite 
^ake, flows for fifteen miles more, enters the Sea of 

I lbcrias, and having pafled it, ftreams through a de- 
part till it difembogues itfelf into the Afphaltite Lake, 
^ontrary to the general nature of rivers it is fulleft in 
wmmer time : its banks are fo covered with tall reeds, 

/n u T arifks > &c - that th «y harbour innumerable 
«n mals and various wild beads. Itsftream is fo rapid and 

hrlT^i! . a man cannot ftc ™ " fwimming. The 
cadth where it is wideft does not exceed fixty feet : 

or m !!£ ra a ? falubrio »8 and incorruptible, but turbid 
Th^L natural confequencc of its rapidity. 

lah^ £l C ^ nvers * or rs "ner rivulets, are A'non- 

II f^ , , th » Sorcc > Kitoon, Bufor, Bclus, Nahar- 

and Jczrccl. 



The principal vallies and plains mentioned in fcrip- 
ture, and by profane writers, are, 

Berakhap, or the Valley of BlefCng, on the weft fide 
of the Lake of Sodom : the Vale of Siddim, which 
contains the Afphaltite Lake: the Valley of Shaveh, 
or Royal Vale: the Valley of Salt: the. Valley of 
Jezreel : the Vale of Mambre : the Vale of ftephaim : 
the Valley of Jehofhaphat : the Valley of the children 
of Hinnom : 'die Vale of Zeboim : the Vale of Achor 
near Jericho: the Vale of Bochim, and the Valley of 
Elah, where David flew the giant Goliah. 

Among the plains are thole called the Great Plain, 
through which th'e river Jordan flows : the Plain or 
Valley of Jezreel : the Plains of Sharon and Sephelah, 
and the Plain of Jericho. 

The whole country at prcfent is a mere wildernefs, 
through the want of cultivation : anciently, when in its 
mod flourifhing ftate, it was faid to contain fome de- 
ferts or wildernefles r but this is to be underftood of 
fuch tracks as produced no corn, wine, oil, &c. but 
were fet apart for feeding cattle, flocks of fheep, goats, 
&c. There was not a fterile fpot throughout the whole 
country ; the people, therefore, had no conception of 
barrennefs. Happy land ! where rich paftures and the 
I mod beautiful meadows were termed aefarts, through 
the abfence of real barrennefs ; where the peoples ideas 
of fertility were confined only to fpots productive of a 
profufion of luxuries. 

Many natural curiofiti^s are found in this country, 
particularly ftones, which exactly refemble citrons, me- 
lons, olives, peaches, bunches of grapes, and even 
many kinds of fiih ; they are found principally about 
mount Carmel : thofe that refemble olives are the La- 
pides Judaici, which has always been deemed an excel- 
lent remedy for the ftone and gravel. Near Bethlehem 
is found a ftone of the flate kind, which exhibits in 
every flake the reprefentation of a great variety of 
fiflies. We may include among the natural curiofitiea 
many hot and mineral waters. Near the Dead Sea are 
a number of hillocks refembling places where there have 
been lime kilns, and abundance of faline efflorefcences. 

A thorny bulh grows in the plains of Jericho, which 
bears a fruit that has fome nmilitude to an unripe wal- 
nut. From this fruit the Arabs extract an excellent oil, 
which is a fovereign remedy for bruifes, when internally 
applied, and for wounds when ufed externally. Its re- 
putation is fo great, that it is preferred even to the 
balm of Gilead. 

Two more natural curiofities abound in this plain of 
Jericho, viz. the wood-olive, the outward coat of which 
is green like the common olive, but being taken off, a 
nut of a woody fubftance appears : it is of about the 
thicknefs of an almond fhell, and ribbed long ways. 

Alfo the caroub, or locuft tree, which bears a fruit 
like a bean, wherein are fome fmall feeds : the fliell, 
when dried, is eaten, and has a very agreeable tafte. 
St. John fojourned here, whence it is called St. John's 
Defarts j and thefe are thought to be the locufts on 
which he fed, and not the animal of that name as ma- 
ny have fuppofed. 

Judea was peopled by the defcendants of Amor 
Cham, who came hither with his eleven fons after the 
confuflon of tongues at Babel, five of whom fettled in 
Syria and Phoenicia, viz. Heth, Jebus, Emor, Gir- 
gafhi, and Heve ; who were the founders of fo many 
nations, and thefe were afterwards encreafed by the de- 
fcendants of Abraham $ that patriarch having been 
called out of Mtfopotamia to fojourn here. 

We (hall now particularize the diftricls allotted to 
the feveral tribes, beginning with the two tribes and a 
half who fettled beyond Jordan, and then proceeding 
to the oppofite fide, take in the other tribes as they lie 

from norm to fouth. 

The lot of Reuben extended along the banks of rhe 
river Jordan from the north-eaft coaft of the Dead Sea, 
and was hounded on the eaft by the country of the Mo- 
abires and Ammonires, on the fouth by the river Arnon, 
which fepcrated it from the country inhabited by the 

Midiamtcs, 
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. Midianires, and on the north by a fmall river/ which 
parted it from the lot of Gad. It formerly contained 
many good cities, of which there arc no particular an- 
cient defections known, nor any traces of the towns 
themfelvcs at prefent remaining. 

The lot of Gad had half the tribe of Manaflch on the 
north, Ruben on the fouth, the Ammonites on the eaft, 
and Jordan on the weft. Though naturally a country 
of infinite richnefs and fertility, it at prefent appears 
like a wildernefs. Neither any modern built towns 
appear in this track, or the remain s^ the ancient. 

The lot of die half tribe of Manafleh had Gad to the 
fouth, mount Lebanon to the north, Jordan and the 
Samachonite lake to the weft and the hills of Bafhan 
and Hermon to the eaft. This diftnft, with refpecl: to 
cultivation cr cities, , is in the fame predicament as the 
two former. 

The lot of the tribe of Afher, on this fide Jordan, 
was bounded on the north by Phoenicia, on the fouth 
by Zebulun, on the eaft by Naphtali, and on the weft 
by the Mediterranean. Of all the cities and towns be- 
longing to the defendants of A (her, none are now re- 
maining except Acre, which we have already defcribed. 
Saphat, a town near Acre, was deftroyed in the year 
1759, by an earthquake, which did a great deal of 
damage all over Syria, but more particularly about 
Damafcus. 

The tribe of Naphtah extended along the weltern 
banks of the Jordan, from Lebanon to the Sea of Gali- 
lee. No veftiges of any of the ancient cities are now in 
being ; and the very few villages are fo poor and mcon- 
iiderable, that travellers fcarce mention them. We 
ihall,^ neverthelcfs, notice fome particulars relative to 
two of its ancient cities, viz. Capernaum and Dan, tho* 

they no longer cxill. # . 

Capernaum, Dr. Wells takes notice, is not mentioned 
in the Old Tcftament : it was, therefore, moft proba- 
bly one of the towns built by the Jews after their return 
from the Babylonifh captivity, on the fea-coaft, that is, 
on the coaft of the Sea of Galilee, on the borders or 
Zebulun ard Naphtali, and confequently towards the 
upper part of that coaft. It took its name from an ad- 
joining fpring, famed for the excellence of its chryftaline 
waters. Our Saviour chofe diis as the place of his re- 
fidence, in prefeience to Nazareth, where the ftubborn- 
nefs and incredulity of the people had obftrutfed the 
propagation of his doctrines. It was more particularly the 
place of his abode during the laft three years of his life, 
and where he wrought a great number of miracles. 
Chrift, however, informed the inhabitants, that though 
their city was then exalted unto heaven^ it Ihould fhortly 
be brought down to bell ; that is, to the n.oft deplorable 
fituation j (Matthew xi. 23,) which prediction was ve 
rified in the Jewifh wars, when it was totally deftroyed; 
fo that there is not at prefent the leaft trace of it left, 
unlefs a few poor filhermens cottages may be fo 
ter mcd. 

Dan was built by the Danites, who being too flraiten- 
ed in their own tribe, and fee king for a new habitation, 
thofe of Zerah and Afhtaol armed 600 men, whofeized 
the rich town of LaiJh, deftroyed its inhabitants, burnt 
the city, and then rebuilt it, and called it Dan, after 
the name of their progenitor. It was probably the lame 
as l.afha, mentioned Genelis x. 19, as one on the bor- 
ders of the land of Canaan. It was fituaicd at the head 
of Jordan, and, after ruving icceivcd its new r.air.e, 
was deemed the northern boundaiy of the land of I?.gypr, 
as Herifheba was the fouthein. llcncc the proverbial 
fcripture expreflion, From D*in to Bia^eij. It was 
here that Kchoboam placed one of his golden calves. 
Dan was given by Auguftus to Jlcicd the Gnat, who 
bequeathed it to his younger fon Philip, (together 
with the Tetiarchy of r.turia and Trathonttes,) who 
nutdr it his capital! and called it Ca-faiea Philippi. 

The tribe or Zebulun had the Mediterranean on the 
well, the Sea of Galilee on the eaft, Iflachar, from 
which it was parted by the brook Kifhon on the fouth, 

and Najhtali and A (her on the coith. The principal 
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brought up. It is now a very inconfidcrable VUia& 
though once a fine city, fi mated in a kind of cone* 
valley, on the top of a hill. A convent is here bin 
over the place of the annunciation. The monks flic 
a houfe, which they infift was the r " ' - * 
which Chrift refided. 

Bethfaida is frequently mentioned in the New Teft a 
ment. St. John, chap. i. ver. 44, exprefsly tells n* 
that St. Peter, Andrew, and Philip, were of this city 
The name in Hebrew impl.es a fifhing place. U is n £ 
mentioned in the Old Teftament, nor is that indeed 
aftonilhing, fince it was but a trifling village, as J 0 f e . 
phus informs us, till Philip the Tetrarch rendered it I 
magnificent, rich, and populous city^ At prefent it 
only confiih of a. few poor cottages. 

Joppa, or Jaffa, as it is at prefent called, it fitiuted 
on the Mediterranean coaft. It was anciently the p r i n . 
cipal fea- port town to Jerufalem and all Judea, and the 
place where die cedars of Lebanon, brought in floats 
from Tyre for building the temple, were landed. ] : 
was pleafantly fituated on a rock in a beautiful plain, 
in 30 drg. 10 min. north latitude, and 35 deg. 3 m i n , 
eaft longitude. Jonas here embarked for Nineveh j 
and, fiom the hiftory of his miraculous voyage, the 
ilory of Andromeda was fabricated by the heathen 
poets ; for their fea monfter was no other than the levia- 
than of the facred writings, and the whale of die mo- 
derns. 

We cannot help adding the fublime defcription given 
by Job of this tremendous creature, which the ancients 
fo terribly dreaded, and which the moderns have founi 
the means not only to fubdue, but to render fubfcrvicn; 
to many ufes. 

His bulk is charg'd with fuch a furious foul, 
That clouds of fmoak from his fpread noftrils roll 
As from a furnace i and, when rous'd his ire, 
Fate iftces from his jaws in ftreamsof fire. 
The rage of tempeft, and die roar of feas, 
This great fuperior of the ocean pleafe : 
Strength on his ample moulders fits in Mate, 
His well- join'd limbs are dreadfully com pica; # 
His flakes of folid flefh are flow to part, 
As fteel hrs nerves, as adamant his heart: 
Large is his front, and when his burniiVd eyes 

I aft their broad lids, the morning feems to rife. 
His paftimes, like a cauldron, boil the flood, 
And blacken ocean with the rifing mud ; 

The billows feel him as he works his way, 

I I is hoary footfteps ihine along the fea. 

Dr. Young's Jcb. 

It was in Joppa that St. Peter raifed Dorcas to Ke, 
; nd icceivcd the mefTcngcrs of Cornelius. Though \: 
was antiently a veiy magnificent town, and a great com- 
mercial mart, yet the harbour was never commodious, 
on account of feveral rocks, which render the pa/nee 
into it dangerous. It lay for many ages in ruins, but 
of late has been much improved, though it ftili >- is 
beneadi its original fplcndor. The lower ground to- 
wards the fea is covered with good houfes. cmefi) " 
ftonc. The principal commodities are, Raman aiJ 
Jerufalem foap : ncc and other articles arc bivn^'-t 
from Kpypt, and exported from hence to various pa*. », 
vhich yields the bafla of Gaza a confide utile ani-wi 
income. The inhabitants are fupplied with water h<"i 
an excellent fpring on die weft fide of the town, * w 
Chriftians have no churchy except one almoft in ruth, 
and uncovered i but they have leveral handi< nvc ho»V f 
appropriated to their ufe, and for the entcrtaiivir.cnt 0. 

pilgrims. t r 

Cana of Galilee, fo called to diftinguifli >c from j 
town of the fame name, which lay near Sidon, h y 
far fiom Nazareth. Here Chrift fhewed lus fir It 

rack, by changing the water into wine at cbc m-u' 3 1* 

feaft. 

The 
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following 



mftance 



nd the 
great 



s t certain jeminary or learn- 

inTfor education^ a few years fmcc, having the Mi- 
rJrle of Cana given him as a theme, neglected to pre- 
oarc it for the infpection of the matter till within a few 
minutes of the time when it was proper to produce it: 
fearful of being puniflied for his remiflhefs, he fat down 
and comprifed the whole in the following admirable line : 

The modeft water faw the Lord and blufiVd. 

The matter was fo charmed with the energy of this 
fentence, that he eafily pardoned the young pupil for 
not rendering his theme more prolix. 

Cana was the native, or at leaft dwelling-place, of 
the apoftle Nathaniel, or Bartholomew : for he is ex- 
prefsly ftiled Nathaniel of Cana in palilee ; vide 
John xxi. 2, 

The lot of the tribe of Iflachar was bounded on the 
north by Zebulun, on the fouth by the other half of 
Manafleh, on the eaft by Jordan, and on the weft by 
the Mediterranean. It contained the mounts Carmel 
and Gilboa, the valley of Jezreel, and plain of Gali- 
lee, now called Saba. Though its fertility is aftonifh- 
ing, it contains only a few miferable inhabitants, who 
refide in lcattered huts, and has fcarce any remaining 
traces of the cities, towns, villages, which it might 
formerly contain : but as fo me o? the places, in their 
ancient itate, were remarkable, we (hall mention them 
on account of fome curious circumftances with which 
they were connected. 

Shunem, or Shun en, was a city fi mated on the bor- 
ders of the tribe of IfTachar, and was famous as the place 
of refidence of the ho fpi table Shunamite, who was fo 
kind to the prophet Elifha. 

Endor, mentioned in 1 Sam. xxviii. as a place of 
refidence of a witch, or woman who had a familiar fpi- 
rit, to whom Saul applied to raife thefpiritof Samuel, 
was fituated on the weft of the river Jordan. 

The circumftances of Samuel's appearance to Saul 
was certainly fupernatural, and permitted by God for 
the wifeft purpofes, and upon a mod Angular occafion. 
Neverthelefs, we fhould be cautious of draining fo re- 
markable a text, to favour the fuperftitious notion of 
the power of witches, wizards, &c. and of the frequent 
appearance of apparitions upon the molt trivial occa- 
fions. 

A learned divine, on occafion of repealing the act of 
parliament relative to witches, witchcraft, arc. in the 
year 1736, preached a fermon on the text in 1 Sam. 
xxvni. 6, 7, in which he very humanely andjuftly ob- 
icryes, that the vulgar notions concerning witchcraft, 
ana the affair of the witch of Endor, eflcntially differ, 
*nd continues thus : « A magician, in its beft fenfe, is 
a wile man, or wife woman > and this is alfo the proper 
meaning of witch, and wizard, or rather wifard, that 

wiNch and wif-ard, in our language, being both 
Jcrnrcd from the old verb to wit or wilt, that is, to 
Know or underftand; and do therefore imply no more 

ffirr3?^ m ? °I ™ derftandin S P crlbn • confequently 
f\»!rh « r S tTlC hlddcn art > or myfterious practice, of 
2a ! L PC k b ? V and thcfe words > 1 believe, were never 
tn f *u * r "edification, till they were appropriated 
w lucn perloni as pictend to know more than they really 

Md!Z?lr V tha ' m 5 an * impofed upon the ignorance 
did iw v fS ° f ° thm for &ke of gain : dm men 
, 7i *' ,0US wnich therefore called mari- 



tal * rk«* : r 9 ~ \" v " mcrciurc caueu magi 

2LT ,s ' cr *ty' fubtil » n,yfteriou, contrivances, i 



magi 

Br-L,^. " ,v» u j^ncriuus contrivances, in 

Si -Jv"?. ° f *«??• »» t( ""Id work wonders, 




or fe^dmo Ze ~C~'7 1 *" tl 'n c « oeaits, anu the flyinff 
(LT t^J°™ Umes by charms, that is, byverfes, 



r*j lometimcs bv xhrawtnew ,Ur. 1 



or Height of har.d tricks, and then they were called 
ibrcerers *, and fometimes by pretending to raife the 
dead, and converfe with them, and then they were 
called necromancers: but magician was a common 
name to all thcfe ■> and fo fcems the fcripture witch or 
wizard to have been, which are of the fame import. 
But witchcraft now isfeldom or ever afcribed to wile 
or knowing people, but to poor, defpicable, ignorant 
creatures, who have not fenie enough to defend them- 
felves, nor cunning to impofe on others. It is not fo 
much as pretended that they foretel any thing, or ever 
make themfelves famous, or grow rich and great by the 
art of magic. The poet Shakefpear, fpeaking of their 
ridiculous pretenfions, fays, 

But fee they're gone. 
The earth has bubbles as the waters have, 
And thcfe are fome of them : they vanifh'd 
Into the air, and what feem'd corporal 
Melted as breath into the wind. 

€C It is not poverty and naftinefs that makes a witch, 
nor age, nor wrinkles, nor yet a revengeful eye or ma- 
licious tongue; but it is craft, and cunning, and impof- 
ture, fet on foot to make a profit of, and practiled to 
the detriment of truth and religion." 

Indeed, fo far back as the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
the frauds and impoflures of pretended fortune-tellers 
and diviners were fo well known, that an act of parlia- 
ment was paired concerning them, which contained the 
following words, " Further it is enacted, that if any 
perfon, by witchcraft or divination, pretends to difcover 
any hidden treasures of gold or filver, or to tell where 
things loft or itolen may be found, to excite any un- 
lawful affection, or to prejudice any body in per ion or 
goods, he fhall fuffer a year's imprifoni-ent, and (land 
once a quarter in the pillory, for the firft offence $ and 
for the fecond forfeit all his goods and chattels, and 
fuffer imprifonment during life." Vide 5 Queen Eliz. 

cap. 16. • 

A polite modern writer hath obferved, that it is re- 
markable how much the belief of apparitions has loft 
ground within the laft fifty years j which he very juftly 
aicribes to the general increafe of knowledge, and con- 
fequent decay of fuperftition. " A belief of this kind 
(fays he) might fpread in the days of popifh infatuation ; 
a belief as much fupported by ignorance, as the ghofts 
themfelves were indebted to night." One of the prin- 
cipal arguments that hath been urged in favour of vi- 
fionary appearances, is, " That if there had been no 
real, tliere could have been no counterfeit millings." 
But this, the fame author obferves, is a piece of fophif- 
try ; for the fimile of the true (hilling muft allude to 
the living perfon, and the counterfeit refemblance of 
the pofthumous figure of him that either ftrikes our 
fenfes or our imagination. 

There is another caufe which, in our opinion, has 
kept up the infatuation, fince the time of the reforma- 
tion. As our thoughts upon the fubjects are novel, 
they may be agreeable; and as they are founded upon 
experience, we hope they are juft : we mean the num- 
ber of apparitions and phantafms raifed by dramatic 
writers : for the principal ideas of the vulgar, relative 
to ghofts and apparitions, are drawn from what they 
have fecn or heard in the play-houfe ; and the brilliant 
cffufions of a poet's fancy have often worked upon a 
weak mind fo far as to make it imagine an ideal fubject 
a real object. We have no doubt but the following 
lines have raife'd innumerable vifionary fears : 

Be thou afpirit of health, or goblin damn'd ? 
Bring with thee airs from heaven, or blaftt fntm hell ? 
Be thy intents wicked or charitable ? 
Thou comeft in fuch a questionable (hape, 
That I will fpeak to thee. Oh ! anfwer me ; 
Let me not ourft in ignorance, but tell 
Why thy canoniz'd bones, hears'd in earth, 
Have burft their cearmenti? Why the fcuulchrc, 

B b b Wherein 
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Wherein we faw thee quietly intew-'d, 
Has op'd its ponderous and marble jaws, 
• To give thee up again ? What may this mean, 
That thou, dear corfe, again in complete fteel, 
■ RevihYft thus the glimpfes of the moon, 
Making night hideous, and us fools of nature 
So horridly to fhake our difpofition 
With thoughts beyond the reaches of our fouls? 

Shakspeare's Hamlet. 

The poets have, however, made ample amends for 
whatthey may have contributed towards the continuance 
of a belief of the frequent appearance of apparitions, by 
the ridicule they have lb pointedly and juftly thrown 
upon aftrologers and foi tune-tellers. Sir Samuel Garth, 
in defcribing one of thefe pefts offociety, fays, 

An inner room receives the num'rous fhoals 
Of fuch as pay to be reputed fools : 
The fage in velvet chair here lolls at eafe, 
To promife future health for prefent fees ; 
Then, as from Tripod, l'olemn fliams reveals, 
And what the ftars know nothing of fortels. 

. But, perhaps, the mod pointed and humorous picture 
of thefe impoitors is painted by the ingenious author 
of Hudibras, in the following lines : 

They'll fearch a planet's houfe to know 
Who broke and robb'd a houfe below ; 
Examine Venus and the moon, 
Who ftole a thimble, who a fpoon ; 
And though they nothing will confefs, 
Yet by their very looks can guefs, 
And tell what guilty afpedr. bodes, 
Who ftole, and whor^ceiv'd the goods. 
They feel the pulfes of the ftars, 
To find out agues, coughs, catarrhs ; 
. What gains or lofes, hangs or faves; 

What makes men great, what fools, what knaves, 
But not what wife, for but of thofe 
The ftars, they fay, cannot difpofe. 

The other half tribe of Manafleh had lfiacharon the 
north, Ephraiin on the fouth, the Mediterranean on the 
weft, and the Jordan on the eaft. It was a beautiful 
country, finely diverfified with mountains, vallics, 
lawns, fprings, tec The mod confiderable place was 
Bethfan, or Bethfhan, fituated on the weft of Jordan, 
and the fouth coaft of the Sra of Galilee. It was con- 
fiderable in .the time of" St. Jerome and Eufcbius. The 
Jews call it Bethfan, and the Greeks Scythopolis, as it 
is likewife named in the u:ripturcs. The Tinks, how- 
ever, call it Elbyzan. 

Another remarkable place is Salem, or Solyma, as 
Jpfephus calls it, and which is likewife called lb by 
Mr. Pope, who, in his invocation at the beginning of 
that beautiful poem die Mcliiali, lays, 

Ye nymphs of Solyma Uc[(m the long, 

To heav'nly themes 'fublimer ftrains belong. 

No traces of any of the other towns are left at pre- 
fent; and nothing worth relating is recorded of their 
ancient fituation. 

The lot of the tribe of Fphraim, afrerv/n; < U known 
by the name of Samaria, had the Jordan on the call, 
the Mediterranean on the well, the tribe of Benjamin 
on the fouth, and the half tube of Maimllch on the 
north. It was here that the ru f ture between the king- 
doms of I Prod and Judah originated. The principal 
plices were, v 

Sichem, or Shechem, fince Nropolis, orice confider- 
able, being a dry of refu^r, and, after the dcttru&ion 
of Samaria, the capital of the revolted kingdom. On 
the place where it Hood, there is at prricnt a town 
kn >wn by the name of Naplofa, or Najdoufe, between 
the mounts Ebgl and Ueriv.im. It is die feat of a Tgrkilh 



fangiac, and capital of a territory con lifting of icoy'l 
lages. Mr. Maundrell informs us it is in a poor cond 
tion, compared with what its ancient ruins fh ew i t K 
have been, confining of only two ftreets, lying parulM 
under Gerizim, but well built, and full of people, 

Arimathea, or Ramah, in Hebrew, which ftVnifi* 
an high place, was the place of the prophet Samuel' 5 
nativity. 4 

Samaria, anciently Someron, from the mountain o 
which it was built, but now Sebafte, was the capital 0 f 
the revolted kingdom, and raifed by its monarchy t 0 
great fplendour. It was deftroyed by the Aflyriar lS 
but Herod rebuilt it, and embellifhed it with nianv 
magnificent edifices, of which there are ftill fome re- 
mains, particularly a large fquare piazza, encompafi^ 
with maible pillars, fbme ftanding, others lyincr } the 
fiagmcnts of fome ftrong walls i and the church built 
by the emprefs Helena, over the place where John the 
Baptift was beheaded, or, as fome fay, buried. Tim 
remains of this church are divided into two parts, one 
of which belongs to the Chriftians, and one to the 
Turks. The latter divifion is paved with marble, ami 
has a chapel under ground, to which there are xwtmy, 
three fteps to defcend. There are three tombs in ir 
where, it is affirmed, the Baptift, Elifha, and Obadiah* 
were buried. The Turks likewife fay, that it was in this 
chapel St. John was imprifoned and beheaded. For a 
tr fle of money they let the Chriftians down to fee the 
tombs, or rather to peep at them through fome open- 
ings in the wall. Not far from thefe ruins Jacob's "Well 
is fhewn, where Chrift held the conference with the 
Samaritan woman. It is covered by a fton:» vault; 
and thofe who arc defirous of feeing it, are obliged tu 
be let down through a narrow hole, when they may 
difcover the mouth of it. It is hewn out of the folid 
rock, is three yards in diameter, and thirty-five in 
depth, five of which are filled with water. 

Shiloh, or Sio, was celebrated for the tabc: naclc in 
which the ark was kept, till juft before the death of Eli, 
i Sam. iv. 3, ore. At prefent there is nothing remain- 
ing of it. 

Judea, properly fo called, contained the tribe-, of 
Benjamin, Judah, Dan, and Simeon, and lay to the 
fouth ward of the whole country. 

The lot of the tribe of Benjamin had Samaria on the 
north, Jordan on the eaft, and Dan on the weft. Tie 
principal places arc, 

'I he juftly famed city, of Jerufalcm, the capir.') of 
Judea, the regal feat of the Jcwifti monarchs, and t!.« 
center of the Jewifh religion. In its moll rlourinYnj 
ftate this city was divided into four diftinfl parts, <\ich 
being enclofed by its own walls, viz. The old city of 
Jebus, which flood on Mount Zion, or Sion, whme 
the prophets dwelt, and where king David built a lit 
pepb palace, which became the refidence both of hi ^ 
felf and his fucceflbrs, on which account it was c.tlht 
the City of David, 2. The Tower city, or the 
Daughter' of Zion, fo called on account of its having 
been built fubfequent to the other. In this divifion 
ftood die two magnificent palaces which Solomon bm't 
for himfelf and his queen ; the fine palace of the M.hc j 
cabean princes; the noble amphitheatre creeled hylic- 
rod, which was faid to be capable of containing 80,000 
fpeciators ; the citadel built by Antiochus, which wal 
ilellroyed by Simon the Maceabcc $ and the fecon;! 
citadel called Antonia, which was creeled bv Menu 
upon a craggy rock. 3. The New City, principally 
inhabited by merchants, artificers, mechanhs &c 4> 
Mount Moriah, on which the temple of Solomon wai 
built, of whic h an ample defer i prion is j$ivcn in the 6f» 
and 7th chapters of the fir ft book of Kings. 
, J ci u fa 1cm is about three miles in < ircumferencc m 
prefent, and lies in 31 cleg. 50 mm. north latitude jhm 



kv 
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36 dcg. eaft longitude, being fir u ate J on a m 1 IC' 
mountain. Dr. Shaw fays, " The hills which lUn; 
about Jerusalem make it appear to be fiiu.ucd, a» it 
were, in an amphitheatre, whofc arena inclineth to the 



cad ward. 



We have no where, a* I know of, any « 1 ' 
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.TURKEY 

ASIA 'L *f k That from the Mount of Olives, 
tinft view of it. the fafthcft 1S> notwith- 

which is * c r ^' Pittance, that when our Saviour 

ftand L ng '/h?mTX be faid, almoft in a literal fenfe, 
w as there, nc i b , There are very few remains 
< to have m |tcrve c. ^ ^ Saviour . s timCj or as 
0 f the city, either ^as g Qne ftone 

it was a / tcmar f n ^ er Even the very fituation is al- 
bcinf left ^Zton, £Zo& eminent part of the 
tcr A f °LES is now excluded, and its ditches filled 
° ld ffif ™e Places adjoining to Mount Calvary, 
T r Arift fuffered on the crofs without the gate, 
wherC 55ft in i the center of the city/' With refpett: 

arC n °: r £t ftate the Turks call it Cudfembaric. It 
to ^ prefent Itate, w ^ wWiout 

L S ?5 the di ch inconfidcrablc. The gates are fix 
dumber, viz Damafcus, St. Stephen's, HerodV, 
l 43S Be'hlehem, and Mount Sion Gate, be 
fideT Golden Gate, which is (hut up, on account of 
fprophecy which the Turks have among them, that by 
that pate the Chriftians are to take Jerufalem I he 
Kerf are narrow, and the houfes mean Pilgrims and 
revellers, who flock from all parts, either through de- 
votion, or out of curiofity, are the principal fupport 
of the city A Turkifh bafhaw refides here, to keep 
good order, colled* the Grand Seignior's revenues, and 
nrote&the pilgrims from the mfults of the Araoo. 

No European Chriftian is permitted to enter the city 
till the requifite duties are discharged : nor can a ftran- 
ger (afcly flay here, without being upon good terms 
with the Latin fathers. , 

The principal object of the pilgrims is the church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, fituated upon Mount Calvary. It 
is 100 paces in length, and 60 in breadth. The work- 
men were obliged to reduce the hill to a plain area, in 
order to lay the foundation ; but great precaution was 
tried not to alter any part of it where our Saviour's Pafllon 

was concerned. The place of the Crucifixion is left 
entire, being about 1 2 yards fquare, and (lands at this 
day fo much higher than the floor of the church, that it 
is afcended to by a 1 iteps. The Holy Sepulchre, which 
was originally a cave hewn out in the bottom of the rock, 
may now be compared to a grotto (landing above ground, 
and having the rock cut away, and levelled all round. 
The walls of the church of the Holy Sepulchre arc of 
(lone, and the roof of cedar. The eaft end enclofes 
Mount Calvary, and the well the Holy Sepulchre. The 
former is covered with a fuperb cupola, fupported by 
16 large columns, and open at top. Over the altar 
there is another fine dome. The nave constitutes the 
choir \ and the fides of the church contain the mod 
remarkable places where the circumflances of our Sa- 
viour's Pafllon were tranfafted, together with the tombs 
of Godfrey and Baldwin, the two 6rfl Chriftian kings 
of Jrrulaltm. In the church of the Crucifixion, the 
hole is (hewn in which it is faid the crofs was fixed. 
The altar has three erodes on it richly adorned, parti- 
cularly with lour lamps of im nenfe valu*, which arc 
kept conltanrly burning. The cloilter round the Se- 
pulchre L divided into iimdry chapels. The Latins, 
who take t ail- of the chinch, have apartments on the 
north -vveit: fide but they are nevei fullered to go out, 
the Turks kcrp'ng the keys, and ftirnifhin^ them with 
pro vi fions through a wicket. J-ome grand rricmonies 
*J r performed at Patter, re pi rfcming ChnlPs Pafiion, 
Crucifixion, Death, and Refurredion, of which take 
the following authentic account : 

Atdulk the pilgrims and monks meet in the clupe! 
of the appaiitioni the lights hit extifv'uWhed, and a 
lerrnon preached by one of the I ,uin pric : -fi\ : rhen ench 
wtng Hirniflicci with a lighted taper, all walk in pro- 
cdhon round the chuich. ' They {lop lull at the Pillar 
01 l *%™atiori, where a hymn is lung, and a fermon 
preadicd. Thence they proceed to the Chapel of tjie 
In ion, to hear another hymn, and another fermon. 
m the Chapel of the Divitlort of tile Garment, to which 
Jjjcy go next, a hymn is fung, but no fermon preached. 
A A«y then proceed to the Chapel of D*UUmk the aU 
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tar of which is fupported by two pillars, and underneath 
is a piece of greyifh marble, on which they fay the 
foldiers placed Chrifl, when they crowned him with 
thorns, and mocked him, faying, cc Hail, king of the 

Jews !" Heie a fermon is preached, and a fourth 
ymn fung. They next enter another . chapel, parted 
from the former only by a curtain, and advancing to 
the ealt end, come to the very fpot on which our Re- 
deemer was crucified. This chapel is covered all over 
with Mofaic work , and in the middle of the pavement 
are fome marble ftones of feveral colours, defigned to 
(hew the very place where our Lord's blood fell, when 
his hands and feet were pierced. It is adorned with 
13 lamps, and a candleitick with 12 branches. An 
hymn is here fung, and a fermon preached on forrje text 
relative to the paftion. Then two friars, who perfbnate 
J&feph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, come with great 
folemnity to the crofs, and take down the image that; 
refembles Chrift, which they put into a winding meet, 
cany it to the ftone of uncYion, and fing an hymn over 
it. A fermon is then preached jn Arabic; and thus 
the ceremonials conclude. 

On Mount Moriah, in the fouth part of the city, 
(lands the edifice called Solomon's Temple, which. is 
fituated upon the fame fpot as the ancient temple flood; 
but it is uncertain by whom it was creeled. The mid^ 
die part, where the Jewifti Sanctum Sanctorum was 
fuppofed to have flood, is converted into a Turkifh 
mo 1 que. 

It is to be obferved, that the Turkifii fangiac who 
governs this city refides in the very ho.ife where Pon- 
tius Pilate is fuppofed to have formerly lived. The 
principal part of the churches have been converted into 
mofques. The priefts, and other Chriftians, are kept 
miferably poor, by the tyranny of the government, 
and have fcarce any fubfiftence but what they procure 
by accommodating ftraagers with food and lodging, 
and felling them lelicks. 

In the neighbourhood of Jerufalem, the moll re- 
markable antiquities are, 

The pools of Bcthefda and Gjhon. Tn * former is 
1 20 paces long, 40 broad, and 8 deep. It is at pre* 
fent dry, and the arches dammed up. But Gihon, 
which is about a quarter of a mile from Bethlehem 
gate, is a magnificent relick, 106 paces long, 60 
broad, lined with a wall and plaifter, and dill fcorecl 
wifh water. 

The tomb of the Virgin Mary, in the valley of Jehb- 
fhaphat, has a defcent to it by a flight of 47 magnifi- 
cent fteps. On the right hand is the fepulchre of St. 
Anne, the mother of the Blefled Virgin j and on the 
left hand is that of Jofcph her hufbind. The whole as 
cut in the folid rock. 

Abfalom's pillar or place, which it is faid was erect- 
ed by that prince, in order to perpetuate his memory, 
as he had no male iflue, refembles a fepulchre, though 
it is not known that he was buried thcic. There is 4 
great heap of (tones about it, which are always increas- 
ing; for all Jews and 'Turks who pafs by it make, a 
point of throwing a (tone each upon the heap, as a te* 
ken of abhorrence to Abfalom for his unnatural rebel* 
lion againft his father. The (truclurc itfelf is 20 cubiis 



icjuare, and 60 high, adorned below v/ith four columns 
ol rhe Ionic order. From the height of 20 to 40 cubits 
it 1 » rows lefs, and is plain, a final! fillet at the upper 
end excepted : from thence to rhe top it is circular, and; 
runs up ipirally to a point ; the whole being cut out 
of a folid rork. 'J' here is a room within confiderably 
higher than the level of the ground w rhout, on the fideg 
of which are niches, probably to receive coffins. 

To iheeaftward of the above is the tomb of Zee ha- 
riah, the fon of Barachiah, whom the Jews flew between 
the temple and the altar, as it is commonly lupjlofed. 
It is cut out of the rock iB feet high, as many 1 qua re, 
anil adorned with Ionic columns 011 each front, cut out 
of the fame rock, and fupporting a cornice, The 
whole ends in a pointed top like a diamond* 

4 

The 
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The royal fepulchres without the walls of Jerufalem 
lire fome of the moft elaborate, curious, and magnifi- 
cent antique, remains that imagination can conceive. 
By whom they were built is uncertain, but they cbnfift 
ot a great number of" apartments, moft of which are 
jpacious, and all cut out of the marble rock. 

Near Jerufalem is a fpot of ground, 30 yards long, 
and 50 broad, which is now the burial place of the Ar- 
menians. It was formerly the Aceldama, field a/ blood> 
Or potter* s fields pure ha fed with the price of Judas's 
treafon, as a place of intcrmcnf for mangers. It is 
walled round, to prevent the Turks from abuttng the 
bones of the Christians : but one half of it is occupied 
by a charnel-houfe. 

At Bethany, which ftood in the road between Jeru- 
salem and Jericho, the remains of' an old caftle are 
Ihcwhy which, it is affirmed belonged formerly to La- 
zarus. 1 here is a* defcent of 25 fteps to the room 
where he was laid, and the tomb out of which he was 
raifed. 

Jerichtf is reduced from a magnificent city to a little 
mean Village, without any veftiges of its former fplen- 
dour, except fome grand arches of an old conduit. It 
is about twenty-three miles from Jerufalem, and was 
remarkable for being die firft city invaded by the If- 
raelites after their pafTage over Jordan, when it was 
taken by the fi ngiilar fall of its walls. 

The lot of the tribe of Judah was bounded on the 
fbuth by the mountains of Edom, on the north by Ben- 
jamin, on the eaft by tlu: Dead Sea, and on the weft 
by the Mediterranean- This was the moft fertile, po- 
pulous, and largefl of all the twelve lots ; but atprefent 
there are no remains of any places which it might for- 
merly contain, except 

Bethlehem, the place of Jtsvs Christ's nativity, 
and therefore the moft worthy to be held in efteem by 
all mankind, or the bleffings brought by the Re- 
deemer, agreeable to the prophecy of Ifaiah, which 
prophecy is thus paraphrafed by Mr. Pope ; 

Wrapt into future times, the bard begun : 
A virgin (hall conceive, a virgin bear a fon. 
From Jefle's root behold a branch arife, 
\Vhofe facred Hower with fragrance fills the fkies ; 

: Th' ethereal fpirit o'er the leaves fhall move, 
And on its top defcend the myftic dove* 
Ye Heavens from high the dewy nectar pour, 
And in foft filence fhed the kindly fhow'r. 
The fick and weak the healing plant fhall aid j 
From ftorms a flielter, and from heat a fhade ; 
Truth o'er the world her olive branch extend, 
And white-rob'd innocence from heav'n defcend. 
Swift fly the years, and rife the expected morn ! 
O fpring to light L aufpicious babe be born I 
Hark, a glad voice the lonely defart chears 1 
Prepare the way * a God, a God appeal s ! 

' A God, a God, the vocal hills reply 
The, rocks proclaim th* approaching Deity. 
Lo ! earth receives him from the bending fkies \ 
Sink down ye mountains,, and ye vallies rife. 
With heads reclin'd,. ye cedars, homage pay : 
Be fmooth, ye rocks i ye rapid floods give way : 
The Saviour comes, by ancient bards foretold L 
Hear him ye deaf, and all yc blind behold. 
He from thick films (hall purge the vifual ray. 
And on the fi^htlels eye- balls pc*ir the day. 
'Tis he th* obftructed paths of found fliall clear, 
And bid new mvific charm the unfolding ear. 
The dumh fliall fing > die lame his crutch forego, 

' And leapexulting like the bounding roe. 
Nofigh, nomurmur, the fiid world (hall hear} 
From ev'ry eye he wipes off ev'ry tear. 
In adamantine chains fliall death be bound, 
And hell*i urlm tyrant feel uY eternal wound. 



City of David, having been the birth-place of th* r> . 
Pfalmift. It wasotherwife called Ephrath, or E ? 
tah; Gen. xxxv. 19; It was originally built bv k 
Jebtifites ; and both Jerom and Eufebius aflure us th 
the monument of Jeffe, the father of David, was 1 
fhewn in their time. Bethlehem is feat^d on a pie f 
hill, in a fine fertile plain, and enjoys a moft excell 
air. 1 1 contains a convent of the Latins, another ofT 
Greeks, and another of the Armenians, and is ann 
ally reforted to by a great number of pilgrims and tr*" 
vellers. All the convents have doors which onm * 
the Chapel of the Holy Manger : for the place 
the bleffed Redeemer was born, and the manner 
which he was lard, are fhewn to this day. Th<f man* 



l (us city is tiuiant between fix and feven miles from 
Jerufalem, to the louth-weft, in the way to Hebron. 
It lies in 31 deg. 35 min. north latitude j and in 65 deg. 
5^ man. eaft longitude. Anciently it was called the 



ger is adorned with three pillars, one in the middl 
and the others at the ends : in the angle, a ftep 
are two other 1 mall pillars of an ecjual bignefs, between 
which there is a marble manger, big enough to hold 
new born infant : and oppofite to it is a ftone, whereon 
the bklTed Virgin fat when the wile men came to adore 
the heavenly infant. The whole is become entirely 
black through- time, ' 

At the diftarrce of about forty yards from one of the 
convents, there is a grot hollowed in a chalky rock 
where, tradition fays y the bleffed Virgin hid herfelf 
and her divine bate, from the malice of Herod, fome 
time previous to her departure into Egypt. Eaftward 
at the diftance of about half a mile, the pilgrims are 
fhewn the field where the fhepherds were watching their 
flocks, when they received the glad tidings of the birth 
of a blefled Redeemer. The magnificent church built 
over the grot where the divine infant'was born, is one 
of the moft fupcrb in the eaft, being divided into five 
aifles, formed by four rows of elegant marble pillars, 
to the amount of 40 in number, that is, ten in a row! 
Befides thefe, 10 more fupport the whole choir, which 
is enebfed by a wall. The pavement is beautiful, and 
the cedar roof proportionably high. The noble por- 
tico by which you enter the church is lupported by iG 
handfbme marble pillars. The choir, which is covered 
by a noble cupola, terminates in a fesnieircle that con- 
tains the altar : not far from, whkh are two marble ftair- 
cafes, confiding of 13 fteps each : by one of thefe the 
pilgrims defcend to the Chapel of the Nativity, where 
there is an altar under a concave, with a reprefentatiort 
of the nativity ; the whole being illuminated by lamps 
continually kept burning. 

This magnificent edifice was built by the pious em- 
prefs Helena, in commemoration of the birth of (Thrift* 
At a fmail diftance to the fouthward of Bethlehem, the 
famous fountains, pools, and gardens of Solomon are 
fhewn. The pools are three in number, lying in a row, 
and fo difpofed, that the waters of the upper moft fall 
into the fecond, and thofe of the fecond into the third. 
They are of a quadrangular figure, equal in breadth, 
but differing in length ; the breadth of each being 450 
feet; but the length of the firft is 800 feet, of the fe- 
cond 1000 feet, and of the third 1 iao feet. They 
are very deep, and lined with a plaiftcred wall, Clofc 
to the pools is a pleafant caftle of a modern ftru&ure r 
and at about the diftance of 700 feet is a fountain, 
from which they receive their waters. On the eaftward 
of the city the well of David is fhewn, for the watcis 
of which that monarch fo paflionately longed, accord- 
ing to the infnired writer. 1 Sam. xxiii. 14, &c. " And 
David was then in the hold, and the garrifon of the 
Philiftines was then in Bethlehem j, and David longed, 
and faid* O that one would give nic drink of the water 
of the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate.. Ami 
three mighty men broke through the hoft of the Philif- 
tines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, that 
was by the gate." About two fui longs from this well 
arc the remains of an old aqoedudr, which anciendy 
conveyed the waters of Solomon's pooh to Jerufalem. 
Befidcsthc above-mentioned chapels in Bethlehem, are 
the Chapel of St. Jofeph, the hufband of the Holy 
Virgin, ihc Chapel of the Innocents, and thofe of St. 
Jerome, St. Paul, and Euftochium, 



ASIA.] 

ir is proper here to obferve, that St Jerome was a 
d and celebrated wri'r . in tjie fourth century : 
^Paula andEuftochinuin, lier daughter, were two 
Joman ladies, inftrufted by Sr. Jerome in learning 

H oietv This celebrated city is, however, at pre- 
fait reduced to a mean village, inhabited by very poor 

people. 
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* Hebron, the ancient city of David before he took 
Terufalem, has long fmce been ruined. Near it ftands 
the village called Elkahil, on apleafant hill that over- 
looks a rnoft delightful valley. Ruinous as its prefent 
condition is, it ftill contains a handfome church, built 
bvthe emprefs Helena over the fepulchral grave where 
Abraham and Sarah, Ifaac, Jacob and Leah lie buried. 
The Turjcs have fince turned the church into a mofque : 
but Turks, Chriftians, and Jews, all regard it with 
great veneration. This town is the capital of a diftrict 
confifting of about 24 little villages, which the Turks 
call the Territory of the Friends of God. 

Bethzor, or Bethfora, formerly a very ftrong fortrefs, 
is fuppofed to have flood upon a craggy hill, twenty 
miles to the fouthward of Jerufalem, where there is now 
a village named Sr. Philip, from a tradition that it was 
at a fountain near this place* where Philip baptized the 
eunuch of queen Canduce. 

Enge/ddi, a village on the top of a rock near the 
Dead Sea, about four miles eaft of Tekoah, is famed 
for the great quantity of palms, and other odoriferous 
trees, which grow on the mountains above it. Among 
the caverns of thefe mountains two are very remarka- 
ble ; the one for being the retreat of Lot and his daugh- 
ters after the conflagration of Sodom ; and the other 
for being the cavern in whicli David fo generoufly 
fpared the life of Saul, contenting himfelf with only 
cutting off the fkirt of his garment. 

The lot of Dan was bounded on the fouth by Simeon, 
on the north by Ephraim, on the eaft by Judah and 
Benjamin, and on the weft by the country of the Phi- 
liftines and the Mediterranean Sea; the length being 
40 miles from north to fouth, and the greateft breadth 
rot exceeding 25 miles. It abounded in all the necef- 
faries and luxuries of life ; and from hence the fpies 
brought fuch noble fpecimens of its admirable fertility 
to thelfraelitim camp. 

The tribe of Simeon, which was bounded by Dan 
on the north, by the river Trihor on the fouth, by Ju- 
dah on the eaft, and a neck of land towards the Medi- 
terranean on the weft, lay in die moft fouthern corner 
of Judea. This part was not fo fertile as the reft of the 
land of Canaan, nor were the towns either many or 
conliderable, none deferving any mention, even in an- 
cient times, except Anthedon and Rhinocolura, which 
are now poor ruined towns, ftanding on the fea-coaft, 
and Beerfheba, of which, in Gen. xxi. we learn, that 
Abraham, having entered into a folemn league of 

% ^ 1 . A 1 * \ A l ■ 1 # « + *m * 

nes, to 
of the 




___ before, 

presented the king with feven young fheep, and entreat- 
ed him to accept of them as a token that he had dug 
fuch a well, an d fhould thenceforth be permitted to en- 

J ° » l i P cacc;lD ly ; "p° n which occafion the place was 
called Beerfheba, or the Well of the Oath, becaufe of 
the covenant made relative thereto. Hence the city 

which was eredled near it, in procefs of time, obtained 
the name of Beerfheba. 

A fmall part of die prefent Paleftine, fituatedon the 
coalt of the Mediterranean, and extending from the fea 
£ Jamnmtothc mouth of the river Bezor, was long 
ftjjecl to the five lords of the Philiftines. The prin- 
c 'pid places were, 

hi il l0n J Wh K h is dwindled into a very trifling vil- 
oTH, i 1 °" thc fr'^coaft, and was the native place 
It w*. v rcat * * ho was thcncc callccl Afcalonitcs. 
tianhv C K C °P al fcc from thc wlieft ages of Chrif- 
cTfirJ ,* • " r,n 8 thc Hol y W *» had ^any ftately 

£ 1 urU a ? o g> which havc fl * cc been all rained by 
**** 1 urks and Saracens. 
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Gaza ftands between two and three miles from the 

Mediterranean Sea, and lies in 31 deg. 22 min. north 
latitude, and 35 deg. eaft longitude. It retains many 
monuments of its priftine grandeur, and on all fides 
fome noble remains of antiquity are to be feen, viz. 
feveral rows of ftately marble colums, with all tneir 
ornaments entire, magnificent fepulchres, monuments, 
cVc. Among thefe is one in particular furrounded by 
a high wall, which belongs to a Turkifli family. Near 
the city ftands a round cattle, flanked with four fquare 
towers ; oppofite to which is the feraglio^ where the 
bafhaw's wives and attendants are kept j and a little 
above are the remnants of an old Roman cattle^ the 
materials of which are fo firm, that the hammer can 
make no impreffion on them. 

The Greclcs and Armenians have each a church here; 
and near to that of the latter, the fpot is fhewn where 
the temple ftood which Sampfon pulled down over his 
head, and deftroyed at once himfelf and a great number 
of Philiftines. The caftle is the refidence of a fangiac, 
who is fuppofed to have near 300 fmall villages, of 
hamlets, within his jurifdiction. At a little diftance 
from the town, quite up to Egypt, the country is inha- 
bited by a race of wild Arabs, who are continually rov* 
ing about, not being fubject to any regular govern-* 
ment. 

MafiTuina, or New Gaza, was the ancient fea-porc 
to the former, or Old Gaza, and on that account on\f 
was of note. It ftood about ten miles from Afcalon* 
near the mouth of the river Bezor. About it are ftill 
fome antique remains, but whether they belonged t0 
New or Old Gaza is uncertain. 

About three miles fouth from Gaza, and two miles 
from the fea, ftands a town named Larifla. It is at pre-* 
fent a poor mean place, defended by an old caftle, and 
a garrifon of 200 men 5 but was formerly celebrated as 
the burial-place of Pompey die Great, who was killed 
in its neighbourhood. 

At a little diftance from the above ftands Raphia, 
which is now fo inconfiderable, as fcarce to deferve 
mentioning. It was, however, a place of fome account 
in the time of the Maccabees. 

Gath was anciently the principal of the five capital 
cities of the Philiftines, being the regal feat; but it 
dwindled away fo early, that 110 veftiges of it are now 
remaining, and it is even uncertain where it exadkly 
ftood. It was famed as the refidence of the remnant of 
the giant race, and was the place of Goliah's nativity. 

£kron, or Ecron, was the norther moft of all the five 
cities which gave name to the five lordfhips"of the Phi- 
liftines. It was once a place of great wealth and power, 
and frequently mentioned in the facred writings, but it 
is dwindled to nothing, and not noticed by any profane 
authors. 

Alhdod, or Azotus, which was fituated about 12! 
miles to the north of Afcalon, bore an extraordinary 
' fame among the ancients. The fituation was inland, 
and the circumjacent country exceedingly fertile and 
pleafant. It was famous for the temple of Dagon, 
where was the grandeft and moft favoured god the Phi- 
liftines had. To him they attributed the invention of 
agriculture. This city, in the times of primitive Chris- 
tianity, was an epifcopal fee, and was even- a fair vil- 
lage in the timeot St. Jerome, but at prefent no traces 
otit are left. 

Thus have we minutely defcribed the Holy Land, 
and amply dwelt upon many curious and interesting 
particulars : but we would earneftly recommend to our 
readers to compare our geographical account of thc 
various parts of Syria, with the paffages in which they 
are mentioned in the facred writings, when we havc no 
doubt but they will receive infinite fatisfaction from the 
companion. 

Charm us, ye facred leaves, with nobler themes, 
With op'ning heavens, and angels rob'd in flames. 
Ye refttefs pa (Hons, while we read, be aw'd. 
Hail, ye myftcrlous oracles -of God I 
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Here we behold how infant time began, 
How the duft mov'd, and quicken W into man ; 
Here, thro' the fiow'ry walks of Eden rove, 
Court the ibft breeze, or range the fpicy grove ; 
There tread on hallow'd groitnd* where angels trod; 
. And rev'rend patriarchs talk'd as friends with God j 
Or hear the voice to flumbVing prophets giy'n. 
Or gaze on vifions from the throne of heav'n." 

4 

As we have been treating of the fpot which gave 
birth to Our Blefled Saviour, we deem it a duty we owe 
to the caufe of ChriilianUy to give the moll important 
traits in the life of that facred character. 

t 

SECTION XX. 

A Jhort Account of the Life> DotJritte, Suffering* and 
Death, of Our Blejfed Lord and Saviour JESUS 
CHRIST. 

THE Temple of Janus * was (hut; the fceptre had 
departed from Judah fj and the prophecy of 
Daniel was accomplished ; when God, in companion 
towards mankind, lent his fon into the world to take 
off that guilt of fm which defiled our nature > and the 
great work of our fiilvation was thus accomplished. 

In the time of Herod, God fent the angel Gabriel to 
an holy virgin, named Mary, who was efpoufed to Jo- 
feph of Nazareth, a city in Galilee, to inform her how 
highly favoured fhe was of God. The contamination 
of marriage between Jofeph and Mary had not taken 
place, as was the cuftom not only among the Jews, but 
with many nations of the eaft: the parties being often 
contracted in their infancy, but not permitted to co- 
habit together, till after they had been feveral years 
betrothed. Mary, however, conceived by means of 
the Holy Spiiit, and God lent an angel to Jofeph, to 
convince him of the chaftity of his i^oufe, and the di- 
vinity of her fon. 

During her pregnancy, fhe travelled to Bethlehem 
with her hufband Jofeph, in order to be taxed, agree- 
able to a decree iflued by Auguftus Cadar for a general 
capitation tax. The city was fo crowded, that not be- 
ing able to find any room in an inn, they were under- 
time neccflity of retiring to a ftable, where the Holy 
Virgin humbly bowed her knees, and brought her firlt- 
born into the world. 

The conception being without fin, the production was 
without pain, and notice was given to the world of the 
nativity of»a REDEEMER, by an angel and a ftar. 
The angel appeared to the Jewifh fhepherds, and the 
ftar was feen by the Magi, or wife men of the eaft. 
At the expiration of eight days the blefled infant was 
circumcifed ; and thus, by a few drops, gave earned 
of the abundance of blood which he was to Ihed for the 
purification of mankind. 

In due feafon the Holy Virgin prcfented the Divine 
Infant in the temple, and redeemed him, according to 
the written law, with five fhekels, and a pair of turtle 
doves ; for Chriit did not come into the world to over- 
turn, but to fulfil the law. At this critical inftant Si- 
meon and Anna, two pious perfons, entered the tem- 
ple, being llimulated by a divine impulfe, when they 
joined with great fervency in praifing God for having 
fent a Redeemer into the world. Simeon, in parti- 
cular, begged to die, in the words of the celebrated 
canticle uled in the liturgy of the church, and taken 



* Janus the firft king of Italy, was deified at his death, 
and depicted with iwu laces : the temple dedicated to him 
at Rome was always kept (hut in times of peace, and open 
in times of war. It was therefore natural that the Saviour 
of Mankind, who hiought eternal peace and falvation into 
the world Ihould he bom in a time of general tranquillity. 

t Jacob, on his death-bed, thus propheiicth : " The 
•* Jeep t re lliu.ll not depart from Judah, nora law-giver from 
« between his feet, until Shiloh come i and unto him mall 
V ihe gathering of the people be." Gen. xlix..io. This 



from Luke ii. 29. " Lx>rd, now letteft thou thy f 
vant depart in peace, according to thy word • 7 * 
mine eyes have feen thy fafyatiom" ' or 

Herod j being informed of the birth of the ch id 
tried, by various artifices, to get him into his powe ! 
but Jofeph, being informed of his bloody intentio^ 
had the precaution to withdraw privately into E ev n * 
with his wifey and the holy infant, where they remained 
twelve years. 

On their return, Jefus, though fo young, difputed 
with the moft learned doctors in the temple, and afte 
wards departed for Jordan, where he was baptized bv 
John ; when the heavens immediately opened, th* 
Holy Ghoft defcended upon him in the form* of a 
dove, and a voice was heard to pronounce the follow- 
ing words- : " This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
« well pleafed." 

Soon after the Blefled Jefus wrought his flrft miracle 
at Can a in Galilee : he then cleanfed the temple of 
merchants, money-changers, &c. foretold his own death 
and refuFredlion, and convinced Nicodemus, a doctor 
of law, of his divine million. 

He then traverJed Judea with his difciples, baptized 
great numbers, and repaired towards Galilee, where 
John was in confinement for having, in one of his fer- 
mons, reprehended Herod for his inceftuous marriage 
with his brother's wife. By the way he converted with 
the Good Samaritan, and reftored the dead child of a 
nobleman to life. 

He now travelled throughout Galilee, healing all 
manner of difeafes, reftoring the blind and lame to 
their fight and limbs, cleanfing lepers, and doing all 
manner of benevolent actions. Near the lake Gene- 
zareth, being prefled by the crowd of people, he en- 
tered into Simon's fhip, where he preached, and com- 
manded the miraculous draught of fifties. 

At the pool of Bethefda he, on a fabbath, cured a 
poor paralytic man, who had been lame 38 ye..rs, bid- 
ding him, " Take up his bed and walk." The Jews 
exclaimed againft this breach of the fabbath, but Our 
Lord ibon convinced them, that a work of neceflity 
ought to fuperlede a ritual command. 

Jefus foon after returned to Galilee, and cured a man 
whofe right hand was ihrunk up and withered. He 
now feletted his twelve apoftles, to whom, and a great 
multitude of people, he preached that admirable di£ 
courfe called " The Sermon upon the Mount," which 
comprizes all the grea* principles of the Chriilian icli- 
giom 

On the defcent from the mount he healed a leper, and 
in returning to Capernaum cured a favourite fervant of 
a Roman centurion. At the gate of Nain he brought 
to life a widow's fon, as the people were carrying him 
to be buried \ then dined with Simon the Pharik'e, and 
confoled the penitent proftitute. In various parts of 
Galilee he continued comforting the affiicled, healing 
the difcafed, and inilrufting the ignorant by the mod 
expreflive parables, till he crofted the fea of Galilee j 
when a terrible ftonn ariling while he was alleep in the 
fhip, his difcipks waked him, when he rebuked the 
waves, and rettored the fea to a perfect calm. Land- 
ing at Trachonitis, he met two demoniacs, from whom 
he cafl: out the devils that poflcflTed them, who entered 
into an heard of fwine, and occafioned thofc animals to 
precipitate 1 hem fc Ives into the lea. 

lie foon after pei formed two remarkable miracles; 
the lirft was feeding the multitude in the defert with five 




prophecy was accomnl illicit in the moft literal manner; for 
about the very time in which Chrift was born, the Roman* 
deprived the Jews of all regal authority, and appointed in*- 
imatea of their own to adminiftcr juftice throughout -J" 
yria. Thus did the fceptre depart from Judah, nor wc c 
the Jcwilh law-givers fu fie red to retain any authority. 1 ' 
Jatter part of the prophecy wus equally accomplished I; 
although there arc many Houri thing nations of CnriHia > 
the Jew* arc no longer a people. 

barley 
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1 7 lonvcs and two f^flies ; and the fccond was walk- 
ba !I thV furface of the water, with Peter, to the (hip 

jflrr On Lliv IV * . ...... 
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%v |.ica were his other difciples. 

After performing many other miracles^ and ^explain- 



in^ 



length 



his miffion more fully to his difciples, Jefus, at 
at the time of the Paflbver, eat the Pafchal 
1 mb with his difciples, waflied their feet, and inform- 
U\ em that one of them fhould betray him. Judas 
f on after left them, though it was night j and then 
Tefus preached his farewell fermon to his remaining dif- 
' les in which he recommended foetal love and una- 
nimity and foretold that Peter mould deny him. A 
multitude of armed men then furrounded him, and 
Tudas kifled him, in order to diftinguifh, and thereby 
betray him. In the fcuffle Peter cut off the ear of 
Malchus, fervant to the high pried; for which Jefus 
reproved him, and immediately healed the ear of Mal- 
chus by touching it. 

When Jefus was led away, all his difciples fled, ex- 
cept Peter, who followed at a diftance, and John hav- 
ing recovered his fpirits, returned into the high prieft's 
hall where Jefus was brought before Annas, who, 
though prince of the fanhedrim, refufed to judge him, 
but fent him bound to Caiphas : thither Peter came, 
and was challenged three times by the fervants to be a 
Galilean, and of the family of Jefus, which he three 
times denied, and forfwore: till Jefus looking back, 
reminded him of his prediction ; then the . cock crew, 
and Peter, being ienfible of his crime, went out, and 
wept bitterly. 

In the morning the council was to aiTemble, and 
while Jefus was in cuftody the Jews mocked him, co- 
vered his face, and having fmote him, called upon him 
to tell who it was. The elders likewife did their en- 
deavours to fuborn falfe witnefles again ft him, but 
were not lb fuccefsful as they expected in their infernal 
machinations. 

The principal articles of accufation, which their whole 
malice could invent, was only that he had faid he would 
deftroy the temple, and in three days build it up again. 
To this Jefus making no reply, Caiphas abjured him, 
by the living God, to iay whether he was Chrift the 
Son of God or not. To which he anfwered in the 
affirmative. Then Caiphas accufed him of blafphemy, 
and he was condemned to death by Pontius Pilate the 
Roman governor, who, though confeious of his inno- 
cence, weakly yielded to the folicitations of the Jews, 
and delivered him up to the foldiers to be crucified ; 
who ftrfl: cruelly beat him, and fpit in his face. 

Judas, hearing the final fentence, brought in the fil- 
vcr which they had given him as a reward for His trea- 
chery, and throwing it among them, faid, " I have be- 
trayed the innocent blood." With the money they 
bought afield called the Potter's Field, to bury Gran- 
gers in< and Judas went out and hanged himfclf. It 
u likewife to be obferved, that Pontius Pilate was foon 
alter depolkl by Vitellius the proconful of Syria, on 
account of his great cruelties and extortions. He was 
afterwards baniihed to Vincennes in Gaul, where" he put 
a period to his miferable exiftence with his own hands. 




Thole who would wiih to read a full and ample ac- 
count of the Life, Do&rinc, Sufferings, Kcfurrection and 
Alccnfion of the Great Redeemer of Mankind, arc referred 
to an excellent performance, intituled, " The Reverend 

«« rvinc E rm?? I ? ,s Lifeof OurBlefled Lord and Saviour 
«i Inn. H? CHRI f>' r - Containing a full, ample, accurate, 
« f nt!" d , u " ivcrfa,Hifto 7 of ever y Tranfaclion 

thc LIFhof Our BLESSEi) REDEEMER, from 
nisi {? 5? pon hll »Mf our finful Nature, to his Cruci- 
AflJlr Rc f urrc S ion from the Dead, and his Glorious 
Aicenfion into Heaven. Particularly his Genealogy, In- 
nervation, Circumcifion, Prefentation, 



carnation. 

Di 



«^K% M Jr fll ? ,B » Ba » nir '". Parting, Temptation, Mi-' 

J S , ufrcr ;ng«^Doarine, Calling the Apodlei, Mi- 




Jefus, being arrayed in a kingly robe, with a reed In 
his hand for a fceptre, and a crown of thorns upon his 
head, was led to Golgotha, on Mount Calvary, and 
there crucified, with this infeription over his head, 
Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews *. 

SECTION XXI. 

Per/bns, Drefs, Food, Cujloms, Manners, Government, 
Religion, &c. of the Turks, confidered in general. 

THE Turks in general are well made, and of the 
middle ftature ; thofe who rcfide in cities are of 
a complexion tolerably fair, but the peafants, from be- 
ing ex poled to the fun are fwarthy. Their hair and 
eyes are commonly black. Their features, wh.cn young, 
are agreeable ; the women are deeme'd beautiful, but 
bear the marks of age by the time they reach thirty 
years, as they frequently marry at fourteen. 

Theufeof paint is not common with the mode ft wo- 
men, but peculiar to proftitutes. They have, however, 
a general practice of blacking the infide of their eyelids 
by applying a powder called Ifmed. They perform 
this operation with a cylindrical piece of filver, flee), 
or ivory, about two inches long, and of the fize of a 
common probe. This they wet with water, in order 
that the powder may (tick to it, and applying the mid- 
dle part horizontally to the eye, (hut the eyelids upon it, 
and drawing it through between them, it blackens the 
infide, leaving a narrow black rim round the edge. 
The women alfo (tain their feet and hands with henna, 
which is brought from Egypt chiefly for that purpofe. 

The women of fome of the villages wear a large gold 
or filver ring through the external cartilage of the right 
noftril, and fome of thefe rings are at lead an inch and 
an half in diameter. Thefe people, likewife, mark 
their under lip, and fometimes their breads and arms, 
with a blue colour, by pricking the part with a needle, 
and rubbing it with a certain powder which leaves an 
indelible mark. A (lender waift being rather conftder- 
ed as a deformity, the Turkifh women ufe all their en- 
deavours to render themfelves apparently plump. 

The Turkifh habit has a graceful appearance. Next 
the fkin the men wear a pair of drav ers, and over them 
a fhirt and a doliman of fattin, taffcty, or other neac 
{tuff, which reaches to their heels. In the winter this 
is guilped, and they girt it very fifth t round the waifi 
with a fafh, in which tluy frequently wear two dag- 
gers, the handles and (heaths of which are fometimes 
adorned with gold and filver. In this girdle they alfo 
carry their money and their pouch for tobacco. Over 
the doliman they wear a kind of night-gown, which 
thofe who are able line with furs in the winter. Their 
(tockings are of cloth footed with red or yellow lea- 
ther, and their (hoes are of the fame colour. On their 
heads they wear a crimfon velvet cap, round which they 
wrap a red or white turban, which is a fcarf of linen or' 
filk many ells long. 

The firft part of the womens drefs is a pair of draw- 
ers, very full and reaching to the (hoes fo as to conceal 



4< other Primitive Martyrs, who have fealed the great truth 
of Chriflianity with their Blood. Including the Tran- 
factions of John the Buptift, the great Forerunner of the 
Mcfliah ; as alfo the Life of the 13 IcfTeU Virgin Mary, &c. 
To which is added, A Full Defence of the Chriftian 
Religion, in which the Evidences of Chridianity are 
fully dated, the New Tcdament proved to be Genuine, 
and the Religion of the- Great Redeemer of Mankind 
truly Divine. The Whole properly adapted to promote 
the Knowledge of our Holy Religion, a firm Faith in the 
Merits of Our Blefled Redeemer, and the Practice of 

every Chriftian Virtue." This excellent Work it 

beautifully printed in. Quarto, and compleatcd in only 25 
Weekly Numbers, Price 6d. each, embellilhcd with a Sett 
of admirable Copper Plates, properly adapted to difplay the 
mod folcmn and intereding Subjects contained in this Di- 
vine Hi dory. — Publiflicd by J. Cooke, No. 17, Patcr- 
nodcr-Row. 
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the legs. Over this is the Ihift, with wide fleeves hang- 
ing ifalf way clown the arm, and clofed at the neck 
w£h a button' but the fhape and co our of he bofom 
are very well to be diftinguifhed tlirough it. I hey 
have a waiftcoat made clofe to the lhape, wuh very 
long fleeves falling back, compofed of materials and or- 
naments according to their refpeftive abilities 1 hey ha ve 
a robe exaftly fitted to the fliapc, and reaching to the 
feet, with very long limit falling fleeves. I his is girt 
with a girdle of about fout inches broad, wh ich all that 
can afford have fuperbly ornamented. I he atrdee is 
a loofe robe, which they throw off or put on according 
to the weather, lined with ermine or fable, the fleeves 
reaching very little below the fhoulders. 

The head drefs is compofed of a cap called taipoc, 
which is, in winter, of. fine velvet, and in iummer of a 
light fluff. This is fixed on one fide of the head, 
Wing a little way down, with a taflal bound with a 
Circle of diamonds, or a rich embroidered handker- 
chief. On the other fide of the head the hair is laid flat, 
and here is an opportunity for the dilplay of fancy, 
fome putting flowers, others a plume of feathers ; but 
the moft general fafhion among die great is a large 
bouquet of jewels, made like natural flowers. The 
hair hangs at its full length behind, divided into treffes, 
^raided with pearl or ribbon, which is always in great 

quantity. " . 

No woman, let her rank be what it will, is permit- 
ted to go into the ftreets without two murltns; one that 
hides the whole drefs of their heads, and hangs half 
way down their backs; and another that covers all the 
face but the eyes. Their fhapes are alfo entirely con- 
cealed by a ferigce, which no woman of any fort ap- 
pears without. This has long fleeves that reach to 
their finger ends, and wraps round them like a riding 
hood. By this means they are fo difguifed, that a wo- 
man of tlu firft rank cannot be diftinguifhed from her 
Have : and it is impoffible for the moll jealous hufband 
to know his wife when he meets her; no man daring to 
touch or follow a woman in the ftreet. 

Notwithstanding this feeming referve, the Turkifh 
women lead a life of pleafure, exempt from cares. 
Their whole time is fpent in vifiting, bathing, or the 
agreeable amufement of fpending money, and inventing 
new methods of adorning their perfons. A hufband 
would be thought mad, that exacted any degree of 
ceconomy from his wife, whofe expences are only li- 
untted by her fancy. It is his bufinefs to get money, 
and hers to fpend it ; and this prerogative extends to 
^he meaneft of the fex. Indeed, they have no places of 
refort but the bagnios, and there can only be feen by 
t;heir own fex. However, they are fond of* drefs, and 
take great pleafure in frequenting the baths. 

With refpeet to food, the Turks are not fo abflemious 
a^s is generally imagined. They ufe the fame articles, 
*nd obferve the fame forms and ceremonies, with re- 
foect to fare, times of eating and drinking, manner of 
ferving, &c. as already delcribed under the article of 
Aleppo, together with other particulars, which we fhall 
therefore pafs. over, and advert only A fuch as are not 
fpecified under that head. 

Thole among the Turks who have once given them- 
ftlves up to the immoderate ufe of opium, are eafily 
known by a kind of rickets which this poifon never fails 
to produce at lall. Not able to cxilt agreeably, ex- 
cept in this fpecies of intoxication, thele perfons are 
particular objects of curiofity, when they arc afTembled 
in a part of Conflantinople called Terikay TcbarMJfy, 
or the market for the takers of opium. 

There, towards the evening, the lovers of this drug 
arc feen coming down the ftreets which lead to the foli- 

Their pale and melancholy figures would be 
Uifm/icrn to raile oity, did not their lengthened necks, 
rlicir heads tinned on one fide, their back bone diltort- 
cd, their flvonldcr railed up to the car, and a number 
of other extra \ f*\*an\ altitudes which refult from their 
tJifeale, exhibit .1 picture of the moll ridiculous nature. 

A long row of little (hops arc built againft one of 



the walls that fur round the fquare within which is tj^ 
mofque. Thefe fhops are fhaded by an arbour which 
reaches from one to the other, and under which the 
matter takes care to place a little fopha, to accommo- 
date his guefts, without (lopping up the pafTage. The 
cuftomers arrive and place themfelves in order, to take 
the dofe which the habits each of them have contracted 
renders necefiary. 

The pills are distributed. Thofe moft ufed to the 
practice, perhaps, fwallow four very large ones, and 
each immediately drinking a glafs of cold water, waits 
in his particular attitude. An agreeable reverie at the 
end 01 three quarters of an hour, or an hour at moft 
never fails to animate thefe mere moving figures, cau- 
fing them to throw themfelves into a thoufand different 
poltures, but always extravagant, and always merry. 
This is the moment when the fcene becomes moft in- 
terefting. All the actors are happy, and each returns 
home in a ftate of local irrationality, but likewifein the 
entire and full enjoyment of happinefs not to be pro- 
cured by reafon. Difregarding the ridicule of thofe 
they meet, who divert themfelves by making them talk 
abfurdly, each imagines, and looks, and feels himfelf 
pofTefled of whatever he wifhes. The reality of enjoy- 
ment often gives lefs fatisfaction. 

Though intoxication impels and enables the Turks 
to commit many outrages, and though their laws forbid 
the ufe of wine, there are, and have been for years 
paft, in their capital cities, public taverns, and govern- 
ment impofes a tax on, and protects them. Thofe of 
the Turks who go there generally get drunk ; and the 
confumption of the wine becomes a revenue of the 
treafury, and is farmed by an intendant. This officer 
receives the entrance duties : but the regulation of the 
taverns, and the tax they pay, appertains to the firft 
magiftrate and particular governor of the quarters 
where they are fituated. Their police affixes the feal 
to the door of every tavern ; but a little wicket is con- 
trived underneath, which they pretend to overlook, 
and affords an entrance always open and public. It re- 

3' u ires only a little (looping to evade the law, and get 
runk unmolefted. 
The Turks have no inclination to exercife, either for 
the prefervation of health, or curing of difeafes. They 
laugh at the Europeans for taking a walk, deeming it ri- 
diculous to walk merely for the fake of amufement. In- 
deed, it is with reluctance they ufe exercife either for 
bufinefs or pleafure. An European amba/Tador once 
giving an entertainment to all the foreign minifters and 
Europeans fettled at Conflantinople, excited the curio- 
fity of fome Turks of diftinction, who expreffed the 
greateft wonder and aftonifhment (not to lay contempt) 
at feeing fome of the firft characters among the Euro- 
peans (land up to take a part in the dances on the oc- 
c ail on. To walk or ride to their gardens, where they 
arc fituated at a fmall diftance, once or twice a week, 
at the proper feafons, is as much as moft of them care 
to do. The people of rank, however, though not fond 
of walking, are very active on horfeback, and dexterous 
at feveral equcftrian manoeuvres. 

The Turkilh mufic confifls of two forts, one for the 
field, and the other for the chamber. The firft is per- 
formed before the great military officers, and alfo ufed 
in their garrifons. It confifls of trumpets, cymbals, 
heautboys, and large drums, the upper head of which 
is beat upon with a heavy drum-ftick, and the lower 
with a fmall fwitch. Befides thefe, they have fmall 
drums, which are beat upon after the manner of our 
kettle-drums, and this mufic lias a good effect at a thl- 
tance. Their chamber mufic con fi ft s of a guittar, an 
Arab fiddle, a dulcimer, the dervifes flute, which is 
blown in a very particular manner, a couple o( final I 
drums, and the diff, aninftrumcnt which ferves to bear 
time to the voice,* which is frequently the woi ft of all 
their mufic ; for many of rhem bellow fo hideoully, as 
to fpoil what would otherwife be harmonious. As ™ c 
Turks are unacquainted with the method of writing 

mufic by notcii, they are obliged to learn entirely »Y 
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However, when feveral perfons play together, 
aft time, all playing the alike , for they 
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HVC , SuShi are very pleafing and entertaining, 
T url ^_ and the variety of their fteps , at 
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nCer n a r Ankal Places of Turkey are numbers of 
In all the capital P*« £ of a „ fefts and 

public, bag"^. frXfc Q f vcrv cUnguifhed rank, 
X ire gSlly baths in their own houfes The 
W ftruftion of thefe private baths are worthy defcnp- 
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Two fmall chambers, built with brick, and faced 
wi th marble or plainer, communicate, and are each 
;„htened by fmall cupolas, cut in chequers. I*h« 

SSfB i Ts y commonl/joined to the houfe by a fmall 
«. in which they undrefs. Double doors, folding 
^andlifted with felt, <hut in the firtt and fecond 

_«, rr of the ftove. „ , , . 

A wood fire is kept up in a fubterranean vault, the 
entrance to which is without This fire place is under 
the farthermoft chamber, and heats a caldron immedi- 
ately beneath the marble floor, which ferves as a ceiling 
to the vault. Pipes, placed within the walls, come 
from the Wide of the caldron, and go out at the cupola, 
to evaporate the water, which is kept continually -boil- 
ing Other tubes, communicating with a refervoir, 
are likewife contained within the brick work, and fur- 
nifh the infide with cold water, by means of cocks 
placed at the fide of thole which yield the warm water. 
Small feats of fmooth wood are made to fit on ; and 
drains cut in the marble, to carry off the water which 

is thrown down. 

Thefe private baths thus heated twenty-four hours 
before they are ufed, by being thus co nil rutted, have 
fo great a degree of heat, that, after being entirely un- 
drefled in the exterior chamber, and having put on 
very high fandals of wood, to keep the feet from being 
burnt by the marble floor, it is impoffible to enter the 
firft room, without flopping a moment between the two 
doors, to let the lungs dilate ; after which it is impoffi- 
ble to enter the fecond flove, under which the heat is 
moft active, without taking the fame precautions ; and 
it is probable that the air of this room bears the fame 
proportion to that of the firft, as this does to the exter- 
nal air. A Hidden perfpiration rufhing through all the 
pores, is felt immediately as they are entered : but the 
violence of this heat does not prevent the women from 
Haying in thefe baths five or fix hours together, and 
returning to them very frequently. 

Thofe who have not private baths, go to the public 
ones, which are always prepared, and contrived in fueh 
a manner, as to contain a great number of people. 
Some of the women, more delicate and fcrupulous than 
the reft, take the bath for themfelves alone, and go 
thither with their particular friends. To complete the 
entertainment, they carry with them their provifions. 
Their plcafures con (id in enjoying greater liberty than 
they could qthcrwife poflibly procure. 

Bathing women, named tcllcks^ with their hands 
wrapped* in little bags of ferge, rub the fkin till it is 
dry. They likewife make ufe of a very fine clay, mixed 
with rofe leaves, and afterwards dried in the kin, as a 
kind of foap, with which they rub the head, pouring 
on it warm water from large metal batons. The wo- 
mens hair thus cleaned and perfumed is afterwards tied 
tip in a preat number of fmall trefles. 

Thefe public baths are likewife frequented by the 
men, but at different hows from thofe fet apart for the 
women i as it is i|eath for any of the former to enter 
the bath when the latter are there. It is moft certain 
that a too frequent ufe of thefe ftoves, at length opens 
the pores to fueh a degree, as to render them vifible. 
rJ S et V ,J !^y certain, that fo violent an opening of the 
fibres brings on dec ripitude before old age. 
, 1 he Turkifli women are inexorable, when the auda- 
5»ty of a man me ins nothing more than an infult; but 
it »8 impoflible to confider, without horror, the difmal 
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confequences of the blind paffions to which they are 

fometimes a prey. 

We do not here fpeak of thofe women who fo fre- 
quently fell their charms, and whofe mutilated dead, 
bodies are fo often feen in the environs of cities, a cir- 
cumftance that may be accounted for on the principles 
of avarice or fear in the men, but of thofe women of a 
more exalted rank, whom an irrefiftible fury over- 
powers, and who efcape fecretly from their harams or 
feraglios. Thefe unfortunate creatures always carry 
off with them theirjewels, and think nothing too good 
for their lover. Blinded by their unhappy pafiion, 
they do not perceive that this very wealth becomes the 
caufe of their deftruction. The feducers to whom they 
fly feldom fail, at the end of a few days, to punifh 
their temerity, and infure the polTcfiion of their effects, 
by a crime which, however monftrous, the government 
is lead in hafle to punifh. The bodies of thefe refe- 
rable woman, ftript and mangled, are frequently feen 
floating in the ports under the very windows of their 
murderers ; and thefe dreadful examples, fo likely to 
intimidate the reft, and prevent fueh madnefs, feldom 
terrify or amend. 

With refpedt to literature in general, the Turks are 
extremely ignorant, fome few of thofe who are bred to 
divinity and law excepted, the profeffors of both which 
pretend to have fkill in phyfic. The few who under- 
ftand aftronomy, fo far as to be able to calculate the 
time of an eclipfe, are looked upon as extraordinary 
perfons : but there are many pretenders to judicial 
aftrology, in which the Turks have great faith. 

They have many colleges, but few proficients in fci- 
ence. Their phyficians are native Chriitians, and a 
few Jews; for the Turks rarely make this their pro fef- 
fion. They have a very imperfect idea of anatomy, and 
are totally ignorant of the ufe of chemiftry in medicine. 
Their libraries in fine are few, and the ufe of them 
rare. 

The Turkifli government is defpotic in the extreme, 
and military authority held in the utmoft awe, even that 

of fubaltern degree. 

An ancient cuftom, the origin and ufe of which are 
fcarcely known, has mixed the molt infipid buffbonry 
with the act of affembling together the forces of this 
vafl empire. This ridiculous ceremony is called by 
the Turks ala, that is, « the triumph." It confifts in 
a kind of mafquerade, in which each trade fucccffively 
prefents to the fpectators the mechanical exercife of 
its refpective art. The hufbandman draws his plough, 
the weaver handles his fhuttle, the joiner his plane ; 
and thefe different characters, fcated in cars, richly or- 
namented, commence the proceflion, and precede the 
ftandard of Mahomet, when it is brought out of the 
feraglio to be carried to the army, in order to infure 
victory to the Ottoman troops. 

The banner of the Turks is fo revered among them, 
that, notwithstanding its reputation has been fo often 
tarnifhed, it ftill retains their implicit confidence, and 
is the facred fignal unto which they rally. Every thing 
proclaims its fanctity. None but the emirs, who are 
its guards, aie allowed to touch it, audit is carried by 
their chief. The MufTulmen alone are permitted to 
look upon it. If touched by other hands, it would be 
defiled; if feen by other eyes, prophaned. In fine, 
they maintain the moll ridiculous opinions concerning it. 

Tyrannically defpotic as is this government, the op- 
prcflVd fubjects have, upon all occafions of public re- 
joicing, intervals of tranfient happinels. It is plain 
that a government which feems in its own nature de- 
ft ructive of joy, can no other ways produce its appear- 
ance, than by difappearing itfelf ; and mankind, ever 
eafy to be deceived, and ready to graft) at each flattering 
illufion, as foon as they lofe the fight of tyrants, take 
advantage of the opportunity to enjoy the feeble and 
tranfitory femblance of felicity. Thefe people, there- 
fore, give themfelves up, on thefe occafions, to all the 
intemperance of mirth, and pafs at once from oppref- 

fion to happinefs, and from humiliation to iniolcnce. 
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We fliall give a defcription, as brief as pofiible, of this 
Icene. 

Upon a public rejoicing, the manfions of the great 
are ei gantly decorated, and fuperbly illuminated. The 
houfes of private perfons are likewifc embelldhed ac- 
cording to the importance or vanity of the proprietor. 

The palace of the vifir, and that of the janiffary aga, 
are above all remarkable for the fumptuoufiieft of the 
decorations, and the profuhon of toys which are abfurd- 
ly mixed with the richeft ornaments. It is ianpofliblc 
to fee, without aftonilhment, the hall of the divan, that 
dreaded tribunal, decked out in the moft ludicrous 
manner for fomedays. Perfons who might be expected 
to be moft: grave, from their age, and the importance 
of their employments, are plcaled as much as the vul- 
var with fuch trivial and puerile reprefentations. Pro- 
ufion fo great amongft the mini Hers and grandees muft, 
no doubt, lead us to imagine, that in this particular, the 
illumination of the fcragho exceeds all the reft. But 
in this, by fo judging, we greatly err ; for every thing 
in the city proclaims defpotifm to have loofed its reins 
to the utmolt extent of fantaftic joy. It is eafy to be per- 
ceived by the melancholy afpedl of the firft court of the 
feraglio, that within this formidable -circle ftill remains 
the impenetrable recefs in which that dreaded power 
•waits in rcftlefs expectation, for the inftant when it mall 
difpel this intoxication of momentary liberty, which has 

lei zed on every individual. 

The exceffive gaiety of the common people muft 
indeed be confuiered as a tranfport of phrenzy. Many 
perfons in office have comedies acled before their houfes 
the whole time. The fubjc&s of thefe are various, but 
always indecent, and give great fatisfa&ion to the peo^ 
pie. If morals are but little regarded in thefe divcrfions, 
the government meets not with more refpect. Nor are 
the manners of the prince, and tliofe ot his attendants, 
exempt from raillery. 

An European fpectator obferves, that their fire works 
are very indifferent, and give no indication of the ge- 
nius of the artificers. The applaufe, however, is re- 
served for the moment when die unfortunate Greeks or 
Jews, who are hired to wear the European habit, and 
defend an aflault with fome ferpents, which ammuni- 
tion being loon exhauftcd, they are attacked and buf- 
feted on account of their drefs, with as many blows as 
the laws of war authorize, and which they arc not al- 
lowed to return. During the whole time of rejoicing, 
•which ufually continues about three days, defpotifm is 
conftrained to pay re fpe ft to liberty, till the time hav- 
ing expired, the rod of authority again appears, and or- 
der is rc-eftabli/hcti. 

With rcfpedfc to the Turkifh legiflature, th« firft law 
is, that every thing muft be decided by the teftimony of 
witnefles. With thefe, then, both plaintiff and de- 
fendant muft be equally provided : but there aie few 
!aw-fuits without falfe witnefles. The an of i\\c JMdge 
is employed in discovering to which of the parties he 
ihali allow the right of a Hi lining, and this hi It judge- 
ment decides the caulc; for if one party denies, the 
other is permitted to prove. If, therefore, a man is 
fued by another he never Taw, for a debt lie never ow- 
ed, he will be obliged to pay the fuer, on the depufuion 
of two Turkifh witnefles, who lhall affirm their know- 
ledge of the debt. The only defence that can be made 
in fuch a cafe, is to admit the debt was due, but alien 
that it had been paid. If the judge will admit of die 
party's producing witnefles, rhey may ei lily be pro- 
cured, and it will only colt a furling compilation to 
tliofe who have taken the trouble to pel jure t hemic Ives, 
and ten per cent, to the judge by whole means rhecnufc 
is gained. He who gains the clay always pays the colts. 
r J be pimilhment appointed for falfe witnefles. is to be- 
led through the ftrccts upon an afs, but it is rarely exe- 
cuted. 

One apparent good property of the civil law among 
theTurks,» the nftht'which every individual poU'eUVs of 

(ileaxlinp his own caufe. Bur thin privilege is of very , 
i f tie advantage in a country where flic judgement it 
arbitrary. 



With refpect to the law of criminals, it is a Ihocking 
truth that thefe monfters are more favourably ufed for 
that law which condemns the murderer to lofe his* life 
permits, at the fame time, the neareft relations of the 
murdered to grant him a pardon. The criminal k 
conducted to the place of punifhment : the executioner 
takes on him likewifc the office of mediator, and nego- 
tiates till the laft minute with the next of kin to thedc- 
ceafed, or his wife, who commonly follows, to be 
prefent at the execution. If the propofals are refufed 
the fentence is executed ; if accepted, the criminal is 
re- conducted to the tribunal to receive his pardon. 
But an accommodation very feldom takes place as 
there is a kind of fcandal annexed to the felling the 
blood of relations. 

To render robbers on the highway punifhable, the/ 
muft be taken in the commiflion of fome daring crime 
The territories of the Grand Seignor are infefted with 
banditti who commit the greatelt enormities 5 and the 
efforts of government fcrve too often only to difperfc 
them, and drive them farther from the capita], ]f 
they commit robberies, or even murders, in a villa*? 
the cadi goes thither, and lays a fine on the inhabitants' 
without troubling himfelf to take the offenders. On 
this account the country people take care to conceal the 
robberies that have been committed from the judges 
whole prefence is more dangerous to them than the 
thieves 

From the low ebb of commerce, and the oppreffion 
of the great, the art i fans are often deprived of work ; 
and the want of employment, joined with poverty, 
lead the populace to every kind of mifchief. The hope 
of pillage, and defire of avenging themfelves of the 
rich, multiply incendiaries. Thefe, to effect their 
pur pole, commonly ufe coundaks 3 which con (iff of a 
fnial I bundle of fplinters of pinewood, in the middle of 
which arc fome combuftibles, wrapped up in cotton 
dipt in fulphur. This they lecretly place behind a dcor 
which they find open, or in a window, and having fct 
it on fire, make off. No more is neceflary to caule the 
moll terrible ravages in cities where the houfes, being 
built of wood, and painted with oil of afpic, are eafily 
reduced to allies, by the firft villain who makes the at- 
tempt. 

The doctrine of the Koran, which enjoins fuhmif- 
fion to the decrees of Providence, from the following 
instance, fecms improper to make part of a criminal 
code. A Turk having Jellied a Chriilian by a violent 
blow with a club on the fkull, thejudge, after courier- 
ing the inftrument employed in committing the murder, 
declared it could not caufe the death of the Cluiftiui 
without the particular interfeience of Providence, which 
moitals had no right to oppofe. If the Chiiftian had 
committed the murder in queftion on the body of *i 
Turk, would thejudge have ever confidered him as 
the executor of a divine decree? 

Each quarter has its tribunal, in which a cadi, at- 
tended by a clerk, fits all day long, to hear complaints, 
and adminilter jullice, which is the more fpeedy, as 
the payment of the cxpences immediately follows the 
{vntence. 

The ftambol effendifl], or elTendi, as lieutenant of 
the police, fixes the prices of commodities, proclaims 
them, and takes care, either by himfelf or delegate 1 
that the weights and mcafures arc honed. Delinquent* 
uic condemned to the bad in ado, or fome feveie punifli- 
mcnt. Bakers fome times have an ear nailed to their 
(Imp, or are hanged, according to the caprice of cm*-' 
judge. Hut thefe, for a compcnlation, piocui c luMli- 
tutes, who become amenable to the law in their Head* 
which, if they cannot evade, they mult of com fe fulici * 
There is an inftancc on record, of a baker, win;, ha*'* 
ing been proved guilty of making bread deficient in 
weight, as well a» being concerned with other* in rainnjj 
the pi ice of that necelTary article of life, was, by order 
of the Grand Seignior, baked alive in his own oven, 
Puniflimcnts, however, are not fo frequently inflicw 
in general cafes, as they are defer ved. ^ 
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r ii^n* anecdote will furnilh an idea o 

The ?5SS S Turkey. One of the Ot«™ 
va ? UC having determined to build a mofque upon a 
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Ottoman 



ne- 
tilla 



f*ft£SS found no difficulty in making the . 

& of the houfes on the premifes, till a 
ceffary F"™*^, a hoil f c of fmall value in the center, 
lew, who P^JJ* \ n ° - rice . Large offers were 

ifofed to par * iA ^ inflexible, nis obftinacy 
made Vn. over his avarice. The courtiers pieafed 
rtvfs wi h die expeaation of feeing the Jew's 
tS na himfefr dragged to punilhment But, 

g eneral examplt% the p f incc dcf T nded f T 

?pKc w confult the law, and wrote thus to the 

« A man defires to build a temple ; all the 
Klmen, proprietors of the ground on which it is 
fbe Sfecf are in hade to participate of fo good a 
™ork. One man only, and he a Jew refiifes all offers 
Wh pimifhment does he deferve ?" None, replied 
tlic Mutti : property is facred without diftmclion of in- 
dividuals, and a temple may not be erected in viola- 
ion of fo holy a law. As it appears to be the defire 
of the Tew to tranlmit his property to his defendants, 
and it is the right of the fovereign to infift on hiring 
anv ground he may choofe, a contract for the hire of 
the Ground muft be made out to this Jew and his def- 
endants : then the houfe may be pulled down, and the 
temple built, without fear that the prayers of the Muf- 
felmen offlred therein mould be rejeded. The decree 
of the Mufti was executed, ^ 

The law concerning (laves fubmits them to the will 
of the buyer, exhorts roufe them well, and fell them 
when difiatisfied. The evidence of (laves cannot be 
received either for or againft their matters. 

The ladies of the haram, or feraglio, a^e a collec- 
tion of beautiful young women fent as pi efents from 
different provinces. Their number depends on the 
tafte of the reigning monarch. It has been from 200 
to 300. On their admiffion they are committed to the 
care of eunuchs and old ladies, taught every accom- 
plifhmcnt, and furnifhed with the richeft clothes. They 
deep in feperate beds, and between every fifth there is 
a preccptrefs. They are allowed no fei vants, and 
thcrefoie obliged to wait on one another by roration. 
They are fcarcely ever differed to go abroad, except 
when the Grand Seignior removes from one place to 
another, when a troop of black eunuchs conveys them 
to the boats, which are enclofed with lattices and linen 
curtains. When they go by land they are put into clofe 
chariots, and fignals are made at certain di (lances to 
give notice that none approach the roads through which 
they march. Among the emperor's attendants are 
numbers of mutes, who act and converfe by figns, arid 
fome dwarfs for his own diverfion. 

The Tuiks have their forbidden meats as well as 
the Jews. Their law obliges them to wafh and drain 
the blood from thofe animals which they eat. It like- 
wife forbids them certain parts of the an'mal, fuch as 
the liver, lights, &c. The butchers muft, therefore, 
provide for the fale of thefc ai ticks, which can only be 
of ule to the Chriflians. 

The dgiherdgis (or fellers of liver) carry on their 
their flioulders a long flick, to which i.h' y hang their 
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it)', ami cry it through li.e P. reels, by no mean, 

Iparing for noife, but never dilhilmu- ir ./ratis. The 



number of fWp killed (as the Tuiks arc not fond of 
b*el) nccefl'arilv produces many of thefe dealers in 
iv' t, who go about and fell ir wholefale to the Chri- 

mans, who eat it, ;mk1 in fnull quaniitie^ 10 the old 
women who are fond of their cats. 

In treating of the religion of the Turks we fhall not 
tnter into a detail of the particular doclrincs of Ma- 
nometanifm, us that has been given in our account of 
t'nia, m which we have alfo pointed out the diffe- 
rence between the religion of the iWums and the Tuiks. 

*ne links name their children foon as they arc 
or? : .i y d(> " 0t circi,mci ^ diem they are eleven 
•ce T? <omct ' mcs fourteen or fifteen years of 
and 1 "Potion is attended with fome ceremony 

much pain, Thofcwhoare imcirciimcifed, whe- 



ther Turkifh children or Chriftians, are not allowed to 
be prefenc at public prayers, and if they arf found in 
mosques they are liable to be burnt. 

The Turks obferve the Feaft of Uamezan in the 
fame manner as the Perfians, the next new moon after 
which they keep the Feaft of Bairam, which is pub- 
limed by firing of guns, bonfires ancLother rejoicings,.. 
The feftival lafts three days, during which the people 
are entertained with mufic vocal and inftru mental, and 
fire-works ; and many women, who are, in a manner, 
confined the reft of the year, have liberty to go abroad, 
At this time they forgive their enemies, and become 
reconciled to them 3 for they think they have made a 
bad Bairam if they harbour the leajt malice JH their 
hearts againft any perfon whatever. 

To our learned and ingenious correspondent men* 
tioned on a former occafion we are indebted for the foU. 
lowing account of the Feaft of Tulips, fo called be- 
caufe it confifts in illuminating a garden, and this, 
flower is that which the Turks moft admire. The ao 
count, indeed, was communicated to his lady by a ful« 
tana, whofe good graces fhe pofTelTed ; for no Euro- 
pean could pofiibly gain admittance, to the interior part 
of the haram. 

The garden of the haram which is very extenfive, and 
laid out in elegant tafte, is the place where thefe noc- 
turnal entertainments are given. Vafes of various 
kinds, filled with natural and artificial flowers, are 
brought for the occafion, and add to the fplendor of 
a.i illumination caufed by an infinite number of lan* 
terns, coloured lamps and wax candles, in glafs tubes 
reflected on every fide by mirrors difpofed for thrt pur- 
pofe. Shops erected for the rejoicing, and furnifhed 
with different kinds of wares, are occupied by the wo- 
men of the haram, who reprefent in proper drefles 
dealers, and offer the goods they contain to fale. The 
fultanas, whether fitters, neices, or coufins of the em- 
peror, are invited by him to partake of this amufe* 
ment, and they as well as his highnefs purchafe in thefo 
fhops trinkets and toys, of which they make each other^ 
prefents. They likewife extend their generofity to thq 
women of the Grand Seignior, who are admitted to 
the diverfion, or who occupy the fhops. The dances, 
mufic, &c. prolong the entertainment till nighc is faj 
advanced, and fpread a kind of momentary gaiety over 
a place which feems, in every other refpeft, devoted to 
fadnefs and difcontent. 

They have other feftivals, on all which the fteeples 
of the mofques are adorned with lamps placed in va,- 
rious figures. They pray five times a day, and ufe tfrfl 
fame ablutions as the Perfians. 

The greateft cement of friendfhip and afTuranc$ of 
fidelity among the Turks confifts in this ceremony. The 
party who wifhes to pledge his faith to another calls for 
fome bread and fait, which being brought, he takes a, 
little of the fait between his fingers, and putting it with 
a myfterious air on a piece of bread, eats it with a de- 
vout gravity, affuring his friend that he may implicitly 
rely upon him. The Turks hold it the blacked Jngra* 
titude to forget the man from whom they have received 

food, which is fignificd by the bread and fait in this ce» 

rcmony. 

There arc a few monafteries of dervifei, of which 
in Turkey there are two kinds. The difference arifes 
from the difference of the rules impofeil on them by 
their refpecfivc founders. That of the Mewliach der- 
viles is to turn ynu^d like a whirligig, and feek a kind 
of religious intoxication in the giddinefs which muft 
naturally refill t from this abfurd exercife. The rule of 
the other dei vifes, named Tac"ta-Tcpc n, is more melan- 
choly, and borders on baibarity. It confifts in walking 
folemnly in a row, and uttering a religious invocation 
with a loud voice and much exertion at each ftrokc on 
a drum beaten for the puruoie. They fomcr.imeB un* 
dcrgo violent labour of tnc lungs, and many at the 
dole of the proceffion vomit blood. Their appearanca 
is fad and furly, and there is an auflerity in tneir ge, 
neral deportment which indicates that they look upon, 

the reft of mankind with the utmoft contempt, 
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T*here are likewife in Turkey other monks who, nn- 
der the mafk of religion, pracYife the moft flagrant 
enormities, and levy con vibutions on the fay at iea I and 
deluded public, nor aie the moil enlightened exempt 
from their impofitions. 

The marriages of the Turks, as among other ea- 
flrern nations, are ufually brought about by the women, 
who treat for the rcfpccrivc fexe.s. When the preli- 
minaries are fettled, the fathrrof the youn^ nianmdes 
a formal demand of the female, and a licence is pro- 
cured from the cadi for their man iagc. Each of the 
parties then appoint a proxy, who meet the Imaum, or 
pj icft, and feveral of the male relations, and after ex- 
amining witneflls to prove that thole proxi< s are re- 
gularly appointed, he afks the one if lie will be willing 
to purchafe the bride for fuch a fum, and the other it 
iie be fatisfied with the lame. Being anfwered in the 
affirmative, he joins die hands, and the money being 
paid, the ceremony is concluded with a prayer out of 
the Koran. The nuptials are then celebrated with fe- 
ftivity. Among the Turks it is a greater difgracc to 
be married and not fruitful, than it is with Europeans 
for a woman to be fruitful before marriage. 

Upon the death of a Turk the women burft into 
Ihrieks, which they continue till the corpfe is interred. 
In carrying it to the grave a number of men with tat- 
tered banners walk fir ft. ; then come the male friends, 
and after rhem the corpfe upon mens moulders. Ihe 
women clofe the proceffion with dreadful fhrieks, while 
the men are all the way employed in chanting prayers 
©u*t of the Koran. In this order they proceed to a 
rnofque, where the bier is fet down in the court-yard, 
and fervice is laid by the Imaum, after which the corpfe 
h carried in the fame order to the btirying-placc, which 
is generally in the fields, and theie interred with the 
face towards Mecca. 

The neareft relations pray at the grave on the third, 
feventh and fortieth days af.tr the interment, and alfb 
that day twelvemonth after the perfon's deceafe, and on 
each of thofe days a quantity of provifions is dreffed 
and given to the poor. 

' The men wear no mourning, but the women drefs 
in their gravel I coloured cloaths, and wear a head-drefs 
©f a dark colour. Their jewels, and all other orna- 
ments are laid afule for the fpace of twelve months 
when they mourn for a hwfband, and fix if it be for a 
father. Thefe periods are not, however, very ftridtly 
©bferved upon all occ.ifrons ; but before the widow can 
marry again, Ihe muft mourn far forty days without 
leaving the houfe, or fpeakingto any perfon more than 
is abfolutely ncccfiary : and this prohibition extends 
even to her nearer! relations. 

SECTION XXII. 

A compen droits Iiiftory of the Turks. 

THAT "warlike and hardy race of people, who in- 
habited the vaft country known to the ancients 
by the name of Scythia, have, at different periods, ex- 
tended their conquefts over the more font hem and fer- 
tile parts of Alia. One tribe of thefe people called 
Turks, or Turcomans, which figniftes wanaerrrs, who 
tiled to ramble from one country to another with their 
(lochs and herds, bur refilled chiefly north of the Palus 
Nfreoiia and the Kuxinc Seas, in the eighth century 
travelled fouthward, and fettled in Georgia* between 
the Kuxine and the CaJpianScas, where they continued 
about so.) years. 

About the year of Thrift tooothcy removed farther 
finuh'A'iiul into Amicnia, the name of which they chang- 
ed for thai of Turcoi nani.i. They foon after fuhducd 
Hag lad, ravaged IVi Ha, and made themlelves mailers 
of tin* northern provinces of Arabia : they were at tins 
time all pag.uis ; hut their leader Tangroltpire thought 
proper to mm Mahometan through political motives, 
well knowing rh it a fovcieign of a cli detent religious 
peifuafion \k ncvci . orecablc to the generality of the 



people. The Turks then proceeded to invade the 
ritoiics of the Grecian emperor in Afia Minor wK^" 
they conquered feveral cities, as the Saracens har?,/ rc 
in Syria, Paleftine and Egypt. m * m * 

The Chriftians being greatly opprefTed, the cmn 
of Conftantinople, who was then at the head of? 1 
Afiatic Chriftians, implored the afliftance of the diff 
ent fovereigns of Europe^ in order to oppoie both 7 
Turks and Saracens. e 

The pope intereftcd himfelf in die affair, and 1 
clergy in general did their endeavours to excite an e ^ 
lation, by which the Holy Land might be refcued fr U 
the hands of the infidels. Qm 

All Europe took the alarm, and in the year of Chr> 
IC96 the fiift crufade commenced, when anailonilhin 
multitude, to the number of near 800,000, eneap' 
in the enterprise, and proceeded towards Paleftj^ 
but, as they had not confidered the length of the iour" 
ney, nor how they were to fub fill till they arrived in the 
enemies country, above half of them perifhed by the 
way ; fbme being taken oft" by ficknels, others by f a . 
mine, and others by the fword, even in Chriftian coun- 
tries through which they marched : for as theyobferved 
but little order, and committed many depredations 
the natives were frequently obliged to ftand upon the 
defenfive, and repel force by force. 

Many of thofe who arrived at Conftantinople, were 
indeed, but a confufed multitude, without difcipline > 
or fubordination to their leaders. The more regular 
troops followed, and proceeded with greater caution 
under the conduct of Godfrey of Boulogne, and other 
commanders celebrated for their military exploits. 
Thefe arrived at Conftantinople in tolerable order; but 
their numbers greatly furprifed the Grecian emperor, 
who began to be more afraid of them, dian he had be- 
fore been of the infidels; and, inftead of joining his ar- 
mies to them, as he had previoufly promifed, con- 
trived, by every finifter means, to diftrefs them. He 
durft not deny the fhipping which he had promifed to 
tranfport the troops, left he mould feel the refentmenc 
of the commanders, who had great reafon to be dif- 
plealed at his treacherous conduct. 

Onmuftering the troops, it appeared that the Chrif- 
tians had 100,000 horfe, and near twice that number of 
foot. This vaft army began its operations by befieging 
Nice in Bithynia, to relieve which, Sultan Soiyman 
marched, but was totally defeated, when the place fur- 
rendered, and was put into the Grecian emperor's 
hands, as had been previouQy agreed. 

The Chriftians then proceeded towards Antioch, 
when Sultan Soiyman, at the head of 200,000 men, 
gave them battle, but was totally defeated. Antioch 
was foon after taken ; but the Chriftian leaders did not 
choofe to put it into the hands of the emperor of Con- 
ftantinople, as his perfidy had repeatedly difgulled them. 
They then marched to Jerufalcm, which they inveftcd 
with only 50,000 men, their numbers being lb far re- 
duced ; and the garrifon at the fame time was more nu- 
meiousthan the beftegers. The arrival of a fleet of 
l'.nglim, Norman, Flemifh, and Genocfe fliips, how- 
ever, gave new fpirit to their operations, by bringing 
them a fielh lupply of mt n. The outward wall was 
foon carried by ilorm, and the ciiy itfelf was foon after 
taken fwoid in hand, when Godfrey of Boulogne was 
crowned king of Jerufalcm. This fovcieign foon lub- 
dued Ptolemais, Ccfarrra, Antipatris, Afkalon, &c. 
but he died within a year after his coronation, and Bald- 
win of lkugenfis fuccccdcd him, A. D. iioo. In hi* 

rcij.'n the Chriftians look the city of Tyre, and obtained 
three vuHoiws over the infidels: he then laid (lege to 
the city of Danuil us, but proved luifucccfsful in his 
attempt. After reigning 30 years he died* and wis 
Imccidcd by Folk, eail of Anjou, in the year f * 3 1 • 
In 1 his reign the Chriftians began to quarrel among 
themlelves ; but Folk, being killed by a fall from his 
horfe, his elded fon w.ts elected king in the year W4*> 
iiinler the title of Baldwin the Second, but being then 
only 1 j years of age, his mother was joined with h wn 

in the adminiftration of public affairs, 
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of Damafcus, had great fuccefs 



The CiiriiUans, who had been in pofleffion of the 
tr lufand. and countries adjacent, more than forty 

had eftablifhed four diftinft kingdoms, viz. 
yearS, Tl)e kingdom of Edefla, which comprehended 
the countries on the banks of the Euphrates. 2 The 
L'npdom of Tripoli, which was near the fea coaft. 3. 
The kingdom of Antioch. 4- The kingdom of Jeru- 

^Sanaum, fultan of Aleppo, and afterwards Noradin, 
,is font took advantage of the continual ddcords among 
he Chriftians, and retook many of the conquered 
places, which occafioned the Chriftians again to call in 
the afliftance of the European fovereigns. Upon which 
invitation, Conrad, emperor of Germany, at the head 
of 100,000 men, undertook the expedition. But the 
Grecian emperor proving as great an enemy to him as 
the infidels, he loft the greater! part of his army, and 
returned home greatly difappointed. 
Saladin, fultan 

againit the Chriftians, and, in 1 187, took Jerufalem. 
This engaged Frederic, emperor of Germany, in ano- 
ther cruiade. But the imperial foices, who were for 
fame time fuccefsful, were at length vifited by the 
plague, which deftroyed the army. 

Richard I. of England, and Philip Auguftus of 
France, were then ftimulated by the pope, to carry 
their arms into Paleftine, which they did in 1 190; but 
the two kings difagreeing, this, like the preceding en- 

terprizes, like wife failed. 

In the year 1200 Conftantinople was taken by the 
Latins, and Baldwin, earl of Flanders, being elected 
emperor thereof, foon after laid fiege to Adrianople : 
but the Greeks inviting the Tartars to their afliftance, 
the Chriftian army was defeated, and Baldwin himfelf 
taken prifoner. They cut off the hands and feet of 
the unhappy monarch, and left him to perifli miferably 
in the field, where he died three days after, in the 33d 
year of his age, and firft of his reign. 

Henry, the brother of Baldwin, being then elected 
emperor of Conftantinople, by the afliftance of the king 
ofTheflaly, drove the Tartars out of Thrace, and re- 
covered all the places they had taken. 

The fultan of Egypt was now the mod formidable 
Mahometan power ; therefore the Chriftians determined 
to invade Egypt, which, they did under the conduct of 
Lewis, king' of France, commonly called St. Lewis, 
who departed from Europe with a fleet of 1800 fail, 
containing an army of 60,000 men, including about 
13,000 knights, Englifli, French, and Cypriots. The 
army landed near Damietta, which they entered with- 
out oppofttion, the infidels having previoufly abandon- 
ed it. or/ 

Lewis left his queen at Damictta with a confutable 
gamion, and began his march towards Grand Cairo, 
at the head of 20,000 horfe, and 40,000 foot j but they 
were fo harraffed by the infidels, that they were above 
three months in advancing 40 miles. At length the 
Mahometans taking an advantage of the van of the 
cniiltian 1 army being feparated from the main body, at- 
tacked the crufaders with great fury, totally defeated 
Mtm, took the king of France prilbner, and all the 
x 100™ who were not Hain in the engagement. It was 
nut debated by the Mahometans, whether they fhould 
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wards Edward I. king of England. He took Naza- 
reth, and defeated the Turks in feveral engagements: 
but not being properly fupported by the Chriftian 
princes, he returned to England, after having been a 
year and a half in Paleftine ; whereupon Elphis, fultan. 
of Egypt, invaded Syria, took Tripoli, Tyre, Sid on, 
Berethus, and all the towns poftefled by the Chriftians, 
except Ptolemais. A truce was, however, agreed 
upon for five years ; but being broken by the Chriftians, 
the fultan of Egypt laid fiege to Ptolemais but dying 
before the place, his fon Araphus took it by ftorm, and 
gave the plunder to his foldiers : after which the Chrif- 
tians were entirely expelled from Paleftine, 192 years 
fubfequent to the taking of Jerufalem. 

But Caflanes, the Tartar, who was fovereign of 
Pcrfia, revenged the quarrel of the Chriftians, by fall- , 
ing upon the fultan of Egypt, defeating his armies, re-, 
covering mod of the places in Syria and Paleftine, 
which he had taken, and rebuilding the city of Jerufa- 
lem, which he did at the inftigation of his queen, who 
was an Armenian Chriftian. He likewife oftered to join 
the Chriftian princes, and re-eftablifh them in the Ho- 
ly Land; but the principal fovereigns in Europe were 
unhappily engaged in a war among themfelves, and 
could not, therefore, fpare any forces to fend to Palef- 
tine ; upon which, Caffanes retired into Perfia, and the 
fultan of Egypt recovered all he had loft. 

Upon the death of Aladin, the laft prince of the Sel- 
zucian family, the Turkifh lords divided the country 
among themfelves, the principal of whom was Otto- 
man, or Othman, the fon of Erthogrul. 

The Chriftians of Bithynia, when the Turks were 
drove out of Perfia by the Tartars, permitted their 
flocks and herds to graze upon their mountains ; but 
the Turks, after having been here for fome time, be- 
gan to claim the place as a matter of right, and to dif- 
pute the pofteflion ofitwith the Chriftian natives., which 
naturally led the latter to complain to the governors of 
the neighbouring Grecian caftles, that thofe they had 
fuccoured through compafiion, wanted now to be 
their mafters. The Grecian governors, therefore, af- 
fembled a body of forces, in order to compel the Turks 
to acknowledge the fovereignty of the Grecian empe- 
ror, or to relinquifh. the place: but Ottoman, putting 
himfelf at the head of a body of troops, defeated the 
Chriftians, and took Cara Chilar, a fortrefs fituated oh 
the frontiers of Bithynia and Phrygia. He afterwards 
plundered all Bithynia, which lb greatly alarmed the 
Chriftians, that they prevailed upon the governor of 
Belczugar to invite Ottoman to the folemnization of a 
wedding at his caflle, that they might have an opportu- 
nity of taking him off. Ottoman being apprized of 
the defign, contrived to introduce a party of foldiers in 
difguife, who killed the governor and all his guefts, 
and took pofleffion of the caflle. He then made him- 
f If matter of many other places in Phrygia, and even 
laid fiege to the city of Nice. The emperor of Con- 
ftantinople fent an army to relieve the places, but it 
was defeated by Ottoman, who, from this time, viz. 
A. D. 1300, took upon himfelf the title and ftate of 
fultan, and made Neapolis the feat of his government. 
The Chriftians invaded the territories of this new fove- 
reign, but were defeated. 

Ottoman, now growing old, conftituted his fon Or- 
chanes generaliffimo, who fubdued all the remaining 
places in Bithynia and Phrygia, and fucceeded his fa- 
ther, who died A. D. 1328, as lultan, or king. 

Orrhanes having taken Abydos, at the entrance of 
the Ilellefpont, on the Afian fhore, from thence tran- 
fported liis army into Europe, and took Gallipoli in, 
l 33%> which was the firft town the Turks evex poflefled 
in Europe. 

At the death of OrchancA, which happened in 1350, 
his fon Amurath fucceeded him, who, in the beginning 



of his reign, was difturbed by a confederacy between 
the letter Mahometan princes in Afia, and the Chrif- 
tians ; but fupprefling thefe, he tranfported his army 
into Europe, where he took many places, from the Grc- 
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ctan emperor, particularly Adrianople, which he Aib- 
dued in ij6 2 , and made the capital of all his Afiatic 
and European dominions. m 

About this time the body of jannTanes was eftabhln- 
cd ; for every fifth captive above fifteen years of age 
was, by Amurath's order, retained in his iervice, and 
educated in the fcraglio ■> when, at a proper feafon, 
thole of • he larger ftature were to be fele&ed for the ful- 

tan's guard. . . 

Amurath returned into Afia to fupprefs an lnlurrec- 

tion, when the Servians, Bulgarians, and Illyrians, in- 
vaded his European-dominions; but the emperor of 
Conftantinople not joining them at this critical juncture, 
Amurath, at the head of 200,000 men, crofTed the 
Bofphorus, and totally defeated them. Amurath, hew- 
ever, furvived this victory but a fhort time ; for a Chrif- 
tian foldier pretending to beg his life of him, took an 
opportunity of ftabbing him with a dagger which he 
had concealed under his cioaths, of which wound the 
ful tan immediately died, in the year 1373. 

Amurath was fuccccded by his fon Bajazer, who, to 
have no rivals, began his reign by the murder of his 
brother. He then invaded Servia, and laid fiege to 
Crotava, which fun ende red on condition that the gar- 
rifon fliould have leave to march unmolefted away, and 
join the Chriftian army. They were, however, no 
iboner out of the town, than Bajazet ordered a detach- 
ment of his. troops to put them all to the fword, which 
bloody injunction was immediately executed. 

The enfuing year the Turkifh generals plundered 
the countries north of the Danube, while Bajazet him- 
felf pafling the Hellefpont, took the city of Philadel- 
phia in Lybia, conquered Carumania, Ionia, and tlie 
coaft of Natolia. The compliance which the Grecian 
ciripeior had fhewn the Turks was not of any fervice 
to him ; for Bajazet, unmindful of his obligations to 
that monarch, laid fiege to Conftantinople, which was 
fo well defended, that he blockaded it for eight fuc- 
ceffive years, till Sigifmund, king of Hungary, aififted 
by the French, compelled him to raife the fiege. But 
Bajazet foon after defeated the Chriflian army, and 
took fuch a multitude of prifoners, that every Turkifh 
foldier had a flave to his (hare. After this victory Ba- 
jazet again laid fiege to Conftantinople, but was oblig- 
ed a fecond time to raife the fiege, on account of the 
approach, of a vaft army tinder the command of Ta- 
merlane, commonly called the Great, who had been 
invited to march againlt Bajazet, not only by the empe- 
ror of Conftantinople, and other Chriftian princes, but 
by the Mahometans themfclvcs, who were greatly op- 
preflcd by that tyrant. 

Tamerlane marched firft to Seballia, which he in- 
verted, and fummoned to fiurendcr i but the Turk 
milling to the numeious garrilbn, and the ftiength of 
the place, treated the mcfiage with contempt. '1 nmer- 
lane, thcicfore, began the fiege, and having made a 
confide! able breath by undermining the wall, lie car- 
ried the place by Norm. 

Bajazet, hearing of Tamerlane's fuccefs, marched at 
the head of an army confilling of 1,000,000 loldkrs, 
when a bloody battle was fought in the plains of Stella, 
in which the Tuiks were totally defeated, and Bajazet 
himlelf was taken priioner. 

Tamerlane at rirlt tieated his royal captive with great 
humanity, but being provoked by his inlblcncc, he con- 
fined him in an iron cage, and carrud him with him 
wherever he went. The haughty 1 ml., not being able 
to endure this ignominious kind of pun, Ihmtnt, dallied 
his brains out againlt the bars of hi > moveable prifon. 

.'1 uiiici lane loon after fubducd il.e <ueauir. part of 
I .el\ r Alia, io«<k the city ofl'nif.i in Uithynia, con- 
quered Syi isi, fubjugated Egypi, ;<nd returning back 
to his own country, died A. D. 1504. 

Bajnzet's five ions then difpuUii for, the fovercignty 
of the Ottoman empire for ten years. ' Solyman, the 
eldclt, reigned for a lhort time ; but at length Maho- 
met, n.e youngrft, pioving fuccefs lu I, was unanimouf- 

ly acknowledged fole lbvereign of the i urkifh dorni- 
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nions. Having rendered Walachia and Tranfilvani 
tributary to him, he died in the year 1422, and 
fucceeded by his fon Amurath, commonly called Amu 



co- 
up. 



rath II, This prince, after fuppreflingfeveral dome! 
tic infurreclions, fubdued great part of Greece, re 
vered Servia and Caramania, and then invaded H UJ1 
gary with an army of 80,000 men; but was repvtlf et ] \Z 
the prince of Tranfilvania, who, being joined by the 
king of Poland, paifed the Danube, drove the Turks 
out of Servia, and advanced to mount Hemus. "iy 
paflcs of the mountains were, however, fo well guard, 
ed, rhatthe Chriftians, not being able to penetrate in- 
to Romania, were obliged to retreat. The Turks pur- 
fued them, and coming up with their rear, a general 
battle enfued, when the Chriltians obtained a complete 
victory. It was during this engagement that the cele- 
brated Scanderbeg, who commanded a body of Turkifh 
troops, deferted to the Chriftian army. 

This prince was the fon of John Caftriot, prince of 
Epirus, whofe territories Amurath invaded, and com- 
pelled him to deliver up his four fons as hoftagt s far 
his fidelity. Amurath then ordered all the young 
princes to be circumcifcd, and in ftrufted in the Maho- 
metan fuperllition, and, on the death of their father, 
fe'r/.ed the country of Epirus as his own, after putting v\ 
death the three eider princes. He, however, affefted 
to have a great regard for the younger, on whom he- 
conferred the title of Scanderbeg, which fignifies Lord 
Alexander i Scantier, in the Turkifh language, imply, 
ing Alexander, and Beg being the titular appellation 
for lord. 

The Turk's pretended kindnefs could not, however, 
efface from the young prince's bofom the fenfe of the 
wrongs he and his family had fuftained from the infidel, 
He was a Chriftian in his heart, and long meditated to 
efcape from the Mahometan. The above-mentioned 
battle prefented him with an opportunity, when he no: 
only enticed 3000 foldiers, who were natives of Epirus, 
to defert with him, but brought off the Ottoman lecic* 
tary of war. He afterwards proceeded towards Croia, 
the capital of Epirus, and compelled the frcrctary u 
write an order in the name of the bafhaw, his nultu, 
to the governor, commanding him to deliver tip tlui, 
city to the care of Scanderbeg. The governor not ful- 
pe&ing but what the order really came from the bafhaw, 
and was written with the concurrence of Amurath, de- 
livered up the place without hefitation. Scanderbeg, 
being joined by the inhabitants, immediately put all 
the Turks in the place, who refilled to turn Chulria:.*, 
to the fword; and having alfembled an army of 12,0:0 
men, he marched to Petrella, which furrendercd upon 
the hi (I fummons j and Stellufa followed the example , 
which fuccefs gave him encouragement to invade M.icr- 
donia, and lay it under vaft contributions, raifing, hv 
this n enns, a fufficient fum of money in the enemy's 
countiy, to pay, and even augment his array. 

Amurath, being alarmed at the proceedings of Scan- 
derbeg, fenc Ali Bafliaw, at the head of 40,000 men, 
to prevent his excurfions; but Scanderbeg had the good 
fortune to defeat him. The Turkifh monarch, dre.idrig 
the confequencc of thefe fuccelTes, patched up a pcire 
with the Hungarians, that he might have an oppoitu 
nity of bending his whole force againft Scandeibq.'. 
The Hungarians foon became fenfible of theerjor ih^ 
had committed, in making a peace with the Turks ;.t 
the time the prince of Epirus was fo fuccefsful, and con- 
fecpiently enabled to make a powerful diverfion in thrsr 
favour. Thefe fentiments were followed by a b^i 
of the treaty. They were, however, totally routed ** 
the battle of Varna, and their king, Uladillaus 
(lain in die field. .. 

Amurath now determined that his forces fhou _ » 
plunder Epirus i but three armies, which he fvirt tor 
that purpofr, were feverally defeated by the ^ ,nUn ; 11 ^ 
Scanderbeg: and is is remarkable, that in all rlie'r en- 
gagements, Scanderbeg's forces never amounted 
above a third part of the number of the T uiks» 
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■ P iar Zf a nd 1 c cffcats by an handful of men, Amu- 
1^1 - rt araee, raifed an army of 1^0,000 men, ac the 
head of which he himfejf marched, i and laid fiegd to the 



inti 

ft<fad f d city of Cr°i a > which was defe ndc4 by a ft ion g 
ifon and a brave governor, on whom Scancierbeg 
& ar Vi depend, while that prince commanded a flying 
vin {lie mountains, which continually har raffed the 
Tkilh forces, Amurath aflaulted the city many times 
with great fury; but not being able to carry it, he died 
before its walls, in the 30th year of his reign, and in 
the year of our Lord 145°* a « d was fucceeded by his 
eldeft fon Mahomet, furnamed, Mahomet the Second. 
This prince, immediately after the death of his father, 
raifed the fiege, and returned to Adrianople. 

Mahomet began his reign by murdering his brothers, 
and then proceeded to befiege Conftantinople, which hr 
cook on the 20th of May, 1453. The lad Grecian em- 
peror, Conftantine Paleologus, was killed in the afiault, 
and all his relations, with the principal citizens, after- 
wards put to death in cold blood by Mahomet. The 
plunder of this wealthy city was given to die troops ; 
and die feat of government was transferred from Adri- 
anople to Conftantinople. Having thus added die 
Grecian empire to his own, he afiumed the title of em- 
ror, which the fucceeding fovereigns of the Turks have 
ever fi nee retained. 

Irene, a beautiful Grecian virgin, was taken among 
other captives in Conftantinople, with whom Mahomet 
became lb enamoured, that he neglected all public af- 
aftairs for die enjoyment of her fociety in private. This 
remifihefs with refpect to the bufinefs of the date oc- 
cafioned a dangerous mutiny among the janifTaries : 
but Mahomet's temper was fo fierce and favage, that 
none durft mention to him the fituation of his arraits. 
It may, perhaps, furprile many, that iuch a foul was 
capable of a tender impreffion. 

At length one of his bafhaws ventured to acquaint 
him with his danger. Mahomet feverely reprimanded 
him for his infolence, as he termed it; but being fenfi- 
ble of the fcafonablenefs of his advice, he told him, 
That his fubjedts mould find that he could rule his 
paflions as well as he could rule kingdoms." He then 
gave orders that the principal officers of the army, and 
all the great officers of ftate, fhould attend him the en- 
luing day in the divan. 

At the time appointed every one attended with won- 
dering expe&ation. The emperor appeared, and w ith 
lum die beautiful Irene, dreiTcd with the molt coftly 
care, jn all the extravagance of Afiatic elegance. The 
emperor then ordered the lovely Greek to ftand upon 
a railed floor, and ftemly demanded of all prefent, if 
they thought he was blameabJe for devoting himft-lf to 
lo charming an object. They unanjmoiifly agreed 
that it was impoflible for any man to rcfift'fo much 
beauty. « Then (f a id he) you ilv.tll find that I am 
"\orc than man.'' So faying, he inlt.mdy fcized the 
hnr Irene by her beautiful locks of ban , and fti vick off 
i£t bead with his fcymetar, to the su-e.tr allonillinient 
°* all prefent. Some have grrarly commended, and 
Vthcrs have fiverely blamed Mahomet, on ,io ount of 
tins lingular tranfaftion. Whether Mahomet vas lined 
by the long uninterrupted pofTeflion of Irene's charms, 
or was really tliat patriotically hcioi.c monarch hcwifhol 
to be thought, is immaterial ; hut i' is our opinion, 
that he might either have parted with ihe lady, or 
evinced his regard for his fubjecK v/u!.out proceeding 
to Inch a b.iih.iriius extremity. I lis frroi ions conduct 
Plainly pioved that all his paffiond were of the brutal 
kimli his love being founded on h-nlualiiy, and his 

pretended fentjaumu of honoui on a i../a;rc parade of 
uigmty. c 1 

Being entirely roil fed from his lethargy by Ids late 
,rY r » ht * dtpiived fomeof the princes of the Moiea 
or thc»i teiiit<»ries t fubdued Scrvia, and laid fiege to 

m n >i n,t WM defeated by I hmi.ides, the brave 
£ ncc °* Tinnfilvania, who unhappily died the fame 
y ' • M wnvt then attacked the Mahometan princes 



it 



on the fouth-eaft cqaft of the Emdne Sea 4 particularly 
the prince of Sinope* whole capital he befieged by 
fea and land, which being furrendcred to. him, he in- 
verted Trehizonde, took it, and put an end to that lit- 
tle empire. 

- Mahomet then extended his conquefts in Europe, and. 
fubjugated Walachia. His prodigious fuccefs obtained 
him the name of Great. Neverthelefs, he was. a molt 
abandoned cruel wretch, and guilty of almoft every 
crime which could debafe human nature. He died A.D. 
1 48 1, in the 33d year of his reign. 

Bajazet II. his eldeft fon, fucceeded him; but fpent 
fo much time in a pilgrimage to Mecca, that he was, 
near being fupplanted by his brother Zemes. This fo 
much alarmed him, that he had his brother murdered^ 
and rewarded the aflafiin with die poft of prime minify, 
ter, though he was only a barber. He took feveraj 
towns from the Venetians 5 but was continually alarms 
ed withdomeftic plots againft him, which at length fuc- 
ceeded ; for he was dethroned by the janiflaries, ancjf 
his fon Selim made emperor. 

Selim began his reign by murdering his father, his 
brothers, and all their childrep. He then fubdued the 
Mamaluk.es, and put an end to their empire in Egypt* 
which from that time became a Turkijh province. Se- 
lim died A.D. 1520, in the 54th year of his age, and 
10th of his reign, as he was preparing' to invade the 
Chriftian princes. 

Solymanll. or Solymanthe Magnificent, fucceeded 
his father Selim, and immediately after his acoeflion, 
laid fiege to Belgrade, which he took on the 29th of 
Auguft, 1 521. He invaded the I Hand of Rhodes the 
year enfuing, the capital of which lubmitted to his arms 
on Chriftmas-day 1522. Solyman then invaded Hunt- 
gary, defeated the Hungarians, and took the cities o£ 
Buda, Peft, and Segedin. In 1529 he penetrated if) to \ 
Auftria, and laid fiege to Vienna, but it was fo well de- 
fended, that he was obliged to raife the fiege and re- 
tire. He, however, returned again into Auftria with 
an army of 300,000 men ; but the emperor, and other 
Chriftian princes, being well prepared to receive him, 
he again retreated to Conftantinople. 

The celebrated Genoefe admiral, Andrew Doria, 
joining the fleets of fevcral Chriftian powers, particu-* 
larly that of the Spaniards, invaded the Morea. Soly- 
man, in return, ordered his fleet, -under the command 
of his admiral Barbarofla, to plunder the coafts of 
Italy and Sicily. Thefe ordeis being obeyed, the 
Tuikifli admiral ftood over for the African coaft, where 
he depofed die deys of Algiers and Tunis, and had thofe 
kingdoms confirmed to him by Solyman. 

In the mean time Solyman, with a large army, in- 
vaded Pcrfia, but met with very little fuccefs in this ex- 
pedition. He then fent a fleet to the Red Sea, to at- 
tack the Portuguefe fettlements in the Eaft Indies i but 
this defign likewife proved abortive. 

The French, who were contending with the emperQr 
of Germany for the Milanefe, now made an alliance 
wirh the Tuiks, whole fleet again plundered the Italian 
ami Sicilian coafts j and the~Ottoman armies met like- 
wife with [>reat fuccefs in I lungaxy and Italy. 

In 154S Solyman again invaded Perfia; but the 
Pei Dans deftroyed the country before him as he advanced, 
by w hich means moll of Jus army perifhed, and he wag 
obliged again to retieat: but, to make hjm fome 
amends, he, in 155 1, took the ftrong city of Tcmaf? 
waer in Hungary, and the territories belonging to it. 

Solyman, who was now advanced in years, was fo 
abl'urdly fond of his concubine' Roxalana, that he put 
his eldell fon, Mullapha, to di-ath to oblige her, and 
even contented to marry her; though noTurkilh foye- 
reign, lince the time of Bajazet, had ever been mat ri- 
cd, .is it was contrary to the policy of the Tuikiih go- 
vcrnmenr. 

Bajazet, the youngefl Ion, foon after underwent the 
fame 'fate as his brother Muftapha, for bring concerned 
in a plot againft the government. The l uiks now 
made a fruirleis attack upon t|ie Jfland of Majta, b\\t 
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ftill continued fucccfsful in Hungary; when death put 
an end to Solyman's progrefs A. D. 1566, and took 
him off by means of a bloody flux, in the 77 th year of 
his age, and 47th of his reign. 

Sehvnus, or Selim IL the only furvivipg fon of So- 
lyman, fucceeded him, whole firft expedition was to 
invade the Ifland of Cyprus. He laid liege to Nicofia, 
which he took by (form, A. D. 1570 : and the enfuing 
year he in veiled Famagufta, which capitulated upon 
honourable terms ; but the garrilbn were no fooner 
marched, than a great number of" the inhabitants were 
maflacred, and the brave governor* Bragadino, was 
flayed alive. The bafliaw Muftapha found here an im- 
menfe treafure, which he put on board three fhips, to- 
gether with many lovely captives, among whom was a 
young lady of exqCiifite beauty, who, dreading the 
thoughts of being facririced to the embraces of a Turk, 
jet fire to the powder, which blew up the fhip in which 
fhe was, and the two othei s that were near ir, together 
tyithherjelf, all the Chriftian captives, and the Tin kim 
Jailors. In the mean time the Turkilh admiral pro- 
ceeded to make defcentson many of the Venetian I (lands, 
asEpirus, Dalmatia, Sec. from whence he carried ma- 
ny thoufands of the inhabitants into captivity. It is 
affirmed that the town of Curzola was forfaken on the 
approach of the Turkifti fleet, by the governor and all 
the men, but that the women taking up aims, defended 
the place till a ftorm aro/e, and obliged the Turks to 
retire to their gallies, in order to preferve them. 

In the year 1571, the Turks fitted out the largeft 
fleet that ever they fent to fea, which was engaged, at 
the entrance of the Gulph of L.epanto, by the united 
Chriftian fleet) commanded by Don John, brother to 
the king of Spain, in conjunction with the Venetian 
admiral. The fight was obllinate and bloody, and laft- 
ed five hours, when the Ottoman fleet was totally de- 
feated; The Turkilh admiral, with 1 5,000 of his men, 
Were killed, and 160 gallies taken or funk. The 
Chriftians, on their part, loft about 6000 men, among 
whom were many brave and diftinguifhed officers. 

After this defeat Selim equipped another fleet, and 
took Tunis, on the Barbary coaft, from the Spaniards, 
which was the laft conflderable aclion of his life, for he 
died on the 9th of December, 1 574, in the 5 ad year of 
his age, and 9th of his reign, and was fucceeded by his 
cldeft fon, Amurath III. 

This prince, like his predgecflbrs, began his reign 
by the murder of his five brothers * and, to prove him- 
felf a true Turk, and not inferior in cruelty ro any of 
his anceflors, he had them executed in his prefence. 
That nothing might be wanting to complete the fpecta- 
cle, he obliged his father's favourite fultana to be p re- 
fen t, who was fo affected at the maflacre of the young 
princes, that fhe flubbed herfelfto the heart, and ex- 
pired in the prefence of the young tyrant. 

Amurath attempted to reduce the Perfians, but loft 
three fine armies in the attempt. Thefe di (appoint- 
ments fo chagrined dim, that, in 1589, he aflembled 
an army of 180,000 men, and gave the command of it 
to the Grand Vizir. In this expedition the Turks loft 
80,000 by the I word and famine: for the Perfians al- 
ways waftc the country when they are invaded, which 
renders a Pcrlian war much more difagreeable lo the 
Turks than any other. In 1592, as the fultan found 
that his troops carried on this war with great reluctance, 
he withdrew the army from Hcrlia, in order to employ 
it in I Iungary. Nothing decihve, however, was done; 
and Amuiath died January the lHch, i 5 95 , in the 331! 
year of his age, and 20th of his reign. 

Mahomet III. fon of the above fultan, began his 
reign, according to the Ottoman cultom, by putting 
his brothers to death, who were no lefs than twenty in 
number. This, however, did not fatisfy him, for he 
ordered ten of his father's concubines, whom he ima- 
gined to be pregnant, to be thrown into the fea. As 
loon as he was fea ted upon the throne, rinding that his 
general, Fciat Half.it, had been unfuccefsful in Hun- 
gary, lie ordered him to be tlrangled. The Chriftians, 



however, ftill proving victorious, Mahomet anem!^ 




by which means lie recovered Moldavia and Walachia 
Being obliged to march back into his own country, t 0 
quell fume domcftic tumults, the Chriftian « ieized't! ie 
opportunity, and recovered many of the places tLev 
had loft i while, on the other fide, the Periians retook 
Tauris. 

Mahomet's cruelties had rendered him fo obnoxious 
to the people^ that a confpiracy was formed to depofe 
him, and place his eldeft fon upon the throne. Bring 
apprized of the affair, he had his fon ftrangled, and ihr 
all the confpirators to death, who were fo unfortunate 
as to fall into his power. But now being every where 
unfuccefsful, and many of the infurgents continuing in 
arms, he began to think that the wrath of God pnrfued 
him for his manifold crimes. To avert, therefore, the 
vengeance of heaven, he ordered prayers to be put up 
for him throughout his dominions, and fent two moll as 
or prkfts, barefoot, on a pilgrimage ro Mecca. He) 
how ever, died in 1604, with all the horrors of a guilty 
confeience upon him, in the 45th year of his age, and 
o:h of his reign, and was fucceeded by his fon Achmet. 

In this reign the Turks gained fome advantages over 
the Chriftians, being joined by the Proteftants of An- 
ftria, Hungary, and Tranfilvania, who were fo cruelly 
perfecuted by the Roman Catholics, that they weie 
obliged even to receive fuccour from infidels. 

Achmet's principal fultana undcrftanding that the 
emperor had taken one of his filter's (laves to his bed. 
was fo in llamed with jealoufy, that fhe caufed her to 
be ftrangled. This Achmet refented by dabbing her, 
and trampling upon her body. At length he departed 
this life on the 15th of November, 1617, in the jift 
year of his age, and 13th of his reign, and was fucceed- 
ed by his brother Muftapha. 

The acceflion of Muftapha was extremely lingular. 
The brothers of the fultans had ufually been put to death 
by the reigning fovereigns, through the abfurd idea of 
rendering thcmfelvesfecure; but Achmet being only tliir-' 
teen years of age when he began his reign, was advijld 
to fpare his brother Muftapha, till he law whether he 
mould have any children of his own, as no other prince 
of the Ottoman family was then living. Thus Mufta- 
pha was fecured by the policy of the Hate, till Achmet 
had children, when it was debated in council, whether 
he fhould not be put to death, and the execution wjs 
agreed upon accordingly : but Muftapha was again 
providentially laved ; for Achmet dreaming that he law 
his brother executed, was lb terrified at the vifionnry 
fpectacle of horror, that he would never fuller the Jen- 
tence to be put in execution. Muftapha, however, reign- 
ed but five months - t for the bafhaws rinding him totally 
unqualified to govern, they confined him to the ll rag- 
lio, and advanced his nephew Ofman to the throne. 

Soon after the commencement of his reign, Of nun 
maiched to the frontiers of Poland; but the j.'nifla- 
ries refilling to march any farther, he was obliged ro 
patch up a dilhonourable peace with the Poles. 1 his 
fo enraged him, that he determined^ totally to abolilii 
the body of janiOT.u ies, which thofe regular bravos un- 
der (landing, they murdered him in 1621, and rellojru 
his uncle Muftapha to the throne. But he being no 
better qualified to govern than before, was a lecond 
time depofed, and Amurath, Ofman-'s younger bro- 
ther, advanced to the imperial dignity. 

The reign of 1 this prince, Amurath IV. wrmh com- 
menced in 1623, was not only filled with infuri eel ions 
and mutinies, but the Perfians ravaged the '1 ■ u. kill* 
frontiers, and took Bagdad, which the Ottoman loai* 
beiieged three years, without being able to ieu>vn- 
This emperor was a cruel tyrant, but he was cernunl/ 
impartial in his brutality, equally opprefling and nu«i - 
dering Chriftians and Turks. A dramatic writer very 
julUy obferves, that the moft lavage animal in tUc 
whole creation is a human creature without feeling. 
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however, ----- 

r k^ina in great want of money, he encouraged a 
bUt her of Xmers to accufe the richeft people he 

min M act intelligence of, with being guilty of various 
coviia g e him a p retence to p U t them to 

TSh i and feize their effects. By thefe infernal means 
^ was enabled to raife an army of 300,000 men, when 
chine to the frontiers of Perfia, he took Tauris, 
™d red it to be plundered by his foldiers, marched back 
without atchieving any thing farther, and then ordered 
a feftival of feven days to celebrate his wonderful con- 



^ The cruelties of Amurath now grew dreadful to every 
one : the murders he committed were incredible, and 
the modes of execution were Ihocking to human na- 
ture. Among the reft, his brothers, Bajazet and Or- 
chard fell victims to his ferocious difpofition. Indeed, 
murder was his fupreme delight : for his moft favourite 
amufement was to fit in a pavilion in the palace gar- 
dens and fire upon thofe who pafled by in boats, by 
which means he killed a prodigious number. Indeed, 
jt muft be admitted, that he feldom performed thefe 
frolicks but when he was drunk ; but the worft affair 
for his fnbjefts was his feldom being fober. 

In 1637, he again prepared to invade Perfia; but, 
before his departure, caufed another of his brothers to 
beftrangled, who was a moft accomplifhed and prom i- 
fing young prince. He then invefted Bagdad, when 
the garrilbn furrendered on condition of receiving no 
perfonal injury, Amurath folemnly promifed to fpare 
their lives; but they had no fooner laid down their 
arms, than he ordered them all to be cut to pieces, in- 
cluding in the bloody mandate not only men, but wo- 
men and children. For this conqueft he caufed a fefti- 
val to be proclaimed of twenty days continuance, at 
which he very happily (for his iu ejects) drank himfelf 
into a fever, that took him off on the 8 th of February, 
1640, in the 18th year of his reign, and only the 3 2d 
of his age, when he was fucceeded by his brother 
Ibrahim. 

Some fuppofe, that the reafon why Ibrahim was not 

murdered as well as the reft of his brothers, was owing 

to there not being any other prince of the Ottoman line 

living; but others fay, that he was an ideot, on which 

account Amurath defpifed him too much to think him 
dangerous. 

Ibrahim, however, had more cunning than was fup- 
pofed; for it appeared that he had afted with folly only 
to fecure his life, and pretended ideotifm, only to pre- 
ferve himfelf from being murdered. 

In the beginning of his reign he put an end to the 
ravages of the favage CofTacks, took the city of Afoph, 
and added the greateft part of the Ifland of Candia to 
the Turkifh dominions. He was, however, depofed 
by his mother and the janiflaries in 1648, and murdered 
fooanfter; his fon, (Mahomet IV.) then a child of 
ieven years of age, being placed on the throne. 

The fultana mother, the grand vizir, and the aga of 
*ne janifiaru-s, were inverted with the adminiftration, 
wiring the minority of the emperor j but affairs turning 
•ut a little unfiiGcefsful, the grand vizir was foon de- 
poicd, as were feveral others who fucceeded him 5 for 
jviocver is , n f ai ,lr, thr minifter there is ft ire to bear the 

52 nf ; In . l6 5*. a formidable infurrrction was, with 
0 acuity. iuppreOed. The Turks were next vifited by 
tut -plague, which ufually carried off 1400 or icoo 
Ptoplc eveiy day in the city of Conflantinople only, 
in Hungary an obftinate battle was fought between the 

m Z'T im f 7? rk *> in which tht w ere totally 

bi I nr left l 7> QO ° men dcad on thc of 
and L °ccafioneil a peace between the Porte 

i«nfi H ei ?P eror 1 of Germany. However, to rccom- 
nd mJ\ b ° V , c lo £ the ancient Chaldea was fubdued, 

-pire, and the Iflanc, of 

167 No! T ipV * dcd Pohndi c m wred ™ny 



of its towns, and obliged the government to con fen t to 
pay 70,000 dollars annually : but on the failure of the 
ftipulated payment, the war began again in the enfuin 
year, when the Polifh general Sobieflci, had the good 
fortune to gain a flgnal victory over the Turks. About 
the fame time the people of Tripoli, in Barbary, killed 
the bafliaw, and threw off the Turkifh yoke, by which 
they became independent of the Porte in every thing, a 
trifling tribute excepted. 

In 1683 the Turks laid fiege to Vienna, but were 
attacked in their trenches, and routed by John Sobiefki, 
king of Poland, at the head of the Germans and Poles. 

The city of Buda was afterwards invefted by the Im- 
perialifts, and taken the zid of Augufr, 1686. King 
George L then elector of Hanover, was prefent at this 
fiege; and from thence brought the two Turks who 
afterwards conftantly attended him when he was king of 
England. Several other noble volunteers were prefent, 
particularly Lord Cutts, who took a young Turk pri- 
foner, to whom he gave the name of Budiana. This. 
Mahometan afterwards turned Chriftian, and became; 
an officer in the Englifh fervipe. 

In the fame year the Venetians recovered great part 
of the More a ; prince Lewis, of Baden, totally defeats 
ed thc Turks ; and the Poles gave a great overthrow 
to the Tartars. Thefe, and other fubfequent ill fuc- 
cefles, fo difpirited the troops, that they demanded the 
grand vizir's head. This the Grand Seign ior fen ttherri, 
with the heads of feveral other great officers, without 
which they did not appear difpofed to be fatisfied. But 
after all his compliances they depofed him in thc 39th 
year of his reign, and the 53d of his age. He was 
not, however, murdered, but died in the feraglio five 
years after. 

Solyman III. the brother of the laft emperor, was 
advanced co the throne in 1687. In the beginning of 
this reign the duke of Bavaria took Belgrade ; prince 
Lewis, of Baden, obtained a victory over the Turks at 
Bolhia; and the Venetians extended their frontiers in 
Greece and Dalmatia. 

This run of ill luck induced die Turks to offer very 
advantageous terms of peace to the Chriltians ; but the 
treaty was broken by the machinations of the French 
king, Lewis XIV. who promifed to invade Germany, 
and divide it with the Turks : but neither the Turks or 
French were able to compafs their defigns; and Soly- 
man died in the 4th year of his reign, and 53d of his 
age; his brother, Achmetll. fucceeding him in 1621. 

A numerous army now parted the Danube ; but on 
the 19th of Auguft, 1 69 1, the Turks were defeated by 
prince Lewis, of Baden, when the grand vizir, and 
28,000 men were flain. Achmet died in thc 4th year 
of his reign, and 51ft of his age, and was fucceeded 
by his nephew, Muftapha II. 

'1 his prince raifcd an army of 120,000 men, took 
Lippa, and defeated the Imperial irts. His fleet was 
likewife fuccefsful againft the Venetians. But, on the 
other hand, the Ruffians took Afoph from him, and 
opened a communication to the Black Sea. 

In 1692 prince Eugene defeated the Turks atOlach, 
when the prime vizir and 30,000 men were flain. A 
difhonourablc peace being now concluded, the fill tan 
was depofed in 1703, and his brother Achmet advanced 
to the throne. 

Thefirft thing that Achmet III. did, was to difplaca 
all the great officers of flare, who had brought about 
the revolution in his favour, by reafon, as it was laid 
of their afluming too much upon that account. ' 

The king of Sweden, in 1709, after |iis defeat at 
Pultowa, took refuge in the Turkifh territories, and 
hacj fufficient intcreft to Air up the Grand Seignor to 
declare war againft the czar of Mufcovy. The czar 
railed a large army, but not acting with prudence, he 
was foon compelled to fign whatever conditions thc 
Grand Seignior pleated to prefcribe. 

In 1715 thc Turks fubdued the Morea, on which 
thc emperor of Germany declared war againft them j 
and the Ottoman army, in 1716, was defeated at Car- 
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lowits, by prince Eugene. In this battle the grand 
vizir, the aga of the janizaries, a great number ot 
bafhaws, and 100,000 men were (lain. Temafwear 
was taken by the Imptiialifts this campaign: and, in 
1717, prince Eugene took Belgrade, and again de- 
feated an army of Turks, confifting of 200,000 men. 
A peace, however, was concluded in 1718, by the me- 
diation of Great Britain and Holland. 

In 1722 the Turks invaded Perfia, and had fome 
fur* t is, till compelled to retire by the celebrated Kouli 
Khan. Achmet's ill fuccefs occafioned him to be de- 
pofid, and his nephew, Mahomet, was, in 1730, ad- 
va/nvd to the throne. . 

M. hornet V. on his acceffion, made peace with 1 cr- 
fia, : nd entered into a war with Ruflia. _ 

In the year 1717 the Turks defeated the Impenaliits 
atCrotfka, and took Ou'ova. In 17 39 lhc Y befieged 
B( lgrade. But a treaty being entered into between the 
Germans, French, and Turks, it was unanimoufly 
agreed that the Turks mould have Belgrade, but the 
fortifications were to be demolifhed. The Danube and 
Save were to be the northern boundaries of the Turk- 
ish territories; the river Atalanta, and the iron gate 
mountains, the eaftcrn boundary; and the river Unna 
the weftern limits towards the German dominions. 

The Ruffle s, by another treaty, were obliged to 
demolim all their forts on the Pakis-Mccotis and Euxine 
Sea, and to deftroy the fortifications of Afoph. 

This monarch was of a pacific and juft difpofition, 
and on that account refpetted much by the Chriftian 
princes. Nothing material, but what is above related, 
happened during his reign; and on the 13th of De- 
cember, 1754, about one o'clock, lie died fuddenly of 
a fit of the afthma. About three o'clock the fame af- 
ternoon, his brother Ofman was proclaimed from the 
minarets of the mofques. 

Ofmond III. began his reign in a time of profound 
tranquillity, and nothing material occurred till his 
death, which happened in 1757, when he was fucceeded 
by his brother Muftapha. 

Muftapha III. began his reign with every perfonal 
advantage. Me was of a different difpofition from 
any of his predecefTors, being of a liberal way of think- 
ing, a lover of learning, and the firft who introduced 
the art of printing into the Ottoman empire. In the 
year 1766, a general fpirit of liberty feemed to diftufe 
jtfelf through many parts of the world. The Turkifh 
empire was affected by its influence. The Georgians 
began to afpire at independence, and many indirec- 
tions happened in Egypt and Cyprus, which, though 
fupprefled, evinced the fpirit of the people. 

In 1768, a war broke out between Ruflia and the 
Porte. A confederacy was formed againft the Ruffians 
among their own fubjects and dependants, which was 
fomented and increafed by the Ottomans. The confe- 
derates were, howtvr, obliged to retreat into the 
Turkifh territories. The Kuflians formed a line of 
troops along the fronrieis of Poland large bodies of 
Tartars appeared along the R Lillian llioie ; and a Turk- 
ifh army was aflembied between Choczim, Bender, and 
Ockakow. 

In June 1769, the Ruffian admiral SpiiitdorT fet 
fail for the Levant with a powei ful Iquadron. Admiral 
Faphinrlone foon followed with another conliderable 
fleet, and arrived in the Morea in 1770. Count Orloff, 
in a fhort time after, joined the RulUan fleet o(f Paros, 
•with another fquadron. 

An engagement foon after happened between the 
Tvnkilh and Ruffian fleets near Napoli-dc-Romain, in 
which the former were totally defeated, and took flicker 
in the harbour of the above-mentioned place, whither 
admiral Elphinltone purfucd, and did them great da- 
mage. 

During this timc.connr Oil rV was acting by land in 
the Morea, but he foon after joined the other fquadrons, 
and the whole fleet, on the 7th of July, 1770, en- 
gaged that of the Turks, when the Ottomans received 
a total defeat. In this fight, which was very fyloody 



and defperate, admiral SpiritdofF engaged the Capital, 
cf 100 guns, yard-arm to yard-arm, when the TurkSk 
fhip taking fire, the flames communicated to the R»r 
fian fhip. Both unhappily blew up, and the cre\vr 
few officers and men excepted, perilhed, either ut t»* 
explofion or the waves. c 

The Turks now fled, in order to fecure themfelv 
in the bay of Schifma, where, a few nights after the* 3 
fleet was fired by means of three fire-flups. A pcrfal 
who was upon the fpot, mentioning this aftion, f a y 
" A fleet, confifting of 100 fail, almoft in one genera! 
blaze, prefented a picture of diftrefs and horror dread 
fully fublime. While the flames, with the utmoft rj 
pidity, were fpreadingdeftruction on all fides, and fW 
blowing up after Hup, with every foul onboard, that 
feared to truft to the waves to fwim for fhore, theRuf. 
fians kept pouring upon them fuch mowers of can&on 
balls, Ihells, and fmall fhot, that not one of the many 
thou lands of their weeping friends on land, who faw 
their diftrefs, dared venture to their relief. Nothino- 
now remained but united lhrieks, and unavailing cries* 
which, joined to the martial muftc, and the loud 
triumphant fhouts of the victors, ferved to fwell alter- 
nately the various notes of joy and fbrrow, that com- 
pofed the folemn dirge of their [the Turks] departing 
glory." 

The lofs on the part of the Ruffians was admiral Spi- 
ritdofFs fhip, and between 700 and 800 men. On the 
fide of the Turks, befides the deftrudtion of their whole 
fleet, above 9000 men perilhed,. 

The Turks, in great confter nation, quitted Schif- 
ma, and haftening to Smyrna, murdered an incredible 
number of Greeks, and other Chriftians, whom they 
fuppofed to be well afte&ed to the Rufllans, fparing 
neither age or fex. 

The Ruffians, in this expedition, fpread defolation 
through the coafts of Greece, Alia, and the Iflands of 
the Archipelago, and greatly injured the trade of the 
Levant. But they acquired little benefit to themfelves 
by their fuccefles. . 

This year, likewife, the Turkifh army on the Da- 
nube, under Wie command of the grand vizir, was at- 
tacked in its trenches at Babadagh, and totally routed. 

In 1772 negotiations were let on foot in order to 
bring about a peace, but the plenipotentiaries not agree- 
ing, the whole fell to the ground. Nothing, however, 
was performed this year decifive, or worth mentioning, 
by either army. 

In fcgypt and Syria the people were in open rcbelliop. 
Ali Bey was, however, defeated, and driven out of 
Egypt, by Mahomet Aboudaab, when he fought refuge 
in Syria, and was affectionately received by his friend 
Clrek Daher, an Arabian prince. 

On the aid of January, 177+, the emperor Mufta- 
pha III. departed this life at Conftantinople, in the 
58th year of his age, and 17th of his reign, with the 
character of having been the wifeft, beft, mofl humane, 
and difinterefted monarch that ever fat upon the Otto* 
man throne. 

Abdul-Hamet, the brother to the late emperor, fuc- 
ceeded him. Some commotions were made in favour 
of the young prince Selim, but they were eafily fup* 
prcfled. The war upon the Danube was earned on 
with vigour; and the Ottoman miniftry did not fail to 
encouiage, as much as poflible, the rebellion of Pugatf- 
chetf" againft the Ruffian government. The lurks 
were, however, defeated in various engagement*, 
Diforder, mutiny, and defertion, prevailed among the 
troops. The grand vizir, being abandoned by the 
greateft part of his forces, was obliged to accede totne 
terms prefcribed by the enemy, who had furrounded 
him at Schumla. Thefe ill fucccflVs threw the whoW 
Ottoman empire into confufion. The Porte, however, 
under the prefent complexion of alFairs, thought prop« 
to ratify the articles of peace j the principal of wnic 

1. The independency of the Crimea. 2. Tn« 
folutfi ceffion to Ruflia of Kilburn, Kcrche, J» iCh JJj 
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i .11 the diftria between the Bog and the Dinpier. 
"A lee negation in all the Turkifh ftas, including 
ASe though the Dardanelles, with all the privi- 
Jj TanKrnunities which are granted to the moft 

S?°S thefe conceffions Ruffia was to ref- 
rl aU Se had conquered, Afoph and Taganrok e*- 

The grand vizir died, as is fuppofed, of a broken 
UrToS his return to Conftantmople : : and public re- 
oTcinss were madrat St. Peterfburgh, for the uncom- 

iTn fnecefs of the Ruffian arms. 
\ The rebel PugatichefF was foon after defeated by the 
Lfflanarmy, taken prifoner, and put to death 
^The • Icar 1775 P^ved fatal to the old and brave 
rhrtk Daher, the Arabian prince, his country being 
conquered by Mahomet Aboudaab, with an army of 
FffVDtians. But Aboudaab dying in the midft of his 
fuccefles Chiek Paher was in hopes to have retrieved 
his affairs, when a bafhaw arrived upon the coaft of 
Syria with a very confiderable reinforcement. Chiek 
Paher was foon fubdued, his treafures feized, and his 
head fent to Constantinople. 

Since the above period the Turktjh empire has, at 'va- 
rious times, been greatly agitated. Infurreftions have 
taken place in different parts ; and the great eft efforts have 

been made by the people, to Jubvert the power of the Ot to- 



rn? 

man government, and procure independency Even at the 
prefent time the empire is in a gener-al fate of commotion \ 
and Abdul-} lamet, the emperor^ is under the great eft ap- 
prehenfions, for the fafety of his dominions. Should the 
Ruffians, or other powers, interpofe in favour of the injur-, 
gents at this critical period, or engage in a war with the 
Turks, it might be produtlive of fuch confluences as to 
produce a total o verthrow of the Ottoman empire. 

To ftni/h our account, therefore, of the Hiftory of the 
Turkijh empire, as the ft ate of affairs are at pr i fent in that 
quarter, would be far from completing our defign in the 
prefnt undertaking. From what has been obferved, it is 
not only probable, but, indeed, moft likely, that fome ma- 
terial alterations, if not an abfolute revolution, will take 
place among them, between the prefent period, and that 
which will terminate our work. We fljall not, therefore* 
at prefent, purfue any farther relation of the hiftory of this 
vaft empire : for as fuch a length of time will elapfe be- 
tween this and the clofe of the work, as ?nay probably pro- 
duce an iffue to the prefent diftufbances, we jhall give the 
whole particulars at the clofe by voay of fupplement. IVe 
floall a If o pay the like attention to the hiftory of every other 
empire and kingdom. So that our defigns will be amply 
accomplijhed by furnifhing the reader with a more complete 
hiftory of the various empires of the world down to the 
very lateft period, than ever did, or could appear > in any 
other work ofa l fimilar kind* 
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SECTION I. 

Tomer and prefent State. Jnliquity. Geographical 
Defcription. Convent of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai. 

THIS country, famed in ancient hiftory both fa- 
cred and profane, as a fcene of moft important 
tranfa&ions, the birth-place of renowned characters, 
and feat of the liberal arts, is now become totally de- 
generate, the inhabitants in general being as depraved 
in morals as ignorant in fcience. 

Hiftorians rnoftly agree as to its antiquity, and fome 
divines, from fcripture authority, fay, tlua its ancient 
inhabitants were a mixed people formed of Midianitea, 
Amalekites and Ifhrraclites. To confirm this ailertion 
they cite the word Arab, which, in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, lignifics to mix or mingle. 'I he wcilcrn part 
of the counti y was called by Moles strabah, which name 
was afterwards applied to the whole by the lihniaclitcs, 
when they became entirely pofTeflcd oi" it. 

Arabia coiv.pi izes in length about 1300 miles, in 
bieadth i2co, and is between 3c and 60 deg. long. 
Eaft, and 11 and ;>o dcg. hit. North. It is bounded 
on the caR by the Gulph of Perfia, on the welt by the 
Red Sea, on the noith by Syria and Di.ubec, and on 
the (omh by the Indian Ocean. Its divihons aie, 
rabia Pctrrea, or the Stony i ^viabia Delejta, or the 
cfcrtj and Arabia Felix, or the Happy. They are 
denominated from the dificient face of the country 
the rcfjWVrve divifions. The IbU being mountain- 

• am rocky, ami the lull comparatively leiene, fcr- 
' and pleafant. 

s great part of this country lie s under the torrid 
ie, and the ti opic of Cancer extends through A~ 
>»a luhx, the air of courfe is cxreiiive dry and hot, 

* otten proves fatal, efpccially to 11 rangers. J n 
g parts the {oil is entirely tompofed of immenfc 

terming a lonefome dcfblate wildernefs t but the 
SSmW »Uttl in dinindion from the rdt " the 

Wy* is in general mild and fruitful. 



The only remarkable river in Arabia is the Euphra- 
tes, which is the north-eafl limits of it; but it is fur- 
rounded with feas, as, the Indian Ocean, the Red Sea, 
the Gulphs of Perlia and Ormus, and the Straits of 
Babelmandel, in which are the capes or promontories 
of Rofalgate and Mufleldon. 

Some writers are of opinion that the Red Sea re- 
ceived its appellation from a kind of refulgence pecu- 
liar to its waters being tinged with a red mineral earth, 
as alfo from its having red fand on its fhorcs. Mari- 
ners have declared, that through the turbulence of the 
waters oqeafioned by the flux and reflux of the fca, the 
fand has been fo agitated as to appear of a red colour 
of the flrongcft dye. The agitation prevented its fub„ 
fiding to the bottom, which of courfe it mud have done 
in Mill water. There is fuch a dearth of iter in this 
country, that the natives have contended for the poft 
feflion of a fpring at the hazard of their lives. 

The mountains of Arabia are, Sinai and Horeb, ly-r 
ing in Arabia Petrsea, call of the Red Sea, and thofe 
called Gabel el A red in Aratva Felix. Mount Sinai 
has two fummits, and is called by the Arabs the Moun- 
tain of Mofes, beca ife the angel appeared to that Di- 
vine legiflator there in a burning bufh. 

Near this fpoc is erected the convent of St. Catha- 
rine, which belongs to the Greeks. The monks holal 
it in gie.it veneration. There is a tower built by tho 
emprefs Helena. It is fituated in the heart of the con- 
vent, and flill called St. Helena's tower. This convent 
is built on a defcent. The walls and the arches, with, 
the church, are the only ancient buildings. The lat» 
Lcr is of coarfe led granite. The walls of the convenr 
are fix feet thick ; but fome parts nf them are in a ruin- 
ous (late. The ltruclure, upon the whole, is irregular* 
and com po fed of unburnt brick. There is a fmall 

marble ftrinc, i" which they pretend to have prefer ved 
thcfkulland one of the hands of St. Catherine. 

The convent is folely under the jurifdiclion of its own 
biihopv chofen by the monks, who live here in the moft 
abftcmious manner, and attenci ot> their religious diuici' 
with great punctuality, 

Thck 



A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHENTIC SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY. 



*o8 

Their vaflals cultivate their gardens, and do other 
menial offices. A lay-brother, or caloyer, is appoint- 
ed to attend upon (hangers arriving here, to fhew them 
the chapels, offices, and the library, in which are de- 
pofited fome of the firft Greek books that were ever 
printed. The feet of pilgrims, on their arrival here, 
are wafhed by the lay-brothers ; and thofe of a prieft 
by one of equal rank in the church. Dr. Pococke, 
biffiop of Oflbry, had the fatisfattion of being prefent 
at all their Eafter ceremonies. The church which con- 
tains the relics of St. Catherine, is called 'the Great 
Church of the Transfiguration. It lies to the north- 
caft, on the loweft part of the convent, and confifts of 
a nave, ;in aide on each fide, and three chapels on the 
outfidv I >wer than the aifles. The pictures of Jufti- 
nian, and his emprefs Theodora, over the arch of the 
high altar, are well executed in mofaic : and feveral in- 
lcriptions, to the honour of that illuftrious pair, are 
carved on the beams that fupport the roof, which is of 
cyprefs covered with lead, and is very antique. The 
Turks deftroyed the pavement of this church, digging 
it "[> in hopes of discovering treafures j but it was ele- 
ganrly repaired by archbilhop Athanafius, in the lafl 

century. 

Mount St. Catherine is fituated near Mount Sinai ; 
and it was to the former place that the body of St. Ca- 
therine was brought after her martyrdom under the 
tyrant Maxentius. It over-tops Mount Sinai, and its 
foil is a fpecics of fpeckled marble, in which aie feen 
beautiful configurations of trees, and other vegetable. 
reprefentations. 

SECTION II. 

ProJuElhns. Particular Defcription of the Coffee Plans 

and Arabian Camel. 

WITH refpedfc to the vegetable productions of 
Arabia, the moft profitable is coffee, with which 
a number of fhips are annually loaded for Europe and 
India. 

The coffee fhrub grows to the height of eight or ten 
feet; the twigs rile by pairs oppofite to each other, as 
do the leaves on the twigs, one pair being about two 
inches diftant from another. The leaves are about four 
inches long and two broad in the middle, from whence 
they decreafe in both extremities, ending in a point. 
They are nearly in the form of a bay leaf, and are 
fmooth, with many incisures on the edges. The 
fhrub has a grey fmooth back ; and the wood is white 
and has not much pith. The fruit hangs on the twigs 
by a foot-fralk, fometimcs one, two or more in the 
fame place. Thefe Ihrubs are watered by artificial 
channels, like other vegetables, and after three or four 
years bearing, the natives plant new fhrubs, as the old 
ones then begin to decline. They dry the berry in the 
fun, and afterwards take off the outward hulk with 
hand-mills. In the hot feafons they ufe thefe hufks 
a* ted inftead of the coffee berries, and cfteem the 



liquor impregnated with them more cooling. 

Mere are aloes, caffia, fpikenard, frankincenfe, 
myrhh, manna, and other valuable gums, cinnamon, 
pepper, cardanum, oranges, lemons, grapes, peaches, 
figs and pomegranates j alfo honey and wax in plenty: 
and in the feas are confiderablc quantities of the bed 
coral .md pearls. 

There are abundance of Acacia trees in the plains of 
Arabia Petraea, from which i flues a very valuable gum ; 
but there are very few foreft trees. 

Rice and barley are the principal grain, and where 
they can obtain water they have a great plenty of gar- 
den-fluff, herbs and flowers. Some of the diftricts alio 
afford exc ellent p allure for cattle* 

The Aiabiun horfes are the flneft in the whole world, 
whether confidei cd for their fwiftnefs, beauty or faga- 
city. There are alfo (beep, cows, oxen, mules, goats, 
hogs, dogs, 8cc. But the moft eftcefned and ufefui ani- 
mal is the camel, which can carry fcven or eight hun- 



dred weight upon its back, and with this burden it 
travel at the rate of about two miles and an half i 
hour : it is therefore the beaft of burden moft j n ? n 
and is peculiarly ferviceable in long and tedious io 
nies, which are commonly performed in caravans 
corted by guards, to prevent the depredations of' t| 
free-booters. This creature is the moft patient -/h 
temperate of the whole quadruped creation ; [r vj! 
travel for many days together with only a few daces 
ibme balls of bean or barley meal, or perhaps onlv ^ 
miferable thorny plants it meets with in the fandy <| * 
ferts, where not a drop of water is to be met with dur" 
ing a journey of eight or ten days, and where netth< r 
birds or infrdts are to be feen : in fhort, where nothing 
appears but mountains of fand and heaps of bones of 
thofc who have perifhed thro* want. The camel's power 
of fuftaining abftinence from drinking arifes from the 
conttruction of its internal pares ; ib that it evidently ap- 
pears Divine Providence created it purpofcly for the 
fultry foil of Arabia. Befides the four ftoinachs, which 
it has in common with all other animals that chew the 
cud, it has a fifth, ferving as a refervoir to hold nv re 
water than it has an immediate occafion for: there the 
fluid remains without corrupting, or without being adul- 
terated by other aliments. When the creature is thir- 
fty, it throws up a quantity of this water by a comae- 
tion of the mufcles, into the other ftomachs, which 
ferves to macerate its dry and flmple food. It can, by 
its fcenr, difcover water at the diftance of more dun 
half a league, and, after a very long abltinencc, will 
haften towards it. 

The Arabs train their faithful camels from Juir 
births to all the hardfhips they have to undergo during 
the v hole courfe of their lives. They accuft \>m them 
to travel far, and eat little to pafs their days without 
drinking, and their nifjhts without fleep; to kneel 
( J own to be loaded, and to rife the moment they find 
the burden equal to their ftrength : and, indeed, they 
will not differ any greater weight to be put upon their 
backs than they can bear. Their feet are adapted to the 
fands which they are to pafs over, their roughne& and 
Ipongy ibftnefs preventing them from cracking. 

Such is the nature of the animal fb often celebrated in 
the bible, the koran, and the eaflern hiftories ; and 
with which the Arabian robber forms a fociety, for the 
purpofe of carrying on his trade of plunder, in which 
the man is to have all the profit, and the animal all 
the fatigue. 

When the mailer and his camel are equipped for 
plunder, they fet out together, traverfe the fandy de- 
farts, and lie in ambufh upon the confines to rob the 
merchant or traveller. The man ravages ma fiacre*, 
and frizes the prey ; and the camel carries the booty. 

The Arabian freebooter qualifies his camel for expe- 
dition by matches, in which a horfe runs againfi him. 
The camel, though lefs a&ive and nimble, tires out his 
rival in a Ion (2; courfe. 

The banditti frequently rob on horfeback as well .n 
on camels. They will alarm and dart upon a traveller 
when leafl expected, and gallop away, if" under any 
apprehenfion of apurfuit, with incredible fwiftneis. 

SECTION HI. 

Perfom. Apparel Number. Manner of living. f> 6 • 
vernmcnt. Cookery. Mode of Salutation. DiipW t ' 
tion 3 and Diver/ions cf the Na.'.ues. Remarks on tee 
Privileges' of the Arabian Women. 

LIKE many of the nation* of Afu, the Arabians arc 
of a middle ftan-re, thin and of a.fwanhy com- 
plexion, widi black hair and black eyes. They wear 
long beards as a mark of gravity and conlrqwnu. 
being ferious and refcrved, they fpeak little, uJ< n 
gefture, make no paufes, and never interrupt cacn 
other. Their apparel is a loofc diforderly kind ol tin 
five or fix yards long, and not lefs broad : this my 

wrap round thtro, and arc forced to gird it with a j 
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nidit it ferve* them for a bed and coverlid. Their 
at g Irment is eenerally wove in one piece : it has 
TSffS headfu "tigh/about the neck, and grows 
a cap ror * . hottom This garment is only worn 

SSS^oSS over the whole fome of them wear 
a long cVe-bodied waiftc<5at, without fleeves. Their 
Aft or gudle is of worfted, and in it they -flick their 
noinardf, their ink-horns, or badges of their calling. 
f he WO men wear a kind of fhort waiftcoat and drawers, 
but fometimes they have only a towel wrapped round 
their loins. Whenever they go out, they fo cover them- 
(elves with the fame kind of general inclofing garb as 
worn by the men, that there is very little to be feen of 
their faces: for jealoufy, that conftant diflwberof un- 
guarded and impetuous minds, here plays the tyrant in 
the breaft of all the male Arabs. Some of the men go 
almoft naked in hot weather ; others wear drawers and 
flippers, but no ftockings, - 

Thefe people are diftributed into feveral clans j and 
the whole number of inhabitants are fuppofed to amount 
to about 2,000,000. They have (at leaa the Bedouins, 
or roving Arabs) no fettled place of abode, but fix at 
fuch places as fupply them with water, pafture, and 
fruits, fubfifting upon the flefh or milk of their herds 
and cattle. 

Their greateft happinefs is in the roving life ; and 
they look upon their more fettled countrymen as abject, 
flaves. They flcep in tents or huts, which they pitch 
in the evening in any fpot preferibed either by fancy or 
convenience. Thefe moveable habitations, which are 
calied illymasy from the (hade they afford the natives, 
are rf an oblong form, and differ in fize according to 
the number of the people who occupy them. They 
are covered with the flcins of beads, and fome fupport- 
cd by one pillar, fome by two, and others by three, 
whiht a fort of curtain or carpet, made of fkins, divides 
the tent into feparate apartments. The pillars are ftrait 
poles, eight or ten feet high, and four or five inches 
thick, lerving only to fupport the tent ; but being full 
of hooks, the natives hang upon them their cloaths, 
bafkets, faddles, Sec. When they retire to fleep, they 
lay themfelves down upon a mat or carpet in the center, 
or in a corner of the tent. Such as aie married have a 
corner of the tent divided off by a curtain. 

The tents of thefe roving inlanders, though they 
may be flickered from the weather, are, notwithstand- 
ing, attended with their inconveniences j for the cold and 
dews to which the people are expofed do not incom- 
mode half fo much as the fleas, vipers, Ipidcrs, and 
fcorpions. 

They are under the government of an hereditary 
chief, who, affilted by a few old men, determines all 
debates, and punifhes offenders. If his conduct proves 
worthy of the approbation of his people, they revere 
him: if he be guilty of mal-adminiftration, they put 
an end to his exigence, and cleft another of his family 
in his room. Thefe petty princes are fliled Xcrifs and 
ftuans, both of them including the offices of kin/rand 

priefr. 0 

What they continue in coffee, dat<-s, rit e, and to- 
bacco, is bought with the butter the) take to the fron- 
tiers, and with thceafh they get by ;]ie yearly difpofal 

nof Jefs than 20,000 camels, mai.y of which are fent 
toPerfri. 

live Arabians retain feveral of the cufloms and man- 
ners we read of in faciei! as well as prophane hiftory, 
J^"?! if we exrepi iheir nlmion, the lame people 
they were two or three thouliiml years mhk Upon 
feting oneanorhci, they Mill nfe the primitive faluta- 
uon o| « IVarc be unto you." Uefoie the Mahometan 
u>ni|uejis, the.expuftion was, " iiud prolong your 
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rir* I f ! rt,,Cr thc fil, It ^ or aflemah, is laying the 
m «pon the brcaft, while oihei#, who are, 
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perhaps, more intimately acquainted, or of equal ags 
and dignity, mutually kifs the hand, head, orfheuicier 

of each other. 

At the feaft of their Bayram, and other great folera-r 
nities, the wife compliments her huftjand by kitting his. 
hand. 

It is no difgrace here for people of the higheft: charac- 
ters to bury themfelves even in the moll menial offices. 
Nor is the greateft prince or chief of thefe countries 
alhamed to turn drover or butcher, by bringing a 
lamb from his herd and killing it; whilft his lady or 
princefs makes a fire, and puts on a kettle to drefs it. 

Their food is rice, and any kind of flefh, except that 
of the hog : but they have always the blood drained 
carefully from every vein of the animal when killed. 
Their moft: delicious food is the flefh of a young camel j 
and for their bread, they make thin cakes of flour, 
which they bake upon an hearth, 

They drefs their victuals by digging holes in the 
earth, and then making a fire with whatever fuel they 
can get, or with the dried dung of their camels. They 
carry their water with them, loading -their camels witH 
that neceflary article. 

The wandering Arabs pique themfelves on obferving 
the ftricteft probity towards one another, and maintain 
the character of humane, difinterefted, and beneficent 
hofts, in their tents; but, out of them, they are fa vag* 
and rapacious, committing continual depredations in 
the different towns and villages. If they are purfued, 
they mount each a camel or horfe, and make a precipi- 
tate retreat, driving a whole troop, or rather herd, of 
camels before them, loaded with plunder. 

They frequently carry their incurfions to a great dif- 
tance; and Syria, Mefopotamia, Perfia, and other 
parts, are not uncommonly the fcenes of their depre- 
dations, Mr. Ives, in his travels from Diarbekir, 
fays, <c To-day we joined a nation of wandering 
Arabs, with their families, and numerous flocks. The 
latter confifted of the finelt fheep, and moft hairy goats, 
I ever remember to have feen. We wanted to buy 
fome of them, but could not fucceed. The Arabs 
were jure come from the Armenian mountains." 

The fame gentleman fays, " The Arabs are divided 
into tribes; and, out of as many of thefe as poffible, it 
is advifeable, jri crofting the deferts, to felcci men: 
for qo tribe, of whom you have a Angle man, will hurt 
or moieft you. Or if you meet with any of their rerout- 
ing parties, and can prevail with a tingle one to enter 
their tent and drink coffee, or eat rice or any thing, 
you will then be fafe from any infult, either from them 
or their brethren ; it being an invariable maxim with 
them never to moiefl thole it rangers they have eaten 
and drank with. Should any out-party come up with 
you, and hang back to their main body to communicate 
intelligence; even in that cafe, if one of your men can 
make greater hafte, and throw himfelf at the feet of 
their xcrif or prince, and implore protection, you mav 
reft afl tired of your life and property : for another 
maxim with them is, that whofoever mail fly to tluf 

powerful, and fuppljcate aftiftancc, lias a light to re- 
ceive it." 

The following is an account given of the reception 
which fome European merchants met with from a tribe 
of Arabs, wandering from country to country. " This 
ex ten five encampment of loving Arabs (fays the au- 
thor) was under the command of a prince, whofe tent 
was in the center; the reft were pitched about it; not 
in a circular form; but extending in length as the plain 
opened, for the convenience of a flream that flowed 
through the encampment. As loon as the merchants 
were id i glued, who had previouHy lent before them 
fome native Arabs, they were conducted by fome of 
the prince's chief people to a larger tent pitched next to 
hip own, nnd the prince then vifited them, giving them 
a hearty welcome. In the evening a flipper was pro-* 
vided, confiflin^ of a difh of pilau or boiled rice, and 
feveral difhes of meat exclulively. Next day a grand 
entertainment was given by one of (he piince's nobles. 
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at which his highnefs attended, as did the merchants; 
The dinner, which confided of two young came*; a 
difh of camel's bones and foup, and ieveral difhes ©t 
rice drefltd various ways, was conducted with toierabk 
decorum ; though there were neither knives, forks,- or 
fpoonsi ringers alone being the inftruments made uic 

The life of an Arabian is one continued rounder 
idlenefs or divcrfion. When no paftime calls him 
abroad, he loiters in his tent, fmoaks his pipe, or 
ftretches himfclf under the made of tome nee. He 
has no relifh for domeftic pleafure, and ieldom con- 
verfes with his wife or children. He values nothing lo 
much as his horfe, being feldom fo well plealed as when 
he is hunting; and in this divcrfion they are excellent; 
for moll of them will hunt down a wild boar with alto- 

nifhing expedition. 

When they hunt the lion, great numbers of the na- 
tives affcmfolc, who, forming themfelves in a circle, 
cnclofea large fpacc of ground, of three, four, or five 
miles in compafs ; then the people on foot advancing 
firft, rnfb into the thickets with their dogs and fpears, 
to roufe the game ; whilft the horfemepv, keeping a 
little behind, are always ready to charge upon the firft 
fallyof the heart. In this manner they proceed, ftill 
contracting their circle, till they at lafl either clofe to- 
gether, or meet wish game to divert them. 

The accidental paftime upon thefe ©ccafions is fome- 
times very great ; for the feveral different forts of ani- 
mals, fuch as hyjenas, hares, jackalls, ficc. that hap- 
pen to lie within the compafs, being driven together, 
afford a variety of excellent divcrfion. 

The ftrft perfon again ft whom the lion flies receives 
him on nis fjpear, which furnifhes the others with an 
opportunity ot attacking him behind. The lion find- 
ing himfclf wounded in the rear, turns that way, which 
gives the firft man time to recover. Thws he rs attack- 
ed on all fides, till at laft they difable and dtfpatch- him. 

The eyes of a lion are always bright ami fiery, and 
he retains this arpect of terror even in death. 

The roaring of the lion, when heard bv the night, and 
re-echoed by the hills, refembles diftamt thunder. This 
roar is his natural voice ; his cry of anger being a dif- 
ferent growl, which is fho-rt, broken, and reiterated. 
His cry of anger is alio much louder,, and more formi- 
dable. He then lafhes his fides with hLs long tail, and 
his mane fif ems to ftand like briftles round his heat! ; 
the iiHifclcs of his fao* are greatly agitated,, and his 
huge-eye-brows cover a great part of his glaring eye- 
balls. It appears, however, from various accounts, 
that the indignation of this animal is noble, his courage 
magnanimous, and his difpofition grateful. His cou- 
rage is tempered with mercy; and he has been known 
to^fpare the weaker animals* as if they were beneath his 
attention* 

Fowling rs a favourite cfiverfion of the Arabs. They 
do not (bring game with dogs, but (hade themfelves 
with a piece of painted cloth, ftretched upon two reeds, 
and walk thus covered through the feveral brakes and 
avenues, where they expect to find game, tn this 
painted cloth are feveral holes for the fowler to look 
through, in order to obferve what patTes before him. 
The Iportfman, on fight of game, rclts his (hade upon 
the ground, and directs the muzzle of his gun through 
one of the holes r and thus difcharges it. 

We find very early in Arabia the women in high 
confideration* and poflcfltng privileges hardly inferior 
to thofe which they i njoy in the moft enlightened coun- 
tries of Kurone. They had a right, by the laws, to the 
enjoyment of independent property by inheritance, by 
gift, by marriage fetdement, or by any other mode 
of acquifuion. The wife had a regular dower, which 
(he was to enjoy in full right, after the demife of her 
hufbnndt and a kind of Hated allowance, which (lie 
might difpofe of in her life time, or bequeath at her 
death, without his knowledge or confent. 

Marriage feulcmrnts and portions given with daugh- 
ters or fillers appear to hive bcea of great antiquity 



in Arabia; for 16ng before Mohammed, or Mahomet 
they had refined fo much upon them, that it became 
common, where two men were obliged to give gtezr 
fortunes with their near eft relations, to evade payment 
by making a double marriage, one efpoufing the daugh- 
ter or fitter of the other, or giving his daughter or fifter 
in return. This practice, probably with the view of 
encouraging alliances among different tribes, or pre- 
venting too much wealth from accmmilating in parti- 
cular families, Mahomet declared to be illegal in the 
Alcoran. The feparate property which the wife enjoy- 
ed feems to have been the produce of fuch prefents as 
the bride received from her friends, or from her hufband 
before marriage. Thofe of the bridegroom had no 
fixed medium, being proportioned to his affection, to 
his fortune, and often to his oftentation : for it was cuf. 
tomary to fend thole prefents a day or two before the 
nuptials, with great pomp, from his houfe to the 
dwelling of the bride. 

At the celebration of the nuptial rites in the eaft, 
even upon ordinary occafions, it was ufual to throw 
amongftthe populace, as the procefllon moved along, 
money, fwectmeats, &c. which the people catched in 
cloths. The bride, on the day of marriage, was con- 
ducted with great ceremony to her hu (band's houfe ; 
and, immediately on her arrival, fhe made him a va- 
riety of prefents, efpecially of houfehold furniture, 
with a fpear and. a teat. 

SECTION IV. 

Prefent State of the Sciences in Arabia „ Feats of Sorcerers. 

language. Commerce- 

THE prelent ftate of the fciences in Arabia is at a 
very low ebb- The Arabs afford now no monu- 
ment of genius, no productions of induftry, that entitle 
them- to any rank in the hiftory of the human mind. 
Phyfic, philolbphy, aflronomy, and the mathematics, 
for which they were once fo famous, are fb loft to them, 
that fcarcely the traces of them are remaining- We, 
however, muft fay, that the prefent Arabs have ftrong 
intellects, and that nature has, in general, given them 
a genius j but application aad inclination aie both 
wanting to. improve it- 

To remove a diforder, -they frequendy ufe charms 
and incantations, or leave it to. contend with nature. 
They pour hot frefh butter into funple and gun-mot 
wounds, and this remedy fometimcs iucceeds. An ap- 
plication of" the prickly pears, roalled in, allies, is good 
in fuppurations. 

Time is. in thefe countries meafured by hour-glafTes : 
and in lome parts of Arabia Petra:a they have calendars, 
that were left them by their anceftors, which are rather 
curious, and in which the fun's place, the femidiurnal 
ami nocturnal arch, the length of the twilight, and the 
hours of prayer, are inferted in their proper columns, 
and calculated to a moment. 

They now know little of algebra, or numerical arith- 
metic i though their anceftors furniflied us with the cha- 
racters of the one, and with the name at lead of the 
other ; yet they have a way of reckoning, by putting 
their hands into each others flceves, and touching o»u 
another with a certain joint or finger fo cxprcflivcly, that 
without even moving their lips, they can conclude bar- 
gains or agreements. 

There are fome wife men, however, amoRgft theirs 
who, if you believe them, are fo lkilled in figures, * 
to be able, by certain combinations of numbers, to form 
even the moft wonderful calculations. . 

Here too are ibme famous fire-eaters and ? rca J^ 
thumpeis, who both pretend to lottery. 'I he loin t ^ 
put burning wadtfinp. and fuch fort of fluff, »» to 1 * . 
mouths i and the latter ftrike their breafU with W 
iron puis; and yet neither of them receive any uw»*% 
from thefe aftohiflung feats. 

The language of thefe people is Arabefk, a veryc - 
i-abic. 'I'he pure Arabic is only undcrftooa ^ 
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